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1991  ACTON  TOWN  REPORT 


COMMITMENT  TO 
CONSERVATION  LAND 

The  theme  of  this  year's  Annual  Town  Report  is  Acton's  commitment  to  the  preservation  of  open  spaces. 

Through  a  commitment  to  open  space  preservation  by  the  Town  and  the  donations  of  many  residents,  Acton  has  the  good  fortune 
to  have  an  extensive  conservation  land  network.  These  lands  are  available  to  all  citizens  and  are  used  by  many  for  hiking,  cross-country 
skiing,  bird  watching,  and  other  forms  of  passive  recreation.  Ever  dwindling  resources,  however,  have  made  maintenance  of  these  areas 
more  difficult,  but  through  utilization  of  available  manpower  and  the  volunteer  efforts  of  many,  the  Conservation  Department  is 
constantly  improving  these  resources. 

The  most  visible  conservation  land  in  Acton  is  the  fifty-four  acre  Acton  Arboretum,  located  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  Taylor 
Road.  This  former  orchard  has  been  transformed  from  an  overgrown  briar  patch  to  a  scenic  and  educational  gem  in  only  five  years. 
Although  much  remains  to  be  done  at  the  Arboretum,  it  is  already  a  great  spot  for  walking,  bird  watching,  and  relaxing.  Much  of  the 
Arboretum  is  handicap  accessible  which  sets  it  apart  from  many  other  open  areas  in  Town. 

The  Arboretum  is  just  one  of  many  conservation  areas  in  Acton.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  over  1400  acres  of  conservation  land 
in  all.  Other  commonly  used  lands  include  Great  Hill,  Spring  Hill,  Pratt's  Brook,  Nashoba  Brook,  Grassy  Pond,  Nagog  Hill,  and  Fort 
Pond  Brook  Greenbelt.  But  with  so  much  land,  maintenance  becomes  a  problem.  This  is  where  Acton's  volunteer  spirit  and  the 
Conservation  Department's  utilization  of  all  available  resources  come  into  play. 

The  prime  movers  behind  the  Arboretum  are  a  volunteer  group  known  as  the  "Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum".  The  Friends  plan 
development  at  the  Arboretum  as  well  as  raise  donations  of  time,  money,  labor,  and  materials,  and  they  also  work  at  the  Arboretum  to 
accomplish  their  goals.  An  Arboretum  Master  Plan  has  been  developed,  and  with  each  planting  season  new  species  of  plants  are 
introduced. 

Eagle  Scouts  from  the  local  Boy  Scout  troops  have  also  contributed  greatly  on  conservation  lands.  They  are  responsible  for  many 
of  the  handicap  accessible  walkways  and  picnic  tables  at  the  Arboretum.  Eagle  Scouts  have  also  been  of  tremendous  value  fixing  trails 
and  building  bridges  and  boardwalks  through  the  wetter  areas  at  our  other  conservation  lands. 

Another  organization  that  has  been  a  great  help  to  conservation  land  management  in  Acton  is  MCI-Concord.  Through  the  efforts 
of  Conservation  Administrator  Tom  Tidman,  work  crews  of  inmates  accompanied  by  a  guard  regularly  provide  much  needed  labor  on 
conservation  lands.  The  only  fee  is  the  cost  of  their  lunch,  so  the  price  is  right  in  these  financial  times.  Inmates  at  MCI-Concord  also 
have  built  bluebird  nesting  houses  which  the  Conservation  Department  places  around  Town  to  attract  Eastern  Bluebirds  back  to  this  area. 
So  far  this  has  been  highly  successful. 

Faced  with  such  difficult  fiscal  problems  the  Conservation  Department  has  had  to  make  do  with  less  and  less,  but  thanks  to 
volunteers  such  as  the  "Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum",  Eagle  Scouts,  and  neighbors  and  to  the  crews  from  MCI-Concord,  Acton  is 
still  moving  ahead  v/ith  maintaining  and  upgrading  its  vast  conservation  resources. 
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July  3,  1735 

Town  Meeting  —  Selectmen/Town  Manager 

Eastern  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  County,  bordered  on  the  east 
Carlisle  and  Concord,  on  the  west  by  Boxborough,  on  the  north  b] 
Westford  and  Littleton,  on  the  south  by  Sudbury,  and  the  southwest  bj 
Stow  and  Maynard. 


268'  above  mean  sea  level 


Approximately  20  square  miles 


Year 

1950 
1960 
1970 
1980 
1990 
1991 


Persons 

3,510 

7,238 
14,770 
19,000 
18,143 
17,509 


Memorial  Dedication 
to  Those  who 
Served  the  Town  of  Acton 


Hayward  S.  Houghton 
May  18, 1991 

Mr.  Houghton  was  a  president  of  the  Ironwork  Farm  of  Acton,  vice-president  of  the  Acton  Historical  Society, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeals,  and  Trustee  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  from  1965-1985. 


Patrick  Palmer 
March  18, 1991 

Mr.  Palmer  opened  the  Palmer  Kennels  in  Acton  1954.  He  served  as  Dog  Officer  for  many  years  for  the  towns 
of  Concord  and  Acton. 
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NATIONAL,  STATE,  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIALS 


President 

George  H.  W.  Bush 

Senators  in  Congress 

5th  Congressional  District 

Representative  in  Congress 

5th  Congressional  District 

Governor 

Lieutenant  Governor 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
Attorney  General 

Councillor,  3rd  Councillor  District 

Senator,  MiddlesexAVorcester  District 

Representative  in  General  Court 

14th  Middlesex  Representative  District 

County  Commissioners 


Clerk  of  Superior  Courts, 
Middlesex  County 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 


Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  South  District 
County  Treasurer 
Register  of  Probate 
District  Attorney 
County  Sherriff 


Registered  Democrats 
Registered  Republicans 
Registered  Unenrolled 
Total  Registered  Voters 
Total  Population 


Vice-President 
J.  Danforth  Quayle 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
John  F.  Kerry 

Chester  G,  Atkins 


William  F.  Weld 
Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 
Michael  Joseph  Connolly 
Joseph  D.  Malone 
Joseph  DeNucci 
L.  Scott  Harshbarger 
Robert  B.  Kennedy 
Robert  A.  Durant 
Pamela  P.  Resor 


Thomas  J.  Larkin 
Edward  J.  Kennedy 
Francis  X.  Flaherty 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 


Eugene  Brune 
James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 
Donna  M.  Lambert 
Thomas  F.  Reilly 
John  P.  McGonigle 
REGISTERED  VOTER  STATISTICS  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 1990 


1,723 
1,506 
7,029 
10,258 
17,570 
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ADMINSTRATION 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

The  year  1991  was  marked  by  the  inauguration  in  January 
of  a  new  Governor,  William  Weld,  who  was  elected  with  a 
mandate  to  protect  local  funding  and  restore  previous  cuts.  The 
continuing  fiscal  crisis  at  the  State  level,  however,  resulted  in  a 
third  year  of  reduced  state  support  to  the  local  communities. 
Acton  also  elected  a  new  State  Representative,  Pam  Resor,  to 
represent  them  in  the  State  House. 

In  the  annual  town  election  in  March,  Anne  Fanton  was 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  replacing  Don  Gilberti  who 
chose  not  to  run  after  completing  nine  years  of  dedicated  service 
on  the  Board.  As  a  result  of  the  continuing  chaos  at  the  state  level 
regarding  local  aid,  the  annual  town  meeting  in  April  was 
adjourned  until  June  so  that  a  realistic  budget  for  fiscal  1992 
could  be  voted.  Anne  joined  the  board  officially  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  annual  meeting.  Bill  Weeks  was  elected  Chairman  and 
Norman  Lake  was  elected  Vice-chairman.  On  August  6,  Bill 
resigned  from  the  board,  citing  personal  reasons,  and  Norm  Lake 
was  elected  chairman.  The  selectmen  voted  to  leave  the  seat 
vacant  until  the  annual  election  in  the  Spring. 

The  voters  of  Acton  continued  to  act  responsibly  to  the 
fiscal  crisis  by  voting  for  the  third  consecutive  Proposition  2  1/ 
2  override  in  three  years,  thus  completing  the  plan  presented  to 
the  town  by  the  Coordinating  Committee  three  years  earlier.  The 
continuing  recession  has  compounded  the  fiscal  problem  by 
reducing  revenue  to  the  town  from  auto  excise  taxes  and  new  real 
estate  development.  The  town  was  faced  with  a  third  year  of 
layoffs  which  would  cripple  its  ability  to  deliver  essential  ser- 
vices or  alternatively,  negotiate  with  town  and  school  employees 
to  accept  new  contract  with  no  pay  increase.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  all  bargaining  units  in  the  town  and  school  systems  with  the 
exception  of  the  Fire  Department,  (and  the  School's  custodial 
workers),  have  signed  new  contracts  which  contain  no  wage 
increases  in  the  current  year.  The  town  can  feel  great  pride  in  all 
their  employees  who  understand  the  financial  situation  and  have 
agreed  to  sacrifice  personal  income  in  order  to  preserve  jobs  and 
services.  The  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager  recognize  that  this 
must  be  temporary  and  that  it  is  unfair  to  continue  to  balance  the 
budget  on  the  backs  of  dedicated  and  hard  working  town  and 
school  employees. 

A  number  of  more  positive  changes  have  occurred  since 
mid-year  which  make  the  board  cautiously  optimistic  that  no 
override  will  be  required  in  1992.  Among  these  are  the  legislation 
allowing  towns  to  defer  teachers'  summer  pay  for  two  years  and 
provide  for  interest  free  payback  in  future  years  over  a  period  as 
long  as  fifteen  years,  and  the  acceptance  by  the  school  commit- 
tees of  "Open  Enrollment"  legislation  and  the  resultant  funding 
from  the  state  that  comes  with  each  student  accepted  into  the 
school  system.  The  Coordinating  Committee,  which  includes 


representatives  from  the  school  committees,  school  administra- 
tion, selectmen,  town  administration,  and  finance  committee, 
continues  to  function  effectively  in  establishing  coordinated 
expenditure  plans  which  are  in  line  with  the  limited  funding 
available  to  the  town  and  schools. 

Implementation  of  Acton's  Master  Plan  has  started  in 
earnest  with  the  creation  of  a  new  committee,  made  up  of 
representatives  from  key  boards,  to  interpret  the  Master  Plan 
goals  and  resolve  apparent  conflicts.  New  planning  committees 
were  also  created  for  the  West  and  South  Acton  Village  Districts. 

The  Town  completed  a  revaluation  of  all  properties  in  town 
which  is  required  every  three  years.  The  results  showed  a  steep 
decline  in  the  value  of  condominiums  and  a  lesser  decline  in  the 
value  of  single  family  homes.  The  result  of  this  was  a  shift  in  the 
tax  base  from  the  condominiums  to  the  single  family  sector.  The 
town  continues  to  charge  a  higher  rate  on  commercial  property 
than  on  residential  property.  We  are  continuing  to  aggressively 
pursue  the  collection  of  overdue  taxes  and  the  resultant  collec- 
tions have  gone  far  in  producing  needed  income  to  support 
current  town  services. 

The  town  continues  to  enjoy  excellent  service  from  its 
many  volunteers  who  serve  on  a  multitude  of  committees  and 
boards  which  conduct  the  town's  business  with  a  minimum  of 
support  from  paid  staff.  These  volunteers  make  up  the  heart  of 
town  government  and  receive  too  little  recognition  for  these 
services.  The  board  is  grateful  for  their  continuing  service  and 
encourages  all  of  our  citizens  to  participate  in  their  government. 

Norman  Lake,  Chairman 
Anne  Fanton 
F.  Dore  Hunter 
Nancy  Tavernier 


TOWN  MANAGER'S  REPORT 

We  all  feel  more  comfortable  in  a  safe  and  secure  setting, 
and  yet  we  also  know  that  one  cannot  hide  from  the  harsh  realities 
of  the  world  if  one  is  to  survive  and  flourish.  These  truths  also 
apply  to  Town  Government.  It  is  self-evident  that  government 
cannot  forget  that  its  role  is  to  provide  service  to  its  citizens,  not 
to  promulgate  ordinances  and  by-laws.  It  is  also  self-evident  that 
the  cost  of  providing  these  necessary  services  cannot  be  capri- 
ciously increased  each  and  every  year.  In  order  to  minimize  the 
cost  of  government.  Town  Government  collected  overdue  taxes 
and  created  budget  savings  in  excess  of  $  1 ,240,000  last  year.  All 
of  these  monies  were  returned  to  the  Town  treasury  and  are 
accounted  for  in  "Free  Cash".  Town  government  also  adopted 
New  State  Laws  which  regulated  the  accounting  of  teacher  pay 
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(the  Deferral  Legislation).  This  series  of  laws  saved  tax  payers 
$1,254,000  over  the  period  of  FY  1992  and  FY  1993.  The  Town 
did  not  adopt  this  legislation  because  it  considered  it  perfect,  but 
we  realized  that  our  taxpayers  were  mired  in  the  deepest  reces- 
sion in  forty  years.  Other  Town  governments  who  did  not  have 
the  foresight  to  embrace  this  change  are  now  seeking  more  of 
their  citizens  income  or  reducing  the  level  of  service  they 
provide. 

I  pledge  to  you  that  Town  government  will  not  hide  in  the 
safe  harbor  of  doing  things  the  same  old  way,  nor  will  it  impru- 
dently venture  forth  to  embrace  any  new  idea.  We  will  continue 
to  maximize  the  level  of  service  while  attempting  to  minimize  the 
costs. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Don  P.  Johnson 
Town  Manager 


The  trail  for  the  disabled  in  the  Acton  Arboretum,  Built  by  MCI-Concord  crews  and 
local  Eagle  Scouts,  money  for  the  path's  crushed  stone  came  from  an  article 
approved  by  the  1986  Town  Meeting  to  establish  the  Arboretum. 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 

MODERATOR 


Donald  MacKenzie  1992 
SELECTMEN 

Norman  Lake  1992 

*Wiliiain  Weeks  1992 

Nancy  Ta vernier  1993 

F.  Dure"  Hunter  1993 

AnneB.  Fanton  1994 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Sally  K.  Campbell  1992 

Patrick  A.  Cataldo  1992 

Stephen  M.  Aronson  1993 

Jean  Butler  1993 

Pamela  Harting-Barrat  1994 

Lees  Stuntz  1994 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Susan  Fingerman  1992 

Ann  W.Chang  1993 

Frances  S.  Moretti  1994 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Jean  B.  Schoch  1992 

Joseph  Mercurio  1993 

Marlin  M.  Murdock  1993 

Barbara  S.  Yates  1994 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Frederick  A.  Harris  1992 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  1993 

Edward  Bennett  1994 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON'S 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Walter  W.  Sprague  1992 

William  Klauer  1993 

Allen  Nelson  1994 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW  FUND 

Frances  S.  Moretti  1992 

Shirley  Towie  1993 

Mabel  Grekula  1994 


TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 


Cornelia  O.  Huber  1992 

John  Powers  1993 

Edwin  Miller  1994 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 

Frances  Bissell  1992 

Edward  Cleary  1993 

Virginia  Hahn  1994 


*Resigned  -  August,  1991 

APPOINTMENTS 
MADE  BY  SELECTMEN 

REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 

George  Tuttle  Maureen  Pasik 

Evelyn  Olschewski 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

Mary  E.  Larson 

TOWN  MANAGER 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Don  P.  Johnson  1992 

TOWN  CLERK 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Cornelia  Huber  1992 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  CLERK 

Chatherine  Belbin  Standing 

TOWN  COLLECTOR 

Betsy  L.  Wilson 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND  TREASURER 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Palmer  and  Dodge 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 


Malcolm  Burdine  1994 

Janet  Clark  (alt)  1994 

Stephen  Crockett  (alt)  1994 

MattMlezvia  1993 

Beatrice  Perkins  (alt)  1994 

Duncan  Wood  1994 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

Robert  Adams  1994 

James  Kotanchic  1993 

Susan  Miller  1991 

Donald  Rhude  1993 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  ARTS  COUNCIL 
Two  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  from  each  town 

Rosalie  DeQuattro  1993 

Lisa  Harsip  1993 

Penny  Pitts  1993 

Nancy  Rembert  1993 

Sharon  Santillo  1993 

Valarie  Spotkill  1993 

Janet  Thrope  1993 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Four  Members 

Edward  Bailey  1994 

Wesley  Mowry  1992 

Charles  Putnam  1993 

Walter  George  1994 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members-Three  Associates 

Morene  Bodner  1994 

John  Chalmers  1994 

Bill  Hill  1994 

Peter  Shanahan  1993 

Andrew  Sheehan  1992 

AnnShubert  1992 

Charlotte  Timledge  1993 

Charles  Carlson  (Assoc)  1992 

Robert  Coan  (Assoc)  1992 

Linda  McElroy  (Assoc)  1992 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
One  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Dorothy  Chautin  1992 

Warren  Donovan  1992 

Maria  Epstein  1992 

Peggy  Erlanger  1992 

Julie  Kennedy  1992 

Marianne  Kiley  1992 

Constance  Krea  1992 

Ruth  Rice  1992 

RoyTrafton  1992 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  -  Three  Associates 


Cordelia  Alfaro  1994 

James  Barbato  1994 

Jonathan  Bosworth  1992 

MarkConoby  1993 

George  Emmons  1 992 

Edward  Calamal  (Assoc)  1992 

Ira  Grossman  (Assoc)  1992 

William  H.  Mclnnis  (As)  1992 

FAIR  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Robert  Coan  1994 
Katherine  Reiner  1995 
Lois  Stern  1993 
David  Thorpe  1993 

HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member,  Two  Alternates 

Ken  Klemmer  1994 
Frank  Maclntire  (alt)  1992 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Five  Members  -  Two  Associates 

Anita  Dodson  1993 

Francis  Domurat  1994 

Bill  Klauer  1993 

Virginia  Milbery  1994 

Lawrence  Story  1992 

Robert  Rhodes  (Assoc)  1992 

Marianne  Tavares  (Assoc)  1992 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Six  Members  -  Four  Alternates 

Christopher  Dallmus  1994 

Anne  Forbes  1994 

Joan  Gates  1993 

Wesley  Mowry  1992 

Michaela  Moran  1992 

Sandra  Schmidt  1993 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Donald  Gilberti  1994 

MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 
One  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Marian  Grotheer*  1992 
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PLANNING  BOARD 
Five  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  -  Two  Associates 

Douglas  Carnahan  1994 

Mary  Giorgio  1992 

David  L.Hill  1993 

James  Lee  1994 

Gregory  Niemyski  1993 

William  Shiipert  1995 

John  Pavan  (Assoc)  1992 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 
Harold  Gordinier  1993 
Jean  Schoch  1992 


Arthur  Harrigan 
Paul  Kohout 
William  Mullin 
Charles  Olmstead 
Joseph  Peters 
Ralph  Sanford 


1993 
1993 
1993 
1992 
1992 
1992 


MINUTEMAN  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Robert  A.  Wiltsie  1994 


RECREATION  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 
Johnathan  Kelly 
Bruce  Stamski 
Caroline  Tohline 


1994 
1994 
1992 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 


SOUTH  ACTON  REVITALIZATION  COMM. 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Betsy  Eldridge  1994 
Samuel  Manka  1994 
Sandra  Whaley  1994 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Ten  Members 

Martin  Graetz  1994 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
Three  year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Betsy  Comstock  1994 

Walter  George  1994 

Charles  Husbands  1994 

Charles  Kadlec  1992 

Jean  Lane  1992 

Peggy  Snook  1993 

Nancy  Whitcomb  1993 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
MODERATOR 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Mark  Allen  1994 
Camille  Chavez  Gabbrielli  1994 
Dr.  Mary  Donald  1994 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 


John  Murray 


Lela  Sorensen 


ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Garry  Rhodes 

CONSTABLES 

David  Allen 
Christine  Joyce 
Frederick  Hryniewich 
David  Muscovitz 
Robert  Rhodes 
Barbara  Harnett 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Douglas  K.  Halley 

DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David  Abbt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

Donald  F.  Copeland 
Clarence  Frost 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF 
GAS  PIPING  AND  GAS  APPLIANCES 

James  G.  Corey 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Donald  MacLeod 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Norman  D.  Lake 


Leslie  Boardman 


David  F.  Abbt 


William  J.  Durkin 


DOG  OFFICER 


FENCE  VIEWER 


FIELD  DRIVER 


ACTING  FIRE  CHIEF 


Robert  c.  Craig 


Clarence  Frost 
Bernard  Caouette 


CAPTAINS 


LIEUTENANTS 

Paul  Simeone 
Carl  Robinson 

FIREFIGHTERS 

Forrest  Emerson  Bean  III 
Joseph  Conquest 
David  G.  Nichols 
Peter  A.  Robinson 
Brian  Richter 
William  Klauer 
Robert  Wetherbee 
Brent  Wheeler 


Donald  Copeland 
Edward  Bennet 


George  Williams 
William  Primiano 


David  Calkins 
James  Kessler 
Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 
Richard  O'Leary 
Wayne  Decker 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
James  Young 


INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  AND  APPLIANCES 
Paul  Kelleher 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


Clarence  Frost 


PUBLIC  WEIGHTERS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  James  A.  Barbato 

Robert  Greenough  Paul  Cogan 

John  T.  McNiff  Roanld  Johnson 

Jeffrey  Dudley  Christopher  Prehl 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Mark  Fitzpatrick 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 

T.F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Richard  Howe 


TOWN  ENGINEER 


David  Abbt 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

George  W.  Robinson 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Standing  Civil  Service  Appointment) 

Chief  George  W.  Robinson 
Lt.  John  T.  McNiff 
Lt.  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


FIREFIGHTERS/EMT 


Robert  Sabourin 
John  White 
David  Harris 
Daniel  Morse 
Geoffrey  Neagle 
Ricky  Robinson 
David  Soar 
Tom  Wallerstein 


Kevin  Lyons 
Scott  Morse 
Michael  Lyons 
Robert  Hart 
James  Ray 
Krist  Nelson 
Mark  Richardson 
Anita  Arnum 


CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 


Lt.  Carl  Simeone 
Robert  Puffer 
Eric  Nelson 
Stephen  Sliney 
James  Davis 
Michael  March 
James  Fenton 
Donald  Anderson 
Edward  Brooks 
James  Patton 

Robert  Craig 


Richard  Swenson 
Gary  Finneault 
John  Simeone 

William  Hartman 
Kenneth  March 
Michael  Smith 

Mari  Ann  Neagle 
Ruston  Miller 
Ronald  Pudsey 
Kenneth  Ineson 


FOREST  WARDEN 


Robert  S.  Rhodes 
Thomas  J.  Rogers 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Jeffrey  Dudley 
James  Goodemote 
Ronald  Johnson 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Todd  Frenniman 
Michael  Coughlin 
John  Cooney 


June  Carney 
Deborah  Richardson 


SERGEANTS 


PATROLMEN 


MATRONS 


Robert  Parisi 
James  V.  McPadden 


Christopher  Browne 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Frederick  Rentschier 
Robert  L.  Cowan 
Pablo  Hernandez 
Albert  Crowley 
Raymond  Grey  Jr. 
James  Cogan 
Michael  Oman 
Christopher  N.  Prehl 
Donald  Palma 


Christine  Joyce 
Linda  Koch 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

Patrick  Palmer** 


Faith  Allen 
Kevin  Antonelli 


Allura  Taylor 
Scott  Howe 
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VETERAN'S  AGENT  AND 
DIRECTOR  OF  VETERAN'S  SERVICES 

W.  Roy  Wetherbee 

VETERAN'S  BURIAL  AGENT 

r.F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

AUDIT  MONITORING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Charles  Bradley  1992 
Cornelius  Coughlin  1992 
Sara  James  1991 

COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 
Special  Terms 
Seven  Members 

Louis  Beauregard  1993 

Wayne  Geehan  1994 

Cary  Hobson  1993 

Connie  Ingram  1992 

Edward  Kelley  1994 

Walter  Kiver  1994 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo  1994 

Carol  Lake  (Town  Liason)  1993 

Joan  Burrows  (Assoc)  1992 


INVESTMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Brewster  Conant  1994 
Howell  Evans  1992 
James  Greenbaum  1994 
Allen  Gulliver  1994 
Charles  Putnam  1993 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  &  CELEBRATIONS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Frank  Flowers  1992 
Kenneth  Gould  1994 
Kenneth  Klemmer  1994 
Richmond  Miller  1992 
Janet  Thrope  1994 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 


Susan  Fingerman 
Mildred  Jarvis 
Sandra  Masson 
Georgiann  Taylor 
*  Resigned/Retired 
**  Deceased 


1994 
1994 
1994 
1994 


A  back  bay  of  Nagog  Pond,  where  migratory  ducks  spend  several  weeks  each  spring  and  fall.  Species  include  Cioldt  inye.  BulTlehead,  Hooded  Merganser,  and 
Common  Loon. 
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TOWN  SERVICES 


ACTON/BOXBOROUGH 
ARTS  LOTTERY  COUNCIL 
DISBURSEMENTS 
APRIL  4, 1991 

Those  present  were:  Rosalie  DeQuattro,  Penny  Pitts,  Ellie 
D'Entremont,  Holly  Ross,  Nancy  Rembert,  Lois  Wisman,  Mar- 
garet Tsao,  Liz  West,  Lisa  Harsip,  and  new  member  Janet 
Thrope. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  carried  to  grant  the  following 


monies: 

Poetry  in  Motion 

$250.00 

The  Movement  of  Music, 

Semanya  McCord,  Grey  J.H. 

250.00 

Creativity  Contest,  A/B  H.S. 

250.00 

Cooperative  Elder  Services 

210.00 

Mass.  Historical  Musical 

250.00 

Recital,  French  Vocal  Works 

150.00 

Symphony  Pro  Musica 

250.00 

Fruitlands  Museum 

150.00 

Three  Apples  Storytelling  Festival 

250.00 

De  Cordova,  Art  in  the  Park 

250.00 

Concord  Chorus 

250.00 

Indian  Hill  Symphony  Orchestra 

250.00 

Thayer  Symphony  Orchestra 

250.00 

Acton 

Tprm  F,Ynirp<; 

Ji  ^1  111  mJj^yfmm 

June  30 

Rosalie  DeQuattro 

1993 

Lisa  Harsip 

1992 

Penny  Pitts 

1992 

Nancy  Rembert 

1993 

Sharon  Santillo 

1993 

Valerie  Spotkill 

1992 

Janet  E.  Thrope 

1993 

Boxborough 

Term  Expires 

June  30 

Ellie  D'Entremont 

1992 

Charles  Garabedian 

1993 

Holly  Ross 

1992 

Margaret  Tsao 

1992 

Elizabeth  West 

1992 

Lois  Wisman 

1992 

ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

The  Acton  Memorial  Library,  like  all  the  other  branches  of  i 
Town  government,  has  spent  a  greater  part  of  1991  contending 
with  budgetary  problems  and  meeting  service  obligations  with 
the  monies  allocated.  Due  to  lack  of  funds,  a  condition  which  has 
meant  reduced  staffing  throughout  the  Town,  the  Library  closed 
Fridays  for  10  months  of  the  year.  This  has  resulted  in  a  smaller 
patron  count,  but  a  larger  circulation.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Library  Trustees  to  insure  that  the  Action  Library  maintains  its 
State  certification  and  meets  the  requirements  for  hours  open  and 
book  budgets. 

The  start  of  1991  saw  a  change  in  vendors  for  the  Minute- 
man  network.  The  training  period  went  well  and  the  addition  of 
new  terminals  has  made  it  easier  for  patron  access  to  the  system. 
There  will  be  a  continual  up-grade  of  this  system  as  the  vendor 
adds  more  features. 

The  Children's  department  received  a  $6 10  donation  from 
The  Learning  Express  from  a  fundraising  campaign  held  by  the 
store.  An  additional  $100  was  donated  by  Beacon  Communica- 
tions from  a  4th  of  July  promotion.  The  funds  were  used  to 
purchase  books  for  the  department. 

In  April  the  Library  funded  a  Civil  War  encampment  for 
the  entire  Town.  The  encampment  was  to  honor  the  Action 
soldiers  who  served  and  fell  in  the  Civil  War.  The  Library  is  a 
memorial  to  those  men.  The  encampment  drew  large  crowds  to 
the  Arboretum  where  men  and  their  families,  dressed  to  represent 
the  5th  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  held  musters,  cookouts, 
demonstrated  their  equipment  and  discussed  their  living  condi- 
tions. Dennis  Ahem  took  charge  of  the  encampment  for  the 
Library. 

In  May  the  Action  Memorial  Library  Foundation,  Inc.  was 
formed  as  a  non-profit  corporation  dedicated  to  raising  funds  for 
the  Library.  Their  First  Annual  Appeal  letter  was  mailed  in  June. 
By  August,  enough  funds  had  been  donated  so  that  the  Library 
could  open  on  Sunday  afternoons  starting  October  6th,  from  2- 
5pm,  through  March  1992. 

In  addition  to  the  highly  successful  summer  reading  pro- 
gram run  by  the  children's  department,  the  Library  celebrated  the 
"Great  American  Read-Aloud"  in  April  and  Children's  Book 
Week  in  November  with  guest  authors  and  illustrators.  The 
Library  Book  Discussion  Group  has  now  been  meeting  on  third 
Fridays,  throughout  the  fall  and  winter,  for  the  past  three  years. 

Reference  Librarian,  Diane  Ryan  resigned  in  August  to 
take  a  position  as  assistant  director  at  the  Bedford  Library,  In 
November  we  welcomed  Dee  Welles,  formerly  of  Concord,  as 
the  new  reference  librarian. 
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The  Trustees  have  reactivated  the  Long  Range  Planning 
Committee  to  look  into  the  future  needs  of  the  Library.  The 
;ommittee  will  write  a  planning  document  to  be  filed  with  the 
3oard  of  Library  Commissioners,  to  ensure  the  Library's  eligi- 
jility  for  State  and  Federal  grants. 

i        The  Trustees  not  with  sadness  the  passing  of  Hayward 
^  rtoughton,  a  long-time  Trustee  who  served  the  Town  and  the 
Library  well. 

In  FY'91  the  Library  circulated  208,109  books;  served 
144,278  patrons;  answered  11,467  reference  questions;  made 
187  interlibrary  loans;  sent  1,408  books  in  network  transfers, 
requested  3,204  from  other  libraries;  answered  1,750  children's 
reference  questions;  and  had  1,763  patrons  attend  special  pro- 
grams. 

Dennis  Ahem,  President 
Ann  W.  Chang,  Vice  President 
Frances  Moretti,  Secretary 
Brewster  Conant 
Susan  M.  Fingerman 
Joseph  Grandine,  2nd 
Henry  Hogan,  III 
Raymond  Shamel 

ANIMAL  CONTROL  OFFICER 

Total  Number  of  Calls  5 14 

Number  of  Dogs  Impounded  For  Dog  bites  46 
Unlicensed  39 
Licensed  7 

Number  of  Dogs  Sent  to  Lowell  Humane  Society  4 

Les  Boardman 
Dog  Officer 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

This  year  13  premises  of  animal  owners,  other  than  dogs 
were  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  order. 

Animals  in  town  this  year  consist  of: 

25  Horses 

4  Ponies 

43  Sheep 

13  Goats 

22  Poultry 

1  Donkey 

1  Flock  of  ducks  and  geese 

23  dog  bites  were  reported  this  year  of  which  4  people  were 
bitten  by  their  own  dog. 


All  dogs  involved  were  quarantined,  as  required  by  law  for 
10  days  and  all  were  found  to  be  healthy  and  free  of  any 
contagious  disease. 

Three  cat  bites  were  reported  of  which  one  person  was 
bitten  by  their  own  cat. 

One  bat  bite  was  reported  where  the  victim  was  bitten  on 
the  right  ear  and  on  the  finger.  After  an  examination  of  the  bat  at 
a  laboratory,  it  was  determined  that  the  animal  had  rabies. 

Patrick  H.  Palmer 
Acton  Animal  Inspector 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

The  board  heard  requests  for  18  Variances  and  5  Special 
Permits.  All  5  Special  Permits  were  granted.  Of  the  1 8  Variance 
requests,  2  were  withdrawn,  2  were  denied  and  the  remaining  14 
were  granted. This  year  the  Board  did  not  receive  any  requests  for 
Comprehensive  Permits. 

Matt  Mleziva,  Chair 
Malcolm  Burdine,  Clerk 
Duncan  Wood,  Member 
Stephen  Crockett,  Alternate 
Janet  Clark,  Alternate 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Alternate 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

1 99 1  was  a  time  of  completion  and  change  for  the  Board  of 
Health.  Successful  adjustments  were  made  to  previous  staff  and 
budget  reductions.  The  Board  was  also  successful  in  updating  an 
existing  bylaw  and  creating  a  new  regulation  that  further  protects 
the  town's  groundwater  resources.  The  Board  itself  underwent  a 
change  when  three  long  term  members  resigned  and  were  re- 
placed with  qualified  professionals,  both  as  full  members  and 
associates.  The  Board  looks  forward  to  the  new  year  with  a  fresh 
commitment  towards  addressing  the  town's  health  and  environ- 
mental needs. 

The  Board,  after  considerable  research  and  development, 
sponsored  a  revised  Hazardous  Materials  Control  Bylaw  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting.  The  Bylaw  was  adopted  unanimously 
and  implementation  of  its  requirements  began  on  July  1.  Cur- 
rently 50  facilities  in  town  are  permitted.  The  Board  anticipates 
this  number  to  increase  by  50%  in  the  coming  year. 

The  daramic  facility  at  W.R.  Grace  closed  leaving  only 
limited  activity  at  that  site.  The  aquifer  restoration  program 
continues  to  operate  but  the  emissions  are  now  being  controlled 
by  charcoal  filtration.  The  actual  closure  of  the  hazardous  waste 
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sites  is  proceeding  but  the  Town  is  attempting  to  ensure  the  best 
solution  is  utilized  by  sponsoring  a  bioremediation  study. 

The  Board  of  Health's  administration  of  the  Upper 
Blackstone  contract  continues  to  operate  successfully.  This  user 
funded  program  ensures  the  proper  disposal  of  septage  from  the 
town.  The  documentation  generated  for  each  property  is  entered 
into  a  computer  data  base  which  will  assist  the  Board  in  notifying 
homeowners  when  their  system  should  be  pumped.  Long  term 
implementation  of  this  program  should  reduce  the  number  of 
septic  system  failures  and  enable  the  town  to  plan  realistically  for 
limited  sewering. 

The  proposed  sewers  for  South  Acton  and  Kelly's  Corner 
are  at  a  current  standstill.  The  design  for  the  lateral  sewers  are 
90%  complete  and  the  preliminary  interceptordesign  toMaynard 
has  been  completed.  An  agreement  with  Maynard  has  not  been 
reached  and  the  funding  of  the  project  has  not  been  resolved. 

Hazardous  Waste  Day,  conducted  in  May,  was  the  most 
successful  day  yet.  No  residents  were  turned  away  and  the  wait 
for  service  was  minimal.  Financial  constraints  were  minimized 
by  recycling  oil  and  oil  based  paints  for  the  first  time.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  Hazardous  Waste  Day  conducted  in  1992  will 
be  just  as  successful. 

Despite  the  economic  slowdown  of  the  past  year  the  Board 
of  Health  experienced  an  increase  in  permitting.  The  entire 
permitting  statistics  were  as  follows: 


Well  Permits  8 

Septic  System  Installers  License  58 

Septage  Haulers  Licenses  16 

Septic  Inspectors  Licenses  14 

Food  Service  Permits  109 

Sundries  Permits  10 

Motel  Permit  1 

Frozen  Desserts  13 

Milk  &  Cream  Permits  48 

Commercial  Haulers  1 1 

Swimming  Pool  Permits  19 

Wading  Pool  Permits  3 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant  Operations  Permits  7 

Septic  System  Repair  Permits  73 

New  Septic  System  Permits  93 

Massage  Establishment  Permits  6 

Massage  Practitioner  Permits  6 

Burial  Permits  72 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  50 

Aquifer  Special  Permits  25 


Statistics  for  1991  indicate  that  on  building  lots  the  Health 
Department  witnessed  185  deep  test  holes  and  73  percolation 
tests.  These  tests  led  to  the  approval  of  93  new  residential  septic 
system  permits.  In  addition,  the  Health  Department  witnessed 


testing  on  seventy-two  existing  house  lots  which  led  to  the 
issuance  of  73  reconstruction  septic  system  permits. 

Housing,  Food  Service,  and  other  complaint  activities 
were  as  follows: 

Housing  Complaints  30* 
Units  Inspected  for  Acton  Housing  Authority  15 
Food  Complaints  10^ 
Miscellaneous  Complaints  101" 

Over  350  comprehensive  and  follow-up  inspections  were 
conducted  at  109  food  establishments  within  the  Town.  This 
increase  is  a  continuing  trend  over  previous  years  which  has  been 
achieved  by  better  organization  and  priority  setting. 

Fees  collected  for  permits  were  as  follows: 


Sewerage  $35,959 

Foodservice  17,360 

Misc.  4,003 

Sealers  4,262 

Reproduction  121 

Well  Permits  545 

Hazardous  Material  Storage  8,955 

Commercial  Hauler  550 

Septage  Administration  13,941 

Upper  Blackstone  Disposal  1 32,65 1 

Total  $218,347 

Reportable  disease  statistics  were  as  follows: 

Total  Reports  filed  40 

Bat  Bite  1 

Cat  Bites  7 

Dog  Bites               '  12 

Salmonella  4 

Giardia  1 

Tuberculosis  2 

Campylobacter  Jejuni  5 

Pertussis  1 

Lyme  Disease  2 

Mumps  1 

S.  Hadar  1 

E.  Coli  1 

Trichomonas  vaginitis  1 

Yersinia  Enterocolitica  1 


The  Board  will  miss  former  members  Joseph  Glannon, 
Gerhard  Heinrich,  and  Marilyn  Hotch.  Each  of  them  brought  a 
wealth  of  knowledge  and  dedication  to  the  Board.  New  members 
Mark  Conoby,  Cordelia  Alfaro,  and  James  Barbato  are  wel- 
comed with  anticipation  of  the  services  they  will  be  able  to 
provide. 
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The  Board  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following  members  of 
[ler  departments  who  helped  them  in  the  past  year:  Dick  Howe, 
)m  Tidman,  Gary  Rhodes,  Bob  Craig,  Roland  Bartl,  David 
bbt,  Dean  Charter,  and  Connie  Huber. 

George  Emmons,  Chair 
Jonathan  Bosworth 
James  Barbato 
Mark  Conoby 
Cordelia  Alfaro 
Edward  Calamal,  Associate 
Ira  Grossman,  Associate 
William  H.  Mclnns,  Associate 


ment,  help  visitors  locate  gravesites,  and  answer  inquiries  about 
rules  and  regulations.  We  maintain  our  equipment,  grounds,  and 
buildings,  including  the  Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel,  on  a  year- 
round  basis.  We  also  maintain  the  lot  and  interment  records,  and 
do  our  own  billing  and  receiving. 

WOODLAWN  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

On  Sunday,  May  19,  the  Historical  Commission  held  a 
meeting  at  the  Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel.  Stewart  Kennedy, 
the  guest  speaker,  gave  a  history  of  the  Chapel  and  William 
Klauer  told  the  history  of  the  Aeolian-Skinner  organ,  made  in 
Boston,  Ma.,  and  demonstrated  its  abilities  with  a  lovely  musical 
selection. 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

After  22  years  as  secretary  to  the  Building  Commissioner, 
[orine  is  retiring.  When  Norine  first  started,  a  house  was  valued 
:  about  $20,000.  Today  the  average  cost  (not  including  land)  is 
123,000.  The  Building  Department  has  grown  from  one  two- 
rawer  file  to  18  four-drawer  files. 

In  1970  the  Building  Department  took  in  about  $15,000  in 
;es.  In  1 99 1  the  department  took  in  over  $  1 30,000  in  fees.  Times 
ave  changed  and  Norine  has  changed  with  them.  She  will  be 
aissed  by  many  as  well  as  myself.  Good  luck,  Norine. 


The  figures  for  the  year  ending  December  3 1 
oUows: 


1991  are  as 


"Jew  Residential  Dwellings  77  $9,416,667.00 

Residential  Additions  203  1,783,200.00 

>Jew  Commercial  Construction  1  11,000.00 

:ommercial  Additions  29  865,900.00 


Garry  A.  Rhodes 
Building  Commissioner 

CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


The  Cemetery  Commission  is  responsible  for  expenditures 
from  the  various  cemetery  trust  funds,  and  oversees  the  operation 
and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries:  Woodlawn,  lo- 
cated on  Concord  Rd.,  Acton  Center,  est.  1738;  Forest,  on 
Carlisle  Rd.,  North  Acton,  est.  1 750;  and  Mount  Hope,  on  Central 
St.,  West  Acton,  est.  1848.  The  Commissioners  meet  at  the 
office/garage,  located  on  the  grounds  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  at 
30  p.m.  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month.  Any  changes  in 
this  schedule  will  be  posted  at  the  Town  Hall. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Cemetery  Department  maintains 
over  42  developed  acres.  Our  personnel  also  construct  monument 
foundations,  set  flush  markers,  prepare  and  plant  endowed 
flower  beds,  and  plant  trees  and  shrubs.  We  assist  in  the  selection 
and  purchase  of  lots,  assist  undertakers  at  the  time  of  an  inter- 


The  Chapel  was  used  for  four  wedding  ceremonies  and 
related  rehearsals,  and  four  memorial  services.  Anyone  inter- 
ested in  viewing  the  interior,  or  in  using  the  Chapel,  may  call  264- 
9644. 

THE  CEMETERIES 

Both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  cemeteries  were  fertil- 
ized, several  areas  were  treated  for  grubs,  flower  and  shrub 
gardens  in  both  cemeteries  were  sprayed  in  an  effort  to  control  the 
serious  insect  damage,  and  the  shrubs  were  trimmed.  We  have  an 
ongoing  program  for  edging,  leveling,  and/or  raising  flush  mark- 
ers and  for  washing  monuments  with  high  pressure  water.  Cracks 
in  the  roadways  at  both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  were  sealed 
with  hot-fiber  crack  filler. 

Winter  debris  had  been  cleared  away  in  the  cemeteries 
when  we  were  hit  with  the  wind  storm  of  April  28.  Following  the 
storm,  the  cemeteries  had  to  be  re-raked  in  preparation  for 
Memorial  Day. 

Two  young  trees  were  tipped  at  a  45  degree  angle  during 
Hurricane  Bob  and  were  straightened  and  secured  in  place.  The 
small  debris  distribution  was  so  heavy  and  so  extensive  that  the 
cemeteries  had  to  be  completely  raked. 

New  cemetery  leaf  compost  areas  were  created  at 
Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope. 

At  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  selected  trees  were  removed  in  an 
attempt  to  alleviate  the  winter  ice  conditions  at  the  rotary  in  front 
of  the  office.  The  shrub  beds  and  trees  in  the  newly  developed 
area,  section  9,  have  been  planted. 

The  Highway  Dept.  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  com- 
pleting a  new  section  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  They  hauled  and 
leveled  fill  for  proper  grade  and  removed  logs  and  stumps  that 
had  been  piled  up  when  the  area  was  cleared.  With  the  use  of  their 
screener  and  loader.  Cemetery  Dept.  personnel  screened  and 
spotted  800- 1 ,000  yards  of  loam  which  was  then  fine-graded  over 
the  approximately  1  1/2  acre  site.  The  area  was  then  seeded, 
fertilized,  raked  and  rolled  as  well  as  an  area  of  the  perimeter  of 
the  cemetery.  Twenty-two  shrubs  were  planted  in  this  vicinity. 
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Vandals  removed  eight  shrubs  from  a  cemetery  garden  and 
three  shrubs  from  private  lots.  Also,  a  motor  vehicle  struck  and 
did  severe  damage  to  one  of  the  cemetery  gates.  Once  again,  we 
urge  you  to  report  any  suspicious  activities  to  the  cemetery  office, 
or  to  the  Acton  Police  Department. 

As  part  of  the  Town's  policy  of  inter-departmental  assis- 
tance, we  assisted  the  Highway  Dept.  by  plowing  snow  when 
needed  and  provided  950  man  hours  of  work  for  the  Department 
of  Municipal  Properties.  We  are  grateful  for  assistance  the 
Cemetery  Dept.  received  from  the  Engineering  Dept.,  Highway 
Dept.,  and  the  Dept.  of  Municipal  Properties. 

In  1991,  the  sum  of  $71,778.60  was  paid  to  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  be  deposited  as  follows: 


Genera!  Fund 
Cemetery  Land  Fund 
Perpetual  Care  Fund 


$25,443.60 
9,204.00 
37,131.00 


In  addition  to  the  various  safety  seminars  attended  by  the 
crew.  Crew  Leader  Dave  Lee  and  Maintainance  Man  Steve  Gray, 
attended  a  CDL  license  test  seminar  and  with  Maintainance  Man 
Jim  Audette,  passed  the  new  CDL  Registry  test.  The  Superinten- 
dent, Stewart  Kennedy,  presided  over  the  Massachusetts  Cem- 
etery Association  (M.C.A.)  Nominating  Committee,  assisted 
with  the  M.C.A.  audit,  and  with  Cemetery  Clerk,  Nancy  Howell, 
attended  the  M.C.A.  winter  meeting. 

Jim  Audette,  using  the  facilities  of  the  Engineering  Dept., 
drafted  the  first  map  of  Forest  Cemetery  on  Carlisle  Rd.  This  map 
was  then  used  by  Acton  resident  May  L.  Shepard,  who  under- 
took, at  her  own  expense,  the  herculean  task  of  documenting, 
both  in  writing  and  with  photographs,  every  monument  and  grave 
marker  in  the  cemetery.  She  have  copies  of  her  work  to  the 
Cemetery  Department,  the  Library,  and  the  Historical  Commis- 
sion. The  Commissioners  wish  to  convey  their  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  many  hours  of  her  time  she  dedicated  to  this  task.  Her 
work  is  a  valuable  asset  to  the  Department's  and  the  Town's 
reference  books. 

Wesley  W.  Mowry,  Chair 
Charles  F.  Putnam 
Edward  R.  Bailey 

Walter  E.  C.  George,  Associate  Member 

CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
OF  WEST  ACTON 

Now  completing  its  108th  year,  the  West  Acton  Citizen's 
Library  continues  to  grow  both  in  the  number  of  patrons  served, 
and  in  the  size  of  its  collection.  With  this  growth  on  the  one  hand, 
and  ever  diminishing  Town  funds  on  the  other,  the  Library  has 
been  fortunate,  indeed,  in  the  number  of  its  dedicated  volunteers 
who  range  in  age  from  9  to  80.  Twelve  regular,  six  part-time,  and 
two  elementary  school-age  volunteers  assist  the  Librarian  with  a 
variety  of  projects  as  well  as  help  at  the  front  desk. 


Volunteers  continue  to  deliver  books  to  Suburban  Manor, 
Windsor  Green,  and  to  other  housebound  patrons  who  requesti 
this  free  service. 

During  the  past  year  the  Librarian  and  volunteers  haves 
worked  hard  up-dating  the  non-fiction  sections  and  relocating" 
these  books  to  make  it  easier  for  patrons  doing  research. 

In  May,  the  Auxiliary  again  held  a  very  successful  fund- 
raising  fair,  and  donated  $3,000  to  the  Town  for  the  expressed 
purpose  of  having  the  exterior  of  the  Library  painted.  During  the 
summer  the  Auxiliary  also  subsidized  the  Children's  Story  Time, 
a  program  for  young  children  of  reading  aloud  and  related  crafts, 
led  by  Marjorie  Root. 

It  should  be  noted  that  early  last  year  a  considerable 
number  of  documents,  pictures,  and  books  which  concern  the 
Town  of  Acton  and  had  been  stored  in  the  Library,  were  turned 
over  to  the  Historical  Society  on  indefinite  loan. 


Total  Collection: 

(Books  and  Tapes) 
Purchased: 
Donated: 

Materials  Circulated: 
Out  of  Town  Patrons: 
Book  Delivery: 


10,565 

268 
283 
19,847 
802 
896 


Library  Hours: 


Librarian: 

Board  of  Trustees: 


5  p.m. 


Monday  7  p.m  -  9  p.m. 
Tuesday  -  Friday  10  a.m. 

Suzi  Pomeroy 
Frances  Bissell 
Edward  F.  Clary 
Virginia  C.  Hahn 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 

The  Acton  Commission  on  Disability,  a  new  name  ap- 
proved at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  on  October  28th,  1991,  to 
conform  with  the  state  name  change,  has  been  growing  steadily 
for  the  last  four  years.  Much  has  been  accomplished  and  recog- 
nition has  come  from  throughout  the  state. 

Handicapped  parking  signs  are  in  almost  all  parking  lots  in 
Acton,  and  abuse  of  handicapped  parking  has  been  greatly 
reduced.  Our  program  to  identify  vehicles  is  on-going. 

Awareness  has  been  increased  through  programs  in  the 
schools,  the  media,  certificates  of  appreciation  to  citizens  and 
businesses,  networking,  Enabler,  the  Commission's  newsletter, 
and  the  friends  group.  Friends  of  the  Acton  Disabled. 

The  Commission's  needs  assessment  was  sent  out  with  the 
1990  census  and  brought  a  response  of  446  returns,  with  237 
respondents  noting  a  disability.  A  report  of  the  results  is  available 
at  the  Town  Hall,  the  Memorial  Library,  and  from  Walter  Kiver, 
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'"'  Chairman.  A  second  assessment  was  sent  out  with  the  1991 
'fs  census  and  the  resuhs  will  be  compared  with  last  year.  We  hope 
to  begin  with  some  programs  and  projects  with  the  help  from  our 
friend's  group,  to  address  needs  of  the  disabled  community  and 
foster  better  understanding  in  the  whole  community. 

The  Commission  has  received  calls  from  groups  and  indi- 
viduals all  over  the  state  with  requests  for  information:  on  the 
handicapped  parking  program  run  incoordination  with  the  Acton 
police  department,  how  to  begin  a  commission,  how  to  start  a 
friends  group,  general  information,  and  problem  solving.  Many 
calls  revolve  around  access  issues  including  parking,  housing, 
doorways,  and  accessible  restrooms,  as  well  as  some  on  equip- 
:  ment  such  as  wheelchairs,  modified  vans,  and  adaptive  clothing. 

Members  continue  to  educate  themselves  by  attending 
regional  and  state  meetings.  Networking  is  invaluable.  This  year 
the  emphasis  has  been  on  the  federal  legislation  and  the  Ameri- 
cans With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA).  The  first  part  of  Title  III  goes 
into  effect  on  January  26th,  1992. 

Friends  of  the  Acton  Disabled  raised  money  to  purchase 
four  Kids  on  the  Block  puppets,  (puppets  with  disabilities),  and 
CODE  has  loaned  us  three  more  puppets.  Those  with  physical 
disabilities,  hearing  and  sight  impairments,  and  the  learning 

i  disabled  will  now  be  represented  as  shows  are  put  on  in  the 
schools  and  the  community  twice  a  month.  Former  member 
Nancy  Anselmo,  with  the  help  of  Linda  Gulledge  and  volunteers, 

;  will  be  spreading  awareness  through  this  effective,  stimulating 
vehicle.  FAD  also  raised  over  $3,000  with  the  help  of  the  PTO's 
from  Conant  and  McCarthy  Towne  for  access  at  the  Arboretum. 
Firm  pathways  and  benches  ensure  that  this  beautiful  area  can  be 
enjoyed  by  the  whole  community.  FAD  is  also  working  with  the 
Children's  playground  committee  for  access  at  the  proposed 
playground  for  young  children. 

A  new  by-law  was  passed  at  the  April  Town  Meeting,  with 
I  the  help  of  Roland  Bartl,  to  help  commercial  establishments 
provide  easier  access  for  customers  with  disabilities.  Business 
owners  may  install  handicapped  parking  spaces,  ramps,  and 
other  aids  without  seeking  a  variance. 

In  October,  the  Commission  held  an  ADA  awareness 
celebration  at  the  Arboretum  and  proudly  showed  the  new  picnic 
tables  built  by  Noah  Budiansky  for  his  Eagle  Scout  project.  The 
two  tables  have  a  lip  extended  at  each  end  to  allow  access  for 
wheelchairs.  With  the  help  of  two  scouts,  Mike  Puschak  and 
Oliver  Will,  more  firm  paths  were  added  as  well.  Members  of  the 
Commission  were  joined  by  members  of  FAD,  the  Friends  of  the 
Arboretum,  and  members  of  the  town  Conservation  Commis- 
sion. 

We  welcomed  a  new  member,  Mary  Ellen  Mayo.  Mary 
Ellen  has  jumped  in  as  secretary  and  is  working  on  the  latest 
census  while  catching  up  on  four  years  of  Commission  notes. 

We  wish  to  thank  Gabrielle  Prosnitz,  an  original  member, 
who  left  last  year.  Gay  was  secretary  for  our  first  year  and  ran 


awareness  programs,  began  the  Kids  on  the  Block  program,  and 
Friends'  Dolls,  as  the  educational  liaison.  Gay  will  continue  to 
help  with  awareness  programs  in  the  schools. 

This  next  year  will  see  the  federal  legislation,  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act,  enacted.  Commission  members  are  excited 
and  dedicated  to  working  diligently  to  see  that  Title  III  will  be 
carried  out  and  that  all  businesses  will  be  made  accessible  from 
the  parking  lot  to  the  interior,  including  curb  cuts,  doorways,  and 
accessible  restrooms.  It  is  a  challenge  to  work  to  erase  discrimi- 
nation for  individuals  with  disabilities.  We  want  Acton  to  be  in 
the  forefront  in  meeting  these  federal  regulations  and  we  will  be 
striving  to  make  Acton  accessible  for  all  citizens.  We  encourage 
people  to  help  us  fulfill  our  dream  -  a  community  where  everyone 
is  able  to  fully  participate  in  all  daily  activities. 

A  special  note  to  the  family  of  Sandy  Dietrich.  Sandy  is 
sorely  missed.  She  did  so  much  in  her  short  life  to  spread 
awareness  in  such  a  positive  and  upbeat  way;  she  is  a  true  beacon 
for  us  all. 

Members: 

Walter  Kiver,  Chair 
Cary  Hobson,  Treasurer 
Connie  Ingram 
Lou  Beauregard 
Wayne  Geehan,  Vice  Chair 
Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  Secretary 
Carol  Lake,  Town  Liaison 
Joan  Burrows  Assoc. 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING 
CORPORATION 

In  reflecting  on  the  activity  of  the  Acton  Community 
Housing  Corporation  (ACHC)  for  fiscal  year  1990-91, 1  find  it 
has  been  an  eventful  but  ultimately  disappointing  year. 

It  was  a  year  in  which  we  saw  all  of  our  prior  efforts  to 
facilitate  the  development  of  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
units  in  what  we  thought  were  our  most  viable  projects  (Barker's 
Pond,  Great  Hill,  and  North  Acton  Woods)  all  fall  prey  to  an 
historically  negative  real  estate  market  and  its  attendant  disap- 
pearance of  available  construction  financing. 

It  was  a  year  in  which  several  other  interesting  conceptual 
developments(Hay  ward  Meadows,  Great  Road  Apartments,  and 
the  Wally  property)  never  evolved  into  meaningful  plans,  al- 
though the  Wally  property  is  still  being  reviewed  by  at  least  one 
investor  group  and  may  yet  come  back  to  us  as  a  viable  project. 

It  was  a  year  in  which  our  fund  raising  efforts  were  largely 
unsuccessful.  Planning  efforts  centered  on  three  areas:  a  pro- 
posed "Taste  of  Acton"  evening  with  planned  participation  of 
local  restaurant  owners;  a  housing  fair  wherein  booth  space 
would  be  sold  to  participating  banks,  realtors,  and  other  inter- 
ested parties;  and  direct  solicitation  of  donations,  most  specifi- 
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cally  from  local  banks.  All  of  these  efforts  netted  a  $1,000 
donation  from  Shawmut. 

As  an  appropriately  negative  cap  to  an  ultimately  disap- 
pointing year,  in  May,  due  to  a  lack  of  financial  resources  or  the 
existence  of  any  self-funded  projects,  we  were  forced  to  termi- 
nate the  part-time  work  of  Bryan  Wyatt,  the  corporation's  part- 
nership planner. 

In  the  face  of  all  of  this  I  would  still  contend  that  the  ACHC 
discharged  its  duties  in  an  exemplary  fashion.  A  small  core  of 
dedicated  individuals  have  worked  very  hard  to  address  the  low 
and  moderate  income  housing  needs  of  the  town  of  Acton  in 
extraordinarily  difficult  circumstances.  As  we  look  to  the  imme- 
diate future  I  don't  see  any  real  probability  that  we  will  experi- 
ence meaningful  improvement  in  our  economic  environment. 
We  must  rededicate  oursel  ves  to  our  mission  as  advocates  for  low 
and  moderate  income  housing  by  being  flexible  and  creative  in 
our  approach  to  finding  non-traditional  solutions  to  the  problem 
we  were  created  to  address,  which  is  a  problem  that  not  only  is  not 
going  away,  but  indeed  is  being  exacerbated  by  the  prolonged 
economic  downturn.  My  personal  wish  for  the  new  year  will  be 
that  when  the  next  version  of  this  report  is  written,  we  will  have 
something  more  concrete  to  feel  good  about  than  the  comfort  one 
takes  from  a  noble  but  largely  unproductive  effort. 

Bill  Gothorpe,  Chair 
Peter  Berry 
Steven  Day 
Chuck  Kostro 
Kevin  McManus 
Betty  McManus 
Jana  Mullin 
Roy  Smith 
Nancy  Tavernier 
 Bob  Wiltse  


The  Acton  Conservation  Commission.  Left  to  right,  standing  are  VVilliam 
Hill.  .John  Chalmers,  and  Ann  Shubert.  Seated  arc  Morene  Bodncr,  Peter 
Shanahan.  and  Andrew  Shcehan.  Missing  is  Charlotte  Timledge,  and 
associates  Charlie  Carlson  and  Linda  McElroy. 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Hello,  from  Acton's  Conservation  Commission  and  staff. 
Our  Conservation  Commission  spent  much  of  1991  implement- 
ing their  newly  completed  Wetlands  Rules  and  Regulations,  as 
well  as  overseeing  the  fourth  year  of  Acton's  Eastern  Bluebird 
reintroduction  program.  Land  management,  as  always,  occupied 
a  significant  portion  of  the  Commission's  review  time,  of  which, 
much  was  spent  reviewing  plans  and  development  at  the  Acton 
Arboretum.  Volunteer  labor  was  a  tremendous  asset  to  Conser- 
vation this  past  year,  provided  both  by  local  scout  troops  and 
Acton  residents. 

This  was  a  very  busy  year  for  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion with  respect  to  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act.  The  Commis- 
sion was  responsible  for  the  review  of  38  Notices  of  Intent  and  26 
Requests  for  Determination.  The  review  of  projects  involving 
work  in  and  around  Acton's  wetlands  was  streamlined  in  1991 
with  the  aid  of  our  newly  completed  Wetlands  Bylaw,  Rules  and 
Regulations.  This  document  dictates  the  direction  and  resource 
area  protection  developers  must  follow  when  working  near 
Acton's  remaining  fragile  wetlands. 

Conservation's  ongoing  commitment  to  wildlife  habitat 
enhancement  projects  was  clearly  evident  this  past  year.  The 
Eastern  Bluebird  reintroduction  program  achieved  it's  greatest 
success  thus  far.  We  are  proud  to  announce  the  successful  nesting 
of  four  pairs  of  bluebirds  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1 99 1 . 
This  winter  we  will  install  an  additional  forty  nesting  boxes 
throughout  town. 

The  Arboretum  has  continued  to  evolve  into  a  wonderful 
gathering  place  for  Acton's  residents.  The  Conservation  Com- 
mission was  responsible  for  the  review  and  approval  of  many 
exciting  new  landscape  plans  presented  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Acton  Arboretum.  A  close  bond  between  enhanced  natural 
habitats  and  a  trail  system  allowing  for  people  with  special  needs 
to  enjoy  the  lands  was  the  central  theme  of  development  in  1 99 1 , 
and  will  continue  to  be  of  prime  importance  in  1992.  A  special 
note  of  thanks  to  the  "Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum"  for  acting 
as  the  catalyst  driving  the  Arboretum  forward,  and  to  the  Garden 
Club  for  continuing  to  cultivate  our  pride  and  joy,  the  Herb 
Garden. 

The  present  state  of  our  economy  has  left  funding  for 
conservation  projects  in  a  most  limited  manner.  Thus,  we  rely 
extensively  on  the  many  hours  of  free  labor  and  expertise 
provided  by  Acton's  residents.  A  great  deal  of  the  Arboretum's 
development  is  a  direct  testament  to  volunteer  time.  Volunteer- 
ing their  time  while  achieving  Eagle  Scout  status  during  the 
months  of  1991,  were  scouts,  Noah  Budianski,  Mike  Puschak, 
Phil  Tavernier  and  Thor  Swenson.  The  Conservation  staff  thanks 
everyone  that  gave  their  time  to  promote  local  conservation 
projects  in  1991. 
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This  year  saw  a  very  full  agenda  for  the  Acton  Conserva- 
tion Commission.  We  v/ere  fortunate  to  have  Morene  Bodner  and 
William  Hill  become  commissioners,  with  Charles  Carlson  and 
Linda  McElroy  becoming  new  associate  members.  Other  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  included  Chairman  Andrew  Sheehan, 
Ann  Shubert,  Charlotte  Timledge,  John  Chalmers,  and  Peter 
Shanahan.  Acton's  conservation  staff  included  secretary  Andrea 
MacKenzie  and  Administrator  Tom  Tidman.  Thank  you  to  all  the 
Commissioners  for  giving  their  time  to  oversee  our  conservation 
lands  and  protect  Acton's  remaining  wetland  resource  areas. 

Andrew  Sheehan,  Chair 
John  Chalmers 
Pamela  Resor 
Peter  Shanahan 
Ann  Shubert 
Charlotte  Timledge 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

The  Council  on  Aging  (COA)  provides  direct  services, 
programs,  information,  and  referral  to  older  citizens  and  adult 
children.  Nineteen  hundred  citizens,  sixty  years  and  older,  reside 
in  the  Town  and  are  kept  informed  of  COA  activities  and 
pertinent  information  through  a  direct  mailed  newsletter.  COA 
staff  is  supported  by  a  nine-member  Council  Board.  The  office/ 
resource  center  is  located  in  rented  space  in  the  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Daytime  programs  are  conducted  in  the  West 
Acton  Baptist  Church. 

Some  of  the  COA  direct  services  include  home-delivered 
meals,  varied  day  classes,  bus  trips  to  shopping,  cultural,  and 
recreational  events,  intake  of  fuel  assistance  applications,  com- 
modity food  distribution,  a  friendly  visitor  program,  professional 
speaker  presentations,  telephone  reassurance  calls,  intervention 
and  advocacy  for  individuals  involved  with  social  agencies, 
assistance  with  health  insurance  forms,  emergency  transporta- 
tion on  a  case-by-case  basis,  counseling  with  adult  children, 
loaning  out  of  some  medical/home  equipment,  maintenance  of  a 
collection  of  printed  materials,  and  scheduling  of  home  visits. 

Town  elders  and  handicapped  persons  have  the  availability 
of  two  door-to-door  vans  for  area  transportation  for  modest  fees. 
The  COA  schedules  the  COA  van  which  is  a  sixteen  passenger, 
two  wheelchair  stations  vehicle.  Funding  for  the  service  of  this 
van  and  the  twelve  passenger  Road  Runner  is  administered  by  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  using  federal,  state,  and  town 
assessments.  Additional  funding  for  staffing  is  received  through 
the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs.  Program  support  is  also 
received  through  gifts  from  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  COA,  Inc. 

The  COA  has  many  friends  and  volunteers  in  the  commu- 
nity without  whom  services  and  group  social  occasions  for  our 
elders  would  not  be  possible.  We  thank  the  Acton  Rotary  Club  for 
their  annual  chicken  barbecue,  the  Confirmation  classes  of  St. 


Elizabeth' s,  the  parishioners  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
for  their  dinners.  Theatre  III  for  free  dress  rehearsals,  the  Salva- 
tion Army  for  Hillcrest  Lodge  availability,  McDonald's  for 
breakfasts.  Northeast  Correctional  for  lunches,  and  the  Acton 
Garden  Club,  Junior  Women's  Club,  and  Acton  Women's  Club 
for  programs.  Many  scouts  helped  with  donations  of  holiday  food 
and  favors.  Explorer  Post  7  and  Civil  Defense  volunteers  gave 
hours  of  labor,  snow  shoveling,  and  furniture  moving.  We  also 
thank  our  faithful  wheel-a-meal  drivers,  our  arm  chair  travel 
hosts,  and  all  our  other  program  volunteers. 

There  is  an  on-going  need  for  volunteers  who  wish  one-on- 
one  contact  with  elders  or  who  wish  to  work  with  groups  at  the 
center.  Call  the  COA  office  at  264-9643  if  you  can  give  a 
donation  of  time. 

Marcia  Epstein,  Chair 
Dorothy  Chautin 
Warren  Donovan 
Peggy  ErI  anger 
Juliana  Kennedy 
Marianne  Kiley 
Constance  Krea 
Ruth  Rice 
Roy  Trafton 

ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

A  permanent  fund  was  bequested  to  the  Town  of  Acton  by 
George  R.  White,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth.  The 
income  from  the  fund  is  to  be  used  only  "in  relieving  the 
necessities  of  the  deserving  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Town  to  anticipate  such  necessity  of  aid  and  assistance 
by  inquiry  and  investigation,  in  advance  of  claims  as  far  as 
possible,  in  order  that  sensitive  and  deserving  people  may  receive 
assistance,  who  might,  because  of  publicity,  refrain  from  making 
application  for  aid." 

The  Trustees  signed  requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
totaling  $9425.00  for  the  entire  year.  Funds  were  given  to 
households  in  need. 

Cornelia  Huber 
Edwin  Miller 
John  Powers 
Trustees 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 

The  function  of  the  Engineering  Department  is  to  provide 
the  Town  boards,  committees,  and  departments  with  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  Land  Surveying  expertise;  to  design,  obtain  approv- 
als for,  and  supervise  the  construction  of  public  works  projects; 
to  evaluate  the  engineering  aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for  Town 
boards  and  commissions;  to  inspect  subdivision  construction 
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within  the  Town  to  insure  conformance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions; and  to  maintain  and  update  Town  maps,  atlases,  and 
associated  files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  currently  consists  of 
David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S.,  Engineering  Administrator;  Dennis  P. 
Ring,  Engineering  Assistant  II;  Alan  D.  Perry,  part-time  Engi- 
neering Assistant  I;  and  Donna  Jacobs,  part-time  secretary.  Eric 
K.  Durling,  P.E.,  is  retained  on  an  "as  needed"  basis  to  provide 
professional  engineering  review  of  minor  departmental  projects. 

The  Engineering  Department  supervises  and  coordinates 
several  major  on-going  projects  that  are  reviewed  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Public  Works.  The  design  work  is  done 
by  private  engineering  consultants  hired  by  the  Town,  but  when 
approved  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  the 
actual  construction  will  be  funded  by  the  State.  The  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  intersection  of  Routes  2A  and  27  is  being  funded  in  this 
manner.  This  year  we  completed  final  design  changes  and  ob- 
tained right-of-entry  forms  from  several  abutters.  These  forms 
are  similar  to  a  construction  easement,  and  allow  temporary 
access  onto  private  property  in  order  to  complete  public  works 
projects  within  public  ways.  We  also  applied  for  and  obtained 
approval  from  the  Acton  Conservation  Commission  for  the 
portions  of  this  project  that  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Wetlands  Protection  Act.  The  plans  have  been  accepted  by  the 
M.D.P.  W.  and  the  project  is  scheduled  to  be  bid  for  construction 
early  in  1992. 

The  replacement  of  the  Wetherbee  Street  bridge  over 
Nashoba  Brook  is  another  such  project.  The  plans  have  received 
structural  approval  by  the  M.D.P.W.  under  Chapter  85,  Section 
35,  and  the  project  is  awaiting  funding.  If  approved,  much  of  the 
construction  work  will  be  completed  by  the  Town's  highway 
department  personnel  and  equipment. 

The  "temporary"  traffic  signals  in  West  Acton  have  func- 
tioned extremely  well  this  past  year;  so  well,  in  fact  that  we  have 
hired  Vanasse  Hangen  Brustlin,  Inc.  to  proceed  with  revising 
plans  for  the  "permanent"  signals.  V.H.B.  designed  the  tempo- 
rary signals  and  will  incorporate  many  of  the  favorable  design 
aspects  of  these  signals  into  the  permanent  design.  The  current 
lane  arrangement  will  be  enhanced  by  new  traffic  actuated 
signals  suspended  from  a  mast  arm  instead  of  the  existing  "fixed- 
time"  signals  mounted  on  the  wooden  pole  and  span  wire.  The 
Route  1 1 1  approach  from  Boxborough  will  also  be  reconstructed 
to  a  new  profile  and  cross  section. 

In  addition  to  state  funded  projects,  the  Town  often  ini- 
tiates its  own  traffic  improvement  projects.  The  design  and 
construction  of  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Route  62  and 
High  Street  is  one  example.  Vanasse  Hangen  Brustlin,  Inc. 
completed  the  design  plans  this  year  and  the  highway  department 
made  the  required  changes  to  the  pavement  widths  to  allow  left 
and  right  turn  lanes  from  Route  62  onto  High  Street,  and  a  right 


turn  lane  from  High  Street  onto  Route  62.  In  addition,  pavement  « 

markings  and  electrical  conduits  were  installed  in  anticipation  of  [)j 

the  signal  installation.  While  the  planning  department  continues  oil 
to  seek  funding  for  the  fir\al  phase  of  construction,  installation  of 
signal  equipment,  the  initial  changes  should  improve  traffic  flow 
at  this  intersection. 

in 

The  Engineering  Department  is  responsible  for  the  survey,  ji 

design,  and  construction  stakeout  of  various  projects  undertaken  \i 

by  the  Highway  Department.  Significant  projects  this  year  in-  n 

eluded  completion  of  the  first  phase  of  the  Charter  Road  sidewalk  \ 

near  Arlington  Street.  Construction  was  also  begun  on  the  section  j 

of  sidewalk  closest  to  the  high  school  and  additional  sections  will  ] 

be  constructed  as  easements  are  granted  by  abutters.  Minor  < 

alterations  were  made  to  the  drainage  system  on  Taylor  Road  i 
near  the  Conant  School,  and  a  new  pre-cast  concrete  culvert  was 
installed  on  Conant  Street  at  Pratts  Brook. 

Numerous  projects  were  undertaken  for  other  departments 
during  the  year.  Among  these  were  stake  out  of  a  small  wildlife 
pond  in  the  Acton  Arboretum  for  the  Conservation  Commission, 
and  upgrading  trail  maps  of  various  conservation  lands  using  our 
AutoCad  computer  aided  drafting  system.  We  also  assisted  the 
Town  Clerk's  office  in  re-precincting  the  Town's  voting  districts 
using  the  most  current  U.S.  Census  data. 

The  Engineering  Department  also  undertakes  several  spe- 
cial projects  each  year.  We  continued  the  Forest  Road  landfill 
groundwater  monitoring  well  project.  Due  to  budget  shortfalls, 
our  sampling  schedule  is  still  on  an  annual  basis  rather  than  semi- 
annually as  in  past  years.  The  proposed  North  Acton  Recreation 
Area  made  more  progress  this  year.  We  applied  for  and  obtained 
wetland  approval  from  the  Conservation  Commission  and  sub- 
mitted plans  for  review  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  Site 
grading  plans  were  completed  by  Stamski  &  McNary,  Inc., 
however,  we  prepared  an  extensive  draft  of  the  construction 
contract  documents  needed  to  bid  the  project.  A  major  redesign 
of  the  South  Acton  railroad  commuter  lot  was  completed  in  the 
spring  in  anticipation  of  installing  parking  meters.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  is  currently  reviewing  several  alternatives  prior  to 
issuing  a  policy  on  parking  at  the  lot.  Finally,  after  extensive 
research  and  review,  we  purchased  a  new  electronic  total  station 
survey  instrument  to  compliment  our  computer  aided  drafting/ 
design  (CADD)  system.  The  new  total  station  is  capable  of 
reading  angles  electronically  and  storing  both  angles  and  dis- 
tances in  an  on  board  data  recording  device  for  future  download- 
ing to  the  CADD  system.  Finished  plans  can  now  be  produced 
without  manual  manipulation  of  data. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  from  initial  submission  to  final  completion  of  the 
roads.  When  a  plan  is  submitted,  a  comprehensive  engineering 
evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  subdivision  is  made  based 
on  current  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  Stoneymeade, 
Kennedy  Estates,  Acorn  Park,  Colonial  Acres  III  (MacLeod 
Lane),  Haley  Lane,  Cook  Estates  ( Ayer  Road),  and  Gregory  Lane 
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were  reviewed  and/or  inspected  in  this  inanner.  The  Engineering 
Department  also  did  a  substantial  amount  of  work  for  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  including  bond  estimates  and  reviews  of  hammer- 
head lots  and  cotnmon  drive  special  permits. 

The  Engineering  Department  handles  the  daily  routine  of 
inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the  installation  of  utilities  and 
driveways;  responding  to  requests  concerning  drainage  prob- 
lems; reviewing  site  plans;  preparing  street  acceptance  docu- 
ments; updating  the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning 
Maps,  and  other  Town  Maps;  providing  the  general  public  with 
information;  and  assisting  the  various  Town  boards  and  agencies. 
This  aspect  of  our  work  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
capability  of  our  CADD  system.  We  are  currently  in  the  process 
of  converting  our  hand  drafted  maps  to  computer  generated 
versions  which  will  increase  the  speed  and  efficiency  of  updating 
them. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  received  from  the  other 
Town  departments,  boards,  and  committees,  especially  from  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager's  office  for  recognizing 
the  need  to  maintain  pace  with  current  technological  advances  to 
compensate  for  the  decrease  in  staffing  over  the  past  several 
years.  We  look  forward  to  further  productive  efforts  in  the 
coming  year. 

David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Engineering  Administrator 

FENCE  VIEWER 

The  duties  of  the  fence  viewer  are  contained  in  Massachu- 
setts General  Laws,  Chapter 49,  Secfion  1  -20,  inclusive.  This  law 
pertains  to  the  need  for  partition  fences  on  property  lines  of 
adjoining  improved  parcels  of  land  used  for  agricultural  purposes 
(primarily  the  keeping  of  livestock).  The  appointed  fence  viewer 
for  the  Town  reports  no  activity  in  such  partition  fences  for  the 
year  1991. 

Although  this  is  now  an  archaic  position,  several  general 
questions  concerning  fences  are  answered  each  year.  Landown- 
ers, when  erecting  fences,  should  keep  the  following  facts  in 
mind: 

1 .  Section  5.3. 1  of  the  Town's  Zoning  Bylaw  limits  the 
height  of  walls  and  fences  in  yard  setback  areas  to  no 
more  than  eight  feet. 

2.  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  49,  Section  2 1 , 
determines  when  certain  fences  may  be  deemed  a 
private  nuisance  and  should  be  consulted  when  there 
is  a  question  concerning  a  spite  fence. 

3.  Section  E39  of  the  Town  Bylaws  provides  that  when 
erecting  a  fence  fronting  on  a  public  way  the  fence 
should  not  encroach  within  the  public  right  of  way 


without  a  written  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Assistance  in  determining  the  location  of  this  right-of- 
way  line  is  generally  available  from  the  Acton  Engi- 
neering Department. 

I  can  normally  be  reached  during  the  day  at  264-9628. 

David  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Fence  Viewer 

GOODNOW  FUND 

The  Goodnow  will  provides  for  the  perpetual  care  payment 
made  to  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  the  balance  of  the  interest 
earned  from  the  fund  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton  Congregational 
Church 

Investment  $  3,000.00 

Receipts  &  Disbursements 

Interest  (2  Years)  701.65 

Town  of  Acton  for  Perpetual  care 

of  Goodnow  lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Fiscal  1990  &  1991  40.00 

Treasurer  of  Acton  Congregational  Church 
Fiscall990&  1991  661.65 

701.65 

Mabel  A.  Grekula 
Frances  Moretti 
Shirley  Towle 
Trustees 

HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY 
COMMISSION 

The  HFAC  consists  of  16  voting  members:  10  represent  6 
local  towns  and  4  local  civic  organizations  and  the  remaining  6 
represent  businesses  that  use  Hanscom  Field.  MASSPORT  and 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  support  every  meeting,  however  they  have  no 
voting  rights.  For  more  information,  detailed  minutes  of  each 
meeting  are  on  file  at  the  Acton  Library.  This  report  will  com- 
ment only  on  those  issues  that  impact  Acton. 

Again,  noise  generated  by  aircraft  was  one  of  the  major 
issues  for  1991.  The  ongoing  Part  150  study  initiated  by 
MASSPORT  ran  into  several  problems.  The  most  serious  was  the 
failure  of  the  engineering  firm,  Wyle  Labs,  to  analyze  the  noise 
data  that  has  been  collected.  MASSPORT  terminated  its  contract 
with  Wyle  Labs  and  is  currently  searching  for  a  replacement. 
This  will  delay  completion  of  the  Part  150  study  by  at  least  one 
year.  In  addifion,  a  new  federal  law  controlling  airport  noise  will 
require  expansion  of  the  Part  1 50  study.  This  means  more  money 
and  more  time  will  be  required  to  complete  the  study.  The 
permanent  noise  monitors  that  MASSPORT  installed  this  past 
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year  in  and  around  Hanscom  Field  are  in  operation.  The  data 
collected  by  this  equipment  will  be  used  to  support  the  Part  150 
study  and  the  update  of  the  Generic  Environment  Impact  Report 
that  was  started  this  year.  The  GEIR  is  a  document  that  originated 
in  1988.  The  purpose  of  the  report  is  to  study  the  impact  of  an 
"assumed"  growth  at  Hanscom  Field  over  a  five  year  period.  The 
assumed  growth  for  the  period  1 990- 1 995  will  be  1  %  and  3%  by 
direction  from  the  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs. 

The  monthly  check  by  MASSFORT  on  the  noise  levels  at 
Hanscom  Field  has  not  shown  an  increase  in  several  years  but 
there  have  been  several  changes  in  the  operation  that  have 
increased  the  number  of  flights  of  larger/noisier  aircraft.  Two  of 
the  local  sports  teams  have  been  using  a  charter  jet  that  transports 
the  teams  from  Hanscom.  Since  the  charter  aircraft  is  not  "based" 
at  Hanscom  Field  this  is  permitted  by  law.  The  number  of  military 
aircraft  flying  in  and  out  of  Hanscom  has  also  increased  because 
Pease  AFB  was  closed  and  a  Medivac  unit  from  McGuire  AFB 
also  makes  use  of  Hanscom. 

If  a  particular  flight  seems  noisy  to  you,  you  can  call 
Hanscom  at  617-274-6814  for  an  explanation.  It  is  important  to 
let  Hanscom  and  your  representative  know  of  your  concerns. 

The  subject  of  the  possibility  of  a  second  airport  for  Boston 
located  in  the  Ft.  Devens/Ayer  area  is  not  an  issue  on  the  monthly 
HFAC  agendas.  MASSPORT  does  comment  from  time  to  time 
on  the  progress  of  the  airport  search  group  and  the  reasons  for 
some  of  the  decisions  made  by  the  search  group.  As  of  the 
moment  it  is  not  clear  if  a  second  airport  will  be  needed,  and  if  it 
will  be  needed,  when  it  would  be  required  to  be  operational. 
Acton  should  study  the  possible  effects  and  be  prepared  to 
influence  the  resultant  impact  of  a  large  airport  in  Acton. 

Ken  Klemmer,  Acton  Representative 

Fran  A.  Maclntyre,  Alternate  Acton  Representative 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

The  Highway  Department  installed  a  guardrail  fence  at 
Goward  Field,  installed  a  new  walkway  at  the  arboretum,  and  dug 
a  new  pond.  We  helped  the  Cemetery  Department  to  build  new 
lots  in  West  Acton  by  bulldozing,  stumping,  and  regrading; 
installed  a  parking  lot  for  Conservation  on  Nagog  Hill  Road; 
installed  berm  around  Town;  reconstructed  a  sidewalk  was  in 
West  Square  at  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Central  Street;  re- 
placed a  concrete  sidewalk  at  Acton  Center  Library;  installed 
new  gas  lines  at  all  the  schools.  We  started  a  new  sidewalk  on 
Charter  Road.  All  crosswalks,  fog  lines,  and  center  lines  were 
painted. 

TRANSFER  STATION 

The  Transfer  Station  is  transporting  9,700  tons  of  trash  per 
year  to  NESWC.  The  Highway  Department  continued  the  leaf 
recycling  program  and  the  Christmas  tree  recycling  program. 


This  year  about  1,000  tons  were  collected,  saving  the  Town 
money  on  the  tipping  fees.  The  Town  signed  a  contract  with  BFIi  i 
to  haul  all  of  our  recyclables  from  the  recycling  center.  This-  1 
program  is  working  very  well.  > 

I 

SNOW  I 

Snow  fence  was  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street 
and  Hay  ward  Road  and  Wetherbee  Street  at  Route  2.  Sand  barrels 
were  cleaned  and  placed  around  town.  There  were  a  total  of  27  i 
sandings  and  6  plowable  storms  for  total  of  25  inches  of  snow  for 
the  winter.  Salt  and  sand  is  available  at  the  Town  yard  D.P.W. 
Building  on  Forest  Road  for  all  Town  residents.  All  of  the  plows 
were  sandblasted  and  painted. 

DRAINAGE 

The  Highway  Department  installed  a  new  4X6  culvert  that 
rotted  out  on  Conant  Street.  Many  basins  were  repaired  and  8  new 
ones  were  installed.  Some  brooks  were  cleaned  and  catchbasins 
were  cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

EQUIPMENT 

The  Highway  Department  had  three  Mack  trucks  refur- 
bished. It  was  very  much  appreciated. 

ROADS  ' 

All  drainage  structures  were  raised  to  meet  new  road 
grades,  stones  were  dug  out  and  roads  were  crack  filled.  Approxi- 
mately 7,500  tons  of  hot  top  was  laid  on  the  following  streets: 
Route  62,  Main  Street,  Conant  Street,  Arlington  Street,  Pope 
Road,  and  High  Street.  This  program  was  a  State  program  and 
was  100%  reimbursable. 

There  was  no  oiling  or  hot  top  programs  this  year  because 
of  cutbacks  in  the  Town  budget.  All  roads  were  swept  and  all 
catchbasins  were  cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  assistant,  Dave  Brown,  and  my  ^ 
secretary,  Elaine  Lawson,  for  their  help.  Also  my  thanks  to  the  ! 
men  on  the  Highway  Department  for  an  excellent  job  done.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  all  other  Departments  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Richard  Howe 
Highway  Superintendent 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT 
COMMISION 

The  Acton  Historic  District  Commission  was  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1991  to 
administer  the  Historic  District  Bylaw  and  three  Chapter  40-C 
Local  Historic  Districts  that  were  passed  by  Special  Town 
Meeting  in  November  of  1990. 


22 


Over  the  course  of  the  fall,  the  Commission  met  twice 
monthly  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the  administration  of  the 
Districts.  The  Commission  wrote  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for 
its  own  procedures,  and  developed  formats  and  instructions  for 
applicants  for  Certificates  pertaining  to  construction  work  in  the 
Historic  Districts. 

With  that  work  accomplished,  the  Commission  plans  to  file 
the  District  maps  with  Middlesex  County  Registry  of  Deeds  early 
in  1992,  and  begin  the  administration  of  the  Districts  in  time  for 
the  start  of  the  spring  building  season. 

Anne  Forbes,  Chair 
Wesley  Mowry,  Vice-Chair 
Joan  Gates,  Secretary 
Christopher  Dallmus 
Michaela  Moran 
Sandra  Schmidt 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Acton  Historical  Commission  continues  to  answer 
inquiries  regarding  properties  and  other  information  pertaining 
to  Acton's  past.  We  are  pleased  that  interest  in  local  history 
appears  to  be  increasing,  and  we  encourage  your  questions  which 
we  shall  attempt  to  answer. 

During  1991,  we  were  involved  with  the  following  re- 
quests for  demolition  permits.  The  AHC  agreed  that  the  house 
and  barn  at  127-129  Great  Road  might  be  removed  from  the 
Cultural  Resource  List  and  demolished  by  its  owner,  Mr.  Robert 
Moran  of  Mini  Warehouse  Real  Estate  Trust,  as  the  buildings  are 
in  a  state  of  disrepair. 

The  John  White  house  at  5 10  Great  Road  was  dismantled 
and  stored.  It  will  be  eventually  erected  at  Boxborough  Common 
where  Mr.  John  Lyons  will  reconstruct  it.  Mr.  Richard  White, 
who  lived  in  this  house  and  who  currently  resides  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  supplied  us  with  specific  details  on  this  building  and  Acton 
as  he  knew  it  in  the  early  20th  century. 

After  six  months  of  futile  negotiating  in  an  attempt  to 
preserve,  purchase,  or  rehabilitate  the  Lamson  House,  we  voted 
to  allow  its  demolition  with  the  recommendation  that  the  owner 
preserve  as  much  as  possible  of  the  structure  and  allow  it  to  be 
used  as  part  of  an  addition  to  another  building. 

Members  of  the  commission  have  continued  to  research 
and  photograph  properties  throughout  Acton.  It  is  a  never-ending 
task  to  gather  information  and  other  materials  relating  to  build- 
ings on  Acton's  Cultural  Resource  List.  Once  we  have  better 
access  to  our  files,  currently  located  in  the  attic  of  Town  Hall,  the 
job  will  be  easier.  We  have  collaborated  with  other  town  boards 
for  the  preservation  of  artifacts  such  as  the  Indian  site  in  North 
Acton.  We  are  always  interested  in  cooperating  with  other 
committees  toward  restoration  and  preservation  of  Acton  prop- 
erties. 


We  appreciate  the  many  hours  of  volunteer  work  that  Ann 
Forbes  and  Richard  Boast  contributed  to  our  undertakings. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chair 

Lawrence  Story,  Clerk 

Francis  Domurat 

William  Klauer 

Virginia  Milbery 

Robert  Rhodes,  Jr.,  Associate 

Marianne  Trevaris,  Associate 


HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

During  a  year  that  presented  great  financial  crisis  through- 
out the  Commonwealth  we  have  continued  to  house  successfully 
280  households  through  our  administration  of  a  Section  8  Certifi- 
cate Program,  a  State  Chapter  707  Rental  Assistance  Program,  a 
Chapter  707  Single  Room  Occupancy  Program  for  handicapped, 
a  Chapter  689  Handicapped  Program,  a  Chapter  705  Family 
Housing  Program  consisting  of  twenty-seven  scattered  site  con- 
dominiums, a  twelve  unit  family  housing  development,  and  two 
Chapter  667  elderly/handicapped  housing  complexes. 

1 99 1  has  proven  challenging  to  both  the  Board  and  Staff  as 
we  wrestled  with  State  mandated  staffing  and  salary  reductions 
while  attempting  to  maintain  a  constant  level  of  support  services 
to  our  clients.  Our  consistency  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  a 
dedicated  staff  combined  with  a  community  commitment  to  fund 
specific  programs  earmarked  for  the  Authority's  subsidized 
clients.  These  were  a  career  counseling  program,  a  Parent  Aide 
Program  for  families  in  crisis,  and  a  unique  Single  Parent  Pro- 
gram offered  by  the  Authority  under  the  direction  of  staff 
member  Doli  Atamian.  The  Authority  would  like  to  thank  the 
following  for  their  continued  support  and/or  financial  contribu- 
tions: the  Acton  Lions  Club,  the  Acton  Rotary,  the  White  Fund, 
the  Acton/Boxborough  United  Way,  the  Acton/Boxborough 
Junior  Women'sClub,  the  Acton/Boxborough  Girl  Scouts,  Digi- 
tal Equipment  Corporation,  and  several  area  churches.  Through 
the  continued  commitment  of  the  State/Federal  housing  subsidy 
programs,  the  Town  agencies.  Boards,  Departments,  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  and  the  financial  support  of  community  service 
organizations  and  businesses,  our  clients  will  continue  to  develop 
self-reliance  and  self-sufficiency  for  their  future. 

Betty  McManus,.  Executive  Director 
Board  Members 
Barbara  Yates,  Chairman 
Jean  Schoch,  Vice  Chairman 
Joseph  Mercurio,  Treasurer 
Barbara  Willson,  Secretary 
Peter  Berry,  Member 
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INVESTMENT  ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

The  Town  of  Acton  has  fifty  different  trust  funds  which  are 
pooled  for  investment  purposes  in  its  own  Common  Trust  Fund. 
Of  this  number  twenty-six  are  Cemetery  funds,  thirteen  are 
Library  funds,  four  are  charity  funds,  seven  are  general  funds 
serving  a  variety  of  purposes.  The  funds  vary  widely  in  dollar 
amounts  with  the  original  gifts  of  seven  of  them  amounting  to  less 
than  $500.00  each  while  several  exceed  $100,000  and  one  funds 
amounts  to  nearly  $300,000.  The  Common  Trust  Fund  was 
established  in  1980  and  has  the  Bank  of  Boston  acting  as  the 
custodian  and  keeping  the  record  of  each  of  the  fifty  participants. 
Franklin  Management  Corporation  acts  as  the  investment  man- 
ager and  all  purchases  and  sales  of  securities  are  made  in 
consultation  with  the  Town  Treasurer  and  the  Investment  Advi- 
sory Committee.  For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1991  capital 
gains  of  $4 1 ,9 14.90  were  realized  of  which  $  1 3,946. 14  was  in  the 
sales  of  common  stocks  and  $27,968.76  was  in  sales  and 
maturities  of  bonds.  This,  together  with  the  net  amount  of 
$174,767.50  realized  between  1980  and  June  30,  1990  makes  a 
total  of  $2 16,682.40  in  capital  gains  that  has  been  realized  since 
the  Town  Common  Trust  Fund  was  established.  In  addition  the 
appraisal  of  the  fund  on  June  30,  1991  showed  $173,631.94  of 
unrealized  capital  gains  of  which  $1 16,577.45  was  in  the  com- 


mon stock  portion  and  $57,054.49  was  in  the  bond  portion  of  the 
account. 

The  members  of  the  Investment  Advisory  Committee  have 
received  detailed  quarterly  reports  of  the  Common  Trust  Fund 
and  they  have  met  at  intervals  with  its  investment  manager  to 
discuss  the  account  and  any  investment  action  that  may  be 
proposed.  They  have  also  been  available  by  telephone  when 
needed  between  meetings. 

A  summary  report  of  the  Acton  Common  Trust  Fund  as  of 
June  30,  1991  is  given  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report.  The 
bonds  and  notes  in  the  trust  had  an  average  maturity  of  2  years  and 
9  months  with  the  longest  maturity  being  5  years  and  10  days. 
This  group  of  securities  makes  up  84.8%  of  the  total  fund  at 
market  value  and  is  composed  entirely  of  U.S.A.  Treasury  and 
Government  Agency  bonds  and  notes.  It  was  earning  an  annual 
income  of  $122,625  which  amounted  to  7.9%  based  on  the  cost 
and  7.6%  based  on  the  market  value  of  these  securities.  The 
common  stock  portion  of  the  portfolio  consisted  of  17  different 
companies  covering  a  broad  spectrum  of  American  Industry, 
with  the  greatest  concentrations  being  health  care,  consumer 
staples,  and  telephone  utility  companies.  The  annual  dividends 
being  received  amounted  to  $8,906  for  a  return  of  5  3%  based  on 
cost,  but  only  3 . 1  %  based  on  the  market  value  of  these  securities. 
This  reflected  the  fact  that  unrealized  capital  gains  in  this  part  of 
the  portfolio  amounted  to  $1 16,577. 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  TRUST  FUND 


BONDS  AND  NOTES 
COMMON  STOCKS 
CASH  EQUIVALENT 

TOTAL 


Cost 

,548,645  90.0% 
167,873  9.8 
3,442  0.2 


1,719,960  100.0% 


Market  Value 
June  30, 1989 

1,605,700  84.8% 
284,450  15.0 
3,442  0.2 


1,893.592 


Unrealized 
Gain 

57,055 
116,577 


100.0%  173.632 


Annual 
Income 

122,625 
8,906 
210 

131,741 


Charles  F.  Putnam,  Chair 

W.  Roy  Wetherby,  Dir.  of  Finance 

Brewster  Conant 

Howel  T.  Evans 

James  L.  Greenbaum 

Allan  D.  Gulliver 
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THE  LOWELL  REGIONAL  TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY 

The  Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  (LRTA)  is  one  of 
fourteen  regional  authorities  established  within  the  Common- 
wealth in  1974  to  continue  and  improve  local  transit  services. 
Working  with  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging  and  the  Transporta- 
tion Advisory  Committee,  the  LRTA  forms  the  basis  of  three 
local  transportation  services:  the  Road  Runner  Van,  The  council 
on  Aging  Van  and  Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service. 

Service  to  town  residents  aged  60  years  and  older,  or  those 
who  are  handicapped  is  provided  by  two  van  services  operating 
five  days  a  week.  The  Road  Runner  and  the  COA  Van  provide 
curb-to-curb,  pick-up  service  in  Acton  and  surrounding  towns  on 
an  advanced  (24-hour)  reservation  basis.  Both  vans  can  accom- 
modate ambulatory,  as  well  as  wheelchair-bound  patrons. 

The  vans  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes  including 
shopping,  medical  appointments,  visits  to  the  CES  Day  Care 
Center,  Senior  Center  activities,  recreation,  or  visiting  friends 
and  relatives.  The  nominal  fare  schedule  is  40  cents  per  one-way 
trip  within  Acton,  80  cents  for  trips  to  Concord  or  Maynard,  and 
10  cents  to  the  Senior  Center  at  the  Acton  Baptist  Church.  Road 
Runner  service  may  be  arranged  by  calling  263-469 1 ,  while  COA 
Van  information  is  available  at  264-9651. 

For  several  years,  the  Road  runner  was  the  sole  means  of 
transportation  available  through  the  Council  on  Aging,  with 
ridership  continuing  to  increase,  it  became  apparent  that  addi- 
tional facilities  would  be  required  to  maintain  adequate  service. 
In  February  of  1987,  service  was  expanded  by  initiation  of  the 
COA  Van.  This  new  service  resulted  from  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  LRTA,  which  supplied  the  van;  the  Council  on  Aging, 
which  provides  the  management  of  the  service;  and  financial 
subsidy  by  the  Town.  Operating  expenses  have  been  reduced 
further  through  the  cooperation  and  proficiency  of  the  Acton 
Highway  Department  which  has  maintained  the  COA  Van  at  an 
outstanding  level  of  availability. 

This  cooperative  effort  has  resulted  in  operating  costs 
lower  than  those  of  the  Road  Runner.  Ridership  on  the  combined 
services  was  over  13,000  in  1989,  rising  to  almost  14,000  in 
1991.  In  calendar  year  1991,  the  Road  Runner  provided  6,292 
trips,  while  the  COA  Van  was  used  for  7,306  elderly  trips,  358 
disable  transports  and  24  riding  companions  for  a  total  of  7,688 
trips.  Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service  offers  16  round  trips  per 
weekday  to  Boston  starting  at  6:26  AM,  nine  to  Fitchburg,  with 
three  continuing  on  to  Gardner.  Saturday  and  Sunday  schedules 
are  more  limited.  Schedules  can  be  obtained  at  the  Acton  Memo- 
rial Library  or  by  calling  1-800-392-6099.  Service  to  Boston 
terminates  at  North  Station  with  an  MBTA  rapid  transit  station 
directly  across  the  street.  The  Fitchburg  run  ends  at  Depot  Square 
(at  the  junction  of  Rts.  2A  and  12),  where  Montachusetts  Re- 
gional Transit  Authority(MART)  local  buses  connect.  MART 


information  may  be  obtained  by  calling  1-508-345-771 1.  Trains 
depart  from  the  South  Acton  Commuter  Parking  Lot  located  on 
Central  Street,  just  off  Main  Street.  The  fare  from  Acton  to 
Boston  is  $3.50  one  way,  children's  fare  is  $1 .75,  with  reduced 
rate  12  ride  and  monthly  rates  available. 

Don  Herskovitz 

Transportation  Advisory  Committee 

METROPOLITAN  AREA 
PLANNING  COUNCIL 

MAFC  provided  staff  support  to  the  MAGIC  (Minuteman 
Advisory  Group  on  Interlocal  Coordination)  of  which  Acton  is  a 
member.  The  MAGIC  subregion  designed  and  promoted  a  new 
voluntary  process  for  subregional  review  of  Developments  of 
Regional  Impact  (DRI)  to  be  implemented  in  1992;  worked  on 
Land  Bank  legislation  supporting  a  local  option  bill  to  generate 
revenues  for  open  space  and  affordable  housing;  and  formed  the 
Route  2  Corridor  Advisory  Committee  (CAC). 

MAFC  staff  also  coordinated  review  of  the  Transportation 
Improvement  Program;  facilitated  discussions  and  public  input 
on  the  amendments  to  the  State  Implementation  Plan  for  Air 
Quality;  attended  on  behalf  of  our  member  communities;  all 
PMT  (Program  for  Mass  Transportation)  meetings;  identified 
commuter  parking  locations  in  the  MAGIC  subregion;  intro- 
duced the  Pavement  Management  Program;  provided  popula- 
tion/age group  forecasts;  subregional  and  community  census 
profiles;  census  data  analysis;  mapping  of  land  resource  protec- 
tion areas;  and  coordinated  review  and  input  to  "A  Strategic 
Metropolitan  Transportation  System"  as  part  of  MetroPlan  2000. 

Ongoing  MetroPlan  2000  activities  included  development 
of  the  Transportation,  Land  Resources  and  Housing  Elements 
with  input  by  the  subregions  and  policy  committees. 

Donald  Gilberti 


MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 

Acton  is  one  of  16  towns  in  an  area  stretching  from 
Arlington  to  Harvard  that  receives  help  for  its  over  sixty  citizens 
from  Minuteman  Home  Care  (MHC).  The  private  nonprofit 
corporation  is  directed  by  a  Board  of  28  members,  appointed  by 
the  16  towns.  MHC  pays  for  the  services  it  provides  with  money 
from  the  Federal,  State  and  Town  governments,  donations  from 
individuals,  corporations  and  foundations,  and  minimal  fees 
charged  on  a  sliding  scale.  During  1991  its  income  totaled 
$4,768,027  from  the  following  sources: 
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Federal 
State 

Town  Shares 
Fund  Raising 
Fees  and  Donations 


$783,965 
$3,541,625 
$23,524 
$124,024 
$294,889 


Each  town's  local  share  assessment  is  based  on  the  number 
ofcitizens  over  60.  For  fiscal  year  1992  which  began  July  1, 1991 
this  amounts  to  $  1 , 1 68  for  Acton.  This  translates  into  62  cents  for 
each  of  the  1,812  over  sixty  citizens.  In  fiscal  year  1991,  Acton 
was  unable  to  pay  their  assessment  because  of  budgetary  distress. 
A  reduced  assessment  of  $500  was  negotiated  for  that  fiscal  year. 

MHC  services  provided  to  elders  in  Acton  during  the  year 
that  ended  June  30,  199!  totaled  $129,125,  46  Acton  residents 
received  services  through  the  State  Home  Care  Program,  which 
provides  homemaking,  transportation,  case  management,  per- 
sonal care,  day  care,  protective  services,  companionship,  chore 
services,  information  &  referral  and  home  health.  297  elders 
participated  in  services  through  Minuteman's  Area  Agency  on 
Aging  Programs,  which  include  Home  Delivered  Meals,  the 
Eating  Together  meal  site.  Legal  Services,  Nursing  Home  Om- 
budsman Program,  Senior  Aide  Job  Training,  and  Day  care 
transportation.  46  Acton  residents  received  services  under  Spe- 
cial Programs  for  nursing  home  screening  and  Alzheimer's 
Education. 

The  Board  and  Staff  of  MHC  wish  to  thank  Stanton  Collins 
for  his  service  on  the  Board  during  1991  and  Marion  Grotheer 
who  recently  resigned  as  Acton's  member  on  the  Board.  Both 
members  provided  excellent  representation  on  behalf  of  Acton's 
elders. 

MHC's  office  at  24  Third  Avenue,  Burlington  and  can  be 
reached  at  263-8720 


Tom  Tidman,  Conservation  Administrator,  and  Andrea  MacKenzie,  secre- 
tary for  the  Municipal  Properties  and  Conservation  Department,  examine  a 
plant  specimen. 


MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

The  Department  of  Municipal  Properties  discharges  the 
following  duties: 

1 .  Maintenance,  management,  and  construction  of  all  Town 
Buildings,  except  those  controlled  by  the  School  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  Maintenance  and  development  of  the  Town  Common, 
Parks,  Playgrounds,  Conservation  Land,  and  Town  For- 
ests. 

3.  Management  of  street  trees  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapter 
87,  and  management  of  Public  Nuisances  related  to  Shade 
Trees,  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapter  132. 

4.  Mosquito  Control  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapters  40  and 
252. 

5.  Staff  support  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for  ground- 
water protection,  wetlands  enforcement,  and  acquisition 
and  management  of  conservation  areas. 

6.  Technical  expertise  as  needed  for  site  plan  and  subdivision 
reviews  and  inspections. 

7.  Oversight  of  Cemetery  operations. 

8.  Administration  of  utility  budget. 

ROADSIDE  VEGETATION  MANAGEMENT 

This  year  1 0 1  dead  or  dangerous  street  trees  were  removed, 
52  street  trees  were  safety  pruned,  27  street  trees  were  planted, 
and  106  tree  stumps  that  presented  traffic  hazards  were  ground 
out  below  grade.  Forty  Scotch  Pines  were  transplanted  to 
provided  visual  screening  at  Goward  Field  and  the  Police  Station. 
Fifteen  of  the  street  trees  planted  were  paid  for  by  the  State  as  part 
of  a  "Massachusetts  Releaf '  grant. 

Approximately  40  miles  of  road  shoulder  were  mowed 
with  the  side  arm  mower,  and  many  other  areas  and  intersections 
were  cut  using  chain  saws.  Sections  of  Nagog  Hill  Road,  Parker 
Street,  Concord  Road,  Proctor  Street,  Heritage  Road, 
Robinwood  Road,  Arborwood  Road,  Central  Street,  Homestead 
Street,  Conant  Street,  Minot  Avenue,  Tuttle  Drive,  Newtown 
Road,  Spring  Hill  Road,  Foster  Street,  Coughlin  Street,  Charter 
Road,  High  Street,  Maple  Street,  Martin  Street,  Stow  Street, 
Arlington  Street  and  Prospect  Street  were  extensively  cut  back  to 
re-establish  the  road  shoulder.  Poison  ivy  growing  along  ap- 
proximately five  miles  of  roadway  was  selectively  sprayed  with 
Weedone  170  to  control  this  public  nuisance. 

The  continuing  major  cause  of  street  tree  death  in  Acton  is 
Ash  Decline.  This  disease  is  believed  to  be  caused  by  a 
mycoplasm  like  organism,  or  M.L.O.  which  is  believed  to  be 
transmitted  by  a  leaf-hopper.  The  disease  is  always  fatal  when  it 
infects  drought-stressed  Ash  trees  that  are  growing  in  association 
with  goldenrod,  asters,  and  other  grassy  weeds.  There  is  no 
control  strategy,  and  infected  trees  die  within  one  or  two  years  of 
when  the  symptoms  first  appear. 
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Gypsy  moth  activity  continues  to  rebound  in  western 
Middlesex  County.  State  officials  estimate  that  899  acres  were 
ilij  defoliated  in  Acton  in  June.  Many  caterpillars  died  due  to 
Entomophaga  fungus  and  Polyhydrosis  virus,  but  enough  sur- 
vived to  maturity  to  deposit  significant  numbers  of  egg  masses. 
At  this  point  it  appears  that  large  areas  of  Acton  will  be  subject 
to  defoliation  in  June  of  1992.  No  town  wide  control  program  is 
contemplated,  but  landowners  might  want  to  think  seriously 
about  protecting  high  value  plantings,  which  will  die  if  repeat- 
edly defoliated. 

In  1991  Acton  was  recertified  for  the  seventh  consecutive 
year  as  a  Tree  City  U.S.  A.  by  the  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation, 
in  recognition  of  our  urban  forestry  efforts.  The  Director  was  also 
appointed  to  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Massachusetts  Urban 
Forestry  Council,  which  is  a  State  Board  that  works  with  the 
United  States  Forest  Service  on  urban  forestry  programs.  The 
Director  reviewed  and  inspected  all  subdivision  and  commercial 
site  plans  for  compliance  with  street  tree  and  landscaping  stan- 
dards. 

Hurricane  Bob  caused  a  moderate  amount  of  damage  to 
street  trees  and  utility  lines.  All  public  ways,  except  those 
blocked  by  downed  power  lines,  were  kept  open  during  the  storm 
by  Town  crews,  and  most  of  the  clean-up  was  completed  in  the 
following  three  weeks.  Fifty  public  shade  trees  were  destroyed  in 
the  storm,  and  many  trees  on  conservation  land  will  have  to  be 
removed  from  the  trails.  The  Town  has  applied  for  Federal  Aid 
for  reimbursement  of  the  storm  costs. 

In  1992  large  portions  of  Acton  are  scheduled  for  a  "pro- 
gram line  trim",  conducted  by  contractors  hired  by  Boston 
Edison  Company.  Under  this  program,  tree  limbs  that  are  in  close 
proximity  to  electric  wires,  or  that  may  grow  out  close  to  wires 
in  the  next  three  to  five  years,  are  cut  back.  All  work  done  on  town 
trees  is  by  permit  from  the  Tree  Warden,  and  is  inspected 
frequently.  Proper  line  trimming  does  not  have  to  be  ugly  or 
damaging  to  trees,  but  close  supervision  to  protect  the  Town's 
property  is  important. 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

The  mosquito  control  program  ran  from  late  May  until  late 
September.  The  entire  town  was  fogged  five  times  with  Mala- 
thion,  each  application  requiring  about  10  dry,  calm  nights  to 
complete.  The  larvicide  and  water  management  program,  which 
are  highly  effective  in  controlling  mosquitoes  at  the  source,  were 
eliminated  for  FY'91  due  to  the  budget  cutbacks.  The  flooding 
associated  with  Hurricane  Bob  created  an  ideal  environment  for 
mosquito  breeding,  so  the  fogging  cycle  was  continued  until  the 
first  hard  frost. 

The  U.L.V.  Fogger  dispenses  a  cloud  of  Malalhion,  at  the 
rate  of  approximately  two  onces  per  acre,  in  a  swath  300  feet 
wide.  The  cloud  can  remain  toxic  to  mosquitoes  from  1  to  12 
hours,  depending  upon  weather  conditions.  This  adulticiding 
technique  is  highly  effective  in  developed  areas.  In  addition  to 


it's  use  as  a  mosquito  adulticide,  malathion  is  a  commonly  used 
agricultural  pesticide,  registered  for  use  on  over  300  pests.  All 
fogger  operators  are  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts  Pesticide 
Bureau.  Residents  who  wish  to  exclude  their  property  from 
pesticide  applications  should  contact  this  office  by  May  1  so  that 
the  exclusion  areas  can  be  mapped  prior  to  the  program  start-up. 

Homeowners  can  augment  the  Town's  mosquito  control 
activities  in  the  following  ways: 

—  Cut  back  overgrown  shrubbery  near  your  house  that 
provide  shelter  and  "resting  areas"  for  mosquitoes. 

—  Drain  stagnant  puddles,  unused  swimming  pools,  and 
other  containers  that  provide  breeding  areas  for  mos- 
quitoes. 

—  Make  sure  that  mosquito  screens  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  screen  in  all  porches. 

—  Wear  light  colored  clothing  and  use  moderate 
amounts  of  repellent  when  outside  in  the  evening. 

—  Purchase  biological  larvicides  such  as  "Bactimos", 
and  apply  them  to  small  water  bodies  on  your  own 
property. 

Generally,  the  mosquito  population  is  highest  in  June, 
and  they  are  most  active  at  dawn  and  dusk;  schedule  outside 
events  accordingly. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE 

All  town  buildings  received  such  minor  repairs  and  paint  as 
a  very  tight  budget  allowed. 

The  Town  Hall  Clock  was  back  operating  by  late  Decem- 
ber, with  only  one  clock  face  and  the  strike  mechanism  remaining 
to  be  repaired.  The  Town  is  indebted  to  Florence  Rouillard 
Grandine,  Joseph  Grandine,  and  William  Klauer  for  their  sub- 
stantial donations  of  funding,  time,  and  technical  assistance  for 
this  project. 

In  December  Boston  Edison  Company  retrofitted  the  lights 
at  Town  Hall  with  energy  efficient  bulbs  and  ballasts  as  part  of 
their  Encore  Program.  This  work  was  done  at  no  cost  to  the  Town, 
and  should  save  close  to  one  thousand  dollars  in  energy  costs  each 
year.  All  Street  lights  in  town  were  surveyed  in  the  early  spring 
and  late  fall  for  outages.  The  failure  rate  for  these  lights  is  at 
around  3%,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  assure  that  they  are 
repaired  in  a  timely  fashion.  Acton's  street  light  bill  is  approxi- 
mately $97,000  per  year. 

Serious  thought  should  be  given  to  removing  the  under- 
ground oil  tank  at  the  Memorial  Library,  re-use  of  the  "Minute- 
man  Building",  major  renovation  of  the  West  Acton  Citizen's 
Library,  planning  for  a  badly  needed  expansion  of  the  Police 
Station,  and  constructing  handicap  accessible  restrooms  at  the 
Memorial  Library. 

In  January,  1991  the  town  was  given  the  "Best  Overall 
Safety  Performance  Award"  by  Massachusetts  Interlocal  Insur- 
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ance  Administration  in  recognition  of  our  safety  record  and  loss 
control  efforts.  The  Director  of  Municipal  Properties  serves  as 
the  Safety  Committee  Chairman. 

LAND  MANAGEMENT 

The  25  acres  of  turf  maintained  by  this  Department  were 
mowed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  the  growing  season,  were 
fertilized  once,  and  aerated.  This  regimen  of  light  fertilization, 
weekly  mowing,  and  annual  aeration  is  the  absolute  minimum 
required  to  maintain  healthy  athletic  turf.  As  in  previous  years, 
we  have  gratefully  accepted  donations  of  manpower,  supplies, 
and  contracted  services  from  athletic  leagues  to  supplement  the 
maintenance  program.  All  fertilizer  applied  was  either  donated 
by  the  leagues,  or  purchased  from  field  user  fee  receipts. 

Over  1400  acres  of  conservation  land  and  town  forests  are 
managed  by  this  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  Conser- 
vation Administrator,  Tom  Tidman,  who  is  also  responsible  for 
wetlands  protection  enforcement.  The  Department  performed 
routine  maintenance  tasks  on  the  conservation  lands,  such  as 
brush-hogging  open  wildlife  habitat  areas  at  Great  hill,  Nagog 
Hill,  Stoneymeade,  and  Heath  Hen  Meadow,  and  spraying  poi- 
son ivy  along  the  hiking  trails.  A  great  deal  of  effort  is  put  into 
developing  and  improving  public  access  to  the  conservation 
lands,  including  the  improvement  of  existing  trails,  the  installa- 
tion of  trail  markers  and  trail  head  signs,  and  the  creation  of  new 
sections  of  connecting  trails. 

In  1991  over  200  trail  markers  were  installed,  in  addition 
to  10  large  wooden  trail  signs;  over  150  boundary  markers  were 
also  installed.  Most  of  the  boundaries  where  town  land  abuts 
residential  property  at  the  Nashoba  Brook  and  Stoneymeade 
areas  were  clearly  marked  to  prevent  further  boundary  encroach- 
ments, and  we  are  preparing  for  possible  court  actions  in  an 
instance  of  trespass  that  included  removal  on  a  substantial 
number  of  large  town  trees. 

A  parking  area  off  Davis  Road,  for  the  Nashoba  Brook 
Area,  was  constructed  by  the  developer  of  the  Arbors  and  one  of 
the  developers  at  Stoneymeade  donated  funds  to  construct  an 
entrance  road  into  the  conservation  land.  Approximately  5000 
feet  of  new  trail  was  cut  in  at  the  Nashoba  Brook  Area;  this  will 
be  the  "Northbriar"  trail. 

For  the  first  time,  all  plots  at  the  Community  Gardens  in 
North  Acton  were  rented  out,  and  we  will  probably  re-open  the 
South  Acton  Garden  next  year. 

The  Director  had  frequent  contact  with  the  Acton 
Childrens'  Playground  Committee,  a  citizen's  group  organized 
to  raise  funds  for  a  playground  structure  designed  specifically  for 
young  children.  By  years  end  the  group  had  made  good  progress 
in  fund  raising,  and  had  been  authorized  to  use  a  portion  of 
Goward  Field  to  construct  the  facility. 


In  late  December  the  draft  Open  Space  and  Recreation 
Plan,  1992-1997  was  circulated  among  town  boards,  depart- 
ments and  interested  citizens  for  comments,  which  will  be 
incorporated  in  the  final  document.  This  document,  when  com- 
pleted, will  serve  as  a  framework  for  decision  making  about  our 
open  space  for  the  next  five  years. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  citizen  groups, 
especially  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Friends  of  the  Acton 
Arboretum,  and  various  scout  and  other  community  groups  that 
have  assisted  the  Department  in  1 99 1 .  We  have  also  gotten  a  great 
deal  of  help  from  other  town  departments  and  individual  town 
residents.  As  always,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
hard  work  and  dedication  shown  by  the  department  staff: 

Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 

Tom  Tidman,  Conservation  Administrator 

Malcolm  MacGregor,  Jr.,  Grounds  Crew  Leader 

Dayle  MacGillivary,  Building  Maintenance  Crew  Leader 

David  Walsh,  Groundskeeper 

Arnold  Johnson,  Building  Maintenance 

James  Howells,  Building  Maintenance 

David  Bouchard,  Building  Maintenance 

Rob  Brownson,  Seasonal 

Dean  A.  Charter 

Municipal  Properties  Director 


Nashoba  Brook  in  winter.  Each  spring,  the  Massachusetts  Division  of 
Fisheries  &  Wildlife  stoclts  Nashoba  Brook  with  trout  to  provide  recre- 
ational fishing. 
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PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 

Planning  in  Acton  continued  to  be  a  focal  point  of  commu- 
nity interest  as  the  Town  worked  to  implement  the  goals  and 
objectives  of  the  Master  Plan  completed  and  accepted  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board  in  the  spring  of  199 1 . 

The  professional  planning  staff  works  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  other  volunteer  Boards  and  Committees  by  providing 
them  with  assistance  and  guidance,  and  conducts  the  day  to  day 
business  ofthe  Planning  Board.  In  1991  the  Planning  Department 
was  staffed  by  Town  Planner  Roland  Bartl  and  Donna  Jacobs, 
who  serves  as  part  time  Assistant  Planner  and  Planning  Board 
Secretary.  The  planning  staff  s  goal  is  to  function  as  a  resourceful 
municipal  planning  agency  dedicated  to  providing  innovative 
and  professional  planning  services.  We  strive  to  provide  the 
necessary  legal  and  regulatory  framework  to  implement  Acton's 
Master  Plan  through  pro-active  planning. 

The  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  is  one  of  the  principal  tools 
affecting  land  use  and  development  in  Acton.  It  is  the  regulatory 
blueprint  for  Acton's  future  development.  In  cooperation  with 
the  Planning  Board  and  the  Planning  Council,  Planning  Depart- 
ment staff  continued  its  effort  to  reshape  the  Zoning  Bylaw  so  that 
it  will  serve  better  to  reflect  and  implement  the  Goals  and 
Objectives,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Master  Plan.  In  this 
context,  the  major  changes  in  the  Zoning  Bylaw  adopted  by 
Town  Meeting  in  199 1  are  the  new  zoning  standards  for  signs  and 
advertising  devices,  a  Master  Plan  consistency  requirement  for 
variances  and  special  permits  issued  under  zoning,  the  elimina- 
tion of  a  special  permit  requirement  for  standard  accessory 
apartments,  and  the  removal  of  the  re-zoning  requirement  for 
Planned  Conservation  Residential  Communities.  Resulting  from 
the  1987  Planning  Board  approval  of  the  Stoneymeade  cluster 
development,  the  1991  Annual  Town  Meeting  accepted  Town 
ownership  of  approximately  45  acres  of  fields  and  forest  for 
conservation  and  recreation  purposes. 

One  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  Planning  Department 
is  to  coordinate  the  departmental  review  and  legal  permitting 
process  for  new  development  proposals  submitted  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board  under  the  Zoning  Act,  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  and 
the  Subdivision  Control  Law.  This  review  process  includes 
negotiations  with  developers,  explanations  of  the  permitting 
process  and  development  proposal  to  neighbors  and  residents, 
coordination  of  staff  reviews,  scheduling  public  hearings,  and 
drafting  of  the  decisions. 

Development  activity  in  1991  was  at  its  lowest  level  in 
many  years  reflecting  the  general  state  of  the  New  England 
economy.  Accordingly,  there  were  few  permits  and  subdivision 
approvals.  The  Planning  Board  endorsed  17  Approval  Not  Re- 
quired Plans,  approved  one  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan,  and 
issued  five  special  permits.  The  Planning  Department  manages 
the  various  performance  guarantees  posted  with  the  Town  to 


secure  proper  completion  of  subdivision  improvements.  By  the 
end  of  1991,  we  held  $157,500.00  in  construction  bonds  and  six 
restrictive  covenants. 

The  Planning  Board  is  a  seven  member  board  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  has  the  statutory  obligation  of  review 
and  approval  of  new  subdivisions  under  MGL  Ch.  41,  the 
Subdivision  Control  Law.  In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  also 
serves  as  a  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  under  the  MGL 
Ch.40A,  the  Zoning  Act,  and  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  for  various 
Special  Permits.  Through  these  governing  tools  the  Planning 
Board  strives  to  protect  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  Acton's 
residents  and  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  Acton's  character. 
Planning  Board  members  in  1991  were  Chairman  Gregory 
Niemyski,  Mary  Giorgio,  Quinton  Brathwaite,  Douglas 
Carnahan,  David  Hill,  James  Lee,  William  Shupert  and  Associ- 
ate Member  John  Pavan.  Board  members  bid  farewell  to  Quinton 
Brathwaite  who  resigned  in  June  and  wish  to  thank  him  for  his 
years  of  service  to  the  Planning  Board.  In  1992,  the  Planning 
Board  will  hold  regular  meetings  at  7:30  PM  in  Room  204  of  the 
Town  Hall,  generally  every  other  Monday.  The  meeting  dates  are 
posted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 

The  Planning  Council  dissolved  itself  in  June  of  1 99 1  after 
its  task  to  develop  the  Acton  Master  Plan  was  completed.  The 
members  and  associates  of  the  Planning  Council  in  1991  were: 
Chairperson  Anne  Fanton,  Armand  Dufresne,  Robin  Talkowski, 
Walter  Pizzano,  Betsy  Comstock,  Stephen  Crockett,  Pam  Resor, 
Greg  Niemyski,  Harold  Gordinier,  and  Richard  Weidman.  Be- 
fore parting,  the  Planning  Council  recommended  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  the  formation  of  a  new  committee  to  facilitate  the 
coordination  of  the  Master  Plan  implementation  process.  This 
committee  was  established  and  has  met  monthly  since  October 
1991. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank  Donna  Jacobs  for  her 
continued  contributions  to  the  Planning  Department.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  other  departments  and  town  employees  for  their 
assistance  and  cooperation.  Again,  I  would  like  to  call  attention 
to  the  enormous  contributions  given  by  Acton  residents  who 
serve  as  volunteers  on  the  Boards  and  Committees  we  staff.  It  was 
a  pleasure  working  with  all  of  you  and  we  look  forward  to  future 
cooperation  with  you. 

Roland  Bartl 
Town  Planner 
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PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

This  committee  meets  quarterly  with  Concord's  Prison 
Liaison  Committee  and  the  Concord  Complex  Administrator  at 
the  Middlesex  Correctional  Institution  (M.C.I.).  Concord  and  the 
facility  administrator  at  the  Northeastern  Correctional  Center 
(N.C.C.) 

Committee  members  meet  to  keep  open  lines  of  communi- 
cation between  representatives  of  the  State  Department  of  Cor- 
rections and  the  Town.  Information  is  exchanged  and  problems 
discussed. 

There  have  been  an  unusually  high  number  of  administra- 
tive personnel  changes  at  both  facilities.  However,  morale  seem 
to  have  remained  high  and  well  qualified  persons  have  been 
appointed.  Those  with  whom  we  meet  are  knowledgeable  and 
interested  in  helping  with  Town  concerns. 

Meetings  are  posted.  Anyone  is  welcomed  to  attend. 

Jean  Schoch,  Chair 
Harold  Gordinier 
Richard  Weidman 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  Home  Health  Industry  saw  greater  regulatory  changes 
designed  to  enhance  the  quality  of  care  in  the  last  year.  As  the 
Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  is  a  certified  Medicare/ 
Medicaid  agency,  these  revolutionary  changes  effected  our 
agency  as  it  did  other  agencies  in  our  service  area.  The  new 
Medicare  survey  and  certification  process  which  the  health  care 
financing  administration  has  developed  in  response  to  the  Omni- 
bus Budget  Reconciliation  Act  of  1987  (OBRA  1987)  focuses  on 
patient  care  and  outcomes  to  the  extent  a  home  health  agency 
assists  patients  to  reach  and  maintain  their  highest  level  of 
functioning.  OBRA  1987  also  established  conditions  of  partici- 
pation for  home  health  agencies  in  the  area  of  patient's  rights, 
accepted  professional  practices  and  assurances  for  the  compli- 
ance of  home  health  aides  through  training  and  inservice  pro- 
grams. 

As  in  the  agency's  certified  Medicare  home  visiting  pro- 
gram, there  were  also  greater  quality  controls  in  the  public  health 
part  of  the  agency.  This  was  recognized  in  a  two-day  training 
program  attended  by  Teri  Calderaro,  RN  who  became  qualified 
to  teach  other  staff  nurses  the  protocols  involved  in  cholesterol 
screening  and  in  which  the  agency  received  a  two-year  approval 
for  conducting  cholesterol  screening  clinics  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Health. 


The  biggest  even  of  the  year  was  the  Good  Health  Fair 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Nursing  Service  (FANS). 
The  Health  Fair  sought  the  active  participation  of  various  agen- 
cies and  facilities  who  made  the  fair  a  success. 

Staffing  changes  took  place  with  the  retirement  of  Florence 
M.  Ross,  RN  who  gave  25  years  of  service  to  the  community.  The 
Friends  of  the  Acton  Nursing  Service  have  established  an  endow- 
ment fund  in  Florence's  name  to  be  used  to  provide  nursing  care 
to  Acton  residents  in  need. 

The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  also  recently 
implemented  the  new  Health  Care  Proxy  Law  in  which  any 
competent  adult  1 8  years  of  age  or  over  may  appoint  a  health  care 
agent  to  make  health  care  decisions  if  they  become  unable  to 
make  those  decisions.  Health  Care  Proxy  forms  are  available  in 
the  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  office  for  all  residents 
who  may  be  interested. 

The  following  statistical  information  encompasses  both 
home  visiting  and  health  promotion  activities  of  the  agency.  A 
total  of 4821  visits  were  made  for  1 15  patients  who  needed  skilled 
nursing,  physical  therapy,  speech  therapy,  occupational  therapy, 
medical  social  worker  and  home  health  aides.  (Up  by  25%  from 
last  year.) 


Clinics 

#  Conducted 

#  Clients 

Occupational  Health 

11 

136 

Windsor  Green 

8 

102 

Senior  Center 

11 

340 

McCarthy  Village 

4 

34 

Well  Child 

3 

29 

Cholesterol 

(ongoing  in  office) 

46 

Lead  Screening 

(ongoing  in  office) 

428 

Flu 

(ongoing  and  at  clinics) 

244 

Hepatitis  B  vaccine 

to  police 

75 

Blood  Pressure 

(ongoing  in  office) 

129 

Mantoux  (TB  testing) 

52 

As  with  any  viable  agency  many  factors  and  support 
systems  go  into  the  successful  operation  of  the  running  of  the 
agency.  In  that  regard  the  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
has  the  continued  support  of  the  Professional  Advisory  Commit- 
tee who  support  the  agency  with  its  professional  responsibilities 
and  the  FANS  who  offer  funding  for  such  programs  as  the  Well 
Child  Clinic,  cholesterol  screening,  and  community  education. 
Our  biggest  support  however  comes  from  the  community  we 
serve,  for  without  the  calls,  questions  and  referrals  there  would  be 
no  need  for  our  services. 
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I  wish  to  thank  my  staff  for  the  care  they  give  and  the  way 
they  give  it,  the  Health  Department  and  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
physicians  and  other  agencies  and  departments  in  the  community 
who  we  interact  with  and  the  Acton  community  in  which  we 
serve. 

Lucy  A.  Saia,  M.S.,  R.N.C. 
Administrator/Supervisor  APHNS 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 

The  Recreation  Commission's  main  function  at  this  time  is 
to  faciUtate  the  creation  of  a  recreational  parlc  on  land  owned  by 
the  Town  in  North  Acton.  Several  years  ago  a  hydrogeological 
study  was  done  by  Pine  and  Swallow  and  it  was  concluded  that 
there  was  a  real  possibility  that  a  swimming  area  could  be  dug 
there.  This  past  year  was  spent  in  trying  to  find  ways  to  accom- 
plish this  with  little  or  no  cost  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Once  it  was  determined  that  there  might  be  enough  gravel 
at  the  site  to  finance  the  project  if  the  economy  picks  up,  the 
Commission  set  about  the  task  of  getting  the  permits  needed. 
First  on  the  list  was  to  present  the  idea  of  a  park  to  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission.  With  the  Order  of  Conditions  in  hand,  the  next 
approval  needed  was  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals.  Once  that 
was  obtained,  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  had  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  Wetlands  were  going  to  be  protected  and  that  the  project 
was  not  going  to  impact  the  area  negatively. The  Town  is  waiting 
for  that  approval  at  this  time.  Our  role  has  been  to  work  closely 
with  the  Town  Engineering  Department  for  plans  needed  to  be 
drawn  up  showing  a  representation  of  what  might  be  created  for 
the  park,  for  example,  where  the  pond  would  be  located,  the  bath 
house,  parking,  road  layout,  tennis  courts,  ball  field,  soccer  field, 
jogging  paths,  and  the  handicapped  accessibility  to  all  these 
activities.  The  Engineering  Department  was  a  tremendous  help  in 
that  they  wrote  up  the  Notice  of  Intent  for  the  Conservation 
Commission  and  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal's  application  and 
attended  the  hearings  with  us.  The  Commission  really  appreci- 
ates the  help  they  give  us  so  willingly.  The  formal  bids  for  gravel 
removal  must  go  through  the  Selectmen's  Office.  Once  the  last 
approval  is  in  hand  we  plan  to  see  just  how  much  money  we  might 
be  able  to  get  for  our  project.  If  the  bids  are  favorable  we  will  then 
start  the  final  stage  of  putting  a  recreational  pond  in  Acton. 

Bruce  Stamski,  Chair 
Kay  Tohline 
Jonathan  Kelly 

SEALER  OF 
WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

The  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  annually  checks  the 
accuracy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used  by  retail 
and  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their  trade.  This 


includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard  goods  and  measur- 
ing devices,  as  well  as  investigating  complaints  in  the  sale  of 
cord  wood. 


Number  of  devices  sealed: 
Number  of  devices  adjusted: 
Apothecary 
Number  condemned 
Cordwood  complaints 
Revenues  collected 


184  gas  pumps,  96  scales 

12  gas  pumps,  6  scales 

54 

2 

0 

$3522 


Mark  J.  Fitzpatrick 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

The  Town  Report  Committee  would  like  to  thank  all  those 
who  contributed  to  this  year's  report  in  such  a  timely  fashion. 
Any  citizen  reading  about  their  efforts  will  be  sure  to  feel  a  sense 
of  pride  and  gratitude  for  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  so  many 
elected  and  volunteer  boards.  Special  thanks  to  Town  Manager's 
Secretary  Christine  Joyce  and  Connie  Huber,  Town  Clerk  for 
their  coordination  efforts,  and  to  committee  member  Mildred 
Jarvis  and  her  husband  Ted  for  their  excellent  photographic 
capture  of  our  conservation  lands. 

In  this,  our  second  year,  the  committee  is  enthusiastically 
developing  themes  for  future  reports.  Citizen  input  is  invited,  and 
suggestions  for  themes  may  be  submitted  to  any  Town  Report 
committee  member. 

Again,  thank  you  to  those  who  represent  the  best  spirit  of 
citizenship  -  our  Town  Boards,  volunteers,  &  employees. 

Sandra  Masson,  Chair 
Susan  Fingerman 
Mildred  Jarvis 
Georgiann  Taylor 

TRANSPORTATION  ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

The  Transportation  Advisory  Committee  (TAC)  works 
with  the  Town  Planner,  the  Planning  Board,  and  the  Planning 
Council  to  provide  information  and  advice  on  traffic  and  trans- 
portation related  issues,  including  road  and  intersection  improve- 
ments, sidewalk  construction,  traffic  signals,  and  public  trans- 
portation. Reporting  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  TAC  reviews 
subdivision  and  other  construction  site  plans  for  their  effects  on 
traffic  circulation,  vehicle  and  pedestrian  access,  and  traffic 
safety. 

Beacause  of  the  continuing  recession,  TAC  had  little  such 
work  in  1 99 1 .  Of  the  handful  of  site  plans  reviewed,  only  one  (a 
muffler  shop  on  Great  Road)  was  for  new  development.  TAC 
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also  reviewed  the  plans  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Mobil  station  in 
West  Acton,  and  provided  input  at  the  Selectmen's  hearing  on  the 
West  Acton  traffic  light  in  November. 

TAC  also  monitors  regional  transportation  activities  that 
may  affect  the  town,  such  as  the  commuter-rail  network,  bicycle 
paths,  and  alternative  transportation  modes.  Acton's  representa- 
tive to  the  Lowell  Regional  Transportation  Authority  (LRTA)  is 
an  associate  member  of  TAC. 

TAC  members  assisted  the  Town  Engineer  in  researching 
the  alternatives  for  bicycle  security  at  the  commuter-rail  station 
as  part  of  the  new  design  for  the  parking  lot.  Members  also  have 
attended  local  and  regional  meetings  and  public  information 
hearings  on  the  search  for  a  second  international  airport  site.  Two 
of  the  three  "short-list"  sites  are  at  Fort  Devens,  so  the  issue  is  of 
more  than  academic  interest  to  the  Town. 

TAC  regretfully  accepted  the  resignation  of  Betsy 
Comstock  in  November  and  Al  McAdoo  in  December. 

In  December,  TAC  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  met  to 
discuss  the  preparation  of  a  new  Committee  charge,  defining  its 
responsibilities  more  clearly  and  perhaps  more  broadly  as  well. 

TAC  members  are  appointed  to  three-year  terms  (one  year 
for  Associates)  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Persons  who  would 
like  to  serve  on  TAC  should  notify  the  Volunteer  Coordinating 
Committee.  At  the  end  of  1991  there  were  five  vacancies. 

Albert  McAdoo,  Chair 
Elizabeth  Comstock  (associate) 
Martin  Graetz 

Sheldon  Herskovitz  (associate,  LRTA  representative) 

William  Litant 

David  Speicher  (associate) 

VETERANS'  GRAVES 

The  following  are  the  name,  branch  of  service,  date  of 
death,  and  location  of  interment  of  the  twelve  known  United 
States  Veterans  interred  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  in  1991: 


John  G.  Quilty 

Vietnam 

U.S.  Army 

March  11,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Patrick  Palmer 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

March  18,  1991 

Woodlawn 

William  Joseph  Berkes 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

April  21,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Earl  W.  Tee 

WWI 

U.S.  Army 

May  15,  1991 

Woodlawn 

William  A.  Karkane 

Peacetime 

U.S.  Navy 

June  20,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Clarence  B.  Owen 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

August  2,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Francis  X.  Meehan 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

August  4,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Paul  Austin  Burnell 

Korea 

U.S.  Army 

September  28,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Donald  H.  Weeks 

Vietnam 

U.S.  Army 

October  14,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Alcide  W.  Beaudoin 

Korea 

U.S.  Navy 

October  30,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Arthur  C.  Green 

Korea 

U.S.  Air  Force 

October  19,  1991 

Woodlawn 

Richard  T.  Turpin 

Korea 

U.S.  Army 

November  10,  1991 

Mount  Hope 

In  preparation  for  Memorial  Day,  veteran  flag  standards 
and  American  flags  are  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  known  U.S. 
Veterans.  If  this  information  was  omitted  on  the  burial  permit  or 
cremation  certificate,  we  have  no  way  of  knowi  ng  that  your  loved 
one  was  a  veteran  until  we  receive  the  grave  marker.  The  United 
States  Government  will  provide  a  bronze  or  granite  veteran's 
grave  marker  at  no  cost  to  the  family,  provided  that  the  next-of- 
kin  fills  out  an  application,  available  from  all  funeral  directors  or 
from  the  Veterans'  Agent,  and  forwards  it  to  the  proper  authority. 

If  you  know  of  a  veteran  whose  grave  has  not  been 
recognized  with  a  flag  and  flag  standard,  I  would  greatly  appre- 
ciate it  if  you  would  call  the  cemetery  office  at  264-9644  with  the 
application  information. 

Stewart  Kennedy 

Veterans'  Graves  Registration  Officer 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 

During  1991,  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 
(VCC)  continued  to  refine  the  process  of  matching  interested 
citizens  to  the  needs  of  the  Town's  27  boards,  committees,  and 
commissions.  The  VCC  interviews  citizens  to  determine  their 
preferences  and  expertise,  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  to  the  Town  Manager,  who  make  the 
actual  appointments. 

The  process  works  well,  due  to  the  work  done  by  many 
during  the  past  years,  as  well  as  to  the  continued  willingness  of 
Acton's  residents  to  contribute  their  time  and  knowledge  to  the 
Town.  This  contribution,  by  the  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
people  actively  serving,  amounts  to  thousands  of  hours  yearly. 
Most  of  the  functions  provided  by  these  boards  would  not  be 
available  without  volunteers.  More  than  the  obvious  monetary 
savings  to  the  Town,  they  contribute  interest  and  involvement  not 
measurable  in  dollars. 

The  VCC  noted  a  high  level  of  willingness  to  volunteer  by 
recent  arrivals  to  Acton,  which  bodes  well  for  the  future.  This  is 
particularly  impressive  at  a  time  when  difficult  economic  condi 
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tions  impose  additional  time  demands  on  many  of  our 
citizens.  We  welcome  the  fresh  perspectives,  expertise,  and 
enthusiasm  brought  to  the  committees  by  those  new  to  Acton. 

During  1 99 1 ,  the  Historic  District  Commission,  authorized 
by  the  November  1990  Special  Town  Meeting,  was  staffed,  and 
is  now  holding  regular  meetings.  The  Board  of  Health,  whose 
membership  was  depleted  by  expiring  terms  and  members  mov- 
ing out  of  Acton,  found  many  new,  well-qualified  members. 
Almost  all  of  the  other  boards  are  at  full  strength;  however,  the 
memberships  are  an  ever-changing  process,  and  therefore  the 
VCC  encourages  all  those  interested  in  becoming  involved  to  fill 
out  a  Volunteer  form,  available  at  Town  Hall  and  both  libraries 
(as  well  as  included  in  the  Town  Report). 

On  behalf  of  all,  the  VCC  thanks  all  those  who  have 
contribute  their  time  and  energy.  We  hope  you  will  continue  to  do 
so. 

Charlie  Kadlec,  Chair 
Betsy  Comstock 
Walter  George 
Charles  Husbands 
Jean  Lane 
Peggy  Snook 
Nancy  Whitcomb 


This  new  trail  along  Nashoba  Brool<  had  recently  been  constructed,  adding 
to  the  20  plus  miles  of  conservation  trails.  Work  continues  upgrading  old 
trails  with  new  markers  and  updating  conservation  trail  maps. 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

George  W.  Robinson 

LIEUTENANTS 

John  T.  McNiff 
Frank  J.  Widmayer 

SERGEANTS 

Robert  Rhodes 

Robert  Parisi 
James  McPadden 
Thomas  Rogers 

Bruce  Nadeau 


William  Hayes 
Bernard  Harrison 
Pablo  Hernandez 


PATROLMEN 

Christopher  Browne 
James  Cooney 
Michael  Coughlin 


James  Goodemote 
James  Cogan 
Todd  Fenniman 


Ronald  Johnson 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Robert  Cowan 


June  Carney 


Faith  Allen 
Michael  Cogan 


Albert  Crowley 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Raymond  Grey 
Jeffrey  Dudley 

MATRONS 

Linda  Koch 

SECRETARY 

June  Carney 

DISPATCHERS 

Kevin  Antonelli 
Scott  Howe 


Christopher  Prehl 
Frederick  Rentschler 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Donald  Palma 


Christine  Joyce 


Allura  Taylor 
Anne  Milligan 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 

Officer  In  Charge  of  Patrols  Lt.  John  McNiff 

Officer  In  Charge  of  Special  Services  Lt.  Frank  Widmayer 
Officer  In  Charge  of 

Detective  Division  Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
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Department  Prosecutor 

Detective 

Youth  Officer 

Youth  Officer/Part-time 

Safety/Crime  Prevention  Officer 

Firearm  Training  Officer 

Firearm  Training  Officer 


Det.  Bernard  Harrison 
Det.  Chris  Browne 
Det.  James  Cogan 
Ptl.  Todd  Fenniman 
Ptl.  Robert  Cowan 
Ptl.  James  Goodemote 
Lt.  John  McNiff 


EDUCATION 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  officers  holding  degrees  or 
working  toward  same  from  accredited  colleges  and  universities 
reached  69%. 

TRAINING 

The  Department  provides  its  officers  with  an  average  of  50 
hours  of  Law  Enforcement  Television  Network  (LETN)  training 
per  year.  These  are  pre-recorded  classes  which  the  officer  views 
on  a  time  available  basis.  In  addition,  we  also  provide  30  hours 
per  officer  for  required  and  specialized  training.  This  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  climate  of  fiscal  austerity  by  using  every 
means  available  to  stretch  the  training  dollar.  Prior  to  the  advent 
of  LETN  we  were  expending  $2 1 K  for  training  and  receiving  40 
to  45  hours  per  officer.  We  now  spend  $8K  for  nearly  twice  the 
number  of  training  hours  per  officer. 

The  following  training  has  been  received  by  all  officers: 

LETN  Courses 
Cardiopulmonary  Resuscitation 

First  Responders  First  Aid 
Hazardous  Material  Enforcement 
Breathalyzer  Operator  Recertification 
Firearms  Qualification 
PR  24  Police  Baton  Recertification 
Police  Policy  Training 
Criminal  Law  Updates 
Motor  Vehicle  Law  Updates 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  specialized  training 
has  been  provided  to  the  below  listed  officers  due  to  the  require- 
ments in  their  specific  assignments: 

STAFF  INSTRUCTORS 

Seven  officers  have  received  training  by  the  Massachusetts 
Criminal  Justice  Training  Council  that  qualifies  them  as  Instruc- 
tors in  at  least  one  discipline  that  allows  him  to  teach  and  to  certify 
training  in  the  name  of  the  MCJTC.  Sergeants  McPadden  and 
Nadeau,  Officers  Cowan,  Goodemote,  Dudley,  Hernandez  and 
Palma  are  all  qualified  Instructors. 

-Highway  Drug  Interdiction- 
Detective  Browne 

-Drug  and  Alcohol  Resistance  Education  (DARE)- 
Officer  T.  Fenniman 


-Basic  Narcotic  Course- 
Detective  Browne 

-Drug  Demand  Reduction  Seminar- 
Officers  J.  Cogan  and  T.  Fenniman 

-DARE  In-Service- 
Officer  J.  Cogan 

-Train  the  Trainer  Seminar- 
Sergeant  McPadden,  Officers  Cowan,  Goodemote  and  Dudle) 
-Multijurisdictional  Task  Force  Management  and  Operations- 
Sergeant  Parisi 

-Accident  Reconstruction  School- 
Officer  Dudley 

-Infarared  Breath  Test  Instructor  School- 
Officer  Dudley 

-District  Attorney'  Workshop  on  Investigating  and  Prosecut- 
ing Child  Abuse  Cases- 
Sergeant  Parisi,  Officers  Harrison,  Browne  and  T.  Fenniman 

YOUTH  PROGRAMS 

Drug  Education 
Child/Stranger  Danger  (K-6) 

Child  Fingerprinting 
Scout  Police  Station  Visits 
Baby  Sitting  Course 
Santa  Claus  Visits 
Advisor  to  ABCD 
Governor's  Alliance  on  Drugs 

Drugs  Guest  Lectures 
Students  Against  Drunk  Driving 
Code 
Student  Internship 

SELECTIVE  ENFORCEMENT 

Drunk  Driving  Patrols 
School  Bus  Violator  Enforcement 
Traffic  Unit 
Pedestrian  Crosswalks 

COMMUNITY 

Taxi  Licensing 
Bicycle  Safety  Update 
School  Bus  Safe  Riding 
Store  Crime  Prevention 
Neighborhood  Crime 
Crimes  Against  the  Elderly 
Security  Implementation 
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INCIDENT  TYPE 

1990 

1991 

VCCIDFNTS 

377 

336 

ALARMS  RECEIVED 

1,182 

1,265 

VNIMAL  PROBLEM 

545 

560 

VRRFST 

496 

345 

^RSON 

3 

3 

ASSAULT 

41 

44 

JREAK  &  ENTRY 

132 

99 

}Y-LAW  VIOLATION 

3 

4 

:HILD  ABUSE 

15 

13 

:iVIL  COMPLAINT 

26 

1 1 

:ORI  RECORD  CHECK 

121 

123 

TROSSWALK  VIOLATION 

N/A 

1 

DISTURBANCE 

552 

453 

DOMESTIC  DISTURBANCE 

109 

94 

DRUG  VIOLATION 

35 

16 

ESCORT  TO  BANK 

2 

0 

^RE 

432 

443 

FORGERY 

9 

7 

jENERAL  SERVICE 

3,436 

2,715 

3UN  VIOLATION 

7 

4 

HEALTH  HAZARD 

38 

20 

KIDNAPING  ATTEMPT 

0 

1 

LARCENY 

417 

405 

LARCENY  OF  MA^ 

40 

32 

LOCKOUT 

47 

56 

MALICIOUS  DESTRUCTION 

321 

241 

MEDICAL  CALL 

392 

384 

MISSING  PERSON 

86 

47 

MA'  VIOLATION 

1,622 

1,627 

MUTUAL-AID 

146 

72 

POLICE  INFORMATION 

1,310 

918 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY 

118 

78 

RAPE 

5 

2 

VEHICLE  REPOSSESSION 

25 

16 

ROBBERY 

7 

2 

SECURITY  CHECK 

1,732 

1,984 

SEXUAL  ASSAULT 

13 

9 

SUDDEN  DEATH 

5 

9 

SUICIDE  ATTEMPT 

21 

22 

SUSPICIOUS  ACTIVITY 

888 

977 

ANNOYING  CALLS 

116 

138 

THREATENING 

65 

58 

TRAFFIC  CITATIONS 

6,054 

5,296 

TRAFFIC  HAZARD 

454 

382 

TRESPASSING 

55 

41 

WARRANT  ENTER/RECALL 

1 12 

103 

TOTAL  INCIDENTS 

21,612 

19,456 

SUMMARY 

In  August  an  on-site  inspection  of  the  Department  was 
conducted  by  administrators  from  Andover,  Waltham,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Transit  Authority  and  Dover,  N.H.  The  inspectors 
spent  three  days  with  us  evaluating  the  Department' s  readiness  to 
meet  National  Accreditation  standards.  Minor  changes  were 
suggested  and  have  been  implemented.  We  have  formally  noti- 


fied the  Commission  on  Accreditation  that  we  are  ready  for  their 
inspection  and  have  been  informed  it  will  occur  this  spring. 

The  Department  policy  manual  has  been  revised  and  up- 
dated as  an  ongoing  process. 

The  disk  space  in  our  computer  was  doubled  allowing  for 
an  estimated  tenyearcapacity  for  on-line  storage  of  records.  Four 
terminals  were  added  giving  us  a  total  of  14  work  stations.  The 
Department  has  been  selected  as  a  test  site  for  mobile  data 
terminals  which  will  be  placed  in  three  cruisers  enabling  the 
officer  to  communicate  directly  with  the  state  and  national 
computer  without  having  first  to  go  through  the  station. 

The  Drug  Abuse  Resistance  Education  program  was  again 
completed  for  all  sixth  grade  classes.  Working  with  the  Schools 
a  joint  grant  has  been  received  with  the  intent  to  expand  this 
program  to  the  fourth  grade.  Once  again  the  Acton  Rotary  Club 
deserves  a  special  thank  you  for  making  this  program  possible. 

The  Traffic  Unit  was  started  in  1 989.  Statistics  show  since 
that  year  a  34%  reduction  in  accidents  requiring  investigation. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Town  officials,  boards,  commit- 
tees and  the  police  union  for  their  cooperation  and  support. 

George  W.  Robinson 
Chief  of  Police 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

It  is  once  again  a  pleasure  and  my  privilege  to  submit  my 
second  annual  report  as  Acting  Fire  Chief  In  retrospect,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  year  1 99 1  for  the  Acton  Fire  Department  was,  i n 
fact,  a  good  year.  We  were  fortunate  to  be  able  to  provide  a  full 
service  emergency  defense  system  for  the  Town,  retain  all  of  our 
career  personnel,  and  accomplish  this  within  the  allocated  bud- 
get. We  were  also  fortunate  in  that  we  did  not  have  any  major 
incidents,  any  injuries  or  any  fatalities  as  a  result  of  fires. 

We  commenced  a  transition  or  transformation  process  as 
an  attempt  to  upgrade  our  operations  and  equipment  to  further 
improve  the  already  excellent  service  provided  by  this  depart- 
ment. Without  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  our  personnel 
this  would  be  a  difficult  task.  However,  I  firmly  believe  that 
progress  and  change  are  possible  and  will  take  place  to  provide 
an  even  better  full  service  emergency  defense  system  for  the 
Town  of  Acton. 

As  stated,  we  were  fortunate  in  that  there  were  no  major  fire 
incidents.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the  department  was  not  busy  as 
there  were  over  3,000  emergency  and  non-emergency  responses 
and  activities,  which  included  extended  preparation  and  opera- 
tions for  "Hurricane  Bob".  In  addition  to  the  actual  responses, 
there  were  numerous  smoke  detector,  tank  installation  and  tank 
removal  inspections. 
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There  were  a  number  of  actual  fire  incidents  which,  largely 
due  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  actions  of  our  personnel,  resulted 
in  minimal  or  moderate  property  damage.  Most  notable  was  a 
structure  fire  in  a  single  family  dwelling  on  Christmas  Day, 
which  in  fact  turned  out  to  be  an  extremely  busy  day  for  Acton 
Fire  Department  personnel  due  to  the  number  of  incidents  re- 
sponded to  on  a  normally  quiet  day. 

In  addition,  during  the  year  the  department  responded  to 
several  hazardous  material  incidents,  one  of  which  necessitated 
the  response  and  assistance  of  the  District  14  Regional  Hazard- 
ous Material  Team.  The  Regional  Team,  of  which  one  of  our 
firefighters  is  a  member,  worked  with  this  department  to  control 
an  incident  which  could  have  been  potentially  harmful  to  our 
personnel  as  well  as  occupants  of  the  building  involved. 

In  many  of  these  incidents  we  were  fortunate  to  have  the 
assistance  of  fire  departments  from  adjoining  communities 
through  our  mutual  aid  agreements.  Also,  in  several  instances 
during  the  year,  the  Acton  Fire  Department  in  turn  assisted  the 
Towns  of  Carlisle  and  Maynard  at  major  fires. 

From  a  different  perspective,  there  were  a  couple  of  events 
which  I  would  have  never  envisioned  happening,  but  which  were 
certainly  memorable  and  noteworthy.  First  was  the  visit  and  tour 
activities  involving  a  Russian  Fire  Chief  who  was  the  guest  for 
approximately  one  week  of  Firefighter  Peter  Robinson.  It  was 
indeed  a  pleasure  to  meet  and  interact  with  Chief  Vladimir 
Scherbakov  and  to  exchange  information  on  an  international 
basis.  It  was  an  experience  I  shall  always  treasure  and  never 
forget,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Firefighter 
Robinson  and  to  commend  the  sponsors  of  the  Russian  Program 
at  the  Acton-Boxborough  High  School  for  this  experience.  Many 
of  our  personnel  shared  in  this  interaction  and  were  honored  and 
pleased  at  this  opportunity  for  international  professional  ex- 
change. Chief  Scherbakov  was  made  an  Honorary  Member  of 
this  department  and  an  Honorary  Fire  Chief  in  Massachusetts, 
among  many  other  honors. 

Second  was  this  department's  cameo  appearance  in  a 
Hollywood  movie  starring  Goldie  Hawn  and  Steve  Martin.  This 
movie,  due  to  be  released  in  the  Spring  of  1992,  features  a  brief 
appearance  by  several  of  our  personnel  as  well  as  our  Center  Fire 
Station  and  apparatus. 

Following  then  is  a  more  detailed  account  of  this 
department's  activity  and  involvement  in  various  specific  areas 
during  the  year  1991. 

Apparatus  and  Equipment 

The  most  notable  accomplishment  within  this  category 
would  have  to  be  the  delivery  and  placing  in  service  of  a  1991 
Wheeled  Coach  Ambulance.  This  is  our  first  diesel  powered 
ambulance  and  seems  to  be  working  out  very  well.  The  aerial 
ladder  on  the  ladder  truck  received  and  passed  an  annual  test  by 
a  commercial  testing  firm.  Our  brush  truck  continued  to  be 
reconditioned  during  the  year  with  completion  scheduled  for 


early  in  1992.  The  work  is  being  done  largely  by  the  firefighters' 
themselves  with  minimal  expenditure  of  funds.  i 

Relative  to  our  tools  and  equipment,  our  original  Hursi 
Tool  (Jaws-of-Life)  required  a  complete  new  4-cycle  engine 
during  the  year,  which  gave  the  unit  a  quieter,  more  efficieni 
operation  and  extended  its  useful  life.  It  was  also  necessary  tc 
repair  a  number  of  the  components  of  our  Self-Contained  Breath- 
ing Apparatus  and  many  of  our  portable  radios. 

Communications 

We  have  begun  to  address  some  of  our  critical  communi- 
cation problems  by  the  repair  and/or  replacement  of  some  equip- 
ment. We  have  also  begun  to  survey  and  analyze  our  total 
communication  system  to  determine  present  and  future  needs. 
Some  of  these  needs  may  turn  out  to  be  related  to  a  Regional 
Dispatch  proposal  to  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  future. 

I  would  also  like  to  mention  the  donation  by  a  resident  ofl 
the  town  of  a  cellular  telephone  and  accompanying  service! 
primarily  for  use  in  the  ambulance.  This  is  a  transportable  unit! 
which  may  be  utilized  on  a  daily  basis  for  emergency  radio  back 
up  or  sensitive  communications  and  also  has  the  capability  to  be 
used  in  a  portable  fashion  for  large  scale  incidents  in  a  command 
post  situation.  This  was  an  extremely  generous  and  much  appre- 
ciated donation  to  this  department. 

Computers 

Largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Firefighters  Robert 
Vanderhoof  and  William  Klauer,  our  computer  capabilities  and 
information  management  system  has  improved  dramatically.  In 
addition,  more  of  our  personnel  have  received  training  on  exist- 
ing computer  hardware.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  this  computer  usage 
to  all  stations  and  more  of  our  personnel  in  the  future.  Towards 
this  endeavor,  we  were  fortunate  to  have  received  a  corporate 
donation  by  the  Nagog  Development  Corp.  of  several  used 
terminals  and  a  used  printer,  no  longer  needed  by  this  local 
business.  We  certainly  appreciate  this  generosity  and  support 
which  will  allow  us  to  enhance  our  computer  capabilities  within 
a  limited  budget. 

Education  and  Training 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  many  of  our  personnel 
continued  to  attend  seminars  and  programs  hosted  by  both  the 
Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy  and  the  National  Fire 
Academy.  Lt.  William  Primiano  and  Lt.  Carl  Robinson  attended 
and  completed  the  second  two-week  portion  of  the  First  Line 
Supervisors  Training  Program  at  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting 
Academy.  It  was  my  privilege  in  May  to  attend  the  annual 
Executive  Fire  Officer  Symposium  at  the  National  Fire  Acad- 
emy. In  the  area  of  Hazardous  Materials  Training,  Firefighter 
Kevin  Lyons  continues  to  train  one  day  a  month  as  a  member  of 
the  Regional  Hazardous  Material  Team. 

As  a  recent  addition  to  our  training,  we  are  beginning  to 
implement  a  national  fire  and  emergency  education  training 
program  which  is  televised  over  a  satellite  link  and  re-transmitted 
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'"^Dy  our  cable  television  network  to  all  stations.  This  program  will 
hopefully  enhance  our  capabilities  greatly  as  we  move  towards 
the  eventual  certification  of  firefighters. 

Emergency  Medical  Services 

This  particular  aspect  of  our  department  continues  to 
iperate  in  exemplary  fashion  under  the  direction  of  E.M.S. 
Coordinator  Kevin  Lyons  and  Assistant  E.M.S.  Coordinator 
Robert  Wetherbee.  As  noted,  this  department  responded  to 
approximately  900  medical  assistance  calls  and  accidents  during 
the  year.  These  responses  involve  not  only  E.M.S.  personnel  but 

"•■lalso  fire  personnel  as  well,  as  an  engine  is  dispatched  to  every 

f  medical  call  or  motor  vehicle  accident. 

i 

Our  personnel  are  also  assisted  on  many  occasions  by  the 
excellent  paramedic  service  from  Emerson  Hospital  as  well  as  by 
Lifeflight  or  Medflight  Emergency  Medical  Helicopter  crews, 
which  were  used  on  several  occasions  during  the  year. 

Several  times  during  the  year  we  have  also  utilized  the 
excellent  emergency  medical  mutual  aid  system  in  this  area  to 
provide  additional  or  back-up  ambulances.  To  facilitate  this,  our 
E.M.S.  Coordinators  continue  to  meet  on  a  monthly  basis  with 
the  area  E.M.S.  Coordinators  and/or  Fire  Chiefs  to  uniformly 
administer  and  coordinate  our  E.M.S.  services. 

Fire  Alarm 

Our  municipal  Fire  Alarm  system  continues  to  be  well 
maintained  by  Lt.  George  Williams,  our  Fire  Alarm  Superinten- 
dent. Lt.  Williams  oversees  our  communications  needs  as  well, 
and  he  has  been  assisting  in  the  planning  for  such  items  as  a 
Regional  Dispatch  Center  and  additional  cabling  within  the  town 
for  municipal  computer  use  as  well  as  emergency  communica- 
tions. 

Lt.  Williams,  assisted  by  Firefighters  Wetherbee  and 
Ricky  Robinson,  worked  diligently  in  the  wake  of  "Hurricane 
Bob"  to  repair  many  damaged  fire  alarm  circuits.  Also,  all  fire 
alarm  boxes  continue  to  be  tested  by  on-duty  personnel  on  a 
quarterly  basis  and  repaired  as  necessary. 

Fire  Prevention 

Efforts  in  this  area  continued  to  expand  specifically  rela- 
tive to  our  Public  Education  programs.  These  programs  were 
conducted  by  on-duty  personnel  primarily  in  the  elementary 
schools  or  scout  troops,  etc.  Along  these  lines,  I  would  like  to 
extend  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  Pam  Marck  and  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Junior  Women's  Club  who  helped  coordinate  our  school  pro- 
grams. 

In  addition.  Firefighter  Robert  Vanderhoof  assisted  the 
Acton  Police  with  the  annual  Babysitter's  Course,  and  Fire- 
fighter William  Klauer  assisted  with  Scout  Programs. 
Firefighters  Vanderhoof,  Ray  and  Peter  Robinson  were  involved 
in  various  cable  television  public  education  programs  during  the 


year.  A  large  number  of  our  personnel,  volunteering  their  time, 
also  produced  another  very  successful  Open  House  program  in 
October.  My  thanks  to  all  these  personnel  as  we  attempt  to 
expand  and  enhance  our  public  education  efforts. 

Also,  our  on-duty  personnel  continued  to  conduct  some 
400  smoke  detector  inspections,  62  final  and/or  rough  inspec- 
tions, and  34  underground  tank  inspections. 

Although  not  specifically  a  departmental  function,  I  would 
like  to  mention  and  compliment  the  Acton  firefighters  for  their 
successful  volunteer  community  outreach  program  at  Christmas 
in  collecting  and  distributing  toys  for  children  in  the  community. 

Personnel 

The  only  real  change  in  personnel  in  1991  occurred  with 
the  hiring  of  a  new  Fire  Department  secretary.  Sandra  Brinkley, 
a  local  resident,  having  an  extensive  background  as  a  paralegal 
and  legal  secretary,  was  hired  and  has  assumed  expanded  duties 
and  responsibilities,  which  she  handles  in  a  very  professional  and 
efficient  manner.  She  has  been  of  terrific  assistance  to  myself  and 
the  department  during  the  past  year. 

It  should  be  noted  that  during  the  month  of  December  1 99 1 , 
the  Town  has  advertised  to  fill  a  vacant  Firefighter/EMT  position 
and  also  has  advertised  in  order  to  fill  the  present  vacant  Fire 
Chiefs  position. 

Summary 

I  have  touched  on  many  of  the  highlights  and  accomplish- 
ments of  the  past  year  and  look  forward  to  the  upcoming  year  to 
continue  to  improve  our  capabilities  and  further  achieve  various 
goals  and  objectives. 

I  would  like  to  once  again  thank  the  excellent  personnel  cf 
this  department,  both  career  and  call,  for  their  assistance  during 
the  past  year  and  look  forward  to  continued  support  in  the 
upcoming  year.  I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  also  thank  all  other 
Town  departments,  officials,  and  committees  for  their  support 
and  assistance.  I  would  also  like  to  especially  thank  the  Civil 
Defense  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  for  their  continued  support 
and  assistance  at  major  incidents  and  in  their  continued  efforts 
towards  Emergency  Planning  in  the  community. 

Response  Statistics 


Fire/Emergency  Responses 
Medical  Responses* 
Special  Service  Responses 
Total  Responses 

*Ambulance  calls  and  vehicle  accidents 

Robert  C.  Craig 
Acting  Fire  Chief 


1990 

1991 

1148 

1346 

928 

888 

941 

1247 

3017 

3481 
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CIVIL  DEFENSE  AGENCY 

The  Civil  Defense  Agency  is  responsible  for  providing 
services  in  emergencies  that  tax  the  resources  of  the  local  Police, 
Fire,  and  Highway  Departments.  An  example  of  this  was  the 
Hurricane  Bob  storm  on  August  19th  which  resulted  in  power 
outages  of  up  to  three  days.  Past  years  have  seen  major  snow 
storms,  water  main  breaks,  hurricanes,  and  extensive  power 
outages  which  required  activation  of  shelters  and  a  host  of  other 
emergency  services  such  as  emergency  lighting,  power  genera- 
tion, basement  pumping,  and  operation  of  emergency  life  support 
systems.  Department  staffing  currently  includes  four  certified 
Emergency  Medical  Technicians  (EMTs)  and  a  certified  Red 
Cross  Instructor,  all  of  whom  donate  their  time  and  talents  to  the 
town.  Most  of  the  remaining  staff  of  approximately  fifty  are 
trained  to  First  Responder  level  including  CPR.  Volunteers  are 
always  welcome  and  are  encouraged  to  contact  the  Agency  by 
calling  264-9655  anytime. 

With  a  new  administration  in  the  State  House,  a  new  State 
Director,  A.  David  Rodham,  has  been  appointed.  As  a  former 
town  administrator  and  state  representative,  Dave  has  brought  a 
new  enthusiasm  to  the  agency  and  a  commitment  to  work  with 
and  support  the  local  agencies.  The  state  has  officially  changed 
the  name  of  the  agency  from  Civil  Defense  to  the  Massachusetts 
Emergency  Management  Agency  (MEMA).  This  is  in  line  with 
the  federal  change  several  years  ago  from  Civil  Defense  to  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  (FEMA). 

Work  continued  on  the  Acton  Comprehensive  Emergency 
Management  (CEM)  Plan.  This  document,  which  contains  over 
600  pages  of  information,  includes  plans  for  Acton  to  deal  with 
natural,  man-made,  and  technological  disasters.  The  plan  ad- 
dresses those  emergency  situations  in  which  the  actions  of  many 
different  (local, state,  and  federal)  agencies  must  be  coordinated. 
This  coordination  effort  differs  from  those  emergencies  handled 
on  a  daily  basis  by  the  local  police,  fire,  and  medical  services 
personnel. 

As  part  of  the  emergency  planning  effort,  emergency 
management  plans  are  being  developed  by  the  various  facilities 
in  town  that  have  special  needs  during  an  emergency.  These 
facilities  include  schools,  day  care  facilities,  and  nursing  homes. 
This  program,  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Department  and 
Nursing  Service,  will  provide  direction  to  clients,  employees, 
and  emergency  service  workers  during  an  emergency.  Congratu- 
lations to  the  Acton  Center  Preschool  in  becoming  the  first 
facility  with  an  approved  emergency  plan. 

With  the  adaption  of  the  new  Acton  Hazardous  Materials 
By-law,  we  are  reviewing  the  emergency  response  plans  of  the 
various  facilities  within  Acton  which  store  or  use  hazardous 
materials.  After  review  and  approval  of  the  plans,  they  will 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  CEM  Plan. 


We  would  like  to  thank  the  various  town  agencies  involvec 
in  the  planning  effort,  especially  the  extra  work  done  by  the 
Health,  Fire,  Municipal  Properties  and  Engineering  Depart- 
ments, as  well  as  the  Council  on  Aging  and  the  Housing  Author- 
ity. 

The  Agency  continues  to  support  a  number  of  community 
activities  including  the  4th  of  July  fireworks  program.  Patriot's^ 
Day,  Memorial  Day,  Town  Fair,  High  School  Prom,  Graduation, 
and  Thanksgiving  eve  bonfire,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  other  locally 
sponsored  walking  and  biking  events. 

I  would  like  to  thank  each  of  the  more  than  fifty  sworni 
volunteers  that  make  up  the  core  of  the  Agency,  as  well  as  those! 
who  volunteer  during  emergencies,  for  their  continued  efforts  onit 
behalf  of  the  Town.  The  Town  provides  the  equipment,  but  it  is8 
the  dedicated  volunteers  that  provide  the  actual  service. 


We  are  grateful  to  the  Fire  and  Highway  Departments  for 
their  continuing  support  of  the  Agency. 

Norman  Lake 
Director 


Norman  D.  Lake  -  Director 

John  S.  Hawkes  -  Deputy  Director 

Lawrence  M.  Hill  -  Deputy  Director 

Robert  W.  Ingram  -  Warning  Officer 

Charles  J.  Landry  -  Shelter  Manager 

Connie  Sue  Ingram  -  Assistant  Shelter  Manager 

Richard  E.  Wright  -  Communications 

Mark  Hickox  -  CommunicaUons 

Debbie  Foley  -  Dispatcher 

Anne  Marie  Desmarais  -  Medical  Liaison/Haz/Mat 
Kenneth  Morehouse  -  Captain/EMT  Auxiliary  Fire  - 

CPR  Instructor 
Carole  L.  Landry  -  Secretary 
Seth  Campbell 
Cynthia  Coolidge 
John  C.  Corrigan 
Mark  S.  Flerra 
Robert  Foley 
Christine  Gray,  EMT 
Walter  N.  Hardy 
Betty  Hickox 
Kendell  Hicks 
Marge  Hicks 
Ann  Jones 
William  Jones 
Cindi  Posmoga 
Jackie  Pudsey 
Anne  Marie  Reilly 
Edward  Reilly 
Marc  L.  Smith 
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AUXILIARY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  is  organized  as  a  branch  of 
he  Civil  Defense.  It  is  structured  and  trained  to  provide  backup 
:apabilities  to  the  Fire  Department  and  other  town  departments 
n  emergency  situations.  All  members  of  the  department  are 
/olunteers,  and  they  serve  without  any  compensation. 

This  year  we  saw  a  change  of  command.  Mark  Flerra  who 
las  been  with  the  department  for  8  years  and  Captain  for  5  years 
stepped  down  from  the  position  but  remains  a  member  of  the 
Zivil  Defense.  His  help  will  be  greatly  missed  and  we  would  like 
0  wish  him  the  best. 

The  Auxiliary  provides  a  wide  variety  of  services,  some  of 
which  include:  responding  to  box  alarms  and  providing  indirect 
support  on  a  fire  scene;  lighting,  power  generation,  pumping 
during  flooding  situations;  responding  to  brush  fires,  and  many 
other  assorted  work  details  including  parades  and  races. 

All  of  these  services  are  accomplished  with  a  lot  of  sweat 
and  two  main  pieces  of  apparatus  that  are  assigned  to  the 
Auxiliary.  These  are:  Rescue  36,  a  1980  light  duty  rescue.  It 
:arries  on  board  a  generator,  portable  lights  and  accessories,  a 
X)rtable  pump,  2  submersible  pumps,  hoses,  and  a  wide  variety 
of  tools  used  for  salvage  and  overhaul  work.  The  second  piece  is 
a  1967  Willys  Jeep  converted  into  a  four  wheel  drive  brush  truck. 
The  Auxiliary  operates  the  only  truck  in  Acton  with  its  capabili- 
ties. The  truck  is  equipped  with  a  300  gallon  water  tank,  a  pump 
with  "pump  and  roll"  capability,  chain  saw,  an  assortment  of 
hose,  and  other  associated  tools.  This  vehicle  has  time  after  time 
proven  its  worth  in  fighting  brush  fires  and  other  pumping 
operations. 

During  1991  the  Auxiliary  responded  to  1 1 1  calls,  which 
include:  29  box  alarms,  56  water  problems,  4  mutual  aid  calls,  1 6 
miscellaneous  special  service,  2  brush  fires,  3  lighting/power, 
and  1  haz-mat  call.  This  department  has  put  in  a  total  of  413 
volunteer  hours  not  including  meetings  and  drills. 

This  year  we  were  able  to  help  different  branches  of  the 
town  even  more.  However,  we  could  not  have  accomplished  this 
without  the  new  and  repaired  equipment.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
continued  cooperation  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department.  The  Aux- 
iliary is  also  grateful  to  the  Highway  Department  and  the  garage 
mechanics  for  keeping  our  equipment  in  running  condition. 

Kenneth  A.  Morehouse 
Captain 


Norman  D.  Lake  -  Director 
Kenneth  A.  Morehouse  -  Captain/EMT 
Joel  Newcomb  -  Lieutenant/EMT 
Firefighters 

Mark  Flerra  -  Captain  (resigned) 

Norman  Colleton 

Robert  Foley 

Lynn  Goulet 

Catherine  Gulbankian 

Michael  Hatch 

Denise  Hicks 

Scott  Masson 

Jeremy  Medicus 

Rebecca  Miller 

Paul  Morrison 

Anne  Marie  Reilly 

Edward  Reilly 

Brain  Saltsgaver 

Douglas  Wood 

EXPLORER  POST  7 

Search  and  Rescue  Unit 

A  division  of  the  BSofA,  the  Acton  Civil  Defense,  and 
sponsored  by  the  Acton  Lions  Club. 

January  1991  found  post  members  doing  training  with  the 
Aux.  Fire,  attending  EOA  meetings,  and  doing  first  aid  for  the 
Nashua  Valley  Metacomet  District  Cub  Scout  Polar  Bear  Derby 
at  the  Page  School  in  Ayer,  MA. 

February  brought  the  Nashua  Valley  BSA  "Freezeout"  in 
Shirley,  Ma.  at  the  YMCA  Camp  where  we  had  very  few  first  aid 
problems.  February  also  brought  Scout  Sunday  and  memorial 
services  for  a  former  Scout  Executive,  Mr.  George  Traquair. 

February  and  March  brought  continued  training  searches, 
rescues,  Aux.  Fire,  CPR,  first  aid,  and  snow  shoveling  for  our 
service  project  for  our  senior  citizens.  We  also  enjoyed  a  "fun- 
weekend"  at  Camp  Split  Rock  in  Ashburnham,  Ma. 

April  brought  our  busy  Isaac  Davis  Camporee.  We  pro- 
vided first  aid  coverage  and  area  security.  It  was  a  lot  of  work  but 
it  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

May  began  with  the  election  of  Post  Officers  and  the 
Nashua  Valley  Metacomet  District  Spring  Camporee  in  Berlin, 
Ma.  We  had  a  few  first  aid  problems  and  great  weather  which 
made  it  a  super  time  for  all. 

We  were  extremely  busy  with  the  humidity  and  heat  during 
the  Memorial  Day  parade  with  many  first  aid  victims  and  two 
guest  band  members  going  to  Emerson  Hospital. 

June  brought  excitement  and  training  for  the  Explorer 
Muster  but  unfortunately  was  cancelled  as  well  as  was  the 
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Nashua  Valley  Council  Explorer  "End  of  the  Year  Bash"  in 
Jaffrey,  N.H. 

The  Acton  Town  Fair  in  July  kept  us  active  with  first  aid, 
helping  the  Acton  Lions,  minding  the  gate,  and  helping  the  Aux. 
Fire  with  the  fireworks  and  crowd  control. 

We  had  several  "lost  parents"  who  were  all  found  by  the 
end  of  each  evening. 

August  brought  our  trip  to  Maine  where  we  shared  cooking 
duties,  did  some  fishing,  swimming,  and  sight  seeing.  Then 
"Hurricane  Bob"  warnings  were  issued  and  off  we  went  back  to 
Acton  to  help  our  Civil  Defense. 

Explorers  and  Boy  Scouts  went  to  the  Town  Barn  to  help 
with  sandbags.  Aux.  Fire  and  Explorers  were  sent  to  aid  with 
water  problems  and  some  went  to  the  Conant  School  to  aid  in 
setting  up  an  emergency  shelter. 

Stoneymeade  Farms  called;  they  had  thirty  horses  who 
needed  water  and  with  no  electricity  their  pumps  were  not 
working.  With  flashlights  and  buckets  in  hand  all  horses  were 
watered  in  about  four  hours.  We  were  all  tired  and  yet  felt  so  good 
that  we  had  helped. 

September  continued  with  training  in  all  fields  —  search, 
rescue,  Aux.  Fire,  first  aid,  and  CPR. 

We  also  did  the  Fall  Camporee  for  the  Nashua  Valley 
Council,  Metacomet  District  at  Ashby  in  October.  In  addition,  we 


parked  cars  for  the  P.T.O.s  at  the  Conant  School  Craft  Fair. 

November  brought  the  Veteran's  Day  Flag  Retirement 
Ceremony  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  helping  the  Acton  Lions 
Club  by  parking  cars  at  their  Ski  and  Skate  Sale  at  the  Conant 
School. 

December  brought  our  annual  participation  in  the  Maynard 
Christmas  Parade  lining  up  the  parade  by  divisions. 

We  enjoyed  our  annual  (Handicapped)  Children's  Christ- 
mas Party  at  the  Douglas  School.  Many  thanks  to  the  children  and 
parents  for  coming.  A  special  thanks  to  Charlie  Landry  and 
Charlie  Patterson  for  their  special  music,  to  Fleepo  the  Clown, 
and  to  Santa. 

Explorer  Post  7  has  begun  its  18th  year  and  continues  to 
accept  young  adults  from  ages  14  to  2 1  years.  We  meet  Wednes- 
day evenings  at  7:30  p.m.  upstairs  at  the  Civil  Defense  Building 
on  School  Street  by  the  South  Acton  Railroad  Bridge. 

Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Many  thanks  to  all  our  Post  members  for  all  their  help  and 
support  and  to  the  Acton  Lions  Club,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Lake, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Landry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Hickox,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ken  Hicks,  Mr.  John  Hawks,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Ingram. 

Special  thanks  to  our  advisors,  Mr.  Lake,  Mrs.  Landry,  and 
Mrs.  Ingram. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

Apr. 

1  A 

14 

Fletcher,  Mary  V. 

OJ 

Apr. 

1  / 

Jones,  Pattie  Estell 

Qfi 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Apr. 

1  "7 
1  / 

Thornton,  John  Joseph 

OJ 

Apr. 

I  1 

Moore  Katherine 

ID 

BIRTHS  RECORDED 

199 

Apr. 

in 

Jones,  Alma  B. 

/  0 

DEATHS  RECORDED 

110 

VIARRIAGES  RECORDED 
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May 

1 
1 

It    t-»                  1      M 'i  11 \  /  It 
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J 
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0 
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Koskenhovi,  Lyyii  Sofia 
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1  c 

1 J 

Tee,  Earl  W. 

Q5 

yj 

Date 

Name 

Age 

May 

19 

Cassidy,  Brigitte  Cherise 

Z 

May 

zU 

Capezzuto,  Priscilla  T. 

O  / 

Ian. 

3 

Breslau,  Margaret  H. 

May 

zU 

Norton,  Mary  Alice 

OO 

Jan. 

4 

Malone,  Loretta  T. 

1 J 

May 

^  A 

z4 

Hammann,  Sara  D. 

Jan. 

8 

Conant,  Isobel  Elsie 

OZ 

May 

30 

Wetherbee,  Hazel  M. 

Oj 

Jan. 

9 

Sawtell,  Adelaide  I. 

oO 

Jan. 

13 

Hodja,  Husni 

lO 

June 

1 

Stickle,  Veronica  Agnes 

/  J 

Jan. 

14 

Palmaccio,  Raymond  J. 

June 

10 

Munzing,  William  J. 

71 
/  1 

Jan. 

21 

Mayo,  Patricia  Rose 

/IQ 

June 

1  f\ 

Murphy,  M.  Dorothea 

fi^ 

OJ 

Jan. 

23 

Koford,  Alice  W. 

Q  1 
y  1 

June 

1 J 

Garland,  Mabel  Doris 

87 
oZ 

Jan. 

24 

Campbell,  Florence  G. 

IQ 

lo 

June 

15 

Tillman,  Loretta  J. 

yo 

Jan. 

31 

Sorli,  Charles 

QQ 

oy 

June 

1  o 

18 

Taylor,  Agnes 

7^ 

/j 

June 

20 

Karkane,  William  A. 

J4 

Feb. 

6 

Schwartzman,  Natalie 

June 

z6 

Rosenberry,  Wilma  S. 

7R 
/  o 

Feb. 

14 

Regnat,  Auguste  Jean  Marcel 

o  / 

June. 

T7 

Z  / 

Phelps,  Steven  Merrill 

ft 

Feb. 

15 

Lowden,  Martha  Irene 

OZ 

June 

29 

Parker,  Louise  Clara 

Q7 

Feb. 

18 

Buck,  Mary  Elizabeth 

OA 

June 

29 

Roberts,  Olive 

OJ 

Feb. 

19 

Bowen,  Marguerite 

Q8 

yo 

June 

30 

Abbott,  Kobert 

(in 

Feb. 

20 

Chipman,  Olive  H. 

78 

/o 

Feb. 

20 

Murphy,  Ruby  Elizabeth 

84 

Feb. 

24 

Murrow,  Lilian  Rogers 

OA 

July 

2 

Goershel,  Bernice  A. 

o4 

July 

13 

Green,  Deirdre  Anne 

zy 

Mar. 

2 

Valade,  Eunice  Carolyn 

71 

July 

16 

Suva,  Walter  J. 

DO 

Mar. 

3 

Connolly,  Mabel  Frances 

on 
yy 

July 

20 

Walker,  Carrie  Eleanor 

Of 

Mar. 

3 

Connolly,  Sr.  Richard  F. 

7Q 

ly 

July 

o  1 

Jauss,  George 

01 

yi 

Mar. 

6 

Panaggio,  Louis  R. 

15 

July 

22 

Theller,  Robert  Bruce 

j/ 

Mar. 

7 

Waterman,  Leonard  William 

4j 

Mar. 

9 

Sneddon,  Mary  F. 

ly 

Aug. 

3 

Parker,  Howard  R. 

OO 
OO 

Mar. 

11 

Quilty,  John  Gillis 

A  < 

Aug. 

4 

Tolman,  Lydia 

Q7 

y  / 

Mar. 

17 

Tewksbury,  Miriam  L. 

y5 

Aug. 

/ 

Kruft,  Edward  Richards 

CI 

Jl 

Mar. 

18 

Palmer,  Patrick 

1 1 

Aug. 

7 

Muehlke,  John  Gotthold  Hildner 

oc 
OJ 

Mar. 

19 

Davies,  Carol  A. 

Aug. 

8 

Mikkola,  Anna  Adele 

/o 

Mar. 

25 

Plank,  Mary  Adeline 

Q  A 

Aug. 

12 

Gudzinowicz,  Amelia 

yy 

Mar. 

30 

Higgins,  Winifred 

86 

Aug. 

13 

Gabe,  Jorgen  Carl  Toldberg 

OO 

06 

Mar. 

30 

Murphy,  Carol  L. 

CO 

JO 

Aug. 

13 

Young,  Helga  Valborg 

91 

Aug. 

1  8 

1  o 

WOOQ,  noitn  E,. 

OZ 

Apr. 

6 

Dietrich,  Sandra  A. 

16 

Aug. 

22 

Adams,  Ralph  M. 

81 

Apr. 

6 

Sandholm,  Tynne  J. 

92 

Aug. 

29 

Clahane,  George 

84 

Apr. 

7 

Dannenberg,  Jr.  Edwin  Ferdinand 

78 

Apr. 

10 

Lake,  Kenneth  Park 

90 

Sept. 

16 

Mack,  Theodora  Alice 

86 

Apr. 

12 

Nelson,  Valerie 

52 

Sept. 

17 

Flannery,  Frances  Helen 

86 
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Cia.-»f        1  Q 

ciCpl.  lo 

Duncan,  Douglas  J. 

1  Q 
1  O 

Sept.  22 

Grange,  Grace 

90 

Sept.  26 

Guarnieri,  Violet 

n  1 

71 

Sept.  28 

Burnell,  Paul  Austin 

60 

Sept.  30 

Perkin,  Mildred  Ada 

72 

Sept.  30 

Rhodes,  Angeline  W. 

72 

Oct.  3 

Schneider,  Gunther 

57 

Oct.  14 

Weeks,  Donald  H. 

39 

Oct.  16 

McLaughlin,  Peter  Francis 

62 

Oct.    1 9 

Green,  Arthur  Charles 

59 

Oct.  19 

Manning,  Laura  Edna 

95 

Oct.  20 

Vega,  Barbara  Jeanne 

32 

Oct.  28 

Portante,  Genevieve 

90 

Oct.  29 

Johnson,  Barbara  A. 

67 

Oct.  30 

Beaudoin,  Alcide  W. 

63 

Nov.  10  Turpin,  Richard  Thomas  54 

Nov.  16  Carlson,  Margaret  L.  86 

Nov.  17  Harkins,  Edwin  C.  80 

Nov.  25  Ames,  Emilia  B.  89 

Nov.  25  Heard,  Erma  L.  84 

Nov.  25  Perrine,  Calvin  H.,  Sr.  100 

Nov.  29  Savage,  Mildred  Emogene  99 

Dec.  4  Tomyl,  Michael  71 

Dec.  6  Wadler,  Bella  79 

Dec.  10  Quadri,  Carolyn  Helen  56 

Dec.  1 1  Rabinowitz,  Rosemary  Ann  50 

Dec.  20  Weeks,  Stanton  Mayberry  80 

Dec.  21  Turner,  Charles  Vernon  80 

Dec.  27  Nilsson,  Gerda  Matilda  90 


ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION  HELD  MARCH  26, 1991 
PCTl  PCT2  POT  3  PCT4 


PCT5 


TOTALS 


Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 


489 


1059 


1016 


748 


714 


4026 


MODERATOR 

Donald  MacKenzie 
Blanks 


373 
116 


866 
193 


793 
223 


577 
171 


556 
158 


3165 
861 


SELECTMEN 

Anne  B.  Fanton 
John  E.  MacLeod 
Samuel  G.  Sawyer,  Jr. 
Blanks 


312 
91 
29 
57 


698 
193 
63 
105 


590 
200 
71 
155 


423 
187 
41 
97 


387 
170 
48 
109 


2410 
841 
252 
523 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Pamela  Harting-Barrat 
Lees  N.  Stuntz 
Catherine  O' Sullivan 
Blanks 


321 
280 
0 
377 


686 
662 
0 

770 


643 
616 
1 

773 


453 
456 
0 
586 


450 
448 
1 

530 


2553 
2462 

3036 


TRUSTEE  OF  THE  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Frances  Moretti                            360  822 

Samantha  Soule                             0  0 

Blanks                                     129  237 


735 
1 

280 


537 
0 
211 


521 
0 
193 


2975 
1 

1050 


ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Barbara  S.  Yates  355 
Blanks  134 


819 
240 


728 
288 


540 
208 


509 
205 


2951 
1075 


QUESTION  NO.  1: 

Shall  the  Town  of  Acton  be  allowed  to  assess  an  additional  $  1 ,200,000  in  real  estate  and  personal  property  taxes  for  the  purposes 
of  meeting  the  educational  expenses  of  the  Acton  Public  Schools  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  system  and  for  meeting 
the  operating  expenses  of  the  Police  Department,  Fire  Department,  West  Acton  Citizens  Library,  Memorial  Library,  Highway 
Department,  Finance  Department,  Municipal  Properties  Department,  Conservation  Department,  Building  Department,  Health  Depart- 
ment, Engineering  Department,  Cemetery  Department  and  Planning  Department  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  ninety  one? 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEEETING 
HELD  APRIL  1, 1991 
AND 

ADJOURNED  SESSIONS 
HELD  APRIL  2,  JUNE  4, 1991 

Acton's  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  convened  by  Town  Moderator, 
Donald  MacKenzie  at  7:37  P.M.  Mr.  MacKenzie  introduced  Rev.  Richard  Black, 
pastor  of  St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  who,  representing  Acton's 
religious  community,  gave  the  invocation. 

The  Moderator  next  introduced  F.  Core  Hunter.  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  who  presented  retiring  Selectman  Donald  Gilberti  with  an  Acton 
Town  Clock  as  an  expression  of  the  appreciation  of  the  townspeople  and  Board 
of  Selectmen  for  his  three  (3)  full  terms  of  committed  and  outstanding  service  to 
the  Town  of  Acton. 

After  a  welcome  to  Troop  1 1  of  the  Acton  Boy  Scouts,  introductions  of 
the  officials  seated  on  the  stage  and  a  review  of  town  meeting  rules  and 
regulations  the  moderator  explained  that  at  the  1991  annual  town  meeting  the 
voters  would  be  asked  to  adopt  the  unusual  procedure  of  postponing  some  articles 
to  be  voted  on  at  an  adjourned  session  in  June  and  that  the  first  warrant  article  to 
be  introduced  would  not  be  Article  I.Mr.  MacKenzie  proceeded  with  this  special 
action. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  to  take  up  Articles  8,  10,  1 1,  12,  13, 
14,  15,  34,  37,  and  38,  in  numerical  order,  at  7;30  P.M.  on  June  4,  1991  at  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Auditorium,  and  that  there  will  be  a 
second  call  of  the  Consent  Calendar  on  Articles  10,  11,  12,  and  34,  at  the 
adjourned  session. 

Mr.  Hunter  spoke  to  his  motion  outlining  in  some  detail  the  reasoning 
behind  this  action.  He  explained  that  since  the  School  Committee  had  already 
scheduled  a  Special  Town  Meeting  for  June  4,  1 99 1 ,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Finance  Committee  and  Coordinating 
Committee  members  that  it  would  be  more  reasonable  to  defer  consideration  of 
all  financial  appropriation  articles  until  this  later  meeting  when  the  Common- 
wealth of  Mass.  might  have  released  a  more  definite  plan  for  distribution  of  local 
aid  funds. 

When  brought  to  a  vote  the  motion  carried  unanimously. 

The  Moderator  proceeded  to  consideration  of  the  Consent  Calendar,  a 
group  of  articles  considered  non-contoversial  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Finance  Committee  and  presented  as  a  unit,  without  debate.  Voters  were  in- 
structed that  any  article  may  be  held  for  debate  in  its  normal  chronological  order 
if  two  voters  called  "hold". 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  take  up  the  1 8  remain- 
ing articles  as  listed  in  the  consent  calendar  on  pages  11,12  and  1 3  of  the  warrant, 
except  that: 

in  Article  6 

MS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $885,000  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the 
fees  generated  by  providing  such  services  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  to  meet 
this  appropriation. 

The  consent  calendar  passed  unanimously  with  the  exception  of  Articles 
7,  18  and  28. 


ARTICLE  NUMBER 


ARTICLE  TITLE 


Article  1  Choose  Town  Officers 

(Motion  carried  unanimously) 

Article  2  Hear  and  Accept  Reports 

(Motion  carried  unanimously) 


DATE 

4/1/91 

4/1/91 


Article  3*  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Budget  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Article  4*  Nursing  Enterprise  Budget  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Article  5*  Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Budget  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Article  6*  NESWC  Enterprise  Budget  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Article  7*  Merriam  School  Enterprise  Budget  4/1/91 

(Motion  carries) 

Article  8  Omnibus  Budget  6/4/91 

(Motion  Carries) 

Article  9#  Change  To  Representative  Form  of  Town  Mtg.  4/1/91 

(Motion  lost  by  voice  vote) 

Article  10*  Refurbish  (3)  6-ton  Dump  Trucks  6/4/91 

(Consent  motion  carried) 

Article  1 1  *  Replace  1  Pick-up  Truck  6/4/9 1 

(Consent  motion  carried) 

Article  12*         Replace  1  Fire  Dept.  Sedan  6/4/91 
(Consent  motion  carried) 

Article  13  Purchase  Automated  Vote  Counting  System  6/4/91 

(Motion  carries) 

Article  14#         Mental  Health  Services  Appropriation  6/4/91 
(Motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  15#         West  Acton  Library  Assoc.  Appropriation  6/4/91 
(Motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  16  Rewrite  Hazardous  Material  Control  Bylaw  4/1/91 

(Motion  passes  as  amended) 

Article  17  Street  Acceptance  -  Stoneymeade  4/2/91 

(Moved  to  take  no  action  -  Motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  18*  Require  Consistency  with  Master  Plan  6/4/91 

(Motion  carries  by  standing  vote)  Yes  -  100  No  -  32 

Article  19*  Access  for  Handicapped  Persons  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  20*  Parking  Lot  Exemptions  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  21*  Eliminate  Hammerhead  Lot  -  Special  Permit  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  22*  Nursing  Homes  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  23  Rewrite  Sign  By-law  4/2/91 

(Motion  carries  by  standing  vote)  Yes  79  No  17 

Article  24*         Quarry  Road  Land  Use  Change  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  25*  Stoneymeade  Land  Gift  4/1/91 

(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Article  26*         Cunningham  Land  Gifi  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 
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Article  27* 
"1  Article  28* 

Article  29* 
"1  Article  m 

Article  3I# 

Article  32# 

\rticle  33 

Article  34* 
Article  35* 

'Article  36* 

i\rticle  37 

Article  38 

♦Consent 

ARTICLE 
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Prescolt  Paint  Land  Gift  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Enhanced  91 1  -  Accept  Chapter  291  4/2/91 
(Motion  carries) 

Regional  Fire  and  EMS  Dispatch  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carries  unanimously) 

Direct  Selectmen  to  Replace  Ambulance  4/2/91 
(Motion  lost  by  voice  vote) 

Direct  Selectmen  to  Discontinue 

Private  Ambulance  Consideration  4/2/91 
(Motion  lost  by  voice  vote) 

Resolution  to  Support  Bioremediation  Test  4/2/91 
(Resolution  carried  unanimously  as  amended) 

School  Regionalization  Study  Committee  4/2/91 
(Motion  as  amended  carried) 

Unpaid  Bills  6/4/91 

Continuation  of  Previous  Appropriations  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Tax  Anticipation  Notes  4/1/91 
(Consent  motion  carried  unanimously) 

Budget  Transfer  6/4/91 
(Motion  carries) 

Use  of  Funds  to  Reduce  Tax  Rate  6/4/^1 
(Motion  carries) 

#Citizen  Petition 

CONSENT  CALENDAR 

MOTION 

Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $32, (XX)  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  and 
that  the  receipts  from  the  van  service  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund 
under  M.G.L  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

Nursing  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$262,300  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing  services, 
and  that  the  receipts  from  the  fees  generated  by  providing  such 
services  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44, 
Section  53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

Septage  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$250,000  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal ,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$250,(X)0  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 


NESWC  Enterprise  Fund;  Move  that  the  Town  appropriate  $885,000 
for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$885,000  be  transferred  from  the  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Fund. 

"HELD"  Merriam  School  Enterprise  Budget:  Move  that  the  Town 
appropriate  $149,788  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam 
School,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School  be 
set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L,  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to 
meet  this  appropriation. 

"DEFERRED"  Refurbish  Three  6-Ton  Dump  Trucks:  Move  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  $30,000  for  the  refurbishment  of  three 
six-ton  dump  trucks;  said  sum  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager. 


1 1  "DEFERRED"  Pick-Up  Truck  Replacement:  Move  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $  1 4,(X)0  for  the  purchase  of  a  pick-up  truck ;  said 
sum  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager. 

12  "DEFERRED"  Replace  Fire  Dept.  Sedan:  Move  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $15,000  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  one  new 
command  cruiser  for  the  Fire  Department ;  said  sum  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager. 

18  "HELD"  Require  Consistency  with  Master  Plan:  Move  that  the 
Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

19  Access  for  Handicapped  Persons:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

20  Parking  Lot  Exemptions:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

2 1  Hammerhead  Lots:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set 
forth  in  the  article. 

22  Nursing  Homes:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth 
in  the  article. 

24  Quarry  Road  Land  Use  Change:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

25  Stoneymeade  Land  Gift:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

26  Cunningham  Land  Gift:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

27  Prescott  Paint  Land  Gift:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

28  "HELD"  Enhanced  911:  Move  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  29 1  of 
the  Acts  of  1990. 

29  Regional  Fire  &  EMS  Dispatch:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

34  "DEFERRED"  -  Unpaid  Bills:  Move  that  no  action  be  taken. 

35  Unexpended  Article  Money:  Move  that  the  continuation  of  previous 
balance  of  the  appropriation  under  the  articles  listed  not  lapse  pursu- 
ant to  Section  G-5  of  the  Town  Charter,  but  remain  open  until  the 
appropriation  is  expended  or  the  Town  Meeting  otherwise  votes. 

36  Tax  Anticipation  Notes:  Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

With  the  exception  of  Articles  7, 1 8,  and  28  the  Consent  Calendar  articles  carried 
unanimously  by  voice  vote. 

*  Indicates  Consent  Motion. 

#  Indicates  inserted  by  Citizen  Petition 

ARTICLE  1  CHOOSE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  to  fix  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  follows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  Town  Meeting  session 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman  $750.00 

Clerk  $650.00 
Member  $650.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  fix  the  compensation 

for  elected  officers  as  shown  in  the  warrant. 

Malcolm  MacGregor  nominates  Edward  Bennett  as  Trustee  of  the  West 
Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1994. 
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MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Walter  Sprague  nominates  Allen  Nelson  as  Trustee  of  Acton's  Fireman's 
Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1994,  and  William  Klauer  as  Trustee  of  Acton's 
Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1993. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Frances  Moretii  nominates  Mabel  Grekula  as  Trustee  of  Charlotte 
Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1991,  and  Shirley  Towie  as  Trustee  of  the 
Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1993. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Cornelia  Huber  nominates  Edwin  Miller  as  Trustee  of  the  Elizabeth 
White  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1994. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Frances  Bissell  nominates  Virginia  Hahn  as  Trustee  of  the  Citizen's 
Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire  in  1994. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  2.  HEAR  AND  ACCEPT  REPORTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  reports,  and  to  hear  and  act  upon  the  report 
of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Town  Meeting  that  has  not  already 
reported,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  GILBERTI  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports  of 
the  various  Town  officers  and  boards  as  set  forth  in  the  1990  Town  Report  and 
that  the  Moderator  call  for  any  other  reports. 

There  were  no  other  reports. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Following  article  2,  with  the  approval  of  the  moderator,  the  following 
individuals  presented  abbreviated  status  reports  on  his/her  budget: 

Mike  Rogers,  Chairman,  Finance  Committee  Lees  Stuntz,  Chairman, 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  Pamela  Harting-Barrat,  Chair- 
man, Acton  Public  Schools  F.  Dore  Hunter,  Chairman,  Board  of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  3*  COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN  ENTERPRISE 

BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  $32,000,  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the 
estimated  receipts  from  the  van  service  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $32,(X)0.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  and  that  the 
receipts  from  the  van  service  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.  Chapter 
44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

CONSENT  MOTION  PASSES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  4*  NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vole  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds  S262.300.  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  nursing  serv  ices  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  nursing  services,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $262,300.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing 
services,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  fees  generated  by  providing  such  services 
be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this 
appropriation. 

CONSENT  MOTION  PASSES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  5*  SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from' 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $250,000,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  estimated ^ 
receipts  from  Septage  Disposal  Fees  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the  purpose 
of  septage  disposal,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $250,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such 
amount  $250,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  PASSES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  6*  NESWC  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  wil  1  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  $885,000,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the  estimated  receipts 
from  solid  waste  disposal  fees  to  meet  a  portion  of  such  appropriation,  for  the 
purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $885,000.00,  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal, 
and  that  the  receipts  from  the  fees  generated  by  providing  such  services  be  set 
aside  as  a  separate  fund  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

CONSENT  MOTION  PASSES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD  "  AND  NOT  PASSED  AS  PART 
OF  THE  CONSENT  MOTIONS. 

ARTICLE  7*  MERRIAM  SCHOOL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $  1 49,788.  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  the  Merriam  School  rentals  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate 
$149,788.00  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School,  and  that  the 
recipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under 
M.G.L.,  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  8  OMNIBUS  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  appropriations  for  expenditures  by  depart- 
ments, officers,  boards,  and  committees  of  the  Town  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  the  lax  levy  or  by  transfer 
from  available  funds,  including  any  special  funds,  or  by  any  combination  of  these 
methods;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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FY  91 

Approp. 

VCCOUNT  NAME 
Education: 

\clon  Public  Sch<H)ls  8.178,537 
^clon  Boxboro  Regional 

School  System  7,123,083 
Vlinulcman  Technical 

School  System  560,995 


FY  92 
Coordinating 
Comm.  Plan 


FY  91-92 

Plan 
%  Change 


FY  92 
Request 


FY  91-92 
Request 
%  Change 


Total  Education 


15.862.615 


g  Community  Services: 

J  Municipal  Services  10,203,037 


8..S24,I51 

4.2 

8.524.151 

4.2 

7,583,849 

6.5 

9,437,787 

32.5 

589.000 

5.0 

782,949 

39.6 

16.697.000 

5.3 

18,744,887 

18.2 

10,621,673 

4.1 

10,456,673 

2.5 

rolal  Appropriation  26.065.652 

ARTICLE  9# 


27,318,673 


29,201,560 


CHANGE  TO  REPRESENTATIVE  FORM  OF 
TOWN  MEETING 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  an  Act  permitting  the  Town  to  adopt  the  Representative  form  of 
Town  Meeting. 

I         MOTION:  MR.  LA  FRENIERE  moves  that  the  Town  instruct  the 
Board  of  SelectiTien  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  permitting  the  Town  to 
;  adopt  a  Representative  Form  of  Town  Meeting,  as  set  forth  in  Massachusetts 
-  General  Laws,  Chapter  43A. 

MOTION  LOST  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  10*         REFURBISH  THREE  6-TON  DUMP  TRUCKS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  $30,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager 
for  the  refurbishment  of  three  6  ton  dump  trucks,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  1 1  *         PICK-UP  TRUCK  REPLACEMENT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $14,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  of  a  pick-up  truck,-  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto, 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  12*         REPLACE  FIRE  DEPT.  SEDAN 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $15,700,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  one  new  command  cruiser  for 
the  Fire  Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  13  PURCHASE  AUTOMATED  VOTE  COUNTING 

SYSTEM 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $40,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  of  an  automated  vote  counting  system,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4, 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 
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ARTICLE  14#         MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  APPROPRIA- 
TION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  Mental 
Health  Services  to  be  provided  for  in  need  residents  as  well  as  average  residents, 
or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereof. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  DEFERRED  UNTIL  JUNE  4,  1991 
ADJOURNED  SESSION. 

ARTICLE  1S#         WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
APPROPRIATION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $  1 8.908,  or  any  other  sum,  for  salaries  and  operating 
expenses  for  the  maintenance  and  staffing  of  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library 
Association,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  16  HAZARDOUS  WASTE  MATERIAL  CONTROL 

BYLAW 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  I  of  the  Town  Bylaws 
(Hazardous  Materials  Control  Bylaw,  adopted  at  the  1985  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing), by  deleting  it  in  its  entirety  and  substituting  therefor  the  bylaw  as  set  forth 
below: 

HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS  CONTROL  BYLAW 
SECTION  1  —  AUTHORITY,  PURPOSE  AND  DEFINITIONS 

1 1.1  Authority 

This  bylaw  is  adopted  by  the  Town  of  Acton  under  its  Home  Rule 
Authority,  its  Police  Powers  to  protect  the  public  health,  safety  and  welfare  and 
its  authorization  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  (MGL),  Chapter  (c)  40, 
section  2 1 .  MGL  Chapter  111,  section  3 1 ,  and  MGL  Chapter  148,  sections  9  and 
13. 

11.2  Purpose 

The  purpo.se  of  this  bylaw  is  to  protect,  preserve,  and  maintain  the  Town's 
existing  and  potential  groundwater  supply,  groundwater  recharge  areas,  surface 
waters,  air  quality  and  natural  environment  and  to  assure  public  health  and  safety 
through  the  proper  management  of  hazardous  materials  and  waste, 

11.3  Deflnitions 

I.  3.1        "Abnormal  Loss  of  Material  or  Waste"  means  a  loss  of 

greater  than  .05%  of  the  material  stored  over  a  period  of 
one  calendar  month,  unless  such  limit  is  undetectable  in 
which  case  the  Board  of  Health  shall  set  the  limit. 

II.  3.2       "Biodegradable"  means  a  product  or  material  which  de- 

composes at  a  significant  rate  into  nontoxic  materials  by 
natural  biological  processes. 

II  .3.3       "CMR"  means  the  Code  of  Massachusetts  Regulations. 

11.3.4  "Container"  means  any  portable  device  in  which  hazard- 
ous materials  or  wastes  are  stored,  transported,  treated, 
disposed  of  or  otherwise  handled. 
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11.3.5 


"DEP"  means  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protec- 
tion and/or  its  successors. 


SECTION  2  —  PROHIBITIONS,  DISCHARGE  REPORTING  AND 
REMEDIAL  ACTIONS 


11.3.6  "Discharge"  means  the  disposal,  deposit,  injection,  dump- 
ing, spilling,  leaking,  escape,  incineration  or  placing  of 
any  hazardous  material  or  waste,  into  or  on  the  land,  water 
or  air.  Discharge  includes,  without  limitation,  leakage  of 
such  hazardous  materials  or  wastes  from  containers,  tanks 
or  storage  systems,  ordisposal  of  such  materials  or  wastes 
into  any  sewage  disposal  system,  dry  well,  catch  basin  or 
landfill. 


12.1.  Prohibitions 

12.1.1  There  shall  be  no  discharge  of  hazardous  materials  or 
wastes  within  the  Town  of  Acton  through  land,  water,  or 
air  transmission  without  a  permit  for  such  action  by  an 
authorized  agent  of  a  federal  or  state  agency  or  without  a 
hearing  from  the  Board  of  Health  unless  otherwise  ex- 
cepted or  exempted  under  this  bylaw. 


1 1. 3. 7  "Fire  Chief  means  the  Fire  Chief  of  the  Town  of  Acton 
and  shall  include  any  designee  of  the  Fire  Chief. 

1 1. 3. 8  "Hazardous  Material  or  Waste"  means  any  substance, 
including  petroleum  or  derivatives  thereof,  or  combina- 
tion of  substances  which  because  of  their  quantity,  con- 
centration, physical,  chemical,  infectious,  flammable, 
combustible,  radioactive,  genetic  or  toxic  characteristics, 
may  cause  or  significantly  contribute  to  a  present  or 
potential  risk  to  human  health,  safety  or  welfare,  to  the 
groundwater  resources,  or  to  the  natural  environment. 
Any  substance  regulated  under  applicable  Acton  Board  of 
Health  regulations  and  under  any  State  or  Federal  laws 
and  regulations  regulating  hazardous,  chemical,  biologi- 
cal or  waste  materials,  or  any  amendments  thereof,  shall 
be  considered  hazardous  material  or  waste. 

1 1 .3.9  "Owners  or  Operators"  means  each  and  every  person  who 
alone  or  severally  with  others  has  legal  title  to  any  prop- 
erty on  which  is  located  any  hazardous  material  or  waste 
subject  to  this  bylaw;  or  a  tenant,  licensee  or  person  in 
possession,  who  has  care,  charge  or  control  of  any  such 
property,  in  any  capacity  including  without  limitation 
agent,  executor,  administrator,  trustee  or  guardian  of  the 
estate  of  the  holder  of  legal  title;  or  agent,  trustee  or  a 
person  appointed  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction;  or 
a  mortgagee  in  possession  of  such  property.  Each  and 
every  such  person  is  bound  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  this  bylaw  as  if  he  were  an  owner. 

11.3.10  A  "Hazardous  Material  Generator"  means  any  commer- 
cial enterprise,  government  agency,  owner  or  operator 
who  produces,  prepares,  imports  or  compounds  hazard- 
ous material  or  waste  by  combining  previously  non- 
hazardous  materials  to  create  hazardous  materials. 

11.3.11  A  "Hazardous  Material  User"  means  any  commercial 
enterprise,  government  agency,  owner  or  operator  who 
utilizes  haz.ardous  materials  or  waste,  for  any  purposes 
other  than  those  specifically  exempt  from  the  require- 
ments of  this  bylaw  under  section  2.2. 

1 1. 3. 1 2  "Storage"  means  the  holding  of  any  hazardous  materials 
or  wastes  for  more  than  24  hours. 

11.3.13  "Storage  System"  means  one  or  more  tank(s),  and  all 
connecting  pipes,  valves  or  other  devices  appurtenant 
thereto. 

11.3.14  "Tanks"  means  any  stationary  device  used  to  store  or  to 
contain  an  accumulation  of  hazardous  materials  or  wastes. 


12.1.2  There  shall  be  no  discharge  of  hazardous  materials  or 
wastes  within  the  aquifer  protection  Zones  1 ,2,3,  as  delin- 
eated in  the  Section  4.3  of  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  as 
printed  on  May  I,  1990  and  subsequent  amendments 
thereof,  either  through  land,  water  or  air  transmission 
unless  otherwise  excepted  or  exempted  under  this  bylaw. 

12. 1 .3  There  shall  be  no  new  installations  of  underground  storage 
tanks  for  hazardous  materials  or  waste  within  the  aquifer 
protection  Zones  1  &  2  as  delineated  in  the  Section  4.3  of 
the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  as  printed  on  May  1,  1990  and 
subsequent  amendments  thereof;  or  within  the  flood  plain, 
defined  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
"Flood  Insurance  Study,  Town  of  Acton"  January  6, 1 988, 
as  amended;  or  within  500  feet  of  a  surface  water  body, 
wetland  or  private  well.  Replacement  of  underground 
storage  tanks  for  flammable  materials  that  pre-exist  this 
bylaw  shall  be  allowed  only  after  the  Fire  Chief  or  his 
designee  determines  that  above  ground  storage  of  the 
flammable  and/or  combustible  material  would  not  create 
a  fire  and/or  explosion  hazard. 

12.1.4  No  area  within  which  hazardous  materials  or  waste  are 
used,  stored  or  generated  may  contain  a  floor  drain  that 
leads  to  a  storm  drain  or  a  septic  system.  Floor  drains  in 
such  areas  shall  drain  into  containment  vessels  for  re- 
moval by  a  DEP  approved  hazardous  waste  carrier.  All 
Other  drains  shall  be  permanently  sealed  off. 

12.1.5  No  residues  or  waste  waters  resulting  from  hazardous 
material  or  waste  spill  clean  up  procedures  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  into  drains  or  other  facilities  leading  to  storm 
drains  or  septic  systems  or  into  the  Acton  Transfer  Station. 
All  such  residues  and  waste  waters  shall  be  contained  for 
removal  by  a  DEP  approved  hauler. 

1 2.2  Exceptions 

Applications  of  fertilizers,  herbicides  and  pesticides  used  in  accordance 
with  applicable  local,  state  and  federal  regulations  shall  be  exempt  from  Section 
2  of  this  bylaw,  applications  of  deicing  chemicals  in  conformance  with  the 
Massachusetts  Snow  and  Ice  Control  Program,  applications  of  swimming  pool 
chemicals,  and  applications  of  water  treatment  chemicals  by  the  Acton  Water 
District.  Storage  of  such  chemicals,  however,  shall  not  be  exempt  from  the 
appropriate  storage  requirements  of  Section  3  of  this  bylaw.  This  bylaw  shall  not 
apply  to  discharge  of  ordinary  sanitary  wastewater  into  a  septic  system  installed 
in  accordance  with  applicable  State  and  local  regulations  or  to  ordinary  u.ses  of 
household  or  garden  products  used  in  accordance  with  applicable  labeling 
instructions  from  state  and  federal  law.  Nothing  in  this  bylaw  prohibits  the  Board 
of  Health  from  limiting  or  prohibiting  the  use  of  any  such  product  by  appropriate 
regulations. 


11.3.15  "Underground  Storage  System"  means  a  system  in  which 
any  or  part  of  any  of  the  tanks,  connecting  pipes,  valves  or 
other  devices  are  buried  below  the  surface  of  the  ground 
unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  Board  of  Health. 
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I  2.3        Reporting  of  Discharges 

Owners  or  operators  shall  inimcdialcl y  report  any  discharge  or  abnormal 
loss  of  hazardous  materials  or  waste  and  shall  provide  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  the  discharged  hazardous  materials  or  wastes  and  supply 
pertinent  Material  Safety  Data  Sheet's  to  the  File  Chief,  the  1  lealth  Director,  Civil 
Defense  and  l,ocal  luTiergcncy  I'lanning  Committee  and  the  appropriate  ofllce  in 
the  D.E.P..  These  reporting  requirements  are  in  addition  to  all  State  and  Federal 
reporting  requirements. 

I  2.4        Remedial  Actions  Following  Discharges 

12.4.1  Any  discharge  of  hazardous  material  or  waste  shall  be 
immediately  contained  and  reported.  Clean  up  activities 
of  significant  discharges  shall  be  taken  under  the  direction 
of  the  Fire  Chief  ,  Health  Director  and/or  other  applicable 
agency.  Clean-up  and  proper  disposal  of  any  discharged 
or  abnormally  lost  hazardous  material  or  waste  shall  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  owner  or  operator,  hazardous  mate- 
rial generator,  or  user  including  cost  of  the  cleanup  and 
disposal. 

12.4.2  Following  the  immediate  assessment  according  to  section 
2.3  and  containment  of  any  hazardous  material  or  waste 
discharge  a  detailed  report  on  the  spill,  remedial  proce- 
dure plan  and  a  schedule  for  all  ongoing  clean  up  actions 
to  be  undertaken  shall  promptly  be  submitted  to  the  Fire 
Chief  and  the  Board  of  Health.  Action  shall  not  be  taken 
unless  the  Fire  Chief  and  Board  of  Health  deem  that  the 
remedial  procedure  will  not  contribute  to  a  fire,  explosion 
and/or  environmental  hazard.  A  detailed  report  on  the  spill 
and  a  remedial  plan  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Fire  Chief. 

12.4.3  Collection  and  disposal  of  contaminated  material  shall  be 
conducted  by  a  handler  that  is  licensed  by  the  DEP. 

SECTION  3  —  PERMITS  AND  ACCOUNTING  FOR  HAZARDOUS  . 
MATERIALS  AND  WASTE 

1 3.1         Permit  for  Hazardous  Materials  and  Waste 

Any  hazardous  material  or  waste  generator  or  user  of  hazardous  materials 
or  waste  which  exceeds  the  thresholds  in  s.  3. 1 . 1 .,  including  residential  tanks  as 
specified  in  s.  5.3.4.  must  obtain  a  permit  from  the  Board  of  Health  to  store,  use 
or  generate  hazardous  materials  or  wastes.  The  permit  shall  be  granted  for  one 
year,  and  may  be  renewed  by  the  Health  Director,  unless  there  has  been  a 
substantial  change  in  the  quantity,  type  or  method  of  storage,  generation  or  use, 
or  the  Health  Director  concludes  for  any  reason  that  reissuance  of  the  permit 
should  be  reviewed  by  the  Board.  This  permit  shall  be  in  addition  to  any  license 
required  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Ch  148  S  13  and/or  any  permit  required  in 
accordance  with  527  CMR  14.00  or  any  other  Fire  Prevention  Regulation. 

13.1.1  A  permit  must  be  obtained  for  hazardous  materials  and 
wastes  when  use,  generation  or  storage  are  above  the 
following  thresholds: 

1 )  Small  scale  or  large  scale  generator  as  defined  in 
the  Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Management 
Act,  MGL  Ch  21C,  and  the  Federal  Resource 
Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  42  U.S.C.,  Sec- 
tion 6901  et  seq  or  as  defined  in  any  subsequent 
amendments  or  new  regulations;  or  generation  in 
excess  of  100  kg/mo  of  hazardous  waste  or  mate- 
rials, whichever  is  the  smallest  quantity. 

2)  Any  storage  or  use  within  a  twenty-four  hour 
period  exceeding  25  gallons  liquid  volume  or  25 
pounds  dry  weight  of  any  hazardous  material  or 
waste  except  for  retail  sale. 


3)  Storage,  use  or  generation  of  any  quantity  of  any 
chemical  on  The  List  of  Extremely  Hazardous 
Materials,  as  published  in  the  Federal  Register 
Volume  52,  Number  77,  April  22,  1987,  and  any 
additional  chemicals  added  subsequently. 

4)  Storage  of  any  haz.ardous  materials  or  waste  over- 
night in  delivery  trucks  or  tank  trailers. 

5)  Storage  of  more  than  50  gallons  or  50  pounds  dry 
weight  of  any  prepackaged  hazardous  materials 
for  retail  sale. 

I  3.2        Information  Required  For  A  Hazardous  Materials  and  Waste 
Permit  Application 

-  The  following  information  shall  be  supplied  with  the  applicauon  for 
a  permit: 

13.2.1  A  list  of  the  size,  type,  age  and  location  of  each  container 
or  tank.  Evidence  of  the  date  of  purchase  and  installation 
shall  be  included  for  existing  storage  systems,  along  with 
a  plot  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  containers,  tanks, 
drains  and  piping  on  the  property.  In  complex  appi  ications 
the  Health  Department  and/or  the  Board  of  Health,  may 
require  a  plot  plan  certified  by  a  Professional  Land  Sur- 
veyor. Any  changes  in  the  information  contained  in  the 
initial  application,  including  any  change  in  the  use  of  the 
storage  system,  shall  be  reported  immediately. 

13.2.2  A  list  of  daily  amounts  stored,  used  or  generated  and 
estimate  of  yeariy  throughput  of  all  hazardous  materials 
and  waste  to  be  used,  stored,  or  generated  on  the  site,  and 
copies  of  pertinent  Material  Safety  Data  Sheets. 

13.2.3  Documentation  stating  that  all  information  previously 
filed  with  the  Board  of  Health  is  correct,  or  indicating  a 
change  in  the  status  of  the  existing  permit  shall  be  submit- 
ted annually.  A  new  permit  shall  be  obtained  within  thirty 
days  from  the  Board  of  Health  whenever: 

a.  there  is  any  change  in  the  type  or  method  of 
generation,  use  or  storage,  or  significant  change  in 
the  quantity  or  composition  of  hazardous  materi- 
als or  wastes  previously  permitted. 

b.  The  method  of  storage,  generation  or  use  fails  to 
comply  with  information  previously  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Health. 

13.2.4  The  Board  of  Health  may  require  additional  information 
if  it  is  necessary  to  adequately  evaluate  the  application. 

1 3.3        Exceptions  to  Permit  Requirement. 

Permits  shall  not  be  required  under  this  bylaw  for  the  following: 

a)  Septic  Systems 

b)  Gasoline  and  diesel  fuel  stored  in  tanks  mounted 
on  a  vehicle  and  used  solely  to  fuel  the  same 
vehicle. 

c)  Hydraulic  oil  reservoir  tanks  on  heavy  vehicular 
equipment. 

d)  Use  of  domestic  biodegradable  cleaners  for  resi- 
dential and  business  maintenance. 
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e)  Residential  oil  tanks  in  place  and  in  use  prior  to 
passage  of  this  bylaw.  New  residential  oil  tanks 
require  permits  as  noted  in  section  5.3.4  of  this 
bylaw,  provided  that  a  permit  has  also  been  ob- 
tained from  the  Fire  Chief. 

1 3.4        Hazardous  Materials  and  Waste  Permit  Conditions 

The  Board  of  Health  may  impose  conditions  on  any  storage  permit  as 
necessary  to  serve  the  purposes  of  this  by  law  or  to  protect  the  public  health  and 
environment. 

I  3.5         Requirements  for  Approval  of  Hazardous  Material  and  Waste 
Permits 

13.5. 1  Hazardous  materials  and  waste  permits  with  the  exception 
of  residential  home  heating  oil  tanks,  shall  be  granted  by 
the  Board  of  Health  only  if  the  following  criteria  are 
fulfilled: 

a.  The  proposed  storage,  use  or  generation  system 
shall  provide  adequate  discharge  prevention  safe- 
guards which  are  appropriate  to  the  materials  and 
wastes  to  be  stored,  used  or  generated  and  to  the 
location  of  the  storage,  use  or  generation. 

b.  The  proposed  storage,  use  or  generation  system 
shall  comply  with  all  local,  state  and  federal  regu- 
lations. 

c.  The  proposed  storage,  use  or  generation  system 
shall  not  cause  a  threat  to  the  public  health  and 
safety  or  to  the  environment. 

d.  The  applicant  has  established  a  satisfactory  haz- 
ardous materials  and  waste  discharge  contingency 
plan. 

e.  All  hazardous  materials  or  wastes  to  be  stored 
above  ground  shall  be  stored  in  product  tight 
containers  on  an  impervious,  chemical  resistant 
surface,  under  cover  and  sheltered  from  the 
weather  unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  Board. 
The  storage  area  shall  be  enclosed  with  a  perma- 
nent dike  of  impervious  construction  providing  a 
volume  of  at  least  100%  of  the  maximum  volume 
of  the  largest  single  container  or  tank  plus  1 0%  of 
the  total  storage  capacity.  All  outdoor  storage 
areas  shall  be  surrounded  by  a  5  foot  fence,  at  a 
minimum,  and  shall  be  kept  locked  at  all  times 
when  unattended. 

f.  Hazardous  Waste  shall  be  held  on  the  premises  for 
removal  by  a  licensed  carrier  in  accordance  with 
the  Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Management 
Act,  MGL  Chapter  2 IC. 

g.  Owners  or  Operators  shall  park  delivery  trucks  or 
tank  trailers  only  in  designated  overnight  parking 
areas  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire 
Department.  These  parking  areas  must  allow  for 
detection  and  containment  of  discharge  from  the 
parked  vehicles  that  are  acceptable  to  the  Board  of 
Health  and  Fire  Department. 

I  3.6        Inventory  and  Monitoring  of  Above  Ground  Storage  Systems 

All  hazardous  materials  stored  above  ground,  with  the  exception  of 
residential  home  heating  oil  tanks,  shall  be  monitored  weekly  unless  more 
frequent  monitoring  is  specified  in  the  permit.  Monitoring  shall  consist  of  a 
thorough  visual  inspection  of  the  containcr(s)  and  tank(s)  and  stock(s)  of 
materials  as  well  as  the  dike  area  for  deterioration,  leakage  or  unaccounted  for  loss 
of  materials. 


1 3.7        Record  Retention 

Throughout  the  permit  period,  owners,  users,  generators,  or  operators 
shall  keep  copies  of  all  Hazardous  Waste  Transport  Manifests  on-site,  as  required 
under  the  Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  42  U.S.C..  Section  6901  et 
seq.  and  the  Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Act  MGL  Chapter 
21C,  315  CMR,  Section  2.04.  If  a  hazardous  waste  generator  is  exempt  from  the 
manifest  requirements  sufficient  proof  of  a  proper  disposal  method  shall  be 
maintained. 

SECTION  4  —  UNDERGROUND  STORAGE  OF  FLAMMABLE  OR 
COMBUSTIBLE  PRODUCTS  AND  HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS  OR 
WASTES 

I  4.1        Underground  Storage  Requirements 

14. 1.1  Owners  or  operators  storing  flammable  or  combustible 
materials  in  underground  storage  systems  shall  obtain  a 
permit  from  the  Fire  Chief  in  addition  to  the  Hazardous 
Material  Permit  from  the  Board  of  Health  required  under 
section  3.  Owners  and  operators  storing  hazardous  mate- 
rials or  wastes  underground  which  are  not  flammable  or 
combustible  need  only  obtain  a  permit  from  the  Board  of 
Health  under  section  3. 

14.1.2  Any  discharge  or  abnormal  loss  of  material  from  under- 
ground storage  systems  shall  be  reported  to  the  Fire  Chief, 
the  Health  Director  and  the  appropriate  office  in  the 
D.E.P.  immediately  upon  detection. 

14. 1 .3  Response  procedures  to  any  discharge  or  abnormal  loss  of 
material  from  underground  storage  system  shall  follow 
the  requirements  of  527  CMR  Section  9.20  or  31 0  CMR 
s.  30.697,  whichever  is  applicable.  In  the  case  of  any 
hazardous  material  for  which  response  procedures  are  not 
specified  under  state  law,  response  procedures  shall  be 
those  required  for  hazardous  wastes  under  310  CMR  s. 
30.697.  unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

14.1.4  Prior  to  any  change  in  the  material  stored  in  an  under- 
ground tank,  such  change  of  material  shall  be  approved  by 
the  Health  Department  and  (in  the  case  of  flammable  or 
combustible  materials)  by  the  Fire  Chief.  Confirmation  by 
the  tank  manufacturer  that  such  a  change  in  material 
would  be  compatible  with  the  tank  type  shall  also  be 
submitted,  in  writing,  to  the  Board/Fire  Chief. 

I  4.2        Underground  Tank  Construction 

14.2. 1  All  underground  storage  tanks  shall  be  designed  to  mini- 
mize the  risk  of  corrosion  and  leakage,  and  shall  conform 
to  all  construction  and  installation  requirements  under 
applicable  stale  and  federal  law.  All  new  underground 
storage  systems  for  hazardous  materials  or  waste  shall 
meet  the  standards  for  new  underground  hazardous  waste 
tanks  set  forth  in  310  CMR  s.  30.693  and  30.694.  unless 
otherwise  specified  by  the  Board  of  Health.  Hazardous 
wastes  or  waste  products  that  are  flammable  or  combus- 
tible shall  meet  527  CMR  9. 

14.2.2  All  nonconforming  tanks  (except  as  provided  in  5.3.3) 
shall  be  brought  into  conformance  by  January  1, 1999,  or 
a  lank  age  of  20  years,  whichever  comes  first. 

14.2.3  Installation  procedures  for  all  underground  storage  tanks 
shall  conform  to  all  requirements  under  applicable  state 
law.  Installation  procedures  for  any  underground  tanks  for 
any  haz-ardous  materials  not  covered  by  state  regulations 
shall  comply  with  the  requirements  in  3 10  CMR  s.  30.693 
for  installation  of  tanks  for  underground  storage  of  haz- 
ardous wastes,  unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 
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14.2.4  The  Board  ol  Health  may  require  the  placement  of  inoni- 
toring  wells  around  any  underground  storage  tank  located 
within  any  aquifer  zone  as  delineated  in  Section  4.3.2  of 
the  Groundwater  Protection  District  section  of  the  Acton 
Zoning  Bylaw  as  printed  on  May  I,  1990. 

SECTION  5  —  TESTINC;,  MONITORING,  AND  REMOVAL  REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR  ALL  UNDERGROUND  STORAGE  TANKS 

I  5.1         Underground  Tank  Testing 

15.1.1  All  underground  tanks  which  do  not  conform  to  the 
requirements  for  new  tank  installations  in  section  4.2.1 
shall  be  tested  for  tightness  at  the  expense  of  the  owner. 
Testing  schedules,  except  as  provided  in  5.3.3.,  shall 
follow  the  requirements  of  527  CMR  Section  9.13  in  the 
case  of  flammable  or  combustible  materials.  Tanks  for 
other  hazardous  materials  or  waste  shall  be  tested  annually 
or  more  frequently  if  required  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

15.1.2  Test  results  for  tanks  storing  flammable  or  combustible 
materials  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Fire  Chief  and  the 
Health  Department.  Test  results  for  tanks  storing  hazard- 
ous materials  or  wastes  which  are  not  flammable  or 
combustible  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Health  Department. 

15.1.3  Prior  to  its  transfer  all  underground  storage  tanks  located 
on  a  property  shall  be  tested  for  tightness  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner.  The  results  of  such  testing  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Fire  Chief  and  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  kept  on  file. 

15.1.4  The  Fire  Chief  or  the  Health  Director  may  request  to  be 
present  for  any  tank  testing  procedures. 

1 5.2        Inventory  and  Monitoring  of  Underground  Storage  Tanks 

15.2.1  Inventory  and  monitoring  of  underground  tanks  for  stor- 
age of  flammable  and  combustible  materials  shall  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  527  CMR  s.  9.1 1  and  9.12. 
Inventory  and  monitoring  of  underground  tanks  for  stor- 
age of  other  hazardous  materials  not  covered  by  527  CMR 
s.  9. 1 1  and  9. 1 2  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  in  3 1 0 
CMR  s.  30.692,  unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  Board 
of  Health. 

I  53        Underground  Tank  Removal 

15.3. 1  Removal  procedures  for  tanks  for  storage  of  flammable  or 
combustible  materials  shall  follow  the  requirements  of 
527  CMR  9.22  and  9.23  as  well  as  502  CMR  3.00. 

15.3.2  Removal  procedures  for  tanks  for  the  storage  of  hazardous 
materials  or  waste  which  are  not  flammable  or  combus- 
tible shall  conform  to  the  procedure  in  3 1 0  CMR  s.  30.699 
for  removal  of  hazardous  waste  tanks  unless  otherwise 
specified  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

15.3.3  All  residential  underground  storage  tanks  shall  be  re- 
moved at  a  tank  age  of  20  years,  unless  the  structure  of  the 
tank  is  sound.  Proof  of  soundness  must  consist  of  results 
of  a  tightness  test  which  follows  the  requirements  of  527 
CMR  Section  9. 1 3  and  must  be  provided  annually  to  the 
Board  and  the  Fire  Chief  beginning  the  twentieth  (20th) 
year  of  the  tank's  life. 


15.3.4  No  underground  residential  home  heating  oil  tank  shall  be 
repaired  and  placed  back  in  service.  Any  such  tank  which 
is  in  need  of  repair  shall  be  removed  and  replaced  by  an 
above  ground  storage  system.  All  replacements  of  resi- 
dential home  heating  oil  tanks  shall  require  a  permit  under 
Section  3  of  this  bylaw,  and  are  not  excepted  by  paragraph 
3.3  (e). 

15.3.5  No  underground  storage  system  which  has  leaked  shall  be 
relined,  repaired  or  continued  in  use.  Tanks  which  have 
leaked  or  need  repair  shall  be  removed. 

I  5.4        Information  Required  with  Application  for  Underground  Stor- 
age Permit 

Applications  for  permits  from  either  the  Board  of  Health  or  the  Fire  Chief 
must  include  appropriate  drawings  showing  the  location  of  all  tanks  in  relation  to 
the  aquifer  protection  zones  delineated  in  Section  4.3.2  of  the  Groundwater 
Protection  District  .section  of  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  printed  on  May  1 , 1990. 
The  location  of  all  tanks  shall  conform  to  all  applicable  legal  requirements, 
including  but  not  limited  to  the  Groundwater  Protection  Bylaw  and  the  aquifer 
protection  regulations  and  other  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

SECTION  6  -  ADMINISTRATION  AND  ENFORCEMENT 

I  6.1  Compliance  with  Hazardous  Materials  Permit  Requirements 

16. 1.1  Owners  or  occupants  of  new  premises  shall  obtain  a 
hazardous  materials  permit  from  the  Board  of  Health, 
licenses  from  the  local  licensing  authority  and  permits 
from  the  Fire  Chief  prior  to  occupying  the  premises. 

16.1.2  Existing  Premises  -  Owners  or  occupants  of  existing 
premises  shall  obtain  a  hazardous  materials  permit  by 
January  1 ,  1 992,  or  upon  any  change  in  use  or  occupancy 
of  the  site,  whichever  comes  first. 

I  6.2  Cessation  of  A  Permit 

16.2. 1  The  holder  of  a  hazardous  materials  and  waste  permit  shall 
notify  the  Board  of  Health  immediately,  in  writing,  when- 
ever the  activities  authorized  under  the  permit  cease  on  a 
permanent  basis. 

16.2.2  When  an  underground  storage  tank  for  the  storage  of 
flammable  or  combustible  materials  is  taken  out  of  service 
for  more  than  six  months,  the  fire  chief  shall  require  that 
the  tank  be  removed  in  accordance  with  527  CMR,  Sec- 
tion 9.22  and  9.23.  Any  underground  storage  tank  for  the 
storage  of  other  hazardous  materials  or  wastes  shall  be 
removed  in  accordance  with  the  procedures  in  527  CMR 
s.  9.22  and  9.23  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 

I  6.3  Promulgation  of  Rules  and  Regulations 

The  Board  of  Health  may  from  time  to  time  pass  regulations  specifying 
categories  of  materials  which  are  hazardous  materials  or  wastes  under  the 
definition  in  s.  1.3.8  of  this  bylaw.  The  Board  may  adopt  or  amend  rules  and 
regulations  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  bylaw.  A  copy  of  such  rules  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

1 6.4  FEES 

Necessary  for  the  issuance  and  renewal  of  permits  or  licenses  under  this 
bylaw  shall  be  set  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Fees  shall  be  due  on  the  date  of 
annual  registration  and  collected  by  the  permit  or  license  granting  authority. 
Failure  to  pay  shall  constitute  a  violation  and  shall  subject  the  violator  to  the 
penalties  of  Section  6.7  of  this  bylaw. 
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1 6.5  Variance 

A  variance  from  the  terms  of  this  bylaw  may  be  granted  by  the  permit 
granting  authority  after  notice  to  abutters  and  a  public  hearing,  if  it  is  found  that 
a  variance  would  satisfy  each  of  the  following  conditions: 

1)  consistency  with  the  public  health  and  environmental  protection 
objectives  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  and  applicable 
federal,  state  and  local  regulations, 

2)  consistency  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this  bylaw 

3)  prevention  of  an  undue  burden  on  the  permit  applicant,  and 

4)  equivalent  protection  as  envisioned  in  section  1 .2. 

I  6.6  Enforcement  Access 

The  authority  granting  the  permit  or  its  designee  may,  upon  reasonable 
notice  to  the  occupant  of  the  premises  enter  any  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating,  sampling,  or  inspecting  any  record,  condition,  equipment,  practice, 
or  property  relating  to  activities  subject  to  this  bylaw.  The  permit  granting 
authority  may  enter  any  premises  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  this  bylaw. 

16.7  Penalty 

Any  person  who  violates  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  punishable 
by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $300.00,  as  allowed  under  MGL  Chapter  40,  Section 
21.  Each  day  during  which  a  violation  continues  shall  constitute  a  separate 
offense,  and  each  condition  of  this  bylaw  violated  shall  constitute  a  separate 
offense.  This  penalty  may  be  imposed  by  the  Town  of  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen, 
or  a  designated  officer  having  police  powers  pursuant  to  MGL  Chapter  40, 
Section  2 ID. 

SECTION  7  -  SEVERABILITY 

17.1  Each  provision  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  construed  as  separate,  to  the  end 
that  if  any  part  of  it  shall  be  held  invalid  for  any  reason,  the  remainder 
shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  EMMONS  moves  to  amend  Article  16,  section  2.1.3  by 
removing  "not"  from  the  last  sentence. 

2.1.3.  now  reads  as  follows: 

2.1.3  There  shall  be  no  new  installations  of  underground  storage  tanks  for 
hazardous  materials  or  waste  within  the  aquifer  protection  Zones  1  &  2  as 
delineated  in  the  Section  4.3  of  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  as  printed  on  May  I, 
1990  and  subsequent  amendments  thereof;  or  within  the  flood  plain,  defined  by 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  "Flood  Insurance  Study,  Town  of 
Acton"  January  6,  1988,  as  amended;  or  within  500  feet  of  a  surface  water  body, 
wetland  or  private  well.  Replacement  of  underground  storage  tanks  for  flam- 
mable materials  that  pre-exist  this  bylaw  shall  be  allowed  only  after  the  Fire  Chief 
or  his  designee  determines  that  above  ground  storage  of  the  flammable  and/or 
combustible  material  would  create  a  fire  and/or  explosion  hazard. 

AMENDMENT  PASSES. 

MOTION  PASSES  AS  AMENDED. 

10:47  P.M. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  ATTENDING  TONIGHT  S  TOWN  MEET- 
ING -  289 


MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  MOVES  TO  ADJOURN  THIS  MEETING 
UNTIL  7:30  P.M.  ON  TUESDAY,  APRIL  2,  1991  AT  THE  ACTON- 
BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM. 

MOTION  PASSES. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  2, 1991  Acton's  Annual  Town  Meeting  reconvened  by  Mr. 

MacKenzie  at  7:30  p.m. 

ARTICLE  17  STREET  ACCEPTANCE  —  STONEYMEADE 

ROAD 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  a  public  way  the  following  street  oi 
portions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or 
easement  in  said  street  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the 
Order  of  Layout: 

In  the  STONEYMEADE  SUBDIVISION 

Stoneymeade  Way  —  from  the  easteriy  sideline  of  Pope  Road  a  distance 
of  355  feet,  more  or  less,  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  3,368  feet,  more  or  less,  in 
a  loop  road,  this  being  the  entire  road; 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  WEEKS  moves  that  no  action  be  taken  on  this  article. 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD"  AND  NOT  PASSED  AS  PART 
OF  THE  CONSENT  MOTIONS. 

ARTICLE  18*         CONSISTENCY  OF  SPECIAL  PERMITS  AND 
VARIANCES  WITH  MASTER  PLAN 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

a)  Insert  new  Section  10.3.5.1  as  follows: 

10.3.5.1  Is  consistent  with,  or  does  not  interfere  with,  or  furthers  the 
purpose  and  intent  of  the  Master  Plan.  The  Special  Permit  Grant- 
ing Authority  in  its  decision  to  grant  a  special  permit  shall  make 
written  findings  describing  how  such  special  permit  is  consistent 
with  the  Master  Plan,  or  how  such  special  permit  does  not  in  any 
way  interfere  with  the  Master  Plan,  or  how  such  special  permit 
actually  furthers  the  Master  Plan. 

and 

renumber  existing  Sections  10.3.5.1  through  10.3. 5.4to  become  Sections 
10,3.5.2  through  10.3.5.5  respectively. 

b)  Insert  new  Section  10.4.5.1  as  follows: 

10.4.5.1  Is  consistent  with,  or  does  not  interfere  with,  or  furthers  the 
purpose  and  intent  of  the  Master  Plan.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  in 
its  decision  to  grant  a  site  plan  special  permit  shall  make  written 
findings  describing  how  such  special  permit  is  consistent  with  the 
Master  Plan,  or  how  such  special  permit  does  not  in  any  way 
interfere  with  the  Master  Plan,  or  how  such  special  permit  actually 
furthers  the  Master  Plan. 

and 

renumber  existing  Sections  10.4.5.1  through  10.4.5.6  to  become  Sections 
10.4.5.2  through  10.4.5.7  respectively. 
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c)       Delete  Section  10.5.5  and  replace  with  the  following: 

10.5.5  Mandatory  Findings  —  Before  granting  any  variance  from  the 
requircmenis  of  this  Bylaw,  the  Board  of  Appeals  must  specifi- 
cally find  all  of  the  following: 

10.5.5.1  That  owing  to  circumstances  relating  to  the  soil 
conditions,  shape,  or  topography  of  the  LOT  or 
STRUCTURE  in  question  and  especially  affecting 
such  LOT  or  STRUCTURE  but  not  affecting  gener- 
ally the  zoning  district  in  which  it  is  located,  a  literal 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bylaw  would 
involve  substantial  hardship,  financial  or  otherwise, 
to  the  applicant;  and 

10.5.5.2  That  desirable  relief  may  be  granted  without  sub- 
stantial detriment  to  the  public  good  and  without 
nullifying  or  substantially  derogating  from  the 
intent  or  purpose  of  (his  Bylaw.  In  deciding  whether 
the  requested  variance  nullifies  or  substantially 
derogates  from  the  intent  or  purpose  of  this  Bylaw, 
the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  consider  whether  the 
granting  of  such  variance  is  consistent  with,  or  does 
not  interfere  with,  or  furthers  the  purpose  and  intent 
of  the  Master  Plan.  In  its  decision  to  grant  a 
variance,  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  make  written 
findings  describing  how  such  variance  is  consistent 
with  the  Master  Plan,  or  how  such  variance  does  not 
in  any  way  interfere  with  the  Master  Plan,  or  how 
such  variance  does  enhance  the  Master  Plan. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto, 

MOTION:  MR.  DUFRESNE  moves  that  this  article  18  be  taken  up  in  its 
numerical  order,  at  the  adjourned  session  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  19*         ACCESS  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

Insert  a  new  section  8.6  as  follows: 

8.6      Special  Provisions  to  Enhance  Access  for  Handicapped  Persons 

The  minimum  number  of  required  parking  spaces,  the  minimum  required 
OPEN  SPACE,  and  the  minimum  front,  side  and  rear  yard  requirements 
of  this  bylaw  may  be  reduced,  but  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  install 
handicapped  access  parking  spaces,  ramps  or  other  facilities  designed  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural 
Access  Board  and  intended  to  provide  handicapped  access  to  any  existing 
STRUCTURE  or  USE  on  any  LOT.  No  site  plan  special  permit  or  other 
special  permit  shall  be  required  for  such  facilities,  but  they  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Building  Commissioner  prior  to  installation. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  zoning  bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  20*         EXEMPTION  FROM  PARKING  LOT  DESIGN 
REQUIREMENTS 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Aclon  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

Delete  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  6.8  and  replace  with  the  following 
new  paragraph: 

Any  parking  lot  except  parking  lots  serving  a  single  or  two  FAMILY 
residential  USE  or  a  religious  USE,  and  parking  lots  for  up  to  1 5  parking 
spaces  serving  a  conservation  USE  shall  be  designed  in  compliance  with 
the  following  standards. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto, 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  thai  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  21*         HAMMERHEAD  LOTS 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vole  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

Delete  Section  5.3.4  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  a  new  Section  5.3.4 
as  follows: 

5J.4  Hammerhead  LOTS  —  In  the  Residential  Districts  Hammerhead 
LOTS  may  be  created  subject  to  the  following  requirements: 

5.3.4. 1  The  minimum  FRONTAGE  and  LOT  width  shall  be  50  feet; 
and 

5.3.4.2  The  minimum  LOT  area  shall  be  80,000  square  feet  in  the  R- 
2  District,  1 20,000 square  feet  in  the  R-4  District,  and  200,000 
square  feet  in  the  R-8/4,  R-8,  R-IO/8  and  R- 10  Districts:  and 

5.3.4.3  The  LOT  shall  contain  a  DWELLING  location  square  with  a 
minimum  side  of  150  feet  in  the  R-2  District,  175  feet  in  the 
R-4  District,  and  200  feet  in  the  R-8/4,  R-8,  R-10/8  and  R-10 
Districts.  The  DWELLING  shall  be  located  within  the 
DWELLING  location  square;  and 

5.3.4.4  No  DWELLING  shall  be  located  within  50  feet  of  any  LOT 
line;  and 

5.3.4.5  No  more  than  two  Hammerhead  LOTS  shall  have  contiguous 
FRONTAGE;  and 

5.3.4.6  A  plan  showing  a  Hammerhead  LOT  submitted  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board  for  endorsement  under  M.G.L.  Ch.  41  S.  81P  or 
81 U  shall  clearly  identify  the  LOT  as  a  Hammerhead  LOT  and 
bear  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  such  Hammerhead  LOT 
shall  not  be  further  divided  to  reduce  its  area  or  to  create 
additional  BUILDING  LOTS.  Further  such  plan  shall  show 
the  proposed  DWELLING  location  square. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  22*         NURSING  HOMES 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

In  the  Table  of  Principal  Uses,  change  Section  3.4.4  —  Nursing  Homes 
for  the  OP-1,  LI  and  GI  Districts  to  read  as  follows: 

OP-1  LI  GI 

3.4.4      Nursing  Homes  SPS  SPS  SPS 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  23  SIGNS  AND  ADVERTISING  DEVICES 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

Delete  Section  7  and  replace  with  new  Section  7  as  follows: 
SECTION  7 

SIGNS  AND  ADVERTISING  DEVICES 

7.1  Purpose 

Signs  are  a  necessary  means  of  communicating  information.  Generally, 
signs  are  intended  to  be  highly  visible.They  attract  attention  and  are  one 
of  the  most  visible  and  apparent  aspects  of  a  town's  character.They  tend 
to  produce  a  lasting  impression  on  residents  and  visitors  and  they  provide 
an  indication  of  the  commercial  health  of  a  business  area  and  a  town  as  a 
whole.  Simplicity  in  design  and  restrained  use  of  signs  are  necessary  to 
prevent  a  sign  overload  which  creates  clutter  and  is  as  confusing  as  no 
signs  at  all.  The  purposes  of  this  section  are: 

7.1.1  To  promote  the  safety  and  welfare  of  residents,  businesses  and 

visitors; 

7.1.2  To  enhance  the  safety  of  all  traffic  participants  by  encouraging 
simple  messages  and  by  preventing  sign  overload,  clutter  and 
confusion; 

7.1.3  To  encourage  the  effective  use  of  signs  as  a  means  of  commu- 
nication, information  and  advertisement; 

7. 1 .4  To  foster  free  and  effective  expression  and  advertising,  through 
creative  and  distinctive  design; 

7.1.5  To  maintain  and  enhance  the  aesthetics  of  the  bulk  environment 
and  the  character  of  the  Town; 

7. 1 .6  To  encourage  signs  which  by  their  location,  size  and  design  are 
in  harmony  and  compatible  with  the  surrounding  BUILDINGS 
and  environment; 

7. 1 .7  To  maintain  and  promote  economic  health  and  stability; 

7.1.8  To  further  the  general  purposes  of  this  Bylaw. 

7.2  Dennitions 

For  the  purposes  of  this  Section,  the  following  terms  shall  have  the 
following  meaning.  The  terms  defined  below  are  capitalized  in  the 
following  parts  of  this  Section  in  addition  to  the  terms  defined  in  Section 
I. 

7.2. 1  AWNING  SIGN  —  A  permanent  SIGN  which  is  affixed  to  or 

consists  of  a  permanent  or  retractable  awning  or  marquee 
permanently  mounted  to  the  exterior  surface  of  a  BUILDING. 

7.2.2  BILLBOARD  SIGN  —  A  SIGN  which  advertises  a  business, 
service,  product,  commodity,  entertainment  or  similar  object  or 
activity  which  is  conducted,  sold  or  offered  on  a  LOT  other  than 
the  LOT  on  which  the  SIGN  is  ERECTED. 

7.2.3  BUSINESS  CENTER  —  For  the  purpose  of  this  Section, 
BUSINESS  CENTER  shall  be  defined  as  a  business  develop- 
ment occupied  by  or  available  for  occupancy  to  at  least  two 
distinctly  separate  businesses  on  one  or  more  adjacent  LOTS 
sharing  common  facilities  such  as  driveways  and  parking  area.s. 

7.2.4  DISPLAY  AREA  —The  total  surface  area  of  a  SIGN,  including 
all  lettering,  wording,  designs,  symbols,  background  and  frame, 
but  not  including  any  support  structure  or  bracing  incidental  to 
the  SIGN.  The  DISPLAY  AREA  ofan  INDIVIDUAL  LETTER 
SIGN.  AWNING  SIGN  or  irregularly  shaped  SIGN  shall  be  the 
area  of  the  smallest  rectangle  into  which  the  letters,  designs  or 
symbols  will  fit.  Where  SIGN  faces  are  placed  back  to  back  and 
face  in  opposite  directions,  the  DISPLAY  AREA  shall  be 
defined  as  the  area  of  one  face  of  the  SIGN. 


7.2.5  ERECTING  —  Any  installing,  constructing,  reconstructing, 
replacing,  relocating,  re-lettering  except  as  specifically  pro- 
vided, extending,  altering,  or  otherwise  changing  of  a  SIGN,  but 
ERECTING  shall  not  include  repairing  or  maintaining  an  exist- 
ing SIGN  or  repainting  it  with  the  same  original  colors. 

7.2.6  EXTERIOR  SIGN  —  A  WALL  SIGN.  PROJECTING  SIGN  or 
AWNING  SIGN. 

7.2.7  FREESTANDING  SIGN  —  A  non-movable  SIGN  not  affixed 
to  any  BUILDING  but  constructed  in  a  permanently  fixed 
location  on  the  ground  with  its  own  support  structure,  including 
a  MONUMENT  SIGN,  and  displaying  a  SIGN  face  on  not  more 
than  two  sides. 

7.2.8  INDIVIDUAL  LETTER  SIGN  —  A  WALL  SIGN  consisting 
of  individuals  letters  mounted  to  a  BUILDING  surface  without 
any  background  or  frame. 

7.2.9  MONUMENT  SIGN  —  A  form  of  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN 
which  is  attached  to  and  in  contact  with  the  ground  over  the  full 
width  of  its  DISPLAY  AREA. 

7.2.10  NEON  SIGN  —  A  SIGN  which  features  exposed  glass  tubing 
filled  with  fluorescent  gas. 

7.2. 1 1  OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  —  For  the  purpose  of 
this  Section,  OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  shall  be 
defined  as  a  development  of  two  or  more  BUILDINGS  on  one 
or  more  adjacent  LOTS  totaling  at  least  50,000  square  feet  of 
NET  FLOOR  AREA  and  available  for  occupancy  by  users  of 
office  or  industrial  BUILDING  space. 

7.2.12  MOVABLE  SIGN  —  Any  SIGN  not  permanently  attached  to 
the  ground  or  to  a  BUILDING  or  permanent  STRUCTURE, 
which  is  designed  to  be  portable  such  as  an  A-frame,  H-frame 
or  T-frame  SIGN  placed  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  or 
temporarily  staked  into  the  ground. 

7.2. 1 3  PROJECTING  SIGN  —  A  SIGN  which  is  permanently  affixed 
to  the  exterior  surface  of  a  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  with 
the  DISPLAY  AREA  positioned  perpendicular  to  the  wall  to 
which  the  SIGN  is  mounted. 

7.2.14  ROOF  SIGN  —  A  SIGN  which  is  painted,  mounted  or  in  any 
way  projected  above  the  lowest  point  of  the  eaves  of  a  BUILD- 
ING or  STRUCTURE,  not  including  any  SIGN  defined  as  a 
WALL  SIGN  and  not  including  any  WALL  SIGN  mounted  on 
a  vertical  BUILDING  wall  located  above  the  eaves  of  any  lower 
portion  or  wing  of  a  BUILDING. 

7.2.15  SIGN  —  Any  symbol,  design  or  device  used  to  identify  or 
advertise  any  place,  business,  product,  activity,  service,  person, 
idea  or  statement. 

7.2.16  WALL  SIGN  —  A  SIGN  which  is  painted  or  otherwi.se 
permanently  to  a  vertical  exterior  surface  of  a  BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE  with  the  DISPLAY  AREA  positioned  parallel 
with  the  wall  to  which  the  SIGN  is  mounted,  and  including  such 
a  SIGN  affixed  to  a  parapet  or  to  the  lower  slope  of  a  gambrel 
or  mansard  roof. 

7.2.17  WINDOW  SIGN  —  A  SIGN,  picture,  symbol  or  message  that 
is  hung  behind  a  window,  drawn,  painted  or  etched  on  the 
window  pane  or  glass  or  otherwise  attached  in  or  on  a  window 
and  visible  from  the  exterior  of  the  window,  not  including  any 
part  of  a  customary  window  display  of  merchandise  or  other 
products. 

7J      SIGNS  Prohibited  in  All  Districts 

7.3.1  Any  SIGN  ERECTED  in  violation  of  this  Bylaw. 

7.3.2  BILLBOARD  SIGNS  unless  specifically  authorized  herein; 
and  SIGNS  on  utility  poles,  communication  towers,  water 
towers,  fences,  trees,  shrubs  or  other  natural  features,  except  for 
directional  SIGNS  listed  in  Section  7.5.3. 

7.3.3  Except  for  permitted  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  above  a  sidewalk,  any 
SIGN  ERECTED  within  or  above  a  public  way  or  affixed  to 
public  property  without  the  written  approval  from  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  or  its  designee.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  adopt 
and  from  time  to  lime  amend  policies  and  regulations  regarding 
such  SIGNS. 
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7.3.4  MOVABLE  SIGNS  except  as  specifically  provided  herein.. 
Any  SIGN  designed  to  be  transported  by  means  of  wheels,  and 
SIGNS  attached  to  or  painted  on  vehicles  parked  and  visible 
from  a  STREET  or  a  right  of  way  customarily  used  by  the 
general  public,  unless  said  vehicle  is  registered  and  used,  as  a 
vehicle,  in  the  normal  day-to-day  operations  of  the  business. 

73.5  ROOF  SIGNS;  and  any  other  SIGNS  on  a  LOT  which  in  any 
way  are  projected  above  a  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE. 

7.3.6  Except  as  .specifically  provided  herein,  any  SIGN  consisting  of 
or  containing  pennants;  ribbons;  streamers;  spinners;  balloons; 
strings  of  lights  not  associated  with  a  specific  religious  holiday; 
flags  other  than  those  identifying  a  nation,  .state,  city  or  town  or 
located  on  land  owned  by  the  Town  of  Acton;  revolving 
beacons;  searchlights;  animation. 

7.3.7  SIGNS  that  change  or  rearrange  characters  or  letters  or  illustra- 
tions, except  as  specifically  provided  herein;  or  flash,  rotate,  or 
make  noise;  or  sparkle,  twinkle  or  purposely  reflect  sunlight;  or 
move,  or  give  the  illusion  of  moving,  except  for  indicators  of 
time  and  temperature  or  barber  poles. 

7.3.8  Any  SIGN  ERECTED  in  a  side  or  rear  yard  required  under  this 
Bylaw  unless  such  SIGN  is  affixed  to  an  existing  BUILDING, 
or  unless  such  SIGN  is  a  directional  SIGN  listed  in  Section 
7.5.3. 

7.3.9  Any  SIGN  or  advertising  device  which  due  to  its  shape  or 
combination  and  arrangement  of  colors  and/or  words  resemble 
traffic  SIGNS  and  traffic  control  devices. 

7.3.10  Any  SIGN  which  in  any  way  creates  a  hazard  to  traffic  partici- 
pants, obscures  or  confuses  traffic  controls  or  blocks  safe  sight 
distance. 

7.3.1 1  Any  SIGN  which  in  any  way  obstructs  free  entrance  or  egress 
from  a  door,  window  or  fire  escape. 

7.3.12  Any  SIGN  advertising  or  identifying  a  business,  service,  prod- 
uct, commodity,  entertainment  or  similar  object  or  activity 
which  has  been  discontinued.  Such  SIGN  shall  be  removed 
promptly,  in  any  case  within  30  days  afternoticeby  the  Building 
Commissioner. 

General  Regulations  —  The  following  provisions  shall  apply  to 
SIGNS  in  all  Zoning  Districts. 

7.4.1  Design 

7.4.1.1  SIGNS  should  display  simple  and  clear  messages 
and  symbols  which  should  be  legible  by  pedestrians 
and  slow  moving  vehicles  within  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance. Except  as  otherwise  provided  hereunder,  a 
SIGN  shall  be  limited  to  not  more  than  the  display  of 
the  name  of  the  business  establishment,  one  symbol, 
logo  or  drawing,  and  one  feature  product  or  service 
provided  by  the  business. 

7.4.1.2  To  maintain  simplicity  and  clarity  of  SIGNS  no 
SIGN  shall  feature  more  than  3  different  colors 
including  trim,  framing,  supports  and  braces.  SIGN 
colors  should  harmonize  with  the  exterior  colors, 
including  trim,  of  the  BUILDING  to  which  the 
SIGN  is  attached.  In  the  case  of  a  FREESTANDING 
SIGN,  the  colors  on  such  SIGN  should  be  compat- 
ible with  the  colors  of  the  BUILDING  to  which  the 
SIGN  principally  relates.  The  letter  faces  of  an 
INDIVIDUAL  LETTER  SIGN  shall  be  kept  in  one 
single  color. 

7.4.1.3  In  addition  to  Section  7.4.1.2  above,  letters,  logos, 
symbols  and  drawings  on  a  SIGN  in  the  Village 
Districts  shall  be  kept  in  one  light  color  on  one  dark 
background  color,  with  an  optional  third  color  used 
sparingly  for  emphasis  and  trim  only. 


7.4.1.4  Lettering  on  a  SIGN  shall  be  limited  to  a  maximum 
of  two  different  type  styles.  The  lettering  and  the 
design  of  a  SIGN  should  complement  the  architec- 
ture of  the  BUILDING  to  which  the  SIGN  is  at- 
tached. In  the  case  of  a  FREE.STANDING  SIGN  its 
design  should  be  compatible  to  the  BUILDING  to 
which  the  SIGN  principally  relates. 

7.4.1.5  SIGNS  in  Village  Districts  should  generally  focus 
on  a  pedestrian  scale  and  orientation  and  also  be 
legible  from  slow  moving  vehicles. 

7.4.1 .6  In  the  Village  Districts  no  visible  portion  or  exterior 
surface  of  any  SIGN  shall  be  made  of  plastic,  other 
petroleum  based  products  or  sheet  metal. 

7.4.2  Construction  and  Maintenance 

SIGNS  shall  be  constructed  of  durable  and  weatherproof  mate- 
rials. They  shall  be  maintained  in  safe  structural  condition  and 
good  visual  appearance  at  all  times  and  no  SIGN  shall  be  left  in 
a  dangerous  or  defective  state.  All  electrical  equipment  associ- 
ated with  a  SIGN  shall  be  installed  and  maintained  in  accor- 
dance with  the  National  Electrical  Code.  The  Building  Commis- 
sioner shall  have  the  authority  to  inspect  any  SIGN  and  order  the 
owner  to  paint,  repair  or  remove  a  SIGN  which  constitutes  a 
hazard,  or  a  nuisance  due  to  improper  or  illegal  installation 
dilapidation,  obsolescence  or  inadequate  maintenance. 

7.4.3  Illumination 

7.4.3.1  No  SIGN  shall  be  illuminated  longer  than  30  min- 
utes before  opening  or  after  closing  of  any  store  or 
business. 

7.4.3.2  No  SIGN  shall  incorporate  or  be  lighted  by  Hashing 
or  blinking  lights,  or  by  lights  changing  in  intensity. 

7.4.3.3  Except  as  otherwise  provided  herein,  illumination 
for  any  SIGN  shall  be  provided  through  an  external 
light  source  which  shall  be  stationary,  and  concealed 
or  hidden  so  that  it  is  invisible  from  any  abutting 
property  and  practically  invisible  to  the  casual  pass- 
erby on  or  outside  the  LOT.  Such  light  source  shall 
be  directed  primarily  onto  the  SIGN  and  maintained 
at  a  sufficiently  low  intensity  and  brightness  to  avoid 
glare.  In  no  case  shall  the  illumination  of  a  SIGN 
cause  blinding  or  otherwise  obstruct  the  safe  vision 
of  any  traffic  participant  anywhere.  SIGN  illumina- 
tion through  an  external  source  shall  always  be 
white  or  off-white. 

7.4.3.4  The  following  types  of  SIGNS  with  internal  or 
quasi-internal  illumination  shall  be  permitted,  pro- 
vided that  they  comply  with  all  applicable  standards 
of  the  previous  section: 

a)  NEON  SIGNS,  subject  to  Section  7.12.1.7. 

b)  Opaque  INDIVIDUAL  LETTER  SIGNS  or 
symbols,  back-lit  with  a  while  and  concealed 
light  .source,  thereby  creating  an  effect  by 
which  the  letters  or  symbols  are  silhouetted 
against  a  wall  illuminated  by  said  light  source. 

c)  SIGNS  featuring  individual  letters  or  symbols 
which  are  cut  out  from  an  opaque  facing  and 
back-lit  with  a  white  and  concealed  light 
source,  thereby  creating  an  effect  by  which  the 
facing,  from  which  the  letters  or  symbols  are 
cut  out,  is  silhouetted  against  a  wall  illumi- 
nated by  said  light  source. 

d)  Back-lit  AWNING  SIGNS  with  the  light 
source  internal  orconcealed  from  public  view. 
Such  SIGNS  shall  not  be  permitted  in  a  Village 
District. 

e)  INDIVIDUAL  LETTER  SIGNS  with  translu- 
cent letter  faces,  internally  illuminated  with  a 
soft-glow  light  source;  or  SIGNS  with  an 
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opaque  SIGN  face  with  cutout  translucent 
letter  surfaces  which  are  internally  illumi- 
nated with  a  soft-glow  light  source.  Such 
SIGNS  shall  not  be  permitted  in  a  Village 
District. 

7.4.3.5  In  the  Village  Districts.  PROJECTING  SIGNS  and 
AWNING  SIGNS  shall  not  be  illuminated,  WALL 
SIGNS  shall  not  be  illuminated  except  as  described 
in  Sections  7.4.3.4  b)  or  c).  and  FREESTANDING 
SIGNS  shall  not  be  illuminated  except  as  described 
in  Sections  7.4.3.4  b)  or  c)  or  from  an  external  light 
source. 

7.4.3.6  The  DISPLAY  AREA  of  an  illuminated  SIGN  shall 
not  exceed  an  average  illuminance  of  50  footcandles 
measured  directly  on  the  surface  of  the  SIGN. 

7.4.3.7  Light  fixtures  including  bulbs  or  tubes  used  for 
SIGN  illumination  should  be  selected  and  posi- 
tioned to  achieve  the  desired  brightness  of  the  SIGN 
with  the  minimum  possible  wattage  while  ensuring 
compliance  with  all  applicable  requirements  of  this 
Bylaw.  Where  possible,  the  fixtures  used  for  SIGN 
illumination  should  classify  as  "energy  efficient",  as 
defined  by  the  power  utility  company  serving  the 
LOT. 

7.4.4  Re-lettering 

The  re-lettering  of  a  SIGN  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  ERECT- 
ING of  a  SIGN  as  defined  in  Section  7.2.5,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  following  SIGNS  and  under  the  following  conditions: 

7.4.4. 1  Any  SIGN  listed  under  Section  7.5. 

7.4.4.2  Indicators  of  time  and  temperature. 

7.4.4.3  The  listing  of  current  shows  on  SIGNS  associated 
with  a  cinema  or  theater. 

7.4.4.4  The  names  of  individual  businesses  located  on  a 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  which  identifies  a  BUSI- 
NESS CENTER,  and  which  is  ERECTED  in  con- 
formance with  Sections  7.8.5.2  or  7.8.6.3. 

7.4.5  Other  Regulations 

7.4.5. 1  A  combination  of  not  more  than  two  of  the  following 
types  of  SIGNS  shall  be  permitted  on  the  same  LOT 
or,  in  the  case  of  a  BUSINESS  CENTER,  within  the 
same  BUSINESS  CENTER:  WALL  SIGN,  PRO- 
JECTING SIGN,  AWNING  SIGN,  and  FREE- 
STANDING SIGN;  not  including  any  SIGN  which 
does  not  require  a  SIGN  Permit  as  listed  in  Section 
7.5  or  an  off-premises  directional  SIGN  permitted 
under  Section  7.9  or  a  special  event  SIGN  permitted 
under  Section  7.10. 

7.4.5.2  The  height,  width  and  thickness  of  a  SIGN  shall  be 
determined  as  the  maximum  vertical  and  horizontal 
dimensions  of  a  SIGN  including  all  support  struc- 
tures and  bracing. 

SIGNS  Which  Do  Not  Require  a  SIGN  Permit 

The  following  SIGNS  do  not  require  a  SIGN  Permit  or  Special  Permit, 
nevertheless  such  SIGNS  shall  comply  with  Sections  7.3  and  7.4  above 
unless  specifically  provided  otherwise  in  this  section.  No  such  SIGN 
shall  be  ERECTED  within  5  feet  of  the  sideline  of  a  STREET  or  any  other 
right  of  way  customarily  used  by  the  general  public,  unless  such  SIGN  is 
a  traffic  SIGN,  landmark  SIGN  or  an  EXTERIOR  SIGN. 

7.5. 1  Agricultural  SIGNS  —  A  SIGN  associated  with  an  agricultural 
USE  as  referenced  in  Section  3  of  M.G.L..  Ch.  40A,  offering  for 
sale  produce  and  other  farm  products,  provided  that  such  a 


SIGN  indicates  only  the  name  and  price  of  farm  products  which 
are  for  sale  at  the  time  the  SIGN  is  displayed.  The  maximum 
DISPLAY  AREA  of  such  SIGN  shall  be  10  square  feet.  Such 
SIGN  may  be  a  MOVABLE  SIGN. 

7.5.2  Construction  SIGNS  —  One  SIGN  on  the  LOT  of  anew  project 
identifying  the  proposed  BUILDING,  the  owner  or  intended 
occupant  and  the  contractor,  architect  and  engineers.  Its  DIS- 
PLAY AREA  shall  not  toexceed  8  square  feet  in  the  Residential 
and  Village  Districts,  nor  20  square  feet  in  any  other  District. 
Such  SIGNS  shall  not  be  illuminated  and  shall  not  be 
ERECTED  prior  to  the  issuance  of  a  building  permit,  and  it  shall 
be  removed  upon  completion  of  the  construction  or  prior  to 
issuance  of  the  occupancy  permit,  whichever  occurs  sooner. 

7.5.3  Directional  SIGNS  —  Unless  otherwi.se  specified  herein,  a 
directional  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  wherever 
appropriate  and  functional  to  serve  its  specific  purpose  and 
where  it  is  not  in  violation  of  Section  7.3.  A  directional  SIGN 
may  be  a  SIGN  necessary  for  the  safety  and  direction  of  | 
vehicular  and  pedestrian  traffic:  a  SIGN  identifying  handi- 
capped parking  and  access;  a  SIGN  giving  direction  to  a  public 
service  facility  or  accommodation;  an  official  inspection  station 
SIGN;  a  SIGN  displaying  a  STREET  name  or  number  or  a 
house,  block,  unit  or  BUILDING  number;  a  SIGN  required  for 
occupational  safety  and  health  reasons;  a  SIGN  posted  to 
prohibit  trespassing,  hunting,  or  certain  other  activities  on 
private  property;  or  any  other  SIGN  providing  essential  direc- 
tion or  guidance.  Except  as  may  otherwise  be  required  by  local, 
state  or  federal  regulations,  the  DISPLAY  AREA  of  a  direc- 
tional SIGN  shall  not  exceed  two  square  feet  and  no  directional 
SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  more  than  six  feel  above  the  ground 
level  if  mounted  on  a  wall  of  a  STRUCTURE  or  more  than  four 
feet  above  the  ground  if  freestanding.  Directional  SIGNS  shall 
not  be  illuminated,  nor  advertise,  identify  or  promote  any 
business,  business  .service,  product,  commodity,  entertainment 
or  similar  object  or  activity. 

7.5.4  Directory  SIGNS  —  One  directory  SIGN  listing  the  name  and 
location  of  the  occupants  of  a  BUILDING  may  be  ERECTED 
on  the  exterior  wall  of  a  BUILDING  at  each  entrance  or  at  one 
other  appropriate  location  on  the  wall  of  a  BUILDING,  pro- 
vided that  ( 1 )  in  the  Business,  Industrial  and  Office  Districts  the 
DISPLAY  AREA  shall  not  exceed  one  square  foot  for  each 
occupant  identified  on  the  directory  SIGN,  nor  more  than  a  total 
of  12  square  feet,  and  (2)  in  any  other  Zoning  District  the 
DISPLAY  AREA  shall  not  exceed  one  half  square  foot  for  each 
occupant  identified  on  the  directory  SIGN,  nor  more  than  a  total 
of  6  square  feet.  Such  SIGNS  shall  not  be  illuminated. 

7.5.5  Fuel  Pump  SIGNS  —  Fuel  pump  SIGNS  located  on  service 
station  fuel  pumps  identifying  the  name  or  type  of  fuel  and  price 
thereof. 

7.5.6  Governmental  SIGNS  —  SIGNS,  including  MOVABLE 
SIGNS,  ERECTED  and  maintained  by  the  Town  of  Acton,  the 
Water  Supply  District  of  Acton,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, or  the  Federal  Government  on  any  land,  BUILDING 
or  STRUCTURE  in  use  by  such  governmental  entity,  any  other 
signs  erected  by  such  govemmenial  entity  at  any  location 
required  for  public  or  environmental  health,  safety  or  notifica- 
tion purposes,  or  announcing  the  dale,  lime  and  place  of  elec- 
tions or  town  meeting. 

7.5.7  Identification  SIGNS  —  For  single  and  two  FAMILY  residen- 
tial USES  in  any  Zoning  District,  one  SIGN  on  a  LOT  identify- 
ing the  occupants  of  the  DWELLING,  an  authorized  home 
occupation  and/or  any  other  USE  which  is  conducted  on  the 
LOT  and  is  permitted  in  a  Residential  District.  In  a  Residential 
District,  one  SIGN  on  a  LOT  identifying  a  non-conforming 
USE.  All  such  SIGNS  shall  not  exceed  two  square  feet  of 
DISPLAY  AREA  and  shall  not  be  illuminated,  except  when 
coincidental  to  the  illumination  of  a  BUILDING,  driveway  or 
similar  feature. 
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7.5.8  Landmark  SIGNS  —  Any  SIGN  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  be  of  particular  artistic  or  historic  merit  that  is 
unic|iie  or  extraordinarily  significant  to  the  Town  and  its  resi- 
dents. Such  a  SIGN  may  be  new  or  old,  it  may  or  may  not  comply 
with  this  Bylaw,  it  may  be  a  picture,  mural,  statue,  sculpture  or 
other  form  of  artistic  expression,  it  may  warrant  preservation  in 
its  original  form  or  may  be  in  need  of  restoration,  or  it  may  be 
a  marker  to  identify  or  commemorate  a  particular  significant 
location,  a  historic  event  or  person,  or  a  natural  feature. 

7.5.9  Menu  SIGNS  —  One  menu  SIGN  per  restaurant,  affixed  to  the 
exterior  wall  of  a  restaurant  with  a  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA 
of  2  square  feet. 

7.5.10  Multifamily  Dwelling  SIGNS  —  A  SIGN  identifying  (he  name 
of  a  multifamily  residential  dwelling,  not  exceeding  6  square 
feet  in  DISPLAY  AREA.  If  freestanding  its  height  shall  not 
exceed  4  feel  above  ground  level  and  if  mounted  to  the  exterior 
wall  of  a  BUILDING  no  portion  thereof  shall  be  higher  than  6 
feet  from  the  ground. 

7.5.11  Political  SIGNS  —  In  addition  to  WINDOW  SIGNS,  one  SIGN 
may  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  displaying  a  political  message. 
Such  a  SIGN  shall  be  stationary  and  shall  not  be  illuminated.  Its 
height  shall  not  exceed  4  feet  and  its  DISPLAY  AREA  shall  not 
exceed  6  square  feet.  SIGNS  as.sociated  with  a  political  event 
such  as  elections,  primaries,  balloting,  or  voter  registration  shall 
not  be  ERECTED  earlier  than  25  days  prior  to  such  event  and 
shall  be  removed  within  5  days  after  the  event.  SIGNS  not 
associated  with  a  particular  political  event  shall  be  ERECTED 
for  a  period  of  no  longer  than  30  days,  or  if  ERECTED  for  a 
longer  duration  shall  not  exceed  2  square  feet  in  DISPLAY 
AREA.  Such  SIGN  may  be  a  MOVABLE  SIGN. 

7.5.12  Religious  SIGNS  ~  SIGNS  identifying  a  religious  USE  and 
ERECTED  on  the  same  LOT  as  the  religious  USE.  Such  SIGNS 
shall  not  be  illuminated  and  shall  be  limited  to  one  WALL  SIGN 
with  a  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  of  12  square  feet,  and  one 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  with  a  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA 
of  8  square  feet  and  a  maximum  height  of  5  feet. 

7.5.13  Sale,  Rent  or  Lea.se  S IGNS  —  A  For  Sale.  Rent  or  Lease  SIGNS 
shall  not  require  a  SIGN  permit  provided  that  its  DISPLAY 
AREA  does  not  exceed  20  square  feet  for  property  located  in  a 
Business,  Office  or  Industrial  Zoning  District  and  8  square  feet 
for  property  located  in  any  other  district.  In  a  Residential 
District,  one  For  Sale,  Rent  or  Lease  SIGN  shall  be  allowed  per 
LOT,  and  one  such  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  for  each  business 
or  establishment  in  any  other  Zoning  District.  Such  a  SIGN  shall 
not  be  illuminated.  Such  SIGN  may  be  a  MOVABLE  SIGN  and 
it  shall  be  removed  immediately  following  the  closing  of  a  sale, 
lease  or  rental  agreement. 

7.5.14  Traffic  SIGNS  —  Standard  traffic  SIGNS  and  control  devices. 

7.5.1 5  WINDOW  SIGNS  —  WINDOW  SIGNS,  other  than  a  NEON 
SIGN,  in  the  Business,  Village,  Industrial  and  Office  Districts 
shall  not  require  a  SIGN  Permit  provided  that  their  aggregate 
DISPLAY  AREA  covers  no  more  than  25  percent  of  the 
window  in  which  they  are  ERECTED.  Such  SIGN  shall  not  be 
illuminated.  WINDOW  SIGNS  promoting  a  public  service  or 
charitable  event  shall  not  be  calculated  in  the  allowable  25 
percent. 

7.5.16  Yard  sale  or  garage  sale  SIGNS  —  One  SIGN,  which  may  be  a 
MOVABLE  SIGN,  on  the  LOT  where  the  sale  occurs,  display- 
ing only  the  words  "Yard  Sale"  or  "Garage  Sale"  together  with 
the  date  of  the  event.  Such  SIGN  shall  not  exceed  6  square  feet 
in  DISPLAY  AREA  and  shall  not  be  illuminated.  Such  SIGN 
shall  not  be  ERECTED  sooner  than  3  days  before  the  sale  and 
it  shall  be  removed  not  later  than  1  day  after  the  sale.  In  no  case 
shall  such  a  SIGN  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  for  more  than  5  days 
per  calendar  year. 

SIGN  Permits 

Any  SIGN  permitted  under  the  following  Sections  7.7  through  7.12  .shall 
require  a  SIGN  Permit  from  the  Building  Commissioner  and  no  such 
SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  except  in  conformity  with  such  a  SIGN  Permit 
and  in  the  exact  location  and  manner  described  in  the  SIGN  Permit. 


7.6.1  Application  ~  All  applications  for  SIGNS  requiring  a  SIGN 
Permit  shall  be  made  to  the  Building  Commissioner  in  such 
form  as  he  may  require,  and  such  applications  shall  include  at 
least:  I)  the  location,  by  STREET  number,  of  the  proposed 
SIGN;  2)  the  name  and  address  of  the  SIGN  owner  and  the 
owner  of  the  LOT  where  the  SIGN  is  to  be  ERECTED,  if  other 
than  the  SIGN  owner;  3)  a  scale  drawing  showing  the  proposed 
construction,  method  of  installation  or  support,  colors,  display, 
dimensions,  location  of  the  SIGN  on  the  site,  and  method  of 
illumination;  4)  such  other  pertinent  information  as  the  Building 
Commissioner  may  require  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Bylaw  and  any  other  applicable  law;  and  5)  the  application  must 
be  signed  by  the  owner  of  the  SIGN  and  the  owner  of  the  LOT 
where  the  SIGN  is  to  be  ERECTED.  The  Building  Commis- 
sioner shall  have  the  authority  to  reject  any  SIGN  Permit 
application  which  is  not  complete  when  submitted, 

7.6.2  Time  Limitations  —  The  Building  Commissioner  shall  approve 
or  disapprove  any  application  fora  SIGN  Permit  within  60  days 
of  receipt  of  the  application.  If  the  Building  Commissioner 
should  fail  to  approve  or  disapprove  an  application  for  a  SIGN 
Permit  within  such  60  day  period,  the  application  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  approved. 

7.6.3  Fees  —  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  establish  and  from  time 
to  time  review  a  SIGN  Permit  fee  which  shall  be  published  as 
part  of  a  SIGN  Permit  application  form. 

7.7      EXTERIOR  SIGNS 

Any  PRINCIPAL  USE  permitted  in  a  Business,  Industrial,  Office  or 
Village  District  may  ERECT  an  EXTERIOR  SIGN  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing: 

7.7.1  Except  as  may  otherwise  be  provided,  one  EXTERIOR  SIGN 
shall  be  permitted  for  each  PRINCIPAL  USE.  Such  EXTE- 
RIOR SIGN  may  be  a  WALL  SIGN,  a  PROJECTING  SIGN  or 
an  AWNING  SIGN. 

7.7.2  Except  as  specifically  provided  for  certain  WALL  SIGNS,  an 
EXTERIOR  SIGN  may  only  be  ERECTED  on  the  exterior  wall 
of  the  ground  fioor  and  up  to  I  foot  below  the  level  of  the  bottom 
sills  of  the  windows  of  the  story  above  the  ground  fioor  of  a 
BUILDING. 

7.7.3  An  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  not  obscure  or  cover  architectural 
features  such  as  but  not  li  miled  to  arches,  sills,  eaves  moldings, 
cornices,  transoms,  lintels  and  windows.  An  EXTERIOR  SIGN 
shall  not  be  ERECTED  within  6  inches  from  any  such  architec- 
tural features,  and  it  shall  not  be  ERECTED  within  6  inches  of 
any  horizontal  edge  of  a  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  nor 
extend  beyond  such  horizontal  edge. 

7.7.4  WALL  SIGNS  —  A  WALL  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED  on  a 
BUILDING,  or  on  an  arcade  STRUCTURE  attached  to  the 
ground  fioor  of  a  BUILDING,  or  on  a  permanent  canopy 
STRUCTURE  associated  with  a  motor  vehicle  service  station 
or  a  bank  drive-up  window. 

7.7.4. 1  The  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  of  a  WALL  SIGN 
affixed  to  the  exterior  wall  of  a  BUILDING  in 
conformance  with  Section  7.7.2,  or  to  an  arcade, 
canopy,  parapet,  or  gambrel  or  mansard  roof,  shall 
not  exceed  I  square  foot  for  each  lineal  foot  of 
wall(*).  ((*)  The  wall  front  or  store  front  occupied 
by  a  business,  or  the  width  of  the  canopy  side  to 
which  the  SIGN  is  attached. ) 

7.7.4.2  The  height  of  a  WALL  SIGN  shall  not  exceed  3  feet 
in  the  Business.  Industrial  and  Office  Districts,  and 
2  feet  in  the  Village  Districts. 

7.7.4.3  The  maximum  width  of  a  WALL  SIGN  affixed  to 
the  exterior  wall  of  a  BUILDING  in  conformance 
with  Section  7.7.2,  or  to  an  arcade,  canopy,  parapet, 
or  gambrel  or  mansard  roof,  shall  not  exceed  1  foot 
for  each  2  lineal  feet  of  wall(*;  up  to  30  feet  in  the 
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Business.  Industrial  and  Office  Districts,  and  1  foot 
for  each  3  lineal  feet  of  wall(*)  up  to  20  feet  in  the 
Village  Districts.  {(*)  The  wall  front  or  store  front 
occupied  by  a  business,  or  the  width  of  the  canopy 
side  to  which  the  SIGN  is  attached.)) 

7.7.4.4  A  business  occupying  a  floor  other  than  the  first 
floor  of  a  BUILDING  may  ERECT  a  WALL  SIGN 
at  a  BUILDING  elevation  higher  than  the  one  per- 
mitted in  Section  7.7.2.  provided  that  the  maximum 
width  shall  not  exceed  8  feet  in  the  Business,  Indus- 
trial and  Office  Districts,  and  6  feet  in  the  Village 
Districts. 

7.7.4.5  A  WALL  SIGN  may  be  affixed  to  a  parapet  or  to  a 
gambrel  or  mansard  roof  of  a  single  story  BUILD- 
ING. In  addition  to  any  other  applicable  require- 
ments, such  a  WALL  SIGN  shall  maintain  a  mini- 
mum distance  of  1  foot  from  the  top  of  the  parapet  or 
from  the  top  of  the  lower  slope  of  the  gambrel  or 
mansard  roof 

7.7.4.6  A  WALL  SIGN  shall  not  project  more  than  I  foot 
from  the  surface  to  which  it  is  attached. 

7.7.4.7  A  WALL  SIGNS  shall  not  be  ERECTED  within  2 
feet  from  the  vertical  edge  of  the  BUILDING,  ar- 
cade or  canopy  surface  to  which  it  is  attached  nor 
extend  beyond  such  vertical  edge. 

7.7.4.8  A  WALL  SIGN  shall  be  affixed  to  a  more  or  less  flat 
exterior  surface  in  a  location  where  the  symmetry  of 
the  B  UILDING ,  arcade  or  canopy  and  their  features 
will  be  maintained. 

7.7.5  PROJECTING  SIGNS  —  A  PROJECTING  SIGN  may  be 
ERECTED  on  a  BUILDING  provided  that  the  DISPLAY 
AREA  shall  not  exceed 

1 2  square  feet  in  the  Business,  Industrial  and  Office  Districts, 
and 

6  square  feet  in  the  Village  Districts. 

The  thickness  between  the  SIGN  faces  shall  not  exceed  1  foot.  A 
PROJECTING  SIGN  shall  not  project  more  than  3  feet  from  the  face  of 
the  wall  and  shall  maintain  a  minimum  clearance  of  8  feet  above  a 
walkway  or  sidewalk. 

7.7.6  AWNING  SIGNS  —  An  AWNING  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED 
on  a  BUILDING.  Such  AWNING  SIGN  may  consist  of  letters 
or  symbols  affixed  to  an  awning  in  a  parallel,  perpendicular  and/ 
or  convex  position  to  the  wall  onto  which  the  awning  is 
mounted,  except  that  in  the  Village  Districts  the  convex  position 
of  letters  lo  the  wall  shall  not  be  permitted.  Letters  and  symbols 
on  an  AWNING  SIGN  shall  be  flush  with  the  surface  of  the 
awning.  The  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  of  an  AWNING 
SIGN  shall  be  12  square  feet  for  surfaces  positioned  parallel  or 
convex  to  the  BUILDING  wall,  and  6  square  feet  for  surfaces 
positioned  perpendicular  to  the  BUILDING  wall.  If  the  AW- 
NING SIGN  is  ERECTED  on  an  awning  manufactured  with 
canvass  on  a  frame  that  is  retractable  lo  the  wall,  one  additional 
EXTERIOR  SIGN,  which  may  be  a  WALL  SIGN  or  a  PRO- 
JECTING SIGN,  shall  be  permitted  on  the  BUILDING  for  the 
same  business  USE.  An  AWNING  SIGN  shall  not  project  more 
than  3  feet  from  the  wall  and  shall  maintain  a  minimum 
clearance  of  8  feet  above  a  walkway  or  sidewalk.  Where  an 
AWNING  SIGN  is  ERECTED  on  the  wall  of  a  BUILDING,  all 
other  aw  nings  without  a  SIGN  located  on  the  same  BUILDING 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  dimensional  requirements  as  the 
AWNING  SIGN. 

7.7.7  Secondary  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  —  If  a  busine.ss  has  a  direct 
entrance  into  the  business  in  a  wall  other  than  the  front  wall, 
there  may  be  a  secondary  WALL  SIGN,  PROJECTING  SIGN 
or  AWNING  SIGN  affixed  to  such  wall  at  such  entrance;  and  if 


the  business  has  a  wall  other  than  the  front  wall  without  a  direct 
entrance  to  the  business  that  faces  upon  a  STREET  or  parking 
area,  there  may  be  a  secondary  WALL  SIGN  affixed  to  such 
wall;  provided,  however,  that  no  business  shall  have  more  than 
two  secondary  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  in  any  event.  The  DIS- 
PLAY AREA  of  any  secondary  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  not 
exceed  6  square  feet. 
7.7.8  One  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  for  a  BUSINESS 
CENTER  in  addition  to  any  other  permitted  EXTERIOR 
SIGNS.  Such  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  conform  to  the  dimen- 
sional requirements  for  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  and  identify  only 
the  BUSINESS  CENTER.  If  such  EXTERIOR  SIGN  is 
ERECTED  in  a  Village  Districts,  no  FREESTANDING  SIGN 
shall  be  permitted  on  the  same  LOT,  nor  within  the  same 
BUSINESS  CENTER. 

7.8      FREESTANDING  SIGNS 

Any  PRINCIPAL  USE  permitted  in  a  Business,  Industrial,  Office  or 
Village  District  may  ERECT  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifying  a 
business  or  a  BUSINESS  CENTER,  subject  to  the  following; 

7.8.1  One  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  on  a  LOT 
identifying  a  business  located  on  the  same  LOT;  and  one 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  for  a  BUSINESS 
CENTER  displaying  an  identification  of  the  BUSINESS  CEN- 
TER provided  no  other  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  per- 
mitted within  such  BUSINESS  CENTER,  and  provided  further 
that  in  a  Village  District  no  other  FREESTANDING  or  EXTE- 
RIOR SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  to  identify  the  BUSINESS 
CENTER. 

7.8.2  No  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  within  5  feet 
of  the  sideline  of  a  STREET  or  any  right  of  way  customarily 
used  by  the  general  public,  or  within  such  greater  distance  that 
is  equal  to  the  height  of  the  FREESTANDING  SIGN,  and  no 
portion  of  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  located  within  the 
airspace  above  any  such  minimum  required  distance. 

7.8.3  A  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  integrated  into  the  land- 
scape design  of  the  LOT  or  parcel.  It  shall  be  centered  within  a 
landscaped  area  located  on  the  LOT  or  parcel  with  a  minimum 
area  in  square  feet  to  be  equal  to  the  overall  height  of  the  SIGN 
multiplied  by  two,  by  the  power  of  two.  (Example  —  SIGN 
height  =  6  feet;  6  ft.  x  2  ft.  =  12  ft.;  12  ft.  x  I2ft.  =  144  sq.ft.  = 
minimum  landscaped  area).  Such  landscaped  area  shall  be 
planted  and  maintained  with  suitable  vegetation  including 
shrubs  and  flowering  perennials  surrounding  the  base  of  the 
FREESTANDING  SIGN.  The  landscaped  area  required  under 
this  section  may  be  provided  as  part  of  a  landscaped  area 
required  under  any  other  section  of  this  Bylaw. 

7.8.4  If  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  is  a  MONUMENT  SIGN  where 
the  exterior  surface  of  the  support  structure  consists  of  masonry 
material  which  remains  in  its  natural  color  other  than  plain  gray 
concrete,  the  area  below  the  lowest  portion  of  any  letter,  symbol 
or  illustration  consisting  of  such  masonry  surface  shall  not  be 
counted  as  DISPLAY  AREA. 

7.8.5  The  following  standards  shall  apply  to  FREESTANDING 
SIGNS  in  the  Business.  Industrial  and  Office  Districts; 

7.8.5. 1  Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a  busi- 
ness, such  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  be  permit- 
ted in  addition  to  any  EXTERIOR  SIGN  permitted 
on  the  same  LOT.  The  DISPLAY  AREA  of  the 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  not  exceed  1 2  square 
feet  and  the  height  shall  not  exceed  7  feet.  If  such  a 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  is  a  MONUMENT  SIGN, 
its  DISPLAY  AREA  may  be  increased  to  16  square 
feel,  provided  however  that  the  height  of  a  MONU- 
MENT SIGN  shall  not  exceed  4  feet,  or  6  feet  if  its 
width  does  not  exceed  3  feet.  Where  the  FREE- 
STANDING SIGN  identifies  a  motor  vehicle  ser- 
vice station  the  maximum  permitted  DISPLAY 
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AREA  may  be  increased  to  24  square  feet  if  the 
additionally  permitted  DISPLAY  AREA  is  used 
solely  for  the  posting  of  current  prices  of  fuel  and 
gasoline. 

7.8.5.2  Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a 
BUSINESS  CENTER,  each  business  located  within 
such  BUSINESS  CENTER  may  either  ERECT  one 
additional  EXTERIOR  SIGN,  or  may  display  its 
identification  on  the  FREESTANDING  SIGN  to- 
gether with  the  identification  of  the  BUSINESS 
CENTER,  provided  that  such  FREESTANDING 
SIGN  remains  of  integrated  and  coherent  design  and 
complies  with  all  applicable  standards.  The  DIS- 
PLAY AREA  of  such  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN 
shall  not  exceed  20  square  feet  plus  an  additional  2 
square  feet  per  business  name  displayed,  up  to  a 
maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  of  24  square  feet,  and 
its  height  shall  not  exceed  10  feet.  If  a  FREE- 
STANDING SIGN  under  this  provision  is  a 
MONUMENT  SIGN,  its  DISPLAY  AREA  may  be 
increased  to  24  square  feet  plus  an  additional  2 
.square  feet  per  business  name  displayed,  up  to  a 
maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  of  30  square  feet.  The 
height  of  such  MONUMENT  SIGN  shall  not  exceed 
6  feet,  or  8  feet  if  its  width  does  not  exceed  4  feet. 

7.8.6      The  following  standards  shall  apply  to  FREESTANDING 
SIGNS  in  the  Village  Districts: 

7.8.6.1  One  FREESTANDING  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED 
on  a  LOT  provided  that  no  BUILDING  on  the  LOT 
is  located  within  30  feet  of  the  LOT  line  nearest 
which  the  FREESTANDING  SIGN  is  ERECTED. 

7.8.6.2  Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a  busi- 
ness, no  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  on 
the  same  LOT.  The  DISPLAY  AREA  of  such  a 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  not  exceed  8  square 
feet  and  the  height  shall  not  exceed  5  feet.  If  such  a 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  is  a  MONUMENT  SIGN, 
its  DISPLAY  AREA  may  be  increased  to  12  square 
feet,  provided  however  that  the  height  shall  not 
exceed  4  feet,  or  5  feet  if  its  width  does  not  exceed 
3  feet.  Where  the  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identi- 
fies a  motor  vehicle  service  station,  the  maximum 
permitted  DISPLAY  AREA  maybe  increased  to  16 
square  feet  if  the  additionally  permitted  DISPLAY 
AREA  is  used  solely  for  the  posting  of  current  prices 
of  fuel  and  gasoline. 

7.8.6.3  Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a 
BUSINESS  CENTER,  each  business  located  within 
such  BUSINESS  CENTER  may  either  ERECT  one 
additional  WALL  SIGN,  or  may  display  its  identifi- 
cation on  the  FREESTANDING  SIGN  together 
with  the  identification  of  the  BUSINESS  CENTER, 
provided  that  such  FREESTANDING  SIGN  re- 
mains of  integrated  and  coherent  design  and  com- 
plies with  all  applicable  standards.  The  DISPLAY 
AREA  of  such  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  shall  not 
exceed  8  square  feet  plus  an  additional  2  square  feet 
per  business  name  displayed,  up  to  a  maximum 
DISPLAY  AREA  of  12  square  feet,  and  its  height 
shall  notexceed6feet.lfa  FREESTANDING  SIGN 
under  this  provision  is  a  MONUMENT  SIGN,  its 
DISPLAY  AREA  may  be  increased  to  12  square 
feet  plus  an  additional  2  square  feet  per  business 
name  displayed,  up  to  a  maximum  DISPLAY 
AREA  of  20  square  feet.  The  height  of  such  MONU- 
MENT SIGN  shall  not  exceed  4  feet,  or  6  feet  if  its 


width  does  not  exceed  3  feet. 
7.8.7      One  FREESTANDING  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  or 
parcel  located  in  the  Business,  Industrial  or  Office  District 
identifying  an  OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  which 
may  be  located  on  more  than  one  LOT,  subject  to  the  following: 

7.8.7.1  Only  one  such  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  for  each 
OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK. 

7.8.7.2  Such  freestanding  sign  shall  only  identify  the  OF- 
FICE park  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  applicable  to  FREE- 
STANDING SIGNS  idenfifying  a  BUSINESS 
CENTER  as  they  apply  to  the  particular  location  in 
which  the  SIGN  is  erected.  However,  any  DIS- 
PLAY AREA  specifically  provided  to  accommo- 
date the  listing  of  individual  businesses  shall  not  be 
included  in  calculating  the  maximum  DISPLAY 
AREA  hereunder  and  nodisplay  of  individual  estab- 
lishments within  an  OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUS- 
TRIAL PARK  shall  be  permitted  on  a  FREE- 
STANDING SIGN  hereunder. 

7.8.7.3  Such  FREESTANDING  SIGN  may  be  permitted  in 
addition  to  any  permitted  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  on 
the  same  LOT  but  no  other  FREESTANDING 
SIGN  shall  be  permitted  on  the  same  LOT  or  parcel. 

7.8.7.4  Such  SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  or  parcel 
which  is  cleariy  a  part  of  the  BUSINESS  CENTER, 
OFFICE  PARK  or  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  which  it 
identifies. 

7.9  OFF-PREMISES  DIRECTIONAL  SIGNS 

One  off-premises  directional  SIGN  shall  be  permitted  on  a  LOT  assisting 
motorists  in  finding  businesses,  other  than  home  occupations,  not  located 
on  the  same  LOT,  provided  that  such  SIGN  identifies  only  the  name(s)  of 
such  businesses  which  are  located  on  a  LOT  that  does  not  have  FRONT- 
AGE on  any  of  the  major  numbered  through  STREETS:  Routes  2, 2  A,  27, 
111,  and  62.  Such  SIGN  shall  not  display  any  advertisement  nor  be 
illuminated.  The  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA  shall  not  exceed  1  square 
foot  per  business  identified  on  the  SIGN,  up  to  4  square  feet  of  combined 
DISPLAY  AREA  for  multiple  identifications  on  such  SIGN.  The  height 
of  such  SIGN  shall  not  exceed  5  feet  above  the  ground.  There  shall  be  no 
more  than  two  locations  at  which  any  particular  business  may  be  identi- 
fied hereunder.  No  SIGN  permitted  hereunder  shall  be  ERECTED  within 
a  STREET  or  within  any  right  of  way  customarily  used  by  the  general 
public,  and  no  such  SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  within  the  R-2.  R-4.  R-8/ 
4,  R-8,  R-IO/8  or  R-10  Districts. 

7.10  Special  Event  SIGNS 

One  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  to  announce  a  church  bazaar,  fair, 
circus,  festival,  business  or  shop  opening,  special  sale  by  a  store  or 
business,  or  similarevent.  Such  SIGN  shall  identify  the  event  and  the  date 
of  the  event,  and  it  may  display  the  event's  sponsor,  organizer  or  main 
feature.  It  shall  not  exceed  10  square  feet  in  DISPLAY  AREA  and  shall 
be  ERECTED  on  the  same  LOT  where  the  event  occurs.  Such  a  SIGN 
shall  not  be  ERECTED  on  a  sidewalk,  walkway  or  driveway,  nor  within 
5  feet  from  the  sideline  of  a  STREET  or  right  of  way  customarily  used  by 
the  general  public.  Such  SIGN  shall  comply  with  all  provisions  of 
Sections  7.3  and  7.4,  but  it  shall  not  be  illuminated,  and  not  withstanding 
Sections  7.3.4  and  7.3.6  it  may  be  a  MOVABLE  SIGN  and  may  consist 
of  a  flag  or  balloon,  or  may  be  decorated  with  ribbons,  fiags,  streamers  or 
balloons  which  remain  reasonably  within  the  confines  of  the  SIGN.  Such 
a  SIGN  shall  not  be  ERECTED  sooner  than  7  days  before  the  event  and 
it  shall  be  removed  not  later  than  1  day  after  completion  of  the  event.  Only 
one  such  SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  at  any  given  time.  The 
number  of  times  such  a  SIGN  may  be  ERECTED  shall  not  exceed  4  events 
per  business  and  calendar  year.  There  shall  be  no  such  SIGN  on  any  LOT 
in  excess  of  28  days  percalendar  year,  and  in  the  case  of  multiple  business 
occupants  on  a  LOT  such  maximum  number  of  days  shall  be  divided 
evenly  among  all  the  business  occupants  to  determine  the  maximum 
number  of  days  in  which  an  individual  occupant  may  ERECT  such  a 
SIGN. 
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7.11  Non-Conforming  SIGNS 

Any  non-conforming  SIGN  lawfully  ERECTED  may  continue,  subject  to 
the  following: 

7.11.1  Notwithstanding  Section  7.2.5,  the  repainting  of  a  non-con- 
forming SIGN  in  different  colors  shall  not  constitute  the 
ERECTING  of  a  SIGN  if  such  repainting  brings  the  SIGN  in 
compliance  with  Sections  7.4.1.2  and/or  7.4. 1 .3.  as  applicable. 

7.1 1.2  Non-conforming  SIGNS  accessory  to  a  USE  or  USES  shall  be 
removed  or  replaced  concurrently  with  any  expansion  of  such 
USE  or  USES.  Such  non-conforming  SIGNS  shall  be  replaced 
with  a  conforming  SIGN  or  SIGNS  prior  to  the  issuance  of  an 
occupancy  permit  for  any  BUILDING  into  which  the  USE  or 
USES  are  to  be  expanded. 

7.1 1.3  Nothing  herein  shall  be  deemed  to  prevent  orderly,  regular  and 
timely  maintenance,  repair  and  repainting  with  the  same  origi- 
nal colors  of  a  non-conforming  SIGN. 

7.12  SIGNS  Requiring  a  Special  Permit  from  the  Planning  Board 

7.12.1  The  Planning  Board,  acting  as  the  Special  Permit  Granting 
Authority  under  this  Section,  may  approve,  approve  with  con- 
ditions, or  disapprove  the  following  SIGNS  and  the  following 
deviations  from  the  requirements  of  Sections  7.7  and  7.8: 

7.12.1.1  A  greater  number  of  SIGNS  than  allowed  under 
Sections  7.7  and  7.8,  but  not  more  than  one  SIGN 
in  addition  to  the  number  of  SIGNS  otherwise 
permitted,  or  such  lesser  number  of  SIGNS  per 
LOT  or  BUSINESS  CENTER  as  the  Planning 
Board  finds  appropriate  to  further  the  purpose  of 
this  Section  as  stated  in  Section  7.1. 

7.12.1.2  SIGNS  with  dimensions  in  excess  of  those  permit- 
ted under  Sections  7.7  and  7.8,  subject  to  the 
following  limitations:  (a)  not  larger  than  twice  the 
otherwise  permitted  maximum  DISPLAY  AREA, 
(b)  no  WALL  SIGN  higher  than  one  and  one  half 
times  the  height  otherwise  permitted,  and  (c)  no 
FREESTANDING  SIGN  larger  than  40  square 
feet  in  DISPLAY  AREA  or  higher  than  10  feet, 
and  (d)  any  such  other  limitation  as  the  Planning 
Board  may  find  appropriate  to  further  the  purpose 
of  this  Section  as  stated  in  Section  7.1. 

7.12.1.3  A  SIGN  in  a  location  or  in  a  position  not  otherwi.se 
permitted,  but  not  a  ROOF  SIGN,  a  BILL- 
BOARD, or  a  SIGN  located  within  the  minimum 
required  distance  from  the  sideline  of  a  STREET 
or  right  of  way  customarily  used  by  the  general 
public. 

7.12.1.4  SIGNS  made  of  materials  not  otherwise  permit- 
ted. 

7.12.1.5  In  the  case  of  a  SIGN  which  displays  an  illustra- 
tion or  a  picture,  or  in  the  case  of  a  NEON  SIGN, 
a  greater  number  of  colors  on  such  SIGN  than 
otherwise  permitted. 

7.12.1.6  A  SIGN  attached  to  a  stone  wall,  retaining  wall, 
fence  or  other  landscaping  feature  on  a  LOT, 
provided  that  such  SIGN  and  feature  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Planning  Board,  an  integral  compo- 
nent of  the  landscape  design  and  BUILDING 
architecture  on  the  LOT. 

7.12.1.7  A  NEON  SIGN  to  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  in 
place  of  a  SIGN  otherwise  permitted,  provided  it 
features  an  individualized,  custom  made  design 
showing  only  a  drawing,  logo,  symbol  or  illustra- 
tion, but  no  letters.  A  NEON  SIGN  shall  comply 
with  all  applicable  dimensional  standards,  it  shall 
be  composed  of  primarily  single  strand  glass  tub- 
ing with  a  maximum  1  inch  diameter.  In  a  Village 
District  the  Planning  Board  may  approve  a  NEON 
SIGN  only  if  it  is  ERECTED  as  a  WINDOW 


SIGN  which  may  be  placed  in  a  ground  floor 
window  other  than  the  door  window,  subject  to  the 
standards  applicable  to  WINDOW  SIGNS. 

7.12.1.8  One  SIGN  for  a  nonconforming,  pre-existing 
business,  industrial  or  office  USE  other  than  a 
home  occupation,  ERECTED  in  a  Residential 
District,  conforming  to  the  applicable  require- 
ments for  a  SIGN  in  a  Village  District,  not  illumi- 
nated and  not  exceeding  six  square  feet  in  DIS- 
PLAY AREA; 

7.12.1.9  A  FREESTANDING  SIGN  with  less  than  the 
required  landscaped  area,  provided  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Planning  Board,  sufficient  land- 
scape treatment  is  provided  to  compensate  for  the 
reduction  in  area. 

7. 1 2. 1 . 1 0  A  type  or  method  of  SIGN  illumination  not  other- 
wise permitted  provided  that  it  meets  the  general 
objectives  of  Section  7.4.3. 

7.12.2  A  Special  Permit  under  this  section  shall  only  be  issued  if  the 
Planning  Board,  in  addition  to  the  required  findings  of  Section 
10.3.5,  finds  that,  in  its  opinion,  the  resulting  SIGN  or  the 
resulting  deviation  from  the  otherwise  applicable  requirements 
of  this  Section  7  meet  the  following  criteria: 

7.12.2.1  The  SIGN  will  be  consistent  with  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  Section  7. 

7.1 2.2.2  The  SIGN  will  be  consistent  with  the  character  and 
use  of  the  area  and  with  the  Zoning  District  in 
which  it  is  ERECTED. 

7.1 2.2.3  The  SIGN  will  have  appropriate  scale  and  propor- 
tion in  its  design  and  in  its  visual  relationship  to 
BUILDINGS  in  the  area  and  to  its  general  sur- 
roundings. It  has  been  attractively  designed  and 
located,  and  will  be  a  compatible  architectural 
element  of  the  BUILDING  to  which  it  principally 
relates  and  will  be  in  harmony  with  other  features 
in  the  general  area. 

7.12.2.4  The  proposed  SIGN  will  provide  continuity  with 
other  SIGNS,  not  including  any  non-conforming 
SIGNS,  on  the  same  or  adjacent  BUILDINGS  or 
LOTS  with  respect  to  most  but  not  necessarily  all 
of  the  following  criteria:  dimension,  proportion, 
mounting  height,  materials,  colors,  and  other  im- 
portant features  as  determined  by  the  Planning  i 
Board. 

7.12.2.5  The  colors,  materials  and  illumination  of  the  pro- 
posed SIGN  are  restrained  and  harmonious  with 
the  BUILDING  and  the  site  to  which  it  principally 
relates. 

7.12.2.6  The  proposed  SIGN  is  not  internally  illuminated, 
except  in  the  case  of  a  NEON  SIGN,  and  except  as 
provided  under  Sections  7.4.3.4  b)  or  c). 

7.12.2.7  The  material  used  for  the  SIGN  is  appropriate  and 
does  not  detract  from  the  aesthetic  qualities  of  its 
surroundings. 

7.12.2.8  The  number  of  graphic  elements  on  the  proposed 
SIGN  is  held  to  the  minimum  needed  to  convey  the 
SIGN'S  primary  message  and  is  in  good  propor- 
tion to  the  area  of  the  SIGN  face. 

7.12.2.9  The  proposed  SIGN  will  not  unduly  compete  for 
attention  with  any  other  SIGN  or  SIGNS. 

7.12.2.10  In  the  case  of  a  SIGN  under  Sections  7.12.1.1 
through  7. 1 2. 1 .3,  the  proposed  SIGN  is  necessary 
for  adequate  identification  of  a  business  which  for 
site  specific  reasons  would  not  reasonably  be 
possible  under  the  otherwise  applicable  standards 
and  available  options  of  this  Bylaw. 
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7.1 2.3  When  granting  a  special  permit  hereunder,  the  Planning  Board, 
in  order  to  mitigate  negative  impacts  of  a  SIGN  and  to  help 
support  any  of  its  required  findings  under  Section  7. 1 2.2,  may 
impose  reasonable  conditions  taking  into  consideration  all 
aspects  of  the  SIGN  and  its  impacts  on  the  visual  environment 
in  the  area,  including  but  not  limited  to  design,  construction, 
color,  illumination,  landscaping,  and  coordination  with 
BLULDINGS  and  other  SIGNS  in  the  area,  it  may  require  the 
removal  of  any  non-conforming  SIGN  or  SIGNS  on  the  LOT  or 
in  the  same  BUSINESS  CENTER,  and  it  may  impose  suchother 
conditions  as  it  deems  appropriate  to  further  the  purpose  of  this 
Section  as  staled  in  Section  7.1. 

7.12.4  The  Planning  Board  .shall  promulgate  Rules  and  Regulations 
governing  the  business  of  the  Planning  Board  under  this  Sec- 
tion, including  but  not  limited  to  the  contents  of  an  application 
and  application  fees,  and  it  may  adopt  and  from  time  to  time 
amend  design  guidelines  for  SIGNS  as  it  finds  appropriate. 

7.12.5  Where  a  SIGN  which  would  require  a  Special  Permit  hereunder 
is  located  in  a  Local  Historic  District,  the  requirement  for  a 
Special  Permit  hereunder  shall  be  waived,  provided  that  such 
SIGN  has  been  approved  by  the  Historic  District  Commission 
pursuant  to  the  Acton  Local  Historic  District  Bylaw,  Chapter  P 
of  the  Town  Bylaws. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  CROCKETT  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning 
Bylaws,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  STANDING  VOTE. 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Leo  Cunningham  a 
parcel  of  vacant  land  containing  approximately  one  half  acre  and  shown  on  Town 
Atlas  Map  H-2A  as  parcel  413.  located  at  46-54  Martin  Street  for  conservation 
purposes  under  MGL  Chapter  40  Section  8C.  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  accept  as 
a  gift  from  Leo  Cunningham  a  parcel  of  vacant  land  containg  approximately  one 
half  acre  and  shown  on  Town  Atlas  Map  H-2A  as  parcel  41-3.  located  at  46-54 
Martin  Street  for  conservation  purposes  under  MGL  Chapter  40  Section  8C. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  27*         PRESCOTT  PAINT  LAND  GIFT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Prescott  Paint  Co.  a 
parcel  of  vacant  land  containing  approximately  4  1/2  acres  and  shown  on  Town 
Atlas  map  H-2  as  parcel  41.  located  at  53-73  Stow  Street  for  conservation 
purposes  under  MGL  Chapter  40  Section  8C.  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  accept  as 
a  gift  from  Prescott  Paint  Co.  a  parcel  of  vacant  land  containing  approximately 
4  1/2  acres  and  shown  on  Town  Atlas  Map  H-2  as  parce  4 1 ,  located  at  53-73  Stow 
Street  for  conservation  purposes  under  MGL  Chapter  40  Section  8C. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD"  AND  NOT  PASSED  AS 
PART  OT  THE  CONSENT  MOTIONS. 


TOTAL  VOTE: 


ARTICLE  24* 


96 


YES 


79 


NO 


ARTICLE  28* 


QUARRY  ROAD  LAND  USE  CHANGE 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  parcel  of  land  located  on  Quarry 
Road,  containing  approximately  45.51  acres,  and  shown  as  parcels  3  and  18  on 
Map  C-5  of  the  Town  Atlas,  acquired  for  sanitary  landfill  purposes  to  the 
Selectmen  for  Highway,  drainage  and  recreation  purposes,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  transfer  a 
parcel  of  land  located  on  Quarry  Road,  containing  approximately  45.5 1  acres,  and 
shown  as  parcels  3  and  18  on  Map  C-5  of  the  Town  Atlas,  acquired  for  sanitary 
landfill  purposes  to  the  Selectmen  for  Highway,  drainage  and  recreation  pur- 
poses. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/I/9I) 


ARTICLE  25* 


STONEYMEADE  LAND  GIFT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gift  of  vacant  land  shown  as  Parcel 
12-11  on  Map  F-5  of  the  1990  Town  Atlas,  containing  approximately  45  acres 
more  or  less,  from  Stoneymeade  Development  Corporation  for  conservation 
purposes  under  MGL  Chapter  40  Section  8C,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  accept  a 
gift  of  vacant  land  shown  as  Parcel  12-11  on  Map  F-5  of  the  1990  Town  Atlas, 
containing  approximately  45  acres  more  or  less,  from  Stoneymeade  Develop- 
ment Corporation  for  conservation  purposes  under  MG.  Chapter  40  Section  8C. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91) 

ARTICLE  26*         CUNNINGHAM  LAND  GIFT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


ENHANCED  911 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  291  of  the  Acts  of  1990. 
thereby  allowing  the  Town  to  recie ve  enhanced  9 1 1  service  as  defined  in  said  act, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  GILBERTI  moves  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  291 
of  the  Acts  of  1990. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  29*         REGIONAL  FIRE  &  EMS  DISPATCH 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vole  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  negotiate 
and  enter  into  a  contract  agreement  with  another  town(s)  or  other  entity  or 
organization  for  regional  fire/ambulance  dispatch  service,  pursuant  to  the  provi- 
sions of  Chapter  40,  Section  4A  of  the  General  Laws,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  authorizie 
the  Town  Manager  to  negotiate  and  enter  into  a  contract  agreement  with  another 
town  (s)  or  other  entity  or  organization  for  regional  fire/ambulance  dispatch 
service,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  40,  Section  4A  of  the  General  Laws. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91 ) 

ARTICLE  30#         DIRECT  SELECTMEN  TO  REPLACE  AMBU- 
LANCE 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  immediately 
replace  the  Town's  aged  and  unreliable  ambulance. 

MOTION:  MR.  ORMSBEE  moves  to  direct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
immediately  replace  the  Town's  aged  and  unreliable  ambulance. 

MOTION  LOST  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 
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ARTICLE  31#         DIRECT  SELECTMEN  TO  DISCONTINUE 
PRIVATE  AMBLLANCE  CONSIDERATION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  w'll  direct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  discontinue 
consideration  of  privatizing  the  Town's  ambulance  service  and  continue  to 
provide  this  service  by  using  Acton's  Fire-fighter  EMT's. 

MOTION:  MR.  ORMSBEE  moves  to  direct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
discontinue  consideration  of  privatizing  the  Town's  ambulance  service  and 
continue  to  provide  this  service  by  using  Acton's  Firefighters/EMT's. 

MOTION  LOST  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  introduced  Ms.  Charlotte  Sagoff  to  explain  the  resolution 

addressed  in  Article  32. 


ARTICLE  32# 


RESOLUTION  TO  SUPPORT 
BIOREMEDIATION  TEST 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


WHEREAS  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Acton  that  the  clean 

up  of  the  contaminated  lagoons  at  the  W.  R.  Grace  superfund  site  in  South  Acton 
take  full  advantage  of  technologies  which  can  permanently  eliminate  contami- 
nates or  transform  them  into  non-toxic  form  and 

WHEREAS  bioremediation  is  a  process  that  has  been  used  successfully 
for  this  purpose  at  over  100  superfund  sites  around  the  nation  but  has  not  been 
considered  for  u.se  by  either  W.  R.  Grace  or  the  New  England  Division  of  the  EPA 
and 

WHEREAS  a  simple  inexpensive  bench  scale  pilot  study  can  be  per- 
formed on  the  contaminated  materials  from  one  of  the  lagoons  at  the  W.  Grace 
Site  in  order  to  access  the  feasibility  of  bioremediation  technologies  for  the  W.R. 
Grace  clean  up. 

NOW  THEREFORE  the  citizens  of  Acton  call  upon  their  Selectmen  to 
lend  all  possible  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  Acton  Citizens  for  Environmental 
Safety  (ACES)  to  conduct  such  a  test  and  if  successful  have  it  incorporated  into 
the  plan  approved  by  the  EPA  for  the  clean  up  of  the  W.  R.  Grace  site. 

Directed  to: 


WHEREAS  a  simple  inexpensive  bench  scale  pilot  study  can  be  per 
formed  on  the  contaminated  materials  from  one  of  the  four  lagoons  at  the  W.R 
Grace  Site  in  order  to  access  the  feasibility  of  bioremediation  technologies  for  thi 
W.R.  Grace  clean  up; 

NOW  THEREFORE  the  citizens  of  Acton  call  upon  their  Selectmen  t( 
lend  all  possible  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  Acton  Citizens  for  Environmental 
Safety  (ACES)  to  conduct  such  a  test  and  if  successful  have  it  incorporated  intc 
the  plan  approved  by  the  EPA  for  the  clean  up  of  the  W.R.  Grace  site. 


Directed  to: 

EPA  District  1 
Boston,  MA 

Boston  Globe 


W.R.  Grace 
Lexington,  MA 

US  EPA 

Washington,  D.C. 


MOTION  AS  AMENDED  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  33.         SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  regional  school  district  planning 
committee  to  consist  of  three  members,  including  one  member  of  the  school 
committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator  pursuant  to  Section  14  of  Chapter 
7 1  of  the  General  Laws  to  study  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  regional  school 
district  for  grades  kindergarten  through  six  with  the  Town  of  Maynard  and  to 
submit  a  report  of  its  findings  and  recommendations  to  the  Selectmen  as  provided 
in  Sections  1 4A  and  1 4B  of  Chapter  7 1 ,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  a  Regional  School  District  Plan- 
ning Committee  be  appointed  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

Mr.  Sanford,  speaking  as  a  Finance  Committee  Member,  moves  to  amend 
the  article  by  adding  after  "School  Committee"  on  line  3  "and  one  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee"  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator.  (Mr.  Sanford  reports  that 
the  decision  to  recommend  an  amendment  to  this  article  was  taken  at  the  March 
20.  1991  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee). 

AMENDMENT  CARRIES. 

MOTION  AS  AMENDED  CARRIES. 


EPA  District  I 
Boston,  MA 

Boston  Globe 


W.  R.  Grace 
Lexington,  MA 

US  EPA 

Washington  D.C 


ARTICLE  35* 


Continuation  of  Previous  Appropriations 


MS.  SAGOFF  MOVES  TO  AMEND  THE  RESOLUTION  AS  FOLLOWS: 

in  paragraph  2  on  line  3  after  the  word  "use"  add  "at  this  site",  in  paragraph 
3  on  line  2  delete  the  words  "of  the"  and  add  the  word  "four". 

AMENDMENT  CARRIES. 

THE  RESOLUTION  NOW  READS  AS  FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS  il  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Acton  that  the  clean 
up  of  the  contaminated  lagoons  at  the  W.R.  Grace  superfund  site  in  South  Acton 
take  full  advantage  of  technologies  which  can  permanently  eliminae  contami- 
nates or  transform  them  into  non  toxic  form  and; 

WHEREAS  bioremediation  is  a  process  that  has  been  used  successfully 
for  this  purpose  at  over  100  superfund  sites  aroung  the  nation  but  has  not  been 
considered  for  use  at  this  site  by  either  W.R.  Grace  or  the  New  England  Division 
of  the  EPA  and: 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  extend,  transfer,  or  otherwise  take  action 
to  prevent  the  lapse  of  appropriations  previously  authorized,  pursuant  to  section 
6-5  of  the  Charter  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  or  to  transfer  or  close  out  any  such 
appropriations  which  are  no  longer  needed,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  continuation  of  previous  appropriations 
under  the  articles  listed  not  lapse  pursuant  to  Section  G-5  of  the  Town  Charter, 
but  remain  open  until  the  appropriation  is  expanded  or  the  Town  Meeting 
otherwise  votes. 

Art.  41  4/86  Center  Land  Improvements  747.09 

Art.  46  4/86  Health  Staffing  7,612.46 

Art.  39  4/88  Tree  Planting  1,362.10 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  to  lake  no  action  on  Article  35. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/I/9I) 

ARTICLE  36*         TAX  ANTICIPATION  NOTES 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 
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[t,j  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
I  R^f  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
rtlierevenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  I,  1991,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes 
ihcrcfor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given 
for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  17,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  town  authorize 
the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from 
time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1, 
1 99 1 ,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section 
4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  (4/1/91 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  annual  town  meeting  be  adjourned 
until  June  4,  1991  in  this  auditorium  at  7.30  P.M. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  ATTENDING  TONIGHT'S  TOWN  MEETING  -  137 
MEETING  ADJOURNED  AT  10:30  P.M. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  4, 1991  Acton's  Annual  Town  Meeting  reconvened  by  Mr. 
MacKenzie  at  7:40  P.M. 

The  adjourned  session  of  the  1991  Annual  Town  Meeting  began  at 
approximately  7:40  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  4,  1991 .  Town  Moderator  welcomed 
the  attendees  and  recognized  State  Representative  Pamela  Resor  who  presented 
resolutions  from  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  to  I)  Ms.  Cindy 
Patton  in  recognition  of  her  having  received  the  Readers  Digest  American  Hero 
in  Education  award  and  2)  Mr.  Donald  Gilberti  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement 
from  the  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen  following  nine  (9)  years  of  distinguished 


At  7:50  p.m.,  following  the  presentations  the  moderator  reconvened  the 
adjourned  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  immediately  recognized  Mr.  Dore  Hunter. 


MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  no  action  be  taken  on  Article  1 . 
MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  2.  Acton-Boxborough-Maynard  7- 1 2  School 

Regionalization 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Aclon- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreement  to  include  the  Town  of  Maynard  for  grades  7  through  12  and  makes 
other  changes  in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  no  action  be  taken  on  Article  2. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  3.  Acton-Maynard  K-6  School  Regionalization. 

(Majority  Vote) 

Shall  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of  sections  16  to  161,  inclusive,  of 
chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  regional 
school  district,  together  with  the  Town  of  Maynard,  and  the  construction, 
maintenance,  and  operation  of  a  regional  school  by  the  said  district,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  a  proposed  agreement  filed  with  the  Selectmen. 

MS.  STUNTZ  moves  to  take  no  action  on  Article  3. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  4.  Acton-Boxborough  K-12  School  Regionalization. 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreement  to  include  grades  Kindergarten  through  12  and  makes  other  changes 
in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MS.  STUNTZ  moves  to  take  no  action  on  Article  4. 


MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  to  adjourn  the  annual  town  meeting 
and  move  into  the  special  town  meeting  of  June  4,  1991. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


MOTION  CARRIES. 

MS.  STUNTZ  THEN  MOVED  TO  DISSOLVE  THE  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEET- 
ING. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SPECIAL  TOWN  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MEETING 
HELD  JUNE  4, 1991 


The  moderator  called  the  special  town  meeting  to  order  and  immediately 
recognized  Ms.  Lees  Stuntz,  Chairman  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
School  Committee  who  explained  that  the  School  Committee  was  requesting  that 
the  voters  take  no  action  on  all  four  (4)  regionalization  articles  on  the  June  4, 1 99 1 
Special  Town  Meeting  since  they  had  been  placed  on  a  warrant  fora  Special  Town 
Meeting  on  June  1 7, 1 99 1 .  She  then  explained  why  this  deferral  action  was  being 
requested.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee  expressed  support  for 
Ms.  Stuntz  recommendation  for  deferral  of  all  four  (4)  articles. 

ARTICLE  1.  Acton-Boxborough  Maynard  K-12  School 

Regionalization 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreements,  to  include  the  Town  of  Maynard  and  to  include  grades  Kindergarten 
through  12  and  makes  other  changes  in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  acton 
relative  thereto. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN 
MEETING 
HELD  APRIL  1, 1991 
WITH  ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  HELD 
HELD  APRIL  2  AND  JUNE  4. 1991 

JUNE  4,  1991 

Moderator  declared  the  annual  town  meeting  in  session  and  proceeded  to 
the  remaining  Consent  Calendar  articles. 

The  moderator  listed  the  remaining  consent  calendar  articles: 

Article       10.  Refurbish  (3)  6  ton  trucks 

Article      11.  Replace  1  pick-up  truck 

Article      12.  Replace  1  Fire  Dept.  Sedan 

Article      34.  Unpaid  Bills 

and  then  called  for  a  voice  vote  for  each  individual  article. 
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ARTICLE  10.  REFURBISH  THREE  6-TON  DUMP  TRUCKS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  $30,000.00,  or  any  other  sum  to  be  expendd  by  the  Town 
Manager,  for  the  refurbishment  of  three  6  ton  dump  trucks,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $30,000.00  for  the  refurbishment  of  three  (3)  six  ton  dump  trucks; 
said  sum  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  11.         PICK-UP  TRUCK  REPLACEMENT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $14,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager,  for  the  purchase  of  a  pick-up  truck,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $  1 4,000.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  pick-up  truck;  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  12.         REPLACE  FIRE  DEPT.  SEDAN 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $15,700.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager,  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  one  new  command  cruiser  for 
the  Fire  Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
approrpriate  $  1 5,000.00  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  one  ( 1 )  new  command 
cruiser  for  the  Fire  Department;  said  sum  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  34*         UNPAID  BILLS 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  unpaid  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  to  take  no  action  on 
Article  34. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  8.  OMNIBUS  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  appropriations  for  expenditures  by  depart- 
ments, officers,  boards,  and  committees  of  the  Town  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  the  tax  levy  or  by  transfer 
from  available  funds,  including  any  special  funds,  or  by  any  combination  of  these 
methods;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  budget  for  the  period 
July  I,  1991  to  June  30,  1992  in  the  amount  of  $27.129,891 .00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  in  its  entirety  as  follows,  except  that  $68,000.00  be  transferred  from 
Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  cemetery  use,  and  that  $1,418.80  be  transferred  from 
the  County  Dog  Fund  for  library  use,  $5,2 1 7.92  be  appropriated  from  the  Library 
Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriation  for  library  use,  and  that  $1,850.00  be 
transferred  from  Wetland  filing  fees  for  the  Conservation  Department: 


A.  Acton  Public  Schools  as  follows: 

Operating  expense  8.476,950.00 

Out-of-state  travel  5,500.00 

Blanchard  Auditorium  41,701.00 

B.  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District  as  follows: 

Operating  expenses  7,168,657.00 
Net  maturing  debt  and  interest  414,693.00 

C.  Minuteman  Technical  School  System  563,867.00 

D.  Municipal  Services  10,458,523.00 

FOLLOWING  PRESENTATIONS  BY  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  FINANCE 
COMMITTEE  AND  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN;  THE  BUDGET  WAS 
BROUGHT  TO  A  SINGLE  VOTE. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  13.         PURCHASE  AUTOMATED  VOTE  COUNTING 
SYSTEM 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  form 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $40,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  of  an  automated  vote  counting  system,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MR.  GILBERTI  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $40,000.00 
for  the  purchase  of  an  automated  vote  counting  system;  said  sum  to  be  expended 
by  the  Town  Manager. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  14.         MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  APPROPRIA- 
TION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  Mental 
Health  Services  to  be  provided  for  in  need  residents  as  well  as  average  residents, 
or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  TA VERNIER  MOVES  TO  TAKE  NO  ACTION. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  15.         WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
APPROPRIATION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $18,908.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  salaries  and 
operating  expenses  for  the  maintenance  and  staffing  of  the  West  Acton  Citizens 
Library  Association,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  MITCHELL  moves  that  no  action  be  taken. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  18.         CONSISTENCY  OF  SPECIAL  PERMITS  AND 
VARIANCES  WITH  MASTER  PLAN 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 
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Insert  new  Section  I0..'^.5.l  as  follows: 


MOTION:  MS.  TAVERNIER  moves  that  no  action  be  taken. 


10.3.5.1 


Is  consistent  with  the  Master  Plan 


renumber  existing  Sections  10.3.5.1  through  10.3.5.4  to  become 
Sections  10.3.5.2  through  10.3.5.5  respectively. 

Insert  new  Section  10.4.5.1  as  follows: 


10.4.5.1 


Is  consistent  with  the  Master  Plan 


id 


nd 


renumber  existing  Sections  10.4.5.1  throught  10.4.5.6  to  bccom 
Sections  10.4.5.2  through  10.4.5.7  respectively. 

Delete  Section  10.5.5  and  replace  with  the  following" 

10.5.5  Mandatory  Findings  -  before  granting  any  variance  from  the 
requirements  of  this  Bylaw,  the  Board  of  Appeals  must 
specifically  find: 

10.5.5.1  That  owing  to  circumastances  relating  to  the  soil 
conditions,  shape,  or  topography  of  the  LOT  or 
STRUCTURES  in  question  and  especially  af- 
fecting such  LOT  or  STRUCTURES  but  not 
affecting  generally  the  zoning  district  in  which  it 
is  located,  a  literal  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Bylaw  would  involve  substantial  hard- 
ship, financial  or  otherwise,  to  the  Petitioner, 

10.5.5.3  That  desirable  relief  may  be  granted  without 
substantial  detriment  to  the  public  good  and 
without  nullifying  or  substantially  derogating 
from  the  intent  or  purpose  of  this  Bylaw.  In 
deciding  whether  the  requested  variance  nulli- 
fies or  substantially  derogates  from  the  intent  or 
purpose  of  this  Bylaw,  the  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  consider  whether  the  granting  of  such  vari- 
ance is  consistent  with  the  Master  Plan. 


ir  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  DUFRESNE  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Zoning  Bylaws  as  set  forth  in  the  handout  distributed  at  this  Town  Meeting,  acopy 
•f  which  has  been  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

klOTION  CARRIES  BY  STANDING  VOTE. 


TOTAL  VOTE 


VRTICLE  37 


132 


YES 


100 


NO 
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BUDGET  TRANSFER 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
ivailable  funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds 
ippropriated  undercurrent  fiscal  year  budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current  fiscal 
rear,  or  make  any  other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budget  and 
ippropriations  that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  TAVERNIER  moves  that  no  action  be  taken. 

VIOTION  CARRIES. 

\RTICLE  38  USE  OF  FUNDS  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  of  free  cash  which  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1991,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  VOTERS  ATTENDING  TONIGHT'S  TOWN  MEETING 
—  610. 

At  9:55  P.M.,  Mr.  Hunter  moved  to  dissolve  the  1991  Annual  Town 
Meeting  with  a  fond  farewell  to  Donald  Gilberti  and  a  welcome  to  Anne  Fanton. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

Tellers  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  were  Isabella  Choate,  Elsa  Collings, 
Craig  Fingerman,  Eldon  Fisher,  William  Gately,  Michael  Graesser,  Thomas 
Grogan,  Ted  Harrigan,  Maurice  Joyal,  Charles  Kadlec,  Carol  Lake,  Margaret 
Lauzon,  Philippe  Lemieux,  Edwin  Miller,  John  Ormsbee,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Paul 
Poppert,  Cathy  Ann  Reich,  Catherine  Reich,  William  Reich,  Betsy  Wilson  and 
Norman  Veenstra. 

INDEX  FOR  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
HELD  JUNE  17, 1991 

ARTICLE  1.  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH-MAYNARD  K-12 

SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION 

(Moved  to  take  no  action.) 

ARTICLE  2.  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH-MAYNARD  7  —  12 

SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION  - 

(Motion  Lost.) 

ARTICLE  3.  ACTON-MA YNARD  K-6  SCHOOL 

REGIONALIZATION  - 

(Motion  carried  unanimously.) 

ARTICLE  4.  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  K-12  SCHOOL 

REGIONALIZATION  - 

(Motion  carried.) 

ARTICLE  5.  RE-PURCHASE  A  CEMETERY  LOT 

(Motion  carried  unanimously.) 

ARTICLE  6.  SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION  PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 

(Motion  lost  by  voice  vote.) 

ARTICLE  7.  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

(Motion  carried  unanimously.) 


ARTICLE  8.  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

(Motion  carried  unanimously.) 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SPECIAL  TOWN 
MEETING  HELD  JUNE  17, 1991 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:40  P.M.  on  June  17, 
1991  in  the  Gymnasium/Field  House  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High 
School. 

The  moderator.  Mr.  Donald  MacKenzie,  welcomed  the  attendees  and 
immediately  asked  Mr.  Weeks,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  introduce 
the  head  table,  Mr.  Sanford,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  introduce  his 
committee  and  Ms.  Lees  Stuntz  to  introduce  the  Local  and  Regional  School 
Committee  and  other  appropriate  school  personnel. 
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Mr.  MacKenzie  gave  a  brief  indoctrination  on  town  meeting  procedures 
particulariy  those  that  he  would  use  on  this  occasion  referring  specifically  to  the 
secret  ballots  which  would  be  taken  on  Articles  2  and  3. 

Before  any  motions  were  made,  Ms.  Lee  Stuntz,  Chairman  of  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Committee  was  then  introduced  and  asked  to 
give  an  explanation  of  the  first  four  (4)  articles  on  regionalization,  explaining 
what  they  would  mean  to  the  Acton  voters.  Ms.  Stuntz  explained  that  articles  2 
and  3  would  be  the  only  regionalization  articles  for  which  a  vote  would  be  taken 

Ms.  Stuntz  made  a  motion  asking  the  town  meeting  voters  to  allow  special 
visitors  to  speak,  if  needed. 

MOTION  CARRIED. 

ARTICLE  I.  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH-MAYNARD  K-12 

SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreement  to  include  the  Town  of  Maynard  and  to  include  grades  Kindergarten 
through  1 2  and  makes  other  changes  in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  2.  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH-MAYNARD  7-12 

SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreement  to  include  the  Town  of  Maynard  for  grades  7  through  12  and  makes 
other  changes  in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement  adopted  by 
the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2.  1991,  which 
amends  the  agreement  to  include  the  Town  of  Maynard  for  Grades  7  through  1 2, 
and  makes  other  changes  in  the  Agreement,  provided  that  this  vote  shall  not  be 
effective  unless  the  Town  also  votes  to  establish  a  regional  school  district  with 
Maynard  for  grades  K  through  6. 

TOTAL  VOTE  2184    YES  714     NO    1460       (by  secret  ballot) 

MOTION  LOST. 

(EDITORIAL  NOTE:)  The  warrant  articles  are  listed  in  chronological 
order  in  this  abstract,  however,  Mr.  MacKenzie  did  use  his  prerogative  as 
moderator  and  proceeded  with  other  articles  on  the  warrant  while  the  ballots  for 
Article  2  were  being  counted.  He  explained  that  the  unique  situation  of  the  secret 
ballot  coupled  with  the  interdependence  of  some  of  the  warrant  articles  having  to 
do  with  regionalization  made  it  advisable  to  defer  debate  on  Article  3  and  Article 
6  and  proceed  with  Articles  5,  7,  and  8.) 

ARTICLE  3.  ACTON-MAYNARD  K-6  SCHOOL 

REGIONALIZATION 

(Majority  Vote) 

Shall  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of  section  16  to  161,  inclusive,  of 
Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  regional 
school  district,  together  with  the  Town  of  Maynard,  and  the  construction, 
maintenance,  and  operation  of  a  regional  school  by  the  said  district,  in  accordance 
w  ith  the  provisions  of  a  proposed  agreement  filed  with  the  Selectmen. 


MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  to  take  no  action  on  Article  3. 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  4.  ACTON-BOXOBOROUGH  K-12  SCHOOL 

REGIONALIZATION 

(Majority  Vote) 

iete 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Agreement,  adopted  by  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  on  May  2,  1991,  which  amends  the 
agreement  to  include  grades  Kindergarten  through  1 2  and  makes  other  changes 
in  the  Agreement,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Bla 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  to  pass  over  Article  4. 
MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  5.  RE-PURCHASE  A  CEMETERY  LOT 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  to 
purchase  lot  524,  Section  7,  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  said  lot  having  been  pre-need  ^, 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  W.  Robbins  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the 
appropriaton  of  $200.00  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fnd  and  $600.00  from  th  Old 
Perpetual  Care  Fund  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  ^ 

MOTION:  MR.  WEEKS  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the 
Cemetery  Commissioners  to  purchase  lot  524,  Section  7,  located  in  Woodlawn  g 
Cemetery,  said  lot  was  purchased  pre-need  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  W.  Robbins; 
and  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $200.00  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund,  and  $600.00  j 
from  the  Old  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  for  such  purposes.  :  ^ 

;  s 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY.  j 

ARTICLE  6.  SCHOOL  REGIONALIZATION  PLANNING  ! 

COMMITTEE 

(Majority  Vote) 

1 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  regional  school  district  planning  ^ 
committee  to  consist  of  three  members,  including  one  member  of  the  school  | 
committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator  pursuant  to  Section  14  of  Chapter  j 
71  of  the  General  Laws  to  study  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  regional  school 
district  for  grades  kindergarten  through  six  and  to  submit  a  report  of  its  findings 
and  recommendations  to  the  selectmen  as  provided  in  Sections  14A  and  14B  of  ^ 
Chapter  7 1 ,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  |  ^ 

MOTION :  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  the  Town  vole  to  create  a  regional  i 
school  district  planning  committee  as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  LOST  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  7.  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

(Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  amount  of  $650,000  debt 
authorized  by  vote  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  District  School  Commit- 
tee on  May  2,  1991,  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling  and  making  extraordinary 
repairs,  including  energy  conservation  improvements  to  the  regional  junior  high 
school. 

MOTION:  MS.  STUNTZ  moves  that  the  Town  approve  the  amount  of 
$650,000.00  debt  authorized  by  vote  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  District 
School  Committee  on  May  2.  1991  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling  and  making 
extraordinary  repairs  including  energy  conservation  improvements  to  the  Re- 
gional High  School. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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<^RT1CLE  8.  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT  ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
(2/3  Majority  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
jf  making  energy  conservation  improvements  to  the  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates, 
Merriam  and  McCarthy-Towne  Schools  and  to  the  Blanchard  Auditorium  and 
determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise, 
or  lake  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MS.  BARRAT  moves  that  the  sum  of  $225,000.00  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making  energy  conservation  improvements  to  the 
Conant,  Douglas,  Gates,  Meuiam  and  McCarthy-Towne  Schools  and  to  the 
Blanchard  Auditorium  and  that  to  raise  such  appropriation  $3.3,000.00  shall  be 
transferred  from  the  Merriam  School  Enterprise  Fund  the  Treasurer  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $192,000.00  under 
Chapter  44,  Section  7  (3B)  of  the  General  Laws. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

At  11:15  p.m.,  Mr.  Weeks  moved  to  dissolve  the  special  town  meeting. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

Total  number  of  voters  at  this  Special  Town  Meeting  was  2311.  (Greatest 
number  of  voters  ever  recorded  at  a  Special  Town  Meeeting.) 

The  tellers  at  the  special  town  meeting  were  Ann  Chang,  Isabella  Choate, 
Elsa  Collins,  Craig  Fingerman,  Eldon  Fisher,  William  Gately,  Thomas  Geagan, 
Carolyn  Gray,  Charles  Kadlec,  Maurice  Joyal,  Carol  Lake,  Margaret  Lauzon, 
Sandra  Masson,  Maureen  McLaughlin,  Edwin  Miller,  John  Ormsbee,  Beatrice 
Perkins,  Paul  Poppert,  Catherine  Reich,  Cathy  Reich,  William  Reich,  Raymond 
Shamel,  Judith  Snell,  Norman  Veenstra  and  Betsy  Wilson. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SPECIAL  TOWN 
MEETING  HELD  OCTOBER  28, 1991 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  P.M.  on  October 
28,  1991  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Auditorium.  After 
welcoming  the  attendees,  Donald  MacKenzie,  moderator,  introduced  Norman 
Lake,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Ralph  Sanford,  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  who  introduced  the  people  on  the  dais. 

The  moderator  proceeded  to  the  Consent  Calendar,  the  group  of  articles 
considered  non-controversial  and  presented  as  a  unit  requiring  a  unanimous  or 
counted  two  thirds  vote. 

The  Consent  Calendar  Articles  passed  unanimously  with  the  exception  of 
Article  10  which  was  "held"  to  be  considered  by  the  voters  in  its  normal 
chronological  order. 

CONSENT  MOTIONS 

ARTICLE  MOTION 

1*  Change  Name  —  Commission  for  Handicapped:  Mr.  Lake  moves 

that  the  Charter  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 
2*  Changing  Fee  of  Sealer:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be 

amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 
7*  Groundwater:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be  amended 

as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 
8*  Housekeeping:    Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be 

amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article 
10*  "HELD"  Sidewalks:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be 

amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 
1 2*  Hurricane  Appropriation :  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the 

reimbursement  from  the  Federal  Government  and  that  such  amount 

be  used  to  reimburse  the  Municipal  Services  line  item  of  the  Town's 

budget. 


ARTICLE  1* 


CHANGE  NAME  —  COMMISSION  FOR  HANDI- 
CAPPED 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Charter  to  change  the  name  of 
the  Handicapped  Commission  to  Commission  on  Disability,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Charter  be  amended  as  set  forth 
in  the  Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE  2* 


CHANGING  FEES  OF  SEALER 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  D  of  the  Town  Bylaws  to 
establish  a  new  schedule  of  fees  for  sealing  weights  and  measures  as  follows: 


Devise 

Over  10,000  lbs 
5,000—10,000  lbs 
1,000  — 5,000  lbs 
100  —  1,000  lbs 
10—100  lbs 
less  than  10  lbs 

Avoirdupois  (each) 
Metric 
Apothecary 
Troy 

Vehicle  Tanks 

(Each  indicator) 
Each  100  gallons  or  fraction 

thereof  Liquid 
One  gallon  or  less 
More  than  one  gallon 

Inlet  1/2"  or  less 

(Oil  or  Grease) 
Inlet  more  than  1/2"  to  1" 

(Gasoline) 
Inlet  more  than  1" 
Vehicle  tank  pump 
Vehicle  tank  gravity 
Bulk  Storage 

Company  Supplies  prover 


Proposed 
Device 
Leagal  Sealing  Fees 


$50.00 
30.00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 

.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 


5.00 

2.00 
.50 
1.00 


4.00 

15.00 

15.00 
20.00 
40.00 
20.00 

2.00 
6.00 
6.00 

4.00 
4.00 
4.00 
.50 
.50 
8.00 
.50 


Each  stop  on  pump 
Taxi  Motors 
Odometer-Hubodometer 
Leather  meas. 

(Semi-Annual) 
Fabric  Measuring 
Wire-Rope-Cordage 
Yard  Sticks 
Tapes 

Milk  Jars  (per  gross) 
Dry  Measures 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set 
forth  in  the  Article. 


Present 
Legal  Sealing  Fees 


$70.00 
35.00 
25.00 
20.00 
15.00 
10.00 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 


7.00 

3.50 
1.00 
2.00 


6.00 

20.00 

20.00 
25.00 
55.00 
25.0 

2.50 
10.00 
10.00 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
.50 
.50 
10.00 
1.00 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
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ARTICLE  3 


NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET  TRANSFER 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  $61 ,870  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  nursing  services  to  meet  such  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  additional  nursing  services;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  the  Town  appropriate  $61,870.00  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing  services,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$61,870.00  be  transferred  from  Nursing  Service  Enterprise  Fund  Balance. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  4  ACCESSORY  APARTMENTS 

(Requires  2/3  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  In  Section  3,  Table  of  Principal  Uses: 

1 )  Section  3.3.2:  Replace  "Single  FAMILY  DWELLING  with  an  Apartment" 
with  "Single  FAMILY  Dwelling  with  one  Apartment". 

2)  Section  3.3.2:  Replace  all  "SPA"  of  this  line  with  "Y(2)". 

3)  Insert  new  footnote  to  the  Table  of  Principal  Uses  as  follows: 

"(2)  A  Single  FAMILY  Dwelling  with  one  Apartment  shall 
require  a  Special  Permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals,  if 
located  on  a  LOT  with  less  than  1 5.000  square  feet  in  LOT 
area,  or  if  the  Apartment  is  located  in  a  detached  BUILD- 
ING. See  Section  3.3.2.9  of  USE  Definitions." 

and 

renumber  footnotes  (2)  through  (4)  to  become  footnotes 
(3)  to  (5)  respectively. 

B.  In  Section  3.3.  introductory  paragraph,  add  after  the  words  "pursuant  to 
Section  4.4"  the  following 

"and  except  for  a  Single  FAMILY  dwelling  with  one 
Apartment  as  specifically  provided  in  Section 
3.3.2.9.b)," 

C.  Delete  Section  3.3.2  of  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  in  its  entirety  and  replace 
with  new  Section  3.3.2  as  follows: 

3.3.2  Single  FAMILY  dwelling  with  one  Apartment  —  A  single 
FAMILY  dwelling,  the  BUILDING  of  which  was  in  existence 
on  or  before  January  1 , 1 990,  to  be  altered  and  used  for  not  more 
than  two  DWELLING  UNITS  —  the  Principal  Unit  plus  one 
Apartment  —  ,  provided  that: 

3.3.2.1  The  GROSS  FLOOR  AREA  of  the  Apartment 
shall  not  exceed  the  lesser  of  fifty  percent  (50%) 
of  the  GROSS  FLOOR  AREA  of  the  Principal 
Unit  or  800  square  feet. 

3.3.2.2  There  shall  be  no  more  than  two  (2)  bedrooms  in 
the  Apartment. 

3.3.2.3  The  Apartment  shall  be  clearly  and  distinctly 
separated  from  the  Principal  Unit  by  separate 
entrances  either  from  the  exterior  of  the  BUILD- 
ING or  from  a  common  hallway  located  within  the 
BUILDING. 

3.3.2.4  Any  stairways  to  an  Apartment  located  above  the 
ground  floor  of  a  BUILDING  shall  be  enclosed 
within  the  exterior  walls  of  the  BUILDING. 


3.3.2.5  There  shall  be  not  more  than  one  driveway  or  curb 
cut  providing  ACCESS  to  the  DWELLING 
UNITS,  except  for  half  circular  or  horseshoe 
driveways  located  in  the  front  of  the  BUILDING 

3.3.2.6  A  minimum  of  one  (1)  additional  parking  spac{ 
shall  be  provided  for  the  Apartment. 

3.3.2.7  Either  the  Principal  Unit  or  (he  Apartment  shall  bf 
occupied  by  the  owner  of  the  property. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  the  "owner"  shal 
be  one  or  more  individuals  residing  in  a  dwelling 
who  hold  legal  or  beneficial  title  and  for  whom  the 
dwelling  is  the  primary  residence  for  voting  anc 
lax  purposes. 

3.3.2.8  The  Apartment  shall  not  be  held  in  or  transferred 
into  separate  ownership  from  the  Principal  Unii 
under  a  condominium  form  of  ownership  or  other- 
wise. 

3.3.2.9  A  Special  Permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall 
be  required: 

a)  if  the  Single  FAMILY  dwelling  with  one 
Apartment  is  to  be  located  on  a  LOT  with 
less  than  15,000  square  feet  in  LOT  area; 
or 

b)  if  the  Apartment  is  to  be  located  within  a 
detached  BUILDING  located  on  the  same 
LOT  as  the  BUILDING  containing  the 
Principal  Unit.  Such  Special  Permit  shall 
only  be  issued,  if  the  BUILDING  in  which 
the  Apartment  is  to  be  located  has  been  inr 
existence  prior  to  1950.  In  granting  such^ 
Special  Permit,  the  Board  of  Appeals  may 
authorize  an  apartment  with  a  GROSS 
FLOOR  AREA  of  up  to  2000  square  feet 
(not  including  attic  or  basement  areas)  and! 
with  up  to  three  (3)  bedrooms,  providedl 
that  the  detached  secondary  BUILDING 
in  which  the  Apartment  is  to  be  located  has 
not  been  and  shall  not  be  expanded  or 
enlarged  after  July  1st,  1991.  A  LOT  con- 
taining a  BUILDING  with  a  Principal  Unit 
and  an  Apartment  within  a  detached 
BUILDING  shall  not  be  further  divided 
resulting  in  the  separation  of  the  Principal 
Unit  and  the  Apartment,  unless  both  re- 
sulting LOTS  and  the  BUILDINGS 
thereon  meet  all  minimum  area,  FRONT- 
AGE, width  and  yard  requirements  of  the 
applicable  zoning  district. 

3.3.2. 1 0  No  Apartment  permitted  under  this  Section  shall 
be  constructed  and  occupied  without  Building  and 
Occupancy  Permits  issued  by  the  Building  Com- 
missioner. 

D.       In  Section  6.3.3.a)  add  the  following  text  after  DWELLING  UNIT: 

",  except  for  an  Apartment  as  defined  in  Section  3.3.2." 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  CARNAHAM  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Zoning  Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


otia 


ARTICLE  5 


ANIMALS/LIVESTOCK 

(Requires  2/3  vote) 
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To  see  if  (he  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

Delete  Section  3.2.1  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  the  following  new  Section 
.3.2.1: 

3.2. 1  Agriculture  -  Cultivating,  harvesting  and  storing  crops  includ- 
ing the  storage  of  necessary  farm  equipment  on  parcels  of  less 
than  five  acres.  The  boarding,  keeping  or  raising  of  livestock  on 
parcels  of  more  than  five  acres;  except  that  the  boarding, 
keeping  and  raising  of  not  more  than  one  horse,  goat  or  sheep, 
plus  its  offspring  up  to  one  year  of  age,  shall  be  permitted  on 
parcels  of  two  acres  or  larger. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  SHUPERT  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Zoning  Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE  6 


CHILD  CARE 

(Requires  2/3  Vote) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

Delete  Section  1.3.8  and  replace  with  new  Section  1 .3.8  as  follows: 

1 .3.8.  FLOOR  AREA,  NET:  The  total  of  all  fioor  areas  of  a  BUILD- 
ING including  basement  and  other  storage  areas,  but  not  includ- 
ing stairways,  elevator  wells,  rest  rooms,  common  hallways  and 
BUILDING  service  areas,  and  not  including  areas  used  for  a 
Child  Care  Facility  as  defined  in  Section  3.4.6  of  this  Bylaw 
provided  that  such  Child  Care  Facility  is  accessory  to  a  PRIN- 
CIPAL USE  located  in  the  same  BUILDING  or  on  the  same 
LOT. 

B.  Amend  section  and  line  3.4.6  of  the  Table  of  Principal  Uses  in  Section  3, 
to  rename  "Daycare"  to  "Child  Care  Facility",  to  eliminate  all  references 
to  notes  or  footnotes  at  the  bottom  of  the  table.  Eliminate  footnote  (2) 
I  renumbered  to  footnote  (3)  in  a  previous  article  of  this  warrant )  from  the 
notes  below  the  Table  of  Principal  Uses  and  re-number  the  balance  of 
these  notes  accordingly. 

C.  Delete  Section  3.4.6  (use  definition)  in  its  entirety  and  replace 
with  the  following: 

3.4.6  Child  Care  Facility  -  A  day  care  or  school  age  child  care  center 
or  program  as  defined  in  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter 
40A. 


D. 


Insert  new  Section  3.8.4.5  as  follows: 


"A  Family  Day  Care  Home  as  defined  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Law, 
Chapter  40A,  if  such  Family  Day  Care  Home  is  accessory  to  a  residential 
USE." 


F.  In  Section  6.3.3  k),  change  "Daycare"  and  "daycare  facility"  to 
"Child  Care  Facility". 

G.  In  Section  9A.7. 1 ,  Sub-section  3.4.6.  change  the  words  "Day  Care"  to 
"Child  Care  Facility". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  (JIORGIO  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Zoning  Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  7*  GROUNDWATER 

(Requires  2/3  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  Delete  Section  4.3.3.9  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Section 
4.3.3.9  as  follows: 

4.3.3.9  MAXIMUM  GROUNDWATER  ELEVATION 
—  The  height  of  the  GROUNDWATER  table 
when  it  is  at  its  maximum  level  or  elevation.  TTiis 
level  is  usually  reached  during  the  months  of 
December  through  April.  Determination  of  the 
MAXIMUM  GROUNDWATER  ELEVATION 
shall  be  made  based  upon  the  historical  high 
GROUNDWATER  table  as  determined  by  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey  (USGS),  Acton 
Board  of  Health  records,  data  from  monitoring 
wells  or  other  adequate  field  testing,  whichever 
indicates  the  highest  elevation.  Where  applicable, 
the  determination  of  the  MAXIMUM  GROUND- 
WATER ELEVATION  shall  be  made  with  the 
additional  assumption  that  any  well,  which  during 
pumping  would  draw  down  the  GROUNDWA- 
TER table  at  the  site,  is  not  operating  and  that  the 
GROUNDWATER  table  is  leveled  off  to  its  natu- 
ral state. 

B.  Amend  Table  4.3.7.2  -  USE  Regulations  within  the  GROUNDWA- 
TER Protection  District,  item  I.,  by  adding  after  the  words  "disposal 
facility"  the  following: 

",  landfilling  of  sludge  and  septage,  storage  of  sludge  and 
septage  except  for  municipal  USES  as  defined  in  Section  3.4.1 
of  this  Bylaw  associated  with  the  provision  of  public  sewer 
services" 

C.  Amend  Table  4.3.7.2  -  USE  Regulations  within  the  GROUNDWA- 
TER Protection  District,  item  2.,  by  adding  after  the  word  "Bylaw"  the 
following: 

"associated  with  the  provision  of  public  water  and  sewer 


Insert  new  Section  5.3.9  as  follows: 

5.3.9  Child  Care  Facilities  in  Residential  Districts  -  In  addition  to  the 
standards  set  forth  in  the  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regu- 
lations, the  following  standards  shall  apply  to  child  care  facili- 
ties located  in  Residential  Districts: 


Minimum  OPEN  SPACE  not  including 

outdoor  play  areas 
Maximum  FLOOR  AREA  RATIO 
Maximum  NET  FLOOR  AREA 
square  feet: 

Maximum  number  of  children 

present  at  any  one  time 


35  percent; 

0.10; 

3000 


25. 


D.  Amend  Table  4.3.7.2  -  USE  Regulations  within  the  GROUNDWATER 
Protection  District,  item  13..  by  adding  the  words  "animal  manure,  soil 
conditioner"  after  the  word  "fertilizer". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
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ARTICLE  8*  HOUSEKEEPING 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  Amend  Section  2. 1  by  adding  the  words  "AFFORDABLE  HOUSING 
OVERLAY  DISTRICT'  after  "GROUNDWATER  PROTECTION 
DISTRICT  GPD". 

B.  Amend  Section  6.8.7.1  by  deleting  the  word  "island"  from  the  second 
line. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

CONSENT  MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  9  PCRC 

(Requires  2/3  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  by  deleting 
Section  9  in  its  entirety  and  replacing  it  with  new  section  9  as  follows: 

SECTION  9 

PLANNED  CONSERVATION  RESIDENTIAL  COMMUNITY  (PCRC) 

9.1  Purpose  —  The  purpose  of  the  Planned  Conservation  Residential 

Community  is  to  allow  residential  development  which  encourages: 

1)  the  preservation  of  significant  land  and  water  re- 
sources and  natural  areas  in  the  Town; 

2)  the  preservation  of  significant  historic  or  archeologi- 
cal  resources  and  areas; 

3)  the  maintenance  of  Acton' s  New  England  town  char- 
acter as  a  suburban  residential  community,  while 
encouraging  a  greater  mixture  of  housing  types  and 
more  energy  efficient  and  cost  effective  residential 
development;  and 

4)  the  development  of  land  in  harmony  with  its  natural 
features,  the  existing  and  probable  future  USE  of 
adjacent  land,  and  consistent  with  the  objectives  of  the 
Zoning  Bylaw. 


9.2  Special  Permit — The  Planning  Board  may  grant  a  special  permit  for 
the  development  and  construction  of  a  PCRC  on  all  land  and  parcels 
previously  incorporated  into  a  PCRC  zoning  district,  as  well  as  in  the 
R-2,  R-4,  R-8/4,  R-8,  R-10/8  and  R-10  Districts  in  accordance  with 
this  Section  and  MGL  Ch.40A,  s.9. 

9.3  Contents  of  Applications  for  a  PCRC  Special  Permit  —  The 

application  for  a  PCRC  Special  Permit  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
"PCRC  Site  Plan",  showing  the  information  required  by  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  PCRCs.  The  information  shall  include  but  not  be 
limited  to:  the  topography;  soil  characteristics  as  shown  on  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  Maps;  wetlands  as  defined  by  M.G.L.  Chapter 
131,  Section  40;  Flood  Plain  boundary  lines;  existing  types  of  vegeta- 
tion; any  other  unique  natural,  historical,  archeological,  and  aesthetic 
resources;  the  proposed  layout  of  the  LOTS;  proposed  locations  of 
DWELLING  UNITS  and  accessory  BUILDINGS;  the  proposed 
diversity  and  cost  range  for  the  DWELLING  UNITS;  dimensions, 
STREETS,  garages,  driveways,  wells,  utilities,  wastewater  disposal 
systems;  the  proposed  finished  grades  of  the  land;  the  proposed 
vegetation  and  landscaping  including  where  existing  vegetation  is 
retained;  proposed  features  designed  for  energy  and  water  conserva- 
tion and  pollution  control;  the  proposed  layout  and  land  use  plan  of  the 
Common  Land  in  the  PCRC;  the  proposed  form  of  ownership  of  the 
Common  Land  and  any  improvements  proposed  thereon. 


9.4  Procedural  Requirements  —  If  the  PCRC  requires  approval  under 
the  Subdivision  Control  Law,  M.G.L.,  Chapter  41,  the  "PCRC  Site 
Plan"  shall  contain  a  plan  in  the  form  and  with  the  contents  required 
of  a  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  by  the  Acton  Subdivision  Rules  and 
Regulations.  The  applications  for  a  PCRC  Special  Permit  and  for 
approval  of  a  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  shall  be  filed  concurrently. 
To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  the  Planning  Board  shall  consider  both 
applications  at  the  same  time. 

9.5  Planning  Board  Action  —  In  evaluating  the  proposed  PCRC,  the 
Planning  Board  shall  consider  the  general  purpose  and  objectives  of 
this  Bylaw;  the  existing  and  probable  future  development  of  sur- 
rounding areas;  the  appropriateness  of  the  proposed  layout  of 
STREETS,  ways,  LOTS  and  STRUCTURES;  the  proposed  layout 
and  USE  of  the  Common  Land  in  relation  to  the  proposed  DWELL- 
ING UNITS  in  the  PCRC,  the  topography,  soils  and  other  character- 
istics and  resources  of  the  TRACT  OF  LAND  in  question.  The 
Planning  Board  may  grant  a  special  permit  for  a  PCRC  if  it  finds  that 
the  PCRC: 

a)  complies  in  all  respects  to  the  applicable  requirements  of 
this  Bylaw  and  enhances  the  purpose  and  intent  of  Planned 
Conservation  Residential  Community  Development, 

b)  is  in  harmony  with  the  existing  and  probable  future  USES 
of  the  area  and  with  the  character  of  the  surrounding  area 
and  neighborhood,  and 

c)  complies  with  the  requirements  of  Section  1 0.3.5. 

The  Planning  Board  may  require  changes  to  the  "PCRC  Site  Plan"  and 
impose  additional  conditions,  safeguards  and  limitations  as  it  deems  necessary  to 
secure  the  objectives  of  this  Bylaw,  including  without  limitation,  any  conditions, 
safeguards  or  limitations  listed  in  Section  10.3.6. 

9.6  Standards  for  PCRCs 

9.6.1  Permitted  USES  —  Permitted  USES  in  a  PCRC  shall  be  any 
USE  permitted  in  the  underlying  Zoning  District,  as  well  as 
ACCESSORY  USES  typically  associated  with  residential 
USES,  owned  and  operated  by  the  owner  of  the  PCRC  or  the 
residents  within  the  PCRC,  such  as  building  and  grounds 
maintenance  facilities,  wastewater  disposal  facilities,  recre- 
ation facilities,  or  club  houses. 

9.6.2  Area  and  Dimensional  Regulations: 

9.6.2.1  PCRC  Site  Area  —  The  TRACT  OF  LAND  for  a 
PCRC  must  contain  a  minimum  area  of  8  acres. 

9.6.2.2  Setback  Requirements  —  There  shall  be  no  mini- 
mum LOT  area,  FRONTAGE,  LOT  width  or  yard 
requirements  within  a  PCRC  provided,  however, 
that  the  Planning  Board  may  impose  appropriate 
conditions  on  the  location  of  BUILDINGS  and 
STRUCTURES.  No  residential  BUILDING  shall 
be  located  within  1 5  feet  of  a  public  way,  private 
way,  or  common  drive,  or  within  30  feet  of  the 
boundary  line  of  the  PCRC  or  the  Common  Land 
and  the  minimum  distance  between  residential 
BUILDINGS  within  the  Planned  Conservation 
Residential  Community  shall  be  20  feel.  The  Plan- 
ning Board  may  require  larger  setbacks  and  dis- 
tances, and  it  may  permit  smaller  setbacks  and 
distances  if  it  finds  that  such  smaller  setbacks  will 
not  detract  from  the  purpose  and  intent  of  a  PCRC. 

9.6.2.3  Number  of  DWELLING  UNITS  —  The  maxi- 
mum nunioer  of  DWELLING  UNITS  permitted 
in  a  PCRC  shall  be; 
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a)  In  the  R-2  District:  1  DWELLING  UNIT  per 
20,000  square  Icctofareaofthe  TRACT  OF 
LAND  on  which  the  PCRC  is  located,  in- 
cluding the  Common  Land. 

b)  In  the  R-4  and  R-8/4  Districts:  1  DWELL- 
ING UNIT  per  40,000  square  feet  of  area  of 
the  TRACT  OF  LAND  on  which  the  PCRC 
is  located,  including  the  Common  Land. 

c)  In  the  R-8  and  R- 1 0/8  Districts:  I  DWELL- 
ING UNIT  per  80,000  square  feet  of  area  of 
the  TRACT  OF  LAND  on  which  the  PCRC 
is  located,  including  the  Common  Land. 

d)  In  the  R  IO  District:  I  DWELLING  UNIT 
per  100,000  square  feet  of  area  of  the 
TRACT  OF  LAND  on  which  the  PCRC  is 
located,  including  the  Common  Land. 

e)  In  the  AFFORDABLE  Housing  Overlay 
District  —  Sub- Districts  A  and  B:  The  num- 
ber of  DWELLING  UNITS  may  be  in- 
crea.sed  pursuant  to  the  formulas  provided  in 
Section  4.4.3.1  and  subject  to  the  require- 
ments of  Sections  4.4.5,  4.4.6,  4.4.7,  4.4.8 
and  4.4.9.  The  inclusion  of  AFFORDABLE 
DWELLING  UNITS  in  compliance  with  the 
above  referenced  Sections  of  this  Bylaw 
shall  be  authorized  under  a  Special  Permit 
for  a  PCRC. 

9.6.2.4  BUILDING  Requirements  —  There  shall  be  no 
more  than  four  DWELLING  UNITS,  plus  two 
garage  spaces  per  DWELLING  UNIT,  in  any 
residential  BUILDING.  The  overall  length  of  any 
residential  BUILDING  shall  not  exceed  200  feet. 
Each  DWELLING  UNIT  shall  have  two  separate 
exterior  entrances  at  ground  level. 

9.6.2.5  Parking  Requirements  —  A  minimum  of  2  parking 
spaces  per  DWELLING  UNIT  including  garages 
shall  be  provided. 

9.6.2.6  Stormwater  Runoff  —  The  peak  rate  of 
stormwater  runoff  from  a  PCRC  shall  not  exceed 
the  rate  existing  prior  to  the  new  construction 
based  on  a  10  year  design  storm. 

/' 

9.6.3      Common  Land  Standards: 

9.6.3. 1  Dimensional  Requirements  for  the  Common  Land 
—  In  a  PCRC,  at  least  sixty  percent  (60%)  of  the 
land  shall  be  set  aside  as  Common  Land  for  the  use 
of  the  PCRC  residents  or  the  general  public.  The 
following  additional  requirements  shall  apply: 

a)  The  minimum  required  area  of  the  Common 
Land  shall  not  contain  a  greater  percentage 
of  wetlands,  as  defined  in  M.G.L.  Chapter 
131,  Section  40,  than  the  percentage  of  wet- 
lands found  in  the  overall  TRACT  OF 
LAND  on  which  the  PCRC  is  located. 

b)  Common  Land  shall  be  planned  as  large, 
contiguous  parcels  whenever  possible. 
Strips  or  narrow  parcels  of  Common  Land 
shall  be  permitted  only  when  necessary  for 
ACCESS,  or  if  the  Planning  Board  finds  that 
a  vegetated  buffer  strip  along  the  site's  pe- 
rimeter is  appropriate  and  consistent  with 
the  purpose  and  intent  of  PCRC  develop- 
ment. Common  Land  may  be  set  aside  in 
more  than  one  parcel  provided  that  the  size, 
shape  and  location  of  such  parcels  are  suit- 
able for  the  designated  USES. 


c)  If  the  TRACT  OF  LAND  abuts  adjacent 
Common  Land  or  undeveloped  LOTS,  the 
Common  Land  shall  be  connected  with  such 
adjacent  Common  Land  and  with  such  unde- 
veloped abutting  LOTS. 

d)  The  Common  Land  shall  include  adequate 
upland  ACCESS  from  a  way  or  STREET,  at 
least  40  feet  wide. 

9.6.3 .2  USE  of  the  Common  Land  —  The  Common  Land 
shall  be  dedicated  and  used  for  conservation,  his- 
toric preservation  and  education,  outdoor  educa- 
tion, recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horti- 
culture, forestry,  or  for  a  combination  of  those 
USES.  No  other  USES  shall  be  allowed  in  the 
Common  Land,  except  as  provided  for  herein: 

a)  The  proposed  USE  of  the  Common  Land 
shall  be  specified  on  a  Land  Use  Plan  and 
appropriate  dedications  and  restrictions 
shall  be  part  of  the  deed  to  the  Common 
Land.  The  Planning  Board  shall  have  the 
authority  to  approve  or  disapprove  particu- 
lar USES  proposed  for  the  Common  Land  in 
order  to  enhance  the  specific  purposes  of 
PCRC  Development. 

b)  The  Common  Land  shall  remain  unbuilt 
upon,  provided  that  an  overall  maximum  of 
five  (5)  percent  of  such  land  may  be  subject 
to  pavement  and  STRUCTURES  accessory 
to  the  dedicated  USE  or  USES  of  the  Com- 
mon Land. 

c)  In  addition,  a  portion  of  the  Common  Land 
may  also  be  used  for  the  construction  of 
leaching  areas,  if  associated  with  septic  dis- 
posal systems  serving  the  PCRC,  and  if  such 
USE,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Planning  Board, 
enhances  the  specific  purpose  of  PCRC  De- 
velopment and  promotes  better  overall  site 
planning.  Septic  disposal  easements  shall  be 
no  larger  than  reasonably  necessary.  If  any 
portion  of  the  Common  Land  is  used  for  the 
purpose  of  such  leaching  areas,  the  Planning 
Board  shall  require  adequate  assurances  and 
covenants  that  such  facilities  shall  be  main- 
tained by  the  LOT  owners  within  the  PCRC. 

d)  In  addition,  a  portion  of  the  Common  Land 
may  also  be  used  for  ways  serving  as  pedes- 
trian walks,  bicycle  paths,  and  emergency 
access  or  egress  to  the  PCRC  or  adjacent 
land,  if  such  a  USE,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Planning  Board,  enhances  the  general  pur- 
pose of  this  Bylaw  and  enhances  better  site 
and  community  planning,  and  if  the  Plan- 
ning Board  finds  that  adequate  assurances 
and  covenants  exist,  to  ensure  proper  main- 
tenance of  such  facilities  by  the  owner  of  the 
Common  Land. 

9.6.3.3  Ownership  of  the  Common  Land  -  The  Common 
Land  shall  be  conveyed  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the 
Town  of  Acton  and  accepted  by  it,  or  to  a  non- 
profit organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which 
is  the  conservation  of  open  space  and/or  any  of  the 
purposes  and  USES  to  which  the  Common  Land 
may  be  dedicated.  The  Common  Land  may  also  be 
conveyed  to  a  corporation  or  trust  owned  or  to  be 
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owned  by  the  owners  of  DWELLING  UNITS 
within  the  PCRC.  The  Planning  Board  shall  ap- 
prove the  form  of  ownership  of  the  Common 
Land.  If  the  Common  Land  or  any  portion  thereof 
is  not  conveyed  to  the  Town  of  Acton,  a  perpetual 
restriction,  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and 
enforceable  by  the  Town  of  Acton,  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  USE  of  such  land,  providing  in 
substance  that  the  land  be  kept  in  its  open  or 
natural  slate  and  that  the  land  shall  not  be  built 
upon  or  developed  or  used  except  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  a  PCRC  as  set  forth  herein 
and,  if  applicable,  as  further  specified  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Planning  Board  governing  the  indi- 
vidual PCRC.  The  proposed  ownership  of  all 
Common  Land  shall  be  shown  on  the  Land  Use 
Plan  for  the  PCRC.  At  the  time  of  its  conveyance, 
the  Common  Land  shall  be  free  of  all  encum- 
brances, mortgages,  tax  liens  or  other  claims, 
except  as  to  easements,  restrictions  and  encum- 
brances required  or  permitted  by  this  Bylaw. 

9.7  STREETS,  Utilities  and  Lighting  -  Whether  or  not  the  Planned 
Conservation  Residential  Community  is  a  subdivision,  all  STREETS 
and  ways  whether  public  or  private,  wastewater  disposal  and  drainage 
facilities  and  utilities  shall  be  designed  and  constructed  in  compliance 
with  the  Town  of  Acton  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations,  as 
amended.  Special  exception(s)  to  the  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions may  be  authorized  by  the  Planning  Board  in  granting  a  special 
permit  hereunder  provided  the  Board  determines  such  exception(s)  is 
in  the  public  interest  and  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of 
Section  9.1.  The  Planning  Board  may  impose  appropriate  standards 
for  all  outdoor  lighting  within  a  PCRC. 

9.8  Revisions  and  Amendments  of  "PCRC  Site  Plans"  -  Any  change  in  the 
layout  of  STREETS  and  ways,  in  the  configuration  of  the  Common 
Land,  in  the  ownership  or  USE  of  the  Common  Land,  or  any  other 
change  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Building  Commissioner,  would 
significantly  alter  the  character  of  the  PCRC,  shall  require  the  written 
approval  of  the  Planning  Board.  The  Planning  Board  may,  upon  its 
own  determination,  require  a  new  special  permit  and  hold  a  public 
hearing  pursuant  to  Section  10.3  of  this  Bylaw,  if  it  finds  that  the 
proposed  changes  are  substantial  in  nature  and  of  public  concern. 

9.9  Previously  Approved  PCRC  Developments  -  Nothing  herein  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  orderly  completion  of  any  PCRC  develop- 
ment previously  approved  in  whole  or  in  part  within  a  PCRC  Zoning 
District.  The  PCRC  Zoning  District  shall  remain  in  effect  where 
previously  established,  and  any  PCRC  development  within  such 
district  shall  be  subject  to  the  Zoning  Bylaw  in  effect  at  the  time  when 
the  applicable  portion  of  such  district  was  established.  However,  the 
Planning  Board  may  authorize  BUILDING  setbacks,  BUILDING 
dimensions  and  arrangement  of  garages  in  accordance  with  Sections 
9.6.2.2  and  9.6.2.4  of  this  Bylaw. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  NIEMYSKI  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
2^ning  Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


1 0.3.6.9  Installation  of  sidewalks  along  the  entire  FRONT- 
AGE of  a  LOT  and  of  other  walkways  and  paths  as 
it  deems  necessary  to  accommodate  the  safe 
movement  of  pedestrians  and  bicyclists.  Such  a 
sidewalk  or  other  walkways  or  paths  may  be 
located  on  the  LOT  or  within  the  layout  of  the 
STREET  and  shall  be  designed  to  connect  with 
existing  sidewalks  on  adjacent  LOTS,  if  any.  Side- 
walks, walkways  or  paths  shall  be  designed  and 
constructed  according  to  standards  established  in 
the  Town  of  Acton  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, except  when  otherwise  approved  by  the 
Special  Permit  Granting  Authority. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HILL  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set 
forth  in  the  Article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  1 1  USE  OF  FUNDS  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  of  Free  Cash  which  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  I, 
1991,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  no  action  be  taken. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  12*         HURRICANE  APPROPRIATION 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vole  to  accept  from  the  Federal  Government 
reimbursement  for  costs  incurred  as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Bob;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reimbursement 
from  the  Federal  Government  and  that  such  amount  be  used  to  reimburse  the 
Municipal  Services  line  item  of  the  Town's  budget. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


At  8:40  P.M.  Mr.  Lake  moved  to  adjourn  the  special  town  meeting. 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

*Denotes  placement  on  the  Consent  Calendar,  see  Consent  motions  appearing  on 
first  page. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  VOTERS  CHECKED  IN  TO  THIS  MEETING  WAS  124 

Tellers  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  were  Tony  Ammendolia,  Ann 
Chang,  Belle  Choate,  Elsa  Collins,  Craig  Fingerman,  Eldon  Fisher,  Bill  Gately, 
Tom  Geagan,  Moe  Joyal,  Charies  Kadlec.  Jack  Ormsbee,  Bea  Perkins,  Paul 
Poppert,  Bill  Reich,  Kay  Reich,  Ray  Shamel,  Bill  Smith,  Norm  Veenstra,  Patty 
Ward  and  Betsy  Wilson. 


The  following  article  was  "Held"  and  not  passed  as  a  Consent  Motion. 

ARTICLE  10  SIDEWALKS 

(Requires  2/3  Vote) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 
Add  new  section  10.3.6.9  as  follows: 
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EDUCATION  REPORTS 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FINANCIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

A  fundamental  objective  of  the  Acton  and  Acton- 
Boxborough  Schools'  budget  process  has  been  and  continues  to 
be  to  manage  the  school  systems"  financial  pressures,  rather  than 
be  managed  by  them.  However,  in  the  1990-91  school  year,  the 
schools  faced  a  watershed  more  worrisome  than  any  encountered 
in  the  past  ten  years. 

Even  though  it  appeared  that  the  slope  was  steeper  and  the 
cliff  closer  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  the  budgets  proposed 
retained  the  stature  of  our  academic  and  extracurricular  pro- 
grams, reflected  prudent  financial  planning,  exemplified  creative 
and  sound  management  of  our  resources  and  were  consistent  with 
the  Acton  Coordinating  Committee's  FY'92  budget  guidelines. 

Increases  in  the  cost  of  health  care,  special  education 
tuition  and  utilities  combined  with  decreases  in  revenue  were 
matters  of  considerable  concern.  State  aid  to  cities  and  towns 
(including  schools)  were  cut  the  past  two  years  and  continues  to 
be  a  threat  for  succeeding  years.  Local  revenue  was  down  due  to 
a  decline  in  "new  growth"  and  significant  decreases  in  excise  tax 
income.  For  the  1990-91  school  year,  we  did  not  operate  in  a 
crisis  mode.  Further  significant  reductions  of  revenue,  however, 
would  have  required  significant  adjustments  in  our  schools' 
programs. 

As  has  been  true  the  past  two  years,  two  separate  budgets 
were  prepared  for  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Dis- 
trict and  the  Acton  Public  School  System.  The  FY'92  "A"  budget 
anticipated  the  need  for  a  $1.2  million  override  in  the  town  of 
Acton,  as  well  as  frozen  salary  accounts  and  level  funding  of  state 
aid  -  goals  which  were  obtained.  Specifically,  the  increases  in  the 
regional  and  local  budgets  (FY'92  over  FY'91)  were  3.4%  and 
4.2%  respectively. 

Among  the  monetary  factors  which  put  a  great  strain  on  our 
ability  to  maintain  existing  programs  were: 

1)  an  increase  in  health  insurance  costs  ($386,545); 

2)  an  increase  in  utility  costs  ($163,531);  and 

3)  an  increase  in  special  education  tuition  and  transpor- 
tation costs  ($181,909). 

The  continued  strong  support  of  our  extracurricular  pro- 
grams by  citizens  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  through  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Student  Activity  Fund  ($60,000)  helped  to  offset 
increases  in  these  programs. 


Practically  speaking,  at  the  local  level,  additional  effective 
creative  revenue  measures  appeared  to  be  non-existent  except  for 
K-12  regionalization  with  Maynard  which  was  defeated  by 
Acton  voters.  Realistically,  the  need  to  provide  more  equal 
educational  opportunities  for  young  people  in  Massachusetts  will 
probably  mean  less  money  in  the  future  from  the  state  for 
communities  such  as  ours  and  more  money  for  the  less  affluent 
towns  and  cities  of  the  Commonwealth.  Thus,  it  does  appear  that 
the  citizens  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  are  going  to  have  to 
shoulder  a  larger  portion  of  the  cost  of  our  schools  if  we  are  to 
maintain  the  programs  and  level  of  services  to  which  we  are 
accustomed. 

Finally,  the  quest  for  excellence  requires  perseverance, 
vision  and  financial  resources  to  pursue  the  options  before  us. 
Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  are  committed  to  this  effort,  and 
we  are  confident  that  you  share  in  this  commitment  as  well.  An 
excellent  school  system  requires  an  outstanding  faculty,  dedi- 
cated students,  committed  school  committee  members  and  a 
supportive  community.  Above  all,  a  strong  school  community  is 
imbued  with  a  tremendous  spirit  -  a  spirit  which  is  simultaneously 
cohesive  and  inspirational. 

ENROLLMENT 

The  elementary  school  enrollment  from  October  1, 1990  to 
October  1, 1991  has  increased  from  1668  to  1800  (+132).  Tuition 
students  (now  "school  choice")  have  increased  from  14  to  31 
(+17).  Kindergarten  enrollment  continues  to  increase  signifi- 
cantly with  an  additional  30  children  over  last  years'  class.  In  fact, 
kindergarten  enrollment  is  up  nearly  150%  since  1986  (201  to 
296  in  five  years).  The  Junior  High  School  enrollment  has  grown 
from  586  to  599  (+13)  during  this  period  with  an  increase  of  19 
(6  to  25)  tuition  students.  The  High  School  numbers  have  gone 
from  1079  to  1 123  (+44)  with  64  tuition  students,  up  from  35 
(+29)  a  year  ago. 

PERSONNEL 

The  Acton  Public  and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  staff 
continue  to  be  involved  in  a  variety  of  college  and  in-service 
courses  and  workshops,  which  stimulate  professional  growth. 
Internally,  the  elementary  staff  is  focusing  on  Developmental 
Education  with  a  very  active  staff  steering  committee  and  Jinni 
Chalmers  helping  as  a  consultant.  A  committed  group  of  teachers 
(primarily  at  the  Junior  High)  continue  to  collaborate  and  grow 
while  studying  the  "Centered  Teacher".  Another  group  of  Re- 
gional staff  are  working  with  Kathleen  Butler  who  is  leading  a 
series  of  in-service  workshops  on  "Learning  and  Teaching 
Style".  The  entire  staff  was  stimulated  during  the  Professional 
Day  in  October  by  some  outside  consultants  and  in-house  staff 
discussing  ways  to  better  understand  and  work  with  students. 
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FACULTY  EXTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 

The  Faculty  Externship  Program,  established  in  June, 
1988,  provided  placements  for  the  1990-91  school  year  in  busi- 
ness for  three  faculty  members:  David  Curren  at  MIT  -  Lincoln 
Laboratory,  Emma  Catalini  at  W.R.  Grace  and  Co.  and  Claudia 
Abramson  at  D.C.  Health.  Participants  salaries  and  benefits  are 
paid  by  the  companies  and  their  seniority  associated  with  public 
school  employment  is  maintained  during  their  business  place- 
ments. The  teachers  received  practical  experience  in  manage- 
ment strategies  which  can  support  school-based  restructuring 
and  improvement,  a  greater  insight  into  workplace  skills  ex- 
pected of  public  school  graduates,  opportunities  to  refine  their 
own  content  area  knowledge  and  teaching  skills  and  experienced 
an  accelerated  professional  growth.  The  personal  contacts  of  the 
externs  have  strengthened  developing  school-community  part- 
nerships as  well  as  providing  impetus  for  the  establishment  of 
new  ones.  The  1991-92  school  year  finds  three  more  faculty 
members  out  on  externships  -  Anne  Smith,  Frances  Boyle  and 
Melanie  Appelle. 

PUPIL  SERVICES 

The  following  reflect  new  activities  and  developments  in 
the  Pupil  Services  areas: 

•  The  high  school  Student  Assistance  Program  has  entered 
its  second  year  of  operation.  The  Team  consists  of  teachers, 
a  counselor,  school  psychologist,  school  nurse,  health 
educator,  and  a  community  liaison.  The  program  goals 
include:  to  identify  students  with  significant  learning, 
emotional  or  health  and  safety  problems;  to  assist  troubled 
students  by  referring  them  to  appropriate  resources  within 
the  school  and  in  the  community  at  large;  and  to  offer 
continued  support  to  students  and  parents. 

•  Following  a  site  visit  by  a  team  representing  the  American 
Speech,  Language,  and  Hearing  Association  (ASHA),  the 
Speech  and  Language  Department  was  awarded  accredita- 
tion by  the  Professional  Services  Board  of  ASHA  for  five 
years,  commencing  April  1 ,  1 99 1 .  The  program  was  com- 
mended for  exceeding  published,  stringent  national  stan- 
dards in  many  respects  and  for  achievements  in  areas  such 
as:  excellent  qualifications  and  dedication  of  the  staff; 
management  and  leadership  skills;  effective  organiza- 
tional structure  and  open  communication  among  staff; 
excellent  visibility  of  staff  and  administrative  support 
received  by  the  program;  mentoring  system  for  new  em- 
ployees; and  ongoing  attention  by  staff  to  develop  and 
achieve  programmatic  goals  and  objectives. 

•  Health  Department  staff  have  distributed  and  introduced  to 
school  personnel  a  revised  comprehensive  Health  Proce- 
dures Manual.  Health  and  safety  training  activities  for 
elementary  school  office  staff,  lunch  and  recess  aides,  and 
other  interested  individuals  are  being  scheduled. 


•  Chapter  I  services  at  the  regional  level  have  been  expanded 
to  include  a  program  of  study  skills  at  the  senior  high 
school.  Based  on  a  needs  assessment,  a  mini  studies  skill 
course  will  be  presented  along  with  individualized  assis- 
tance for  students  identified  in  specific  courses. 

•  The  Special  Education  Departments  (elementary  and  sec- 
ondary) have  been  involved  in  piloting  a  range  of  integra- 
tion opportunities  for  students  with  special  education 
needs,  including  co-teaching  models,  individual  and  small 
group  support  within  classrooms,  and  expanded  opportu- 
nities for  teacher  collaboration.  Professional  development 
activities  have  focused  on  the  topic  of  integration  via  in- 
service  programs  and  teacher  meetings,  as  well  as  oppor- 
tunities to  visit  other  school  systems  and  attend  area 
workshops.  In  October,  the  theme  of  the  system-wide 
professional  day,  "Meeting  the  Needs  of  All  Students", 
was  well-received. 

FACILITIES  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

In  addition  to  the  usual  maintenance  projects,  necessary 
gas  services  were  installed  (manpower  supplied  by  Boston  Gas, 
the  Acton  Highway  Department  and  school  stafO  as  the  first  step 
in  another  cost  savings  energy  project,  and  major  renovations 
were  made  to  the  high  school  pool  area.  The  contract  for  the  first 
phase  of  the  Energy  Project,  conversion  of  the  schools'  boilers 
from  oil  to  gas,  was  awarded  to  George  T.  Wilkinson,  Inc.  This 
portion  of  the  energy  project  will  be  completed  and  totally 
operational  by  early  1992. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 

The  Summer  School  completed  its  courses  in  August. 
Enrollment  declined  somewhat  in  1991  although  over  190  stu- 
dents were  enrolled  in  courses  for  grades  K-12.  Ninety  of  the 
students  attended  for  enrichment  purposes.  Thirteen  teaching 
interns  form  the  UM ASS/MESTEP  program  were  hosted  by  the 
program,  three  of  which  are  teaching  the  in  Regional  Schools  this 
year. 

THE  VISUAL  ARTS 
The  Visual  Art  Department  sponsored  a  variety  of  exciting 
events  this  past  year.  At  both  the  elementary  and  secondary 
levels,  students  had  an  opportunity  to  work  with  visiting  artists, 
attend  fine  art  museums  and  participate  in  an  impressive  arts 
festival.  Additional  enrichment  opportunities  provided  at  the 
secondary  level  included  after  school  art  clubs,  "Art  All  State", 
and  selective  acceptance  in  advanced  courses  offered  at  Boston 
University ,  The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  Massachusetts  College 
of  Art.  They  also  participated  in  competitive  events  such  as  the 
Senior  Creativity  Contest  and  The  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art 
Award  Contest.  This  past  vear,  a  significant  number  of  students 
received  high  awards  and  recognition  in  these  competitive 
events. 


74 


CURRICULUM  AND  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT 

Several  Research  and  Development  Projects  were  com- 
pleted during  the  summer  including: 

Eileen  Sullivan,  Jennie  Johnson,  Virginia  LoDuca, 
Geraldine  Healy,  Marcia  Fitzgerald,  Sylvia  Nelson  and  Pat 
Terris  reviewed  a  fourth  grade  experimental  social  studies  unit  to 
evaluate  their  efforts  and  to  collaborate  on  the  design  of  the 
program. 

Rosemary  Dow,  Loanne  Keene,  Timothy  Nolan  and 
Whitney  Davis  developed  interdisciplinary  lessons  integrating 
math  and  art,  math  and  science,  and  math  and  social  studies  at  the 
Junior  High. 

Sue  Ann  Thyng  and  Liz  Mackay  developed  the  Studio  Art 
Curriculum  into  a  two-semester  prerequisite  course;  advanced 
studio  drawing  and  painting  curriculum  was  augmented;  and 
computer  graphics  curriculum  was  developed  for  the  junior  high 
school  students. 

Bill  Noeth,  Bob  Mahoney,  George  Munroe,  Paul  Yansak, 
Niki  Veley,  Dan  Dion  and  Emma  Catalini  analyzed  the  course 
content  of  average  and  above  average  mathematics  curricula  and 
investigated  software  that  can  be  run  on  the  NEC  computers  and 
effectively  used  in  high  school  mathematics  classes. 

Joean  Doherty,  Maria  Vallier,  Marjorie  Tessier  and 
Pamela  Knapp  completed  a  foreign  language  project  in  which 
proficiency  guidelines  were  written  for  reading,  writing,  listen- 
ing, speaking  and  cultural  awareness  for  grades  7-12. 

Nancy  Cohen,  Dan  Madden,  Helen  Rhodes,  Carlene 
Phillips,  Joe  Marashio,  Kathy  Bowen,  Mark  Smith  and  Jacalyn 
Starr  participated  in  a  workshop  to  formalize  materials  and 
procedures  for  the  newly  formed  Student  Assistance  Team  at  the 
High  School. 

Donna  Carleton  and  Jane  Starr  worked  together  to  develop 
an  English  curriculum  they  will  co-teach  in  the  fall. 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Acton  Public  Schools  has  continued 
to  grow  (two  kindergarten  classes  were  added  this  year)  and  is 
anticipated  to  increase  until  1995. 

All  four  elementary  schools  -  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates  and 
McCarthy-Towne  have  experienced  similar  highlights  this  past 
year.  Each  has: 

•  Begun  to  address  its  space  needs  for  the  coming  years. 

•  A  vital  parent  organization  (PTO,  PTC,  PAC,  PTSO)  that 
played  an  active  role  in  the  life  of  its  school.  These 
organizations  sponsored  numerous  assembly  programs 
that  enriched  their  school's  cultural  and  aesthetic  life  with 


musicians,  story  tellers,  and  other  performers.  The  parent 
groups  raised  funds  for  school-wide  projects,  provided 
volunteers  for  many  in-and-out-of-class  activities,  tasks 
and  services,  and  staffed  the  "Safe  Arrival"  hotlines.  The 
parent  groups  also  sponsored  school  newsletters,  ice  cream 
socials  and  welcomed  newcomers  in  some  way. 

•  A  number  of  whole  school  events  such  as  an  orientation 
program  for  kindergarten  parents  and  children  as  the 
school  year  begins,  back-to-school  night  open  houses  in 
the  fall,  and  a  Memorial  Day  Program  in  the  spring. 

•  A  faculty  who  had  students  use  computers  in  their  class- 
rooms as  well  as  at  the  Merriam  School  computer  lab. 
Computers  were  used  by  students  in  the  writing/compos- 
ing process,  as  a  way  to  enrich  or  extend  learning  in  various 
curricular  areas  and  to  strengthen  their  learning  of  concepts 
and  practice  of  skills. 

•  A  faculty  who  encouraged  students  to  be  actors,  singers, 
and  musicians  in  a  variety  of  performance  settings.  A  large 
number  of  students  in  grades  five  and  six  of  each  school 
participated  in  the  instrumental  band. 

•  A  faculty  who  participated  in  professional  development 
through  one  or  more  of  these  activities:  pursuing  formal 
course  work,  being  involved  in  systemwide  curriculum 
and  instruction  review  and  improvement  projects,  partici- 
pating in  the  system's  professional  development  day,  and 
attending  professional  conferences  and  workshops.  In  ad- 
dition, many  faculty  in  each  school  worked  with  student 
teachers.  Through  their  actions,  the  faculty  again  showed 
that  they  are  truly  committed  to  the  concept  of  being  "life 
long  learners". 

•  Physical  education  Project  Challenge  (a.k.a.  Project  Ad- 
venture) Program  throughout  the  grades  and  some  sort  of 
activity/field/games  day  in  the  spring. 

•  Enrolled  a  few  students  from  surrounding  communities 
who  are  participating  in  the  School  Choice  Program. 

•  A  reception  or  event  of  some  sort  to  celebrate  and  honor  the 
parents  and  volunteers  who  assisted  each  school  during  the 
school  year. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

The  opening  of  school  in  September,  1991  sawR.J.  Grey's 
enrollment  jump  to  599  students  with  the  addition  of  25  students 
from  surrounding  communities  enrolled  under  the  School  Choice 
Law  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  August.  These  new  students 
have  been  fully  integrated  into  the  school  community  with  all  its 
challenges  and  opportunities. 
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Some  of  these  opportunities  included  students  being  in- 
volved in  activities  that  helped  them  to  understand  and  appreciate 
those  around  them.  The  Student  Council  sponsored  "Apprecia- 
tion Days"  for  teachers,  custodians,  cafeteria  workers,  and  ad- 
ministrators along  with  a  "Student  Appreciation  Day"  when 
fellow  students  were  honored  for  their  participation  in  events  at 
school.  Their  caring  and  concern  was  also  expressed  by  sponsor- 
ing a  clothing  drive,  a  food  drive  where  over  3,000  cans  were 
collected  and  several  events  that  were  designed  to  raise  money 
for  charitable  organizations. 

Another  activity  that  should  be  highlighted  was  the  very 
successful  Foreign  Language  Week  that  offered  a  variety  of 
events,  displays  and  contests  that  helped  students  and  staff  alike 
have  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  world  about  them.  The  students 
watched  a  war  on  television,  and  rapid  changes  in  world  affairs 
have  also  given  them  a  different  perspective  of  their  world. 

On  the  scholastic  front,  our  students  continued  to  excel. 
Several  were  honored  for  their  outstanding  contribution  in  art 
(Boston  Globe  Art  Awards)  and  music  (Junior  District).  In  the 
National  French  Contest,  one-third  of  the  winners  from  this 
region  were  R.J.  Grey  students;  similar  results  were  obtained  in 
the  National  Spanish  Contest. 

Miss  Cindy  Patton,  teacher  of  science,  was  named  a  recipi- 
ent of  the  Heroes  in  American  Education  Award  sponsored  by 
Readers  Digest.  Miss  Patton  was  awarded  $500  and  the  school 
$2,000,  which  was  used  to  improve  instruction. 

SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

In  view  of  the  changes  in  administration  and  the  School 
Committee  hearings,  which  followed  the  completion  of  the  ten- 
year  evaluation  and  report  of  the  NEASC  Visiting  Committee,  it 
would  be  easy  to  lose  sight  of  the  many  positive  aspects  of  that 
evaluation.  ABRHS  was  once  again  accredited  and  the  Visiting 
Committee  report  contains  many  commendations  on  all  facets  of 
the  school  -  physical  plant,  philosophy,  curriculum,  services  and 
student  activities. 

The  appointment  last  July  of  an  interim  Administrator  in 
Charge  of  the  High  School  and  the  subsequent  filling  of  the 
second  Vice  Principal  vacancy,  initiated  a  period  of  transition, 
and  hopefully,  healing  and  revitalization.  A  primary  focus  for 
administration  and  staff  during  the  past  six  months  has  been  on 
communication  and  the  development  of  positive  professional 
relationships  in  an  atmosphere  of  openness,  consideration  and 
trust.  Another  has  been  an  increased  faculty  involvement  in 
planning  and  decision-making,  with  regard  first  to  the  establish- 
ment of  immediate  and  longer  term  goals  for  the  school. 

Through  the  long  period  of  tension  and  anxiety,  faculty  and 
staff  have  maintained  a  positive  learning  environment,  and 
provided  challenging  learning  experiences  for  our  students. 
Student  achievements,  in  turn,  have  continued  to  be  noteworthy, 
as  in  the  past.  Among  them  were  the  following: 


•  Post  Secondary  Education  —  Of  the  258  members  of  the 

Class  of  1 99 1 , 242  (94% )  planned  to  go  on  to  colleges  and 
specialized  schools.  This  is  the  highest  percentage  on 
record  at  Acton-Boxborough.  Graduates  will  be  attend- 
ing schools  and  colleges  in  25  different  states,  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  in  Ireland. 

•  Standardized  Test  Results  —  Average  SAT  scores  for 

1991  seniors  again  exceeded  those  of  state  and  national 
populations.  This  is  a  significant  since  98%  of  AB  stu- 
dents take  the  SAT's  compared  to  the  state  average  of 
72%  and  the  national  average  of  40%  taking  the  test. 

Seniors  scored  an  average  of  551  on  all  achievement  tests 
of  the  CEEB  as  compared  with  a  state  average  of  52 1  and 
a  national  average  of  547.  57%  of  our  graduates  take  at 
least  one  achievement  test  while  only  about  8%  nation- 
ally do  so. 

1991  seniors  averaged  3.87  on  the  Advanced  Placement 
Examinations  vs.  3.06  nationally;  88%  qualified  for 
college  credit  vs.  66%  nationally;  32%  had  the  highest 
possible  score  vs.  12%  nationally. 

•  National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  —  Six  mem- 

bers of  the  Class  of  1991  achieved  semi-finalist  recogni- 
tion. Twenty-six  others  received  Letters  of  Commenda- 
tion. 

•  National  Honor  Society  —  Eighty-two  members  of  the 

current  senior  class  (29%)  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  entrance  into  the  National  Honor  Society. 

•  National  Foreign  Language  Honor  Societies  —  In  1 99 1 

thirty-five  ABRHS  students  distinguished  themselves  by 
qualifying  for  membership  in  local  chapters  of  the  Na- 
tional French,  Spanish,  Latin,  or  Russian  Honor  Societ- 
ies. 

•  Academic  Decathlon  Team  —  In  its  second  year  this  team 

achieved  second  place  in  the  state  at  the  Finals  Competi- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1991.  It  took  first  place  in  the  fall  of 
1991  preliminary  round.  The  team  won  19  individual 
medals,  including  that  for  overall  state  high  scoring,  won 
by  Brian  Kumnick.  Thirty-nine  students,  representing  all 
grade-point  averages,  are  on  the  team. 

•  Mathematics  Team  —  In  the  1990-91  school  year,  this 

team  finished  third  in  state-wide  competition.  Five  stu- 
dents, Jason  Breslau,  Patrick  Neschleba,  Benjamin  Scar- 
let, Stacie  Mitsis  and  Brian  Kumnick  -  were  finalists  in 
the  October,  1991  Math  Olympiad  exam. 

•  Science  Team  —  The  1 990-9 1  team  was  fourth  in  the  West 

Suburban  League  (14  teams)  and  seventh  in  the  state 
Science  Olympiad. 
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le     •   Sports  -  The  ABRHS  athletic  program  continues  to  be 
ranked  in  the  top  five  in  Massachusetts.  With  over  700 
11  participants,  the  1990-91  fall,  winter  and  spring  teams 

t  placed  second  in  Division  II  in  the  Boston  Globe  Dalton 

I  Trophy  rankings.  Of  particular  note  were  the  State  Cham- 

pionships achieved  by  the  Boys  Swim  and  Boys  Gymnas- 
tics teams.  The  Boys  Basketball  team  also  reached  the 
r  state  final  game  at  Boston  Garden.  A  Dual  County 

I  League  Sportsmanship  award  was  given  to  all  the  spring 

teams.  This  fall  the  girls  Swim  Team  achieved  Dual 
f  County  North  Sectional  and  State  Championship  status 

and  the  Boys  Soccer  Team  was  Dual  County  League 
Champion.  Boys  and  Girls  Soccer,  Girls  Field  Hockey 
and  Girls  Swim  were  tournament  qualifying  teams. 

•  Music  and  Performing  Arts  —  The  Speech  and  Debate 
Team  were  state  champions  in  1990-1991.  The  drama 
club.  Proscenium  Circus,  was  represented  in  the  state 
play  competition  in  1991.  Six  students  performed  in  the 
Mass.  All  State  Music  Festival.  The  Jazz  Band  received 
an  Outstanding  Band  Award  and  four  of  its  members 
received  Outstanding  Soloist  Awards. 

Finally,  for  the  benefit  of  all  students,  efforts  have  begun 
to  automate  the  catalog,  circulation  and  inventory  of  the  school 
library.  Thanks  to  funds  donated  by  the  Friends  of  the  Acton 
Libraries,  an  automated  periodical  index  will  be  purchased  very 
soon. 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Program 
publishes  four  catalogues  per  year  listing  a  wide  variety  of 
courses  and  programs  for  children,  teens  and  adults.  Included  are 
classes  in  music,  dance,  art,  crafts,  languages,  business,  comput- 
ers, self-awareness  and  more.  During  1991,  8,500  persons  en- 
rolled in  the  more  than  700  classes  offered.  Boston  University 
and  Middlesex  Community  College  offered  undergraduate  and 
graduate  level  courses  through  Community  Education  during  the 
fall  and  spring  semesters. 

Since  1986,  Community  Education  has  conducted  all  rec- 
reation programs  for  the  town  of  Acton.  Included  are  the  Pool  and 
Fieldhouse  Program  at  ABRHS,  a  Summer  Playground  Program, 
Youth  Basketball  League,  Summer  Day  Camp,  sports  clinic, 
coaching  clinics,  swim  lessons.  Youth  Swim  Team,  tennis  les- 
sons, down-hill  and  cross-country  ski  lessons. 

The  Community  Education  Pre-School  Program  serves  as 
the  laboratory  for  the  Child  Development  curriculum  at  ABRHS. 
Twenty-one  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  work  in  the  program 
for  academic  credit  under  the  direction  of  the  Head  Teacher  and 
her  assistant.  The  Pre-School  serves  56  three  and  four  year  olds 
each  year. 


An  Extended  Day  Program  for  children  in  grades  K-6  is 
also  located  at  ABRHS.  Extended  Day  provides  affordable,  high 
quality  before  and  after  school  care  for  175  Acton  school  chil- 
dren. 

A  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  is  offered  for  children  old 
enough  to  attend  public  school  kindergarten,  but  who  need  an 
extra  year  to  grow  and  develop  before  taking  that  big  step.  Pre- 
Kindergarten,  which  serves  20  five  year  olds,  is  located  at  the 
Conant  Elementary  School. 

Community  Education  also  administers  the  Driver  Educa- 
tion Program.  This  program,  begun  in  the  fall  of  1990,  had  an 
enrollment  of  384  students  for  1 99 1 . 

Community  Education  collaborates  with  Widening  Hori- 
zons to  provide  career  planning  and  job  counseling  services,  and 
with  DIAL  (Directions  in  Adult  Learning)  to  provide  English  as 
a  Second  Language  instruction. 

Finally,  Community  Education  coordinates  the  scheduling 
of  school  facilities.  Groups  interested  in  using  school  space  for 
meetings,  events,  etc.  should  contact  the  Community  Education 
staff  at  264-4700  x5014. 


Robert  E.  Kessler 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

on  behalf  of  the  School  Committee 


Picnic  benches  are  purchased  or  built  by  Town  staff  and  are  distributed 
throughout  the  conservation  lands.  This  one  is  at  the  North  Acton  Commu- 
nity Gardens,  where  thirty  five  citizens  tended  garden  plots  in  1991. 
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MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Hosting  24  Russian  students  and  faculty,  establishing  new 
biotechnology  and  automated  manufacturing  programs  and 
greatly  expanding  college  articulation  opportunities  for  students 
were  among  the  major  projects  carried  out  by  Minuteman  Tech 
staff  during  the  past  year.  Minuteman  Tech  programs,  staff  and 
students  again  earned  state  and  national  recognition  for  their 
accomplishments. 

The  Russians  came  for  two  weeks  in  May,  staying  at  the 
homes  of  Minuteman  students  and  staff.  They  attended  classes  at 
Minuteman  Tech,  did  a  lot  of  sight-seeing  and  endeared  them- 
selves to  the  hearts  of  all  whose  lives  they  touched.  International 
understanding  took  a  giant  leap  forward.  The  second  half  of  the 
exchange  will  take  place  in  the  spring  of  1992  when  Minuteman 
Tech  staff  and  students  will  visit  Moscow. 

The  new  Biotechnology  Training  Program,  first  of  its  kind 
in  a  Massachusetts  high  school,  was  set  up  with  grants  from  the 
Bay  State  Skills  Corporation,  the  State  Department  of  Education 
and  a  number  of  local  biotechnology  firms  who  expect  to  hire 
program  graduates  as  manufacturing  technicians.  During  its  first 
year,  the  program  is  for  adults  only,  but  it  will  be  available  to  high 
school  students  in  the  future. 

Current  estimates  are  that  approximately  20,000  biotech- 
nology/biomedical  jobs  will  be  created  in  Eastern  Massachusetts 
by  1995.  Minuteman  Tech  staff  worked  with  representatives  of 
such  organizations  as  Genzyme  Corporation,  Immunogen,  Mas- 
sachusetts Biotechnology  Research  Institute,  Biogen  and 
Zymark  Corporation  to  create  the  proper  mix  of  academic  and 
technical  courses  for  these  career  opportunities. 

Automated  manufacturing  using  computer  control,  robots 
and/or  vision  devices,  and  electromechanical  systems  provide 
the  new  foundation  for  successful  industries.  Minuteman  Tech  is 
the  first  high  school  in  the  U.S.  to  receive  a  National  Science 
Foundation  grant  to  set  up  an  automated  manufacturing  labora- 
tory for  high  school  learning.  The  4-year  $  1 50,000  grant  has  been 
used  to  set  up  a  lab  which  is  producing  a  speech  synthesizer 
previously  manufactured  by  Digital  Equipment  Corporation  as  a 
service  to  handicapped  persons. 

This  lab  and  the  related  math,  science  and  other  academic 
courses  in  Minuteman's  integrated  program  provide  a  unique 
study  opportunity  for  high  school  students  who  want  to  pursue  a 
science  or  computer  engineering  major  in  college  or  who  want  to 
become  skilled  technician.  Raytheon,  Polaroid  and  MIT  Lincoln 
Laboratory  are  also  giving  special  support  to  this  integrated 
academic-technical  program. 

Minuteman  Tech  is  currently  expanding  its  articulation 
contracts  with  selected  colleges.  This  will  give  Minuteman 
students  in  some  study  areas  an  opportunity  to  begin  college 


study  in  the  senior  year  of  high  school,  in  some  cases  with  greatly 
reduced  tuition.  Minuteman  students  will  also  have  opportunities 
to  enroll  in  community  colleges  after  finishing  high  school  with 
up  to  15  college  credits  already  completed.  In  addition.  Minute- 
man  students  will  be  able  to  enroll  in  a  private  college  after  two 
years  of  community  college  with  the  private  college  tuition 
lowered  to  the  same  rate  available  in  a  public  university. 

These  college  articulation  agreements  are  made  possible, 
in  part,  by  the  comprehensive,  up-to-date  education  Minuteman 
Tech  High  school  students  receive.  Equipment  and  curriculum  in 
all  of  the  school's  vocational-technical  programs  are  constantly 
being  updated.  For  example: 

•  With  funding  from  a  Department  of  Education  grant, 
computer  simulation  equipment  has  been  installed  to  pro- 
vide automotive  students  with  state-of-the-art  training  in 
automotive  electronics. 

•  Printing  and  Commercial  Art  have  now  been  merged  into 
a  new  Graphic  Communications  Technology  program 
using  a  new  curriculum  just  developed  by  the  Printing 
Industries  of  America.  Students  are  receiving  state-of-the- 
art  training  in  electronic  publishing,  and  they  will  have  the 
option  of  being  certified  by  PIA  when  they  successfully 
complete  the  program. 

•  With  the  help  of  a  donation  from  the  Boston  Litho  Club,  the 
Graphics  program  now  has  a  new  two  color  state-of-the-art 
press.  The  donation  was  made  to  honor  the  memory  of 
Arlington's  Donald  Ronchetti. 

•  Minuteman  Tech's  Child  Care  Center  just  became  the  first 
technical  high  school  program  in  the  state  to  receive 
accreditation  from  the  National  Academy  of  Early  Child- 
hood Programs.  The  Academy  is  a  division  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Education  of  Young  Children,  the 
largest  professional  organization  of  early  childhood  educa- 
tors. 

•  State-of-the-art  for  the  hospitality  industry  means  develop- 
ing programs  with  an  international  focus.  Minuteman 
Tech's  culinary  arts  faculty,  along  with  Endicott  College 
and  Newton  North  High  school  have  formed  an  interna- 
tional academic  alliance  with  the  help  of  a  grant  from  the 
New  England  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  The 
schools  will  share  resource  materials,  explore  new  tech- 
nologies, and  may  develop  an  exchange  program. 

Minuteman  Tech  students  continue  to  distinguish  them- 
selves in  state  and  national  competitions: 

•  Dominic  Marrone  of  Sudbury  also  won  the  Vocational 
Industrial  Clubs  of  America  (VICA)  state  and  national 
baking  championships  in  the  post-secondary  division. 
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•  In  the  state  VICA  competitions,  Minuteman  Tech  students 
brought  home  1 5  medals.  Five  students  won  state  champi- 
onships. In  addition  to  Dominic  Marrone,  the  other  cham- 
pions are  Ethan  Briggs  of  Stow  in  Cabinetmal<ing,  William 
Manosh  of  Stow  in  Technical  Math,  Joseph  Lepera  of 
Belmont  in  Auto  Body  and  Brian  Healy  of  Medford  in 
Heating/Ventilation  and  Air  Conditioning. 

•  Barbara  Craddock  of  Lincoln,  who  won  the  VICA  national 
baking  championship  last  year,  has  been  notified  that  she 
will  receive  a  full  tuition  scholarship  to  Oklahoma  State 
University. 

•  Retailing  senior  Kelli  Mason  of  Stow  was  named  one  of 
five  outstanding  vocational  technical  students  in  Massa- 
chusetts. She  received  a  trophy  and  a  $1000  scholarship 
check. 

•  Five  Minuteman  Tech  Electromechanical  Technology  stu- 
dents won  awards  in  the  national  robotics  competition 
sponsored  by  the  Society  of  Manufacturing  Engineers. 
Brett  Pacewicz  of  Needham  was  second  in  the  Pick  and 
Place  competition.  Benjamin  Caras  of  Stow  and  Alex 
Taliadouros  of  Dracut  placed  second  in  the  Robot  Maze 
competition.  Carlos  Aguirre  of  Weston  and  Brendan 
Mostecki  of  Bolton  received  Honorable  Mention  Awards 
in  the  Robotics/Automation  Work  Cell  competition. 

•  Plumbing  senior  Jennifer  Casey  of  Sudbury  demonstrated 
her  academic  skills  by  receiving  an  award  in  the  Boston 
Herald's  "Writing  to  Win"  scholarship  competition.  She 
wrote  about  an  interview  she  had  with  a  Vietnam  veteran 
at  the  New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans. 

•  Minuteman  Tech  athletes  were  named  to  league  all-star 
teams  in  nine  sports:  in  softball,  girls  basketball  and  field 
hockey  —  Lisa  Baia  of  Billerica,  in  softball  and  field 
hockey  —  Danielle  Dufromont  of  Watertown;  in  baseball 
—  Dan  Corey  of  Arlington;  in  tennis  —  Hanna 
Scheichenost  of  Belmont,  Christina  Gentilucci  and  Pat 
Harris  of  Watertown,  in  girls  basketball  —  Barbara 
Craddock  of  Lincoln  and  Sanda  Warburton  of  Lancaster; 
in  boys  basketball  —  Nick  Day  of  Needham;  in  hockey  and 
soccer  —  Ted  Brown  of  Needham;  in  soccer  —  Jeersan 
Urizandi  of  Acton,  Paul  Phoung  of  Lexington,  Ryan 
Whitcomb  of  Boxboro  and  Ethan  Briggs  of  Stow;  in  field 
hockey  —  Darlene  Hebert  of  Stow  and  Jodie  Demers  of 
Belmont  and  in  football  —  Brian  Healy  of  Medford  and 
Brent  Davis  of  Ayer. 

Minuteman  Tech  physical  education  teacher  Ann  Marie 
jallo,  who  also  coaches  field  hockey,  basketball  and  softball  was 
me  of  four  coaches  in  the  U.S.  to  receive  a  "Coaches  Who  Care" 
ward  from  Gatorade.  She  and  the  students  who  nominated  her 
or  being  their  teacher,  friend  and  role  model,  as  well  as  their 
oach,  appeared  in  full-page  ads  in  a  number  of  national  maga- 
;ines. 


Minuteman  Tech  School  Committee  Chairperson  Elaine 
Sweeney  of  Wayland  was  one  of  1 3  people  selected  from  a  pool 
of  2500  to  provide  testimony  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  a  joint 
Senate  and  House  Committee  on  Education  in  connection  with 
the  implementation  of  the  Carl  D.  Perkins  Vocational  Technical 
Act  of  1990.  Recently,  she  was  appointed  by  President  George 
Bush  to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Technology .  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Federal  Relations  Network  of  the  National  School  Boards 
Association. 

Continuing  the  fiscal  partnership  which  it  has  established 
with  the  district  towns,  the  Minuteman  Tech  School  Committee 
for  the  third  year  voted  to  reduce  assessments.  This  year  the 
committee  passed  along  an  extra  $340,000  which  the  district 
received  due  to  higher  than  estimated  state  aid  and  revenue  plus 
savings  realized  by  delaying  a  portion  of  teacher  salary  costs  into 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

John  Putnam  left  the  Minuteman  Tech  School  Committee 
this  year  after  many  years  of  distinguished  service  as  Acton's 
representative.  He  is  succeeded  by  Robert  Wiltse. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Acton  -  Robert  Wiltse  (term  expires  1994) 
Arlington  -  John  P.  Donahue  (term  expires  1994) 
Belmont  -  Linda  Frizzell  (term  expires  1992) 
Bolton  -  Peter  Stalker  (term  expires  1993) 
Boxborough  -  Kenneth  Whitcomb  (term  expires  1994) 
Carlisle  -  William  Churchill,  Secretary  (term  expires  1994) 
Concord  -  Lawrence  D.  Lorah  (term  expires  1992) 
Dover  -  Thomas  E.  Giblin  (term  expires  1993) 
Lancaster  -  Fred  A.  Reed  (term  expires  1994) 
Lexington  -  Nyles  N.  Barnert, 
Vice-Chairperson  (term  expires  1993) 
Lincoln  -  Harold  A.  Levey,  Jr.  (term  expires  1992) 
Needham  -  Mark  Tobin  (term  expires  1992) 
Stow  -  Mary  E.  Cutler  (term  expires  1993) 
Sudbury  -  Lawrence  Ovian  (term  expires  1992) 
Wayland  -  Elaine  Sweeney, 
Chairperson  (term  expires  1993) 
Weston  -  John  M.  Tucker  (term  expires  1993) 

MINUTEMAN  TECH  CLASS  OF  1991 


Name 

Town 

Shop 

Berlied,  Bradford  G. 

Acton 

Horticulture 

Brogan,  Todd  J. 

Acton 

Auto  Body 

Curtin,  Thomas 

Acton 

Drafting 

Duncan,  Douglas 

Acton 

Carpentry 

Fenton,  Jason  M. 

Acton 

Carpentry 

Glenn,  Ronald  J.  Jr. 

Acton 

Carpentry 

Keeler,  Dean  C. 

Acton 

Carpentry 

Lander,  Christian  P. 

Acton 

Plumbing 

McWalter,  John 

Acton 

Electro-Mechanical 

Technology 

79 


79 

Transportation 

671,367 

707,894 

708,985 

0 

0 

0 

1  f\r\  1 

- 1 ,09 1 

-0.15% 

80 

Cafeteria 

8,127 

9,675 

6,650 

0 

(J 

163 

3,188 

32.95% 

81 

Operations  &  Maint. 

734,257 

689,01 1 

675,968 

0 

0 

1,793 

t  A  o  o  z: 

14,836 

2.15% 

82 

Equipment  Purchases 

224, zzl 

2 1 5,91)4 

U 

U 

IJ  15 

1 .2X% 

82 

Debt  Management 

0  /,y  /j 

U 

U 

U 

U 

U 

U 

U.UUvp 

NA 

Salaries 

5,620,929 

5,757,389 

5,769,738 

0 

8,600 

CO   T  1  O 

58,718 

54,969 

0.95% 

Total  Expenses 

9,199,236 

9,360,036 

9,419,709 

0 

57,778 

1 38,539 

1 36,644 

1 .46% 

Excess  of  Revenues 

140,840 

0 

-39,641 

0 

57J7S 

138,539 

156,676 

1.67% 

Transfer  Frm  Enterprise 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Excess  Revenues 

140,840 

9,360,036 

-39,641 

0 

57,778 

1 38,539 

156,676 

1 .67% 

Money  Tor  this  Arboretum  shelter  was  donated  by  a  local  girl  scout  troop  in  1991  and  the  construction  was  done  by  a  local  carpenter  and  members  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Arboretum. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORTS 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

The  Board  of  Assessors'  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  at  5:30  P.M.  in  the  Town  Hall.  Additional 
meetings  are  held  as  needed.  Dates  and  times  are  posted  forty-eight  hours  in  advance. 

Property  values  were  updated  for  fiscal  1 992  to  meet  state  certification  requirements.  The  assessment  date  for  the  fiscal  year  values 
is  January  1,  1991  using  1990  sales  data.  Sale  prices  have  fallen  since  the  last  revaluation  of  fiscal  1989  and  that  is  reflected  in  lower 
jssessments. 

FISCAL  YEAR  1992 
VALUATION  SUMMARY 

Residential  $1,146,902,050 
Commercial  198,021,457 
Industrial  85,507,000 
Personal  Property  20,231,356 
Total  Taxable  Value  $1,450,661,863 

Tax  Rate: 

RESIDENTIAL  COMM/IND/PP 

$16.31  $18.43 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Susan  Miller,  Chair 
Robert  Adams 
James  Kotanchik 
Donald  Rhude,  Alternate 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 

Lela  Sorensen 
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REFERENCE 
NUMBER  NAME 


TOWN  OF  ACTON 

TRUST  FUND 
JUNE  30, 1991 

BEGINNING      NEW      INTEREST    EXPENDITURE  ENDING 


T-05  BETSY  BALL  CHARITY  FUND 

T-05  BETSY  BALL  CHARITY  INCOME 

T-28  VARNUM  TUTTLE  MEMORIAL  FUND 

T-28  VARNUM  TUTTLE  MEMORIAL  INCOME 

T- 1 6  ELIZABETH  WHITE  CHARITY  FUND 

T- 1 6  ELIZABETH  WHITE  CHARITY  INCOME 

T- 1 8  GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CHARITY  FUND 

T- 1 8  GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CHARITY  INCOME 

SUBTOTAL 

T-3  GEORGE  AMES  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-3  GEORGE  AMES  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-4  ARLETTE  APFLEYARD  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-4  ARLETTE  APPLEYARD  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-24  BLANCHARD  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-24  BLANCHARD  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-7  A.B.  CON  ANT  FAMILY  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-7  A.B.  CONANT  FAMILY  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-10  DR.  ROBERT  DAVIS  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-10  DR.  ROBERT  DAVIS  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T- 1 1  MARTHA  DESMOND  CEMETERY  FUND 

T- 1 1  MARTHA  DESMOND  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-20  FRANK  HAYWARD  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-20  FRANK  HAYWARD  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-2 1  HOIT  &  SCOTT  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-2 1  HOIT  &  SCOTT  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-27  HOSMER  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-27  HOSMER  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-34  JENKS  FAMILY  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-34  JENKS  FAMILY  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-36  ERNEST  JONES  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-36  ERNEST  JONES  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-23  FRANK  KNOWLTON  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-23  FRANK  KNOWLTON  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-22  MRS.  O'NEIL  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-22  MRS.  O'  NEIL  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-60  LD  PERPETUAL  CARE  FUND 

T-60  LD  PERPETUAL  CARE  INCOME 

T-5  NEW  PERPETUAL  CARE  FUND 

T-5  NEW  PERPETUAL  CARE  INCOME 

T-26  RAYMOND  CARE  CEMETERY  FUND 

T-26  RAYMOND  CARE  CEMETERY  INCOME 

T-25  RAYMOND  MONUMENT  P  C.  FUND 

T-25  RAYMOND  MONUMENT  P.C.  INCOME 

T- 1 2  ELBRIDGE  ROBBINS  &  DESC.  FUND 

T- 1 2  ELDRIDGE  ROBBINS  &  DESC.  INCOME 

T- 1 3  ROBBINS,  WOODLAWN  CEMETERY  FUND 


BALANCE  PRINCIPAL  INCOME 
7/1/90 

10,095.26 
70,164.66 
10,000.00 
44,401.86 
25,000.00 
21,826.39 
14,073.70 
5,451.88 


201,013.75 


465 
682 
2,000 
3,198 
2,419 
4,057 
1,000 
2,134 
1,000 
2,005 
3,000 
5,193 
1,000 
4,359 
500 
944 
102,283 
121,546 
142,176 
112,003 
1,000, 
883. 
1,000. 
1,527. 
372. 
802. 
178,859. 
144,727. 
265,261. 
47,642, 
2,000. 
4,211. 

700. 
5,208. 
1,000. 
1,468. 
1,500. 


.49 
.77 
.00 
.88 
.24 
.10 
.00 
,31 
.00 
,16 
.00 
,44 
,00 
,03 
,00 
00 
95 
50 
26 
50 
00 
31 
00 
66 
39 
28 
92 
22 
00 
37 
00 
49 
00 
03 
00 
24 
00 


30,284.00 


7,065.63 
4,810.34 
4,476.99 
1,800.24 
18,153.20 

102.64 
467.77 
576.77 
282.48 
270.67 
726.64 
475.04 
129.88 
20,020.68 
22,689.26 
169.85 
227.98 
103.55 
29,48  K50 
26,346.06 
557.69 
513.19 
222.53 


22,303.90 


0.00 


9,325.00 


0.00 


78.00 
255.00 
305.00 
240.00 
184.00 
484.00 
109.00 
99.00 
14,482.99 
28,313.70 
143.00 
194.00 
25.00 
22,450.00 
19,171.75 
440.00 
30.00 
121.00 


BALANCE 
6/30/91 

10,095.26 
54,926.39 
10,000.00 
49,212.20 
25,000.00 
16,978.38 
14,073.70 
7,252.12 


31,628.90  187,538.05 


465.49 
707.41 
2,000.00 
3,411.65 
2,419.24 
4,328.87 
1,000.00 
2,176.79 
1,000.00 
2,091.83 
3,000.00 
5,436.08 
1,000.00 
4,725.07 
500.00 
974.88 
102,238.95 
127,084.19 
142,176.26 
106,379.06 
1,000.00 
910.16 
1,000.00 
1,561.64 
372.39 
880.83 
178,859.92 
151,758.72 
295,545.00 
54,816.68 
2,000.00 
4,329.18 
700.00 
5,691.22 
1,000.00 
1,569.77 
1,500.00 
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T-13 

ROBBINS,  WOODLAWN  CEMETERY  INCOME 

2,355.40 

346.06 

289.00 

2,412.46 

T-14 

CAPTAIN  ROBBIN'S  CEMETERY  FUND 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

T-14 

CAPTAIN  ROBBIN  S  CEMETERY  INCOME 

8,512.73 

961.88 

457.50 

9,017.1 1 

T-15 

ROBBINS  &  AMES  MEMORIAL  FUND 

21,210.08 

21,210.08 

T-15 

ROBBINS  &  AMES  MEMORIAL  INCOME 

62,894.73 

7,391.72 

4,520.45 

65,766.00 

T-31 

WATSON  CEMETERY  FUND 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

T-31 

WATSON  CEMETERY  INCOME 

4,258.71 

602.20 

339.00 

4,521.91 

T-35 

MARY  SMITH  CEMETERY  FUND 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-35 

MARY  SMITH  CEMETERY  INCOME 

2,147.14 

374.22 

314.00 

2,207.36 

T-33 

WELLS  CEMETERY  FUND 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

T-33 

WELLS  CEMETERY  INCOME 

10,955.12 

1,223.48 

154.00 

12,024.60 

T-29 

WETHERBEE  CEMETERY  FUND 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

T-29 

WETHERBEE  CEMETERY  INCOME 

48,203.02 

5,072.84 

443.00 

52,832.86 

T-19 

GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CEMETERY  FUND 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

T-19 

GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CEMETERY  INCOME 

1,369.23 

259.77 

201.50 

1,427.50 

SUBTOTAL 

1,353,494.70  30,824.00 

1 19,596.35 

93,843.89 

1,409,531.16 

T  01 

HiriH  "srHnni  i  irrary  fund 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

T  fll 

HTHH  <srHnni  i  irrary  tncomf 

336.86 

395.11 

332.11 

399.86 

T  70 

M  ARK  n  APP  MFMDRIAI  FI TND 

1,142.00 

1,142.00 

T  70 

MARIC  n  APP  MFMDRTAI  INPOMF 

172.40 

118.08 

153.95 

136.53 

T  79 

PH  ARI  OTTF  PON  A  NT  FI  IND 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

T  7? 

643.31 

197.10 

84.72 

755.69 

T-74 

MINNIE  DAVIS  FUND 

336.50 

336.50 

T  74 

MIMMIF  nA\/I<;  IMrTiMF 

180.99 

45.41 

0.00 

226.40 

T-76 

HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD  FUND 

200.00 

200.00 

T-76 

HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD  INCOME 

573.03 

67.22 

0.00 

640.25 

T-78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT  FUND 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT  INCOME 

3,146.45 

359.69 

600.00 

2,906.14 

T-90 

KATHERINE  M.  KINSLEY  FUND 

9,461.75 

9,461.75 

T-90 

KATHERINE  M.  KINSLEY  INCOME 

3,882.99 

1,268.89 

1,684.75 

3,467.13 

T-80 

MILDRED  P.  MOORE  FUND 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-80 

MILDRED  P.  MOORE  INCOME 

2,120.00 

369.68 

0.00 

2,489.68 

T-82 

LIBRARY  PLANTER  FUND 

1,000.00 

1 ,000.00 

T-82 

LIBRARY  PLANTER  INCOME 

1,341.68 

210.73 

144.29 

1,408.12 

T-84 

NEWELL  B.  TAINTER  FUND 

11,606.54 

11,606.54 

T-84 

NEWELL  B.  TAINTER  INCOME 

5,018.98 

1,462.35 

450.80 

6,030.53 

T-86 

LUKE  TUTTLE  FUND 

200.00 

200.00 

T-86 

LUKE  TUTTLE  INCOME 

623.89 

70.85 

0.00 

694.74 

T-17 

GEORGIA  WHITNEY  MEMORIAL  FUND 

15,000.00 

15,000.00 

T-17 

GEORGIA  WHITNEY  MEMORIAL  INCOME 

1.602.52 

1,565.91 

0.00 

3,16843 

T-88 

WILLIAM  A.  WILDE  FUND 

9,000.00 

9,000.00 

T-88 

WILLIAM  A.  WILDE  INCOME 

4,334.42 

1.273.44 

946.98 

4,660.88 

SUBTOTAL 

80,424.31 

7,404.46 

4,397.60 

83,431.17 

T-02 

FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

9,830.00 

9,830.00 

T-02 

FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  INCOME 

68,760.81 

6,817.67 

0.00 

75,578.48 

T-37 

ACTON  YOUTH  PROGRAM  FUND 

21,074.00 

21,074.00 

T-37 

ACTON  YOUTH  PROGRAM  INCOME 

4,525.00 

2,366.11 

3,082.52 

3,808.59 

T-9C0NSERVATI0N  INCOME 

16,786.54 

1,431.48 

18,218.22 

T-9CONSERVATION  INCOME 

0.00 

T-41 

DRUM  TRI-CENTENIAL,  INC. 

363.66 

30.88 

394.54 

T-41 

DRUM  TRI-CENTENIAL,  INC. 

0.00 

T-40 

JAMES  E.  KINSLEY  FUND 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 
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T-40    JAMES  E.  KINSLEY  INCOME 

T-32    WEST  ACTON  FIREMEN '  S  RELIEF  FUND 

T-32    WEST  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF  INCOME 

SUBTOTAL 

T-       CHARLOTTE  L.  GOODNOW  FUND 
T-       CHARLOTTE  L.  GOODNOW  INCOME 

SUBTOTAL 

GRAND  TOTAL 


2,204.52 
6,772.26 


131,316.79 

3,000.00 
439.15 

3,439.15 


277.94 
587.67 


11,511.75 


262.50 


262.50 


0.00 
0.00 


2,482.46 
7,359.93 


3,082.52  139,746.02 

3,000.00 
701.65 


1,769,688.70  30,284.00  156,928.26 


3,701.65 

132,952.91  1,823,948.05 


Over  200  birdhouscs  have  been  placed  throughout  the  conservation  lands.  Built  by  MCI-Concord  and  local  scout  troops,  the  houses  have  attracted  four  pairs 
of  nesting  bluebirds  in  1991;  the  remainder  are  occupied  by  Tree  Swallows,  Chickadees,  House  Wrens,  House  Sparrows,  and  other  small  birds. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
OFFICE  OF  THE  COLLECTOR 
W.  ROY  WETHERBY 
TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1991 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1991 

COMMITMENT  22,061,858.00 

REFUNDS  19,850.00 

ABATEMENTS  108,452.00 
PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER             2 1 ,245.930.00 

OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991  727,326.00 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1990 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990  735,951.00 

REFUNDS  83,343.00 

ABATEMENTS  58,8 1 1 .00 

TRANSFERRED  TO  TAX  TITLE  307,85 1 .00 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER  452,632.00 

OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1 99 1  000.00 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1989 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990  255,398.00 

REFUNDS  182.00 

TRANSFERRED  TO  TAX  TITLE  1 49, 1 8 1 .00 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER  106,399.00 

OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1 99 1  000.00 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1989 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990  4,825.00 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991  4,825.00 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1988 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990  3,244.00 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1 99 1  3,244.00 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1991 


COMMITMENT 

REFUNDS 

ABATEMENTS 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991 


796,794.00 
1,808.00 

34,978.00 
700,419.00 

63,205.00 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1990 


OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990 

COMMITMENT 

REFUNDS 

ABATEMENTS 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991 


77,184.00 
365,829.00 
9,310.00 

21,616.00 
384,107.00 

46,600.00 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1988 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1 ,  1 990  49,94 1 .00 

TRANSFERRED  TO  TAX  TITLE  40,896.00 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER  9,045.00 

OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1 99 1  000.00 

TAX  TITLE 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1 ,  1 990  309,3 1 0.00 

ADJUSTMENTS  606,346.00 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER  259,647.00 

OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991  656,009.00 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1989 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1991 


COMMITMENT 

REFUNDS 

ABATEMENTS 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991 


259,879.00 
340.00 
3,739.00 
240,019.00 
16,461.00 


OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990 

COMMITMENT 

REFUNDS 

ABATEMENTS 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991 


47,388.00 
141,465.00 
2,063.00 
7,694.00 
130,284.00 
52,938.00 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1988 


OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990 

COMMITMENT 

ABATEMENTS 

PAYMENTS  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1991 


49,63 1 .00 
1,086.00 
74.00 
2,290.00 
48,353.0 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1990 

OUTSTANDING  JULY  1,  1990  10,813.00 
REFUNDS  34.00 
ABATEMENTS  42.00 
PAYMENT  S  TO  THE  TREASURER  974.00 
OUTSTANDING  JUNE  30,  1 99 1  9,83 1 .00 
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TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

This  report  covers  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  199 1 .  Included  is  a  statement 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Town  and  a  disbursement  statement  of  each 
department  showing  appropriations,  expenditures,  and  balances. 
The  cash  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  collector  have  been 
verified  and  the  various  trust  accounts  in  the  custody  of  the 
treasurer  have  been  reviewed. 

I  have  enclosed  financial  information  prepared  by  Brown 
and  Barrett,  Independent  Auditors,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1 99 1 .  A  copy  of  the  complete  audit  report  is  on  file  at  the  Town 
Hall. 


Mary  E.  Larson 
Town  Accountant 

Acton's  Ice  House  Pond  is  one  of  the  popular  recreation  spots  for  ice  skating. 


TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  BALANCE  SHEET  -  ALL  FUND  TYPES  AND  ACCOUNT  GROUPS 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1991 


Fiduciary 

I  Ui<ll>9 

Governmental  Fund  Types 

Fund  Types 

Group 

(Memorandum 

General 

only) 

Special 

Capital 

Trust  & 

L/Ong  I  c^riTi 

lima  m 

June 

General 

Revenue 

Projects 

Agency 

II  n  1 1  o  Q  t' m  n  c 

Cash 

$3,560,588 

$772,386 

$48,180 

$984,762 

$- 

$5,365,916 

Investments 

2,147,687 

2,147,687 

Investment  in  Deferred 

Compensation  Plan 

434,961 

434,961 

Property  Taxes  Receivable: 

Current  Year 

743,787 

743,787 

Prior  Year 

22,094 

22,094 

Other  Accounts  Receivable: 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

217,025 

217,025 

Other  Excise 

49,061 

49,061 

Tax  Liens 

656,434 

656,434 

Departmental 

36,867 

79,872 

6,017 

122,756 

Intergovernmental 

132,078 

1,491 

133,569 

Deposits 

248,700 

248,700 

Other  Assets 

17,891 

17,891 

Amounts  to  be  provided  for 

Retirement  of  Long  Term 

Obligations 

3,230,000 

3,230,000 

Total  Assets 

$5,303,747 

$984,336 

$48,180  $3,823,618 

$3,230,000 

$13,389,881 

Liabilities: 

Accounts  Payable 

$587,453 

$88,615 

$- 

$339,157 

$- 

$1,015,225 

Payroll  Withholdings 

26,735 

26,735 
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Fiduciary 

Account 

Totals 

Governmental  Fund  Types 

Fund  Types 

Group 

(Memorandu 

General 

only) 

Special 

Capital 

Trust  & 

Long  Term 

.June  30, 

Assets: 

General 

Revenue 

Projects 

Agency 

Obligations 

1991 

Other  Liabilities 

1,756 

_ 

230,825 

_ 

232,581 

Deferred  Compensation  Payable 

- 

- 

- 

434,961 

_ 

434,961 

Deferred  Revenue 

1,548,533 

211,950 

- 

6,017 

1,766,500 

Reserve  for  Abatements 

102,266 

- 

102,266 

Bonds  and  Notes  Payable 

3,230,000 

3,230,000 

Total  Liabilities 

2,266,743 

300,565 

1,010,960 

3,230,000 

6,808.268 

Fund  Equity: 

Fund  Balances: 

Reserved: 

Encumbrances 

1 ,249,092 

_ 

_ 

1,249,092 

Endowments 

_ 

_ 

_ 

934,267 

934,267 

Unreserved: 

Designated  (Note  10) 

520 

683,771 

48,180 

1,878,391 

_ 

2,610,862 

Undesignated  (Note  9) 

1,787,392 

_ 

1.787,392 

Total  Fund  Equity 

3,037,004 

683,771 

48,180 

2,812,658 

- 

6,581,613 

Total  Liabilities  and 

Fund  Equity 

$5,303,747 

$984,336 

$48,180  $3,823,618 

$3,230,000 

$13,389,881 

The  Herb  Garden  at  the  Acton  Arboretum  was  designed  and  is  maintained  by  the  Acton  Women's  Garden  Club.  A  local  Eagle 
Scout  built  the  brick  walkway. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AND  CHANGES  IN 

FUND  BALANCES 

ALL  GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES  AND  EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1991 


Revenue: 

Property  Taxes 
Intergovernmental  -  State 
Intergovernmental  -  Federal 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 
Investment  Income 
Departmental 
Total  Revenues: 


Governmental  Fund  Types 

Special  Capital 
General  Revenue  Projects 


$22,221,281 
1,921,876 

1,204,056 
312,726 
1,050,827 
26,710,766 


52,420 
135,988 


1,450,826 
1,639,234 


$ 


Fiduciary 
Fund  Types 
Expendable 
Trust 


140,562 
2,142,246 
2,282,808 


Totals 
(Memorandum 
Only) 

$22,221,281 
1,974,296 
135,988 
1,204,056 
453,288 
4,643,899 
30,632,808 


Expenditures: 


General  Government 

2,058,198 

525,455 

2,045,363 

4,629,016 

Public  Safety 

3,300,538 

27,878 

3,328,416 

Education 

15,888,128 

277,202 

4,337 

16,169,667 

Public  Works 

978,568 

977,799 

8,564 

1.964.931 

Library 

424,726 

30,588 

455,314 

Pensions 

802,684 

802,684 

Insurance 

1,082,582 

1,082,582 

Debt  &  Interest 

1,144,159 

1,144,159 

State  &  County  Assessments 

58,509 

58,509 

Total  Expenditures: 

25,738,092 

1,838,922 

8.564 

2,049,700 

29,635,278 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

Over  Expenditures 

972,674 

(199,688) 

(8,564) 

233,108 

997,530 

Other  Financing  Sources  (Uses) 

Operating  Transfers  In 

1 14,254 

406,317 

80,120 

600,691 

Operating  Transfers  Out 

(406,317) 

(47,654) 

(66,600) 

(520,571) 

Total  Other  Financing  Sources  (Uses) 

(292,063) 

358,663 

13,520 

80,120 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues  and 

Other  Financing  Sources  Over 

Expenditures  and  Other  Uses 

680,61 1 

158,975 

(8,564) 

246,628 

1,077,650 

Fund  Balance  at  Beginning  of  Year 

2,356,393 

524,796 

56,744 

1,631,763 

4,569,696 

Fund  Balance  at  End  of  Year 

$3,037,004 

$683,771 

$48,180 

$1,878,391 

$5,647,346 

TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  FUND  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AVAILABLE  FUNDS, 
TRANSFERS,  AND  PRIOR  YEARS'  DEFICITS  RAISED  -  BUDGET  AND  ACTUAL  (NON-GAAP) 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1991 


Variance 

Original  Final  Favorable 

Budget  Budget  Actual  (Unfavorable) 

Revenue: 

Property  Taxes                                                   $22,114,480  $22,114,480  $22,114,480 

Intergovernmental  -  State                                         1,916,268  1,916,268  1,921,876  5,608 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax                                         1,089,086  1,089,086  1,204,056  114,970 
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Investment  Income  245,936  245,936  312,726  66,790 

Departmental  957,122  957,122  1,050,827  93,705 

Total  Revenues  26,322,892  26,322,892         26,603,965  281,073 


Expenditures: 


General  Government 

Z,Zu  1  ,UVJ 

9  9Q/1  fiOT 

9  1  7fi  777 
Z,  1  lo,  1  1  1 

1 1 A  1 1 A 

1  1  O,  1  1  o 

Public  batety 

J,  jov,Wj 

1  lAn  ^/i9 

O  /l'>1 

Education 

1  ^  SAT  A  1  ^ 

1  j,oOZ,0 1  J 

1  S  8A9  A 1 
1  J,oOZ,0  1 J 

1  ^  8/1^  1  A9 
1  J,0't  J,  1  OZ 

1  7  /I  'Jl 

Public  Works 

1  1)9  A99 
1,11  /.,ozz 

1   1  I  9  A99 
1,11  z,ozz 

1  1  07  S  1  0 
1 , 1  U  /  ,  J  1  V 

J ,  1  U  J 

Library 

381,737 

381,737 

381,764 

(27) 

Pensions 

914,000 

914,000 

802,684 

111,316 

Insurance 

1,U1  J,'4UU 

1  n  1  s  Ann 

1  ,UoZ,JoZ 

<^A7  1  89^ 
/ ,  1  oZ ^ 

Ueoi  &  Interest 

1  19/1  r>m 

1  19/1  nni 

1 ,  jZ4,UUj 

1   1  /I/I  1  <o 
1 ,144, 1  jy 

1  70  8/1  /I 

State  &  County  Assessments 

J  /.o/V 

^7  89Q 

^8  '\no 

Total  Expenditures 

9A  9QQ  904 

9A  111  no/1 

9*^  OAl  AOS 

171  1QA 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

Over  Expenditures 

23  598 

642  267 

652  469 

Other  Financing  Sources  (Uses): 

Transfer  From  Fund  Balance 

499,400 

499,400 

499,400 

Operating  Transfers  In 

80,454 

1 14,254 

1 14,254 

Operating  Transfers  Out 

(406,317) 

(406,317) 

(406,317) 

Prior  Year's  Deficits  Raised 

(197,135) 

(197,135) 

(197,135) 

Total  Other  Financing  Sources 
Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues  and 
Other  Financing  Sources  Over 
Expenditures  and  Other  Uses 

(23,598) 

10,202 

10,202 

$- 

$- 

$652,469 

$652,469 

Mill  Pond  on  Nashoba  Brook  is  frequented  by  Great  Blue  Herons,  an  occasional  Osprey,  and  supporters  an  abundance 
of  other  varieties  of  waterfowl.  The  Mill  Pond  Dam  was  reconstructed  in  1990  by  the  Town  of  Acton,  with  a  grant 
provided  by  the  Acton  Conservation  Trust. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENSES, 
AND  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1991 

Fiduciary 
Fund  Types 

Non- 
Expendable 
Trust 

Operating  Revenues: 

Bequests  $30,872 
Total  Operating  Revenues  30,872 

Operating  Expenses: 

Total  Operating  Expenses   

Operating  Income  30,872 

Non-operating  Revenues  (Expenses): 

Investment  Income  79,520 

Transfers  Out  (80,120) 
Total  Non-operating  Revenues  (Expenses)  (600) 
Net  Income  30,272 

Fund  Balance  at  Beginning  of  Year  903,995 

Fund  Balance  at  End  of  Year  $934,267 


One  of  the  best  examples  in  New  England  of  a  rare  pillar-supported  stone 
chamber  is  located  in  the  Nashoba  Brook  conservation  area.  Natural  dete- 
rioration is  making  the  chamber  dangerous  to  enter  and  there  is  some 
vandalism.  Local  archaeologists  believe  these  chambers  to  have  been  built  by 
pre-colonial  native  Americans  for  sacred  religious  ceremonies  and  a  sha- 
manistic  practice  of  astronomy. 


INDEPENDENT  AUDITOR'S  REPORT  ON 
COMPLIANCE  WITH  LAWS  AND  REGULA- 
TIONS BASED  ON  AN  AUDIT  OF 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS  PERFORMED  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH 
GOVERNMENT  AUDITING  STANDARDS 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 

Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts 

We  have  audited  the  general  purpose  financial  statements 
of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1991  and  have  issued  our  report  thereon,  which  was  qualified  in 
several  respects,  dated  October  3,  1991. 

We  have  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  generally 
accepted  auditing  standards,  Government  Auditing  Standards, 
issued  by  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
provisions  of  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  Circular  A- 1 28, 
"Audits  of  State  and  Local  Governments".  Those  standards  and 
0MB  Circular  A- 1 28  require  that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audit 
to  obtain  reasonable  assurance  about  whether  the  general  pur- 
pose financial  statements  are  free  of  material  misstatement. 

Compliance  with  laws,  regulations,  contracts,  and  grants 
applicable  to  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  management.  As  part  of 


obtaining  reasonable  assurance  about  whether  the  general  pur- 
pose financial  statements  are  free  of  material  misstatements,  we 
performed  tests  of  the  Town's  compliance  with  certain  provi- 
sions of  laws,  regulations,  contracts,  and  grants.  However,  our 
objective  was  not  to  provide  an  opinion  on  overall  compliance 
with  such  provisions. 

The  results  of  our  tests  indicate  that,  with  respect  to  the 
items  tested,  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  complied,  in  all 
material  respects,  with  the  provisions  referred  to  in  the  preceding  j 
paragraph.  With  respect  to  items  not  tested,  nothing  came  to  our  ' 
attention  that  caused  us  to  believe  that  the  Town  had  not  com- 
plied, in  all  material  respects,  with  those  provisions. 

This  report  is  intended  for  the  use  of  management  of  the 
Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts.  This  restriction  is  not  intended  to 
limit  the  distribution  of  this  report,  which  is  a  matter  of  public 
record. 

Brown  &  Barrett 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

Octobers,  1991 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
JULY  1, 1990  —  JUNE  30, 1991 


TAXES: 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 
REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 
SPECIAL  REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 
TAX  TITLE 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES 


286,603.72 
21,836,513.48 
3,463.21 
259,647.09 
1,217,220.31 


RECEIVABLES: 

SCHOOL  TUITION 
VETERANS  AID 
HEALTH  INSURANCE 


16,073.00 
8,330.77 
38,842.93 


PAYROLL  DEDUCTIONS: 


FEDERAL  WITHHOLDING 

1,601,604.35 

STATE  WITHHOLDING 

652,331.29 

PICA  MEDICARE 

39,588.17 

RETIREMENT 

656,828.55 

TEACHERS  INSURANCE 

936.00 

GROUP  LIFE  INSURANCE 

12,580.20 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

153,003.88 

COURT  JUDGEMENT 

28,173.72 

OTHER  INSURANCE 

1,591.10 

UNITED  FUND 

1,257.00 

UNION  DUES 

51,000.20 

SAVINGS 

430,811.26 

DEFERRED  COMPENSATION 

83,815.91 

ANNUITY 

294,388.77 

^RTMENTAL  REVENUE: 

SELECTMEN 

113,300.55 

TREASURER/COLLECTOR 

118,516.21 

TOWN  CLERK 

23,407.19 

ASSESSOR 

475.00 

ENGINEERING 

548.72 

PLANNING  BOARD 

19,116.95 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

2,400.00 

CONSERVATION 

300.00 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

110.00 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

225,399.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

34,613.92 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

63,348.40 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

15.00 

BUILDING  INSPECTION 

114,764.37 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

1,471.20 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

22,053.69 

WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY 

187.69 

CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 

22,776.60 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

24,180.12 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

LOCAL  OPTION  —  ROOM  OCCUPANCY 
CHAPTER  71  PUPIL  TRANSPORTATION 
LOCAL  AID 
HIGHWAY 

ELDERLY,  WIDOWS,  VETERANS  ABATEMENTS 
SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS 
CHAPTER  70  SCHOOL  AID 


11,445.00 
121,549.00 
1,192,644.00 
19,866.83 
11,136.00 
95,724.00 
481,047.00 
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LICENSES: 
DOG 

FISH  AND  GAME 


6,849.00 
10,959.25 


PERFORMANCE  BONDS: 
ENGINEERING 
SELECTMEN 
PLANNING 


37,758.87 
25,647.57 
65,863.23 


FEES: 


POLICE  —  OFF  DUTY 
COBRA  —  ADMINISTRATION 


8,33L91 
151.86 


SPECL^L  REVENUE: 
GIFTS 
GRANTS 

CONSERVATION,  NOTE  OF  INTENTION  HLING  FEE 
CEMETERY  LAND  FUND 
COUNTY  DOG  FUND 
HIGHWAY  AID 


136,239.01 
152,582.96 
6,142.00 
7,654.00 
5,217.92 
129,078.00 


ENTERPRISE  FUNDS: 

NURSING  SERVICES 
MERRIAM  SCHOOL 
COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN 
SEPT  AGE  DISPOSAL 
NESWC  FUND 

REFUNDS: 

VENDOR 


271,917.52 
191,269.61 
31,616.13 
153,000.62 
508,282.00 

35.54 


REVOLVING  FUNDS 
POLICE 
HRE 

CAFETERIA 

INSURANCE  RECOVERY 
MUNIC.  PROP  —  RECREATION 


83,340.19 
915.80 
189,711.30 
2,464.09 
816.95 


AGENCY  FUNDS: 

SPECIAL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
DEPUTY  COLLECTOR  FEE 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  TRUST 
VENDOR  RECOVERY 
REGISTRY  FEE 
AMBULANCE  FEE' 
HEALTH  INSURANCE: 
HEALTH  INSURANCE: 


COUNTY  RETIREES 
TEACHER  RETIREES 


2,150.00 
21,203.89 
2,283,765.76 
2,112.44 
2,737.01 
5,678.00 
47,495.64 
13,135.30 


INTEREST: 

TAX  TITLE 

TAXES 

DEPOSITS 

STABILIZATION  FUND 
RETIREMENT  FUND 
TRUST  FUNDS 
EMINENT  DOMAIN 
INSURANCE  TRUST 


75,019.06 
146,049.90 
312,726.31 

31,970.27 

15,066.54 
156,928.26 
3,691.93 

16,704.76 
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TRUST  FUND: 

PERPETUAL  CARE 
TRANSFER  T.M.  VOTE 


30,284.00 
66,000.00 


OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCE: 

HIGHWAY  NOTE  129,078.00 

TOTAL  REVENUE  35,782,643.75 


STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

JULY  1,  1990  TO  JUNE  30, 1991 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  APPROPRIATED  DISBURSED  BALANCE 

OR  AVAILABLE 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  SALARY 


N/fOnPP  ATOP 

900  00 

1  00  00 

100 

00 

1  'XI  "^SO  00 

Ml  91  S  Sfi 

I  J  I  .Z.  I  J.  JO 

M40 

SELECTMEN,  ENCUMBERED 

1,575.00 

TOWN  OFFICE  CLERICAL 

37 1,26  LOO 

356,647.54 

13,997 

11 

CLERICAL,  ENCUMBERED 

615.69 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

51,614.00 

35,969.96 

14,750 

16 

ACCOUNTANT,  ENCUMBERED 

893.88 

TREASURER/COLLECTOR 

93,548.00 

79,340.56 

9,939 

39 

TREASURER/COLLECTOR  ENCUMBERED 

4,zoo.Uj 

TOWN  ASSESSOR 

67,285.00 

oj,juy.  J  0 

C9Q 

on 

ASSESSOR,  ENCUMBERED 

TOWN  CLERK 

46,690.00 

46, 144.oU 

C  1 

J  1 

zU 

CLERK,  ENCUMBERED 

4y4.UU 

ELECTIONS  &  REGISTRATION 

7,940.00 

^  f\  10  A  AC 

ID,  /o4.46 

(Z,o44 

46) 

PLANNING  BOARD 

83,920.00 

/to  i^f\ 

4o,jZ  /.oU 

Jj,3yz 

A  C\ 

4U 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

31,857.00 

31,842.20 

( 

36) 

CONSERVATION,  ENCUMBERED 

15.16 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

186,237.00 

1             c  r\r\ 

172,725.90 

13,222 

56 

MUNICIPAL  PROP.,  ENCUMBERED 

288.54 

CEMETERIES 

135,915.00 

1  Zo,0 1  J.  1  J 

n  1  "7^ 
/,  1  /j 

5y 

CEMETERIES,  ENCUMBERED 

124.48 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

31,842.00 

31,812.84 

•1  29 

16 

VETERAN'S  AGENT 

2,031.00 

546.56 

1,484 

44 

A)     TOTAL  SALARIES 

1,242,690.00 

1,139,782.29 

93,685 

99 

GEN.  GOV'T  SALARIES  ENCUMBERED 

9,221.72 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  EXPENSE 

MODERATOR 

20.00 

0.00 

20 

00 

SELECTMEN 

61,270.00 

48,143.49 

(12,074 

23) 

SELECTMEN  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

25,200.74 

LEGAL  SERVICES 

293,000.00 

182,857.36 

88,142 

64 

LEGAL  SERVICES  ENCUMBERED 

22,000.00 

LEGAL  EXPENSES 

4,000.00 

10,124.19 

(6,385 

39) 

LEGAL  EXPENSES  ENCUMBERED 

261.20 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

2,101.00 

2,135.19 

(986 

18) 

ACCOUNTANT  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

951.99 

TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 

170,165.00 

145,866.73 

(32,967 

59) 

TREAS/COLL  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

57,265.86 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

APPROPRIATED 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

OR  AVAILABLE 

TOWN  ASSESSOR 

3,000.00 

2,122.79 

(17,122.79) 

ASSESSOR  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

18,000.00 

TOWN  CLERK 

4,980.00 

4,846.21 

43.79 

TOWN  CLERK,  ENCUMBERED 

90.00 

ELECTIONS  &  REGISTRATION 

8,565.00 

6,215.41 

2,349.59 

PLANNING  BOARD 

7,596.00 

5,023.43 

(30,124.05) 

PLANNING  EXPENSES,  ENCUMBERED 

32,696.62 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

2,750.00 

2,664.82 

85.18 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

0.00 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES 

2,445.00 

1,791.00 

59.00 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES,  ENCUMBERED 

595.00 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

241,067.00 

242,284.45 

(16,944.45) 

MUNIC.  PROP.  ENCUMBERED 

15,727.00 

CEMETERIES 

10,716.00 

17,447.77 

(7,006.77) 

CEMETERIES,  ENCUMBERED 

275.00 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  TRAVEL 

TOWN  UTILITIES: 

HYDRANT  RENTAL 

125.00 

(125.00) 

STREET  LIGHTING 

100,000.00 

100,130.51 

(295.01) 

STREET  LIGHTS,  ENCUMBERED 

164.50 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

15,000.00 

6,179.80 

7,797.20 

TOWN  REPORT  COMM.,  ENCUMBERED 

1,023.00 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

500.00 

290.73 

209.27 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

10,215.00 

10,171.20 

43.80 

VETERAN'S  AGENT  EXPENSES 

100.00 

45.00 

55.00 

VETERAN'S  AID 

10,000.00 

14,171.62 

(4,171.62) 

HANDICAP  EXPENSES 

1,400.00 

601.67 

48.35 

HANDICAP,  ENCUMBERED 

749.98 

B)     TOTAL  GENERAL  GOV'T 

950,090.00 

804,438.37 

(29,349.26) 

TOTAL  GEN.  GOV'T  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

175,000.89 

SELECTMEN 

OUT  OF  STATE  TRAVEL 

2,000.00 

221.00 

1 ,779.00 

C)     TOTAL  TRAVEL 

2,000.00 

221.00 

1,779.00 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY  SALARY 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT: 

SALARIES,  REGULAR 

1,100,048.00 

1,096,745.74 

(829.67) 

SALARIES,  EMCUMBERED 

4,131.93 

SALARIES,  OTHER 

243,681.00 

231,386.69 

5,119.70 

SALARIES,  OTHER,  ENCUMBERED 

7,174.61 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT: 

SALARIES,  REGULAR 

1,312,039.00 

1,267,228.65 

5,683.05 

SALARIES,  EMCUMBERED 

39,127.30 

SALARIES,  OTHER 

249,663.00 

236,459.53 

(5,506.35) 

SALARIES.  OTHER,  ENCUMBERED 

18,709.82 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

76,109.00 

75.545.92 

563.08 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

95,401.00 

94,533.48 

867.52 

D)     TOTAL  SALARIES 

3,076,941.00 

3,001,900.0! 

5,987.33 

TOT.  PROT.  PERS/PROP.  SAL.  ENCUMBERED  69,143.66 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 

Inter- Departmental  Communicatio 


DATE:    April  6,  1992 


TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 


Don  Johnson,  Town  Manager 

Mary  E,  Larson,  Town  Accountant 

Revision  of  1991  Acton  Town  Report 

The  heading  General  Government  Travel  on  page  96  of  the 
1991  Acton  Town  Report  should  be  omitted.    The  information 
under  the  heading  is  actually  a  continuation  of  the  General 
Government  Expenses. 

Your  cooperation  to  correct  this  printing  error  is 
appreciated. 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY  EXPENSES 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

46,884.00 

42,347.07 

(2,705.07) 

POLICE  EUNDS  ENCUMBERED 

7,242.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

52,475.00 

37,282.37 

1,799.76 

EXPENSES,  ENCUMBERED 

13,392.87 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

73,825.00 

33,349.56 

(1,660.24) 

EXPENSES,  ENCUMBERED 

42,135.68 

DOG  OFFICER 

10,000.00 

4,600.00 

5,400.00 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

3,955.00 

2,628.45 

25.30 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  ENCUMBERED 

1,301.25 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

16,915.00 

15,888.50 

696.29 

HEALTH  DEPT.,  ENCUMBERED 

330.21 

ELIOT  MENTAL  HEALTH 

E)     TOTAL  EXPENSES 

204,054.00 

136,095.95 

(3,556.04) 

TOTAL  PROTECTION  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

64,402.01 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  SALARY 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 

97,248.00 

94,375.31 

2,872.69 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

401,261.00 

380,923.76 

17,864.24 

HIGHWAY,  ENCUMBERED 

2,473.00 

O.T.  SNOW 

40,000.00 

32,201.28 

7,798.72 

F)     TOTAL  SALARIES 

538,509.0a 

507,500.35 

28,535.65 

PUBLIC  WORKS  SALARIES  ENCUMBERED 

2,473.00 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENSE 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 

8,400.00 

5,267.57 

(3,048.86) 

EXPENSES,  ENCUMBERED 

6,181.29 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

GENERAL  EXPENSES 

31,100.00 

27,628.50 

3,471.50 

SPECIAL  PROJECTS 

19,500.00 

15,295.40 

.60 

SPECIAL  PROJECTS,  ENCUMBERED 

4,204.00 

SNOW  AND  ICE  CONTROL 

107,000.00 

106,815.06 

128.04 

SNOW  AND  ICE,  ENCUMBERED 

56.90 

ROAD  MAINTENANCE 

181,163.00 

79,180.35 

(16,420.78) 

ROAD  MAINT.,  ENCUMBERED 

118,403.43 

MACHINERY  EXPENSE 

83,850.00 

90,928.63 

(7,096.39) 

MACHINERY,  ENCUMBERED 

17.76 

GAS  AND  FUEL 

72,600.00 

72,899.95 

(466.79) 

GAS  &  FUEL,  ENCUMBERED 

166.84 

G)     TOTAL  EXPENSES 

503,613.00 

398,015.46 

(23,432.68) 

TOTAL  EXP.  ENCUMBERED 

129,030.22 

LIBRARIES  SALARY 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

281,346.00 

283,341.31 

d  995  3n 

WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY 

15,881.00 

15,881.72 

(.72) 

H)     TOTAL  SALARIES 

297,227.00 

299,223.03 

(1,996.03) 

LIBRARIES  EXPENSES 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY: 

EXPENSES 

26,741.00 

24,776.42 

1,964.58 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

APPROPRIATED 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

OR  AVAILABLE 

BOOKS 

54,742.00 

53.705.83 

(.82) 

BOOKS,  ENCUMBERED 

1,036.99 

WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY 

3,027.00 

3,021.83 

5.17 

I)      TOTAL  EXPENSES 

84,510.00 

81,504.08 

1.968.93 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES  ENCUMBERED 

1,036.99 

INSURANCE 

INSURANCE. 

GROUP  HEALTH 

593,000.00 

736,483.92 

(143.483.92) 

OTHER  INSURANCE 

392  400  00 

■J  y  ^  ^^KJKJ  .\J\J 

306  510  11 

85  889  89 

MEDICARE 

30.000.00 

39,588.17 

(9.588.17) 

J)  TOTAL 

1,015,400.00 

1,082,582.20 

(67.182.20) 

PENSIONS 

PENSIONS 

9 1 4  noo  00 

802  683  80 

0\J^y\jOJ  .0\J 

111  316  20 

111     1  yj.^yj 

L)  TOTAL 

914,000.00 

802,683.80 

111.316.20 

DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

REVENUE  NOTES: 

INTEREST  IN  ANTICIPATION 

164,000.00 

7,573.35 

156,426.65 

CONANT  SCHOOL: 

PRINCIPAL 

80,000.00 

80,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

2,280.00 

2,280.00 

0.00 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION  1982: 

PRINCIPAL 

100,000.00 

100,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

14,138.00 

14,137.50 

.50 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION  1985: 

PRINCIPAL 

75,000.00 

75,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

22,738.00 

22,737.50 

.50 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION  1986: 

PRINCIPAL 

350,000.00 

350,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

124,500.00 

124,500.00 

0.00 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION  1987: 

PRINCIPAL 

205,000.00 

205,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

58,347.00 

58,347.50 

(.50) 

FIRE  TRUCK: 

DEBT 

100,000.00 

100,000.00 

0.00 

INTEREST 

8,000.00 

4,583.17 

3.416.83 

SEWERS,  INTEREST 

20,000.00 

0.00 

20.000.00 

M)    TOTAL  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

1,324,003.00 

1,144,159.02 

179.843.98 

ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

N)  MERRIAM 

143,685.00 

138,197.95 

0.00 

MERRIAM,  ENCUMBERED 

5,487.05 

0)     ELDER  VAN 

31,900.00 

28,220.88 

3,443.92 

ELDER  VAN,  ENCUMBERED 

235.20 

P)  NURSING 

206,000.00 

205,977.72 

22.28 

NESWC 

790,(X)0.00 

780,447.61 

9.552.39 

Q)     SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL 

250,000.00 

149,473.39 

98.526.61 

SEPTAGE,  ENCUMBERED 

2.000.00 

TOTAL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

1.421,585.00 

1,302,317.55 

111,545.20 

ENTERPRISE  ENCUMBERED 

7.722.25 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


LOCAL  SCHOOLS 

OPERATING  EXPENSES                                  8,140,994.00  8,032,787.22  1,538.87 

OPERATING  EXPENSES  ENCUMBERED  1 06,667.9 1 

OUT  OF  STATE  TRAVEL                                      5,500.00  5,500.00  0.(X) 

BLANCHARD  AUDITORIUM                                32,043.00  24,327.32  0.00 

BLANCHARD  AUDITORIUM  ENCUMBERED  7,715.68 


Q)     TOTAL  EXPENSES                                  8,178,537.00  8,062,614.54  1,538.87 

TOTAL  EXPENSES  ENCUMBERED  1 14,383.59 

REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 

OPERATING  EXPENSES                                  6,633,892.00  6,632,230.00  1,662.00 

MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST                          489,191.00  489,191.00  0.00 

R)     TOTAL  EXPENSES                                  7,123,083.00  7,121,421.00  1,662.00 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 

OPERATING  EXPENSES                                    560,995.00  546,743.00  14,252.00 


S)     TOTAL  EXPENSES                                    560,995.00  546,743.00  14,252.00 

TOTAL  SCHOOL  EXPENSES                           15,862,615.00  15,730,778.54  17,452.87 

SCHOOL  EMCUMBERED  1 14,383.59 

TOTAL  BUDGET                                          27,437,237.00  26,431,201.65  433,621.02 

TOTAL  BUDGET  ENCUMBERED  572,414.33 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

REVOLVING  FUNDS: 

CAFETERIA  190,769.89 

INSURANCE  RECOVERY  3,066.79 
TRUST  FUND  TRANSFERS 

T-3       GOERGE  AMES  78.00 

T-4       ARLETTE  APPLEYARD  255.00 

T-5       BETSY  BALL  22,303.90 

T-5       PERPETUAL  CARE  NEW  FUND  18,414.31 

T-6       PERPETUAL  CARE  22,450.00 

T-7       A.B.  CONANT  FAMILY  240.00 

T-10      DR.  DAVIS  184.00 

T-11      M.DESMOND  484.00 

T- 1 2      ROBBINS  AND  FAMILY  1 2 1 .00 

T-13      E.  ROBBINS  289.00 

T-14      C APT.  ROBBINS  FUND  457.50 

T-15      ROBBINS  AND  AMES  3,763.00 

T-16      ELIZABETH  WHITE  CHARITY  9,325.00 

T-19      GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CEMETERY  201.50 

T-20      FRANK  HAYWARD  109.00 

T-21      HOITT  AND  SCOTT  99.00 

T-22      MRS.  HARRY  O'NIEL  25.00 

T-23      FRANK  KNOWLTON  194.00 

T-24      LUKE  BLANCHARD  305.00 

T-25      RAYMOND  MONUMENT  FUND  30.00 

T-26      HENRY  RAYMOND  440.00 

T-27      HOSMER  FUND  14,482.99 
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T 

■34 

JENKS  FAMILY 

T- 

■35 

MARY  AND  CHARLES  SMITH 

T 

■36 

ERNEST  JONES 

T 

37 

JENKS  FUND  YOUTH  PROGRAM 

T 

01 

CONANT  H.S.  LIBRARY 

T 

70 

MARK  CLAPF  FUND 

T 

72 

CHARLOTTE  CONANT  FUND 

T- 

78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT  FUND 

T 

82 

PLANTER  FUND 

T 

84 

NEWELL  B.  TAINTER 

T- 

88 

WILLIAM  A.  WILDE 

T 

90 

KATHERINE  KINSLEY 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

T-29  J.  ROLAND  WHTHERBEE  443.00 
T-31  SARAH  WATSON  339.00 
T-33      CARRIE  WELLS  154.00 

TRUST  FUND  TRANSFERS: 

28,313.70 
314.00 
143.00 
3,082.52 
332.11 
153.95 
84.72 
600.00 
144.29 
450.80 
886.55 
1,684.75 

TEMPORARY  LOANS: 

HIGHWAY  129,078.00 

PAYROLL  WITHHOLDINGS: 

FEDERAL  TAX  1 ,60 1 ,604.35 

STATE  TAX  652,331.29 

COUNTY  RETIREMENT  368,074.68 

TEACHER  RETIREMENT  288,753.87 

PICA  39,588.17 

COURT  JUDGEMENTS  28, 1 73.72 

TEACHER  SCHOOL  INSURANCE  1 ,0 1 4.00 

GROUP  LIFE  INSURANCE  1 2,632.40 

BLUE  CROSS  AND  SHIELD  121,131.16 

MIDDLESEX  INSTITUTE  FOR  SAVINGS  336,577.70 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  DUES  10,560.00 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  DUES  3,835.00 

TEACHER  DUES  28,709.01 

TEACHERS  ANNUNITIES  294,388.77 

TEACHERS  CREDIT  UNION  94,233.56 

DEFERRED  COMPENSATION  84,240.91 

DISABILITY  INSURANCE  1,726.78 

HARVARD  HEALTH  INSURANCE  26,349.43 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  DUES  6,652,69 

MAINTENANCE  DUES  1,243.50 

UNITED  FUND  1,257.00 

AGENCY: 

PERFORMANCE  BOND.  PLANNING  BOARD  46,413.97 

PERFORMANCE  BOND,  DEPOSIT  ENGINEERING  1 5,500.00 

PERFORMANCE  BOND,  SELECTMEN  14,298.02 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  OFF  DUTY  DETAILS  84,557.05 

DOG  LICENSE  TO  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  1 2,208.00 

DIVISION  OF  nSH  AND  GAME  LICENSES  11,1 57.00 

TAX  COLLECTION  DEPUTY  FEES  2 1 ,365.70 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  OFF  DUTY  DETAILS  3,085.83 

AMBULANCE  FEES  6,042.00 

VENDOR  RECOVERY  2,112.44 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  RETIREES  39,003.07 
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OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  COUNTY  RET.  46,482.90 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  TEACHER  RET.  1 3,909. 1 1 

SPECIAL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  2,000.00 

CONSULTANT  FEES  1 ,94 1 .56 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES  RECREATION  EXPENSE  684.66 


GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS: 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  5, 1 48.29 

PENDERGAST  DEV.  CORP.  4,197.50 

HAARTZ  12.21 

HEALTH  EFFECTS  SURVEY  672.62 

HANDICAP  192.78 

DIGITAL  —  HIGH  STREET                                           ./  869.83 

GREAT  HILL  DEVELOPMENT  1 1 7.68 

MIDDLESEX  BK  TRAFHC  ISSUE  9 1 1 .00 

DEFIBRILLATION  1,303.59 

MASTER  PLAN  1,528.00 

POST  OFFICE  SIDEWALKS  15,000.00 

W.  ACTON  LIBRARY  368.87 

MOBILE  OIL  634.00 

SYMPOSUIM  106.00 

CONSERVATION  TRAIL  1 ,9 1 1 .05 

MEMORIAL  DAY  PARADE  2,409.39 

CORPORATE  PROGRAM  2, 1 66.66 

GATES  SCHOOL  MATH  TUTOR  3,209.50 

APS  EXTERNSHIP  PROGRAM  90,662.88 


FEDERAL  FUNDS: 

CHAPTER  I  36,653.90 

CHAPTER  2  4,987.80 

DRUG  FREE  SCHOOLS  6,222.50 

EARLY  CHILDHOOD  11,683.26 

ED  REFUGE  CHILD  TRANSITION  PROGRAM  6,023.06 

TITLE  II  MATH  &  SCIENCE  1,292.58 


STATE  GRANTS: 

ED.  HORACE  MANN  722.00 

ED.  CHAPTER  1 88,  SCH  IMP  2,87 1 .39 

PROMOTE  SELF  ESTEEM  6 1 .63 

ELDERLY  GRANTS  2,347.25 

MUNICIPAL  LOCKUP  96.24 

ARTS  LOTTERY  11,099.27 

EXTERNSHIP  75.40 

SPEC  ED  PAC  TECH  ASSIST  750.00 

M.E.G.  PROG  CH  206  17,545.94 

LIBRARY  INCENTIVE  7,524.44 

POLLING  HOURS  EXTENSION  1 ,798.00 

PARTNERSHIP  PLANNER  15,005.06 

DRUG  TASK  FORCE  13,101.09 

HIGHWAY  FUNDS: 

HIGHWAY  CONTRACT  129,078.00 
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OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS: 

COUNTY  TAX  33,220.51 

AIR  POLLUTION  CONTROL  4, 148.00 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL  3,468.00 

GROUP  INSURANCE,  ELDERLY  1,936.00 

REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY  1 5,056.00 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  SURCHARGE  680.00 


ARTICLES: 


24 

04/86  SIDEWALK  CONSTRUCTION 

430.00 

25 

04/86  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  CARPET 

oo/r  OA 

42,886.84 

41 

04/00  AL  1  UN  ChN  1  hK  LAND  IMFKUVhMbN  1 

Tin  f\A 

4o 

f\A  IQ^  OUT  A  I  T'LJ  CT*  A  ETCTKT/^ 

U4/00  HhAL  1 H  5 1  ArrlNO 

/,U34.y  1 

47 

04/86  SEWER  PIPING 

8,302.75 

2 

Uo/o  /  bCHUUL  LArl  1  AL  FKUJhC  1 

zoz.Ou 

1  o 

18 

f\A  too  f  TDD  ADV  KTir'T'\'X//^D  J/' 

213.42 

2o 

U4/oo  W,  AL  1  UN  IKArrIC  LICjHI 

1  1  OCT 
1 1,95  /  .o9 

39 

f\A  /OO  T'Dtrrr  DI    A  KTTTM/^ 

04/oo  1  Khb  FLAN  I  INu 

1  Ait  r\r\ 

1 ,4 1 1 .00 

45 

04/88  ACCRbDITIONS  PELS 

3,700.00 

49 

04/88  AIR  COMPRESSOR  SYSTEM 

436.79 

8 

09/88  MASTER  PLAN 

35,133.65 

15 

04/89  ASBESTOS  REMOVAL 

12,780.93 

16 

04/89  M.I.S.  SYSTEM 

3,965.33 

17 

04/89  CAPITAL  EQUIPMENT 

3,623.00 

29 

04/90  AMBULANCE  PURCHASE 

54,472.00 

30 

04/90  CRUISERS  PURCHASE 

32.045.00 

31 

04/90  MACK  TRACTOR 

45,000.00 

32 

04/90  BRUSH  CHIPPER 

12,697.11 

14 

1 1/90  CONSERVATION  OPERATING  BUDGET 

979.45 

16 

1 1/90  MT.  HOPE  INTERN 

1,985.00 

REFUNDS: 

1990  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  33.75 

1991  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  340.46 

1989  REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  182.03 

1990  REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  83,342.83 

1991  REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  65,909.37 

1 988  MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES  ( 1 5.82) 

1989  MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES  2,063.08 

1990  MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES  9,309.52 

1991  MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES  1,807.92 

INTEREST  REFUNDED  ON  TAXES  1 ,744.69 


ENCUMBERED  FUNDS: 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  SALARIES  342.68 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  EXPENSES  63, 142.97 

PROTECTION  SALARIES  48,703.78 

PROTECTION  EXPENSES  12,526.26 

PUBLIC  WORKS  SALARIES  2,53 1 .20 

PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENSES  2,967.78 

LIBRARY  SALARIES  67.08 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES  83 1 .38 

MERRI AM  SCHOOL  12,575.00 

SCHOOL  132,905.94 
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OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

SCHOOL  OUT  OF  STATE  TRAVEL  980.00 

SCHOOL  BLANCHARD  AUDITORIUM  10,683.00 

NURSING  6,886.50 

SEPT  AGE  DISPOSAL  8,29 1 .03 

NESWC  23,042.27 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TRUST  1,877,303.99 

TAX  TITLE  EXPENSES  3,535.00 

TOTAL  DISBURSED  34,337, 1 9 1 .89 

TOTAL  ENCUMBERED  572,414.33 


J 


Sponsored  by  the  Acton  Memorial  Library,  members  of  the  5th  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Civil  War  history  buffs,  conducted  a  two-day  Civil  War 
encampment  at  the  Acton  Arboretum  in  April,  1991.  Three  regiments  are  expected  to  repeat  the  successful  weekend  in  1992. 
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STREET  PRECINCT  LIST 


STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

Adams  Street 

5 

Agawam  Road 

3 

Alcott  Street 

2 

Algonquin  Road 

3 

Apple  Valley  Drive 

4 

Arborwood  Road 

5 

Arlington  Street 

1  -582 

Odd#'s67-239 

3 

Even  #'s70-240 

4 

250  -  423 

3 

Ashley  Circle 

1 

Ashwood  Road 

5 

Assabet  Crossing 

5 

Audubon  Drive 

5 

Autumn  Lane 

3 

Ayer  Road 

5 

Azalea  Court 

5 

Badger  Circle 

1 

Balsam  Drive 

2 

Bankside  Hollow 

1 

Barker  Road 

2 

Baxter  Road 

4 

Bayberry  Road 

1 

Bellantoni  Drive 

5 

Berry  Lane 

2 

Beth  Circle 

1 

Betsy  Ross  Circle 

3 

Beverly  Road 

4 

Billings  Street 

4 

Birch  Ridge  Road 

3 

Black  Horse  Drive 

3 

Brabrook  Road 

1 

Breezy  Point  Road 

1 

Brewster  Lane 

4 

Bridal  Path  Way 

1 

Bridges  Drive 

2 

Broadview  Street 

5 

Bromfield  Road 

2 

Brook  Street 

1 

Brookside  Circle 

5 

Brown  Bear  Crossing 

1 

Brucewood  Road 

5 

Bulette  Road 

2 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

Caitlan  Drive 

4 

Candida  Lane 

5 

Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

4 

Capt.  Forbush  Lane 

4 

Carlisle  Road 

1 

Carlton  Drive 

5 

Carriage  Drive 

5 

Castle  Drive 

3 

Cedar  Terrace  Drive 

4 

Central  Street 

167  to  end 

3 

2  to  159 

4 

Chadwick  Street 

5 

STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

Chaffin  Way 

2 

Charter  Road 

4 

Cherokee  Road 

3 

Cherry  Ridge  Road 

3 

Church  Street 

3 

Clover  Hill  Road 

5 

Conant  Street 

Even  #'s 

4 

Odd  #'s 

5 

Concord  Road 

8  tol26 

2 

127  &  128 

1 

Concetta  Circle 

5 

Coolidge  Drive 

2 

Coughlin  Street 

2 

Country  Club  Road 

5 

Countryside  Road 

2 

Cowdrey  Lane 

2 

Craig  Road 

5 

Crescent  Street 

2 

Crestwood  Lane 

4 

Cricket  Way 

2 

Cross  Street 

1 

Davis  Road 

1 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

4 

Deer  Grass  Lane 

4 

Doris  Road 

4 

Downey  Road 

4 

Driftwood  Road 

5 

Drummer  Road 

5 

Duggan  Road 

3 

Durkee  Road 

4 

Duston  Lane 

1 

Eastern  Road 

1 

Eliot  Circle 

2 

Elm  Court 

3 

Elm  Street 

3 

Emerson  Drive 

2 

Esterbrook  Road 

1 

Ethan  Allen  Drive 

3 

Evergreen  Road 

2 

Fairway  Road 

5 

Faulkner  Hill  Road 

5 

Fern  wood  Road 

5 

Fife  &  Drum  Road 

2 

Flagg  Road 

1 

Fletcher  Court 

4 

Flint  Road 

4 

Flintlock  Road 

3 

Forest  Road 

2 

Fort  Pond  Road 

2 

Foster  Street 

5 

Fox  Hill  Road 

5 

Francine  Road 

4 

Eraser  Drive 

4 

Freedom  Farme  Road 

3 

STREET  NAME 

Garfield  Lane 
Gerald  Circle 
Giaconda  Avenue 
Granite  Road 
Grasshopper  Lane 
Great  Elm  Way 
Great  Road 
Greenwood  Lane 
Gregory  Lane 
Grist  Mill  Road 
Guswood  Road 

Haley  Lane 
Hammond  Street 
Harris  Street 
Harvard  Court 
Hatch  Road 
Hawthorne  Street 
Haynes  Court 
Hayward  Road 

1  to  612 
66  to  146 

Heald  Road 
Heather  Hill  Road 
Hemlock  Lane 
Henley  Road 
Hennessey  Drive 
Heritage  Road 
Heron  View  Road 
Hickory  Hill  Trail 
High  Street 

5  to  89 

91  to298 
Highland  Road 
Hillcrest  Drive 
Hillside  Terrace 
Homestead  Street 
Horseshoe  Drive 
Hosmer  Street 

2  to  64 
70  toll9 

Houghton  Lane 
Huckleberry  Lane 
Huron  Road 

Independence  Road 
Iris  Court 
Isaac  Davis  Way 

Odd  #'s 

Even  #'s 
Jackson  Drive 
Jefferson  Drive 
John  Swift  Road 
Joseph  Reed  Lane 
Juniper  Ridge  Road 

Kate  Drive 
Keefe  Road 
Kelley  Road 
Kingman  Road 
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STREET  NAME 

Kinsley  Lane 
Kinsley  Road 
Knowlton  Drive 
Knox  Trail 

Ladyslipper  Lane 
Larch  Road 
Laurel  Court 
Lawsbrook  Road 
Ledge  Rock  Way 
Liberty  Street 
Lilac  Court 
Lillian  Road 
Lincoln  Drive 
Lisa  Lane 
Littlefield  Road 
Longfellow  Park 
Long  Ridge  Road 
Lothrop  Road 

MacLeod  Lane 

Madison  Lane 

Magnolia  Drive 

Maillet  Drive 

Main  Street 
1  to  316 
351  to  631 
636  to  end 

Mead  Terrace 
Meadow  Brook  Road 
Meadow's  Edge 
Meetinghouse  Road 
Merriam  Lane 
Milldam  Road 
Minot  Avenue 
Minuteman  Road 
Mohawk  Drive 
Mohegan  Road 
Musket  Drive 
Myrtle  Drive 

Nadine  Road 
Nagog  Hill  Road 
Nagog  Park 
Nash  Road 
Nashoba  Road 
Newtowne  Road 
Nonset  Path 
North  Briar  Road 
North  Street 
Notre  Dame  Road 

Oakwood  Road 
Old  Barn  Way 
Old  Beaver  Brook 
Old  Colony  Lane 
Old  Meadow  Lane 
Old  Stone  Brook 
Old  Village  Road 
Olde  Lantern  Road 
Olde  Surrey  Drive 
Oneida  Road 
Orchard  Drive 


PRECINCT 

4 
4 
4 
5 

1 

2 
5 
5 
1 

4 
5 
2 
2 
5 
3 
2 
2 
4 

3 
2 
1 

5 

4 
2 
3 

3 
2 
1 
5 
5 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 

4 
2 
1 

4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 

5 
3 
1 
5 
5 
1 
2 
3 
5 
3 
3 


STREET  NAME 

Parker  Street 
Partridge  Hollow 
Partridge  Pond  Road 
Patrick  Henry  Circle 
Patriots  Road 
Paul  Revere  Road 
Pearl  Street 
Phalen  Street 
Pheasant  Hill 
Phlox  Lane 
Pine  Cone  Strand 
Pine  Street 
Pine  Ridge  Road 
Pinewood  Road 
Piper  Lane 
Piper  Road 

Even  #'s 

Odd  #'s 
Pond  Ridge  Road 
Pond  View  Drive 
Pope  Road 
Post  Office  Square 
Powder  Horn  Lane 
Powder  Mill  Road 
Proctor  Street 
Prospect  Street 
Puritan  Road 
Putnam  Road 
Putter  Drive 

Quaboag  Road 
Quail  Run 
Quarry  Road 

Railroad  Street 
Redwood  Road 
Revolutionary  Road 
River  Street 
Robbins  Street 
Robert  Road 
Robinwood  Road 
Rose  Court 
Russell  Road 

Sachem  Way 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive 

Sandas  Trail 

Sandalwood  Road 

Sandy  Drive 

Sarah  Indian  Way 

Sawmill  Road 

School  Street 
7  to  96 
100  to  305 

Seminole  Road 

Seneca  Court 

Seneca  Road 

Silver  Hill  Road 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane 

Simon  Wiilard  Road 

Sioux  Street 

Smart  Road 

Smith  Street 


PRECINCT 

5 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 

4 
4 
5 
4 


STREET  NAME 

South  Street 
Spencer  Road 
Spencer  Brook  Road 
Split  Rock  Road 
Spring  Hill  Road 
Spruce  Street 
Squirrel  Hill  Road 
St.  James  Circle 
Stoneymeade  Way 
Stow  Street 
Strawberry  Hill  Road 
Sudbury  Road 
Summer  Street 
Sutton  Place 
Sylvia  Street 


4  Taft  Lane 

5  Taylor  Road 
5  Tenny  Circle 
5  Thoreau  Road 

1  Ticonderoga  Road 

2  Till  Drive 

3  Torrington  Lane 

5  Town  House  Lane 

1  Townsend  Road 

4  Trask  Road 

5  Tumbling  Hawk 

2  Tuttle  Drive 
5  Valley  Road 

Vanderbilt  Road 

3 

1  Wachusett  Drive 

1  Wampanoag  Drive 
Wampus  Avenue 

4  Washington  Drive 

5  Waterside  Clearing 

2  Wayside  Lane 
5  West  Road 

4  Westford  Lane 

5  Wetherbee  Street 
5  Wheeler  Lane 

1  Whittier  Drive 

5  Willis  Holden  Drive 
Willow  Street 

1  Wilson  Lane 

4  Windemere  Drive 

3  Windsor  Avenue 

5  Odd#'s 

4  Even#"s 

2  Wingate  Lane 
1  Winter  Street 

Winterberry  Path 

4  Wood  Lane 

5  Woodbury  Lane 

3  Woodchester  Drive 
3  Wright  Terrace 

3  Wyndcliff  Drive 

5 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 


PRECINCT 

1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
4 
1 
4 
1 
5 
3 
2 
4 

2 
2 
5 
2 
3 
1 
4 
4 
3 
2 
1 
4 
5 
5 

3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
4 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 

3 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  APPLICATION 


Residents  interested  in  serving  on  a  Town  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  are  requested  to  complete  this  form  and  forward  it  to  the 
office  of  the  Town  Manager  at  the  Acton  Town  Hall. 
(Please  print  or  type) 

Date:  


Mr/Mrs. 

Ms/Dr  Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial 

Street  Address  Home  Phone   Business  Phone   


Please  refer  to  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  and  indicate  below,  in  order  of  preference,  the  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission,  which  is 
of  interest  to  you: 

1)  

2)  

3)  

Have  you  been  a  member  of  a  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  previously  (either  in  Acton  or  elsewhere)?  If  you  have,  please  list 
name(s)  and  dates  (approx): 


To  you  have  any  time  restrictions?  

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Acton?  in  Massachusetts?   

Are  you  a  US  citizen?  

Present  occupation  and  employer  (optional  -  attach  resume)  

Do  you  or  your  employer  have  any  current  or  potential  business  relationship  with  the  Town  of  Acton  that  could  create  a  conflict  of 

interest?  

Education  or  special  training  


Please  list  below  any  additional  information  or  comments  which  may  help  in  the  matching  of  your  interests  with  the  most  appropriate 
Board/Committee,  such  as  civic  experience,  special  interest/hobbies,  etc: 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  BOARDS,  COMMITTEES,  AND  COMMISSIONS 


Action-Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Aging,  Council  on 

Appeals,  Board  of 

Assessors,  Board  of 

Audit  Monitoring  Committee 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Health,  Board  of 

Historical  Commission 


Historic  District  Commission 

Investment  Advisory  Committee 

Metropolitan  Advisory  Planning  Council 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

Minuteman  Vocational  School  Representative 

Planning  Board 

Prison  Advisory  Committee 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations  Committee 

Recreation  Commission 

South  Acton  Revitalization  Committee 

Town  Report  Committee 

Transportation  Advisory  Committee 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Thank  you.  If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  contact  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 
(you  can  find  out  who  the  current  members  are  by  calling  the  Town  Manager's  office  at  Town  Hall,  264-9612).  the  space  below  is  for 
use  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  and  the  appointing  body  to  record  the  status  of  your  application. 


VCC  INTERVIEW 

applicant  called:  date/by . 
scheduled  date  /  time 


VCC  RECOMMENDATION:  date   

Board(s)    Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 

  Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 

  Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 


Date  VCC  recommendation  sent  to 
BOS  /  TMgr  /  TMod   


No  openings  at  this  time 


APPOINTING  BODY:  BOS/TMgr/TMod 

Interview  date   


Appointed:  Date 

to:  Board  

Term 


NOTIFICATION  OF  APPOINTMENT 

Date  Received  by  VCC  


Notification  by  the  VCC: 
Date  committee  notified 
Date  applicant  notified  _ 


lelectmen 
{now  Removal 
Itreet  Lights 
Jtreet  Trees 
fax  Collections 
fown  Finances 
fown  Manager 
frain  Service 

rransfer  Station/Recycle  Center 

/eterans'  Services 

^^ater  Problems 

^elface  Questions 

A^ire  Inspection 

Zoning 

ioning  Appeals 
Jchools 


School  Nurse 


Night  Calls 


Special  Calls 


Town  Hall 

Highway  Department 

Boston  Edison 

Municipal  Properties 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

Treasurer 

Town  Hall 

Boston  and  Maine 

Highway  Department 

Veterans'  Agent 

Water  District 

Welfare  Department 

Wire  Inspector 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

Board  of  Appeals 

Switchboard  Calls  (7a.m.  to  5  p.m.) 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High 
Community  Education  Office 
Conant  School 
Douglas  School 
Gates  School 
McCarthy-Towne  School 
High  School 
Junior  High  School 
Elementary  Schools 
Central  Office 

Community  Education  and  High  School 

Community  Education  and  Junior  High  School 

Conant  School 

Douglas  School 

Gates  School 

McCarthy-Towne 

Athletic  Office 

Field  Office 

Extended  Day  Programs 


264 
264 

1-800-752 
264- 
264 
264- 
264 

1-800-392 
264- 
264 
263- 
481 
264 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
264- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 
263- 


9611 
9624 
5200 
9629 
9618 
9617 
9612 
6099 
9624 
9617 
9107 
4726 
9632 
9632 
9632 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
4700 
9503 
7738 
2607 
9504 
2753 
9162 
4982 
0060 
1553 
8538 


(Some  meetings 
Acton  Historical  Commission 
Acton  Housing  Authority 
Acton  Memorial  Library  Trustees 
Board  of  Appeals 
Board  of  Assessors 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Citizen's  Library 
Commission  on  Disability 
Conservation  Commission 
Council  on  Aging 

Historic  District  Commission 
Commission  on  Disability 
Planning  Board 
Planning  Council 
Recreation  Commission 
School  Committee  —  Local 
School  Committee  —  Regional 
Transportation  Advisory  Comm. 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Comm. 
Water  Commissioners 


REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETINGS 

subject  to  change  —  confirm  with  Town  Cleric  24  hours 
2nd  Wednesday  8  PM 
1st  and  3rd  Mondays  7  PM 
2nd  Monday  8  PM 

2nd  Monday  (except  April  &  August)  7:30  PM 

1st  Wednesday  6  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Every  other  Tuesday  7:30  PM 

3rd  Thursday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Thursday  7  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  8  PM 

2nd  Wednesday  7:30  P.M. 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

2nd  Thursday  7  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesdays  7:30  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays  7  PM 

2nd  Thursday  8  PM 

1st  Thursday  7  PM 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  7:30  PM 

Mondays  7:30  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 


prior  to  listed  times) 

Hosmer  House,  300  Main  St. 
68  Windsor  Ave.,  W.  Acton 
Memorial  Libiary,  Staff  Room 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Citizen's  Library,  W.  Acton 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Acton  Congregational  Church 

C.O.A.  Office-Ground  Floor 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Jr.  High,  Conf  Room  114 
Jr.  High,  Conf  Room  114 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Whitcomb  Station,  693  Mass.  Ave. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS: 

POLICE:  263  2911 

FIRE:  263-9191 

AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

EMERGENCY  TDD:  263-2911 

Give  your  NAME  and  ADDRESS  and  the  NATURE  OF  YOUR  EMERGENCY.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  the  message 
has  been  understood. 


For  answers  on: 


Call  the 


Telephone 


Animal  Inspection 

Animal  Inspector 

263-4979 

Assessments 

Board  of  Assessors 

264-9622 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Accountant 

264-9621 

Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Building 

Buildilng  Commissioner 

264-9632 

Cemeteries 

Cemetery  Superintendent 

264-9644 

Civil  Defense 

Director  of  Civil  Defense 

264-9655 

Conservation 

Conservation  Office 

264-9631 

Dog  Problems  (See  Licenses) 

Dog  Officer 

264-9638 

Education  Information 

School  Superintendent's  Office 

264-4700 

Elections,  Voting  and  Registration 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Elderly  Affairs 

Council  on  Aging 

264-9643 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

263-8720 

Public  Health  Nursing  Service 

264-9653 

Engineering 

Town  Engineer 

264-9628 

Fire  (Business  and  Permits) 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Garbage  and  Refuse 

Baord  of  Health 

264-9634 

RnarH  nf  Health 

764-9634 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Highways  and  Streets 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

Home  Nursing 

Public  Health  Nursing 

264-9653 

Housing 

Housing  Authority 

263-5339 

Libraries 

Acton  Memorial  Library 

264-9641 

Citizen's  Library  of  W.  Acton 

264-9652 

T.D.D.  (for  the  deaO 

635-0072 

LICENSES 

Dog 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Fishing 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Hunting 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Mental  Health 

Mental  Health  Assoc.  of  Central  Middlesex 

263-3455 

Mosquito  Control 

Municipal  Properties 

264-9629 

PERMITS 

Blasting 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Building 

Building  Inspector 

264-9632 

Food  Service 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Heating 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Historic  Districts  Certificates 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Oil  Burners 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Outdoor  Burning 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Plumbing 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Sewage 

■  Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Smoke  Detectors 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Wiring 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

264-9636 

Planning 

Planning  Department  (Fair  Housing) 

264-9636 

Police  Business 

Police  Department 

264-9638 

Recreation 

School  Department 

264-4700 

If 
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Acton,  Massachusetts 


Scenes  of  Acton 


The  Town  Report  Committee  invited  residents  of  Acton  to  participate  in  the  production  of  the  1 992  Annual  Report  by  contributing 
their  artistic  talents.  The  theme  was  "Scenes  of  Acton"  to  be  done  in  pen,  pencil,  or  charcoal  black  and  white.  The  goal  was  to  have  a 
variety  of  scenes  depicted  in  the  report. 

The  Committee  would  like  to  express  their  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  following  individuals,  each  of  whom  has  contributed 
one  or  more  sketches  to  this  report: 


Derya  Altan,  Age  1 1 
Nancy  Cullinane 
Wayne  Geehan 
Catherine  F.  Meeks 
John  Sarantakis,  Age  10 
Edna  Story 


"C.T.  Douglas  School" 

"A  View  from  10  Maple  Street" 

"Exchange  Hall  South  Acton" 

"Jones  Tavern" 

"Acton  Town  Hall" 

"Ice  House" 

"Albert  R.  and  Mabel  G.  Jenks  Library" 
"Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel" 


Deanie  Ramsauer  Zeitlin 


'Ill  nil. 
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ACTON 


Town  of 
Acton, 
Massachusetts 


Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Seventh  Municipal  Year 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st 


"Jones  Tavern" 

by  Catherine  Meeks 

Printed  by  Athol  Press  Inc..  —  Athol,  MA  01331 

For  Reference 


Not  to  be  taken  from  this  room 


Acton 

Incorporated  as  a  Town:        July  3, 1735 


Type  of  Government: 


Town  Meeting  —  Selectmen/Town  Manager 


Location: 


Eastern  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  County,  bordered  on  the  east  b" 
Carlisle  and  Concord,  on  the  west  by  Boxborough,  on  the  north  b 
Westford  and  Littleton,  on  the  south  by  Sudbury,  and  the  southwest  b 
Stow  and  Maynard. 


Elevation  at  Town  Hall: 


268'  above  mean  sea  level 


Land  Area:  Approximately  20  square  miles 


Population: 


Year 

Persons 

1950 

3,510 

1960 

7,238 

1970 

14,770 

1980 

19,000 

1990 

18,143 

1991 

17,509 

1992 

18,055 

Memorial  Dedication 
to  Those  who 
Served  the  Town  of  Acton 


Otto  Pasanen 
January  27, 1992 

Resident  for  42  years,  Mr.  Pasanen  served  on  Acton's  Board  of  Appeals  and  the  Water  Commission. 

John  Whittier 
March  19, 1992 

Resident  for  55  years,  Mr.  Whittier  served  on  the  Acton  Finance  Committee  and  continued  to  be  active  in 
town  affairs  until  his  death. 


William  L.  Chipman 
May  23, 1992 

Resident  for  45  years,  Mr.  Chipman  served  the  town  as  an  Acton  selectman.  He  also  served  on  the  Finance 
Committee  for  10  years. 
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National,  State  and  County  Officials 

Administration 

Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 
Elected  Town  Officials 
Appointments  by  Selectmen 
Appointments  by  Moderator 
Appointments  by  Town  Manager 

Town  Services 
Acton-Boxborough  Cultural  Council 
Acton  Memorial  Library 
Animal  Inspector 
Board  of  Appeals 
Board  of  Assessors 
Board  of  Health 
Building  Department 
Cemetery  Commission 

Civil  Defense/Emergency  Management  Review 

Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

Explorer  Post  7,  Search  &  Rescue  Team 
Conmiission  on  Disability 
Community  Housing  Corporation 
Conservation  Commission 
Council  on  Aging 
Dog  Officer 
Elizabeth  White  Fund 
Engineering  Department 
Fence  Viewer 
Finance  Committee 
Fire  Department 
Fort  Devens  Task  Force 
Goodnow  Fund 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Highway  Department 

Historic  District  Conmiission 

Historical  Commission 

Housing  Authority 

Investment  Advisory  Committee 

Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

Municipal  Properties 

Planning  Department 

Police  Department 

Prison  Advisory  Committee 

Public  Ceremonies  and  Celebrations  Comm. 

Public  Health  Nursing  Services 

Recreadon  Commission 

Recycling  Task  Force 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

South  Acton  Revitahzation  Committee 

Town  Report  Committee 

Transportation  Advisory  Committee 

Veterans'  Graves 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 
West  Acton  Citizen's  Library 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Office  of  the  Town  Clerk 

Vital  Statistics 
Deaths 

Presidential  Primary,  March  10, 1992 
Town  Election,  March  31, 1992 
State  Primary,  September  15, 1992 
State  Election,  November  3, 1992 
Annual  Town  Meeting,  AjmiI  6, 1992 

Eklucation  Reports 

School  Committee 
Acton  Public  Schools 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 
Community  Education 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School 
Annual  Report 
Financial  Repwt 

Enrollment  ' 

Financial  Reports 
Independent  Auditors  Report 
Trust  Fund 
Tax  CollectOT 
Town  Accountant 

Maps  of  Acton 

Street-Precinct  List 
Street  Map 

Conservation  Lands  M^ 

Volunteer  Application/Information 

Volunteer  Application 

At  Your  Service  Back  Covct 
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NATIONAL,  STATE,  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIALS 


President 

George  H.W.  Bush 

Vice-President 
J.  Danforth  Quayle 

SenatOTS  in  Congress 

5th  Congressional  District 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
John  F.  Kerry 

Governor 

William  F.  Weld 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

Michael  Joseph  Connolly 

Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 

Joseph  D.  Malone 

Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 

Joseph  DeNucci 

Attorney  General 

L.  Scott  Harshbarger 

Councillor,  3rd  Councilor  District 

Robert  B.  Kennedy 

Senator,  Middlesex/Worcester  District 

Robert  A.  Durand 

Representative  in  General  Court 

14th  Middlesex  Representative  District 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 

Pamela  P.  Resor 

County  Commissioners 

Thomas  J.  Larkin 
Edward  J.  Kennedy 
Francis  X.  Flaherty 

Clerk  of  Superior  Courts, 
Middlesex  County 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  South  District 

Eugene  Brune 

County  Treasurer 

James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 

Register  of  Probate 

Donna  M.  Lambert 

District  Attorney 

Thomas  F.  Reilly 

County  Sheriff 

John  P.  McGonigle 

REGISTERED  VOTER  STATISTICS  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 

1992 

Registered  Democrats 
Registered  Republicans 
Registered  Unenrolled 
Total  Registered  Voters 
Total  Population 

1,989 
1,554 
7,873 
11,416 
18,055 

4 


ADMINISTRATION 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  year  1992  will  be  noted  as  a  year  in  which  many 
unsettled  issues  were  resolved,  others  continued  to  stall,  and 
many  new  ones  surfaced.  The  variety  of  questions  that  come 
before  the  Selectmen  require  various  degrees  of  knowledge, 
decisiveness,  patience,  understanding,  and  a  sense  of  humor. 

The  voters  at  the  annual  town  election  returned  Norm  Lake 
to  office  for  a  second  term  and  elected  Finance  Committee 
member  Bill  Mullin  to  his  flrst  term  on  the  Board.  Nancy 
Tavemier  was  elected  Chairman  Dore  Hunter,  Vice  Chairman, 
and  Anne  Fanton,  Clerk.  The  Chairman  asked  each  board  mem- 
ber to  act  as  liaison  to  a  group  of  town  boards  and  committees  for 
the  Board.  The  Board  met  with  every  town  board  and  conunittee 
to  review  their  activities  and  share  concerns. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  v/ork  load  of  the  Board,  members 
serve  in  other  capacities  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  Norm  Lake 
serves  as  the  town's  representative  to  the  Middlesex  County 
Advisory  Board;  Nancy  Tavemier  serves  on  the  Acton  Commu- 
nity Housing  Corporation,  the  Recycling  Task  Force,  and  the 
Coordinating  Committee;  Dorfe  Hunter  serves  on  the  Coordinat- 
ing Committee  and  the  Rt.  2  Corridw  Advisory  Committee 
(CAC);  Anne  Fanton  serves  cm  the  CAC,  the  Master  Plan 
Coordinating  Committee,  MAGIC,  and  the  61 A  Task  Force;  and 
Bill  Mullin  serves  as  alternate  member  on  the  Coordinating 
Committee. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  reaffirmed  its  support  of  the 
Cowdinating  Committee  process.  The  Coordinating  Committee 
(comprised  of  members  of  the  school  and  town  staff.  School 
Committees,  Finance  Committee  and  Selectmen)  continues  to 
meet  regularly  to  establish  coordinated  expenditure  plans  which 
are  in  line  with  the  limited  funding  available  to  the  town  and 
schools.  Because  of  the  success  of  Treasurer  Roy  Wetherby' s  tax 
collection  program  which  resulted  in  the  collection  of  103%  of 
anticipated  revenues,  and  the  use  of  teacher  salary  deferral,  the 
Coordinating  Committee  was  able  to  pos^ne  die  need  for  a 
Prop.  21/2  override  for  fiscal  year  1993,  giving  property  taxpay- 
ers a  one  year  reprieve.  However,  an  override  will  be  needed  to 
maintain  the  level  of  present  services  for  fiscal  year  1994.  The 
continuing  problem  of  constrained  and  reduced  local  revenues 
envisions  the  need  for  an  ongoing  annual  override  of  Prop.  2  1/ 
2,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  costs  of  increasing  school 
enrollment,  inflation,  and  employee  benefits. 

Much  board  and  staff  time  was  spent  on  the  complex  issues 
revolving  around  solid  waste  disposal  and  the  town's  NESWC 
commitment.  Due  to  the  immeasurable  time  spent  by  Town 
Manager  Don  Johnson  and  Assistant  Town  Manager  John 
Murray  on  NESWC  issues,  the  town  feels  it  has  reasOT  to  feel 
optimistic  that  the  "budget-busting"  costs  of  solid  waste  disposal 
have  been  brought  under  control  and  will  begin  to  level  off  in  the 
future. 

Other  noteworthy  actions  and  events  completed  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Selectmen  this  year  include: 


•  Formation  of  the  Fort  Devens  Task  Force  to  monitor  plans 
for  the  reuse  of  the  Fort  Devens  and  potential  siting  of  a 
second  airport. 

•  Agreement  to  a  solution  at  the  South  Acton  Commuter 
Parking  Lot  by  authorizing  the  installation  of  parking 
meters  for  a  portion  of  the  lot  and  a  sticker  system  for  Acton 
Residents. 

•  Putting  town  legal  services  out  to  bid,  using  a  comprehen- 
sive RFP  and  review  process.  Palmer  and  Dodge  was 
retained  as  General  Counsel  while  Anderson  and  Krieger 
will  be  retained  for  NESWC  and  W.R.  Grace  Business. 

•  Gaining  the  attention  of  the  state  Highway  Department  on 
the  need  to  immediately  repair  the  South  Acton  Railroad 
Bridge  and  to  expedite  the  replacement  of  it. 

•  Filing  of  legislation  to  have  train  whistles  stopped  in  Acton 
so  that  we  may  enjoy  the  same  benefits  as  our  neighbors  to 
the  East.  Legislation  died  in  committee. 

•  Experiencing  many  infrastructure  improvements,  fi- 
nanced by  the  state  and  federal  government:  Route  2  safety 
improvements,  replacement  of  three  Rt.  2  bridges,  recon- 
struction of  the  Rt.  2A/27  intersection,  and  repaving  of 
some  of  Acton's  roads. 

•  Continuation  of  a  split  tax  rate  but  shifting  the  property  tax 
rate  away  from  businesses,  putting  2  1/2%  back  into  the 
residential  tax  rate. 

•  Commending  the  Acton  Police  Department  for  their  ac- 
complishment in  receiving  accreditation  from  the  Com- 
mission on  Accreditation  for  Law  Enforcement  Agencies. 

•  Signing  collective  bargaining  agreements  with  all  three 
municipal  units,  meeting  the  funding  guidelines  estab- 
lished by  the  Coordinating  Committee.  Praise  goes  to  the 
Highway  Union.  They  were  the  first  to  sign  for  the  second 
year  in  a  row  and  have  shown  great  cooperation  and 
understanding  of  the  fmancial  condition  of  the  town. 

Personnel  changes  resulting  in  the  appointment  of  Acting 
Fire  Chief  Bob  Craig  to  Fire  Chief,  the  resignation  of  Lela 
Sorenson,  Assistant  Assessor  and  the  retirement  from  govern- 
ment service  of  Town  Clerk  Connie  Huber, 

None  of  the  Board's  accomplishments  this  year  would 
have  been  possible  without  the  untiring  support  of  the  staff  in  the 
Town  Manager's  Office,  Don  Johnson,  Jolm  Murray  and  Chris- 
tine Joyce.  The  Town  also  continues  to  enjoy  excellent  service 
from  its  many  volunteers  who  serve  on  a  multitude  of  committees 
and  boards.  These  volunteers  make  up  the  heart  of  the  town 
government  and  receive  too  little  recognition  for  these  services. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  is  grateful  for  their  continuing  service  to 
the  town  and  encourages  all  citizens  to  participate  in  their  local 
government. 

Nancy  Tavemier,  Chair 
F.  Dorfe  Hunter,  Vice-Chair 
Anne  Fanton,  Clerk 
Norman  Lake 
William  Mullin 
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TOWN  MANAGER 


Public  Officials  leap  at  every  opportunity  to  tell  you,  the 
citizen,  what  we  do  for  you  and  how  much  you  get  for  your  tax 
dollar.  We  feel  an  annual  report  is  incomplete  if  it  does  not 
contain  a  reference  to  financial  difficulties.  This  year  is  no 
different  but  I  am  resisting  the  urge  to  use  different  words  and 
examples  to  present  the  same  old  story.  There  is  a  human  side  to 
this  equation  that  I  wish  to  share  with  you. 

The  uncertain  financial  climate  that  accompanies  Proposi- 
tion 2-1/2  creates  an  atmosphere  among  Town  officials  and 
employees  that,  at  times,  is  almost  paralyzing.  We  all  know  or 
have  heard  of  fiscal  constraints  and  budget  cuts,  resulting  in 
fewer  public  services.  Just  dealing  with  these  pressures  year  after 
year,  with  no  relief  in  sight,  can  be  fatiguing.  Less  obvious; 
however,  but  possibly  more  demoralizing  to  most  public  employ- 
ees, is  the  associated  restraint  on  our  ability  to  deliver  our  skills 
and  services  to  the  public. 

PubUc  employees  realize  that  their  calling  will  not  lead  to 
wealth  or  financial  security.  More  often  than  not,  their  true 
reward  is  in  serving  the  pubhc.  This  is  not  to  say  they  are 
altruistic.  Rather,  they  are  more  often  motivated  by  a  service  or 
assistance  rendered,  or  a  "job  well  done",  than  by  financial 
reward.  The  insidious  restraints  imposed  by  Prof)osition  2-1/2 
have  not  only  encroached  on  the  services  received  by  the  public, 
they  have  impaired  our  employees'  ability  and  desire  to  provide 
those  services.  This  may  be  the  most  devastating  impact  of  all. 

Many  forces  contribute  to  demoralize  pubhc  sector  em- 
ployees. We  cannot  escape  the  high  profile,  sensational  media 
stories  that  bombard  us  with  images  of  public  officials  abusing 
their  positions.  As  taxpayers,  we  all  benefit  when  such  antics  are 
exposed. 

Unfortunately,  the  media  seldom,  if  ever,  includes  equal 
time  "exposing"  the  good,  honest  public  workers  who  are  on  the 
job  day-in  and  day-out  serving  in  thousands  of  ways.  No  time  is 
provided  on  a  TV  news  report  to  explain  that  most  people  in  the 
public  sector,  especially  local  government,  are  motivated  by  an 
underlying  desire  to  help  others. 

Your  Municipal  Employees  spend  untold  hours  (often 
donating  their  own  personal  time)  in  virtually  thankless  labors  of 
love,  with  relatively  low  cwnpensation,  doing  the  work  that  is  not 
profitable  or  interesting  to  the  private  sector.  Sc»netimes  this 
takes  the  form  of  a  social  worker  or  pubUc  health  nurse  who 
ministers  to  the  most  needy  in  our  society,  enduring  emotional 
stresses  that  lead  to  early  bumouL  At  other  times  it  will  be  apolice 
officer  or  firefighter  whose  life  may  be  placed  at  risk  during  the 
normal  course  of  a  day's  work.  The  face  could  be  that  of  a 
Highway  Worker,  pulled  from  a  warm  bed  in  the  middle  of  a  cold 
snowy  night,  to  drive  a  plow  for  20-30  hours  without  rest  so  your 
commute  will  be  safe. 


Librarians  work  nights  and  weekends  to  make  the  cultural 
benefits  of  our  Ubrary  convenient  for  everyone.  Election  workers 
start  at  5:30  AM  and  may  not  finish  until  2:00  AM  the  following 
morning,  assuring  that  every  voter  has  the  opportunity  to  exercise 
that  special  right  for  which  so  many  have  sacrificed  their  lives. 
Groundskeepers  endure  poison  ivy  and  summer  heat  for  the 
benefit  of  the  pubUc  and  our  inspectors  are  the  last  line  of  defense 
for  the  public  health  and  safety,  with  the  responsibility  to  say 
"no".. .whatever  the  associated  difficulty.. .and  accept  the  per- 
sonal abuse  that  goes  with  the  territory. 

You  Municipal  Employees  attend  countless  evening  meet- 
ings, work  late  and  take  work  home.  More  often  than  not,  these 
efforts  are  driven  by  dedication  and  loyalty  rather  than  job 
descriptions. 

One  of  my  favorite  examples  of  the  conscientiousness  and 
caliber  of  yourMunicipal  Employees  comes  from  an  incident  last 
year.  An  investigative  reporting  team  from  a  Worcester  TV 
station  set  out  to  prove  that  Massachusetts  communities  were  lax 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  hazardous  materials.  Their  goal 
was  to  gain  entrance  to  local  waste  disposal  facilities  in  a  truck 
carrying  barrels  marked  "hazardous  waste".  When  they  came  to 
Acton's  Transfer  Station,  our  Gate  Attendant  flatly  refused 
admittance  and  sent  them  packing.  Just  doing  his  job,  you  say? 
Perhaps,  but  we  were  one  of  the  few  communities,  among  the  20 
or  more  they  tried,  where  the  attendant  was  doing  his  job. 
Moreover,  this  is  not  an  isolated  incident.  Without  exception, 
similar  examples  can  be  found  in  every  department. 

We  are  not  perfect  but  we  shall  continue  to  strive  in  that 
direction.  Our  goal  is  to  deliver  you  the  services  you  want  and 
need  in  the  most  efficient,  cost  effective  manner  possible.  Our 
vehicle  is  an  organization  founded  on  the  highest  professional 
and  ethical  standards.  Our  reward  will  be  your  trust  and  confi- 
dence. 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 

MODERATOR 


Donald  MacKenzie 


Nancy  Tavemier 
F.  Dor6  Hunter 
Anne  B.  Fanton 
Norman  Lake 
WUliam  C.  Mullin 


SELECTMEN 


1993 


1993 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1995 


LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMTTTEES 

Stephen  M.  Aronson  1993 

Jean  BuUer  1993 

Pamela  Harting-Barrat  1994 

Lees  Stuntz  1994 

Alice  "Micki"  Williams  1995 

Richard  "Rick"  Sawyer  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Ann  W.  Chang  1992 

Frances  S .  Moretti  1 994 

Robert  Ferrara  1993 

Susan  Fingerman  1995 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Peter  Berry  1994 

Joseph  Mercurio  1993 

Barbara  S.  Yates  1994 

Jean  B.  Schoch  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Malcohn  S.  MacGregor  1993 

Edward  Bennett  1994 

Frederick  A.  Harris  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON'S 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

WiUiam  Klauer  1993 

Allen  Nelson  1994 

Walter  W.  Sprague  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE 
GOODNOW  FUND 

Shirley  Towle  1993 

Mabel  A.  Grekula  1994 

Frances  S.  Moretti  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHTTE  FUND 

John  Powers  1993 

Edwin  Miller  1994 

ComeUa  O.  Huber  1995 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON 
CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 

Edward  Cleary  1993 

Virginia  Hahn  *  1994 

Madeline  Kaduboski  1994 

Frances  Bissell  1995 
*  Resigned  1992 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  SELECTMEN 


Registrar  of  Voters 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Gewge  Tuttle 
Evelyn  Olschewski 


Maureen  Pasik 


Mary  E.  Larson 


Don  P.  Johnson 


Cornelia  Huber 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


TOWN  MANAGER 
Three  Year  Appointment 


TOWN  CLERK 
Three  Year  Appointment 


1992 


1992 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  CLERK 
Catherine  Belbin 

TOWN  COLLECTOR 


Standing 


W.  Roy  Wetherby 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND  TREASURER 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 


TOWN  COUNSEL 


Palmer  and  Dodge 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members,  3  Alternates 

Malcolm  Burdine 
Janet  Clark  (Alt) 
Stephen  Crockett  (Alt) 
Matt  Mleziva 
Beatrice  Perkins  (Alt) 
Duncan  Wood 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members,  2  Alternates 

Robert  Adams 
Harold  Gordinier  (Alt) 
James  Kotanchi 
Donald  Rhude  (Alt) 


1994 
1994 
1994 
1993 
1994 
1994 


1994 
1994 
1993 
1993 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  CULTURAL  COUNCIL 
Two  Year  Appointment 
Seven  to  Nine  Members  from  each  town 


ACTON 

Rosalie  DeQuattro 
(jail  Erwin 
Catherine  Garcia 
Sharon  Santillo 
Janet  Thrope 


1993 
1994 
1993 
1993 
1993 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

idward  Bailey  1994 

Walter  George  1995 

::harles  Putnam  1993 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members-Three  Associates 

^orene  Bodner  1994 

bhn  Chalmers  1994 

WiUiam  HiU  1994 

Jnda  McElroy  (Assoc)  1993 

'eter  Shanahan  1993 

Andrew  Sbeeban  1995 

Ann  Shubert  1995 

Charlotte  Timledge  1993 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
One  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Margaret  Beddoe  1993 

Donna  Benanti  (Assoc)  1993 

Dorothy  Chautin  1993 

Warren  Donovan  1993 

Marcia  Epstein  1993 

Peggy  Erlanger  1993 

Juliana  Kennedy  1993 

Constance  Krea  1993 

Ruth  Rice  1993 

Roy  Trafton  1993 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Three  Associates 

CordeUa  Alfaro  1994 

James  Barbato  1994 

Jonathan  Bosworth  1995 

Edward  Calamal  (Assoc)  1993 

Mark  Conoby  1993 

Ira  Grossman  (Assoc)  1993 

William  H.  Mclnnis  1995 

Peter  Vaillancourt  (Assoc)  1993 

FAIR  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Robert  Coan  1994 

Kevin  Forsyth  1995 

Katherine  Reiner  1995 

Lois  Stem  1993 

David  Thrope  1993 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Two  Associates 
Anita  Dodson  1993 
David  Harris,  Jr.  (Assoc)  1993 
WiUiam  Klauer  1993 
Virginia  Milbery  1994 
Robert  Rhodes  1994 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Six  Members  —  Four  Alternates 

Christopher  Dallmus  1994 

Anne  Forbes  1994 

Joan  Gates  1993 

Michaela  Moran  1995 

Wesley  Mowry  1995 

Thomas  Peterman  (Alt)  1994 

Sandra  Schmidt  1993 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Donald  Gilberti  1994 


MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 
One  Year  Appointment 
One  Meml>er 

Joan  Burrows  1993 

PLANNING  BOARD 
Five  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  —  Two  Associates 

Douglas  Camahan  1994 

Mary  Giorgio  1997 

David  L.  HUl  1993 

James  Lee  1994 

(jregory  Niemyski  1993 

John  Pavan  1997 

William  Shupert  1995 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 
Harold  Gordinier  1993 
Jean  Schoch  1995 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Bruce  Stamski  1994 
Caroline  Tohline  1995 


HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member,  One  Alternate 

Ken  Klemmer  1994 
Frank  Maclntire  (Alt)  1994 


SOUTH  ACTON  REVITALIZATION  COMM. 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Roger  Andrews  1995 
Betsy  Eldridge  1994 
Samuel  Manka  1994 
Sandra  Whaley  1994 
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TRANSPORTATION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Three  Year  Appointment  David  Abbt 

Ten  Members 

Martin  Graetz 
William  Litant 
*  Disolved  February,  1992 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Betsy  Comstock  1994 

Walter  George  1995 

Charles  Husbands  1994 

Charlie  Kadlec  1995 

Jean  Lane  1995 

Jack  Powers  1993 

Nancy  Whitcomb  1993 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  MODERATOR 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Mark  Allen  1994 

CamUle  Chavez  Gabbrielli  1994 

Dr.  Mary  Donald  1994 

Arthur  Harrigan  1993 

Paul  Kohout  1993 

WiUiam  MuUin  1993 

Charles  Ohnstead  1992 

Joseph  Peters  1992 

Sandy  Sanford  1992 


DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


MINUTEMAN  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Robert  A.  Wiltsie  1994 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 


John  Murray 


Lela  Sorenson 


ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


CONSERVATION  ADMINISTRATOR 

Thomas  E.  Tidman 


CONSTABLES 


David  Allen 
Christine  Joyce 
Frederick  Hiyniewich 
David  Muscovitz 
Robert  Rhodes 
Barbara  Harnett 


DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 
Donald  F.  Copeland 
Clarence  Frost 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF 
GAS  PIPING  AND  GAS  APPLIANCES 
James  G.  Corey 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Donald  MacLeod 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Norman  D.  Lake 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 
Dean  A.  Charter 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Douglas  K.  Halley 


Leslie  Boardman 


David  F.  Abbt 


William  J.  Durkin 


Robert  C.  Craig 


Clarence  Frost 
Bernard  Caouette 


Paul  Simeone 
Carl  Robinson 


DOG  OFFICER 


FENCE  VIEWER 


FIELD  DRIVER 


FIRE  CHIEF 


CAPTAINS 


LIEUTENANTS 


Donald  Copeland 
William  Bennet 


George  Williams 
Edward  Primiano 


FIREFIGHTERS 

Forrest  Emerson  Bean  III  David  Calkins 

Joseph  Conquest  James  Kessler 

Bruce  Stone  Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 

Peter  A.  Robinson  Richard  O'Leary 

Brian  Richter  Wayne  Decker 

William  Klauer  Bruce  L.  Vinal 

Brent  Wheeler  James  Young 
Robert  Wetherbee 


FIREFIGHTERS/EMT 


Robert  Sabourin 
John  White 
Richard  Sullivan 
Daniel  Morse 
Geoffrey  Neagle 
Ricky  Robinson 
David  Soar 
Tom  Wallerstein 
Kenneth  Ineson 


Kevin  Lyons 
Scott  Morse 
Michael  Lyons 
Robert  Hart 
James  Ray 
Krist  Nelson 
Mary  Richardson 
Anita  Amum 
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CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 

Robert  Puffer  Stephen  Sliney 

Ucbard  Swenson  John  Simeone 

Villiam  Hartman  Ronald  Pudsey 


MATRONS 


FOREST  WARDEN 


iobert  C.  Craig 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 
Patrick  H.  Palmer 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  AND  APPLIANCES 

Paul  Kelleher 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


Clarence  Frost 


LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Garry  Rhodes 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  James  A  Barbato 

Robert  Greenough  Paul  Cogan 

John  T.  McNiff  Ronald  Johnson 

Jeffrey  Dudley  Christopher  Prehl 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Mark  Fitzpatrick 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 
Richard  Howe 


TOWN  ENGINEER 


David  Abbt 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

George  W.  Robinson 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Standing  Civil  Service  Appointment) 

Chief  George  W.  Robinson 
Lt.  John  T.  McNiff 
Lt.  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


Robert  S.  Rhodes 
Thomas  J.  Peters 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Jeffrey  Dudley 
James  Goodemote 
Ronald  Johnson 
Raymond  I^oche 
Todd  Frenniman 
Michael  Coughlin 
John  Cooney 


SERGEANTS 


PATROLMEN 


Robert  Parisi 
James  V.  McPadden 


Christopher  Browne 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Frederick  Rentschier 
Robert  L.  Cowan 
Pablo  Hernandez 
Albert  Crowley 
Raymond  Grey  Jr. 
James  Cogan 
Michael  Oman 
Christopher  N.  Prehl 
Donald  Palma 


June  Carney 
E>eborab  Richardson 


Christine  Joyce 
Linda  Koch 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 


Faith  Allen 
Kevin  Antonelli 


Allura  Taylor 
Scott  Howe 


VETERAN'S  AGENT  AND 
DIRECTOR  OF  VETERAN'S  SERVICES 
W.  Roy  Wetherby 

VETERAN'S  BURIAL  AGENT 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members,  Three  Associates 
Louis  Beauregard 
Wayne  Geehan 
Cary  Hobson 
Connie  Ingram 
Edward  Kelley 
Walter  Kiver 
Mary  Ellen  Mayo 
Carol  I^e  (Town  Liaison) 
Joan  Burrows  (Assoc) 
Wayne  Caldwell  (Assoc) 
Paul  Pattavano  (Assoc) 
Donna  Whalen  (Assoc) 

INVESTMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Brewster  Conant 
Howell  Evans 
James  (jreenbaum 
Allen  Gulliver 
Charles  F^utnam 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  &  CELEBRATIONS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Frank  Flower 
Kenneth  Gould 
Kenneth  Klemmer 
Richmond  Miller 
Janet  Thrope 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 
Four  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 


1993 
1994 
1993 
1993 
1994 
1994 
1994 
1993 


1994 
1992 
1994 
1994 
1993 


1992 
1994 
1994 
1992 
1994 


Susan  Fingerman 
Mildred  Jarvis 
Sandra  Masson 
GeOTgiann  Taylor 


1994 
1994 
1994 
1994 
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TOWN  SERVICES 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
CULTURAL  COUNCIL 

At  the  September  30,  1992  meeting,  the  Acton- 
Boxborougb  Cultural  Council  voted  unanimously  to  fund  the 
following  projects: 


Hansel  and  Gretel  at  Blanchard  School  220 

Mary  Poppins  at  Blanchard  School  265 
Opera:  Characters  of  Opera:  Lovers,  Rogues  and  Fools  300 

N.  Atlantic  Ballet  at  Conant  School  300 

"hica  Son"  at  McCarthy  Towne  School  200 

Acton  Youth  Summer  Theatre  500 
National  Foreign  Language  Week,  A/B  Junior  High  School  400 

Catherine  Kelty,  Paper  Mache  Art  275 

Acton  Council  on  Aging  160 

Cooperative  Elders  Services  210 

Boxborough  Quiltmakers  Project  150 

Liz  O'Rouke,  Papermaking  200 

Marion  Keitt,  Music  for  Flute  115 

Concord  Chorus  200 

"Dinosaur  Show"  at  Blanchard  School  175 

Acton  Memorial  Library  200 

3  Apple  Storytelling  Festival  100 

Fruitlands  Museum  200 

Spectrum  Singers  253 

Gates  School  P.A.S.S.  Programs  600 

Acton  Conununity  Chorus  300 


Our  Membership  is  as  follows: 

Acton:  Rosalie  De  Quattro,  Chair  (expires  6/93) 

GaU  Erwin,  1993  Chair 
Sheron  Santillo,  Member  (expires  6/93) 
Janet  Thorpe,  Member  (expires  6/93) 
Catherine  Garcia 
Jackie  Clemant 

Boxborough:    Catherine  Christensen,  Member 
Ellie  D'Entremont,  Member 
Linda  KroU,  Member 
Holly  Ross,  Member 
Lois  Wisman,  Member  (expires  6/93) 
Carol  Geist,  Member 


ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  significant  increases  in 
Library  use,  tremendous  growth  in  circulation  and  spectacular 
attendance  at  Library  programs.  The  year  was  marked  by  a 
delicate  balance  between  available  funds  and  the  need  to  provide 
the  services  demanded  by  the  patrons.  The  Trustees  started  an  on- 
going review  of  Library  policies,  services  and  staffing.  In  light  of 
the  budgetary  restraints,  the  Trustees  found  it  impossible  to 
restore  any  of  the  services  previously  cut.  It  is  the  hope  of  the 
Board  that  they  will  be  able  to  stem  further  service  cuts  in  1993 
and  maintain  State  Certification. 

The  final  phase  of  automation  was  completed  with  the 
removal  of  the  card  catalog  in  June.  Patrons  now  locate  materials 
by  using  the  terminals  which  contain  the  holdings  of  all  26 
libraries  of  the  Minuteman  Network,  providing  access  to  2.1 
milUon  items.  The  Library  staff  held  numerous  training  sessions 
throughout  the  year  for  adults  and  students  to  ease  the  transition 
between  the  card  files  and  the  terminals.  The  number  of  pubUc 
access  terminals  was  increased  through  gifts  from  the  Acton 
Memorial  Library  Foundation,  Inc.  and  Library  Trust  Funds. 

Karen  Anderson  and  Cynthia  Williams  joined  the  staff  in 
January. 

At  the  Town  elections  in  March,  Bob  Ferrara  was  elected 
to  the  Board.  With  the  addition  of  Bob,  the  Board  now  has  its  full 
COTiplement  of  nine  members. 

March  29th  was  the  last  of  the  25  Sunday  openings  funded 
through  the  donations  to  the  Acton  Memorial  LilMmy  Founda- 
tion, Inc.  The  Foundation  increased  the  number  of  Sunday 
openings  for  92-93  to  30.  Again  we  are  finding  that  the  Library 
is  well  used  on  these  days.  The  Foundation  was  able  to  add  over 
200  books  to  the  children's  department  and  over  50  to  the  adult 
reference  section  and  the  new  terminals  for  the  Minuteman 
network.  The  Trustees  are  extremely  grateful  for  this  infusion  of 
funds  which  adds  materials  to  the  collection  that  could  otherwise 
not  be  purchased,  and  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  contributed. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  Trustees  took  advantage  of 
the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners'  program  of  visiting  librar- 
ies throughout  the  state  which  have  ccmipleted  new  construction 
CM"  renovations  using  State  aid.  Through  these  visits,  the  Trustees 
were  able  to  get  first-hand  information  on  the  complicated 
processes  involved  in  adding  new  facilities.  There  was  also  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  seeing  how  other  Ubraries  designed 
inviting  facilities  for  children  and  quiet  areas  for  concentrated 
study.  This  program  will  continue  as  more  libraries  complete 
their  building  programs. 
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The  Library  received  an  anonymous  donation  to  fund  the 
;^ivil  War  encampment  over  the  April  25th  weekend.  Again,  the 
jntire  Weekend's  activities  were  planned  by  Dennis  Ahem.  In 
iddition  to  watching  the  soldiers  cook,  drill.  Are  weapons,  and 
lisplay  their  equipment,  the  Medford  Historical  Society  pre- 
sented a  slide  show  of  their  unique  collection  of  Civil  War 
photographs  which  have  recently  been  rediscovered.  In  June  the 
Library  received  notification  of  award  of  an  LSCA  Grant  for 
$5,000  to  buy  books  for  the  business  collection.  The  money  was 
expected  in  October  but  has  been  delayed  until  January. 

June  22nd  proved  to  be  the  busiest  day  in  Library  history. 
The  circulation  was  1,813  volumes  and  the  patron  count  was 
1,074.  In  FY  '92  the  Library  circulated  230,715  books  (22,606 
more  then  FY  '91);served  158,072  patrons(13,793  more  than  FY 
'91);  answered  13,465  reference  questions  (1,998  more  than  FY 
'91);  made  234  interlibrary  loans;  sent  2,397  network  transfers; 
received  4,189  network  transfers;  answered  1,995  children's 
reference  questions;  had  2,796  patrons  attend  special  programs 
and  had  657  register  for  the  wildly  successful  children's  summer 
reading  program. 

Ann  W.  Chang*,  President 

Susan  M.  Fingerman,  Vice  President 

Frances  Moretti,  Secretary 

Dermis  Ahem* 

Brewster  Conant* 

Robert  Ferrara 

Joseph  Grandine,  2nd,* 

Henry  Hogan,  HI* 

Raymond  Shamel* 

*C(Mporate  Members 


ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

This  year  1 1  premises  of  animal  owners,  other  than  dogs, 
were  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  order. 

Animals  in  town  this  year  consist  of: 

57  horses 

5  ponies 

3  sheep 

8  goats 

1  flock  of  ducks  and  geese 

19  dog  bites  were  reported  this  year,  of  which  5  people 
were  bitten  by  their  own  dog. 

6  cats  bites  were  reported  of  which  3  people  were  bitten  by 
their  own  cat  and  2  people  by  stray  cats. 

All  the  dogs  and  cats  involved  were  quarantined,  as 
required  by  law  for  10  days,  and  all  were  found  to  be  healthy  and 
free  from  any  contagious  disease. 

Two  animals  were  brought  to  the  state  lab  and  examined 
to  find  if  they  had  been  exposed  to  rabies.  One  was  a  raccoon, 
which  attacked  a  dog  in  West  Acton;  and  the  other  was  a  sick  cat 
found  at  Kellys  Comer.  Both  were  found  free  of  rabies. 

A  reminder  to  all  dog  and  cat  owners,  that  now  with  the 
outbreak  of  rabies  in  the  area  it  is  very  important,  and  now  state 
law  as  of  January  1, 1993,  that  all  dogs  and  cats  receive  a  rabies 
vaccination. 

It  is  also  advised  not  to  handle  or  to  have  any  contact  with 
any  wild  or  stray  animal. 


Patrick  H.  Palmer 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS  Acton  Animal  Inspector 

The  Board  heard  requests  for  1 1  Variances,  of  which  9 
were  granted  and  2  were  denied.  There  were  2  requests  for 
Review;  both  denied.  There  were  5  Special  Permit  requests;  all 
5  were  granted.  There  were  2  Flood  Plain  Special  requests;  both 
were  granted.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  requests  for  Com- 
prehensive Permits  this  year. 


Matt  Mleziva,  Chair 
Malcolm  Burdine,  Clerk 
Duncan  Wood,  Member 
Janet  Clark,  Alternate 
Stephen  Crockett,  Alternate 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Altemate 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Board  of  Assessors  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month  at  6:00  PM.  in  the  Town  Hall.  Additional 
meetings  are  held  as  needed.  Dates  and  times  are  posted  forty- 
eight  hours  in  advance. 

Property  values  were  updated  for  fiscal  1993  to  meet  state 
certification  requirements.  The  assessment  date  for  the  fiscal 
year  values  is  January  1, 1992. 

FISCAL  YEAR  1993 
VALUATION  SUMMARY 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 
Personal  Property 

Total  Taxable  Value 

Tax  Rate: 

RESIDENTIAL 

$16.88 


$1,158,115,500 
194,401,763 
82,109,700 
20,812,054 

$1,455,439,017 


COMMmVD/PP 
$18.51 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
James  Kotanchik,  Chairman 
Robert  Adams 
Donald  Rhude,  Alternate 
Harold  Gordinier,  Alternate 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

The  past  year  of  1 992  proved  to  be  a  hectic  and  challenging 
year.  Fortunately  both  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Health 
Department  have  retained  the  same  personnel  from  the  previous 
year,  and  their  experience  was  a  valuable  commodity  in  the 
volatile  environmental  and  economic  climate  the  Town  is  under- 
going. The  Board  was  successful  in  amending  its  septic  system 
regulations  which  should  help  to  encourage  better  environmen- 
tally safe  systems.  In  addition,  a  tobacco  and  smoking  products 
bylaw  has  been  drafted  by  the  Board  and  will  be  presented  for  the 
Town's  approval  at  the  1993  annual  town  meeting.  The  Board 
anticipates  a  productive  new  year  and  looks  forward  to  renewing 
its  commitment  to  addressing  the  town' s  health  and  environmen- 
tal needs. 

The  Board  processed  13  hazardous  materials  facilities, 
through  public  hearings.  All  gasoline  stations  and  automotive 
repair  facilities  now  have  current  permits.  The  Board's  goal  is  to 
process  an  additional  20  facilities  in  1993.  Monitwing  of  hazard- 
ous waste  sites  continues.  Seventeen  sites  have  been  identified, 
five  are  currently  undergoing  remediation  and  two  have  com- 
pleted remediation  in  the  past  year. 


The  superfund  site  at  W.R.  Grace  is  moving  towards  fmal 
closure  of  its  hazardous  waste  sites.  Since  the  discovery  of  the 
contaminated  sites  in  1978,  a  total  of  103  engineering  reports 
have  been  submitted  by  W.  R.  Grace  and  have  been  reviewed  by 
E.P.A.,  D£.P,  the  Tovm  of  Acton  and  A.C.E.S.  This  past  year  28 
engineering  reports  have  been  submitted  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
proved closure  and  it  is  anticipated  that  at  least  double  thai 
number  will  be  submitted  for  review  before  the  final  repOTt,  due 
in  April  1993. 

The  Board,  in  March  of  1992,  implemented  a  full  scale 
septage  pumping  program.  Since  that  date  pumping  of  septic 
tanks  has  increased  by  more  than  50%  over  the  previous  year.  The 
increase  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  notification  sent  to 
individual  homeowners  that  their  septic  tank  had  not  been 
pumped  in  more  than  two  years.  Long  term  implementation  of 
this  iH°ogram  should  reduce  the  number  of  septic  system  failures 
and  enable  the  town  to  plan  realistically  for  limited  sewering.  The 
contract  with  the  Upper  Blackstone  Facility  for  septage  disposal 
continues  to  operate  without  problem. 

The  proposed  sewers  for  South  Acton  and  Kelly's  Comer 
are  currently  at  a  standstill.  The  design  for  the  lateral  sewers  is 
95%  complete  and  the  preliminary  intercepts  design  toMaynard 
has  been  completed.  An  agreement  with  Maynard,  for  fmal 
treatment  of  wastes,  has  not  been  reached.  In  addition,  funding  of 
the  project  is  still  unresolved. 

Hazardous  Waste  Day,  conducted  in  May,  again  estab- 
lished new  standards  for  the  amount  of  residents  participating 
and  the  amount  of  hazardous  waste  disposed.  Every  resident  that 
participated  was  able  to  rid  themselves  of  their  household  hazard- 
ous waste  and  the  wait  for  service  was  minimal.  The  programs  for 
recycling  used  oil  and  oil  based  paint  continue  to  be  successful  in 
alleviating  the  financial  burden  of  disposing  of  the  wastes.  The 
Board  locks  for  similar  success  during  the  Hazardous  Waste  Day 
to  be  held  in  1993. 

The  prolOTiged  economic  recession  has  not  slowed  down  or 
decreased  the  number  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  entire  permitting  statistics  were  as  follows: 


Well  Permits 

Septic  Systems  Installers  License 
Septage  Haulers  License 
Septic  Inspectors  License 
Food  Service  Permits 
Temporary  Food  Service  Permits 
Motel  Permit 
Frozen  Desserts 
Milk  &  Cream  Pennit 
Commercial  Haulers  License 
Swimming  Pool  Permit 
Wading  Pool  Permit 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant  Operations  Permit 

Septic  System  Repair  Permit 

New  Construction  Septic  System  Pennit 

Massage  EstabUshment  Permit 

Massage  Practitioner  Permit 

Burial  Permit 


19 

To 
Pai 

53 

U 

19 

Ca 

13 

Do 

106 

15 

Gi 

1 

Tu 

13 

Ca 

61 

Lv 

i 

12 

19 

3 

7 

sia 

102 

25 

88 

ca 

6 

pn 

10 

sp 

69 

14 


lazardous  Materials  Storage 
Vquifer  Special  Pennit 
!eptage  Disposal  Permits 


56 
23 
1,672 


Housing  Complaints 

Units  Inspected  for  Acton  Housing  Authority 
Food  Complaints 
Miscellaneous  Complaints 


Statistics  for  1992  indicate  that  on  proposed  building  lots 
he  Health  Department  witnessed  424  deep  test  holes  and  183 
)ercolation  tests.  This  was  more  than  a  250%  increase  over  the 
unount  of  testing  done  in  1 99 1 .  These  tests  led  to  the  approval  of 
i8  new  residential  or  commercial  septic  system  permits.  In 
iddition,  the  Health  department  witnessed  testing  on  eighty-six 
xisting  house  lots  which  led  to  the  issuance  of  102  reconstruc- 
ion  septic  system  permits. 

Housing,  Food  Service  and  other  complaint  activities  were 
as  follows: 


28 
13 
8 
7 


Over  350  comprehensive  and  follow-up  inspections  were 
conducted  at  106  food  establishments  within  the  town.  More  than 
50  Hazardous  Materials  Storage  faciUties  were  also  inspected. 

Fees  collected  for  permits  and  licenses  were  as  follows: 


Sewerage  Permits  and  Licenses 

$53,671 

Food  Service  Permits 

$21,975 

Miscellaneous  Permits  and  Licenses 

$4,402 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  Fees 

$5,515 

Reproduction  of  Records  Fees 

$122 

Private  Well  Permits 

$950 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  Permits 

$9,548 

Commercial  Hauler  Licenses 

$525 

Septage  Administration  Fees 

$23,414 

Upper  Blackstone  Disposal  Fees 

$77,988 

Total 

$198,110 

The  Board  of  Health  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following 
members  of  other  departments  who  helped  them  in  the  past  year: 
Dick  Howe,  Twn  Tidman,  Gary  Rhodes,  Bob  Craig,  Roland 
Bartl,  David  Abbt,  Dean  Charter,  Connie  Huber  and  Todd 
Fenniman.  The  Board  congratulates  Rose  on  the  birth  of  her  son 
Nicholas. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
William  Mclnnis,  Chair 
Jonathan  Bosworth,  Member 
James  Barbato,  Member 
Cordelia  Alfaro,  Member 
Marie  Conoby,  Member 
Peter  Vaillancourt,  Associate 
Ira  Grossman,  Associate 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 


Residential  construction  continues  to  be  the  mainstay  of 
the  Department  for  the  third  year,  while  commercial  construction 
has  fallen  off.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  will  be  any  change  in 
these  statistics  in  the  near  future. 

Valerie  Sipprelle  has  taken  over  as  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department.  She  replaces  Norine  Christian,  who  retired  earlier 
this  year  after  22  years. 


Reportable  Disease  Statistics  were  as  follows: 


Total  Reports  Filed 

57 

Parrot  Bite 

1 

Rabbit  Bite 

1 

Cat  Bites 

3 

Dog  Bites 

8 

Salmonella 

8 

Giardia 

6 

Tuberculosis 

10 

Campylobacter  Jejuni 

16 

Lyme  Disease 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

The  figures  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1992  are  as 
follows: 


New  Residential  Dwellings 

76 

$9,664,106.00 

Residential  Additions 

314 

2,980,554.00 

New  Conunercial  Construction 

1 

50,000.00 

Commercial  Additions 

51 

1,608,846.00 

E)emolitions 

9 

234.000.00 

Garry  A.  Rhodes 
Building  Commissioner 


Sanitarian  Rose  Erdozaincy  assisted  Dr.  Kenneson  and  his 
staff  during  a  Dog  and  Cat  Rabies  Vaccination  day  held  on  April 
25.  The  Board  of  Health  appreciates  Dr.  Kenneson's  effats  in 
conducting  this  program  so  efficiently.  The  Board  of  Health  will 
prioritize  this  clinic  in  the  coming  year  to  help  in  deterring  the 
spread  of  rabies  that  is  currently  being  experienced. 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


The  Cemetery  Commission  is  responsible  for  expenditures 
from  the  various  cemetery  trust  funds,  and  oversees  the  operation 
and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries:  Woodlawn,  lo- 
cated on  Concord  Rd.,  Acton  Center,  est.  1738;  Forest,  on 
Carlisle  Rd.,  North  Acton,  est  1750;  and  Mount  Hope,  on  Central 
St.,West  Acton,  est  1 848.  The  Conmiissioners  meet  at  the  office/ 
garage,  located  on  the  grounds  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  at  7:30 
P.M.,on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month.  Any  changes  in  this 
schedule  will  be  posted  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  duties  of  the  personnel  of  the  Cemetery  Department 
include  maintenance  of  all  developed  areas,  which  at  the  present 
time  consists  of  over  42  acres,  constructing  monument  founda- 
tions, setting  flush  markers,  preparing  and  planting  endowed 
flower  beds,  and  planting  trees  and  shrubs.  We  assist  in  the 
selection  and  purchase  of  lots,  assist  Funeral  directors  at  the  time 
of  an  interment,  help  visitors  locate  gravesites,  and  answo- 
inquiries  about  rules  and  regulations.  We  maintain  our  equip- 
ment, grounds  and  buildings,  including  the  Woodlawn  Memorial 
Ch^l,  on  a  year-round  basis.  We  also  maintain  the  lot  and 
interment  records,  and  do  our  own  billing  and  receiving. 

WOODLAWN  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

The  Chapel  was  used  for  seven  wedding  ceremonies  and 
related  rehearsals  and  two  memorial  services.  If  you  would  like 
to  see  the  interior,  or  are  interested  in  using  the  Chapel,  please  call 
the  office  at  264-9644. 

THE  CEMETERIES 

Both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  Cemeteries  were  fertil- 
ized, and  areas  in  each  cemetery  were  treated  for  grubs.  Flower 
and  shrub  gardens  in  both  cemeteries  were  sprayed  in  an  effect  to 
control  the  serious  insect  damage,  and  the  shrubs  were  trimmed. 
We  have  an  ongoing  program  for  edging,  leveling  and/or  raising 
flush  markers  and  for  washing  monuments  with  high  pressure 
water. 

Visitors  to  Woodlawn  Cemetery  will  have  noticed  the  new 
walkway  to  the  front  door  of  the  building .  The  blues  tone  walk  had 
become  badly  deteriorated  over  the  past  several  years  and  was 
replaced  with  a  cement  walk.  We  also  planted  shrubs  along  the 
rear  of  the  cemetery  field. 


At  Mount  Hope,  the  second  half  of  the  tool  shed  roof  was 
reshingled,  and  the  new  section  was  power-raked  and  over- 
seeded.  Unfortunately,  there  were  several  incidents  of  vandals 
driving  over  this  area. 

If  you  are  among  the  many  residents  who  visit  the  cemeter- 
ies on  a  regular  basis  as  part  of  their  physical  fitness  program,  or 
if  you  happen  to  be  driving  by  in  the  evening,  you  are  in  a  position 
to  notice  out  of  the  ordinary  activities.  Your  attention  to  details 
such  as  descriptions  of  people,  vehicles,  or  license  numbers  is 
extremely  important.  If  you  observe  any  suspicious  activities, 
please  call  the  cemetery  office  or  the  Acton  Police  Department. 

In  1992,  the  sum  of  $73,837.20  was  paid  to  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  be  deposited  as  follows: 

General  Fund  $26,222.20 
Cemetery  Land  Fund  10,065.00 
Perpetual  Care  Fund  37,550.00 

The  members  of  the  cemetery  crew  attended  several  safety 
meetings.  Crew  Leader,  David  Lee,  attended  the  New  England 
Cemetery  Association's  Annual  Cemetery  Management  Semi- 
nar and  received  a  certificate.  The  Superintendent,  Stewart 
Kennedy,  chaired  the  Massachusetts  Cemetery  Association 
(M.C.A)  NcMiinating  Committee,  was  a  member  of  the  New 
England  Cemetery  Association  (N.E.C.  A)  Nominating  Commit- 
tee assisted  with  the  M.C.A.  audit,  and  attended  the  N.E.C.A. 
Annual  Conference. 

We  welcome  Walter  E.  C.  George  as  our  new  Commis- 
sioner and  extend  our  thanks  to  Wesley  W.  Mowry,  who  served 
his  two  three-year  terms  as  a  Commissioner  with  genuine  con- 
cern for  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  cemeteries. 

We  would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
Stewart  Kennedy,  Superintendent;  Nancy  Howell,  Clerk;  David 
Lee,  Crew  Leader;  Stephen  Gray  and  James  Audette,  Mainte- 
nance Men,  Stanley  Jenks,  part-time  Maintenance  Man;  David 
Englund  and  David  Murphy,  Seasonal  workers,  for  a  job  well 
done. 

Cemetery  Commissioners 
Edward  R.  Bailey,  Chair 
Charles  F.  Pumam,  Secretary 
Walter  E.  C.  George 
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"Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel" 

by  Deanie  Ramsauer  Zeitlin 
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CIVIL  DEFENSE 
EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT  AGENCY 


The  Agency  continues  the  transition  from  its  former  desig- 
nation as  Civil  E>efense  Agency  to  the  new  title  of  the  Acton 
Emergency  Management  Agency.  This  is  in  line  with  State  which 
has  officially  changed  the  name  of  the  State  Agency  to  the 
Massachusetts  Emergency  Management  Agency  (MEMA)  and 
the  National  change  several  years  ago  to  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA).  The  new  name  better  describes 
the  wOTk  of  the  Agency  and  our  responsibilities  to  help  the 
community  mitigate  natural,  mamnade,  and  technological  emer- 
gencies. Both  old  and  new  names  will  be  used  for  a  period  of  time 
to  minimize  the  cost  of  replacing  supplies  and  repainting  vehicles 
to  reflect  the  new  name. 

The  Agency  participated  in  the  statewide  Hurricane  Pre- 
paredness Exercise  on  July  29.  This  was  the  first  test  of  the  new 
statewide  communications  network  which  allowed  the  exercise 
of  systems  and  procedures  before  an  actual  emergency.  The 
problems  encountered  during  the  exercise  spawned  the  creation 
of  two  communications  COTunittees  to  rewrite  and  streamline 
communications  plans.  Changes  have  been  implemented  result- 
ing in  improved  emergency  communications  for  the  area  com- 
munities and  the  addition  of  a  number  of  towns  as  active  members 
of  the  communications  net 

With  the  modernization  of  MEMA's  Emergency  Opera- 
tions Centers  and  the  replacement  of  the  antiquated  conmiunica- 
tions  system,  Acton  has  reactivated  the  Emergency  Communica- 
tions Group  of  the  local  agency.  Members  of  this  group  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  communications  network  in  emergencies 
when  normal  systems  are  overloaded.  We  are  looking  for  Ama- 
teur Radio  operators  and  others  who  are  willing  to  operate  our 
communications  equipment.  Anyone  interested  in  this  aspect  of 
the  Agency  is  encouraged  to  call  us  at  264-9655. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  Betty  McManus,  the  Acton 
Housing  Authority  received  a  matching  funds  grant  from  FEMA 
for  purchase  of  emergency  generators  for  the  Windsor  Green  and 
McCarthy  Village  Housing  Complexes.  This  will  reduce  the 
inconvenience  of  residents  during  extended  power  outages. 

The  Agency  was  prepared  for  the  blizzard  of  December  12 
and  13.  Members  manned  the  Emergency  Operations  Center 
(EOC)  around  the  clock.  Thanks  to  the  widespread  warning,  the 
citizens  were  well  prepared  and  no  major  problems  occurred 
during  or  after  the  storm. 


Deputy  Director  John  Hawkes  completed  emergency  re- 
sponse training  conducted  by  the  Conmionwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, FEMA,  and  Seabrook  Station.  In  the  event  of  an  emergency 
at  Seabrook  Station,  John  will  function  as  a  member  of  the  staff 
at  the  Area  1  Emergency  Operations  Center  in  Tewksbury.  John 
has  also  completed  the  National  Fire  Academy  Incident  Com- 
mand Course. 

The  Agency  was  saddened  by  the  passing  of  two  of  our 
dedicated  members,  William  Jones  and  Richard  Hickox,  during 
the  year.  Their  sui^rt  and  enthusiasm  will  be  missed. 

Norman  D.  Lake  —  Director 

John  S.  Hawkes  —  Deputy  Director 

Lawrence  M.  Hill  —  Deputy  Director 

Robert  W.  Ingram  —  Warning  Officer 

Charles  J.  Landry  —  Shelter  Manager 

Connie  Sue  Ingram  —  Deputy  Shelter  Manager 

Richard  E.  Wright  —  Communications 

Richard  Hickox**  —  Communications 

Mark  Hickox  —  C(xnmunications 

Anne  Marie  Desmarais  —  Medical  Liaison/Hazmat 

Consultant 
David  Posmoga  —  Radio  Maintenance 
Kenneth  Mcrehouse  —  EMT/Captain  Auxiliary  Hre 
Carole  Landry  —  Seaetary 
Richard  Brewer 
Seth  Campbell 
Cynthia  Coolidge 
Russ  Corkum  Jr. 
John  C.  Corrigan 
Mark  S.  Flerra 
Deborah  Foley 
Robert  Foley 
Christine  Gray  —  EMT 
Walter  N.  Hardy 
Betty  Hickox 
Kendell  Hicks 
Marge  Hicks 
Ann  Jones 
William  Jones** 
Cindy  Posmoga 
Jackie  Pudsey 
Anne  Marie  Reilly 
Edward  Reilly 

Susanne  Simon  —  EMT/MAST 
Carl  Sletton 
Marc  L.  Smith 
Lillian  Wambolt 
**Deceased 
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AUXILIARY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  is  a  volunteer  orga- 
nization staffed  by  members  who  share  a  common  interest  in  the 
re-  fire  service,  either  as  a  career  or  a  vocation.  The  Department  is  a 
lu-  branch  of  the  Acton  Civil  Defense/Emergency  Management 
cy  Agency  and  reports  to  the  Director.  The  members  are  trained  and 
iff  equipped  to  provide  a  variety  of  support  services,  to  the  Fire 
la  Department  as  well  as  other  Town  departments,  at  maja*  fires, 
Q.  disasters,  and  other  emergencies. 

The  Department  responds  to  all  Box  Alarms  and  provides 
I  lighting,  recharge  of  breathing  apparatus,  salvage,  and  cleanup 
ij  help  under  the  direction  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  Officer  in 
charge  at  the  scene.  In  addidon,  the  Department  responds  to  water 
emergency  calls  in  private  structures  under  the  direction  of  the 
Acton  Fire  Alarm  Office  and  responds  to  Mutual  Aid  calls  bom 
surrounding  towns. 

Membership  in  the  Department  is  open  to  young  adults 
who  live  or  work  within  ten  miles  of  the  Civil  Defense  Building 
on  the  comer  of  School  Street  and  Main  Street  in  South  Acton. 
Candidates  should  have  a  int^est  in  the  fire  service  as  a  career  or 
a  volunteer  or  call  firefighter  with  a  regular  department.  Member- 
ship is  limited  to  twenty  including  a  Captain  and  one  or  two 
Lieutenants. 

The  Department  apparatus  includes  a  1980  light  duty 
rescue  truck  (Rescue  36)  which  is  equipped  with  a  generator  and 
lighting  equipment,  submersible  pumps  and  hose  (or  water 
exuicaticm,  and  a  variety  of  hand  tools  for  salvage  and  overhaul 
operations. 

A  second  vehicle  is  a  1967  four  wheel  drive  Willys  pickup 
truck  (Engine  37)  equipped  as  a  pumper.  It  carries  300  gallons  of 
water  on  board,  a  pump,  hose,  chair  saw,  and  otlier  tools  that 
might  be  needed.  The  Primary  use  for  this  vehicle  is  remote 
brush/forest  fires  where  off  road  (^ration  is  required,  but  it  is 
also  valuable  in  a  variety  of  the  pumping  operations. 


1992  was  a  slow  year,  the  Auxiliary  responded  to  calls, 
which  include;  22  Box  Alarms,  11  Water  Problems,  1  Mutual 
Aid,  1  Miscellaneous  Special  Services,  3  Brush  Fires,  1  Lighting/ 
Power  Operations,  and  0  Haz-Mat  Calls.  This  Department  has 
put  in  a  total  of  223  volunteering  hours  which  does  not  include 
meetings  or  drills. 

No  charges  are  made  for  services  as  the  vehicles  and 
equipment  are  provided  through  an  ^propriation  of  the  Acton 
Town  Meeting.  This  year  we  were  able  to  help  the  different 
branches  of  the  town  even  more.  However  we  could  not  have 
accomplished  this  without  the  new  and  repaired  equipment.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  continued  cooperation  of  the  Acton  Fire 
Department,  the  Auxiliary  is  also  grateful  to  the  Highway  De- 
partment and  the  garage  mechanics  fc«'  keeping  our  equipment 
and  vehicles  in  running  condition.  Many  thanks. 

Kenneth  A.  Morehouse  —  C!aptain 
Norman  Lake  —  Director 
Joel  Newcomb  —  Lieutenant 
Firefighters 
Norman  Colleton 
Thomas  Deptula 
Timothy  Dorren 
Robert  Foley  Jr. 
Lynn  Goulet 
Denise  Hicks 
Exic  McCoy 
Jeremy  Medicus 
Rebecca  Miller 
William  Thomas  Muise 
Anne  Reilly 
Edward  Reilly 
Jeffery  Schuhmacher 
Brian  Saltsgaver 
Douglas  Wood 
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EXPLORER  POST  7 

ACTON  SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  TEAM 


Explorer  Post  7  had  an  active  fun-filled  year,  loaded  with 
activities  and  lots  of  hard  work. 

January  brought  enough  snow  for  us  to  continue  shoveling 
Senior  Citizens.  We  continued  our  training  with  CPR,  First  Aid 
and  practice  searches  for  lost  children  and  adults.  We  grouped  at 
the  South  Acton  Fire  Station  to  practice  in  the  woods  in  teck. 

Since  we  are  a  division  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
Metacomet  District  of  Nashua  Valley  Council,  we  participated  in 
the  Polar  Bear  Derby  doing  first  aid  for  the  Cub  Scouts  at  the  Page 
School  in  Ayer,  Massachusetts.  The  following  weekend  found  us 
at  the  Harvard  Sportsman's  Club  where  we  were  again  busy 
doing  first  aid  for  the  Metaccanet  District  for  the  annual  Freeze — 
out.  .We  had  lots  of  ice  followed  with  approximately  4"  of  rain  cm 
frozen  ground  resulting  in  a  "flood-out".  We  were  up  all  night 
helping  approximately  seventy-five  boys. 

March  brought  our  annual  fun-week-end  in  Ashburham, 
Mass.,  at  Camp  Split  Rock.  We  did  some  training  and  everyone 
had  a  great  time. 

April  came  with  our  annual  Isaac  Davis  Camporee  on 
Weatherbee  Street  and  Route  2  with  approximately  1500  Boy 
Scouts  and  Scoutmasters  from  around  the  region.  The  Post  did 
first  aid  and  security. 

Post  7  marched  in  the  annual  Memorial  Day  Parade  in  our 
work  uniforms  and  suppUed  first  aid.  We  also  put  up  all  the  Town 
of  Acton  Flags  at  each  designated  areas. 

We  continued  training  in  June  with  another  practice  of 
searching  for  lost  children  in  preparation  for  the  annual  Acton 
Town  Fair. 

July  arrived  with  the  Town  Fair  and  we  are  proud  to  report 
our  training  paid  of  f  with  searches  for  two  lost  children  and  a  few 
minor  first  aid  problems. 

August  arrived  with  the  post  preparing  for  our  annual  trip 
to  Maine  to  the  Taylor  Family  Cottage.  At  this  time  we  would 
sincerely  like  to  thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Lake  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ned  Taylor  for  letting  us  use  their  family  cottage.  The  weather 
was  a  bit  chilly  to  practice  our  water  rescue  training  but  proce- 
dures were  discussed. 

September  activities  were  the  Boxbwo  Fifers  Parade  and 
Fire  Muster  where  the  Post  did  quite  well  in  our  first  competition 
in  several  years,  beating  the  Acton  Fire  Fighters  in  Water  Polo. 
But,  of  course,  they  came  back  and  beat  us  in  the  following  two 
events.  We  all  had  a  "super"  time.  We  participated  in  the  Fall 
Round-up  at  Mt.  Wachusetts  followed  by  the  Fall  Camporee  in 
Bolton,  Ma  where  we  did  first  aid  and  judging  of  first  aid  events. 
Our  annual  Bolton  Fair  participation  found  us  doing  gates,  tickets 
and  some  security. 


October  found  the  Post  helping  with  parking  cars  at  the  ' 
Conant  School  PTO  Craft  Fair. 

Acton  Lions  Ski  and  Skate  Sale  kept  us  busy  parking  cars 
in  November  as  well  as  helping  the  Acton  Civil  Defense  with  an 
Open  House. 

We  continued  to  help  Mr.  Phil  Bohinsky  with  the  Annual' 
Maynard  Christmas  Parade,  where  we  Uned  up  the  parades  three 
division  and  serving  cocoa  and  coffee.  We  hope  to  have  a  bigger 
Handicapped  Children' s  Christmas  Party  in  1993  since  this  years 
storm  canceled  our  party.  But  due  to  the  snow  we  were  out 
shoveling  our  many  Senior  Citizens. 

This  year  we  were  saddened  by  the  loss  of  a  dear  friend  to 
the  post,  Mr.  Richard  (Uncle  Dick)  Hickox  who  gave  so  much 
time  and  effort.  We  will  truly  miss  him,  his  humor  and  his 
friendly  smile. 

Thank  you  to:  The  Acton  Lions  Club,  our  sponsor  fw  the 
past  eighteen  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Lake,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Landry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Hicks,  Mr.  John  Hawks,  Mrs. 
William  Jones,  Ms.  Suzanne  Simon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Foley, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Reilly,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Ingram.  Captain 
Ken  Morehouse  and  all  the  members  of  the  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire; 
Department  for  without  all  your  time,  help  and  patience  our  Post 
may  not  have  succeeded. 

Our  post  meets  every  Wednesday,  at  7:30  pm  at  the  Acton 
Civil  Defense  Building  on  School  Street,  next  to  the  railroad 
bridge.  Should  you  be  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Acton  Search  and  Rescue  Team,  come  to  a  meeting  soon. 

Members  of  Post  7: 

Jon  Coggins 
Dennis  Coggins 
Chris  Curtain 
Lori  CooUdge 
Denice  Hicks 
Joel  Newcomb 
Doug  Wood 
Kristina  Totman 
Jason  LeBlanc 
Robb  Gabriel 
Jeremy  Medicus 
Lynn  Goulet 
Scott  Landry 
Mike  GcMnez 
Jim  Schofield 
Abby  Rogers 
Amy  Gravlin 
Jessica  Anderson 

Advisors: 
Mr.  Norm  Lake 
Mrs.  Robert  Ingram 
Associate  Advisors 
Mrs.  Charles  Landry 
Mr.  Seth  Campbell 
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COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 


The  Acton  CcMnmission  on  Disability  found  1992,  our  fifth 
year,  to  be  particularly  challenging,  due  to  the  passage  of  the 
Americans  with  EHsabilities  Act  (ADA).  This  federal  legislation 
has  increased  awareness  of  individuals  with  disabilities,  espe- 
cially in  the  business  sector.  We  are  proud  of  our  accomplish- 
ments but  realize  we  still  have  a  lot  more  to  do. 

Educational  programs  with  the  Kids  On  The  Block  Puppet 
Shows,  are  continuing  to  bring  awareness  to  school  children  and 
staff,  thanks  to  Nancy  Anselmo,  her  volunteers,  and  our  seven 
puppets.  We  have  received  several  calls  from  surrounding  towns, 
requesting  the  puji^t  shows.  A  suggestion  of  follow-up  visits  by 
individuals  witli  disabilities  is  given  to  classroom  teachers. 

The  returns  of  our  second  Needs  Assessment  Survey  have 
helped  us  with  information  on  the  needs  of  individuals  with 
disabilities  in  Acton.  Scxne  needs  have  been  addressed  and  we  are 
working  on  others.  Special  thanks  to  Mary  Ellen  and  Chuck 
Mayo,  Lou  Beauregard,  Connie  Ingram  and  Carol  Lake  for  their 
work  sorting  returns  and  putting  together  a  rep<xt. 

The  Conunission  is  still  kept  busy  with  calls  from  all  over 
the  state  for  information  on  equipment,  parking,  van  modifica- 
tions, etc.;  and  with  the  passage  of  the  ADA  our  calls  include 
town  representatives  requesting  information  on  how  to  imple- 
ment their  transition  plan.  Commission  members  have  met  with 
town  representatives  to  advise  on  beginning  new  ccnunissions, 
function  as  advocates,  survey  facilities,  and  help  out  the  ADA 
regulations. 

This  year  commission  members  attended  many  state  and 
regional  meetings  on  the  ADA.  The  Mass.  Office  on  Disability 
co-sponsored  a  two-day  state  training  in  Marlborough  on  the 
ADA  and  is  running  two-day  seminars  all  through  the  state  for 
Conununity  Access  Monitors  to  train  people  to  monitor  their 
community.  Some  members  attended  seminars  in  Lowell  and 
Newton  and  we  hosted  one  in  Acton  in  November  at  St. 
Elizabeth's  of  Hungary  Church.  Over  forty-five  people  from 
twenty  conununities  attended,  including  building  inspectors, 
architects,  members  of  local  commissions  and  other  interested 
citizens.  The  seminar  was  a  true  community  effort,  with  meals 
supplied  from  the  Concwd  Correctional  Center  and  donations 
from  many  local  businesses. 

Friends  of  the  Acton  EHsabled  (FAD)  has  worked  a  long 
time  to  bring  the  National  Theatre  of  the  Deaf  to  Acton.  In 
January  1993,  the  Theatre  group  will  perform  "Ophelia"  at  the 
high  school.  The  proceeds  from  the  performance  will  be  used  to 
help  make  the  high  school  a  regional  Performing  Arts  Center. 
Some  access  has  already  begun  in  the  fonn  of  electric  dows  and 
wheel  chair  seating.  Jack  Ormsbee  has  been  an  energetic  instiga- 
tor behind  this  project. 


Conunission  members  are  pleased  to  note  that  Governor 
Weld  signed  major  parking  legislation  into  law.  This  bill  was 
sponsored  by  Bob  Durand  and  devotes  fines  accrued  from 
handicapped  parking  violations  to  local  commissions  on  disabili- 
ties. Under  the  law,  funds  are  to  be  deposited  into  a  special 
account  and  used  solely  for  persons  with  disabilities.  Expendi- 
tures are  to  be  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  local  commis- 
sion on  disabilities. 

Another  important  part  of  legislation  were  changes  in 
Chapter  40,  Section  8J  under  which  the  conunission  was  formed 
including:  increasing  members  from  seven  to  nine;  adding: 
"advise  and  assist  municipal  officials  and  employees  in  ensuring 
ccsnpliance  with  state  and  federal  laws  and  regulations  that  affect 
people  with  disabilities;  coordinate  or  carry  out  programs  de- 
signed to  meet  the  problems  of  people  with  disabilities  in  coor- 
dination with  programs  of  the  Massachusetts  Office  on  Disabil- 
ity; review  and  make  recommendations  about  policies,  proce- 
dures, services,  activities  and  facilities  of  departments,  boards 
and  agencies  of  said  city  or  town  as  they  affect  people  with 
disabilities;  provide  information,  referrals,  guidance  and  techni- 
cal assistance  to  individuals,  public  agencies,  businesses  and 
organizations  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  disability." 

Due  to  the  increased  awareness  the  ADA  has  generated,  the 
ccxnmission  is  beginning  a  new  project  -  running  seminars  on 
sensitivity  training  and  the  ADA  regulations.  Last  fall  we  were 
contacted  by  the  Cooperative  Bank  to  help  run  a  sensitivity 
training  for  bank  managers .  We  are  woricing  with  Chris  Devaney , 
Executive  Director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  run  work- 
shops on  the  ADA  regulations,  (specifically  Title  III,  Public 
Acconunodations  and  Title  IV,  Telecommunications).  Walter 
Kiver  and  Wayne  (jeehan  approached  Don  Johnson  about  run- 
ning sensitivity  workshops  for  town  employees.  Don  was  enthu- 
siastic and  plans  are  being  formulated  for  several  day-time 
trainings. 

We  wish  to  welcome  new  member,  Edward  Kelly,  who 
was  recently  admitted  to  the  bar,  with  our  congratulations.  Ed  ran 
a  golf  tournament  for  Cerebral  Palsy  in  the  fall  and  donated 
$8(X).00  dollars  of  the  proceeds  towards  a  new  gift  account  for  the 
Conunission.  Anyone  wishing  to  add  to  this  account,  please  call 
Walter  Kiver  or  Roy  Wetherbee,  town  treasurer,  for  the  proper 
letter  to  accompany  your  donation.  We  are  pleased  that  Donna 
Whalen  will  soon  be  sworn  in  as  a  full  member.  Donna  has  been 
attending  meetings  regularly  since  the  fall,  and  has  jumped  right 
in  and  begun  to  wcwk  on  school  issues,  specifically  following  up 
on  surveys  done  with  the  state  in  the  fall.  We  are  also  fortunate 
to  have  a  new  resident,  Paul  Parravano,  as  an  associate  member. 
We  hope  as  Paul's  new  job  eases  up,  he  will  find  time  to  become 
a  full  member.  Paul  has  already  given  the  commission  a  great  deal 
of  help  with  information  on  the  bUnd  and  sight  impaired  and 
programs  for  workshops. 
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The  coming  year  will  be  even  more  exciting  and  challeng- 
ing. The  ADA  has  said  to  people,  "Hey,  We're  here... we  want  to 
use  our  sidewalks,  get  in  doors,  eat  in  local  restaurants,  spend  our 
money  in  our  stores,  attend  town  meetings,  go  to  the  school  of  our 
choice. ..we  want  our  rights."  As  I  said  years  ago,  "We  are  not 
asking  for  the  sky,  we  just  want  our  piece  of  the  pie." 

We  would  like  to  acknowledge  Connie  Huber,  our  town 
clerk  who  retired  in  December.  Her  cheerfulness  and  caring 
attitude  will  be  sorely  missed.  Connie  has  been  of  inunense  help 
to  the  Commission  from  the  first  time  we  met  in  the  Nagog 
Offices,  when  she  explained  posting  notices  for  our  meeting  and 
discussed  groups  to  help  us,  and  other  useful  ideas.  She  continued 
to  share  information  with  us,  and  to  help  with  our  survey,  access 
at  the  polls,  and  as  a  member  of  our  friends  group.  Although  we 
won' t  see  her  behind  the  counter  at  Town  Hall,  we  know  she  will 
remain  active  and  committed  to  helping  others.  Thanks,  Connie. 


♦Walter  Kiver,  Chair 

♦Wayne  Geehan,  Vice-Chair 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  Secretary 

Cary  Hobson,  Treasurer  &  Coordinator  for 

the  deaf  and  hearing  impaired 
♦Louis  Beauregard,  Liaison  to  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

♦Connie  Ingram,  Parking  CoOTdinator 

Edward  Kelly,  Liaison  to  FAD 

Carol  Lake,  Town  Liaison 

Associate  Members: 

♦Joan  Burrows,  PR  Coordinator 

Wayne  Caldwell 

Donna  Whalen,  School  liaison 

Paul  Parravano,  Coordinator  for  the  blind 

and  sight  impaired 

♦Community  Access  Monitors 


COMMUNITY  HOUSING  CORPORATION 


In  reviewing  the  activity  of  the  Acton  Community  Housing 
Corporation  (ACHC)  for  the  past  year,  I  find,  as  I  have  in  several 
prior  years,  that  a  fair  amount  of  effort  and  energy  was  expended 
without  much  in  the  way  of  tangible  benefit  to  show  for  it.  Unlike 
the  past  couple  of  years,  however,  we  are  positioned,  as  we  enter 
calendar  1993,  to  finally  produce  some  concrete  housing  oppw- 
tunities  for  the  town. 

As  1 992  began  we  were  coming  out  of  a  very  disappointing 
year  for  the  ACHC,  with  very  little  mcxnentum  being  generated 
by  projects  that  had  looked  bc^ful  in  1990  and  1991,  but  had 
fallen  prey  to  the  deteriorating  regional  economy.  The  early  part 
of  1992  was  dedicated  pimarily  to  planning,  reexamining  our 
mission,  and  working  to  facilitate  an  amicable  solution  to  some 
problems  that  had  arisen  surrounding  the  Audubon  Hill  Project. 
We  were  delighted  to  have  the  c^portunity  to  work  with  town 
officials,  the  developer,  and  the  project's  lender  to  create  an 
environment  of  cooperation  that  protected  the  Senior  Center, 
which  is  now  well  underway  toward  completion. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  js-oposed  projects  started  to 
take  shape  which  began  to  occupy  most  of  our  time.  Mill  Comer 
in  South  Acton  Center,  a  property  which  in  an  earlier  conceptual 
plan  was  know  as  Great  Hill,  came  back  to  life  under  the 
thoughtful  hands  of  Kevin  Sweeney.  In  this  new  proposed  plan 
for  development  of  this  site,  the  ACHC  could  possibly  come  to 
control  four  units  for  its  own  use  in  meeting  the  needs  of  low  and 
moderate  income  famiUes  in  Acton.  The  second  project  to  come 
back  to  life,  again  in  the  hands  of  a  new  developer,  in  this  case 
CMA  Architects,  Inc.,  is  a  property  on  Quarry  Road  in  North 
Acton,  known  in  its  planning  stages  as  Quarry  Woods.  At  this 
early  conceptual  stage  of  development  it  is  anticipated  that 
eighteen  out  of  forty-five  units  would  be  reserved  for  low  and 


moderate  income  owners.  The  ACHC  has  gone  on  record  as 
being  supportive  of  both  of  these  projects  as  they  have  been 
conceptually  presented  at  this  time,  and  has  spent  considerable 
time  over  the  second  half  of  1992  working  with  these  developers 
to  move  them  forward.  A  third  positive  development  that  oc- 
curred this  year  was  the  generous  offer  from  Deck  House  to 
donate  a  low-cost  housing  unit  to  the  ACHC.  We  are  now  turning 
our  creative  energies  to  finding  a  site  on  which  this  Deck  House 
Unit  could  be  built. 

We  face  the  new  year  with  a  feeling  of  cautious  optimism 
that  we  may  have  finally  reached  the  point  in  our  organizational 
life  where  all  of  our  efforts  may  culminate  in  the  development  of 
some  actual  units  of  low  and  moderate  incc»ne  housing.  For  the 
dedicated  individuals  who  currently  serve  on  the  ACHC,  and  for 
the  many  others  who  have  served  in  pior  years,  keeping  the  hope 
and  mission  of  being  a  housing  advocacy  group  alive  through 
very  difficult  times,  our  greatest  satisfaction  will  come  in  the 
fulfillment  of  the  promise  offered  these  three  opportunities  that 
we  carry  forward  into  1993.  It  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  an 
enormous  privilege  to  serve  with  the  past  and  present  members 
of  the  ACHC.  It  is  their  kind  of  selfless  spirit  of  service  to  others 
that  makes  Acton  a  wonderful  place  to  live  and  raise  a  family. 

Bill  Gothorpe,  Chair 
Peter  Berry 
Steve  Graham 
Rev.  William  Heuss 
Kevin  McManus 
Betty  McManus 
JanaMullin 
Roy  Smith 
Nancy  Tavemier 
Bob  Wiltse 
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"Ice  House" 

by  Edna  Story 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


As  in  the  past,  1992  was  a  year  with  a  full  agenda  for  both 
the  Conservation  CcMnmission  and  staff.  The  Commission  spent 
more  than  90%  of  its  meeting  time  reviewing  filings  associated 
with  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act.  Much  time  was  also  spent 
planning  and  overseeing  Eagle  Scout  projects  on  conservation 
land.  These  projects  are  initiated  and  supervised  by  the  Conser- 
vation Administrator;  construction  performed  by  an  Eagle  Scout 
and  his  troop.  We  love  to  brag  about  our  Bluebird  Program  and 
a  paragraph  below  relates  this  year's  success  story.  An  annual 
report  would  not  be  complete  without  acknowledging  the  people 
and  accomplishments  at  the  Acton  Arbwetum.  Interlaced  with  all 
projects  undertaken  by  Conservation  is  our  vast  network  of 
volunteers,  too  numerous  to  mention,  but  fundamental  to  our 
successes. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion is  the  review  of  Wetlands  Protection  Act  filings.  In  fact,  this 
review  process  occupies  bettCT  than  90%  of  the  Commission's 
meeting  schedule.  Clearly,  most  of  the  easily  buildable  land  in 
Acton  is  already  developed,  new  projects  are  frequently  on 
marginal  land  containing  wetlands.  This  is  reflected  in  the 
constantly  increasing  number  of  wetlands  filings  over  the  past 
four  years.  A  wetlands  filing  is  an  ^plication  to  build  wcMk 
within  100'  of  a  wetlands,  and  must  be  approved  by  the  Conser- 
vation Commission.  In  1992  the  Ccxnmission  reviewed  and 
developed  Orders  of  Conditions  for  the  following  Wetlands 
Protection  Act  Filings:  34  Notices  of  Intent,  and  24  Requests  for 
Determination. 


Acton  has  continued  to  be  blessed  with  a  very  large  and 
active  contingent  of  Boy  Scouts.  In  particular,  Acton  Conserva- 
tion Lands  have  seen  the  benefits  of  many  of  these  young  men 
designing  and  building  their  Eagle  Scout  projects.  During  the 
summer  months  of  1992  two  Eagle  Scout  projects  were  com- 
pleted. The  Commission  gratefully  thanks  Eagle  Scouts  Greg 
Murphy  for  his  boardwalk  at  Nashoba  Erode  Conservation  Area, 
and  Andrew  Robinson  for  his  boardwalk  at  Grassy  Pond  Conser- 
vation Area. 

During  the  cold  winter  months  of  January  and  February  we 
got  busy  with  the  1992  Bluebird  Box  Installation  Program.  The 
Junior  High  Science  Club  under  the  direction  of  Science  Teacher, 
Mark  Toporoff,  helped  the  Adminisu^ator  to  install  twenty  blue- 
bird houses  on  town  owned  land.  This  of  course  was  not  a  new 
idea;  the  additional  twenty  houses  has  brought  our  five  year  total 
to  approximately  two  hundred  nesting  boxes.  What  was  worth 
bragging  about  in  1992  was  our  new  total  of  eight  nesting  pairs 
of  Eastern  Bluebirds  during  the  sfHing  and  sununer  months.  Each 
mating  pair  normally  produces  two  broods  of  young  per  year,  and 
we  estimate  that  between  30  and  40  baby  bluebirds  fledged  in 
Acton  this  past  year. 

If  you  haven't  had  a  chance  to  spend  an  hour  on  a  warm 
summer's  evening  walking  at  the  Arboretum,  you  really  should. 
The  past  five  years  have  seen  the  addition  of  many  wonderful 
plantings,  trails  and  bridges  traversing  our  54  acre  jewel.  In  1992 
the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum  proudly  accepted  the  "Acton 
Lxx)ks  Good  Award"  for  municipally  owned  properties.  This  is 
an  award  presented  annually  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  As 
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part  of  the  Mass.  Releaf  Grant  awarded  to  the  Town  in  1992,  the 
Conservation  Administrator  submitted  a  grant  application  for 
some  very  specific  trees  and  shrubs  to  be  planted  next  Spring. 
And  guess  what?  We  were  awarded  nearly  $3,000!  The  comple- 
tion of  the  Hosta  Garden  is  really  quite  spectacular  and  should  be 
seen  by  anyone  interested  in  establishing  a  shade  garden.  Thank 
you  to  Judy  Dempsey  for  establishing  this  picturesque  garden. 
We  were  fortunate  to  obtain  a  release  crew  frcwn  MCI  Concord  for 
a  week  in  the  Siting  to  create  a  trail  for  the  disabled  along  our 
newly  planted  Butterfly  Garden.  An  idea  was  initiated  to  design 
a  garden  dedicated  specifically  to  attract  wildlife  with  plants  that 
anyone  could  obtain  to  create  a  similar  planting  in  their  own  yard. 
With  the  help  of  a  very  talented  Arbwetum  Committee  member 
namely  Belle  Choate,  our  "Butterfly  Garden"  became  a  reality. 
No  one  could  have  imagined  the  success  of  this  garden  in  just  one 
growing  season.  Nineteen  species  of  butterflies  were  identified 
as  well  as  countless  hummingbird  sightings.  We're  already 
planning  for  some  exciting  additions  to  the  gardens  for  next 
Spring.  As  always  the  Herb  Garden,  under  the  loving  care  of  the 
Garden  Club,  was  simply  beautiful  this  past  summer,  and  was 
highlighted  on  the  cover  of  the  current  "Acton  Guide."  The  wide 
ranged  of  expertise  and  high  level  of  energy  displayed  by  the 
many  volunteers  at  the  Arboretum  is  evident  in  its  continued 
success. 


A  special  word  of  thanks  to  the  Engineering  Department 
for  designing  our  new  parking  lot  at  Noth  Acton  Community 
Gardens,  to  the  Municipal  Properties  E)epartment  for  lending  a 
hand  on  many  of  our  projects  and  to  the  Highway  Department  for 
doing  such  a  great  job  building  the  North  Acton  Gardens  Parking 
Lot,  the  extension  of  the  Arb(»'etum  Parking  Lot  and  improving 
the  access  to  the  Stoneymeade  Conservation  Area.  Once  again 
thank  you  to  the  many  volunteers  that  we  come  to  so  heavily  rely 
upon 

Conservati(»  in  Acton  continues  to  be  a  dynamic  compo- 
nent of  the  towns  make-up.  Ranging  from  overseeing  land 
management  projects  on  the  towns  1400-h  acres  of  conservation 
land,  to  reviewing  Wetlands  Protection  Act  applications,  the 
ConsCTvation  Commission  and  staff  are  an  integral  part  of  town 
government,  and  look  forward  to  serving  the  people  of  our 
ccMnmunity  in  1993. 

Andrew  Sheehan,  Chair 

WiUiam  HiU,  Vice-Chair 

Peter  Shanahan 

Morene  Bodner 

Ann  Shubert 

John  Chalmers 

Charlotte  Timlege 

Linda  McEhoy,  Associate  Member 

Tom  Tidman,  Administrator 

Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


The  Council  On  Aging  (CO A)  provides  direct  services, 
programs,  information  and  referral  to  older  citizens  and  adult 
children.  Nineteen  hundred  citizens,  sixty  years  and  older,  reside 
in  the  Town  and  are  kept  informed  of  COA  activities  and 
pertinent  information  through  a  direct  mailed  newsletter.  COA 
Staff  is  suppc«ted  by  a  nine-member  Council  Board.  The  office/ 
resource  center  is  located  in  rented  space  in  the  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Daytime  programs  are  conducted  in  the  West 
Acton  Baptist  Church. 

Some  of  the  COA  direct  services  include  h(xne-delivered 
meals,  varied  day  classes,  bus  trips  to  shopping,  cultural,  and 
recreational  events,  intake  of  fuel  assistance  appUcations,  com- 
modity food  distribution,  a  friendly  visiter  program,  (H'ofessional 
speaker  presentations,  telephone  reassurance  calls,  intervention 
and  advocacy  for  individuals  involved  with  social  agencies, 
assistance  with  health  insurance  fwms,  emergency  transpcwta- 
tion  on  a  case-by  case  basis,  counseling  with  adult  children, 
loaning  out  of  some  medical/home  equipment,  maintenance  of  a 
collection  of  printed  materials,  and  scheduling  of  home  visits. 

Town  elders  and  handicapped  p>ersons  have  the  availabiUty 
of  two  door-to-door  vans  for  area  transportation  for  modest  fees. 
The  COA  schedules  the  COA  Van  which  is  a  sixteen  passenger, 
two  wheel  chair  station  vehicle.  Funding  for  the  service  of  this 
van  and  the  twelve  passenger  Road  Runner  is  administered  by  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  using  federal,  state,  and  town 
assessments.  Additional  funding  for  staffing  is  received  through 
the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs.  Program  support  is  also 
received  through  gifts  from  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  COA,  Inc. 


The  COA  has  many  friends  and  volunteers  in  the  commu- 
nity without  whom  services  and  group  social  occasions  for  our 
elders  would  not  be  possible.  We  thank  the  Acton  Rotary  Club  for 
their  annual  chicken  barbecue,  the  Confirmation  classes  of  St. 
Elizabeth's  and  the  parishioners  of  the  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  for  their  dinners,  Theau^e  III  for  free  dress  rehearsals, 
the  Salvation  Army  for  Hillcrest  Lodge  availability,  McDonald's 
for  breakfasts.  Northeast  Crarectional  for  lunches,  and  the  Aaon 
Garden  Club,  Junior  Women's  Club  and  Acton  Women's  Club 
for  programs.  Many  scouts  helped  with  donations  of  holiday  food 
and  favors.  Explorer  Post  7  and  Civil  Defense  volunteers  gave 
hours  of  labor,  snow  shoveling,  and  furniture  moving.  We  also 
thank  our  faithful  wheel-a-meal  drivers,  our  arm  chair  travel 
hosts,  and  all  our  other  program  volunteers. 

There  is  an  on-going  need  for  volunteers  who  wish  wie-on- 
one  contact  with  elders  or  who  wish  to  work  with  groups  at  the 
center.  Call  the  COA  Office,  264-9643  if  you  can  give  a  donation 
of  time. 

Marcia  Epstein,  Chair 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Dorothy  Chautin 
Warren  Donovan 
Peggy  Erlanger 
Juliana  Kennedy 
Constance  Krea 
Ruth  Rice 
Roy  Traflon 

E>onna  Benanti,  Associate 
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DOG  OFFICER 


Total  Number  of  Calls  473 

Number  of  Dogs  Impounded  42 

Unlicensed  39 

Licensed  9 

Number  of  Dogs  Sent  to  Lowell  Humane  Society  8 

Number  of  Dog  Bites  Reported  to  Dog  Officer  7 

Les  Boardman 
Dog  Officer 


ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

A  permanent  fund  was  bequested  to  the  Town  of  Acton  by 
George  R.  White,  in  memwy  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth.  The 
income  from  the  fund  is  to  be  used  only  "in  relieving  the 
necessities  of  the  deserving  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Town  to  anticipate  such  necessity  of  aid  and  assistance 
by  inquiry  and  investigation,  in  advance  of  claims  as  far  as 
possible,  in  order  that  sensitive  and  deserving  people  may  receive 
assistance,  who  might,  because  of  publicity,  refrain  from  making 
a[^lication  for  aid." 

The  Trustees  signed  requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
totaling  $6,700.00  for  the  entire  year.  Funds  were  given  to 
households  in  need. 

Cornelia  Huber 
Edwin  Miller 
John  Powers 
Trustees 


ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 


The  function  of  the  Engineering  Department  is  to  provide 
the  Town  boards,  conunittees,  and  departments  with  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  Land  Surveying  expertise;  to  design,  obtain  ^prov- 
als  for,  and  supervise  the  construction  of  public  works  projects; 
to  evaluate  the  engineering  aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for  Town 
Boards  and  commissions;  to  inspect  subdivision  construction 
within  the  Town  to  insure  ccmformance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions; and  to  maintain  and  update  Town  maps,  atlases  and 
associated  files. 

The  Engineering  E>epartment  staff  currently  consists  of 
David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S.,  Engineering  Administrator,  Dennis  P. 
Ring,  Engineering  Assistant  II;  Alan  D.  Perry,  part-time  Engi- 
neering Assistant  I;  and  Donna  Jacobs,  part-time  secretary.  Eric 
K.  Durling,  P.E.  is  retained  on  an  "as  needed"  basis  to  provide 
professional  engineering  review  of  min(^  departmental  projects. 
We  also  hired  a  summer  employee  on  a  contract  basis  to  assist  in 
the  computerization  of  the  Town  Atlas.  Stephen  Duvel  is  an 
Acton  resident,  and  a  senior  enrolled  in  the  civil  engineering 
program  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  in  Amherst  His 
assistance  this  summer  was  greatly  api^eciated  and  allowed  us  to 
make  significant  progress  on  this  project. 

The  Engineering  Department  supervises  and  coordinates 
several  major  on-going  projects  that  are  reviewed  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Highway  Department  The  design  work  is  done  by 
private  engineering  consultants  hired  by  the  town,  but  when 
approved  by  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  the  actual 
construction  is  funded  by  the  State.  This  year  several  projects 
were  handled  in  this  manner.  The  reconstruction  of  the  intersec- 
tion of  Routes  2A  and  27  has  been  funded  in  this  way.  This  year 
saw  the  completion  of  the  road  construction,  and  the  new  traffic 
signal  equipment  is  scheduled  to  be  installed  early  1 993.  Over  the 
course  of  construction  we  attended  a  pre-construction  confer- 


ence, finalized  rights-of-entry,  and  negotiated  some  small  design 
changes  between  abutters,  the  State's  contractor  and  the  State 
engineer. 

The  replacement  of  the  Wetherbee  Street  Bridge  over 
Nashoba  Brook  is  still  pending  funding  by  the  State.  A  minimal 
amount  of  work  was  completed  this  year,  primarily  on  gathering 
data  associated  with  filing  for  the  various  environmental  ^prov- 
als  that  are  required. 

The  final  design  and  funding  were  approved  for  the  perma- 
nent traffic  signal  installation  in  West  Acton.  We  attended  a  pre- 
construction  conference  and  were  pleased  to  learn  that  construc- 
tion is  scheduled  for  early  Spring  of  1993  with  an  expected 
ccxnpletion  date  of  August  1993. 

The  South  Acton  Railroad  Bridge  has  been  a  source  of 
conment  and  concern  in  recent  years.  Being  a  State  owned 
bridge,  this  department  does  not  have  an  active  decision  making 
role  in  matters  concerning  the  bridge;  however,  we  do  try  to  stay 
informed  on  current  issues.  Most  recently  the  Town  was  ap- 
proached by  the  State  and  asked  to  take  a  more  active  role  in 
enforcing  the  weight  limit  restriction.  We  understand  that  the 
design  for  a  new  bridge  is  underway  and  that  the  target  date  for 
advertisement  of  the  project  is  November  of  1994. 

Due  to  a  redistricting  within  the  Massachusetts  Highway 
Department  Acton  was  moved  from  District  4  to  District  3.  The 
new  district  offices  are  located  in  Worcester  instead  of  Arlington 
and  we  will  be  working  closely  with  the  new  district  highway 
personnel  to  help  familiarize  them  with  Acton. 

In  addition  to  state  funded  projects,  the  Town  often  ini- 
tiates its  own  design  projects  for  ccMistruction  by  the  Highway 
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Department.  The  design  of  a  new  bridge  at  Concord  Road  over 
Nasboba  Broc^  is  being  bandied  by  our  bridge  consultant, 
Vanasse  Hangen,  Brustlin,  Inc.  Tbe  Engineering  Department  has 
completed  field  survey  and  base  plans  for  the  new  bridge,  and 
installation  by  tbe  Highway  Department  is  scheduled  for  the 
summer  of  1993 .  Design  plans  for  three  new  precast  concrete  box 
culverts  on  Stow  Street  and  Robbins  Street  were  completed  in  the 
Fall.  Installation  of  tbe  new  culverts  is  also  scheduled  for  the 
1993  construction  season.  ModificaticHis  to  the  intersection  of 
School  Street  and  Lawsbrook  were  proposed  and  the  plans  for 
minor  geometric  changes  and  relocation  of  the  stop  sign  have 
been  approved  by  the  Selectmen  for  construction.  The  changes 
are  due  primarily  to  the  changes  in  traffic  patterns  from  the 
closing  of  tbe  Route  2  crossover  at  School  Street  and  Wetherbee 
Street. 

Renovations  at  the  South  Acton  commuter  railroad  paik- 
ing  lot  were  started  this  fall.  Design  changes  include  a  widening 
of  tbe  entrance  road  to  allow  legal  parking  on  both  sides, 
reconfiguring  the  interior  islands,  and  expansion  at  the  front  of 
tbe  lot  near  tbe  train  platform.  The  changes  will  increase  the 
available  parking  spaces  from  234  to  261,  and  allow  for  the 
installation  of  parking  meters  at  approximately  80  spaces  desig- 
nated for  non-resident  parkers.  Bids  to  supply  the  parking  meters 
were  submitted  in  December  and  a  contract  will  iM"obably  be 
awarded  early  in  1993.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  legal  installation 
of  paiking  meters,  a  portion  of  the  entrance  to  the  conunuter  lot 
was  laid  out  as  a  pubUc  way  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  will 
now  be  known  as  "Station  Way." 

Several  new  and  ongoing  sidewalk  projects  were  designed 
and/or  constructed  this  year.  The  Charter  Road  sidewalk  contin- 
ues to  move  slowly.  This  year  we  completed  an  "as-built"  survey 
of  tbe  section  nearest  to  tbe  high  school,  and  prepared  a  plan  of 
a  portion  of  land  to  be  donated  to  the  Town  by  the  Hartz  Corp.  We 
will  continue  to  negotiate  with  the  remaining  abutters  in  order  to 
obtain  tbe  easements  needed  to  complete  the  sidewalk. 

We  provided  construction  layout  for  the  Highway  Depart- 
ment for  tbe  repair  of  sidewalks  on  Main  Street  frcnn  Concord 
Road  to  Taylor  Road,  Central  Street  near  Willow  Street  and 
Windsor  Avenue  from  Massachusetts  Avenue  to  the  Minuteman 
B  uilding.  We  also  provided  design  review  and  obtained  wetlands 
permits  for  a  proposed  sidewalk  on  Arlington  Street  from 
Hayward  Road  to  Kennedy  Lane.  This  section  of  sidewalk  will 
be  funded  and  constructed  by  tbe  developer  of  Kennedy  Estates. 

Numerous  projects  were  undertaken  for  other  departments 
during  tbe  year.  Among  these  were  the  survey  of  two  parcels  of 
land  which  will  be  donated  to  the  Town  as  conservation  land.  The 
first  parcel  was  approximately  4  acres  between  Stow  Street  and 
Fort  Pond  Brodc  fcxmerly  owned  by  Prescott  Paint  C(xnpany. 
The  second  parcel  was  approximately  1/2  acre  at  the  comer  of 
Martin  Street  and  Fort  Pond  Brook  near  Jones  Field,  and  is  owned 
by  Leo  Cunningham  of  Stow  Street.  We  prepared  plans  and 
construction  layout  for  a  gravel  parking  lot  at  tbe  Nwth  Acton 


Community  Gardens  for  the  Conservation  Commission.  The  lot 
acccxnmodates  ai^roximately  10  vehicles  and  reduces  the  need 
for  on  street  parking  on  Main  Street  Also  for  the  Conservation 
Commission,  we  prepared  various  plans  of  Ice  House  Pond  at 
Concord  Road,  including  cross-sections  depicting  the  depth  of 
the  pond  and  the  accumulated  silt.  Tbe  C<xnmission  is  investigat- 
ing the  possibility  of  dredging  the  pond  to  reduce  week  growth. 
Finally,  we  assisted  a  volunteer  parents  group  in  the  redesign  of 
a  new  play  area  at  the  Douglas  School.  Construction  was  begun 
in  late  Fall,  but  ended  prematurely  due  to  bad  weather.  The 
Highway  Department  will  continue  tbe  project  as  soon  as  condi- 
tions improve  in  the  Spring  of  1993. 

The  Engineering  Department  also  undertakes  several 
projects  each  year.  We  continued  the  Forest  Road  Landfill 
Groundwater  Monitoring  Well  Project  Due  to  budget  shortfalls, 
our  sampUng  schedule  is  still  on  an  annual  basis  rather  than  semi- 
annually as  in  past  years.  After  exhaustive  review  by  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
and  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  it  appears  that  the  plans 
for  the  NcMlh  Acton  Recreation  Area  are  close  to  approval.  Some 
of  the  credit  for  work  on  this  project  must  go  to  Bruce  Stamski, 
Chairman  of  the  Acton  Recreation  Commission,  and  Tom 
Tidman  of  tbe  Conservation  Department. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  tbe  Engineer- 
ing Department  from  initial  sutaiission  to  final  completion  of  the 
roads.  When  a  plan  is  submitted,  a  cwnprehensive  engineering 
evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  subdivision  is  made,  based 
on  current  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  Meadowview, 
Kennedy  Estates,  Mill  Comer  and  Hearthstone  Farms  were 
reviewed  and/or  inspected  in  this  manner.  The  Engineering 
Department  also  did  a  substantial  amount  of  work  for  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  including  bond  estimates  for  subdivision  roads  and 
reviews  of  c(xnmon  drive  special  permits. 

The  Engineering  Department  handles  the  daily  routine  of 
inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the  installation  of  utiUties  and 
driveways;  responding  to  requests  concerning  drainage  prob- 
lems; reviewing  site  plans;  preparing  street  acceptance  docu- 
ments; updating  the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning  Maps 
and  other  Town  Maps;  providing  the  general  pubUc  with  infor- 
mation; and  assisting  tbe  various  Town  boards  and  agencies.  This 
aspect  of  our  work  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  capability  of 
our  C ADD  System. 

We  appreciate  the  coqjeration  received  from  the  other 
Town  departments,  boards  and  conmiittees,  especially  from  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager' s  Office  for  recognizing 
the  need  to  maintain  pace  with  current  technological  advances  to 
compensate  for  tbe  decrease  in  staffing  over  tbe  past  several 
years.  We  look  forward  to  further  fM-oductive  efforts  in  tbe 
COTiing  year. 

David  F.  Abbt  Pi.S. 
Engineering  AdminisU-ator 
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FENCE  VIEWER 


The  duties  of  the  fence  viewer  are  contained  in  Massachu- 
setts General  Laws,  Chapter  49,  Section  1  -20,  inclusive.  This  law 
pertains  to  the  need  for  partition  fences  on  prc^rty  lines  of 
adjoining  improved  parcels  of  land  used  for  agricultural  purposes 
(primarily  the  keeping  of  livestock.)  The  appointed  fence  viewer 
for  the  Town  reports  no  activity  in  such  partition  fences  for  the 
year  1992. 

Although  this  is  now  an  archaic  position,  several  general 
questions  concerning  fences  are  answered  each  year.  Landown- 
ers, when  erecting  fences,  should  keep  the  following  facts  in 
1 1  mind: 

1.  Section  5.3.1  of  the  Town's  Zoning  Bylaw  limits  the 
height  of  walls  and  fences  in  yard  setback  areas  to  no 
more  than  eight  feet 

2,  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  49,  Section  21, 
determines  when  certain  fences  may  be  deemed  a  pri- 
vate nuisance  and  should  be  consulted  when  there  is  a 
question  concerning  a  spite  fence. 


\.  Section  E39  of  the  Town  Bylaws  provides  that  when 
erecting  a  fence  fronting  on  a  public  way  the  fence 
should  not  encroach  within  the  public  right  of  way 
without  a  written  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Assistance  in  determining  the  location  of  this  right-of- 
way  line  is  generally  available  from  the  Acton  Engi- 
neering Department. 

\.  The  installation  of  a  fence  does  not  generally  require  a 
building  permit;  however,  erecting  a  fence  in  a  Local 
Historic  District  will  usually  require  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  from  the  Acton  Historic  District  Com- 
mission. 

I  can  normally  be  reached  during  the  day  at  264-9628 

David  F.Abbt,P.L.S. 
Fence  Viewer 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  Finance  Committee  consists  of  nine  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  Moderator  for  one  to  three  year  terms.  This  year 
we  were  active  in  holding  approximately  24  meetings.  The 
members  also  attended  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Voca- 
tional School,  Planning  Conunittee,  Coordinating  Committee, 
Area  Fmance  Committee,  and  School  Superintendent  Search 
Committee  meetings. 

Some  of  the  accomplishments  for  the  year  include: 

(1)  Initiation  of  areview  of  the  Town  and  Schools  Audit 
Reports  and  Management  Letters. 

(2)  The  Finance  CcMiunittee  strongly  supports  the  Coor- 
dinating Committee  process.  This  year  we  prepared 
and  presented  to  the  Coordinating  Committee  a 
Schools/Town  allocation  formula  to  be  used  in  the 
event  any  proposed  override  failed  the  town  vote. 

(3)  We  conducted  the  first  "Expanded  FINCOM"  meet- 
ing consisting  of  present  FINCOM  members  and 
past  chairmen  of  the  Acton  FINCOM.  The  current 
Finance  Committee  then  held  another  meeting  for  1/ 
2  day  where  we  formulated  the  following  FINCOM 
Mission,  Roles  and  Responsibilities  Statement: 

"The  Mission  of  the  Acton  Finance  Committee  is  to  carry 
out  the  duties  listed  in  the  Town  by-laws.  Section  B-3  and 
B-4  to  include: 

•  Holding  and  annual  Budget  Hearing 


•  Make  recommendations  to  the  Town  Meeting 

•  Prepare  long  range  fiscal  plans 

•  Consider  any  and  all  municipal  questions 

In  OTder  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  these  duties, 
the  FINCOM  wiU: 

•  Take  a  leadership  role  in  all  Coordinated  Finan- 
cial Planning 

•  Formulate  the  top  level  down  Town  and  School 
consolidated  budget  emphasizing  consistency 
and  clarity 

•  Watch/Oversee/Monitor  Town  and  School  ex- 
penses and  participate  in  all  relevant  special  and 
on-going  boards  and  committees 

•  Promote  the  input  of  new  ideas  leading  to  sound 
fiscal  solutions" 

The  Finance  Committee  thanks  the  major  Boards  in  the 
Schools  and  Town  together  with  their  staff  for  providing  the 
information  requested  and  for  their  cooperation  throughout  the 
year. 

Mark  Allan 
Paul  Kohout 
Joe  Peters 

Camille  Chevez-Gabbrielli 
Tom  Mackey 
Sandy  Sanford 
Dr.  Mary  Donald 
Charles  Ohnstead 
ArtHarrigan 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


As  I  begin  this  report  I  cannot  help  but  reflect  not  only  on 
tbe  past  year  but  also  on  many  preceding  years  as  this  department 
begins  the  celebration  of  one  hundred  years  of  dedicated  service 
to  the  Town.  My  thoughts  center  primarily  on  the  personnel  who 
have  deUvered  this  service  over  the  years,  whether  they  be  paid 
career  firefighters,  call  firefighters,  or  volunteer  firefighters.  The 
underlying  fiber  and  success  of  this  organization  lies  in  all  the 
individuals  who  have  performed  in  an  outstanding  manner  in  all 
types  of  emergency  situations;  their  dedication  and  performance 
have  been  exemplary. 

More  specifically,  I  would  compliment  the  personnel  who 
comprise  this  department  at  present;  their  efforts  and  cooperation 
during  the  past  year  have  been  outstanding.  This  has  been 
especially  beneficial  to  myself  after  being  named  to  the  perma- 
nent position  of  Fire  Chief  in  August  1992.  It  is  my  pleasure, 
therefore,  to  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Fire  Chief. 

During  the  year  1992  the  Acton  Fire  Department  continued 
to  provide  a  full  service  emergency  defense  system  for  the  Town. 
By  full  service  emergency  defense  system,  I  am  referring  to 
services  of  fire  suppression,  rescue,  emergency  medical  services, 
fire  prevention  and  fire  alarm.  The  department  remained  very 
active  during  the  year  with  over  3,000  responses/activities, 
which  are  detailed  in  the  statistics  at  the  end  of  this  repent. 
Fortunately  for  the  Town  and  this  department,  there  were  few 
major  fires  or  incidents  and,  more  importantly,  there  were  no 
major  fires  or  incidents  and,  more  importantly,  there  were  no 
major  injuries  or  fatalities  as  the  result  of  fire  incidents. 

Arson  fires,  which  are  rare  in  the  Town,  occurred  on  three 
different  occasions  during  the  past  year.  In  all  cases  the  fires  were 
quickly  detected  and  extinguished  with  minimal  damage  to  the 
structures.  In  one  particular  case  a  fire  set  in  the  Acton 
Boxborough  High  School  corridor  on  Christmas  night  was 
quickly  detected  by  the  building  fire  alarm  system.  On-duty 
personnel  were  able  to  quickly  respond,  locate  and  extinguish  the 
fire  and  minimize  property  damage.  In  two  cases,  the  individuals 
responsible  for  these  arsons  were  apprehended  and  criminally 
charged  by  the  Acton  Police  Department 

In  addition  to  our  own  responses,  the  department  continued 
to  provide  mutual  aid  assistance  to  surrounding  communities  on 
many  occasions  during  the  year.  The  two  most  significant  inci- 
dents were  our  involvement  at  a  storage  building  fire  in  the  Town 
of  Harvard  and  at  a  multiple  alarm  fire  at  the  High  School  in  the 
Town  of  Maynard.  Both  of  these  fires  required  the  response  of 
several  pieces  of  our  apparatus  and  extended  q)erations  at  the 
scene. 


Emergency  Medical  Services 

Our  Emergency  Medical  Services  continued  as  a  major 
portion  of  this  department's  activities  during  the  course  of  the 
year.  The  department  has  become  highly  recognized  for  profi- 
ciency and  professionalism  in  this  area  of  expertise.  This  accom- 
plishment would  not  be  possible  without  the  efforts  of  the  E.M.S. 
CoOTdinator,  Kevin  Lyons,  and  Assistant  E.M,S.  Coordinator, 
Robert  Wetherbee. 

A  great  deal  of  both  in-service  and  outside  training  is 
required  to  maintain  proficiency  in  Emergency  Medical  Services 
skills.  Much  of  the  E.M.S .  Training  is  geared  toward  treatment  of 
trauma  patients  such  as  victims  of  motor  vehicle  accidents. 
However,  a  great  deal  of  in-service  training  is  also  devoted  to 
more  generalized  emergency  medical  training  and  recertification 
of  our  personnel  relative  to  their  EMT  and/or  First  Responder 
status,  operation  of  the  semi-automatic  defibrillator  and  C.P.R. 

Also,  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  our  success  in  this  particular 
area  is  due  to  our  interaction  with  the  excellent  paramedic  service 
of  Emerson  Hospital  and  the  assistance  of  the  Emergency  Medi- 
cal HeUcopter  crews,  which  supplement  this  service. 

Fire  Prevention 

A  pricaity  for  the  department  during  the  past  year  was  to 
expand  our  efforts  in  the  area  of  fire  prevention;  especially  in  the 
area  of  public  education.  Our  public  education  efforts  are  now 
under  the  direction  of  Firefighter  William  Klauer,  with  many 
other  firefighters  assisting  in  various  aspect  of  this  project.  A 
maj(»-  goal  is  to  be  able  to  assist  and  provide  public  education  for 
fire  safety  training  to  many  of  our  youngsters  in  the  school 
system. 

Due  to  the  efforts  on  a  voluntary  basis  of  many  of  our 
personnel,  another  successful  Open  House  was  conducted  in 
October.  Also  during  the  same  month  several  smaller  scale  public 
education  programs  were  conducted  by  volunteer  personnel  at 
the  Children's  Discovery  Museum,  Gould's  Plaza  and 
Powdermill  Plaza,  as  well  as  several  independent  classroom 
presentations.  Firefighter  Robert  Vanderhoof  organized  several 
of  these  programs,  as  well  as  instructed  at  the  annual  baby-sitter 
course  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Acton  Police. 

Fire  Alarm 

Our  municipal  Fire  Alarm  system  is  well  maintained  by  Lt. 
Gewge  Williams,  Fire  Alarm  Superintendent;  Firefighter  Robert 
Wetherbee,  and  Firefighter  Joseph  Conquest.  The  entire  system 
continues  to  be  checked  on  a  quarterly  basis  by  on-duty  person- 
nel. 
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I upon  an  equipment  failure  creating  an  emergency  situa- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  replace  a  35-year  old  fire  alarm  control 
panel  at  S  tation  2  in  South  Acton.  Replacement  was  warranted  as 
we  were  unable  to  repair  the  existing  panel.  In  addition,  an 
equally  aged  air  compressor  used  for  the  station  air  horn  failed 
and  had  to  be  replaced  at  Fire  Headquarters  in  West  Acton.  There 
are  many  other  components  of  our  fire  alann  system  of  similar 
vintage.  For  that  reason  capital  funds  have  been  requested  to 
replace  those  components  prior  to  a  failure  which  could  present 
a  very  serious  emergency  condition. 

Apparatus  and  Equipment 

Our  apparatus  continues  to  be  maintained  in  good  working 
condition  both  by  on-duty  personnel  and  the  Acton  Highway 
Department.  The  only  vehicle  replaced  during  1992  was  a  1985 
command  vehicle;  and  after  extensive  wwk,  our  brush  truck  was 
returned  to  service  in  the  late  fall  of  1992. 1  have  requested  once 
again  to  replace  the  aerial  ladder  truck  which  is  now  27  years  old. 

Education  and  Training 

It  was  most  gratifying  to  see  the  amount  of  training  that  was 
accomplished  by  our  personnel  during  the  year.  Our  training  has 
been  diverse  and  ranged  frcwn  routine  in-service  training  coordi- 
nated by  Firefighter  David  Soar  to  more  speciaUzed  training  on 
new  techniques  such  as  a  rapid  intervention  system  for  extrica- 
tion and  care  of  victims  of  automobile  accidents.  Several  of  our 
personnel  have  attended  other  specialized  coiu"ses  relative  to 
dispatch  procedures,  juvenile  firesetter  counseUng,  fire  investi- 
gation and  hazardous  materials.  We  were  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
utilize  a  donated  vacant  structure  on  Breezy  Point  Road  fcx 
extensive  search  and  rescue  training,  as  well  as  for  live  fire 
training.  We  have  also  begun  familiarization  of  all  personnel  with 
a  nationally  developed  Incident  Command  System  which  will  be 
instituted  in  1993.  In  addition  to  required  departmental  training, 
many  of  our  personnel  on  their  own  continue  to  pursue  academic 
degrees  in  the  field  of  fire  science. 

Personnel 

During  the  course  of  the  year  one  career  firefighter  retired 
and  two  were  hired.  Firefighter  David  Nichols  retired  after  26 
years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  town.  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  Firefighter  Nichols  for  so  many  years  of 
service  to  the  Acton  Fire  Deparonent  and  wish  him  well  in  his 
future  endeavors.  FF/EMT  Richard  Sullivan  was  hired  to  fill  a 
long  standing  vacancy  on  the  department,  and  FF/EMT  Kenneth 
Ineson  was  hired  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  retirement  of 
Firefighter  Nichols. 


Summary 

In  closing,  I  have  only  been  able  to  highlight  certain 
functions  and  activities  and  to  mention  a  few  of  the  personnel 
involved  in  various  function  areas  and  activities.  However,  it 
should  be  recognized  that  all  of  our  personnel  contributed  in  a 
professional  manner  to  our  success  of  the  past  year.  They  con- 
tinue on  a  routine  basis  to  complete  many  specific  departmental 
projects  while  on-duty  as  their  time  allows.  These  efforts  are 
greatly  appreciated  by  myself. 

In  addition  to  the  departmental  activities  mentioned,  I 
would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  congratulate  the  firefighters  on  their 
outstanding  efforts  and  community  service  with  the  Annual  Toy 
Drive.  This  appeared  to  be  the  largest  toy  drive  to  date  and,  due 
to  overwhelming  community  support,  appeared  to  continue  well 
after  the  scheduled  distribution  dates.  I  know  that  those  families 
that  benefited  from  this  jwoject  were  very  grateful  and  apprecia- 
tive. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  other  Town  departments, 
officials  and  committees  for  their  support  and  assistance.  I  would 
especially  like  to  thank  the  Civil  Defense  AuxiUary  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  their  continued  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

Robert  C.  Craig 
Fire  Chief  , 

ACTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL  STATISTICS 
1992 


Fires  extinguished: 

Brush  fires  34 

Chimney  fires  6 

Rammable  liquid/gas  fires  5 

Motor  vehicle  fires  19 

Other  fires  2 

Personal  property  2 

Refuse  Fires  4 

Structure  fires  17 

Unauthorized  burning  9 

Hazardous  conditions: 

Electrical  Problem  19 

Excessive  heat  7 

Food  on  stove  33 

Rammable  spills  19 

Gas  leaks  7 

Hazardous  material  4 

Hazardous  condition  14 

Honest  mistakes  21 

Investigation  only  50 

Power  lines  down  24 

Smoke  or  odor  52 

Water  related  31 
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Emergencies: 

State  compliance,  failed 

57 

Assist  Police 

2 

Unsafe  condition 

14 

Medical  emergencies 

565 

Medical  out  of  town 

35 

Total  incidents 

3,063 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

133 

Mutual  aid 

28 

Permits  issued: 

Water  rescues 

3 

Blasting 

19 

Bonfire 

1 

Alarms: 

Agricultural  burning 

5 

Accidental  alarms 

87 

Fire  alarm  installation 

1 

False  alarms 

28 

Flammable  liquid 

2 

Malfunctions 

195 

Liquid  propane 

21 

Other  Alarms 

7 

Mobile  storage  tanks 

45 

Systems  serviced 

684 

Model  rocket 

1 

Open  burning 

917 

Special  Service: 

Oil  burner/storage 

145 

Lock  outs 

36 

Powder 

3 

Other  service 

30 

Sprinkler  installation 

1 

State  compliance 

535 

Inspections: 

Tank  removal 

81 

Detection  &  alarm 

48 

Underground  tank  inst. 

3 

Oil  burner/tank 

79 

Occupancy  inspections 

85 

Total  permits 

1,780 

Safety  equipment 

33 

State  compliance,  passed 

535 

FORT  DEVENS  TASK  FORCE 


GOODNOW  FUND 


The  Fort  Devens  Task  Force  was  established  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  in  June  of  1992  to  monitor  all  re-use  proposals  for 
Fort  Devens,  including  the  proposal  for  a  second  major  airpat. 
Task  Force  members  have  been  attending  the  meetings  of  the 
many  boards  and  committees  that  are  dealing  with  Fort  Devens 
re-use  and  airport  issues. 

The  Task  Force  is  charged  with  keeping  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  informed  of  all  developments  at  Fort  Devens,  but 
members  are  also  available  to  answer  questions  from  Town 
residents  and  encourage  anyone  that  is  interested  to  attend  the 
Task  Force  Meetings. 

Carol  Place,  Chair 

Mark  Donohoe,  Vice-Chair 

John  Ekberg 

Dave  Lunger 

George  Neagle 

Alfred  Rudolph 

Marilyn  Wolfson 


The  Goodnow  Will  specifies  for  the  perpetual  care  pay- 
ment made  to  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  the  balance  of  the 
interest  earned  from  the  fund  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


Investment 


$3,000.00 


Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Interest  Received 

Town  of  Acton  for  Perpetual  Care  of  Goodnow 
Lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Treasurer  of  Acton  Congregational  Church 

Mabel  A.  Grekula 
Shirley  Towle 
Frances  Moretti 
Trustees 


219.10 

20.00 
199.10 
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IHANSCOM  FIELD  AI 
The  HFAC  consists  of  16  voting  members;  10  represent  6 
local  towns,  4  represent  local  civic  organizations,  and  the  remain- 
ing 6  represent  businesses  that  use  Hanscom  Field,  MAS  SPORT 
and  the  U.S.  Air  Force  attend  every  meeting,  however  they  have 
no  voting  rights.  This  report  is  a  summary  of  those  issues  that 
impact  Acton.  For  more  detailed  information,  minutes  of  each 
meeting  are  on  file  at  the  Acton  Library. 

I  The  subject  of  airport  generated  noise  is  still  the  majw 
;  topic  of  interest.  The  level  of  noise  as  reported  by  MAS  SPORT 
has  slowly  but  consistently  increased  over  the  past  twelve 
months.  Although  the  number  of  private  plane  flights  has  de- 
creased, the  number  of  military  flights  has  increased.  Since  the 
military  planes  are  noisier,  they  are  the  primary  reason  for  the 
noise  increase.  None  of  these  aircraft  are  based  at  Hanscom.  They 
are  all  transient,  such  as  Medivac  and  must  use  Hanscom  Field 
now  that  several  regional  military  bases  have  been  closed. 

The  increase  in  noise  levels  which  was  detected  several 
years  ago  was  the  reason  that  MASSPORT  initiated  the  Part  150 
study  in  January  1990. 


slORY  COMMISSION 

LexingtOT).  Lack  of  noise  data  from  the  Part  150  Study  has  put 
the  update  of  the  Hanscom  Field  Generic  Environmental  Impact 
Report  (GEIR)  on  hold.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect  both  of  these 
reports  to  be  completed  in  1993. 

Massachusetts  through  the  Massachusetts  Aeronautics 
Commission  has  continued  it's  interest  in  meeting  the  future 
needs  of  the  state  for  intercity  transportation.  Earlier  this  year  this 
took  the  form  of  a  search  for  a  potential  second  airport  to  support 
Logan.  This  study  ended  with  the  conclusion  that  either  the  Ft. 
Devon  Site  or  one  in  Winchendon  could  meet  the  requirements 
established  during  the  study.  Further  study  is  necessary  to  deter- 
mine the  accuracy  of  the  "Logan  Air  Traffic"  projections  and  to 
factor  into  the  study  other  means  of  transportation,  both  air  and 
ground.  This  new  study  is  called  the  S  tralegic  Assessment  Report 
(SAR).  The  SAR  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  April,  1993.  A 
copy  of  the  Project  Notebook,  on  file  at  the  Acton  Library, 
contains  a  schedule  of  future  meetings  that  are  open  to  the  public. 
A  regional  study  involving  the  six  New  England  States  is  also  in 
progress  under  the  title  "The  Intermodal  Study." 


Completion  of  the  study  has  been  hampered  because  the  Ken  Klenuner,  Acton  Representative 

original  contractor  withdrew  in  1991  and  MASSPORT  did  not  Fran  A.  Maclntyre,  Alternate 

select  a  replacement  (Harris,  Miller,  Miller,  and  Hanson)  until 
early  this  year.  Progress,  at  the  moment,  is  at  a  standstill  pending 
resolution  of  several  non-technical  issues  between  MASSPORT 
and  the  four  abutting  towns  (Lincoln,  Concord,  Bedford,  and 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


The  Highway  Department  reconstructed  several  sidewalks 
this  year.  The  locations  are:  a  sidewalk  of  hot  top  on  Charter 
Road,  also  on  Mass.  Avenue  from  Rte.  27  to  West  Square,  a 
concrete  sidewalk  on  Central  Street  by  Willow  Street,  a  concrete 
sidewalk  on  Windsor  Avenue,  and  15(X3  feet  of  berm  and  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Main  Street  at  Taylor  Road.  We  installed  new 
parking  lots  for  Conservation  at  Main  Street  Conservation  Land 
and  one  on  Taylor  Road.  We  repaired  berm  around  Town  and 
painted  all  crosswalks,  fog  lines  and  center  lines. 

DRAINAGE 

The  Highway  Department  installed  a  new  culvert  on  Tay- 
l(x  Road  at  Barker  Road,  two  new  basins  on  Concord  Road  and 
a  6"  subdrain  on  Cowdrey  Lane.  We  also  replaced  100  feet  of  12" 
pipe  on  Parker  Street  at  the  Maynard  Line.  Two  catchbasins  and 
a  new  leaching  field  were  installed  on  Old  Colony  Lane. 

SNOW 

Snow  fence  was  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street 
and  Hayward  Road  and  Wetherbee  Street  and  Route  2.  Sand 
Barrels  were  cleaned  and  placed  around  town.  There  were  a  total 
of  27  sandings  and  5  plowable  storms  for  a  total  of  approximately 
28  inches  of  snow  for  the  winter  season.  Salt  and  sand  is  available 
at  the  Town  yard,  D.P.W.  Building,  on  Fwest  Road,  for  all 
Town's  people.  All  of  the  plows  were  sandblasted  and  painted. 

TRANSFER  STATION 
The  Transfer  Station  is  transporting  10,000  tons  of  trash 
per  year  to  NESWC.  The  Highway  Department  continued  the 
leaf  recycling  program  and  the  Christmas  Tree  RecycUng  Pro- 
gram. This  year  about  1 ,500  tons  were  collected,  saving  the  Town 
money  on  the  tipping  fees.  The  town  signed  a  contract  with  BFT 
to  haul  all  of  our  recyclables  from  the  recycling  center.  This 
program  is  working  very  well. 


EQUIPMENT 
The  Highway  Department  received  a  sweeper,  a 
catcbbasin  truck,  and  a  loader  fOT  the  Transfer  Station.  They  were 
all  very  much  ^preciated! 

ROADS 

All  drainage  structures  were  raised  to  meet  new  road 
grades,  stones  were  dug  out  and  roads  were  crackfilled.  Approxi- 
mately 6,5(X)  tons  of  hot  top  was  laid  on  the  following  roads: 
1,600'  on  Taylor  Road,  3000'  on  Liberty  Sffeet,  600'  on  Laurel 
Court,  700'  on  Lilac  Court,  1,200'  on  Sudbury  Road,  2,700'  on 
Faulkner  HUl  Road,  1,200'  on  Whittier  Drive  and  800'  on 
Bromfield  Road.  These  roads  were  done  through  a  special  budget 
provided  by  the  Governor. 

The  regular  state  program.  Chapter  90,  (100%  reimburse- 
ment) was  done  on  the  following  roads:  2,6(X)'  on  Central  Su^eet, 
2,700'  on  Kinsley  Road,  1,200'  on  Mallard  Road,  2,400'  on 
Hanunond  Road,  1,5(X)'  on  Parker  Street,  900'  on  Arborwood 
Road,  3,100'  on  Old  Village  Road  and  800'  on  Minuteman  Road 
for  a  total  tonnage  of  5,9()0  tons  of  hot  top. 

There  was  no  oiling  done  this  year.  All  roads  were  swept 
and  all  catchbasins  were  cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  assistant,  Dave  Brown  and  my 
secretary  Elaine  Law  son  fcM-  their  help.  Also  my  thanks  to  the  men 
on  the  Highway  Department  for  an  excellent  job  done.  I  would 
also  like  to  thaiJc  all  other  Departments  for  their  cooperation  and 
help  throughout  the  year. 

Richard  Howe 
Highway  Superintendent 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 


On  June  22,  1992,  Acton's  three  local  Historic  Districts 
officially  began  operation.  They  are  located  in  Acton  Center  and 
South  and  West  Acton  Villages.  As  one  of  its  first  tasks,  the 
Historic  District  Commission  mailed  district  m^s,  drawn  on  the 
town  computer  by  Town  Planner  Roland  B  artl,  and  informational 
brochures  (with  graphic  design  generously  donated  by  Suzanne 
Peterman  of  Top  Dog  Designs,)  to  all  property  owners  in  the 
districts,  as  well  as  to  Acton  area  realtors.  Additional  maps  and 
brochures  can  be  obtained  at  any  time  through  the  Conunission, 
and  a  general  information  packet  is  available  at  the  Town  Clerk' s 
Office. 

The  Historic  District  Commission  is  charged  with  jwotect- 
ing  the  historic  character  of  the  districts  through  its  design  review 
of  proposed  exterior  changes  to  properties  located  there,  and 
issues  certificates  for  changes  that  will  be  compatible  with  the 
architecture  of  the  three  village  centers.  From  June  through 
December  we  received  seventeen  ^plications  for  certificates. 
Six  Certificates  of  Appropriateness  and  six  Certificates  of  Non- 
Applicability  were  issued. 

During  our  first  six  months  of  operation  the  Commission 
also  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  other  town  boards  and 
departments,  and  wwked  closely  with  six  graduate  students  from 
the  Boston  University  Preservation  Studies  Program,  who  wrote 
a  report  and  public  pamphlet  on  strategies  for  preserving  villages, 
archaeological  sites  and  archives  in  Acton,  Groton,  and  Stow. 
The  Commission  plans  to  put  the  B  .U.  study  to  use  as  a  resource 


in  preparing  official  design  guidelines  for  Acton's  Historic 
Districts,  which  is  one  of  our  majcx*  goals  for  1993. 

In  November,  three  Commission  members  took  part  in  the 
annual  Local  Leadership  Conference  sponscwed  by  Historic 
Massachusetts  and  the  Massachusetts  and  Concord  Historical 
Commissions.  The  conference  focused  on  the  impact  of  federal 
and  state  regulations  on  historic  areas  and  properties. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Selectmen,  Town  Manager,  Assis- 
tant Town  Manager  and  Planning  Department  Staff  for  actions 
they  took  to  make  it  possible  for  the  commission  to  function 
smoothly,  as  well  as  for  their  expert  advice  on  setting  up  our 
procedures  and  organization.  A  special  thank  you  is  also  due  to 
the  staff  of  the  Town  Clerk's  Office,  who  processed  requests, 
handled  paper  work,  and  fielded  phone  calls  with  unfailing  good 
nature  during  a  start-up  period  when  all  of  us — Commission 
members,  town  staff,  and  the  pubUc  alike — were  getting  used  to 
the  presence  of  Historic  Districts  in  Acton. 

Anne  Forbes,  Chair 
Wesley  Mowry,  Vice-Chair 
Joan  Gates,  Secretary 
Christopher  Dallmus 
Michaela  Moran 
Sandra  Schmidt 
Thomas  Peterman(altemate) 


X 


"Albert  R.  and  Mabel  G.  Jenks  Library" 

by  Edna  Story 
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HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


Nineteen  ninety-two  was  a  busy  year  for  the  Acton  Histori- 
bal  Commission.  We  responded  to  a  number  of  inquiries  regard- 
ing [)ersons  and  properties  in  Acton's  History.  We  also  made  site 
inspections  of  buildings  to  answer  questions  and  advise  about 
changes. 

We  received  requests  for  demolition  permits  and  held 
bearings  on  the  following  properties. 

Number  65  Great  Road,  a  building  known  as  the 
Wetherbee  Tavern  (1802).  Permission  was  granted  to  remove  a 
rear  ell  and  portico,  both  later  additions.  The  main  structure  is  to 
be  restored. 

Number  45-47  Stow  Street,  better  known  as  the  Moses 
Hayward  House  and  the  site  of  a  stop  on  the  underground  railroad 
of  the  1860's.  Reluctantly,  we  voted  to  allow  demolition  due  to 
the  deteriorating  condition  of  the  house. 


HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


Number  103  Great  Road,  known  as  the  Daniel  Wetherbee 
House,  Permission  for  demolition  was  denied  as  this  building  is 
currently  structurally  sound  and  histoically  and  architecturally 
significant  to  Acton. 

Members  of  the  Conmiission  have  continued  to  research 
and  photograph  properties  throughout  the  town.  We  have  re- 
viewed site  plans  for  a  number  of  proposed  subdivisions  and 
have  collaborated  with  other  Acton  Boards  regarding  planning 
and  common  concerns,  esi)ecially  related  to  the  preservation  of 
local  artifacts. 

We  shall  miss  the  volunteer  services  of  Francis  Domurat 
and  Lawrence  Story,  both  of  whom  resigned  from  the  Acton 
Historical  Commission.  Their  expertise  in  architecture  and 
cartography  were  invaluable. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chair 
Francis  Domurat 
William  Klauer 
Virginia  Milbery 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr. 
Lawrence  Story 


The  Acton  Housing  Authority  has  provided  housing  Assis- 
tance to  over  259  households  during  the  year.  While  this  figure 
is  less  than  last  year,  it  should  be  noted  that  it  does  not  reflect  the 
actual  need  but  is  the  result  of  the  State  Legislature's  mandate  to 
the  Executive  Offices  of  Communities  and  Development  to 
institute  program  changes  while  continuing  to  freeze  the  Rental 
Subsidy  Certificates. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  suc- 
cessfully balanced  our  reduced  c^rating  budget  while  maintain- 
ing our  commitment  to  provide  proactive  services  and  programs 
which  assisted  clients  in  breaking  the  cycle  of  poverty.  The 
Authority's  ability  to  continue  these  successful  programs  and 
services  was  due  to  the  generous  fmancial  support  from  the 
ccxnmunity  at  large.  Without  the  donations  received  from  the 
Acton/Boxboro  Junior  Women's  Qub,  Digital  Equipment  Cw- 
poration,  NEC  Technologies,  Middlesex  Savings  Bank,  Rotary 
Club,  Lions  Qub,  Acton/Boxboro  Girl  Scout  Troops,  Acton/ 
Boxboro  Boy  Scout  Troops,  Acton  Children's  Museum,  Church 
Organizations,  Jenks  Fund  (administered  by  the  Selectmen), 
Acton/Boxboro  Community  Education,  Acton/Boxboro  High 
School  Students,  Concord  Assabet  Adolescent  Services,  Con- 
COTd  Family  Service,  Beacon  Santa,  White  Fund,  Friends  of  the 
Visiting  Nurses,  Acton/Boxboro  High  School  Administration 
and  many  individual  contributors,  the  successful  programs/so*- 
vices  could  not  have  been  offered.  Those  services  and  programs 
consist  of  Acton/Boxboro  Community  Education  Classes, 
Acton/Boxboro  High  School  Summer  School  scholarships, 
Acton/Boxboro  pool  memberships,  summer  camperships,  ca- 
reer/educational counseling,  a  parent  aide/mentor  program, 
single  parent/parenting  program,  a  ten  week  workshop  for  em- 
powering women,  holiday  gift  boxes,  turkeys,  coupons  and  gifts 
of  money.  The  Acton  Visiting  Nurses,  EUot  Human  Services  and 
the  Department  of  Mental  Health  continued  to  assist  the  staff  by 
providing  consultation  services  and  assisting  with  appropriate 
intervention  for  our  clients. 


New  during  the  year  was  the  implementation  of  a  Family 
Self  Sufficiency  Program  overseen  by  a  sixteen  member  Coordi- 
nating Committee  who  represent  area  community  agencies  and 
support  services.  The  conmiittee  meets  monthly  with  the  AHA's 
staff  to  assist  in  developing  and  implementing  individual  case 
plans  designed  to  enable  the  FSS  Program  participants  to  achieve 
self-discipline,  self-esteem,  self-motivation,  and  independence 
within  five  years. 

The  Board  and  staff  look  to  1 993  to  expand  our  Family  Self 
Sufficiency  Program  and  to  devote  additional  energies  to  further 
develop  services  and  programs  which  will  focus  specifically  on 
empowering  those  individuals  served  by  the  ActCMi  Housing 
Authority. 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
Betty  McManus 
Executive  Director 
Barbara  Yates,  Chair 
Jean  Schoch,  Vice-Chair 
Barbara  Willson,  Secretary* 
Peter  Berry,  Treasurer 
Joseph  Mercurio,  Member 

FAMILY  SELF  SUFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 

Fran  Souza,  Case  Manager 
Doli  Atamian  Gayle  Lindquist 

Kathy  Bowen  Beverly  Lydiard 

Martha  Childs  Betty  McManus 

Maureen  Duffy  Brenda  Mleziva 

Ginny  Harris  Kent  Moorehead 

Carol  Lake  Bill  Ryan 

Faith  LeBaron  Lucy  Saia 

*Govemor  Appointee 
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INVESTMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


A  Common  Trust  Fund  was  established  for  the  Town  of 
Acton  in  1980  which  today  contains  fifty  different  funds  varying 
in  size  from  approximately  $1,100  to  $400,000.  Twenty-six  of 
these  are  Cemetery  Funds,  four  are  charity  funds,  thirteen  are 
library  funds,  six  are  general  funds  which  serve  a  variety  of 
purposes,  and  the  fiftieth  is  the  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund  for 


which  part  of  the  income  provides  for  the  Goodnow  Family 
Cemetery  Lot  and  the  remainder  is  distributed  to  the  Acton 
Congregational  Church.  The  book  value  of  these  funds  at  the  end 
of  June,  1992  amounted  to  $1,884,894.80,  and  a  breakdown  of! 
this  sum  by  groups  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  TRUST  FUNDS 


Income  And  Capital  Gains 

Book  Value  06/30/92 

Received  07/01/91-06/30/92 

CEMETERY  FUNDS 

Old  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

$330,636.94 

17.54% 

$23,223.28 

New  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

$394,619.19 

20.94 

22,660.07 

Total  Perpetual  Care 

$725,256.13 

38.48% 

$45,883.35 

Hosmer  Fund 

(for  Woodlawn  Cemetery) 

$228,600.68 

12.13% 

$15,817.39 

•iwiuwo  1.  cu-iuiy  M.  tuiu 

(for  Mt  Hope  Cemetery) 

$248,417.38 

13.18% 

$17,198.70 

Other  Cemetery  Funds 

257,380.20 

13.65% 

16,991.52 

Total  Cemetery  Funds 

$1,459,654.39 

77.44% 

$95,890.96 

CHARITY  FUNDS 

$189,107.73 

10.03% 

$13,211.38 

LIBRARY  FUNDS 

85,029.41 

4.51 

5,907.99 

GENERAL  FUNDS 

147,884.17 

7.85 

9,415.01 

CHARLOTTE  L.  GOODNOW  FUND 

3,219.10 

0.17 

219.10 

TOTAL  OF  FUNDS 

$1,884,894.80 

100.00% 

$124,644.44 

Bank  of  Boston  is  the  custodian  for  this  Ccxnmon  Trust 
Fund  and  keeps  the  records  of  the  trust  participants.  Franklin 
Management  Corpomdon  acts  as  the  investment  manager,  and  all 
purchases  and  sales  of  securities  are  made  in  consultation  with 
the  Acton  Town  Treasurer  and  the  Investment  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. 

The  fiscal  year  ending  on  June  30th  was  a  period  of  great 
political  and  economic  uncertainty,  nwmal  few  a  time  when 
security  markets  are  quite  unstable.  However,  the  year  ended 
with  modest  increases  in  common  stock  prices,  and  a  further 
decline  in  interest  rates,  the  latter  resulting  in  a  continued  rise  in 
the  prices  of  outstanding  high  quality  bonds  and  notes.  The 
conunon  trust  fund  of  the  Town,  being  fully  invested  in  high 


quality  securities,  underwent  very  few  changes  in  its  holdings, 
aiKl  as  a  result  net  capital  gains  of  only  $2,072.88  were  realized. 
This  brought  the  total  of  net  capital  gains  that  have  been  realized 
since  the  fund  was  first  organized  to  $218,755.28.  At  this  same 
time  the  market  value  of  the  securities  held  in  the  portfolio  had  a> 
reasonable  increase  in  value  with  the  result  that  the  unrealizedi 
capital  gains  in  the  trust  amounted  to  $247,163  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  figure  $73,511  higher  than  the  unreahzed  gains  in  the 
account  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  A  summary  report  of  the 
ccMiunon  trust  fund  as  of  June  30, 1992  is  given  in  the  following: 
table.  All  of  the  bonds  and  notes  that  are  held  are  U.S.  Treasury 
issues  and  obligations  of  the  U.S .  Government  Agencies,  with  thei 
longest  maturity  being  in  4  year  10  months. 


ca: 


TO' 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  COMMON  TRUST  FUND 


ONDS  AND  NOTES 
OMMON  STOCKS 
ASH  EQUIVALENT  ADJ 

TAL 


Cost 

$1,658,130  87.97% 
163,576  8.68% 
63,189  3.35% 


Market  Value 
June  30, 1992 

$1,763,844  82.73% 
305,025  14.31% 
63,189  2.96 


Unrealized 

Gain 
$105,714 
141,449 


$1,884,895  100.00% 


$2,132,058  100.00% 


$247,163 


GTE:  The  adjustment  in  the  Cash  Equivalent  figure  amounts  to  $1,263,  and  brings  the  account  of  the  investment  manager  in 
balance  with  the  fund  custodian,  adjusting  for  year-end  payments  that  were  not  recorded  on  the  boc^  of  the  investment  manager. 


Charles  F.  Putnam,  Chair 
Brewster  Conant 
Howel  T.  Evans 
James  L.  Greenbaum 
Allan  D.  GuUiver 

W.  Roy  Wetherby,  Director  of  Fmance 


LOWELL  REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY 


The  Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  (LRTA)  is  one  of 
fourteen  regional  authorities  established  within  the  Common- 
wealth in  1974  to  continue  and  improve  local  transit  services. 
Working  with  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging  and  the  TranspcMla- 
tion  Advisory  CcMiunittee,  the  LRTA  forms  the  basis  of  three 
local  transportation  services:  the  Road  Runner  Van,  the  Council 
on  Aging  Van  and  Amtrak  Ccxnmuter  Rail  Service. 

Service  to  town  residents  aged  60  years  and  older,  or  those 
who  are  handic^qjped  is  provided  by  two  van  services  operating 
five  days  a  week.  The  Road  Runner  and  the  COA  Van  provide 
curb-to-curb,  pick-up  service  in  Acton  and  surrounding  towns  on 
an  advanced  (24-hour)  reservation  basis.  Both  vans  can  accom- 
modate ambulatory,  as  well  as  wheelchair-bound  patrons. 

The  vans  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes  including 
shopping,  medical  appointments,  visits  to  the  CES  Day  Care 
Center,  Senior  Center  activities,  recreation,  or  visiting  friends 
and  relatives.  The  nominal  fare  schedule  is  40  cents  per  one-way 
trip  within  Acton,  80  cents  for  trips  to  Concord  or  Maynard,  and 
10  cents  to  the  Senior  Center  at  the  Acton  Baptist  Church.  Road 
Runner  service  may  be  arranged  by  calling  263-469 1  while  COA 
Van  information  is  available  at  264-9651. 

For  several  years,  the  Road  Runno^  was  the  sole  means  of 
transportation  available  through  the  Council  on  Aging.  With 
ridership  continuing  to  increase,  it  became  apparent  that  addi- 
tional facihties  would  be  required  to  maintain  adequate  service. 
In  February  of  1987,  service  was  expanded  by  initiation  of  the 
COA  Van.  This  new  service  resulted  from  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  LRTA,  which  supplied  the  van,  the  Council  on  Aging, 
which  provides  the  management  of  the  service,  and  financial 
subsidy  by  the  Town.  Operating  expenses  have  been  reduced 
further  through  the  cooperation  and  proficiency  of  the  Acton 
Highway  Department  which  has  maintained  the  COA  Van  at  an 
outstanding  level  of  availability. 


This  cooperative  effort  has  resulted  in  operating  costs 
lower  than  those  of  the  Road  Runner.  Ridership  on  the 
ccxnbined  services  was  almost  13000  in  Calendar  Year 
1992,  the  Road  Runner  providing  6003  trips,  while  the  COA 
Van  was  used  fw  6738  elderly  trips.  On  December  3 1 , 1992, 
the  aging  Road  Runner  Van  was  replaced  by  a  new  1992 
Dodge  Maxi  Van  equipped  with  a  fully  automatic  wheel- 
chair lift.  The  air  conditioned  vehicle  provides  seating  for  1 1 
passengers  with  four  wheelchair  placements.  The  new  van 
was  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Mobility 
Assistance  Program  (80%)  and  a  Federal  Transit  Adminis- 
tration (jrant  (20%)  resulting  in  no  cost  to  the  Town  of 
Acton. 

Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service,  also  falling  under  the 
aegis  of  the  LRTA,  offers  16  round-trips  per  weekday  to 
Boston  starting  6:26  AM,  nine  to  Fitchburg,  with  three 
continuing  on  to  Gardner.  Saturday  and  Sunday  schedules 
are  more  limited.  Schedules  can  be  obtained  at  the  Acton 
Memorial  Library  or  by  calling  1-800-392-6100.  Service  to 
Boston  terminates  at  North  Station  with  an  MBTA  rapid 
transit  station  directly  across  the  street  The  Fitchburg  run 
ends  at  Depot  Square  (at  the  junction  of  Rtes.  2A  and  12) 
where  Montachusetts  Regional  Transit  Authority  (MART) 
local  buses  connect  MART  information  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  1-617-722-3200.  Trains  depart  from  the  South 
Acton  Conunuter  Parking  Lot  located  on  Central  Street  just 
off  Main  Street.  The  fare  from  Acton  to  Boston  is  $3.50  one 
way,  children's  fare  is  $1.75,  with  reduced  rate  12  ride  and 
monthly  rates  available. 

Don  Herskovitz 

Associate  Member 

Transportation  Advisory  Committee 
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METROPOLITAN  AREA 
PLANNING  COUNCIL 

The  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC)  pro- 
vided staff  support  to  the  Minuteman  Advisory  Group  on 
Interlocal  Coordination  (MAGIC)  of  which  Acton  is  a  member. 
The  MAGIC  subregion  continued  to  p^omote  a  new  voluntary 
process  for  subregional  review  of  E)eveIopment  of  Regional 
Impact  (DRI)  which  was  implemented  in  1992;  to  work  on  land 
bank  legislation  supporting  a  local  option  bill  to  generate  rev- 
enues for  open  space  and  affordable  housing;  and  also  hosted  a 
regional  meeting  on  the  need  for  a  second  major  airport,  possibly 
to  be  located  in  this  immediate  area 

MAPC  staff  also  coordinated  the  review  of  the  1992 
TransT>ortation  Improvement  Program  (TIP);  facilitated  discus- 
sions and  public  input  on  the  amendments  to  the  state  implemen- 
tation plan  fcH"  air  quality;  attended  on  behalf  of  our  member 
communities;  all  Program  for  Mass  Transportation  (PMT)  meet- 
ings; continued  to  expand  the  Pavement  Management  Program: 
provided  population/age  forecasts;  subregional  and  conununity 
census  profiles;  census  data  analysis;  mapping  of  land  resource 
protection  area;  and  coordinated  review  and  input  to  the  Metro 
Plan  2000  process. 

(Dngoing  Metro  Plan  2000  activities  included  development 
and  adoption  of  the  transportation,  land  resources  and  housing 
elements  with  input  by  the  suteegions  and  poUcy  committees. 

Donald  R.  GUberti 


MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 


Acton  is  one  of  16  towns  in  an  area  stretching  fronUi 
Arlington  to  Harvard  that  receives  help  for  citizens  over  sixty 
from  Minuteman  Home  Care  (MHC).  The  private  nonprofit 
coqx)ration  is  directed  by  a  Board  of  28  members,  appointed  by< 
the  16  towns.  MHC  pays  for  the  services  it  provides  with  money 
from  Federal,  State  and  Town  governments,  donations  from 
individuals,  cmporations  and  foundaticHis  and  minimal  fees 
charged  on  a  sliding  scale. 

Each  town' s  local  share  assessment  is  based  on  the  numbw 
of  citizens  over  60.  MHC  services  provided  to  elders  in  Acton 
during  the  year  that  ended  June  30,  1992  totaled  $180,603. 
656  client  services  were  provided  as  follows 


Dollar 

Clients 

Amount 

Case  Management-Home  Care  Services 

50 

$111,122 

Respite 

2 

3,646 

Protective  Services 

6 

12,768 

Managed  Care  in  Housing 

0 

0 

Legal  Services 

17 

2,030 

Nursing  Home  Ombudsman 

200 

2,452 

Day  Care  Transportation 

2 

630 

Eating  Together  Program 

76 

13,063 

Home  Dehvered  Meals 

46 

19,595 

Infonnation  and  Referral 

94* 

2,770 

Senior  Aide  (Older  Worker 

1 

3,855 

Employment) 

Alzheimer's  Services 

4 

1,498 

Nursing  Home  Prescreening 

43 

5,983 

Independent  Living  Fund 

1 

191 

Volunteers 

114** 

1,000 

*  Calls 
**  Contacts 

MHC's  office  is  at  24  Third  avenue,  Burlington  and  can  be 
reached  at  263-8720. 

Cynthia  Sawyer 

Director  of  Aging  Infwmation 

Minuteman  Home  Care 
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MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 


The  Department  of  Municipal  Properties  discharges  (he 
bllowing  duties: 

1.  Maintenance,  management,  and  construction  of  all 
Town  Buildings,  except  those  controlled  by  the  School 
Department. 

2.  Maintenance  and  development  of  the  Town  Common, 
Parks,  Playgrounds,  Conservation  Land,  and  Town 
Forests. 

3.  Management  of  street  trees  as  provided  in  M.Gl. 
Chapter  87,  and  management  of  Public  Nuisances  re- 
lated to  Shade  Trees,  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Ch^ter 
132. 

4.  Mosquito  Control  as  provided  in  M.GJ^.  Chapters  40 
and  252. 

5.  Staff  support  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for 
groundwater  protection,  wetlands  enforcement,  and 
acquisition  and  management  of  conservation  areas. 

6.  Technical  expertise  as  needed  for  site  plan  and  subdivi- 
sion reviews  and  inspections. 

7.  Oversight  of  Cemetery  operations. 

8.  Administration  of  utility  budget 

ROADSroE  VEGETATION  MANAGEMENT 
This  year  80  dead  or  dangerous  street  trees  were  removed, 
)7  street  trees  were  safety  pruned,  30  street  trees  were  planted,  3 
Hazardous  trees  were  cabled,  and  52  tree  stumps  that  p-esented 
raffic  hazards  were  ground  out  below  grade.  The  Tree  Warden 
ipent  70  hours  inspecting  line  clearance  tree  trimming  woric 
)eing  performed  by  a  contractor  for  Boston  Edison  to  guarantee 
the  quality  of  work  being  done  on  Public  Shade  Trees. 

Approximately  40  miles  of  road  shoulder  were  mowed 
with  the  side  arm  mower,  and  many  other  areas  were  cut  using 
chain  saws.  All  intersections  were  checked  and  trimmed  back  as 
needed  to  alleviate  traffic  hazards.  Poison  ivy  growing  along 
aiq)roximately  six  miles  of  roadway  was  selectively  sprayed  with 
"  Weedone  170  to  control  this  public  nuisance. 

A  heavy,  wet  snow  on  December  12,  1992,  caused  a 
moderate  amount  of  damage  to  street  trees.  The  recent  Boston 
Edison  trimming  and  our  own  roadside  brush  cutting  operations 
mitigated  some  of  the  problems  with  blocked  roads  and  power 
outages  that  were  experienced  in  other  communities.  Most  of  the 
damage  to  public  trees  that  was  caused  by  this  storm  was  cleaned 
up  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  October  we  were  notified  that  Acton  had  been  awarded 
a  $9,675.00  tree  planting  grant  under  the  Mass  Releaf  Program, 
which  is  funded  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environ- 
mental Management,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture Forest  Service,  and  the  Small  Business  Administration. 
Acton  was  one  of  wily  43  communities  in  Massachusetts  to  be 


awarded  funding,  which  is  partof  President  Bush's  "America  the 
Beautiful"  Program.  The  fifty-seven  trees  funded  by  this  grant 
will  be  planted  in  various  public  locations  in  the  spring  of  1993. 

A  continuing  major  cause  of  street  tree  death  in  Acton  is 
Ash  Decline.  This  disease  is  believed  to  be  caused  by  myco- 
plasma like  organism,  or  M.L.O.,which  is  believed  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  a  leaf-hopper.  The  disease  is  always  fatal  when  it 
infects  drought-stressed  Ash  Trees  that  are  growing  in  associa- 
tion with  goldenrod,  asters,  and  other  grassy  weeds.  There  is  no 
control  strategy,  and  infected  trees  die  within  one  or  two  years  of 
when  the  symptoms  first  appear. 

Gypsy  moth  activity  continues  in  Western  Middlesex 
County,  and  State  officials  estimate  that  500  acres  were  defoli- 
ated in  Acton  in  June.  As  was  the  case  in  1991,  many  caterpillars 
died  due  to  Entomophaga  fungus  and  Polyhydrosis  virus,  but 
enough  survived  to  maturity  to  deposit  significant  numbers  of 
egg  masses.  Portions  of  Acton  will  be  subject  to  defoliation  in 
June  of  1993,  but  it  appears  that  the  biological  controls,  princi- 
pally {M'edators,  parasites,  and  diseases  that  have  been  introduced 
into  North  America,  are  acting  increasingly  to  limit  the  severity 
of  Gypsy  Moth  outbreaks.  No  town  wide  control  program  is 
contemplated,  but  landowners  might  want  to  consider  protecting 
high  value  plantings,  which  will  die  if  repeatedly  defoliated. 

All  subdivision  and  commercial  landscaping  plans  were 
reviewed  and  inspected  fcM"  compliance  with  local  landscaping 
regulations. 

In  1992  Acton  was  recertified  for  the  eighth  consecutive 
year  as  a  Tree  City  U.S .  A.  by  the  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation, 
in  recognition  of  our  urban  forestry  efforts.  Acton  also  was  one 
of  only  284  communities  in  the  United  States  to  achieve  the 
National  Arbw  Day  Foundation  "Growth  Award,"  which  was 
granted  in  recognition  of  our  tree  jM^otective  regulations,  wood 
chip  and  leaf  recycUng,  and  the  volunteer  efforts  of  the  'Triends 
of  the  Acton  Arboretum."  The  DirectOT  was  recognized  as  a 
Certified  ArbOTist  by  the  International  Society  of  Arboriculture, 
and  continues  to  serve  on  the  Northeast  Forest  Pest  Council  and 
the  Massachusetts  Urban  Forestry  Council. 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL 
The  mosquito  control  program  ran  from  late  May  until 
early  September.  The  entire  town  was  fogged  five  times  with 
Malathion,  each  ^plication  requiring  about  10  dry,  calm  nights 
to  complete.  The  larvicide  and  water  management  program, 
which  are  highly  effective  in  controlling  mosquitoes  at  the 
source,  were  eliminated  several  years  ago  due  to  budget  cut- 
backs. 
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The  Ui.V.  Fogger  dispenses  a  cloud  of  Malathion,  at  the 
rate  of  approximately  two  ounces  per  acre,  in  a  swath  300  feet 
wide.  The  cloud  can  remain  toxic  to  mosquitoes  from  1  to  12 
hours,  depending  upon  weather  conditions.  This  adulticiding 
technique  is  highly  effective  in  developed  areas.  In  addition  to 
it's  use  as  a  mosquito  adulticide,  malathion  is  a  commonly  used 
agricultural  pesticide,  registered  for  use  on  over  300  pests.  All 
fogger  operators  are  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts  Pesticide 
Bureau.  Residents  who  wish  to  exclude  their  property  from 
pesticide  applications  should  contact  this  office  by  May  1  so  that 
the  exclusion  areas  can  be  mapped  prior  to  the  program  start-up. 

Homeowners  can  augment  the  Town's  mosquito  control 
activities  in  the  following  ways: 

—  Cut  back  overgrown  shrubbery  near  your  house  that 
provide  shelter  and  "resting  areas"  for  mosquitoes. 

—  Drain  stagnant  puddles,  unused  swimming  pools,  and 
other  containers  that  provide  breeding  areas  for  mos- 
quitoes. 

—  Make  sure  that  mosquito  screens  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  screen  in  all  porches. 

—  Wear  light  colored  clothing  and  use  moderate 
amounts  of  repellent  when  outside  in  the  evening. 

—  Purchase  biological  larvicides  such  as  "Bactimos," 
and  apply  them  to  small  water  bodies  on  your  own 
property. 

—  Generally,  the  mosquito  population  is  highest  in  June, 
and  they  are  most  active  at  dawn  and  dusk;  schedule 
outside  events  accordingly. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE 
1992  turned  out  to  be  a  very  busy  year  for  building  projects, 
and  we  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  depressed  construction 
market  to  accomplish  many  impc»tant  tasks  in  an  economical 
fashion. 

The  heating  systems  at  the  South  Acton  Fire  Station,  the 
Police  Station,  and  the  Memorial  Library  were  rebuilt,  and  the 
underground  oil  tanks  at  the  Police  Station  and  MemcMial  Library 
were  removed  when  the  systems  were  converted  to  natural  gas. 
A  new,  more  efficient  gas  unit  heater  was  also  installed  at  the 
Public  Works  Facility. 

The  old  fire  station  at  1 8  Winsor  Avenue  was  repaired,  and 
is  now  in  use  as  a  food  pantry  under  the  aegis  of  the  Council  on 
Aging.  These  repairs  included  getting  the  heating  working  again, 
repairing  burst  pipes,  electrical  repairs,  emergency  lighting, 
rebuilding  the  fire  escape  and  chimney,  and  painting  the  exterior. 

The  roof  at  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  Service  building  was 
replaced. 

The  Town  Hall  Clock  has  been  restored  to  full  operation, 
and  now  chimes  quite  reliably  on  the  hour,  after  being  silent  for 
over  twenty  years.  The  Town  is  indebted  to  Florence  Rouillard 


Grandine,  Joseph  Grandine,  and  William  Klauer  for  their  sub- 
stantial donations  of  funding,  time,  and  technical  assistance  fon 
this  project 

Metal  Halide  floodlights  were  installed  on  the  Common  to 
illuminate  the  Issac  Davis  Monument. 

The  Town  Hall  was  repainted. 

The  "old  kitchen"  in  the  Citizen's  Library  was  renovated, 
and  a  second  coat  of  paint  begun  on  the  exterior  of  this  building. 

New  carpeting  or  tile  was  installed  at  the  Police  Station, 
Citizens'  Library,  Fire  Station  three.  Fire  Station  one,  and  the 
Public  Works  Facility. 

Backflow  prevention  devices,  as  mandated  by  the  Safe 
Ehinking  Water  Act,  were  installed  in  all  Town  buildings,  andi 
ajqjroved  by  the  Acton  Water  District. 

In  December,  1 99 1 ,  Boston  Edison  retro-fitted  many  of  the 
light  fixtures  at  Town  Hall  as  part  of  their  "Encore"  energy 
conservation  program.  After  one  year  of  operation,  itappears  that 
this  work  is  saving  approximately  fourteen  percent  of  our  electric 
consumption  in  this  building. 

In  January,  1992,  the  town  was  again  given  the  "Best 
Overall  Safety  Performance  Award"  by  Massachusetts  Interlocal 
Insurance  Administration  in  recognition  of  our  safety  record  and  j 
loss  control  effwts.  The  Director  of  Municipal  Properties  serves 
as  the  Safety  Committee  Chairman. 

LAND  MANAGEMENT 
The  25  acres  of  turf  maintained  by  this  department  were 
mowed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  the  growing  season,  were 
fertilized  and  limed  once,  and  aerated.  This  regimen  of  light 
fertilization,  weekly  mowing,  and  annual  aeration  is  the  absolute 
minimum  required  to  maintain  healthy  athletic  turf.  As  in  previ- 
ous years,  we  have  gratefully  accepted  donations  of  manpower, 
suppUes,  and  contracted  services  from  athletic  leagues  to  supple- 
ment the  maintenance  program.  All  fertiUzer  and  lime  ^plied 
was  either  deviated  by  the  leagues,  or  purchased  from  field  user 
fee  receipts. 

In  a  cooperative  effort  between  the  Town,  the  School 
Department,  the  Twilight  Softball  League,  and  Pop  Warner 
Football,  the  lighting  system  at  the  Ehn  Street  Field  was  exten- 
sively repaired. 

Over  1430  acres  of  conservation  land  and  town  forests  are 
managed  by  this  department  under  the  direction  of  the  Conserva- 
tion Administrate^',  Tom  Tidman,  who  is  also  responsible  for 
wedands  protection  enforcement  The  Department  performed 
routine  maintenance  tasks  on  the  conservation  lands,  such  as 
brush-hogging  open  wildlife  habitat  areas  at  Great  Hill,  Nagog 
Hill,  Stoneymeade,  and  Heath  Hen  Meadow,  and  spraying  poi- 
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son  ivy  along  the  hiking  trails.  A  great  deal  of  effort  is  put  into 
ideveloping  and  improving  public  access  to  the  conservation 
lands,  including  the  improvement  of  existing  trails,  the  installa- 
tion of  trail  markers  and  trail  bead  signs,  and  the  creation  of  new 
sections  of  connecting  trails.  As  part  of  this  access  improvement, 
a  roadway  was  installed  into  the  Stoneymeade  Area  to  allow 
better  access  to  the  public,  and  to  allow  access  by  maintenance 
and  Fire  Crews. 

This  department  worked  with  several  landowners  and 
developers  regarding  donations  of  land  to  be  used  for  conserva- 
tion purposes.  Although  no  actual  donations  were  accepted  in 
(J  1992,  the  preparations  have  been  made  to  accept  substantial 
III  donations  adjacent  to  the  Spring  Hill  Area,  Great  Hill  area,  and 
Fort  Pond  Greenbelt  in  1993. 


A  extensive  study  was  undertaken  by  this  Department  to 
investigate  the  best  means  of  eliminating  the  overgrowth  of 
Water  Chesmut  in  the  Ice  House  Pond.  Part  of  this  study  involved 
performing  140  test  p-obings  of  the  bottom,  and  taking  a  number 
of  silt  samples  to  evaluate  the  feasibility  dredging  the  pond. 
The  study  is  now  complete,  and  it  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Selectmen  in  early  1993. 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  an  increasing  numb^  of 
complaints  about  illegal  hunting  on  the  Town  Lands  of  Acton. 
Although  there  appears  to  be  a  high  population  of  White  Tail 
Deer  in  Acton,  the  Town  Lands  are  much  too  heavily  used  by  the 


public  to  allow  safe  hunting.  At  least  for  the  present,  hunting  is 
prohibited  on  all  town  owned  land  in  Acton. 

In  late  December  the  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan, 
1993-1998  was  reviewed  by  the  State,  and  was  given  preliminary 
aRiroval.  The  few  minor  changes  mandated  by  the  State  will  be 
ccxnpleted  by  March  1993.  This  document  will  serve  as  a  frame- 
work for  decision  making  about  our  open  space  for  the  next  five 
years. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  citizen  groups, 
especially  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Friends  of  the  Acton 
Arboretum,  and  various  scout  and  other  community  groups  that 
have  assisted  the  E>epartment  in  1992.  We  have  also  gotten  a  great 
deal  of  help  from  other  town  departments  and  individual  town 
residents.  As  always,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
hard  work  and  dedication  shown  by  the  department  staff: 
Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 
Tom  Tidman,  Conservation  Administrator 
Malcc^  MacGregor,  Jr.,  Grounds  Crew  Leader 
Dayle  MacGillivary,  Building  Maintenance  Crew  Leader 
David  Walsh,  Groundskeeper 
Arnold  Johnson,  Building  Maintenance 
James  Howells,  Building  Maintenance 
David  Bouchard,  Building  Maintenance 

Dean  A.  Charter 

Municipal  Properties  Director 


PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 


Planning  in  Acton  continued  to  be  a  focal  point  of  commu- 
nity interest  as  the  Town  worked  to  implement  the  goals  and 
objectives  of  the  Master  Plan  completed  and  accepted  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board  in  the  spring  of  1991 . 

The  professional  planning  staff  works  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  other  volunteer  Town  Boards  and  committees  by 
providing  them  with  assistance  and  guidance,  and  conducts  the 
day  to  day  business  of  the  Planning  Board.  In  1992  the  Planning 
Department  was  staffed  by  Town  Planner,  Roland  Bartl  and 
Donna  Jacobs,  who  serves  as  Assistant  Planner  and  Planning 
Board  Secretary.  The  planning  staffs  goal  is  to  function  as  a 
resourceful  municipal  planning  agency  dedicated  to  providing 
innovative  and  professional  planning  services.  We  strive  to 
provide  the  necessary  legal  and  regulatory  framework  to  imple- 
ment Acton's  Master  Plan  through  pro-active  planning. 

The  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  is  one  of  the  principal  tools 
affecting  land  use  and  development  in  Acton.  It  is  the  regulatory 
blueprint  for  Acton's  future  development.  In  cooperation  with 
the  Planning  Board  and  the  Master  Plan  Coordinating  Commit- 
tee, Planning  Department  staff  continued  its  effort  to  reshape  the 
Zoning  B  ylaw  so  that  it  will  serve  better  to  reflect  and  implement 
the  Goals  and  Objectives,  and  the  recommendations  of  the 


Master  Plan.  In  this  context,  the  major  changes  in  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  adopted  by  Town  Meeting  in  1992  are  the  new  zoning 
standards  for  parking,  a  new  provision  stating  that  all  land  in 
Acton,  except  streets  and  railroads,  is  subject  to  the  Zoning 
Bylaw,  and  clarification  of  the  Bylaw's  intent  to  allow  multi- 
family  dwellings  in  the  North  Acton  and  East  Acton  Village 
Districts  when  they  occur  as  the  result  of  transfer  of  development 
rights. 

As  a  project  of  the  Master  Plan  Coordinating  Committee, 
the  Planning  Department  developed  the  'Town  of  Acton  Devel- 
opment Guide"  to  explain  the  development  process  in  Acton  to 
homeowners,  professionals,  businesses  and  future  property  own- 
ers. The  "Development  Guide."  now  being  distributed  by  the 
Planning  and  Building  Departments  was  reproduced  in  its  en- 
tirety in  the  Fall  1992  "Landletter"  publication  that  states 
"we..  Jiope  that  other  conraiunities  might  follow  Action's  lead  in 
providing  this  kind  of  invaluable  assistance  to  the  average 
citizen." 

The  Planning  Board  ai^inted  two  subcommittees  in  De- 
cember of  1991  to  develop  Village  Plans  (or  the  South  Acton  and 
West  Acton  Village  Districts,  an  action  recommendation  of  the 
Acton  Master  Plan.  The  two  committees  have  met  twice  a  month 
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since  January  of  1991  and  hope  to  complete  the  Village  Plans  by 
the  Fall  of  1993.  Members  of  the  South  Acton  Village  Planning 
Committee  are  Planning  Board  member,  David  Hill,  Sandra 
Whaley,  Sam  Manka,  Sushama  Gokale,  Robert  Pion,  and  Betsy 
Eldridge.  Members  of  the  West  Acton  Village  Planning  Ccmmut- 
tee  include  Planning  Board  Membo^  William  Shupert,  Marvin 
Norman,  Denise  Glaser,  Howard  Canning,  Rosalie  DeQuattro, 
E>ennis  Ahem,  Anne  Jackson  and  Ronald  Issacs. 

One  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  Planning  Department 
is  to  coordinate  the  departmental  review  and  legal  permitting 
process  for  new  development  p-oposals  submitted  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board  under  the  Zoning  Act,  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  and 
the  Subdivision  Control  Law.  This  review  process  includes 
negotiations  with  developo^,  explanations  of  the  permitting 
process  and  development  proposal  to  neighbo's  and  residents, 
coordination  of  staff  reviews,  scheduling  public  bearings,  and 
drafting  of  the  decisions.  Development  activity  in  1992  increased 
significantly  over  that  of  1991.  Planning  staff  and  the  Planning 
Board  met  with  developers  and  discussed  the  potential  for  six 
new  residential  developments.  Applications  for  two  Definitive 
Subdivisions  and  two  Planned  Conservation  Residential  Com- 
munities were  filed  in  1992.  Planning  staff  anticipates  the  receipt 
of  two  or  three  additional  applications  in  1993.  The  Planning 
Board  approved  two  Preliminary  Subdivisions,  endorsed  28 
Approval  No  Required  Plans(an  increase  of  60%  over  1991), 
approved  one  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  and  issued  four  Spe- 
cial Permits.  The  Planning  Department  manages  the  various 
performance  guarantees  posted  with  the  Town  to  secure  proper 
completion  of  subdivision  improvements.  By  the  end  of  1992,  we 
held  $384,000.00  in  construction  bonds  and  six  restrictive  cov- 
enants. 


The  Planning  Board  is  a  seven  member  board  appointed  by  i| 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  has  the  statutory  obligation  of  reviewii 
and  ^proval  of  new  subdivisions  under  MGL,  Ch.41,  the  Sub- 
division Control  Law.  In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  also  serves 
as  a  Special  PemMt  Granting  Authority  under  the  MGL  Ch  40 A,  ji< 
the  Z(xiing  Act,  and  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  for  various  Special  !tp 
Permits.  Through  these  governing  tools  the  Planning  Board 
strives  to  protect  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  Actcm's 
residents  and  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  Acton's  character. 
Planning  Board  members  in  1992  were  Chairman  Gregwy 
Niemyski,  David  Hill,  James  Lee,  Mary  Giorgio,  E>ouglas 
Camhan,  William  Shupert  and  John  Pavan.  In  1993,  the  Planning  L 
Board  will  hold  regular  meetings  at  7:30  PM  in  Room  204  of  the 
Town  Hall,  generally  every  other  Monday .  The  meeting  dates  are 
posted  on  the  Town  Hall  Bulletin  Board. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank  E)onna  Jacobs  for  her 
continued  contributions  to  the  Planning  E>epartment.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  other  departments  and  town  employees  for  their 
assistance  and  coc^ration.  Thanks  are  also  expressed  to  Martin 
Graetz,  member  of  the  Master  Plan  CocM'dinating  Conmiittee,  f<x 
serving  as  editor  of  the  "E)evelopment  Guide".  Again,  I  would 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  enormous  contributions  given  by 
Acton  residents  who  serve  as  volunteers  on  the  boards  and 
committees  we  staff.  It  was  a  pleasure  working  with  all  of  you  and 
we  look  forward  to  future  cooperation  with  you. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Roland  Bartl 
Town  Planner 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Members  of  the  Acton  Police  Department 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Gewge  W.  Robinson 

LIEUTENANTS 
John  T.  McNiff 
Frank  J.  Widmayer 

SERGEANTS 
Robert  Rhodes 
Robert  Parisi 
James  McPadden 
Thomas  Rogers 
Bruce  Nadeau 


June  Carney 


Faith  Allen 
Michael  Cogan 


MATRONS 
Linda  Koch 

SECRETARY 
June  Carney 

DISPATCHERS 

Kevin  Antonelli 
Scott  Howe 


Christine  Joyce 


Allura  Taylor 
Anne  Milligan 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Patrols  Lt.  John  McNiff 

Officer  In  Charge  of  Special  Services  Lt.  Frank  Widmayer 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Etetective  Division    Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 


William  Hayes 
Bernard  Harrison 
Pablo  Hernandez 
Ronald  Johnson 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Robert  Cowan 


PATROLMEN 
Christopher  Browne 
James  Cooney 
Michael  Coughlin 
Albert  Crowley 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Raymond  Grey 
Jeffrey  Dudley 


James  Goodemote 
James  Cogan 
Todd  Fenniman 
Christopher  Prehl 
Frederick  Rentschler 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Donald  Palma 


Department  Prosecutor 
Detective 

Detective,  Special  Services 
Youth  Officer 
Youth  Officer/Part-time 
Safety/Crime  Prevention  Officer 
Firearm  Training  Officer 


Det.  Bernard  Harrison 
Det  Chris  Browne 
DeL  Raymond  Grey 
Det  James  Cogan 
Ptl.  Todd  Fenniman 
Ptl.  Robert  Cowan 
Lt.  John  McNiff 
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TRAINING 

All  officers  received  training  in  1992,  which  included  at 
:ast  110  hours  of  training  via  the  Law  Enforcement  Television 
Network  (LETN),  while  on  an  on-duty  status;  training  in  changes 
n  the  Mass.  Gen.  Laws,  particularly  as  they  pertain  to  child  abuse 
eporting;  the  stalking  law  and  related  domestic  abuse;  rescue 
ope  training;  prisoner  restraints;  motor  vehicle  law  update 
ii  raining;  firearms  classroom  and  recertification;  first  responders 
ecertification;  Cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  recertification; 
tazardous  material  identification  and  handling  recertification. 

Specialized  training  was  provided  to  officers  as  necessi- 
^  ated  by  their  particular  assignment  This  training  included  New 
"i  England  Police  information  netwoik  enforcement  seminar  tar- 
u  jeting  transient  organized  scam  groups;  homicide  training  pro- 
vided by  the  Middlesex  DA's  office.  New  England  Police  infor- 
nation  network  seminar  on  Asian  organized  crime  conference; 
1^  DEA's  basic  and  advanced  narcotics  investigation  school;  Attor- 
1  ney  General' s  annual  domestic  violence  police  training  seminar; 
Middlesex  DA' s  seminar  on  domestic  violence  investigation  and 
prosecution,  Basic  Lifesaving  Course  C  Instructors  Course  at 
Zmerson  Hospital;  vehicle  extraction  at  the  Mass.  Firefighting 
\cademy;        Investigator's  School,  Mass  Criminal  Justice 
Training  Council  (MCJTC);  C.A.S.T.program  sponsored  by 
ioston  University  at  UMass  Medical  for  traiing  in  Lifeflights; 
iMT  recertification;  Smith  &  Wesson's  Identi-Kit  School; 
Middlesex  County  Sheriffs  Office  Strike  Two  Program  at  the 
^  House  of  Correction,  B  illerica;  LEAPS/CJIS  Training  in  Policies 
and  Procedures  (information  available  via  teletype) ;  Child  Abuse 
and  Neglect  Seminar,  MCJTC;  and  the  DA's  seminar  on  Domes- 
tic Abuse  responsibilities  for  supervisors.  In  addition.  Sergeant 
McPadden  graduated  from  Command  Training,  New  England 
Chiefs  of  Police  Association  at  Babson  College.  Officer  Stewart 
Fenniman  attained  an  Associate  in  Science  Degree  from 
Middlesex  Community  College  and  Officer  Todd  Fenniman 
Graduated  with  a  Bachelor  in  Science  Degree  from  Anna  Maria 
College. 

Specialized  training  for  Dispatchers  in  the  areas  of  Cell 
Block  Fire  Safety  and  Suicide  Prevention,  a  three  day  course 
sponsored  by  the  Emergency  Medical  Dispatcher,  and  a  Liability 
Seminar  by  the  Dispatch  Institute.  Additionally,  two  dispatchers 
attended  a  two  day  seminar  at  the  Winooski,  Vermont  Police 
Department  entitled  Dispatch  Call  Taker. 

YOUTH  ACTIVrnES 

In  addition  to  investigating  crimes  concerning  youths  both 
as  victims  and  perpetrators,  the  youth  officers  conducted  classes 
in  Drug  Abuse  Resistance  Education  (grades  4/5/6),  strange 
awareness,  bike  safety,  Halloween  safety,  law,  elder  abuse 
awareness  and  the  annual  baby-sitting  seminar.  They  also  partici- 
pated in  weekly  meetings  at  the  High  School,  station  house  group 
tours,  Santa's  annual  visit,  SADD  activities,  job  fairs/recruit- 
ment, student  internship,  and  the  Superintendent's  drug  task 
force.  Instruction  was  provided  for  Boston  College  and  the 
Northeast  Regional  Police  Institute  concerning  Drug  and  Alco- 
hol Abuse. 
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After  4  years  preparation,  the  Department  went  through  a 
detailed  inspection  in  June  by  the  Commission  on  Accreditaticm 
for  Law  Enforcement  Agencies  and  was  formally  awarded  ac- 
creditation on  August  12th,  becoming  the  250th  Department  of 
17,000  eligible  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  receive  this 
status. 

The  Traffic  Unit  continues  to  strictly  enforce  the  motor 
vehicle  laws.  Statistics  for  the  5  year  period  prior  to  the  traffic 
units  creation  indicate  an  average  of 540  reportable  accidents  per 
year,  there  were  320  in  1 992.  Acton' s  auto  insurance  category  has 
moved  from  territory  3  to  territory  2,  the  lowest  being  territory  1 . 
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The  E)epartment  continued  to  install  new  software  applica- 
tions allowing  us  to  track  Warrants  and  Domestic  Abuse  Preven- 
tion Orders  in  a  more  efficient  manner.  We  now  have  the 
c^ability  to  have  instant  access  to  this  information  as  well  as 
automatic  expiration  of  the  Ekxnestic  Abuse  Orders.  This  helps 
us  to  effectively  handle  Domestic  Abuse  Situations  and  avoid 
improperly  arresting  persons  based  on  expired  paperwork. 


With  the  valued  support  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Drug 
Abuse  Resistance  Education  program  continues  in  the  schools, 
receiving  high  marks. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  various  boards  and  committees, 
Town  Officials,  and  the  police  union  for  their  support. 

George  W.  Robinson 
Chief  of  Police 


PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

This  committee  meets  quarterly  with  Concord's  Prison 
Liaison  Committee,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Middlesex  Correc- 
tional Institution  (MCI)  Concord,  and  the  Facility  Administrator 
of  the  Northeastern  Correctional  Center  (NCC).  Conunittee 
members  meet  to  keep  open  the  lines  of  communication  between 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Corrections  and  the  Towns. 
Information  is  exchanged  and  concerns  discussed. 

In  OctobCT,  Harold  GordiniCT  outlined  for  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  the  most  important  events  at  the  two  priscm  facilities 
during  1992.  The  Board's  questions  were  answered  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting  at  MCI. 

Committee  meetings  are  interesting  and  enlightening.  We 
encourage  anoth^  interested  resident  to  join  the  committee. 
Notices  of  meetings  are  posted  at  Town  Hall  and  everyone  is 
welcome  to  attend. 


PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  AND 
CELEBRATIONS  COMMITTEE 

This  Conmiittee  continues  to  observe  the  Acton  Celebra- 
tion of  Patriots  Day  and  Memorial  Day,  as  well  as  continuing  to 
support  other  town  celebrations  and  observances. 

Observation  of  town  celebrations  is  given  wide  publicity 
and  recognition  within  the  town,  with  townspeople  widely  par- 
ticipating in  and  supporting  these  observances. 

Richmond  Miller,  Chair 
Frank  Flower 
Kenneth  Gould 
Kenneth  Klenmier 
Janet  Thrope 


Jean  Schoch,  Chair 
Harold  Gordinier,  Member 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICES 


The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  (APHNS)  con- 
tinues to  provide  both  the  public  health  service  and  home  visiting 
program  to  Acton  residents.  The  public  health  services  include 
lead  and  cholesterol  screening,  tuberculin  testing,  immuniza- 
tions and  flu  clinics  as  well  as  the  licensing  of  day  care  centers  in 
Acton.  In  addition  the  agency  made  arrangements  with  Mobile 
Diagnostics,  accredited  by  the  American  College  of  Radiology, 
to  do  mammography  screening  at  the  town  hall  this  year.  The 
agency's  certified  Medicare  Home  Visiting  Program  continues 
to  grow  with  patients  being  discharged  from  the  hospital  earlier 
and  the  population  aging.  Home  visits  in  the  past  fiscal  year 
increased  by  30%.  The  following  statistical  infamation  incorpo- 
rates both  home  visiting  and  health  promotional  activities  of  the 
agency. 

HOME  VISITS 

6897  including  Registered  Nurse,  Physical  Therapy,  Oc- 
cupational Therapy,  Speech  Therapy,  Social  Worker, 
HomeHealth  Aide.  Up  30%.  132  patients  -  up  13% 


CLINICS 

Occupational  Health 

OFFICE  VISITS 
Cholesterol 
Lead  Screening 
Blood  Pressure 
Flu  Vaccine 
Mantoux 
B12  injection 


#CONDUCTED 
21 
12 


#CLIENTS 

666 
306 


#CLIENTS 
62 
306 
37 

173  (included  in  clinics  above 
71 
10 


New  rules  and  regulations  ccmtinue  to  govern  the  agency. 
Most  notable,  the  Clinical,  Laboratory  Improvement  Amend- 
ment of  1988  (CLIA)  established  federal  requirements  for  the 
regulation  and  certification  of  clinical  laboratories.  As  the  nurs- 
ing service  does  cholesterol  screening,  we  are  considered  a 
clinical  laboratory,  subject  to  the  federal  regulations.  The  agency 
recently  received  its  certification  from  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services. 
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The  nursing  service  continues  to  have  the  support  of  the 
Professional  Advisory  Conunittee,  who  support  the  agency  with 
its  p-ofessional  responsibilities  of  policy  implementation  and  the 
evaluation  of  the  agency's  programs,  and  the  Friends  of  the 
Acton  Nursing  Service  (FANS).  Fans  has  taken  an  active  role 
promoting  the  visibility  of  the  agency  by  recently  implementing 
their  first  newsletter.  FANS  also  recently  sponsored  the  "Festival 
of  Trees"  in  which  many  organizations  had  their  individual  tree 
at  the  town  hall.  This  promises  to  be  an  annual  event 

The  APHNS  and  FANS  also  participated  in  the  United 
Ways  "A  Day  of  Caring."  The  agency,  assisted  by  FANS, 


distributed  Health  Care  Proxy  forms  to  local  agencies  and  busi- 
nesses. 

I  wish  to  thank  my  staff,  the  Health  Director,  the  Board  of 
Health,  the  Professional  Advisory  Conunittee,  FANS,  and  all 
those  who  have  supported  the  APHNS  in  the  last  year.  To  the 
patients  and  families  we  have  served  in  the  last  year,  I  wish  to 
extend  our  appreciation  for  allowing  us  to  care  for  them. 

Lucy  A.  Saia,  M.S.,  R.N.C 
Administrator/S  upervisor 


RECREATION  COMMISSION 


The  Recreation  Commission  has  been  involved  in  an 
ongoing  study  of  how  to  facilitate  the  creation  of  a  recreational 
park  on  land  owned  by  the  Town  in  North  Acton.  In  past  years, 
a  hydrogeological  study  was  done  by  Pine  and  Swallow  and  it 
was  found  that  there  was  a  viable  possibility  that  a  swimming  area 
could  be  dug.  Much  time  has  been  spent  trying  to  find  ways  to 
accMnplish  this  with  little  or  no  cost  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

The  Recreation  Conmiission  worked  this  year  on  getting 
the  necessary  permits  to  start  the  project  There  have  been  many 
meetings  with  the  Army  Corp  of  Engineers,  the  EPA,  the  Federal 
Fish  and  Wildlife  and  the  Mass.  DEP  trying  to  work  out  the 


necessary  changes  to  the  plans  to  meet  the  different  agency's 
needs. 

The  Acton  Engineering  Department  and  the  Conservation 
Conunission  have  been  very  suppative  and  have  attended  many 
of  the  meetings  to  back  up  the  Recreation  Commission  in  their 
quest  for  this  recreational  facility.  We  are  expecting  this  stage  of 
the  p-oject  to  be  completed  next  year  and  be  able  to  turn  the 
project  over  the  Selectmen  to  go  out  for  bid.  With  favorable  bids 
in  hand,  we  will  be  able  to  start  creating  our  new  park. 

Bruce  Stamski,  Chair 
Kay  Tohline 


RECYCLING  TASK  FORCE 


In  August  1 99 1 ,  the  Actoa  Board  of  Selectmen  established 
the  Recycling  Task  Force,  as  an  advisory  committee,  to  help  them 
develop  a  long-range  policy  on  recycling  for  the  town.  In  the  past 
16  months,  the  Recycling  Task  Force  has  accomplished  many 
important  tasks. 

The  first  effort  involved  an  evaluation  of  the  recycling 
program  as  it  existed  in  August  1991.  At  that  time,  the  town 
recycled  clear  glass,  newspaper,  tin  and  aluminum  cans,  scr^ 
metal,  auto  batteries,  waste  oil,  yard  waste,  used  clothing,  and 
wood  chips.  The  program  has  expanded  tremendously  since  that 
time  so  that  it  now  includes,  in  addition  to  the  above,  all  cola's  of 
glass,  plastics  #1  and  #2,  magazines,  good  bicycles,  and  corru- 
gated cardboard. 

Through  the  continued  cooperation  of  the  Highway  De- 
partment the  space  at  the  Recycling  Center  has  been  made  larger 
and  more  efficient  and  many  informative  signs  have  been  ad&d 
to  help  people  recycle  properly.  The  Recycling  Center  is  avail- 
able to  residents  and  non-residents,  for  a  fee,  even  if  they  choose 
not  to  purchase  a  sticker  for  the  Transfer  Station. 

Public  education  has  been  an  important  activity  for  the 
Task  Force.  It  has  submitted  material  to  The  Beacon  for  a 
monthly  column  on  recylcing.  The  Task  Force  also  solicited 
donations  from  local  civic  organizations  and  school  parent 
groups  fw  the  funding  of  a  brochure  that  will  be  sent  to  every 
household  in  February,  instructing  and  encouraging  residents 
about  recycling. 


The  Task  Force  has  worked  closely  with  Highway  Super- 
intendent Dick  Howe  and  Assistant  Town  Manager  John  Murray 
to  fully  understand  the  financial  aspects  of  solid  waste  disposi 
in  the  town,  including  the  cost  of  recycling .  The  Town  has  entered 
into  a  long  term  contract  with  BFI  who  will  continue  the  current 
recycling  program  for  the  next  4  years.  Acton  is  one  of  23 
COTimunities  that  is  organized  into  a  committee  called  NES  WC, 
which  arranges  for  our  household  trash  to  be  incinerated  at  a 
facility  in  North  Andover.  It  appears  that  some  of  the  volatile 
issues  of  tonnage  and  escalating  costs  have  stabilized  for  the 
immediate  future  which  may  accommodate  greater  citizen  par- 
ticipation in  recycling.  Acton  currently  recycles  21  %  of  its  waste 
stream,  a  highly  commendable  percentage. 

The  Task  Force  will  complete  its  charge  by  July,  1993  by 
reporting  its  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  This 
group  of  volunteers  should  take  great  pride  in  their  very  measur- 
able accomplishments. 

Nancy  Tavemier,  Chair  (Bd.  of  Selectmen) 
John  Murrary,  ex -officio  (Ass't  Town  Manager) 
Dick  Howe,  ex-officio  (Highway  Superintendent) 
Joe  Peters,  ex-officio  (Finance  Committee) 
Maya  Spies,  Vice-Chair/Clerk 
Rosemary  Lundberg 
Peggy  Mikkola 
E.V.  Tear 
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SEALER  OF 
WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


SOUTH  ACTON 
REVITALIZATION  COMMITTEE 


The  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  annually  checks  the 
accuracy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used  by  retail 
and  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their  trade.  This 
includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard  goods  and  measur- 
ing devices,  as  well  as  investigating  complaints  in  the  sale  of  cord 
wood. 


Number  of  devices  not  sealed:  1 

Number  of  devices  sealed:  151 

Number  of  devices  adjusted:  1 1 

Apothecary:  61 

Number  condemned:  2 

Bulk  Storage:  6 

Condemned:  1 
Revenues  collected:  $5,010 


gas  pumps,  125  scales 
gas  pumps,  16  scales 


Marie  J.  Fitzpatrick 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


The  South  Acton  Revitalization  Committee  is  an  advisory 
c(xnmittee  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on  issues  pertaining  to  the ! 
improvement  of  the  South  Acton  Village  Center  area.  During 
1992  the  conmiittee  channeled  most  of  its  planning  activities  i 
through  the  South  Acton  Village  Planning  Cmmiittee,  a  group 
organized  under  the  Planning  Board  to  implement  objectives  of 
the  Master  Plan,  and  on  which  three  members  of  S  ARC  serve.  On 
other  matters,  the  committee  worked  with  neighborhood  groups 
and  town  and  state  officials  on  efforts  to  stop  the  blowing  of  train 
whistles  at  Acton  railroad  crossings,  most  of  which  are  located 
close  to  homes  in  residential  areas  of  South  Acton.  SARC  also 
hosted  meetings  and  contributed  review  and  comment  on  the 
proposed  "Mill  Comer"  Planned  Conservation  Residential  Com- 
munity for  Great  Hill.  SARC  s  fourth  annual  South  Acton  Clean- 
up Day  was  held  on  the  lawn  of  Jones  Tavern  on  May  2. 

Roger  Andrews 
Betsy  Eldridge 
Sam  Manka 
Sandra  Whaley 
Anne  Forbes,  Associate 


"A  View  from  10  Maple  Street" 

by  Nancy  Cullinane 


44 


TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 


This  is  the  third  year  that  this  group  has  worked  together  to 
produce  the  Acton  Town  Report.  Each  year  we  have  used  a 
different  theme.  "Scenes  of  Acton"  in  black  and  white  was  our 
theme  for  1992  and  we  appreciate  the  response  of  those  who  tiave 
shared  their  talents  with  us. 

This  year  went  very  smoothly  for  the  conunittee  in  as  much 
as  all  the  reports  were  submitted  on  time  and  the  "low-bid"  printer 
is  one  we  have  worked  with  in  previous  years  and  is  one  who 
wOTks  with  us  very  well. 


Thanks  to  all  the  volunteer  and  elected  boards  and  conmit- 
tees,  as  well  as  town  employees  who  made  our  job  easier  by 
providing  their  reports  on  time  and  in  the  proper  fonnat. 

Thanks  also  to  the  artists,  who  have  contributed  tiieir  work 
to  enhance  this  Town  Report 

Sandra  Masson,  Chair 
Susan  Fingerman 
Mildred  Jarvis 
Georgiann  Taylor 


TRANSPORTATION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


In  the  early  1970's,  a  combination  of  environmental  prob- 
lems and  an  uncertain  fuel  sui^ly  caused  by  the  first  oil  embargo 
forced  us  to  re-examine  our  dependence  on  the  private  autCMno- 
bile.  Studies  by  the  Federal  Government  (National  Air  Quality), 
Massachusetts  (State  Transportation),  and  the  League  of  Women 
Voters  emphasized  alternatives.  So  in  1974,  the  Board  of  Select- 
men reOTganized  and  expanded  Acton's  existing  (since  1969) 
one-man  Advisory  Committee  on  Transportation,  making  it  a 
standing  volunteer  committee.  Its  Hrst  members  were  Henry 
Berkshire,  Donald  P  Felt,  and  Mary  Louise  Longcope,  who  had 
worked  on  the  LWV  study. 


During  the  1980s,  TAC  became  part  of  the  review  process 
for  all  construction  and  development  site  plans  that  had  any 
impact  on  transportation,  which  kept  the  conmiittee  busy  during 
the  building  boom.  At  the  same  time,  TAC  continued  to  examine 
alternative  modes,  including  bicycle  routes.  The  Committee  also 
kept  track  of  the  state' s  on  again,  off  again  proposals  for  rebuild- 
ing the  railroad  bridge  in  South  Acton. 

In  1989  and  1990,  TAC  worked  closely  with  the  Planning 
Council  to  develop  and  refme  the  transportation  goals  and 
objectives  of  the  new  Master  Plan. 


At  flrst,  ACT  (the  name  was  simplified  in  1982)  was 
charged  with  studying  Acton's  public  transportation  needs.  An 
early  priority  was  providing  transportation  for  the  elderly,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Council  on  Aging.  After  an  attempt  to 
operate  fixed  routes,  the  present  on  call  van  service  was  devel- 
oped. 

When  the  state  created  the  regional  transportation  authori- 
ties, TAC  recommended  that  the  Town  join  the  Lowell  Region, 
which  it  did  in  1979.  The  Authority  not  only  contributes  a  large 
share  of  the  cost  of  Acton's  conmuter  rail  service,  but  also 
supports  our  second  on  call  van,  the  Roadrunner. 

In  1981,  as  the  result  of  another  LWV  study,  TAC  was 
asked  to  prepare  a  Town  wide  masla  plan  for  constructing 
sidewalks  to  eliminate  some  serious  safety  problems  caused  by 
the  inaeasing  density  and  speed  of  traffic.  The  committee 
worked  with  the  Town  Engineer  to  develop  priorities;  since  then, 
the  plan  has  been  the  basis  for  nearly  all  sidewalk  construction  in 
Acton. 


In  1991,  TAC  members  kept  a  close  watch  on  the  Massa- 
chusetts Aeronautical  Commission  and  its  search  for  a  site  for  a 
second  international  airport,  which  has  focused  almost  exclu- 
sively on  Fort  Devens.  The  threat  is  serious  eiK)ugh  that  the  Town 
has  established  a  separate  committee  to  monitor  the  issue. 

By  the  end  of  1991,  a  persistently  sour  economy  had 
reduced  site  plan  applications  to  a  trickle,  and  put  other  transpor- 
tation plans  on  bold.  TAC  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  met 
several  times  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  committee.  Eventually, 
it  was  agreed  that  while  its  members  could  remain  on  call  for 
specific  projects  and  issues,  TAC  as  a  standing  committee  was  no 
longer  needed.  It  was  dissolved  by  vote  of  the  B  oard  of  Selectmen 
on  3  March  1992. 

Thanks  to  Selectman  Anne  Fanton,  a  former  member  of 
TAC,  for  providing  information  on  the  background  and  early 
history  of  the  Conrniittee. 

Martin  Graetz  Chair 
William  Litant 
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VETERANS'  GRAVES 


The  following  are  the  name,  branch  of  service,  date  of 
death,  and  location  of  interment  of  the  eleven  known  United 
States  Veterans  interred  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  in  1992: 


Ehie  to  insufficient  information  at  the  time  of  burial,  the  follow- 
ing information  was  not  included  in  the  1991  report. 


Otto  0.  Pasanen 

wwn 

U.S.  Amy 

January  27, 1992 

Woodlawn 

William  L.  Brennan 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

Febniary  15,1992 

Woodlawn 

Harold  G.  Nicola 

WWI 

U.S.  Navy 

February  27, 1992 

Mount  Hope 

William  Ralph  Jones 

Korea 

U.S.  Air  Force 

April  21, 1992 

Mount  Hope 

Walter  T.  Carlson 

WWII 

U.SJSfavy 

June  8, 1992 

Woodlawn 

Jeannette  0.  Kittredge 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

August  10, 1992 

Woodlawn 

Fortunato  C.  Rosa 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

September  2, 1992 

Mount  Hope 

Charles  A.  Salinis 

wwn 

U.S.  Army 

September  13, 1992 

Woodlawn 

Frederick  Maurice  Foote 

WWII 

U.S.Army 

October  20,1992 

Mount  Hope 

Edwin  B.  Murdough 

WWII 

November  10, 1992 

Woodlawn 

Lionel  E.  Nadeau 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

November  14, 1992 

Woodlawn 

Edward  James  Magee  Jr.  Korea 

December  27, 1991 


U.S.Anny 
Woodlawn  " 


at 


In  preparation  for  Memorial  Day,  veteran  flag  standards  and 
American  flags  are  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  known  U.S. 
Veterans.  If  this  information  was  omitted  on  the  burial  permit  od  ^ 
cremation  certificate,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  that  your  loved 
one  was  a  veteran  until  we  receive  the  grave  marker.  The  United  ^ 
States  Govermnent  will  provide  a  bronze  or  granite  veteran's 
grave  marker  at  no  cost  to  the  family,  provided  that  the  next-of- 
kin  fills  out  an  application,  available  from  all  funeral  directors 
from  the  Veterans'  Agent,  and  forwards  it  to  the  proper  authority 

If  you  know  of  a  veteran  whose  grave  has  not  been  recognized! 
with  a  flag  and  flag  standard,  I  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  youi 
would  call  the  cemetery  office  at  264-9644  with  the  applicableif' 
information. 


Stewart  Kennedy 

Veterans'  Graves  Registration  Officer 


VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 


The  volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  (VCC)  works  for 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Manager  to  recruit  Acton 
residents  to  apply  for  q)enings  on  town  boards,  commissions  and 
committees.  When  applications  are  put  in  our  mailbox  at  Town 
Hall  we  schedule  appointments  for  interviews.  It  is  a  challenge  to 
try  to  match  the  skills,  talents  and  preferences  of  ^licants  with 
the  needs  of  the  town.  Annually  the  VCC  makes  from  forty  to 
sixty  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town 
Manager,  who  then  make  the  anointments. 

The  VCC  puts  Town  of  Acton  Volunteer  Applications  in 
the  libraries  and  in  the  Town  Hall.  New  residents,  residents  of  ten 
to  fifteen  years  and  long  time  residents  recently  retired  have  been 
applying  in  numbers  that  suggest  Acton  citizens  do  take  an 
interest  in  their  town  government.  New  committee  members 
bring  fresh  ideas,  another  po^pective  and  enthusiasm. 

More  than  one  hundred  fifty  volunteers  contribute  thou- 
sands of  hours  of  service,  not  only  saving  the  town  money  but 
allowing  much  to  be  accomplished  that  is  needed.  We  are  indeed 
fortunate  to  have  the  interest  and  involvement  of  so  many. 


During  1992  the  Ft.  Devens  Reuse/Second  Airport  Task 
Force  was  selected  and  is  holding  regular  meetings.  They  provide 
feedback  to  the  Board  of  Selecttnen.  The  VCC  has  just  completed 
interviews  and  will  recommend  members  for  the  Cable  Advisory 
Committee  which  will  provide  input  and  perspective  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  enable  them  to  make  decisions  in  regard  to  the 
renewal  of  the  current  license.  This  is  a  long  process  and  there  is 
much  to  consider. 

Job  changes,  moves  and  personal  new  direction  can  bring 
resignations.  If  you  are  interested  in  serving,  do  fill  out  a 
volunteer  application.  They  are  available  at  Town  Hall,  the 
libraries  and  in  this  Town  Report. 

Thank  you  to  all  those  Volunteers  who  contribute  so  much 
to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Nancy  Whitcomb,  Chair 
Betsy  Comstock 
Walter  George 
Charles  Husbands 
Charlie  Kadlec 
Jean  Lane 
Jack  Powers 
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WEST  ACTON  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 


That  genteel  Victorian-age  lady,  the  West  Acton  Citizen's 
ibrary,  has  received  a  most  welccme  exterior  and  interior  face- 
fe  in  1992.  Its  109  vintage  years  are  well  hidden  under  freshly 
ainted  shelves  and  new  carpet 

Troop  32  Eagle  Scout  Daniel  Megan  supervised  a  compe- 
snt  crew  of  young  men  who  carefully  applied  new  color  and 
estocked  the  collection  in  perfect  order.  The  side  garden  now 
oasts  a  park  bench,  donated  by  Daniel  Megan,  from  the  proceeds 
>f  his  Eagle  Scout  Project  Fund  Raiser. 

For  reasons  of  safety,  handsome  new  beige  carpeting  was 
□stalled  in  the  reading  ro(xn.  The  former  kitchen  area  was 
einforced  and  furnished  with  proper  heating  system  and  updated 
viring. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Auxiliary,  crisp  white  paint 
covers  the  library's  exterior. 

The  library  also  enjoyed  the  services  of  high  school  student 
\pril  Livennore,  who  participated  in  a  six  week  internship 
during  the  spring  semester.  She  came  to  learn  procedures  and 
functions  of  the  library  on  a  day  to  day  basis. 

The  Ubnry  would  like  to  express  gratitude  to  the  faithful 
^adre  of  Volunteers  who  donated  untold  hours  on  special  projects 
and  in  helping  at  the  main  desk. 

The  1 992  May  Fair  raised  money  for  library  needs,  includ- 
ing carpeting  and  popular  offering  such  as  the  fourth  annual 
Summer  Story  Hour,  conducted  weekly  by  Maijorie  Root. 


The  Citizen's  Library  continues  its  unique  outreach  activi- 
ties, including  free  delivery  of  reading  materials  to  residents  of 
Suburban  Manor,  Windsor  Green,  and  to  housebound  patrons. 
The  library  is  also  attempting  to  meet  the  needs  of  recent  area 
immigrants,  who  long  for  books  in  the  Russian  language. 

The  library  appreciates  our  Citizen's  generous  donations 
of  materials  and  tapes,  which  help  to  augment  our  collection. 

With  the  recent  demise  of  the  wonderful  bookmobile 
system,  the  library  is  actively  researching  moce  extensive  oppor- 
tunities for  interlibrary  loans. 

The  Citizen's  Library  remains  committed  to  providing  the 
patrons  with  current  and  classic  materials  on  a  friendly,  efficient 
basis. 

Happily,  the  Citizen's  Library  collection,  circulation,  and 
patron  roster  shows  constant  growth. 

Total  Collection:  10,023  Circulation:  21,128 

Number  bodes  purchased:  246  Circulation  to  out  of 

town  patrons:  1,542 

Number  of  Books  donated:  391  Bodes  delivered:  744 

Library  Phone  Number  264-9652 

Hours  of  Operation: 
Monday  7:00  p.m.-9:00  pjn. 

Tuesday  -  Friday  10:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 

Librarian:  Suzi  Pomeroy 
Trustees: 
Frances  Bissell 
Edward  Clary 
Madeleine  Kadaboski 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS  RECORDED 
DEATHS  RECORDED 
MARRIAGES  RECORDED 


DEATHS 


Name 

Age 

Jan. 

1 

Reed,  Garnet  Louisiana 

87 

Jan. 

6 

Newport,  Susan  P. 

96 

Jan. 

iz 

Tclrton    A  IKn-r-t  \/ 
ISlUml,  /\lDCn  Y. 

oz 

Jan. 

I J 

OCCKWllD,  VJloIll  W. 

Ton 
Jail. 

1*T 

ijUdiiciUt  ividiiiyii  /\ 

Of 

Jail. 

lO 

Jan. 

1 A 
lO 

xviaci..eoa,  jr.,  ivienui  wuuaui 

AH 

Jan. 

io 

roricr,  oievenson  i}rown 

10 
IZ 

Jan. 

Of 
LI 

j-^vine,  rviargarei  i^iuian 

oy 

Ton 
Joll. 

T  of^hon/^^   IV^OfiA  W/onofro 

i->av^n<uicc,  ividnc  wdiiciu 

Ton 

Jon. 

V^lHpp,  W  inUlIUp 

so 

Jan. 

27 

Pasanen,  Otto  Oswald 

82 

Jan. 

30 

Corkum,  Carrie  May 

89 

rco. 

-3 
J 

iidncr,  V IT ginia ivi. 

Jl 

rco. 

•a 
J 

ivicrNamara,  James  nuDen 

on 

c. 
o 

OO 

rco. 

O 

iXKer,  iviarguenie  lAjromea 

/o 

rco. 

o 

KOSCOe,  ilClcu 

o/ 

rco. 

7 

omiLu,  iVidrula  vJ. 

Q1 

rcu. 

Q 
o 

Feb. 

16 

Foster,  Barbara 

79 

Feb. 

16 

Tyson  n,  James  Wood 

92 

Of 

iVl<U. 

7 
/ 

llipp,  ollllllMIl  X^. 

77 

iviai . 

q 

r^uicy,  /Alice 

Mar. 

1 J 

V^alTUU,  tvODCn.  rrdiicis 

Ol 

Mar. 

10 

jonansen,  rieien  Margarei 

fi< 

OJ 

Mar. 

1  Q 

Whittier,  John  McKey 

on 

Mar. 

01 

L 1 

ticKci,  or.,  josepu  james 

70 

Mar. 

L\J 

wiueu,  iiura  i^urus 

fiO 

oy 

Mar, 

jU 

£>oyce,  iviary  iviagoaiene 

luy 

Nlar. 

"^1 
J  1 

rains,  rcier 

Lj 

Apr. 

7 

Findlay,  Maijorie  Q. 

85 

Apr. 

7 

Hogan,  Marion  M. 

68 

Apr. 

8 

Carter,  John  Henry 

78 

Apr. 

12 

Ruplin,  Georgiana  G. 

80 

Apr. 

14 

Badger,  Harold  Hawes 

82 

Apr. 

17 

Bean,  Jr.,  Forrest  E. 

77 

Apr. 

20 

Punch,  Francis  W. 

75 

Apr. 

21 

Jones,  William  Ralph 

55 

Apr. 

21 

Templeman,  Violet 

94 

Apr. 

22 

Smack,  Frances  B. 

85 

Apr. 

24 

Landry,  Simon  Peter 

96 

Apr. 

28 

Harris,  Mary  Josephine 

102 

234 
128 
123 


May  1  Cormier,  Henry  Joseph  71 

May  6  Piecewicz,  Stanley  John  72 

May  7  Brown,  Veronica  Sheila  72 

May  1 1  Kinney,  Patricia  E.  59 

May  11  O'NeUl,  Katherine  92 

May  16  Michalowicz,  Louisa  22 

May  19  Volpicelli,  Margaret  Olga  76 

May  20  Lachowski,  Edward  83 

May  23  Banfield,  Leona  Maude  90 

May  23  Chipman,  William  L.  76 

May  24  Brooks,  Carol  48 

May  24  McDowell,  Wilhelmina  Hoefinan  85 

May  24  Sayles,  Gladys  Kinloch  81 

May  26  ToUey,  Robert  E.  64 

May  29  Bergin,  Charles  Edward  62 

May  31  Christofferson,  Jessie  E.  89 

June  2  Mann,  James  Francis  67 

June  7  Hebenstreit,  William  Lawrence  67 

June  8  Mazzeo,  Doris  A.  72 

June  14  Pike,  Idolize  Roderick  90 

June  18  Harrington,  Jason  G.  12 

June  19  Dale,  Stanley  Emerson  67 

June  19  Naumann,  Alfred  William  95 

June  26  Smith,  Marie  Tiemann  78 

July  1  Tabaczynski,  Casimir  W.  83 

July  2  Wilkalis,  Eliza  M.  78 

July  6  Jarvinen,  Laida  Lahti  91 

July  7  Hedstrom,  Ruth  Elise  80 

July  9  Callahan,  Mary  Lee  48 

July  14  Marshall,  Edward  J.  90 

July  15  Rabold,  Freda  Faye  78 

July  16  Mongstad,01a  88 

July  28  Peluso,  Joseph  73 

July  31  Annis,  George  S,  79 

July  31  Cronin,  Julia  Mae  80 

Aug.  7  Firth,  Richard  Alton  79 

Aug.  7  Hannon,  Margaret  91 

Aug.  7  Keplinger,  Agnes  L.  77 

Aug.  21  Ammendolia,  Florence  E.  81 

Aug.  23  Englund,  Svea  E.  91 

Aug.  25  Conley,GoldaMuir  72 

Aug.  28  Cole.  Julia  82 
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Sept.    5  Brockington,  Jr.,  Baron  P.  21 

SepL    6  Hill,  Robert  Kenneth  46 

Sept.    8  Glover,  Charles  E.  94 

Sept.  10  Snyder.  Edward  H.  71 

Sept.  10  Terris,  Ruth  A.  85 

Sept  13  Salinis,  Charles  A.  67 

SepL  17  Harron,  Helen  MUler  93 

Sept  21  Milligan,  Alan  E.  61 

Oct     1  Tran,VinhV.  79 

Oct   11  Fujiyoshi,  Nonnan  A.  54 

Oct   11  Morrow,  Everett  O.  64 

Oct   15  Larrabee,  Margaret  90 

Oct   15  Silver,  Agnes  Victoria  86 

Oct   15  Smith,  Early  Frank  83 

Oct   16  Perkins,  Edgar  A.  78 

Oct  20  Foote,  Frederick  Maurice  68 

Oct  24  Sears,  Rosamond  82 

Oct  27  Wilkins,  Roscoe  F.  90 

Oct  30  Choate,  IsabeUaC.  77 


Nov. 

2 

Kaag,  Gretchen 

88 

Nov. 

5 

Mara,  Natalie  Lou 

72 

Nov. 

7 

Harris,  Marion  F. 

77 

Nov. 

9 

Foley,  Katherine 

76 

Nov. 

10 

Murdough,  Edwin  B. 

94 

Nov. 

14 

Nadeau,  Lionel 

72 

Nov. 

17 

Clapp,  Robert  Edward 

71 

Nov. 

19 

Eriksen,  Ralph  T. 

96 

Nov. 

28 

Calkins,  June  W. 

69 

Nov. 

28 

GiUette,  Ruth  0. 

96 

Nov. 

30 

Johnston,  Janet  Marie 

58 

Dec. 

10 

Dee,  Mary  Emma 

92 

Dec. 

12 

Bilodeau,  Henry  Laurence 

93 

Dec. 

13 

Hedlund,  Jr.,  Carl  1. 

63 

Dec. 

22 

Cabral,  Isabelle  Irene 

74 

Dec. 

23 

Driscoll,  Marion  F. 

93 

Dec. 

27 

Murray,  Louise 

89 

Dec. 

30 

Antonelli,  Margaret  C. 

95 

Dec. 

31 

Eldridge,  Svea  G.  N. 

85 

RECORD  OF  DEMOCRATIC  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  HELD  MARCH  10, 1992 


Whole  Number  Of  Ballots  Cast 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks 

Ralph  Nader 

Lyndon  H.  La  Rouche 

Jerry  Brown 

Tom  Harkin 

Larry  Agran 

Paul  Tsongas 

Eugene  Mc  Carthy 

Bill  Clinton 

Robert  Kerrey 

No  Preference 

Scattered  Write-ins 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN 

Blanks 

Robert  A.  Duran 
Scattered  Write-ins 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks 

Virginia  M.  Allan 
Scattered  Write-ins 


PCT 1  PCT  2  PCT 

554  707  699 

2  0  6 
11  14  15 

0  1  2 
79  77  95 

3  3  3 

2  0  2 
415  571  534 

1  0  2 
35  31  29 

1  1  3 

3  5  2 

2  4  6 

225  250  266 

320  455  430 

9  2  3 

222  288  285 

325  417  411 

7  2  3 


PCT  4  PCT  5  TOTALS 


538  559  3,057 

1  1  10 

12  11  63 

0  0  3 

76  86  413 

0  1  10 

1  1  6 
412  423  2,355 

3  0  6 

27  32  154 

2  1  8 
1  1  12 

3  2  17 

202  221  1,164 

331  335  1,871 

5  3  22 

215  230  1,240 

320  326  1,799 

3  3  18 


49 


PCT  1 

PPT  2 

PCT  1 

PPT  4 

PPT  S 

TOWN  rOMMTTTFF 

16  07^ 

1  ^  699 

11  071 

19  784 

fSi  17S 

970 

989 

99S 

990 

1  919 

Jir  1 

958 

961 

1  491 
I, 'tit  J 

T'V^niilH  T  Pcicilr 

L/VlllolU  J.  looUW 

9  SO 

940 

1  1A4 

940 

948 

1  114 

T  inHf)  A  Oniiclrn 

940 

9'^8 

ZJ70 

1  147 

VrLaXy  /\.   W  ClCii 

941 

1  179 

JJJ0 

9SS 

zj  J 

1  4A4 

rioXllwi  Ix.  lVilllL6 

'^19 
J  lit 

'^IQ 

9S0 

1  181 

William  M  Hill 

TV  ililolll  iVl.  iTlil 

1  lis 

Tr\hn  P*  OrmcVw* 

it  1 J 

■^76 

•^72 
J  1*1 

987 
zo  / 

1  61S 

William  C  Miillin 

399 

9S1 

959 

1  409 

269 

354 

355 

274 

262 

1  514 

242 

305 

313 

247 

253 

1  160 

Rnlvrt  T-T  Picpnorpin 

303 

301 

236 

245 

1  116 

T-TpIpti  Riitlpflop 

242 

311 

313 

247 

245 

1  158 

RnHprt  Pprrtirii 

Dxrr 

945 

949 

1  1S6 

ICpnf  WprQf 

IVl 

316 

304 

237 

1  127 

478 

4A8 
•too 

'^67 

J  J  1 

9  010 

946 

991 

296 

9'^9 

9'^9 

1  999 

9'^8 

A.  JO 

904 

910 

9'17 

1  110 

94/; 

"^94 

9S7 

94"^ 

1  100 

v,yy\j 

998 

9'^6 

9'^8 

1  117 

Pa  tri    a  A  Pr*r\l 

940 

988 
^00 

208 

9'^9 

949 

1  107 

996 

310 

7'KQ 

998 

1  104 

Mariorie  Tavlor  Dp  Master 

241 

299 

314 

244 

240 

1,338 

K^ipHiipl  A  r^ii77r* 

949 

'^18 

344 

950 

9S9 
it  Jit 

1  406 

Lynn  Courtney-Knights 

247 

338 

336 

266 

161 

1,454 

Elise  M.  Miller 

240 

303 

314 

251 

251 

1,359 

Scattered  Write-ins 

23 

8 

2 

8 

15 

56 

RECORD  OF  REPUBLICAN  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  HELD  MARCH  10, 1992 

PCTl 

PCT  2 

PCT  3 

PCT  4 

PCT  5 

TOTALS 

Whole  Number  Of  Ballots  Cast 

223 

368 

313 

221 

187 

1  119 
1 ,  J  iz 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Patrick  J.  Buchanan 

54 

89 

80 

55 

50 

328 

David  Duke 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Q 

y 

George  Bush 

153 

265 

215 

155 

126 

914 

No  Preference 

7 

8 

11 

7 

8 

41 

Scattered  Write-ins 

6 

2 

7 

1 

2 

18 

STATE  COMMIFTEE  MAN 

Blanks 

53 

96 

67 

60 

47 

323 

William  C.  Sawyer 

166 

267 

240 

156 

138 

967 

Scattered  Write-ins 

4 

5 

6 

5 

2 

99 
itit 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks 

72 

118 

94 

75 

59 

418 

Catherine  A.  Berry  Ghent 

149 

247 

216 

143 

127 

882 

Scattered  Write-ins 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

12 

50 


PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTALS 

TOWN  COMMITTEE 

Blanks 

5,153 

8,524 

6,977 

5,138 

4,397 

30,189 

Group 

118 

191 

177 

116 

95 

697 

Katherine  A.  Arnold 

130 

209 

198 

129 

103 

769 

Karey  D.  Brown 

129 

203 

185 

125 

102 

744 

Frederick  H.  Bubier 

127 

218 

206 

124 

110 

785 

Janet  A.  Bubier 

130 

225 

201 

123 

106 

785 

E.  Wilson  Bursaw 

134 

241 

207 

139 

120 

841 

Nancy  B.  Bursaw 

137 

232 

204 

138 

111 

822 

Rita  Leys  Dolan 

133 

214 

189 

130 

105 

771 

Craig  M.  Fingerman 

136 

211 

195 

131 

105 

778 

Donald  D.  Hodges 

131 

202 

186 

120 

100 

739 

Donnie  L.  Godges 

128 

198 

184 

121 

99 

730 

Horace  Hodges 

128 

200 

183 

119 

98 

728 

John  H.  Loring 

154 

272 

248 

157 

133 

964 

Tatiana  F.  Loring 

134 

229 

221 

136 

109 

829 

Patience  MacPherson 

134 

231 

198 

136 

106 

805 

John  G.  Sabbey 

128 

198 

192 

122 

98 

738 

William  C.  Sawyer 

137 

245 

219 

141 

114 

856 

John  T.  Teduits 

129 

205 

192 

129 

105 

760 

Norman  R.  Veenstra 

136 

217 

197 

130 

111 

791 

vjcorge  t.  w  iitsee 

izo 

1 0S 

1  n< 

HI 

Jean  B.  Wiltsee 

127 

201 

183 

122 

104 

131 

Scattered  Write-ins 

4 

7 

6 

1 

4 

22 

RECORD  OF  INDEPENDENT  VOTERS  PARTY  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  HELD  MARCH  10, 1992 

PCTl 

PCTl 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTALS 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

0 

4 

3 

0 

5 

12 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Robert  J.  Smith 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erik  Thompson 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Howard  Phillips 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Earl  F.  Dodge 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

J.  Quinn  Brisben 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Michael  S.  Le  Vinson 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

BoGritz 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

7 

No  Preference 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scattered  Write-ins 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN 

Blanks 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

8 

Leonard  J.  Umina 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Scattered  Write-ins 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks 

0 

4 

5 

0 

3 

12 

Scattered  Write-ins 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOWN  COMMITTEE 

Blanks 

0 

4 

5 

0 

3 

12 

Scattered  Write-ins 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  total  vote  for  the  presidential  preferential  primary  held  March  10, 1992  was  12  Independent  voters  party,  1312  Republican  party, 
and  3057  Democratic  party.  Total  vote  =  4381. 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION  HELD  MARCH  31, 19W 


I^I  1 

rv^  1  4 

1  5 

1  (Jl  ALia 

WDOIC  INUniDCr  Ol  t>31I0lS  l^dSl 

/zO 

/KG 

97ni 
z/Ui 

MODERATOR 

cc 

J  J 

119 

1 IZ 

190 

1Z7 

ftl 
Ol 

7a 

41  s 

LyVllloiU  IViaCIVCIlAlw 

ft7S 
o  /o 

9  9ft9 
z,zoz 

OCallClCu  TVIllC*llla 

1 
1 

1 

1 

0 
yj 

1 

1 

/I 

CI 

Jl 

9ni 

9nn 
zuu 

imj 

1 17 

711 
/  Jl 

NonnBn  D.  Lake 

1  A< 

140 

/111 

z4o 

OA/I 

zU4 

1  /lOT 

James  F.  Burke 

34 

64 

54 

45 

53 

250 

Craig  M.  Fingerman 

110 

268 

261 

147 

173 

959 

Thomas  A.  Mackey 

oi 

izi 

19il 
iz4 

on 
yu 

77 

Al^ 
4/ J 

William  y^.  iviuiim 

1  <fi 

1  JO 

409 

iin 
41  / 

949 
Z4Z 

1  ^^7 

OLallcicU  wrilc~iUa 

z 

1 
1 

n 
u 

n 
u 

n 

■a 

cpfTODI  rriMM  I'I"I'FF 

fin 

J/ 

JJ 

997 
zz/ 

v^diui  ivi.  iviatKcy 

JO 

1 19 
1  jZ 

131 

lyj't 

Ol 

yj 

^Ifi 

JJO 

l^UTl^lupUcr  o.  IVlL/\lUUIi 

jl 

JO 

9ft 
ZO 

1Q 

ly 

1^7 

VjI 

Charles  S.  Robidoux 

/o 

oU 

<1 

9Q7 
Zoz 

Richard  "Rick"  Sawyer 

169 

512 

438 

275 

249 

1,643 

WiUiam  F.  Weeks 

42 

126 

151 

105 

101 

525 

Trico»>Ki  D  Will 

JOSepD  r.  will 

LI 

11 

yz 

J  / 

Z04 

/\iice  iviicici  Williams 

1  Ql 

jJo 

98S 
Zoj 

inn 

1  7fti4 
1,  /O^ 

Q/*ottAfAH  \A/f^fA  Trie 

1 
1 

1 
1 

n 

n 

n 
u 

9 
z 

TRUSTEE  OF  THE  MEMORUL  LffiRARY 

oo 

1  ^7 

1 J  / 

iftfi 
lOo 

107 

117 
11/ 

ftl  ^ 

Ol  J 

ft'^l 
Oj  1 

JJO 

3  JZ 

19S 

JZJ 

9  089 

oLdiicrcu  wnic-ins 

o 
u 

■a 

U 

1 
1 

4 

TRUSTEE  OF  THE  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

(TO  FILL  A  VACANCY  - 1  YEAR) 

DianKS 

/  / 

zUz 

1  /z 

luy 

1  99 
IZZ 

ft99 
DoZ 

Robert  V.  Ferrara 

JOO 

jj4 

3zl 

zUlO 

Scattered  Write-ins 

Z 

1 

u 

v 

n 
U 

J 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

/o 

101 

lift 

1  lO 

111 

700 

Jean  B.  Schoch 

206 

595 

535 

343 

310 

1.989 

Scattered  Write-ins 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

QUESTION  NO.  1: 

Shall  the  Acton  Town  Charter  be  amended  by  changing  the  name  of  the  Handicapped  Commission  to  Commission  on  Disability? 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

26 

60 

48 

32 

34 

200 

Yes 

231 

665 

606 

374 

363 

2.239 

No 

25 

66 

72 

53 

46 

262 

52 


QUESTION  NO.  2: 

Shall  the  Town  of  Acton  instruct  our  Representative,  Chester  G.  Atkins,  and  our  Senators,  Edward  M.  Kennedy  and  John  F.  Kerry, 
to  take  all  suitable  measures: 

1 .  To  enact  reductions  in  military  expenditures  of  at  least  fifty  percent  (50%)  by  the  1996  budget  year. 

2.  To  provide  assistance  to  communities  and  employers  to  convert  frcwn  military  to  peace-time  production;  and 

3.  To  reallocate  funds  from  military  uses  to  meet  domestic  needs  such  as  health  care,  education  and  environmental  protection, 
and  to  reduce  the  federal  deficit? 


PCTl 

PCX  2 

PCX  3 

PCX  4 

PCX  5 

XOXAL 

Blanks 

30 

66 

63 

55 

41 

255 

Yes 

170 

465 

442 

278 

280 

1635 

No 

82 

260 

221 

126 

122 

811 

RECORD  OF  DEMOCRAXIC  SXAXE  PRIMARY  HELD  SEPXEMBER  15, 1992 

PCXl  PCX  2  PCX  3  PCX  4  PCX  5  XOXALS 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast  398  614  525  426  416  2,379 
REPRESENXAXrVE  IN  CONGRESS  (1) 

Blanks  5  2  6  4  3  20 

Chester  G.  Atkins  212  375  319  272  238  1,416 

Martin  T.  Meehan  179  234  197  150  174  934 

Others  2  3  3  0  1  9 

COUNCILOR  (1) 

Blanks  123  213  150  134  116  736 

Robert  B.Kennedy  159  212  176  151  144  842 

Michael  J.  O'Halloran  115  187  197  141  148  788 

Others  1  2  2  0  8  13 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks  114  152  109  96  86  557 

Robert  A.  Durand  279  457  406  325  321  1,788 

Others  5  5  10  5  9  34 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks  69  104  90  57  74  394 

Pamela  P.  Resor  320  498  425  362  334  1,939 

Others  9  12  10  7  8  46 

SHERIFF  (1) 

Blanks  158  255  212  172  170  967 

John  P.  McGonigle  237  356  305  253  241  1,392 

Others  3  3  8  1  5  20 


53 


PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  (2) 

Blanks 

269 

454 

348 

299 

285 

1,655 

Edward  J.  Kennedy 

109 

126 

151 

103 

111 

600 

Thomas  J.  Larkin 

132 

208 

207 

157 

151 

855 

Leonard  H.  Colder 

107 

199 

165 

127 

125 

723 

Albert  J.  Onessimo 

19 

29 

26 

24 

25 

123 

Dennis  J.  Ready 

77 

104 

69 

60 

48 

358 

Adelle  Schwalbert 

79 

107 

82 

80 

81 

429 

Others 

4 

1 

2 

2 

6 

15 

RECORD  OF  REPUBLICAN  STATE  PRIMARY  HELD  SEPTEMBER  15, 1992 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

132 

220 

182 

143 

108 

785 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS  (1) 

Blanks 

2 

6 

4 

2 

1 

15 

Michael  G.  Cwiway 

43 

65 

44 

49 

32 

233 

Paul  W.  Cronin 

85 

146 

134 

92 

74 

531 

Others 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

6 

COUNCILOR  (1) 

Blanks 

39 

69 

46 

38 

20 

212 

Vincent  P.  McLaughlin 

92 

151 

135 

105 

88 

571 

Others 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks 

19 

38 

24 

32 

12 

125 

William  M.  Monnie 

113 

181 

156 

110 

94 

654 

Others 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks 

81 

146 

122 

91 

72 

512 

John  Loring 

32 

41 

36 

35 

27 

171 

Others 

19 

33 

24 

17 

9 

102 

SHERIFF  (1) 

Blanks 

24 

46 

33 

24 

15 

142 

Gary  Buxton 

51 

87 

77 

57 

43 

315 

Michael  J.  Dever 

35 

54 

50 

38 

36 

213 

Vincent  Lawrence  Dixon 

21 

32 

21 

24 

14 

112 

Others 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  (2) 

Blanks 

107 

190 

156 

120 

85 

658 

Anthony  F.  Ranieri 

30 

54 

31 

31 

19 

165 

James  P.  Regan 

69 

116 

88 

66 

57 

396 

Edward  L.  Weinberg 

58 

80 

86 

69 

54 

347 

Others 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

4 

54 


RECORD  OF  INDEPENDENT  VOTERS  PARTY  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  HELD  SEPTEMBER  15,  1992 


Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS  (1) 

Blanks 

Others 


PCTl 
2 


PCTl 
7 


PCT3 
1 


PCT4 
2 


PCT  5  TOTALS 


12 


COUNCILOR  (1) 

Blanks  2 

Others  0 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks  4 

Others  0 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 

Blanks  0 

Donald  MacMaster  4 

Others  0 

SHERIFF  (1) 

Blanks  2 

Others  0 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  (2) 

Blanks  4 

Others  0 


14 
0 


4 

0 


11 
1 


10 
2 


12 
0 


24 
0 


The  total  vote  for  the  State  Primary  held  September  15, 1992  was  2,379  Democratic  Party,  785  for  the  Republican  Party  and  12  for  the 
Independent  Voters  Party. 

The  total  vote  for  the  State  Primary  was  3,176. 


RECORD  OF  STATE  ELECTION  HELD  NOVEMBER  3, 1992 


PCTl 

PCT  2 

PCT  3 

PCT  4 

PCT  5 

TOTALS 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

2,141 

2,329 

2,180 

1,898 

1,845 

10,393 

ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT  (1) 

Blanks 

10 

10 

12 

16 

7 

55 

Bush  and  Quayle 

628 

777 

606 

564 

561 

3,136 

Clinton  and  Gore 

1,022 

1,083 

1,089 

893 

893 

4,980 

Fulani  and  Munoz 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Hagelin  and  Tompkins 

3 

1 

2 

2 

0 

8 

LaRouche,  Jr.  and  Bevel 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Marrou  and  Lord 

7 

3 

8 

5 

9 

32 

Perot  and  Stockdale 

459 

448 

459 

409 

367 

2,142 

Phillips  and  Knight,  Jr. 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1 

6 

Paul  Tsongas 

9 

4 

2 

3 

2 

20 

Scattered  Write-ins 

2 

2 

1 

0 

4 

9 

55 


PCTl 

PCTl 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS  (1) 

Blanks 

133 

121 

141 

137 

115 

647 

Paul  W.  Cronin  (R) 

865 

1,026 

864 

735 

732 

4,222 

Martin  T.  Meeban  (D) 

972 

1,042 

1,002 

862 

847 

4,725 

David  E.  Coleman  (U) 

31 

25 

31 

24 

26 

137 

ividry  J,  r^dniiciii  yi) 

llO 

Chester  Atkins 

4 

8 

2 

2 

7 

23 

Scattered  Write-ins 

4 

1 

3 

0 

2 

10 

COUNCILOR  (1) 

Blanks 

308 

329 

335 

283 

276 

1,531 

QSIA 

OJJ 

olo 

Vincent  P.  McLaughlin  (R) 

801 

1,042 

856 

762 

749 

4,210 

Scattered  Write-ins 

4 

1 

5 

0 

2 

12 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  (1) 
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COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  (2) 
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James  P.  Regan  (R) 
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QUESTION  1: 

Do  you  approve  of  a  law  summarized  below,  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives  before 
May  6. 1992? 

SUMMARY: 

This  proposed  law  would  establish  a  Health  Protection  Fund  to  pay  for  health  programs  related  to  tobacco  use,  including 
distribution  of  information  about  tobacco  use,  to  be  financed  by  a  new  excise  tax  on  cigarettes  and  smokeless  tobacco.  The  Health 
Protection  Fund  would  be  used,  subject  to  appropriation  by  the  state  Legislature,  to  supplement  existing  funding  for  the  following 
purposes:  school  health  education  programs  including  information  about  the  hazards  of  tobacco  use.  smoking  prevention  and  smoking 
cessation  programs  in  the  workplace  and  community,  tobacco-related  public  service  advertising;  drug  education  programs;  support  of 
prenatal  and  maternal  care  at  community  health  centers  which  provide  programs  on  smoking  cessation  and  information  on  the  harmful 
effects  of  smoking;  and  monitoring  by  the  state  Department  of  Public  Health  of  illness  and  death  associated  with  tobacco. 
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I The  proposed  law  would  establish  a  new  excise  tax  of  one  and  one-quarter  per  cigarette  (twenty-five  cents  per  pack  of  20)  and 
twenty-five  percent  of  wholesale  price  of  smokeless  tobacco.  This  excise  would  be  in  addition  to  excise  already  imposed  on  cigarettes 
I  and  smokeless  tobacco.  The  new  excise  would  be  collected  by  the  state  Department  of  Revenue  under  the  same  procedures  that  ^ply 
to  the  existing  tobacco  excise. 

The  proposed  law  would  direct  the  State  Comptroller  to  report  annually  on  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  Health  Protection 
Fund.  The  proposed  law  states  that  if  any  of  its  provisions  were  found  invalid,  the  other  provisions  would  remain  in  effect.  The  proposed 
law  would  go  into  effect  on  January  1, 1993. 
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QUESXION  2: 

Do  you  approve  of  a  law  summarized  below,  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives  before 
May  6, 1992? 

SUMMARY: 

This  proposed  law  would  require  certain  banks,  insurance  cc«npanies  and  publicly-traded  corporations  to  file  annual  reports  with 
the  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State  listing  information  from  their  state  tax  returns,  including  profit,  income,  corporate  income  tax  due, 
deductions,  exemptions  and  credits.  These  reports  would  be  made  public.  This  provision  would  apply  only  to  those  banks,  insurance 
companies  and  publicly-traded  corporations  required  by  federal  and  other  Massachusetts  laws  to  disclose  information  concerning  their 
federal  tax  payments. 

The  pressed  law  would  also  require  the  annual  release  by  state  officials  of  a  detailed  analysis  of  certain  tax  expenditures  enacted 
or  changed  after  January  1 , 1998.  State  law  defines  a  tax  expenditure  as  an  exemption,  exclusion,  deduction,  or  credit  that  results  in  less 
corporate,  sales,  or  income  tax  revenue  for  the  state.  This  analysis  would  be  required  only  for  tax  expenditures  with  an  annual  revenue 
impact  of  $1,000,000  or  more.  The  analysis  would  include  information  on  the  actual  revenue  loss,  as  well  as  the  tax  expendititfe, 
according  to  income,  profit,  receipts  or  sales. 
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QUESXION  3: 

Do  you  approve  of  a  law  summarized  below,  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives  before 
May  6, 1992? 

SUMMARY: 

The  proposed  law  would  require  all  packaging  used  in  Massachusetts  on  or  after  July  1, 1996  to  be  reduced  in  size,  reusable,  or 
made  of  materials  that  have  been  or  could  be  recycled.  The  proposed  law  would  provide  for  exemptions  for  health,  safety,  and  other 
reasons  and  would  establish  penalties  for  violations. 

Packaging  would  have  to  be  either  reduced  in  size  by  at  least  25%  every  five  years;  or  designed  to  be  reusable  at  least  five  times, 
with  at  least  5  of  such  packaging  actually  being  reused;  or  recycled  at  a  50%  rate;  or  composed  of  25%  or  more  of  recycled  materials 
(increasing  to  35%  on  July  1,  1999  and  50%  on  July  1,  2002);  or  composed  of  materials  being  recycled  at  an  annual  rate  of  25% 
(increasing  to  35  %  in  1999  and  50%  in  2002).  The  requirements  would  apply  to  any  packaging  or  containers  used  to  protect,  store,  handle, 
transport,  display,  or  sell  products. 

These  requirments  would  not  be  applicable  to  tamper-resistant  or  tamper-evident  seals;  packaging  for  medication  or  medical 
devices;  packaging  merely  being  shipped  through  the  state;  packaging  required  by  federal  or  state  health  or  safety  laws  or  regulations; 
or  flexible  firm  packaging  necessary  to  prevent  food  from  spoiling. 
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The  State  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  could  also  grant  exemptions  for  packaging  that  represents  an  innovative  | 
approach  for  which  additional  time  is  needed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law;  or  packaging  made  of  material  that  cannot  be  reused  ' 
or  recycled,  and  cannot  be  made  of  recycled  material,  but  is  being  composted  at  a  significant  rate;  or  product  for  which  there  is  no  ' 
ccHnplying  packaging  and  for  which  compliance  with  the  law  would  impose  undue  hardship  (other  than  increased  cost)  on  Massachusetts  ' 
residents.  A  person  applying  for  an  exemption  would  pay  a  fee  to  be  used,  subject  to  legislative  appropriation,  to  pay  the  cost  of  ' 
administering  the  prqx)sed  law. 

The  Department  would  be  required  to  issue  regulations  to  carry  out  the  proposed  law  and  could  be  required  to  investigate  suspected  ' 
violations.  After  issuing  a  warning,  the  Department  could  assess  administrative  penalties  of  up  to  $  100  for  each  offense  and  up  to  $ 10,000  ' 
for  any  single  shipment  or  single  continuing  act  of  non-offense  and  up  to  $25,000  for  any  single  shipment  or  continuing  act  of  non-  ' 
ccMnpliance,  and  could  seek  a  court  order  requiring  compliance.  Each  non-cwnplying  piece  of  packaging  would  be  considered  a  separate 
offense  or  act  of  non-compliance. 


The  proposed  law  states  that  if  any  of  its  provisions  were  declared  invalid,  the  other  provisions  would  remain  in  effect. 
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QUESXION  4: 

Do  you  approve  of  a  law  summarized  below,  on  which  no  vote  was  taken  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives  before  ' 
May  6, 1992? 

SUMMARY:  \ 
This  proposed  law  would  impose  an  excise  tax  on  oil,  toxic  chemicals,  and  other  hazardous  substances,  and  would  direct  that  the  , 
money  raised,  along  with  the  fees  paid  by  hazardous  waste  transporters  and  specific  revenues  under  other  state  laws,  be  deposited  in 
the  State  Environmental  Challenge  Fund.  Money  in  the  Fund  would  be  used,  subject  to  legislative  appropriation  to  assess  and  clean  up 
sites  that  have  been  or  may  be  contaminated  by  oil  or  hazardous  materials,  and  to  carry  out  and  enforce  the  excise. 

As  of  July  1, 1993,  the  excise  would  apply  to  persons,  businesses,  and  other  entities  possessing  50,000  pounds  or  more  of  oil  and 
toxic  chemicals  covered  by  the  proposed  law.  Toxic  chemicals  would  be  covered  if  classified  as  toxic  by  the  Federal  Environmental 
Protection  Administration  (EPA)  under  federal  law.  As  of  July  1, 1994,  substances  listed  as  hazardous  by  the  EPA  under  federal  law 
would  also  become  subject  to  the  excise. 

Until  June  30,  1995,  the  excise  would  be  two-tenths  of  one  cent  (0.002)  per  pound.  In  later  years,  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Revenue  would  set  the  excise  rate  at  a  level,  not  to  exceed  two-tenths  of  one  cent  per  pound,  sufficient  to  yield  $35  million  annually 
in  1995  dollars.  j 

The  excise  would  not  apply  to  gasoline  or  other  special  engine  fuels,  jet  fuel  taxed  under  other  state  law,  numbers  1  or  2  fuel  oil, 
kerosene,  animal  or  vegetable  oil,  or  waste  oil  classified  as  hazardous  waste  under  other  state  law.  Not  would  the  excise  apply  to  oils, 
toxic  chemicals,  or  hazardous  substances  merely  being  shipped  through  Massachusetts;  or  contained  in  a  consumer  product  intended 
for  retail  sale;  or  p-esent  in  a  mixture  at  a  concentration  of  less  than  one  percent;  or  present  in  hazardous  waste  being  transported  by  a 
licensed  hazardous  waste  transporter  who  had  paid  ot  will  pay  a  transporter  fee  under  state  law;  or  for  which  the  excise  tax  has  already 
been  paid  under  the  proposed  law  and  which  have  not  been  reprocessed  or  recycled  since  payment  of  the  excise. 

The  excise  also  would  not  apply  to  oils,  toxic  chemicals,  or  hazardous  substances  that  are  possessed  by  individuals  for  personal; 
non-business  purposes;  ot  are  contained  in  vehicles  ot  vessels  intended  to  be  used  for  normal  purposes;  or  are  produced  in  Massachusetts 
as  a  by-product  of  pollution  control  equipment  or  the  clean-up  of  hazardous  materials  and  are  handled  in  compliance  with  federal  and 
state  environmental  laws.  Finally,  the  excise  would  not  apply  to  toxic  chemical  ot  hazardous  substances  in  a  manufactured  product  the 
^se  of  which  requires  a  specific  shape  or  design  as  which  does  not  release  toxic  substances  under  normal  use. 
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Under  the  proposed  law,  the  excise  would  ordinarily  be  collected  from  the  first  person  or  business  within  Massachusetts  to  come 
into  possession  of  materials  subject  to  the  tax.  If  that  person  or  business  had  not  paid  the  materials  subject  to  the  tax.  If  that  person  or 
business  had  not  paid  the  excise  a  later  possessor  could  be  required  to  pay  the  excise  and  could  then  recover  a  corresponding  amount 
from  the  first  possessor.  The  proposed  law  would  provide  credits  for  excises  paid  on  materials  that  become  ingredients  in  the  manufacture 
of  other  materials  subject  to  the  tax,  and  it  would  provide  credits  for  similar  excises  or  taxes  paid  to  other  states. 


Persons  possessing  more  than  25,000  pounds  of  materials  subject  to  the  excise  in  any  six-month  period  would  be  required  to  obtain 
a  license  from  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue.  The  Commissioner  could  issue  regulations  establishing  record-keeping  and  reporting 
requirements  for  persons  possessing  such  materials.  The  Commissioner  would  collect  the  excise  through  procedures  similar  to  those 
for  other  state  taxes  and  could  issue  regulations  to  implement  the  proposed  law. 

The  proposed  law  states  that  if  any  of  its  provisions  were  declared  invalid,  the  other  provisions  would  remain  in  effect. 
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Acton's  annual  town  meeting  was  convened  by  Town  Moderator,  Donald 
I  MacKenzie  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Audi- 
torium. After  welcoming  the  attendees,  Mr.  MacKenzie  introduced  Mr.  Norman 
Lake,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Sanford,  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  who  introduced  the  people  on  the  dais. 


ABSXRACX  OF  XHE  ANNUAL  XOWN  MEEXING 
HELD  APRIL  6, 1992 

Article  7* 
Article  8 


Before  taking  up  the  warrant  articles,  the  Moderator  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  Selectmen,  Town  Manager  and  Acton  citizens,  commended  46  residents  who 
had  served  on  the  Town  Boards  and  Committees  since  January  1, 1991. 

The  iiKxlerator  gave  a  brief  review  of  town  meeting  rules  and  practices. 
He  pointed  out  that  he  would  only  be  able  to  attend  this  initial  session  of  1992's 
town  meeting,  and  in  preparation  had  worked  with  Mr.  John  Loring  whom  he  felt 
would  be  an  excellent  temporary  moderator.  He  then  requested  nominations  from 
the  floor.  Mr.  Loring's  was  the  only  nomination  and  he  was  unanimously  voted 
temporary  nK>derator  for  the  1992  annual  town  meeting. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  proceeded  to  the  motion  under  Article  1,  which  passed 
unanimously.  The  Consent  Calendar  was  presented  by  the  moderator  next  (The 
motions  under  Consent  Calendar  are  acted  upon  as  a  unit  without  debate  and 
require  a  unanimous  or  2/3  vote). 

The  Consent  Calendar  articles  passed  unanimously  by  voice  vole  with  the 
exception  of  Article  26  which  was  held  for  consideration  in  its  normal  chronologi- 
cal order. 

1992  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT  ARTICLES 


ARTICLE 

ARTICLE  TITLE 

Axtick  1 

Choose  Town  Officers 

Article  2 

Hear  and  Accept  Reports 

Article  3* 

Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Budget 

Article  4* 

Nursing  Enterprise  Budget 

Article  5* 

Sq)tage  Ehsposal  Enterprise  Budget 

Article  6* 

NESWC  Enterprise  Budget 

Merriam  School  Enterprise  Budget 
Local  Deferral 

Article  9  Local  Deferral  Amortization 

Article  10  Omnibus  Budget 

Article  1 1  NESWC  Bond  Refinancing 

Article  12  Amend  Town  Bylaws  -  Disposal 

Article  13  Retirees'  Health  Care 

Article  14  Chapter  90  Highway  Reimbursement  Program 

Article  15  Self-funding  Progams 

Article  16  Zoning  -  Applicability  of  Zoning  Bylaw 

Article  17  Zoning  -  Parking  Requirements 

Article  18*  Zoning  -  Housekeeping  Amendment 

Article  19*'  Street  Acceptances 

Article  20*  Charter  Road  Sidewalk  Easement 

Article  21*  Acceptance  <rf  Local  Option- Setting  Local  Fees  by 

Local  Boards  and  Committees 

Article  22*  Amendment  to  Non-Criminal  Bylaw  -  Local  Historic 

District 

Article  23*  Amendment  to  Non-Criminal  Bylaw  -  Fire  Alarm 

Regulations 

Article  24*  Acceptance  <rf  MGL  Chapter  148,  Sections  26H  and 

261 

Article  25*  Unpaid  Bills 

Article  26*  Continuation  of  Previous  Appropriations 

Article  27  Budget  Transfer 

Article  28  Use  of  Funds  to  Reduce  Tax  Rate 

*Consent 
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II 


CONSENT  CALENDAR:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  take  up  the  14 
Articles  as  listed  in  the  c(»sent  calendar  on  pages  10  and  1 1  of  the  warrant 


Moderator  calls  individual  articles: 


ARTICLE 


MOTION 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $33,600  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  and  to 
raise  such  amount  $33,600  be  transferred  from  the  Council  on  Aging  Van 
Enterprise  Ftind. 

Nursing  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$37 1 ,750  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing  services,  and 
to  raise  such  amount  $37 1 ,750  be  transferred  from  the  Nursing  Enterprise 
Fund. 

Sq>tage  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$200,000  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$200,000  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

NES  WC  Enterprise  Fund :  Move  that  the  Town  appropriate  $  1 ,017,750 for 
the  pmrpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $1,017,750 
be  transferred  frcxn  the  SoUd  Waste  Disposal  Fund. 

Merriam  School  Enteqxise  Budget:  Move  that  the  Town  appropriate 
$  160,465  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  Schod,  and  that  the 
receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School  be  set  aside  as  a  separate 
fund  under  M.G.L,  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this  apprc^ation. 

Zoning  -  Housekeeping  Amendment:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

Street  Acceptances:  Move  that  the  Town  accept  as  public  ways  the  streets 
listed  in  the  Article,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  (^Selectmen  according  to  the 
plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  a(  Selectmen 
to  take  the  fee  or  easements  for  drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where 
shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the  Order  of  Layout 

Charter  Road  Sidewalk  Easement:  Move  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  as 
a  gift  from  Gerald  R.  and  Margery  E.  Burgess  of  86  Charter  Road 
easements  along  their  frontage  on  Charter  Road  for  sidewalk  and  drainage 
purposes. 

Acceptance  of  Local  Options  -  Setting  Local  Fees  by  Local  Boards  and 
Committees :  Move  that  the  Town  accept  Section  22F  Chapter  40  the 
General  Laws. 

Amendment  to  Non-Criminal  Bylaw  -  Local  Historic  District:  Move  that 
the  Town  Bylaws  be  amend  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 


ARTICLE  1  CHOOSE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  to  fix  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  fcdlows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  Town  Meeting  session 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chainnan  $750.00 

Qerk  $650.00 
Member  $650.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  fix  the  compensation  for 
elected  (dicers  as  shown  in  the  warrant 

Edward  Bennett  nominates  Frederick  Harris  as  Trustee  of  the  West 
Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1995. 

AUen  Nelson  nominates  Walter  Spraguc  as  Trustee  of  Acton's 
Fireman's  ReUef  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1995. 

Mabd  Grekula  nominates  Frances  Moretti  as  Trustee  of  Charlotte 
Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1995. 

Edwin  MiDer  nominates  Cornelia  Ruber  as  Trustee  oi  the  Elizabeth 
White  Fund,  term  to  eiqjire  in  1995. 

Edward  Qary  nominates  Madeline  Kaduboski  as  Trustee  of  the 
Citizen'sLibrary  Association  ofWest  Acton, termtoexpire  in  1994,  and  Frances  . 
Bissell  as  Trustee  d  the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to 
expire  in  1995. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  2  HEAR  AND  ACCEPT  REPORTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  reports,  and  to  hear  and  act  upon  the  report 
of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Town  Meeting  that  has  not  already 
reported,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TAVERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports 
of  the  various  Town  (dicers  and  boards  as  set  forth  in  the  1991  Town  Report  and 
that  the  Moderator  call  for  any  other  reports. 

There  were  no  other  reports. 


23  Amendment  to  Non-Criminal  Bylaw-  Fire  Alarm  Regulations:  Move  that 
the  Town  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

24  Acceptance  of  MGL  Chapter  148,  Sections  26H  and  261:  Move  that  the 
Town  accept  Sections  26H  and  261  of  the  General  Laws. 

25  Unpaid  Bills:  Move  that  no  action  be  taken. 

26  "HELD'  Unexpended  Money  Article:  Move  that  the  balance  of  the 
appropriation  under  the  articles  listed  not  lapse  pursuant  to  Section  6-5  of 
the  Town  Charter,  but  remain  open  until  the  appropriation  is  expended  or 
the  Town  Meeting  otherwise  votes. 


ARTICLES*  COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN  ENTERPRISE 

BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  $33,600,  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the 
estimated  receipts  from  the  van  service  to  meet  such  a{^opriation,  for  the 
(Hirpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $33,600.00  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  van  service,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $33,600.00  be  transferred  from 
the  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ARTICLE  4*  NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(M^rity  \oU  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  apfvopriate  from  available 
fuixls  $371,750,  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  nursing  services  to  meet  such  aftpropriation,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  nursing  services,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $371 ,750.00  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  public  health  nursing  services,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $371,750.00 
be  transferred  from  the  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  5*          SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $200,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  esti  mated 
receipts  from  Septage  DisfMssal  Fees  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the  purp>ose 
of  septage  disposal,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $200,000.00  for  the  purpose  of 
septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $200,000.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  6*  NESWC  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  $1,017,750.00,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  soUd  waste  disposal  fees  to  meet  a  (x>rtion  of  such  appropriation, 
for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  8  LOCAL  DEFERRAL 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  defer  for  Fiscal  Year  1993  the  amount  of 
local  teachers'  compensation  it  was  authorized  to  defer  for  Fiscal  Year  1992,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  defer  for  Fiscal  Year 
1993  the  amount  of  local  teachers'  compensation  it  was  authorized  to  defer  for 
Fiscal  Year  1992. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

AR'nCLE  9  LOCAL  DEFERRAL  AMORTIZATION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  amount  of  local  teachers' 
compensation  deferred  for  Fiscal  Year  1992  and  1993  to  be  paid  on  a  more  rapid 
schedule  than  that  required  by  Section  1  of  Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1991,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  amortize  the  amount  of 
local  teachers'  compensation  which  it  voted  to  defer  for  Fiscal  Years  1992  and 
1993  over  a  four  year  period  beginning  in  Fiscal  Year  1994. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  10          OMNIBUS  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  appropriations  for  expenditures  by  depart- 
ments, (tfficers,  boards,  and  committees  of  the  Town  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  the  tax  levy  or  by  transfer 
from  available  funds,  including  any  special  funds,  or  by  any  combination  of  these 
methods;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Move  that  the  Town  appropriate  $1,017,750.00  for  the  purpKtse  of  solid 
waste  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $  1 ,01 7,750.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Solid  Waste  Disposal  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  7*  MERRLAM  SCHOOL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $160,465.00,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the 
estimated  receipts  from  the  Merriam  School  rentals  to  meet  such  appropriation, 
for  the  purpose  maintaining  the  Merriam  School,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  appropriate  $  1 60,465.00  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  Merriam  School,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam 
School  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.,  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to 
meet  this  appropriatioiL 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  next  articles,  Mr.  Ralph  Sanford,  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  presented  an  overview  of  the  town's  financial  picture 
explaining  the  Coordinating  Conunittee  process  and  how  concensus  on  financial 
matters  was  achieved. 


MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  Budget  for  the  period  July 
1,  1992  to  June  30,  1993,  in  the  amount  of  $28,295,004.00  be  raised  and 
appropriated  in  its  entirety  as  follows;  except  that  $65,400.00  be  transferred  from 
Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  Cemetery  use,  and  that  $5, 192.30  be  transferred  from 
the  County  Dog  Fund  for  Ubrary  use,  and  that  $3,700.00  be  transferred  from 
Wetland  filing  fees  for  the  Conservation  Department  use,  and  that  $72,850.00  be 
transferred  from  School  Choice  Fund  for  the  Acton  Public  Schools. 

A.  Acton  Public  Schools  as  follows: 

Operating  expense  $9,1 02,000.00 

Out  of  State  travel  $5,500.00 
Blanchard  Auditorium  $41,793.00 

B.  Acton- Boxborough  Regional  School  District  as  fellows: 

Operating  exf>ense  $7,134,886.00 
Net  maturing  debt  &  interest  $420,575.00 

C.  Minuteman  Technical  School  District  $602,000.00 

D.  Municipal  Services  $10,988,250.00 

After  the  reading  of  the  motion  under  Article  10,  School  Committee 
members,  Patrick  Cataldo  and  Sally  Campbell  made  presentaticMis  on  the  local 
and  regional  schools  and  Norman  Lake,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
discussed  the  municipal  services. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Following  Article  10,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Perkins,  speaking  as  co-president  of 
the  League  o(  Women  Voters  of  Acton-Stow,  commended  the  Coordinating 
Comminee  for  excellence  in  maintaining  strong  lines  of  communication  and 
cooperation  between  the  School  and  Municipal  Departments. 

ARTICLE  1 1  NES  WC  BOND  REFINANCING 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  such  action 
as  may  be  requested  by  the  North  East  Solid  Waste  Committee  to  facilitate  the 
refunding  bonds  issued  to  finance  the  soUd  waste  resource  recovery  facility 
referred  to  in  the  Service  Agreement  between  the  Town  and  Massachusetts 
Refusetech,  Inc.  Included  without  limitation  is  the  substitution  of  Wheelabrator 
Technologies  Inc.  for  Allied-Signal  Inc.  as  the  guarantor  performance  under 
the  Service  Agreement  and  the  execution  and  deUvery  of  such  amendments  with 
the  North  East  Solid  Waste  Committee  as  the  Selectmen  shall  determine  neces- 
sary, and  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Town,  to  effect  such  refunding;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  take 
such  action  as  may  be  requested  by  the  North  East  Solid  Waste  Committee  to 
facilitate  the  refunding  of  bonds  issued  to  finance  the  soUd  waste  resource 
recovery  facility  referred  to  in  the  Service  Agreement  between  the  Town  and 
Massachusetts  Refusetech,  Inc.  including  without  limitation  the  substitution  of 
Wheelabrator  Technologies,  Inc.  for  Allied-Signal,  Inc.  as  the  guarantor  of 
performance  under  the  Service  Agreement  and  the  execution  and  delivery  cf  such 
amendments  to  the  Service  Agreement  and  other  agreements  with  the  North  East 
Solid  Waste  Committee  as  the  Selectmen  shall  determine  necessary  and  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  Town  to  effect  such  refunding. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  12  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  TOWN  BYLAWS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  H  of  the  Town  Bylaws 
(DispKJsal  Bylaw)  by  deleting  it  in  its  entirety,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  T  A  VERNIER  moves  to  amend  Section  H  of  the  Town 
Bylaws  (Disposal  Bylaw)  by  deleting  it  in  its  entirety.  Text  to  be  deleted  is  as 
follows: 

CHAPTER  H  ■  DISPOSAL  BYLAW 

"No  refuse  originating  from  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  Town's  refuse  disposal  facility.  Violators  this 
bylaw  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  to  exceed  $200.00.  Each  action  of  disposal  of 
refuse  shall  constitute  a  separate  violation  under  this  bylaw. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  13  RETIREES  HEALTH  CARE 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accef>t  Section  1 8  of  Chapter  32B  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  inserted  by  Sections  122  of  Chapter  138  of  the  Acts  of  1991 
relating  to  retirees  health  benefits;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  FANTON  moves  that  the  Town  accept  Section  1 8  of 
Chapter  32B,  of  the  General  Laws. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  14  CHAPTER  90  HIGHWAY  REIMBURSEMENT 

PROGRAM 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 
To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
fiinds  a  sum  of  money  for  highway  improvements  under  the  authority  of  Chapter 
90     the  General  Laws  and  any  other  applicable  law,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TAVERNIER  moves  that  the  Selectmen  are  autho- 
rized to  accept  highway  funds  from  all  sources,  including  the  $292,382.00 
allocated  under  Chapter  33  of  the  Acts  of  1 99 1 ,  which  are  hereby  appropriated  for 
highway  purposes. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  15  SELF-FUNDING  PROGRAMS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  pursuant  to  Section  5  3E  1/2  of  Chapter  44  of 
the  Genera]  Laws  to  establish  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic  District  Commis- 
sion and  the  Building  D^aitment,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  FANTON  moves  that  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic 
District  Commission  and  the  Building  Department  be  established  for  Fiscal  Year 
1993  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  summary  of  this  article 
as  follows: 

SUMMARY:  This  article  will  allow  the  Town  to  fully  fund  the  Historic 
District  Commission  and  the  Building  Department  inspectional  program  from 
the  receipts  that  each  program  produces.  This  article  removes  the  cost  of  these 
programs  from  the  tax  base. 


REVENUES 

EXPENSES 

Historic  District  Fees 

$1,200 

$1,200 

REVENUES 

EXPENSES 

Building  Department: 

Micrirfilm  Fees 

$4,000 

$4,000 

Electrical,  Plumbing  <& 

Gas  Permits 

$36,225 

$36,225 

Sign  License/Periodic  Inspect 

$6,000 

$6,000 

$46,225 

$46,225 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  16         APPLICABILITY  OF  ZONING  BYLAW 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  B  ylaw  as  follows: 
A.    Add  new  Section  1.4  as  follows: 

1.4  Applicability  -  All  LOTS  and  parcels  of  land  in  the  Town  of 
Acton  and  all  BUILDINGS.  STRUCTURES  and  other  improve- 
ments thereon  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations,  restrictions,  and 
requirements  established  in  this  Bylaw.  Except  when  specifically 
refeired  to  or  stated  otherwise,  this  Bylaw  shall  not  apply  to 
STREETS,  appurtenances  and  easements  thereto,  and  railroad 
right  of  ways. 

and  change  the  title  of  Section  I  to  "Authority.  Purpose,  Definitions  and 
Applicability". 


62 


B.     Delete  Section  2.3. 1  and  replace  with  new  Section  2.3. 1  as  follows: 


6.3.1.4    Nursing  Home 


One  space  for  each  three  beds. 


2.3.1  2^ning  district  boundaries  which  follow  STREETS  and  railroad 
right  of  ways  shall  be  deemed  to  coincide  with  the  sidelines 
thereof.  Zoning  district  boundaries  which  follow  water  courses 
shall  be  deemed  to  follow  the  mean  center  line  thereof. 

C.  Delete  the  first  sentence  in  Section  4. 1 .5.2  and  delete  the  first  sentence  in 
Section  4.1.7.5. 

D.  Delete  Section  7.3.3  and  replace  with  new  Section  7.3.3  as  follows: 

7.3.3  Any  SIGN  ERECTED  within  or  above  a  STREET  or  affixed  to 
pubUc  property,  except  for  permitted  EXTERIOR  SIGNS  above 
a  sidewalk  and  except  for  SIGNS  within  or  above  a  STREET  or 
affixed  to  public  property  for  which  written  approval  has  been 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  its  designee.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  may  adopt  and  from  time  to  time  amend  policies  and 
regulations  regarding  SIGNS  within  or  above  a  STREET  or 
afflxed  to  public  property. 

MOTION:  MR.  NIEMYSKI  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Town  Zoning  Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  17          PARKING  REQUIREMENTS  -  ZONING 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  6  -  Parking  Standards  as 
follows: 

A.  Delete  Sections  6. 1 .2, 6. 1 .6  and  6. 1 .7  in  their  entirety. 

B .  Delete  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  6.2  and  replace  with  new  paragraph  as 
follows: 

6.2  Geoeral  Provisions  -  Except  within  a  Major  AFFORDABLE 
Housing  Development  (Section  4.4),  a  PCRC  (Section  9)  and  a 
PUD  (Section  9A)  where  required  parking  may  be  provided  in  a 
flexible  configuration  within  the  TRACT  OF  LAND  comprising 
the  development,  and  except  as  provided  in  Section  6.4,  no 
BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  shall  be  located  upon  any  LOT  and 
no  activity  shall  be  conducted  upon  any  LOT  unless  off-STREET 
parking  facilities  are  provided  on  said  LOTin  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  this  Bylaw.Parking  facilities  shall  also  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural  Access 
Board 

and  renumber  Sections  6.2.2  through  6.2.4  as  Sections  6.2.1  through  6.2.3. 

C.  Delete  Section  6.3  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Section  6.3  as 
follows: 

6.3  Minimum  Parking  Space  Requirements  by  USE 
6.3.1  Schedule 


6.3.1.1  Dwelling 


Two  spaces  for  each  DWELLING  UNIT, 
except  for  an  Apartment  as  defined  in 
Section  3.3.2. 


6.3.1 .2      Home  Occupation      Three  spaces  and  where  non- 
residents are  employed  or  where  retail  sales  are  conducted  the  Board 
Appeals  shall  have  the  authority  under  Section  3.8.1.2  to  require  the  number 
of  parking  spaces  which  it  deems  to  be  adequate  and  reasonable. 

6.3.1.3    Educational  (not       One  space  for  each  employee  plus  one 
(including  space  for  each  classroom  plus  one  space 

auditorium)  for  each  four  students  above  grade  ten. 


6.3. 1.5  Child  Care  Facility    One  space  per  ten  (10)  children  of  rated 

capacity  of  the  child  care  facility  plus  one 
space  for  each  staff  p>erson  on  the  largest 
shift. 

6.3.1.6  Retail  Stores  not         One  Space  for  each  300  square  feet  off 
General  Services       NET  FLOOR  AREA 

Personal  Services; 
Studio;  Restaurant 
without  seating 

6.3.1.7  Financial; 
Convenience  Store 
Shopping  Center 
(two  or  more  retail 
stores) 


Three  spaces  per  1000  s.f.  of  NET 
FLOOR  AREA 


6.3. 1 .8    Furniture  Store 


6.3.1.9 


6.3.1.10 


6.3.1.11 


6.3.1.13 


6.3.1.14 


6.3.1.15 


Business; 

Professional  Office 

Restaurant  (not 
otherwise  listed); 
ReUgious;  Funeral 
Home;  Lodge  or 
Qub;  Other  Place 
of  Assembly 

Fast  Food 
Restaurants  with 
seating  but  no 
table  service 


One  space  per  600  s.f.  a(  NET  FLOOR 
AREA. 

One  space  for  each  250  square  feet  of 
NET  FLOOR  AREA 

One  space  for  each  three  seats. 


One  space  per  100  s.f.  of  NET  FLOOR 
AREA. 


6.3.1.12    Hotel,  Iim  or  Motel    One  sptace  for  each  bedroom. 


Building  Trade 
Shop 


Commercial 
Recreation; 
Amusement 


One  Space  for  eadi  1000  s.f.  of  NET 
FLOOR  AREA  or  one  space  per  employee 
on  the  largest  shift,  whichever  is  greater. 

One  space  per  four  seats  or  one  space  per 
200  s.f.  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA  or  one 
si>ace  per  4  persons  of  rated  capacity. 


facility;  Auditorium   whichever  is  greater. 


Motor  Vehicle 
Service  Station; 
Motor  Vehicle 
Repair  or  Body 
Shop;  Car  Wash 


Two  spaces  plus  three  spaces 
service  bay. 


each 


6.3.1.16    Industrial  One  space  for  each  2,000  s.f.  of  NET 

FLOOR  AREA  for  the  first  20.000.  s.f. 
plus  one  space  for  each  additional  10,000 
s.f.  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA,  or  one  space 
for  each  employee  on  the  largest  shift, 
whichever  is  greater. 

6.3.2  Handicapped  Parking  -  Handicapped  parking  spaces  as  required 
by  the  Massachusetts  Architectural  Access  Board  shall  be  pro- 
vided in  addition  to  the  parking  spaces  required  under  Section 
6.3.1. 

6.3.3  Comparable  USES  -  Where  a  USE  is  not  specifically  included  in 
Section  6.3.1,  it  is  intended  that  the  requirements  for  the  most 
nearly  comparable  USE  specified  shall  apply. 
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6.3.4  Mixed  USES  -  For  mixed  USES  the  total  number  of  required 
parking  spaces  shall  be  the  sum  of  parking  spaces  required  for 
each  individual  USE  as  listed  in  Section  6.3. 1 ,  except  where  it  can 
be  demonstrated  that  the  parking  need  for  the  USES  occurs  at 
different  times. 

6.3.5  Car/Van  Pools  -  In  conjunction  with  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit 
(Section  10.4)  or  within  a  PUD  (Section  9A)  the  Special  Permit 
Granting  Authority  may  authorize  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
required  parking  spaces  provided  that  an  effective  employee  car 
pool/van  pool  program  will  be  implemented  and  car  f>ool/van  pool 
spaces  are  designated. 

6.3.6  Reserve  Parking  -  In  conjunction  with  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit 
or  within  a  PUD,  the  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  may 
authorize  the  set-aside  of  part  of  the  required  number  of  parking 
spaces  as  "reserve  parking".  See  Sections  9A.7.S  and  10.4.4  for 
details. 

D.  Delete  Section  6.4  and  replace  with  new  Section  6.4  as  follows: 

6.4  Exception  in  ViOagc  Districts  -  In  the  Village  Districts  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  may  authorize  by  Special  Permit  an  off-STREET 
parking  facility  not  located  upon  the  same  LOT  with  the  associ- 
ated USE,  provided  said  ftarking  faciUty  lies  within  the  same 
Village  District  as  the  BUILDING  it  is  intended  to  serve. 

E.  Delete  Section  6.6  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Section  6.6  as 
follows: 

6.6  Standard  Parking  Dimensional  Regulations  -  Off-STREET 
parking  facilities  shall  he  laid  out  and  striped  in  compliance  with 
the  following  minimum  provisions. 

6.6. 1  Angle  Parking  -  Parking  spaces  may  be  laid  out  and  striped  at  any 
angle  to  the  centerline  of  the  Maneuvering  Aisle.  Independendy 
from  such  angle  every  parki  ng  space  shall  contain  a  rectangle  with 
a  minimum  width  of  8.S  feet  and  a  minimum  length  16  feet, 
shown  as  cross-hatched  rectangles  in  the  example  drawings. 

The  width  of  the  Maneuvering  Aisles  shall  be  dimensioned  as 
follows: 


Angle  of  Parking 

Spaces  to  Maneuvering  Aisle 


less  than 
larger  than 
larger  than 
larger  than 
larger  than 


30° 
30° 
45° 
60° 
75° 
90° 


Minimum  Width  of 
Maneuvering  Aisle 

1 2  feet  (one-way) 
14  feet  (one-way) 
1 8  feet  (one-way) 
20  feet  (one-way) 
22  feet  (one  way) 
24  feet  (one-way,  two-way) 


6.6.2  Parallel  Parking  -  Parallel  parking  spaces  shall  measure  at  least  8 
feet  in  width  and  20  feet  in  length,  as  shown  on  example  drawing. 
The  minimum  width  of  a  one-way  Maneuvering  Aisle  shall  be  14 
feet,  a  two-way  Maneuvering  Aisle  shall  be  18  feet 


MOTION:  MR.  HILL  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning , 
Bylaw,  as  set  forth  in  this  article  except  that  Parts  A,  E  and  F  are  herel^> 
eliminated. 


ARTICLE  18* 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

HOUSEKEEPING  AMENDMENT  -  ZONING 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw,  Section 
3,  by  amending  Section  aitd  Line  3.3.4  of  the  Table  of  Principid  Uses  to  add  the 
following  footnote  (2)  after  the  "N"  shown  in  the  N AV  and  EAV  columns  and  to 
re-number  the  footnotes  accordingly. 

(2)      Multifamily  dwellings  created  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
5.4  and  Section  5.5  shall  be  permitted. 

Move  that  the  2U»ing  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 
CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  19* 


STREET  ACCEPTANCES 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  public  ways  the  following  streets  or 
fKxtions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or 
easement  in  said  streets  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the 
Order  of  Layout: 

In  SOUTH  ACTON 
Station  Way  -  from  the  westerly  sideline    Central  Street  a  distance  of  275  feet, 
more  or  less  in  a  westerly  direction; 

In  the  STONEYMEADE  SUBDIVISION 
Stoneymeade  Way  -  from  the  easterly  sideline  of  Pope  Road  a  distance    355  feet, 
more  or  less,  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  3,368  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  loop  road, 
this  being  the  entire  road; 

In  the  COOK  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 
Ayer  Road  -  from  the  northerly  sideline  a[  Parker  Street  a  distance  of  490  feet, 
more  or  less,  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  northerly  sideline  of  a  95  foot  radius 
cul-de-sac  (including  the  cul-de-sac),  this  being  the  entire  road; 

In  the  COLONLVL  ACRES  lU  SUBDIVISION 
MacLeod  Lane  -  from  the  northerly  sideline  of  Willow  Street  a  distance  of  778 
feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  northerly  sideline  of  a  64.50  foot 
radius  cul-de-sac  (including  the  cul-de-sac),  this  being  the  entire  road. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  accept  as  public  ways  the  streets  listed  in  the  Article, 
as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  the  plans  on  file  with  the  Town 
Qerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purp>oses  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the 
Order  of  Layout. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


P.     Delete  Sections  6.7,  and  6.7. 1  in  their  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Section 
6.7  as  follows: 

6.7  In  conjunction  with  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  (Section  10.4)  or 
within  a  PUD  (Section  9A),  the  Special  Permit  Granting  Author- 
ity may  permit  a  reduction  in  the  width  and  length  of  parking 
spaces  and  in  the  width  of  Maneuvering  Aisles  for  off-STREET 
ftarking  faciUties  with  restricted  access,  such  as  f>osted  employee 
parking  facilities,  new  car  lots,  or  facilities  with  parking  atten- 
dants. 


ARTICLE  20»         CHARTER  ROAD  SIDEWALK  EASEMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Gerald  R.  and  Margery 
E.  Burgess  of  86  Charter  Road  easements  along  their  frontage  on  Charter  Road 
for  sidewalk  and  drainage  purposes,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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liRTICLE  21*         ACCEPTANCE  OF  LOCAL  OPTION  -  SETTING 
LOCAL  FEES 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Section  22F  of  Chapter  40  of  the 
General  Laws  relating  to  the  fixing  of  reasonable  fees  and  charges  for  licenses, 
permits,  certificates  and  other  services  by  the  Town;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  accept  Section  22F  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General 

Laws. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  22*        AMENDMENT  TO  NON-CRIMINAL  BYLAW  - 
LOCAL  HISTORIC  DISTRICT 
(M^ority  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  E45  of  the  Town  Bylaws 
(Non-Criminal  Disposition)  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Chapter  P,  Local  Historic  District  Bylaw;  Enforcing  Person  -  Building 
Commissioner  -  Fine  $25.00,  each  c^ense. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  23*        AMENDMENT  TO  NON-CRIMINAL  BYLAW 
FIRE  ALARM  REGULATIONS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  E4S  at  the  Town  Bylaws 
G^on-Criminal  Disposition)  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Chapter  E-Section  E44  -  Fire  Alarm  Rules  and  Regulations;  Enforcing 
Person  -  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief,  Fire  Department  -  Fine  $50.00,  each  offense. 

Move  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  24*        ACCEPTANCE  OF  MGL  CHAPTER  148, 
SECTIONS  26H  AND  261 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Sections  26H  and  261  d  Chapter 
148  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  requiring  automatic  sprinklers  in  boarding 
houses  and  other  multi  dwelling  units,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

The  following  article  was  "held"  when  presented  as  part  of  the  Consent 
Calendar. 

ARTICLE  26*         CONTINUATION  OF  PREVIOUS  APPROPRIA- 
TIONS (UNEXPENDED  MONEY  ARTICLE) 
(Minority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  extend,  transfer,  or  otherwise  take  action 
to  prevent  the  lapse  of  appropriations  previously  authorized,  pursuant  to  section 
6-5  of  the  Charter  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  or  to  transfer  or  close  out  any  such 
appropriations  which  are  no  longer  needed,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  under  the  articles 
listed  not  lapse  pursuant  to  Section  6-5  of  the  Town  Charter,  but  remain  open  until 
the  appropriation  is  ex(>ended  or  the  Town  Meeting  otherwise  votes. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  27  BUDGET  TRANSFER 

(M^ority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds 
appropriated  under  current  fiscal  year's  budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current 
fiscal  year,  or  make  any  other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budget  and 
appropriations  that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  no  action  be  Uken  on  this 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  2«         USE  OF  FUNDS  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  oi  free  cash  which  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1991,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  transfer  $  1 , 195,000.00 
from  Free  Cash  to  re^luce  the  Tax  Rate  for  Fiscal  Year  1993. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

AT  10.25  p.m.,  John  Loring  moved  to  dissolve  Acton's  1992  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


Move  that  the  Town  accept  Sections  26H  and  261  of  Chapter  148  ctf  the 
General  Laws. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  25*        UNPAID  BILLS 

(4/5  VoU  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  p>ay  unpaid  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


178  Persons  attended  this  town  meeting. 

Tellers  at  this  meeting  were  Anthony  AmmendoUa,  Isabella  Choate, 
Janice  Edry,  Craig  Fingerman,  Thomas  Geagan,  Carolyn  Gray,  Maurice  Joyal, 
Charles  Kadlec,  Carol  Lake,  Margaret  Lauzon,  John  Ormsbee,  Beatrice  Perkins, 
Cathy  Reich,  Catherine  Reich,  Paul  Poppert,  Loretta  Roscoe,  Judith  Snell, 
Lawrence  Story,  Norman  Veenstra,  and  Patricia  Ward.  William  Reich  -  Head 
TeUer. 


Move  that  no  action  be  taken. 
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EDUCATION  REPORTS 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


During  the  1991-92  school  year  all  students  in  grades  4, 8 
and  12  were  required  to  take  the  new  Massachusetts  Educati(» 
Assessment  Program  (MEAP)  tests.  This  was  a  new  test  in  that 
students  were  required  to  respond  in  writing  to  four  different 
"open-ended"  questions.  In  additicm  to  providing  the  usual  com- 
parative "scaled  scores,"  the  MEAP's  now  measure  students  on 
the  basis  of  proficiency  levels.  Using  that  new  measure,  the 
Acton  Public  Schools  placed  fourth  in  the  state  and  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  Schools  placed  sixth  in  the  state.  These 
were  very  strong  results  which  indicate  that  the  students  are  well- 
prepared  in  basic  context  knowledge  as  well  as  in  the  ability  to 
explain,  analyze  and  apply  acquired  knowledge.  In  addition  to 
maintaining  a  strong  competitive  position  in  the  academic  mis- 
sion, our  schools  continue  to  offer  a  wide  variety  of  enrichment 
opportunities  in  sports,  music,  drama  and  the  arts. 

ENROLLMENT 

The  elementary  school  enrolhnent  from  October  1, 1991, 
to  October  1, 1992,  increased  from  1836  to  2000  (+164).  TuiUon 
students  (now  "School  Choice")  have  increased  from  31  to  75 
(+44).  Kindergarten  enrolhnent  continues  to  increase  with  an 
additional  4  children  over  last  year's  class.  The  Junior  High 
school  enrollment  has  grown  from  599  to  610  (+1 1)  during  this 
period  with  an  increase  of  38  (25  to  63)  "Choice"  students.  The 
High  School  numbers  have  gone  from  1123  to  1200(+77)  with 
125  "Choice"  students.  The  High  School  numbers  have  gone 
from  1123  to  1200(+77)  with  125  "Choice"  students  up  from 
58(+67)  a  year  ago. 

PERSONNEL 

The  Acton  Public  and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
Schools  employed  more  new  professional  staff  for  the  1992-93 
school  year  than  for  any  one  school  year  during  the  last  ten  years. 
These  1 9  new  faculty  have  been  primarily  funded  through  School 
Choice  monies.  They  helped  keep  the  average  class  sixes  at  the 
same  level  as  the  year  before  even  though  the  enrolhnent  contin- 
ues to  increase  significantly.  A  large  number  of  staff  worked  on 
a  national  "America  2000"  grant  proposal.  Although  the  specific 
results  of  this  effc«t  are  uncertain  at  this  time,  many  positive 
connections  were  made  within  the  system  and  with  outside 
organizations  (e.g..  Tufts  University  School  of  Educaticxi).  An- 
other high  energy  center  has  been  a  group  of  faculty  developing 
the  concepts  for  a  New  Merriam  School,  which  has  to  be  partially 
reopened  because  of  the  expanding  elementary  enrolhnent.  K- 12 
teachers  are  continuing  to  work  with  a  consultant  on  learning 
styles.  Elementary  teachers  continue  i^ofessional  development 
activities  with  developmental  education,  cooperative  learning, 
critical  thinking,  leammg  styles,  along  with  other  in-service 


programs.  At  the  regional  level,  the  junior  high  school's  profes- 
sional development  "centered  teacher"  group  remains  very  ac- 
tive and  the  high  school  staff  is  focusing  on  interdisciplinary 
education.  Three  teachers  are  working  in  industrial  settings  as 
part  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  Extemship  Program. 

PUPIL  SERVICES 

The  following  reflect  activities  in  the  Pupil  Services  areas: 

•  The  High  School  Peer  CounseUng  Program  is  entering  its 
twelfth  year  of  existence  with  admission  into  the  program 
becoming  increasingly  cwnpetitive  and  sought  after  by 
high  school  students.  The  program  has  also  grown  steadily 
in  popularity  among  the  elementary  and  junior  high  school 
constituents  it  serves.  For  the  past  three  years  an  average  of 
80  high  school  students  per  year  have  indicated  an  initial 
interest  in  joining  the  i^^ogram.  From  this  number  30 
students  are  selected  to  enter  the  trainmg  program.  The 
concept  of  training  students  to  help  one  another  and,  in  the 
process,  feel  good  about  themselves,  seems  to  work  very 
well.  Inaeasingly,  elementary  students  are  looking  for  a 
friend,  an  older  student  who  consistently  spends  time  each 
week  with  them  and  reinforces  the  feeling  that  they,  in- 
deed, are  special.  At  the  junior  high  school  level,  the  type 
of  student  referred  for  peer  counseling  tends  to  have 
problems  relating  to  developmental  issues  of  adolescence, 
peer  group  difficulties  or  anxiety  about  entering  high 
school.  The  counseling  department  is  committed  to  explor- 
ing additional  ways  students  may  be  of  assistance  to  other 
students. 

•  During  the  past  year  the  Pupil  Services  Departments 
(Counseling,  Health,  Readmg,  Special  Education  and 
Speech  and  Language)  have  expanded  their  relationships 
with  area  universities.  Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  spe- 
ciahsts  provided  practicum  sites  and  reinforced  the  train- 
ing of  student  interns.  These  interns  have  been  enrolled  at 
Boston  University,  Boston  College,  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege, Lesley  College,  Simmons  College  and  Tufts  Univer- 
sity. 

•  Following  the  system-wide  professional  day,  "Meeting  the 
needs  of  All  S  tudents"  (October,  1 99 1),  staff  at  the  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  levels  continued  to  participate  in 
courses,  workshops  and  in-service  activities  that  focused 
on  integration  of  special  education  students  with  their 
peers.  Grants  have  funded  many  of  these  programs  includ- 
ing: a  SHS  Course  on  learning  styles  with  Kathleen  Butler; 
ccwisultants  on  specific  techniques  that  reinforce  success- 
ful integration  experiences  for  students  with  diverse  needs 
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(e.g.,  bearing,  impainnent,  behavioral  concerns,  attention 
deficits  and  othermedical  issues,  mobility  needs);  time  for 
program  planning  and  coordination  between  regular  and 
special  education  staff.  Special  Educators  and  Speech  and 
Language  Specialists  made  presentations  to  the  School 
Committees  describing  in  detail  the  parmerships  among 
regular  and  special  education  staff  Co-teaching  models, 
in-class  support  and  consultation  activities  represent  some 
of  these  collaborations. 

•  In  the  spring,  the  English  as  a  Second  Language  Depart- 
ment at  the  high  school  explored  the  possibility  of  starting 
a  new  adult  daytime  ESL  class  to  support  limited  English- 
speaking  parents  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  students.  This 
new  class  (meeting  twice  a  week  as  of  this  fall)  has  been 
funded  by  the  United  Way  of  Acton-Boxlxxough  via  The 
West  Acton  Citizens  Library.  With  a  focus  on  communica- 
tive skills,  this  class  helps  adults  learn  about  the  Acton 
conmiunity  and  the  public  schools  and  adjust  to  their  new 
life  here. 

FACULTY  EXTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 

The  Faculty  Extemship  Program  continued  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Arthur  Goodall  during  the  1991-92  school  year.  Anne 
Smith  from  McCarthy-Towne  School  wwked  at  MIT-Lincoln 
Lab  with  the  Machine  Intelligent  Technology  (jroup  (MITEC) 
and  the  MATH/SCIENCE  Enhanced  Manufacturing  Center. 
Fran  Boyle  from  R.J.  Grey  Junior  High  School  devel<^)ed  new 
texts  in  the  fields  of  chemistry  and  nutrition  as  part  of  a  team  in 
the  Science  School  Division  at  D.C.  Heath  and  Co.  Melany 
Appelle  took  her  expotise  in  the  special  needs  testing  area  to 
Educators  Publishing  Service,  Inc. 

An  outgrowth  of  the  Extemship  Program,  the  Acton  Public 
and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Schools  have  been  appointed 
the  "learning  provider"  for  a  program  of  basic  skills  development 
(a  Workplace  Education  Program)  for  workers  of  the  Haartz 
Corporation  in  the  areas  of  Language,  Arts,  Mathematics,  and 
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL).  The  program  is  made 
possible  by  a  grant  of  $1.2  million  made  available  under  the 
National  Workplace  Literacy  Program  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education. 

The  schools  have  been  selected  for  membership  on  the 
Steering  Conmiittee  of  Project  Bridge,  a  school-business  part- 
nership program.  As  such,  Polaroid  selected  our  schools  as  the 
first  participants  in  a  pilot  school  program  in  which  it  offered 
Total  Quality  Management(TQM)  training  to  members  of  the 
Administrative  Council  at  no  cost  to  the  school  system.  The  plan 
is  to  ultimately  offer  this  training  to  all  faculty  and  staff 

Our  school  system's  recent  effort  to  acquire  a  New  Ameri- 
can School  Development  Corporation  grant  created  a  dynamic 
parmersbip  among  such  entities  as  Tufts,  Polaroid,  Lincoln  Labs, 
and  The  Haartz  Corp.  Although  we  failed  to  acquire  a  grant,  the 


RFP  was  ranked  in  the  17th  percentile  of  the  686  proposals 
submitted.  We  are  preparing  to  seek  alternative  corporate  and 
foundation  funding  of  separate  modules  of  the  proposal. 

We  now  see  partnership  as  many-faceted  and  one  which 
includes  our  school  in  parmership  with  other  public  schools  of 
diverse  cultural  and  economic  mixes,  together  with  corpwations, 
higher  education,  social  service  agencies,  museums,  community 
service  learning,  religious  institutions  as  well  as  families  and 
individuals.  We  realize  that  the  new  parmership  paradigm  to 
emerge  from  the  interfacing  of  all  of  these  entities  will  lead  to  a 
new  synergy  for  re-examining  our  roles  as  teachers  and  learners 
in  a  continuously-changing  community. 

FACILmES  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

In  addition  to  normal  jvocedures,  the  fu-st  phase  of  the 
energy  project  -  the  conversion  of  boilers  from  oil  to  natural  gas, 
as  well  as  the  removal  of  underground  tanks  used  for  heating  oil 
-  was  completed.  The  second  phase  of  the  energy  project  was 
awarded  to  American  Energy  Management.  This  portion  of  the 
project,  which  dealt  with  expanding  the  capabilities  of  managing 
our  direct  digital  controls  for  heating  and  lighting,  was  completed 
in  early  October.The  school  districts  have  entered  into  two 
energy  conservation  projects  -  one  with  Boston  Edison;  the  other 
with  Boston  Gas.  Completion  of  both  projects  is  anticipated  by 
fall  of  1993. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DIS- 
TRICT SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TRANSPORTATION 

Acton-Boxbcwough  Special  Education  Transportation 
(CASE  West  Transportation)  is  in  its  sixth  year  of  operation 
serving  the  CASE  West  communities.  The  Regional  School 
District  continues  to  provide  a  cost-effective  quality  transporta- 
tion system  for  special  needs  students  in  the  Acton/Boxborough 
schools  and  the  CASE  West  communities  of  Boxborough, 
Harvard,  LitUeton,  Stow  and  the  Nashoba  Regional  School 
District.  The  School  District  and  the  Concord  Area  Special 
Education  Collaborative  have  been  innovative  in  establishing 
this  model  for  transportation  of  special  needs  students. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 

The  Acton  Summer  School  had  an  excellent  session  in 
1992.  An  enrollment  of 240  students  represented  a  29%  increase 
at  the  secondary  level  and  a  36%  increase  at  the  elementary  level 
over  1991.  Tuition  receipts  were  up  38%  -  the  highest  amount 
ever. 

While  many  students  continued  to  take  courses  for  reme- 
dial purposes,  close  to  57%  of  the  classes  were  elected  fw 
enrichment  purposes.  There  were  76  students,  or  32%  of  our 
enrollment,  frcwi  other  schools  districts.  The  new  Summer 
School  director  was  Niki  Veley. 
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THE  VISUAL  ARTS 

The  Visual  Arts  Department  participated  in  and  sponsored 
a  variety  of  exciting  events  this  past  year.  Students  had  an 
opportunity  to  work  with  visiting  artists,  attend  fine  art  museums, 
and  participate  in  an  impressive  K-12  arts  festival.  Throughout 
the  school  year  student  efforts  and  accomplishments  were  exhib- 
ited within  school  buildings,  the  system-wide  gallery,  and  the 
Acton  Memorial  Library.  Additional  emichment  opportunities 
provided  at  the  secondary  level  included  after-school  art  clubs, 
"Art  All  State,"  and  selective  acceptance  in  advanced  courses 
offered  at  Boston  University.  A  significant  number  of  secondary 
students  also  received  outstanding  recognition  in  the  highly 
competitive  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art  Award  Contest. 

CURRICULUM  AND  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT 

Another  successful  CASE  Collaborative  summer  program 
was  held  at  the  Douglas  School,  and  another  successful  collabo- 
ration between  the  Special  Education  Department  and  the  Com- 
munity Education  summer  recreation  program  was  imple- 
mented. 

•  Jill  Colpak,  Mary  B  eth  Fincke  and  Joyce  Koop  wOTked  on 
the  development  of  a  system  for  training  (M-ofessional 
librarians  to  run  the  automated  catalog  and  circulation 
system  and  a  procedure  manual  for  the  training  of  media 
assistants,  paid  clerical  help  and/or  volunteers. 

•  Katby  DeSisto  and  Susan  Heartlein  worked  on  a  project  to 
revise  the  junior  high  unit  entitled  "The  Ccxnmonwealth  of 
Independent  States,"  including  an  evaluation  of  materials 
and  resources. 

•  Rosemary  Dow  was  primary  proposer  for  a  project  to 
examine  the  present  level  2  and  level  1  mathematics 
curriculum  and  develop  a  revised  Hrst  quarter  curriculum 
that  will  allow  all  seventh  graders  the  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  their  ability  to  handle  an  approfxiate  level  pre- 
algebra  curriculum.  Larraine  Blacker,  Judith  McKendry 
and  Jean  MacE>onald  were  also  active  on  the  project 

•  At  the  senior  high  Sue  Ann  Thyng  developed  a  course 
outline  for  computer  graphics  and  unit  plans  for  a  semester 
course  to  be  implemented  this  fall. 

•  Judy  Singer,  Diane  O'Hare  and  Rosie  Goulet  worked  on  a 
project,  "Free  to  Be  You  and  Me,"  to  develop  a  format  for 
a  pilot  program  addressing  the  issues  of  cultural  and  racial 
harmony  in  elementary  schools  and  to  develop  a  curricu- 
lum for  use  during  Racial  Awareness  Month. 

•  John  Nacke  worked  on  a  science  R  &  D  to  select  texts  and 
supplies,  develop  lab  activities  and  arrange  contacts  in 
biotech  and  public  health  fields  to  implement  a  new  course 
to  begin  in  September,  1992. 


•  Anita  Dodson,  Rosie  Goulet,  Jennifer  Bixby,  Lynda 
Nicholson  and  Janet  Kennedy  completed  an  R  &  D  fw  the 
development  of  primary-level  curriculum  coordinated 
with  classroom  topics  for  ESL  students. 

•  Sandra  Wilenski,  Jennie  Brannen,  Su  Henry  and  Lisette 
Kaplowitz,  along  with  a  committee  of  teachers  and  assisted  i 
by  Kate  Camara  from  the  School  of  Education  at  Tufts, 
worked  on  the  development  of  a  New  Concept  School, 
including  philosophy,  structure  and  time  lines  for  planning 
and  implementation. 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Acton  Public  Schools  has  continued 
to  grow  (two  Kindergarten  classes  were  added  this  year)  and  is 
anticipated  to  increase  until  1995.  The  Use  of  Space  Committee 
met  throughout  the  school  year  and  recommended  the  re-opening 
of  the  Merriam  School  as  the  best  short-  and  long-term  solution 
to  the  school  system's  serious  space  problems.  The  U.S.C. 
reconunended  that  four  classrooms  to  used  for  the  1992-93 
school  year. 

All  four  elementary  schools-Conant,  Douglas,  Gates  and 
McCarthy-Towne-have  experienced  similar  highlights  this  past 
year.  Each  has: 

•  Continued  to  address  its  space  needs  for  the  coming  years. 

•  A  vital  parent  organization  (PTO,PTC,PAC,PTSO)that 
played  an  active  role  in  the  life  of  its  school.  These 
organizations  sponsored  numerous  assembly  programs 
that  enriched  their  school's  cultural  and  aesthetic  life  with 
musicians,  story  tellers,  and  other  performers.  The  parent 
groups  raised  funds  for  school-wide  projects,  provided 
volunteers  for  many  in-and-out-of-class  activities,  tasks 
and  services,  and  staffed  the  "Safe  Arrival"  hotlines.  The 
parent  groups  also  sponscM"ed  school  newsletters,  ice  cream 
socials  and  welcomed  newcomers  in  some  way. 

•  A  number  of  whole  school  events  such  as  an  orientation 
program  for  kindergarten  parents  and  children  as  the 
school  year  begins,  back-to-school  night  open  bouses  in 
the  fall,  and  a  Memorial  Day  Program  in  the  spring. 

•  A  faculty  who  had  students  use  computers  in  their  class- 
rooms as  well  as  at  the  Merriam  School  computer  lab. 
Computers  were  used  by  students  in  the  writing/compos- 
ing process  as  a  way  to  enrich  or  extend  learning  in  various 
curricular  areas  and  to  strengthen  their  learning  of  concepts 
and  i^actice  of  skills. 

•  A  faculty  who  encouraged  students  to  be  actors,  singers, 
and  musicians  in  a  variety  of  perftxmance  settings.  A  large 
number  of  students  in  grades  five  and  six  of  each  school 
participated  in  the  instrumental  band. 
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A  faculty  who  participated  in  professional  development 
through  one  or  mote  of  these  activities:  pursuing  formal 
course  work,  being  involved  in  system  wide  curriculum 
and  instruction  review  and  improvement  projects,  partici- 
pating in  the  system's  professional  development  day,  and 
attending  professional  conferences  and  workshops.  In  ad- 
diti(N),  many  faculty  in  each  school  wcx^ked  with  student 
teachers.  Through  their  actions,  the  faculty  again  showed 
that  they  are  truly  committed  to  the  concept  of  being  "life 
long  learners". 

Physical  education  Project  Challenge  (ak.a.  Project  Ad- 
venture) Program  throughout  the  grades  and  some  sort  of 
activity/field/games  day  in  the  spring. 

Enrolled  a  few  students  from  surrounding  conununities 
who  are  participating  in  the  School  Choice  Program. 

A  reception  or  event  of  some  sort  to  celebrate  and  honor  the 
parents  and  volunteers  who  assisted  each  school  during  the 
school  year. 

In  addition: 

A  successful  D.A.R.E.  Program  (Drug  Abuse  Resistance 
Education)  is  taught  in  4th  and  6th  grades  by  Jim  Cogan 
and  Todd  Fenniman,  Acton' s  youth  officers.  The  6th  grade 
program  is  funded  by  Acton  Rotary  Club. 

Two  competitive  grants  to  enhance  our  drug  and  alcohol 
education  programs  were  received. 

Gates  School  received  a  $1,500  grant  from  Litton  Indus- 
tries to  update  geography  materials. 

A  number  of  elementary  teachers  attended  the  National 
Science  Teachers  Association  annual  convention. 

A  number  of  teachers  participated  in  science  training 
courses  offered  through  MCET  (Mass  Corpwation  for 
Educational  Telecommunications).  These  interactive 
courses  involve  hands-on-science  workshops  taught  by 
experts  and  viewed  in  Acton  with  an  audio-link  for  partici- 
pating teachers. 

Second  grade  teachers  and  classes  participated  in  a  col- 
laborative teacher-training  and  student-involvement  pro- 
gram taught  by  the  Science  Discovery  Museum  in  Acton. 
This  project  was  funded  through  the  Lions  Club,  the  Jenks 
Fund  and  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Federal  Funds  for 
teacher  training  in  science  and  math. 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Junior  High  School 

Six  hundred  and  ten  students  were  enrolled  at  R.J.  Grey 
Junior  High  in  the  Fall  of  1992.  Of  this  number  there  were  35 
"School  Choice"  students  in  grade  7  and  26  in  grade  8.  In  its 
second  year  the  School  Choice  program  has  provided  parents  of 
surrounding  communities  the  oppcHtunity  to  enroll  their  children 
at  R.J.Grey.  This  program  will  be  continued  in  the  future  on  a 
space  available  basis. 

Success  in  the  classroom  was  evident.  Our  eighth  graders 
had  among  the  highest  scores  in  the  State  on  the  Mass.  Assess- 
ment Tests.  (These  tests,  designed  to  measure  the  effectiveness 
of  programs,  are  administered  to  all  fourth,  eighth  and  twelfth 
graders.)  Scores  in  math,  social  studies  and  science  were  all  well 
over  the  average  scores  in  the  State  and  similar  kinds  of  commu- 
nities. Another  indication  of  strong  academic  performance  was 
the  success  of  individual  students.  Over  half  the  student  body 
were  honored  last  spring  at  our  annual  honor  roll  assembly.  In 
addition  to  flne  performances  by  the  band  and  chorus,  students 
and  their  parents  could  reflect  on  the  remarks  by  the  principal 
speaker,  Nancy  Nizel,  Chairperson  of  the  English  Department, 
and  participate  in  the  reception  hosted  by  the  staff. 

On  the  sports  front,  this  past  year  our  athletic  teams  have 
been  particularly  successful,  with  both  the  field  hockey  and  the 
girls'  soccer  teams  emerging  as  league  champions.  Under  the 
direction  of  Coach  Brodce  Nichols,  the  girls'  soccer  team  was 
undefeated  while  Coach  Melinda  McClure' s  Field  Hockey  Team 
remains  undefeated  for  the  fourteenth  straight  season !  Qubs  and 
extra-curricular  activities  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  life 
of  the  school.  Students  produced  a  yearbook,  played  chess, 
participated  in  environmental  projects,  had  appreciation  days, 
decorated  the  school  with  art  work,  and  participated  in  the  major 
musical  production,  "Annie  Get  Your  Gun."  Another  important 
event  of  the  year  was  the  Foreign  Language  Week.  The  students 
enjoyed  speakers,  ethnic  foods  and  contests  that  focused  on 
differing  cultures.  Perhaps  the  highlight  of  the  week  was  the  visit 
of  Impete,  a  Massai  Warrior,  who  did  a  presentation  about  his 
African  Tribe.  Students  were  able  to  learn  first-hand  how  people 
of  different  cultures  have  such  diversified  life  styles  and  at  the 
same  time  striking  similarities. 

Senior  High  School 

After  a  year  of  interim  leadership,  permanent  appoint- 
ments to  the  Administration  have  given  the  necessary  impetus  for 
the  positive  transition  leading  to  continuity  and  stability  at 
ABRHS.  In  the  Spring  of  1992,  Stephen  A.  Donovan,  Jr.,the 
formerDirector  of  Pupil  Services,  was  appointed  Principal  of  the 
High  School.  Interim  Vice-Principal  George  Frost,  of  the  Social 
Studies  E)epartment,  was  named  to  the  full-time  position. 
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The  number  one  {siority  of  the  high  school  has  been  to 
improve  the  relationship  between  the  faculty  and  the  administra- 
tion. Several  new  vehicles  for  discussion,  problem-solving  and 
decision-making  are  in  place  and  functioning.  Both  groups 
continue  to  be  involved  in  an  ongoing  assessment  of  pobcies, 
practices  and  procedures. 

The  Administration  and  Faculty  have  submitted  the  Two- 
Year  Progress  Report  which  addressed  the  recommendations  of 
the  NEASC  Visiting  Committee  (New  England  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges).  By  December,  eighty-four  percent  of  the 
suggestions  had  been  completed,  were  in  p^ogress  ot  in  the 
planning  stage.  A  Five- Year  Report  will  be  prepared  in  1995. 

The  School  Choice  Program,  now  in  its  second  year  at 
ABRHS,  involves  a  total  of  125  students  from  23  communities  as 
of  October.  The  Per- Pupil  Aid  money  released  by  the  S  tate  for  the 
program  has  allowed  for  some  staff  additions  as  well  as  the 
creation  of  new  course  offerings  and  the  purchase  of  additional 
materials  and  supplies. 

The  Raymond  J.  Grey  Library  Staff  at  the  high  school  has 
begun  the  process  of  converting  to  an  automated  catalog  and 
circulation  system  with  the  assistance  of  many  parent  volunteers. 
The  new  CD-ROM  Technology  which  has  updated  the  system 
includes  a  wide  variety  of  resources  for  students  and  faculty. 

Seven  MESTEP  interns  were  placed  at  the  high  school  on 
an  "overstaffing"  basis.  This  allowed  the  staff  time  to  wwk  on 
valuable  projects. 

New  student  organizations  include: 

•  Supp(xt  group  for  students  new  to  system 

•  Diversity  Accq)tance  Coalition 

•  Leadership  Workshops 

•  ABCO  (Acton-Boxborough  Community  Outreach) 

•  Speech  and  Debate  Team 

A  new  Science  Mentoring  Program  continues  to  offCT  a 
series  of  evening  lectures. 

The  School  Newspaper  (The  Spectrum)  Staff  received 
three  Awards  for  Excellence  at  a  conference  sponsored  by 
Suffolk  University. 

•  Post  Secondary  Education  —  Of  the  260  membCTS  of  the 
Class  of  1992,  242  (93%)  planned  to  pursue  some  sort  of 
post-secondary  education.  Of  this  number  85%  will  enroll 
at  four-year  colleges  (the  highest  number  ever  recorded) 
while  8%  will  continue  their  education  at  two-year  schools, 
technical  schools  or  prep  schools. 

•  Standardized  Test  Results  —  Average  SAT  scores  for 
1992  seniors  again  exceeded  those  of  state  and  national 
populations.  This  is  significant  since  93%  of  A-B  students 


take  the  SATs  cranpared  to  the  state  average  of  72%  and! 
the  national  average  of  41%  taking  the  test. 

Seniors  scored  an  average  of  557  on  all  achievement  testsc 
of  the  CEEB  as  compared  with  a  state  average  of  524  and  a 
national  average  of  549. 61%  of  our  graduates  take  at  least  one 
achievement  test,  while  only  about  19%  do  so  nationally. 

A  record  number  (124)  of  juniors  and  seniors  took  a  total 
number  of  202  Advanced  Placement  Examinaticms  in  May, 
1992.  Their  performance  was  excellent.  The  average  grade  was 
3.93  (of  5)  vs.  3.01  at  the  national  level.  93%  scored  a  3  (of  5)  or 
better,  vs.  64%  nationally. 

•  National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  —  Six  mem- 
bers of  the  Class  of  1992  achieved  semi-finalist  recogni- 
tion. Twenty-four  others  received  Letters  of  Commenda-- 
tion. 

lb 

•  National  Honor  Society — Twenty-three  members  of  the  w 
current  senior  class  (33%)  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  entrance  into  the  National  Honor  Society.  ai 

It 

•  National  Foreign  Language  Honor  Societies  —  In  1992  pi 
39  ABRHS  students  distinguished  themselves  by  qualify-  la 
ing  for  membership  in  local  chapters  of  the  National 
French,  Spanish,  and  Latin  Honor  Societies. 

Pi 

•  Academic  Decathlon  Team  —  In  its  third  year  this  team  di 
of  30  students  placed  first  at  the  State  Finals  Competition  n 
in  the  spring  of  1992.  The  team  traveled  to  Boise,  Idaho,  in  pi 
April,  1992,  where  it  represented  Massachusetts  in  the 
National  Finals.  At  the  Nationals,  Ben  Scarlet  won  a  gold 
medal  in  mathematics  and  Mark  Walsh  won  a  bronze  6 
medal  in  mathematics.  i  j 

•  Mathematics  Team  — In  the  1991-92  school  year,  this  x 
team  finished  tiiird  in  state-wide  competition.  Eight  stu-  V 
dents  were  finaUsts  in  the  nationally-administered  Aiuiual  v; 
High  School  Math  Exam:  Oleg  Cheiner,  Ned  Greene,  Alex  le 
Johnson,  Rhonda  Lessard,  Eric  Mudama,  Ravi  Nanavati, 
Patrick  Neschleba,  Ben  Scarlet 

•  Student  Internship  Program  —  During  1 992, 37  juniors 
interned  with  staff  members  of  the  Town  Hall,  the  pi 
Superintendent' s  Office  and  the  local  elementary  schools,  ci 

cl 

•  Sports  — ^The  ABRHS  Athletic  Program  continues  to  ei 
grow  and  be  successful.  Participation  numbers  have  in-  k 
creased  significantly,  and  new  teams  have  been  added.  In 
the  fall,  a  Freshman  Girls'  Field  Hockey  Team  was  formed. 
During  the  winter  season  a  Wresthng  program  was  orga-  « 
nized.  In  the  spring.  Lacrosse  inU"amural  teams  were  ere-  ai 
ated  for  freshman  boys  and  girls.  State  Championships  1^ 
were  achieved  in  Girls '  S  wimming,  B  oy s '  Gymnastics  and  cl 
Boys'  Swimming.  This  fall  the  girls'  Swim  Team  again  le 
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won  the  State  Championship.  The  Girls'  Soccer  Team 
became  Dual  County  League  Champions.  The  Boys'  and 
Girls'  Soccer  and  Girls'  Field  Hockey  were  tournament- 
qualifying  teams. 

•  Music  and  Performing  Arts  — Proscenium  Circus,  the 
drama  club,  was  represented  at  the  semi-fmals  of  the  state 
play  competition  in  1992.  Sixteen  students  performed  in 
the  Mass.  All-State  Music  Festival.  The  Jazz  Band  re- 
ceived an  Outstanding  Band  Award  at  the  Boston  College 
Jazz  Festival  and  performed  by  invitation  at  the  State  Jazz 
Festival.  The  Marching  Band  participated  in  the  Saint 
Patrick's  Day  Parade  in  New  York  city  and  the  Columbus 
Day  Parade  in  Boston. 

TECHNOLOGY  K-12 

Students  are  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  technologies 
throughout  their  school  careCT.  Every  student  does  a  great  deal  of 
writing  with  word  processing  software  on  a  variety  of  computers. 
With  the  aid  of  a  large  educational  software  collection,  students 
and  teachers  use  computers  to  reinforce  learning  experiences  in 
the  classroom,  to  do  problem-solving  and  research.  Five  com- 
:  puter  labs  provide  students  with  outstanding  facilities  to  work  in 
large  group  settings. 

Secondary  Library-media  centers  are  equipped  with  com- 
puters, CD-ROM,  Laser  Disk  technology  and  modems  for  stu- 
dent research  and  other  curriculum-related  woik.  Many  staff 
members  take  advantage  of  these  to  enhance  their  curriculum 
presentations. 

At  the  high  school  level,  courses  are  offered  in  PASCAL, 
BASIC  and  Advanced  Programming  and  Problem  Solving. 

A  satelUte  dish  on  the  high  school  connects  all  of  the 
schools  to  the  Mass.  LeamPike,  an  exciting  program  run  by  the 
Mass.  Corporation  for  Educati(xial  Telecommunications.  A  wide 
variety  of  exciting  opportunities  in  interactive  video  and  distance 
learning  are  available  through  this  system. 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Program 
publishes  four  catalogues  per  year  listing  a  wide  variety  of 
courses  and  programs  for  children,  teens  and  adults.  Included  are 
classes  in  music,  dance,  art,  crafts,  languages,  business,  comput- 
ers, self-awareness  and  more.  During  1922,  9,300  persons  en- 
rolled in  the  more  than  800  classes  offered. 

Since  1986,  Community  Education  has  conducted  all  rec- 
reation programs  for  the  Town  of  Acton,  Included  are  the  Pool 
and  Fieldhouse  Program  at  ABRHS,  a  Summer  Playground 
Program,  Youth  Basketball  League,  Summer  Day  Camp,  spoils 
clinic,  coaching  clinics,  swim  lessons.  Youth  Swim  Team,  tennis 
lessons,  down-hill  and  cross-country  ski  lessons. 


The  Community  Education  Pre-School  Program  serves  as 
the  laboratory  for  the  Child  E)evelopment  curriculum  at  ABRHS. 
Twenty-one  high  school  juniors  and  senicws  wcwk  in  the  program 
for  academic  credit  under  the  direction  of  the  Head  Teacher  and 
her  assistant.  The  Pre-School  serves  56  three-  and  four-year  olds 
each  year. 

An  Extended  Day  Program  for  children  in  grades  K-6  is 
also  located  at  ABRHS.  Extended  Day  jyovides  affwdable,  high 
quality  before-and  after-school  care  for  180  Acton  School  Chil- 
dren. 

A  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  is  offered  for  children  old 
enough  to  attend  public  school  kindergarten,  but  who  need  an 
extra  year  to  grown  and  develop  before  taking  that  big  step.  Pre- 
Kindergarten  which  serves  20  flve-year  olds,  is  located  at  the 
Conant  Elementary  School. 

Community  Education  also  administers  the  Ehiver  Educa- 
tion Program.  This  program,  begun  in  the  fall  of  1990,  had  an 
enrolhnent  of  389  students  for  1992. 

Conomunity  Education  collaborates  with  Widening  Hori- 
zons to  provide  career  planning  and  job  counseUng  services,  and 
with  DIAL  (Directions  in  Adult  Learning)  to  provide  English  as 
a  Second  Language  instruction. 

Finally,  Conmiunity  Education  coordinates  the  scheduling 
of  school  facilities.  Groups  interested  in  using  school  space  for 
meetings,  events,  etc.,  should  contact  the  Community  Education 
staff  at  264-4700  x  5014. 

William  L.  Ryan 

Interim  Superintendent  of  Schools 
on  behalf  of  the  School  Committees 


"Douglas  School" 

by  Derya  Allan 
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Our  world  is  very  different  than  it  was  20  years  ago,  so 
during  1992  Minuteman  Tech  began  a  project  involving  the 
entire  staff,  the  students  and  their  parents  in  far-reaching  changes 
that  could  eventually  alter  the  entire  structure  of  the  school. 
Entitled  "Project  WIN",  the  project's  goal  is  to  provide  all 
students  with  the  academic,  technical  and  personal  skills  that  will 
be  required  by  the  work  places  of  the  21st  Century  whete: 

•  a  world  economy  has  replaced  our  national  economy  as  the 
context  for  ccxnpetition  among  businesses. 

•  technology  (the  ability  to  use  or  ^ply  science)  is  a  basic 
skill  in  the  world  of  work. 

•  70%  of  the  jobs  will  not  necessarily  require  a  college 
degree,  but  more  and  more  of  the  better  jobs  will  require 
skill  training  beyond  that  provided  in  both  traditional  high 
school  and  college  programs. 

•  recent  research  on  how  the  brain  wwks  and  how  different 
individuals  leam  best  is  revolutionizing  the  teaching  pro- 
cess. 

Basic  elements  of  Project  WIN  include: 

•  the  use  of  researched  principles  of  brain-compatible  teach- 
ing and  accelerated  learning  as  a  foundation  for  all  instruc- 
tional jM^ograms,  with  teachers  being  provided  with  special 
training  in  these  principles  and  teaching  methods. 

•  use  of  a  Total  Quality  Management  (TQM)  ^proach  to 
education  that  identifies  and  addresses  the  many  factors 
affecting  student  learning  success  and  the  use  of  staff  task 
forces  to  improve  the  quality  contribution  frcm  any  factor 
area 

•  placing  a  major  emphasis  on  promoting  a  real-life  aienta- 
tion  to  instruction  through  academic-vocational  integra- 
tion and  the  use  of  more  complex,  real-life  outcomes  and 
graduation  standards  to  promote  the  higher  order  thinking 
skills  required  of  21st  century  workCTS. 

Volunteer  staff  members  have  been  organized  into  three 
groups  to  work  on  the  three  elements  described  above,  with  a 
fourth  group  of  staff  members  serving  as  a  B  oard  of  Directors  for 
Project  WIN.  We  intend  to  operate  a  school  in  which  every 
student  will  "WIN"  the  highest  levels  of  career  success  with  our 
help.  Our  staff  members  have  been  placed  in  charge  of  providing 
constant  improvement  in  service  to  students  with  a  commitment 
to  a  "no  fail"  environment 


VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL 
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Another  event  of  1992  which  could  have  a  profound  eff( 
on  the  future  of  Minuteman  Tech.  is  the  school  conamittee' 
decision  to  open  the  school  to  "Choice"  Students.  In  the  fall 
1992,  the  choice  numbers  were  limited  to  46  high  school  stu 
dents.  In  future  years,  this  number  could  be  increased  or  d&d 
creased  depending  on  a  number  of  factors,  including  state  fund-j  ^ 
ing  of  the  program. 


Minuteman  Tech.  continued  its  tradition  of  excellence) 
during  the  1 99 1  -92  school  year  with  a  number  of  faculty,  student 
and  programs  receiving  national  and  state  recognition.  At  thdl 
national  level,  Minuteman  Tech.  swept  the  Vocational  Clubs  oi 
America  (VIC A)  national  competition  in  Baking  with  senioq 
Barbara  Craddock  of  Lincoln  winning  the  high  school  divisioor 
and  Jeff  Cohen  of  Lexington  winning  the  post-graduate  division.  | 
This  is  the  second  year  in  a  row  that  a  Minuteman  post-graduate 
has  won  the  national  baking  champicxiship. 

Electromechanical  Technology  Senior  Alex  Taliadouros" 
of  E>racut  placed  second  in  the  national  VIC  A  Robotics  Program- 
ming Competition.  During  the  past  four  years,  competing  against) 
engineering  students  in  junior  colleges  and  4-year  universities., 
Minuteman  Tech  Electromechanical  Technology  students  have 
earned  one  first  place,  two  second  places,  one  third  place  and  one' 
honorable  mention  at  the  Society  for  Mechanical  Enginemi 
robotics  competition  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

At  the  1992  State  VICA  Competition,  Minuteman  Techu 
students  won  14  gold  medals:  Janet  Poulon  of  Acton  in  Data 
Processing;  post-graduate  Judith  Snell  of  Acton  in  Deskt(^ 
Publishing;  Eric  Anderson,  Frank  Balurdi,  and  Stephen 
Moschella  of  Arlington  in  Auto  Body,  Welding  and  Carpentry 
respectively;  post-graduate  John  Luca  of  Dedham  in  Automotive 
Service;  Jeff  Boire  of  Lancaster  in  Precision  Machining;  post- 
graduate Jeff  Cohen  of  Lexington  and  Barbara  Craddock  of 
Lincoln  in  Baking;  Ted  Brown  of  Needham  in  Electrical  Wiring, 
William  Manosh  of  Stow  in  Automotive  Service;  Wayland  post- 
graduates Rob  Alger  in  Advertising  Design,  Gus  Harting  in 
Cabinetmaking  and  John  Murray  in  HeatingA^entilation  and  Air 
Conditioning. 

The  Massachusetts  E>epartment  of  Education  named  Min- 
uteman Tech's  Electromechanical  Manufacturing  Technology 
Program  and  Biotechnology/Manufacturing  Program  as  the 
state's  outstanding  secondary  and  post-secondary  vocational 
technical  education  programs  and  nominated  them  for  the  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Education's  Award  for  Outstanding  Vocational 
Technical  Education  Programs  in  the  U.S.  We  have  been  in- 
formed that  both  programs  are  finalists  for  the  national  award. 
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Science/Technology  Department  head  James  Amara  was 
me  of  three  Massachusetts  recipients  of  the  Presidential  Award 
or  Excellence  in  Science  Teaching.  Assistant  Superintendent 
Jeverly  Lydiard  was  one  of  the  five  recipients  of  the  Outstanding 
Achievement  in  Vocational  Education  Award  given  by  the 
Massachusetts  E>epartment  of  Education. 

Baking  instructor  Norman  Myerow  was  elected  president 
)f  the  Massachusetts  Chefs  de  Cuisine,  the  Massachusetts  chap- 
er  of  the  American  Culinary  Federation. 

Gr^hic  Arts  co-senior  teacher  Michael  Ciccarelli  has 
xen  asked  to  represent  education  on  the  Printing  and  Publishing 
^  Council  of  New  England,  Inc.  He  is  also  a  board  member  of  the 
Boston  Litho  Club  and  has  just  completed  a  term  on  the  board  of 
the  Boston  Club  of  Printing  House  Craftsmen. 

J.  Child  Care  Center  Director  Karen  Folk  serves  on  the 
Educational  Leadership  and  Accreditation  Committees  of  the 
Boston  Association  fcH*  the  Education  of  Young  Children.  She  is 
also  chairperson  of  the  Charles  River  AEYC  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Child  Care  Administrators  of  Secondary  Schools. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row  a  Minuteman  Tech  Student 
was  named  one  of  the  five  Outstanding  Vocational  Technical 
Students  in  Massachusetts.  William  Manosh  of  Stow  received 
the  1992  award.  Stephen  Pierce  of  Townsend,  a  1990  graduate  of 
Minuteman*  s  Tech  Prep  Program,  earned  the  highest  score  in  the 
state  on  the  Navy '  s  Nuclear  Powered  Operator  test  (composed  of 
math  and  science  problems)  and  was  made  an  assistant  instructs 
in  the  program. 

In  athletics  Minuteman  Tech  Students  were  selected  for  the 
Colonial  Conference  All  Star  Teams  in  Field  Hockey  (Lisa  Baia 
of  Billerica,  Sue  CJentile  of  Watertown  and  Jody  Demers  of 
Behnont),  Football  (Chad  Legay  of  Lancaster),  Soccer  (Ken 
Lania  of  Belmont  and  Ryan  Whitccmb  of  Boxboro),  Baseball 
(Dan  Corey  of  Arlington),  Softball(Lisa  Baia  of  Billerica  and 
Kristen  Daley  of  Arlington),  Girls  Basketball  (Barbara  Craddock 
of  Lincoln)  and  Boys  Basketball  (Dan  Corey  of  Arlington)  plus 
Commonwealth  Conference  All  Star  Teams  in  Swimming  (Amy 
Jaker  of  Ayer),  Wrestling  (Jon  Mills  of  Arlington)  and  Tennis 
i[Hanna  Scheichenost  of  Belmont  and  Christina  Gentilucci  of 
Watertown).  Hanna  and  Christina  won  the  Commonwealth  Con- 
ference Womens  Doubles  Championship. 

During  1992  Minuteman  Tech  continued  its  outreach  pro- 
grams designed  to  help  middle  school  students  and  teachers  in 
district  towns  become  better  acquainted  with  technology. 
Minuteman's  Technology  Learning  Center  located  in  the 
Lancaster  Middle  School  provided  Middle  School  Students  from 
Bolton,  Lancaster  and  Stow  with  technology  training  and  career 
awareness  in  the  areas  of  electronic,  robotics,  computers,  math/ 
science  integration  and  laser  technology.  In  addition,  middle 
school  students  from  Arlington,  Behnont,  Lancaster,  Lexington, 
Needham,  Sudbury,  Stow  and  Wayland  came  to  Minuteman  to 
spend  a  day  in  the  school's  technology  labs  building  robots  and 
learning  about  careers  in  technology. 


Funded  by  a  grant  frcxn  the  National  Science  Foundation, 
during  the  summer  middle  school  and  high  school  students  and 
faculty  from  Acton,  Arlington,  Behnont,  Bolton,  Boxborough, 
Carlisle,  Lancaster,  Lexington,  Lincoln,  Needham,  Stow, 
Sudbury,  and  Wayland  spent  a  week  at  Minuteman  Tech  partici- 
pating in  a  technology  manufacturing  seminar.  They  received 
hands-on  experience  in  robotics  and  electronics  manufacturing 
technology  and  learned  about  career  opportunities  in  technology. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  a  number  of  changes  on  the 
Minuteman  Tech  School  Committee.  Nine-year  membw  and 
former  Chairperson  Linda  Frizzell  of  Belmont  was  succeeded  by 
Herbert  M.  Yood.  Prior  to  becoming  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  Mrs.  Frizzell  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
annual  Crafts  Fair  which  continues  to  be  a  major  fund  raiser  for 
the  Booster' s  Club  and  other  school  activities.  Her  dedication  and 
tireless  efforts  on  behalf  of  Minuteman  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Another  long-time  and  dedicated  member,  Lawrence 
Ovian  of  Sudbury,  was  succeeded  by  Glenn  Roland,  Needham' s 
Mark  Tobin,  a  hard-working  member  of  the  committee  for  2 
years,  was  succeeded  by  Kenneth  D.  Mullen,  Jr.  Peter  Stalker, 
who  s^ed  effectively  as  Bolton' s  member  on  the  ccsnmittee  for 
4  years,  has  also  left.  A  replacement  has  not  yet  been  appointed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Acton  -  Robert  Wiltse  (term  expires  1994) 
Arlington  -  John  P.  Donahue  (term  expires  1994) 
Belmont  -  Herbert  M.  Yood  (term  expires  1995) 
Bolton  -  position  vacant  (term  expires  1993) 
Boxborough  -  Kenneth  Whitcomb  (term  expires  1994) 
Carlisle  -  WilUam  Churchill,  Secretary  (term  expires 
1994) 

Concord  -  Lawrence  D.  Lorah  (tenn  expires  1995) 
Dover  -  Thomas  E.  Giblin  (term  expires  1993) 
Lancaster  -  Fred  A.  Reed  (term  expires  1994) 
Lexington  -  Nyles  N.  Bamert  Vice-Chairperson  (tenn 
expires  1993) 

Lincoln  -  Harold  A.  Levey,  Jr  (term  expires  1995) 
Needham  -  Kenneth  D.  Mullen,  Jr.  (term  expires  1995) 
Stow  -  Mary  E.  Cutler  (term  expires  1993) 
Sudbury  -  Glenn  L.  Noland  (term  expires  1995) 
Wayland  -  Elaine  Sweeney,  Chairperson  (term  expires 
1993) 

Weston  -  John  M.  Tucker  (term  expires  1993) 
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MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VCX:ATI0NAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

OPERATING  FUND 
COMPARISON  OF  BUDGET  TO  ACTUAL 
JUNE  30, 1992 
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0 
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Tuition 

892,130 

779,400 

779,400 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Total  Revenues 

9,380,068 

9,500,921 

9,569,407 

0 

0 

0 

68,486 

0.72% 

EXPENSES 

00 

Reserve 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

01 

Building  Trades 

87,588 

82,490 

79,521 

0 

40 

0 

3,009 

3.65% 

02 

Commercial  Services 

13,977 

15,705 

15,898 

0 

-40 

0 

-233 

-1.48% 

03 

Electronics 

26,345 

23,771 

22,311 

0 

0 

0 

1,460 

6.14% 

04 

Graphics 

88,455 

99,813 

89,476 

0 

0 

0 

10,337 

10.36% 

05 

Health  Instructions 

23,290 

25,548 

24,060 

0 

0 

16 

1,504 

5.89% 

06 

Metal  Fabrications 

46,928 

36,803 

38,022 

0 

0 

40 

-1,179 

-3.20% 

07 

Power  Mechanics 

20,719 

17,954 

29,386 

0 

0 

0 

-11,432 

-63.67% 

08 

Technology 

15,759 

15,969 

19,277 

0 

0 

31 

-3,277 

-20.52% 

09 

Afternoon  Program 

15,130 

13,870 

15,046 

0 

0 

0 

-1,176 

-8.48% 

10 

Regional  Occupation 

76,892 

9,930 

94,729 

0 

0 

84,799 

0 

0.00% 

15 

Drafting 

7,843 

8,480 

6,147 

0 

0 

0 

2,333 

6.00% 

20 

ROTC 

3,436 

3,000 

2,845 

0 

0 

0 

155 

5.17% 

21 

Communications 

14,914 

12,150 

12,820 

0 

0 

335 

-335 

-2.76% 

22 

Human  Relations 

2,854 

5,273 

4,841 

0 

0 

0 

432 

8.19% 

23 

Mathematics 

8,807 

10,882 

12,123 

0 

0 

67 

-1,174 

-10.79% 

24 

Science 

23,278 

23,600 

23,562 

0 

0 

0 

38 

0.16% 

25 

Physical  Education 

5,036 

8,190 

4,566 

0 

0 

0 

3.624 

44.25% 

26 

Athletics 

64,329 

72,050 

60,318 

0 

0 

501 

12,233 

16.98% 

27 

Business  Instruction 

3,935 

6,370 

6,385 

0 

0 

0 

-15 

-0.24% 

28 

Foreign  Language 
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1,341 

0 

0 

0 
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21.12% 

29 

Art 

8,670 

10,000 

9,072 

0 

0 

0 

928 

9.28% 

30 

Music 

769 

500 

465 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0.00% 

31 

Driver  Education 

6,008 
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8,426 

0 

0 

7,950 

24 

4.80% 

51 

Instruc.  Resources 

56,410 

56,295 

49,496 

0 

0 

103 

6,902 

12.26% 

52 

Pupil  Support 

31,546 

34,811 

26,012 

0 

0 

76 

8,875 

25.49% 

71 

Principal 

74,274 

77,775 

70,542 

0 

2,659 

311 

10,203 

13.12% 
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VOC.  Co-ordinator 
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23,846 

0 

0 

0 

-4,196 

-21.35% 
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34,696 

0 

0 

0 

3,559 

9.30% 
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0 

0 

0 

-133 

-5.54% 

75 

District  Programs 
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0 

0 

0 
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21.33% 

75 

Legal  Fees 

42,468 

20,000 

27,361 

0 

0 

0 

-7,361 

-36.81% 

75 

Audit  Fees 

29,000 

25,000 

23,400 

0 

0 

0 

1,600 

6.40% 

76 

Superintendent 

4,016 

4,650 

4,496 

0 

0 

6 

160 

3.44% 

77 

Planning/ Academics 

48,442 

51,260 

50,937 

0 

0 

0 

323 

0.63% 

78 

Business  Office 

7,884 

14,050 

17.922 

0 

0 

0 

-3.872 

-27.56% 
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0 
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Enrollment  October  1, 1990 


TOWN 

94 

93 

92 

91 

PG 

TOTAL 

Acton 

8 

17 

8 

11 

10 

54 

Arlington 

49 

36 

38 

36 

33 

192 

Belmont 

6 

10 

7 

11 

10 

44 

Bolton 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Boxborough 

3 

4 

0 

2 

2 

11 

Carlisle 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Concord 

3 

3 

5 

5 

6 

22 

Dover 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Lancaster 

5 

4 

6 

7 

6 

28 

Lexington 

3 

14 

7 

13 

14 

51 

Lincoln 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

7 

Needham 

12 

10 

7 

13 

4 

46 

Stow 

3 

15 

9 

10 

0 

37 

Sudbury 

4 

10 

10 

10 

4 

38 

Wayland 

8 

7 

1 

7 

5 

28 

Weston 

3 

1 

0 

2 

1 

7 

Tuition 

22 

31 

34 

45 

16 

148 

TOTAL 

136 

168 

137 

174 

114 

729 

Enrollment  October  1, 

1991 

TOWN 

95 

94 

93 

92 

PG 

TOTAL 

Acton 

9 

9 

15 

8 

14 

55 

Arlington 

40 

53 

33 

38 

36 

200 

Belmont 

8 

7 

5 

8 

9 

37 

Bolton 

1 

5 

1 

1 

0 

8 

Boxborough 

4 

2 

2 

0 

1 

9 

Carlisle 

3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

7 

Concord 

8 

2 

4 

8 

4 

26 

Dover 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

4 

Lancaster 

6 

5 

3 

6 

10 

30 

Lexington 

8 

5 

11 

8 

13 

45 

Lincoln 

0 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

Needham 

7 

11 

13 

7 

9 

47 

Stow 

4 

3 

14 

10 

1 

32 

Sudbury 

2 

4 

12 

11 

6 

35 

Wayland 

3 

6 

5 

1 

5 

20 

Weston 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

6 

Tuition 

22 

35 

34 

30 

13 

134 

TOTAL 

125 

153 

163 

140 

122 

703 

Enrollment  October  1, 1992 


TOWN 

96 

95 

94 

93 

PG 

TOTAL 

Acton 

13 

10 

9 

13 

6 

51 

Arlington 

35 

39 

56 

29 

28 

187 

Belmont 

9 

8 

6 

6 

7 

36 

Bolton 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

9 

Boxborough 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

15 

Carlisle 

0 

3 

0 

2 

1 

6 

Concord 

6 

7 

1 

4 

3 

21 

Dover 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Lancaster 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

14 

Lexington 

12 

9 

6 

11 

9 

47 

Lincoln 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Needham 

9 

5 

10 

8 

7 

39 

Stow 

3 

4 

4 

15 

1 

27 

Sudbury 

4 

4 

4 

8 

6 

26 

Wayland 

3 

2 

6 

4 

3 

18 

Weston 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

Tuition 

56 

34 

38 

33 

22 

183 

TOTAL 

157 

134 

156 

145 

99 

691 

NOTE:  Above  enrollment  figures  do  not  include  part  time  and/ 
or  short  term  programs  students  such  as  ASEP.  Info  Pro.  Aesthet- 
ics, etc. 


MINUTEMAN  TECH  -  CLASS  OF  1992 


Katrina  Friend 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

Dana  Hoy 

Acton 

Child  Care 

Ernest  F.  Jenkins,  III 

Acton 

Computer  Programming 

Jacqueline  Lindsey 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

Suzanne  Ouelette 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

*Janet  Marie  Poulin 

Acton 

Infwmation  Processing 

Nicole  Sylvestro 

Acton 

Commercial  Art 

Rodolfo  E.  Urizandi 

Acton 

Auto  Body 

*  National  Honor  Society 
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FINANCIAL  REPORTS 


BROWN  &  BARREH 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS 

25  Cemetery  Street  .  P.O.  Box  230 
Mendon,  Massachusetts  01756 

(508)  478-3941  Robert  E.  Brown  11.  C.P.A. 

FAX:  (508)  478-1779  Stephen  G.  Barrett.  CP  A. 


INDEPENDENT  AUDITOR'S  REPORT  ON  COMPLIANCE  WITH 
LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  BASED  ON  AN  AUDIT  OF 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS  PERFORMED  IN  ACCORDl^CE  WITH 
GOVERNMENT  AUDITING  STANDARDS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts 


We  have  audited  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  of  the  Town 
of  Acton,  Massachusetts  for  the  year  ended  June  30,   1992  and  have 
issued  our  report  thereon,  which  was  qualified  in  several  respects, 
dated  November  13,  1992. 

We  have  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
auditing  standards,  Government  Auditing  Standards,   issued  by  the 
Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States,   and  the  provisions  of 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget  Circular  A-128,    "Audits  of  State  and 
Local  Governments".  Those  standards  and  0MB  Circular  A-128  require 
that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audit  to  obtain  reasonable  assurance 
about  whether  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  are  free  of 
material  misstatement. 

Compliance  with  laws,   regulations,   contracts,   and  grants  applicable 
to  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,   is  the  responsibility  of  Town 
of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  management.  As  part  of  obtaining  reasonable 
assurance  about  whether  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  are 
free  of  material  misstatement,  we  performed  tests  of  the  Town's 
compliance  with  certain  provisions  of  laws,   regulations,  contracts, 
and  grants.  However,   our  objective  was  not  to  provide  an  opinion  on 
overall  compliance  with  such  provisions.  Accordingly,  we  not  express 
such  an  opinion. 

The  results  of  our  tests  indicate  that,  with  respect  to  the  items 
tested,   the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,   complied,   in  all  material 
respects,  with  the  provisions  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph.  With  respect  to  items  not  tested,   nothing  came  to  our 
attention  that  caused  us  to  believe  that  the  Town  had  not  complied, 
in  all  material  respects,   with  those  provisions. 
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This  report  is  intended  for  the  use  of  management  of  the  Town  of 
Acton,  Massachusetts.  This  restriction  is  not  intended  to  limit  the 
distribution  of  this  report,  which  is  a  matter  of  public  record. 


Brown  &  Barrett 


Certified  Public  Accountants 
November  13,  1992 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


COMBINED 

BALANCE  SHEET  -  ALL  FUND  TYPES  AND  ACCOUNT  GROUP 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1992 

GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES 

FIDUCIARY 
FUND  TYPES 

ACCOUNT 
GROUP 

TOTALS 
(MEMORANDUM 

ASSETS: 

GENERAL 

SPECIAL 
REVENUE 

CAPITAL 
PROJECTS 

TRUST  & 
AGENCY 

GENERAL 
LONG-TERM 
OBLIGATIONS 

ONLY) 
JUNE  30, 
1992 

CASH 

INVESTMENTS 

INVESTMENT  IN  DEFERRED 
COHPENSATION  PLAN 

$  4,697,329 
71,106 

%  1,501,580 

$  65,067 

$  811,866 
2,492,161 

540,706 

$ 

S    7  075  842 
2,563,267 

540,706 

PROPERTY  TAXES  RECEIVABLE: 

CURRENT  YEAR 

PRIOR  YEAR 
OTHER  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE: 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 

TAX  LIENS 

DEPARTMENTAL 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

636,709 
52,919 

206,250 
49,061 

726,862 
27,392 

- 

57,815 

- 

_ 

12,308 
pom 

- 

636,709 
52,919 

206,250 
49  061 

726,862 
97,515 
2,910 

DUE  FROM  OTHER  FUNDS 
OTHER  ASSETS 

AMOUNTS  TO  BE  PROVIDED  FOR 
RETIREMENT  OF  LONG-TERM 
OBLIGATIONS 

17,891 

78,887 

204,881 

2,510,000 

283,768 
17,891 

2,510,000 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

i  6,485,519 

%  1,638,282 

$  65,067 

t  4,064,832 

$  2,510,000 

*  14,763,700 

LIABILITIES: 

ACCOUNTS  PAYABLE 

PAYROLL  WITHHOLDINGS 

ACCRUED  VACATION  PAY 

OTHER  LIABILITIES 

DEFERRED  COMPENSATION  PAYABLE 

DEFERRED  REVENUE 

RESERVE  FOR  ABATEMENTS 

DUE  TO  OTHER  FUNDS 

BONDS  AND  NOTES  PAYABLE 

$  929,685 
31,497 
180,360 
1,756 

1,305,157 
333,648 
283,768 

$  167,025 
57,815 

$  14,255 

192,000 

• 

%  204,184 
« 

208  469 
540,706 
12,308 

2,510,000 

$  1,315,149 
31,497 
180  360 
210,225 
540,706 
1,375,280 
333,648 
283,768 
2,702,000 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES 

3,065,871 

.  224.840 

206,255 

965,667 

2,510,000 

6.972.633 

FUND  EQUITY: 
FUND  BALANCES: 
RESERVED: 

ENCUMBRANCES 
ENDOWMENTS 
UNRESERVED: 

DESIGNATED  (NOTE  10) 
UNDESIGNATED  (NOTE  9) 

1,370,285 

1,195,520 
853,843 

1,413,442 

(141,188) 

976,332 
2,122,833 

- 

1,370,285 
976,332 

4,590,607 
853,843 

TOTAL  FUND  EQUITY 

3,419,648 

1,413,442 

(141.188) 

3,099,165 

7,791,067 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND 
FUND  EQUITY 

$  6,485,519 

$  1.638,282 

$  65,067 

%  4,064,832 

t  2,510,000 

$  14,763,700 

The  acconpanying  notes  are  an  integral  part  of  these  general  purpose  financial  statements 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AND  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
ALL  GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES  AND  EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1992 


REVENUE: 
PROPERTY  TAXES 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL  -  STATE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL  -  FEDERAL 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 
INVESTMENT  INCOME 
DEPARTMENTAL 
TOTAL  REVENUES 


GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES 


GENERAL 

$  24,077,A50 
1,533,982 
71,186 
1,215,519 
261,850 


SPECIAL 
REVENUE 


598,134 
128,315 

634 


986.003  1.722.628 


CAPITAL 
PROJECTS 


28.145.990  2.449.711 


FIDUCIARY 
FUND  TYPES 
EXPENDABLE 
TRUST 


92,795 
2,834,220 


TOTALS 
(MEMORANDUM 
ONLY) 

$  24,077,450 
2,132,116 

199,501 
1,215,519 

355,279 
5.542.851 


2.927.015  33.522.716 


EXPENDITURES: 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
PUBLIC  SAFETY 
EDUCATION 
PUBLIC  UORKS 
LIBRARY 
PENSIONS 
INSURANCE 
DEBT  &  INTEREST 
STATE  &  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS 
TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 


508,174 
9,689 
421,669 
1,419,046 
29,105 


2,100,077 
3,570,901 
16,611,147 
1,360,032 
399,299 
894,999 
1,251,871 
903,681 

71.696   - 

27.163.703  2.387.683 


2,000 
187,368 


2,677,680  5,285,931 
3,580,590 
17,034,816 
2,966,446 
428,404 
894,999 
111  1,251,982 
903,681 

-   :_  71.696 

189.368       2.677.791  32.418.545 


EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUES 
OVER  EXPENDITURES 


982,287 


62,028  (189,368) 


249,224 


1,104,171 


OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES) 
OPERATING  TRANSFERS  IN 
OPERATING  TRANSFERS  OUT 

TOTAL  OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES) 


77,357 
(677.000) 


(599.643) 


677,000 
(9.357) 


667,643 


63,218 
(68.000) 


(4.782) 


817,575 
(754.357) 


63.218 


EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUES  AND 
OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  OVER 
EXPENDITURES  AND  OTHER  USES 


382,644 


729,671  (189,368) 


244,442 


1,167,389 


FUND  BALANCE  AT  BEGINNING  OF  YEAR 
FUND  BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR 


3.037.004 


683.771 


48.180  1.878.391 


5.647.346 


$    3,419,648    $  1,413,442    $  (141,188)  $  2.122,833    %  6,814,735 


The  accompanying  notes  are  an  integral  part  of  these  general  purpose  financial  statements 
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TOWN  Of  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  FUND  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AVAILABLE  FUNDS,  TRANSFERS, 
AND  PRIOR  YEARS'  DEFICITS  RAISED  •  BUDGET  AND  ACTUAL  (NON-GAAP) 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1992 


VARIANCE 


ORIGINAL 

FINAL 

FAVORABLE 

BUDGET 

BUDGET 

ACTUAL 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

REVENUE: 

PROPERTY  TAXES 

$  23,80A,266 

$  23,804,266 

%  23,802,409 

$  (1,857) 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL  -  STATE 

1 ,538,088 

1 ,538,088 

1,533,982 

(4,106) 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL  -  FEDERAL 

71,186 

71,186 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 

1 , 075 , 000 

1 ,075,000 

1 ,215,519 

140,519 

INVESTMENT  INCOME 

240,222 

240,222 

261,851 

21,629 

DEPARTMENTAL 

755,000 

755,000 

986.003 

231.003 

TOTAL  REVENUES 

27.412,576 

27,412,576 

27,870,950 

458,374 

EXPENDITURES: 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

2,275,275 

2,271 ,030 

2, 162,454 

108,576 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 

3,454,112 

3,454,112 

3,522,872 

(68,760) 

EDUCATION 

16,556,366 

16,560,611 

16,559,504 

1,107 

PUBLIC  WORKS 

946,721 

1,017,907 

1,387,222 

(369,315) 

LIBRARY 

384,646 

384,646 

384,645 

1 

PENSIONS 

888,100 

888, 100 

894,999 

(6,899) 

INSURANCE 

1 ,408,669 

1 ,408,669 

1 ,251 ,871 

156,798 

DEBT  &  INTEREST 

1,200,000 

1,200,000 

903,681 

296,319 

STATE  &  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS 

65,234 

65,234 

71.696 

(6,462) 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

27.179,123 

27,250,309 

27,138.944 

111,365 

EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUES 

OVER  EXPENDITURES 

233,453 

162,267 

732,006 

569,739 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES): 

TRANSFER  FROM  FUND  BALANCE 

655,836 

727,022 

727,022 

OPERATING  TRANSFERS  IN 

76,487 

76,487 

76,487 

OPERATING  TRANSFERS  OUT 

(854,300) 

(854,300) 

(677,000) 

177,300 

PRIOR  YEARS'  DEFICITS  RAISED 

(111,476) 

(111,476) 

(111.476) 

TOTAL  OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES 

(233.453) 

(162.267) 

15.033 

177.300 

EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF  REVENUES  AND 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  OVER 

EXPENDITURES  AND  OTHER  USES 

% 

$  747,039 

$  747,039 

The  acconpanying  notes  are  an  integral  part  of  these  general  purpose  financial  statements 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
OFFICE  OF  THE  COLLECTOR 
W.  ROY  WETHERBY 
TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1992 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1992 

Commitment  23 ,93 1 ,402 

Refunds  69,499 

Abatements  193,229 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  23, 1 84,998 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  622,674 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1991 

Outstanding  July  1, 1991  727,326 

Refunds  98.225 

Abatements  72,083 

Transferred  To  Tax  Title  456,357 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  297,  111 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  0 

TAX  TITLE 

Outstanding  July  1, 1991  656,009 

Adjustments  498,725 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  473,954 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  680,780 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1992 

Committment  370,877 

Refunds  97 

Abatements  966 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  351 ,970 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  18,038 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1989 


Outstanding  July  1,  1991  4,825 

Refunds  69 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  4,894 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1992 

Commitment  833,340 

Refunds  2,569 

Abatements  45,564 

Payments  to  the  treasurer  758,685 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  31 .660 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1991 

Outstanding  July  1. 1991  63.205 

Commitment  384.631 

Refunds  4.844 

Abatements  19.722 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  397.949 

Outstanding  June  30. 1992  35,009 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1990 

Outstanding  July  1. 1991  46.600 

Commitment  57,338 

Refunds  1.894 

Abatements  3.999 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  6 1 .260 

Outstanding  June  30. 1992  40.573 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1991 

Outstanding  July  1, 1991  16.461 

Refunds  1,491 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  1,860 

Outstanding  June  30, 1992  16,092 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1990 

Outstanding  July  1, 1991  9.831 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  1,146 

Outstanding  June  30. 1992  8.685 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1989 


Outstanding  July  1. 1991  52.938 

Refunds  644 

Abatements  964 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  4.733 

Outstanding  June  30. 1992  47,885 
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TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


This  report  covers  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1992.  Included  is  a  statement 
of  the  revenue  of  the  town  and  a  disbursement  statement  of  each 
department  showing  appropriations,  expenditures  and  balances. 
The  cash  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  collector  have  been 
verified  and  the  various  trust  accounts  in  the  custody  of  the 
treasurer  have  been  reviewed. 


I  have  enclosed  financial  information  prepared  by  Brown  < 
and  Barrett,  independent  auditors,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, ' 
1992.  A  copy  of  the  complete  audit  report  is  on  file  at  the  town 
hall. 

Mary  E.  Larson 
Town  Accountant 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  REVENUE 
JULY  1, 1991  -  JUNE  30, 1992 


TAXES: 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  355,203.09 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  23,500,332.99 

TAX  TITLE  471,662.23 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1,226,170.15 

STREET  BETTERMENTS  243.50 

RECEIVABLES: 

VETERANS  AID  5,693.04 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  48,287.00 

PAYROLL  DEDUCTIONS: 

FEDERAL  WITHHOLDING  1,547,258.82 

STATE  WITHHOLDING  644,95 1 .63 

nCA  MEDICARE  75,048.54 

RETIREMENT  667,237.55 

TEACHERS  INSURANCE  834.40 

GROUP  LIFE  INSURANCE  12,688.95 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  187,914.39 

COURT  JUDGEMENT  26,83 1 .92 

OTHER  INSURANCE  1,700.28 

UNITED  FUND  1,322.00 

UNION  DUES  54,829.60 

SAVINGS  362,174.96 

DEFERRED  COMPENSATION  79,763.82 

ANNUITY  282,791.94 

DEPARTMENTAL  REVENUE: 

SELECTMEN  102,400.63 

TREASURER/COLLECTOR  153.235.33 

TOWN  CLERK  26,885.79 

ASSESSOR  430.00 

ENGINEERING  746.42 

PLANNING  BOARD  13,805.19 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS  1 ,900.00 

CONSERVATION  300.00 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  161,983.50 

HRE  DEPARTMENT  82,910.00 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  79,637.85 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION  10.00 

BUILDING  INSPECTION  126,887.20 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  2,199.60 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  23,524.14 

WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY  141.37 

CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT  28,472.80 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  26,847.76 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

LOCAL  OPTION  -  ROOM  OCCUPANCY  1 ,680.00 

CHAPTER  7 1  PUPIL  TRANSPORTATION  1 28,595.00 

LOCAL  AID  599,365.00 

HIGHWAY  246,849.00 

ELDERLY,  WIDOWS,  VETERANS  ABATE  20,828.00 

SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS  52.927.00 

CHAPTER  70  SCHOOL  AID  471.963.00 

HURRICANE  BOB  7 1 . 1 86.00 

LICENSES 

DOG  6.749.00 

nSH  AND  GAME  11,331.50 

PERFORMANCE  BONDS 

ENGINEERING  48,699.77 

SELECTMEN  16,891.20 

PLANNING  39,107.93 

FEES 

POLICE -OFF  DUTY  9,382.61 

FIRE  -  OFF  DUTY  616.54 

COBRA  -  ADMINISTRATION  262.74 

SPECIAL  REVENUE 

GIFTS  267.273.98 

GRANTS  110.698.54 
CONSERV.  NOTE  OF  INTENT  FILING  FEE  6.790.50 

CEMETERY  LAND  FUND  10.330.00 

COUNTY  DOG  FUND  5,192.30 

HIGHWAY  AID  424,460.00 

SCHOOL  CHOICE  137,748.00 

ENTERPRISE  FUNDS 

NURSING  SERVICES  377.512.36 
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MERRIAM  SCHOOL  200,463.06 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN  28,372.07 

SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  1 14,707.00 

NESWC  FUND  480,655.96 

REVOLVING  FUNDS 

POLICE  95,610.62 

HRE  6,020.15 

CAFETERIA  215,388.40 

INSURANCE  RECOVERY  14,089.27 

MUNIC.  PROP  -  RECREATION  4,228.48 

AGENCY  FUNDS 

SPECIAL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  1 ,85 1 .00 

DEPUTY  COLLECTOR  FEE  26,267.57 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TRUST  2,766,88 1.31 

VENDOR  RECOVERY  320.02 

AMBULANCE  DEPOSIT  5,986.00 
HEALTH  INSURANCE:  COUNTY  RETIREES  58,423.92 

HEALTH  INSUR:  TEACHER  RETIREES  17,955.10 

POLICE  TASK  FORCE  883.58 


TAXES 
DEPOSITS 

STABILIZATION  FUND 
RETIREMENT  FUND 
TRUST  FUNDS 
EMINENT  DOMAIN 
INSURANCE  TRUST 
COMMirTED  INTEREST 
DRUG  TASK  FORCE 
AUDUBON  HILL 

TRUST  FUND 

PERPETUAL  CARE 
TRANSFER  T.M.  VOTE 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCE 
HIGHWAY  NOTE 
SCHOOL  ENERGY  NOTE 

TOTAL  REVENUE 


83,975.36 
261,850.63 
21,653.28 
10,204.47 
124,644.44 
2,560.82 
65,919.81 
14.62 
133.13 
501.38 


41,575.00 
68,000.00 


424,460.00 
192,000.00 

$38,855,176.92 


INTEREST 
TAX  TITLE 


67,882.12 


STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENSE 


JULY  1, 1991  TO  JUNE  30, 1992 

DEPARTMENT     APPROPRIATION  LABOR 

EXPENSES 

DEPARTMENT     APPROPRIATION  LABOR 

EXPENSES 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

B)    OUT  OF  STATE  TRAVEL 

1,915.20 

MODERATOR 

20.00 

MANAGER/SELECTMEN 

161,181.12 

97,210.86 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

LEGAL  SERVICES 

195,806.81 

POUCE  DEPARTMENT  1,367,785.82 

157,643.82 

LEGAL  EXPENSES 

8,548.83 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  1,524,570.93 

141.855.08 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

63,221.64 

2,200.65 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR  91,105.84 

41,568.12 

TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 

154,185.51 

196,236.86 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  107,870.43 

15,181.97 

TOWN  ASSESSOR 

82,905.67 

7,345.90 

DOG  OFHCER 

4,740.00 

TOWN  CLERK 

69,474.54 

965.23 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

4,153.44 

ELECTIONS  &  REGISTRATION 

6,463.37 

6.007.68 

PLANNING  BOARD 

64,820.37 

14,163.27 

C)   TOTAL  3,091,333.02 

365,142.43 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

985.31 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

33,201.52 

1,848.57 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

PUBUC  CEREMONIES 

1,763.20 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT  104,202.34 

44,304.01 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

215,994.84 

164,011.40 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  449,641.36 

227,903.01 

TOWN  UTHJTIES 

144,431.24 

SPECLM.  PROJECTS 

89,604.17 

STREET  UGHTING 

98,389.23 

SNOW  AND  ICE  CONTROL 

91.847.29 

CEMETERIES 

148,016.96 

12,014.76 

ROAD  MAINTENANCE 

290.785.29 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

41,931.00 

10,307.42 

MACHINERY  EXPENSE 

83.443.55 

VETERAN'S  AGENT 

2,000.00 

10.00 

GAS  AND  FUEL 

38.811.57 

VETERAN'S  AID  BENEFITS 

9,470.72 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

6,429.72 

D)   TOTAL  553,843.70 

866,698.89 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

248.61 

COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 

1,448.40 

LIBRARIES 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 

168.43 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  283,282.52 

26,056.45 

BOOKS 

55.989.47 

A)  TOTAL 

1,043,416.54 

980,013.10 

WEST  ACTON  LIBRARY  16,188.20 

481.93 
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DEPARTMENT     APPROPRIATION  LABOR 

EXPENSES 

APPROPRL\TED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM     OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

BOOKS 

2,646.87 

ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

E)    TOTAL  299.470.72 

85.174.72 

MERRIAM 

149,788.00  149,768.04 

19.96 

ELDER  VAN 

32,000.00  28,178.21 

3.821.79 

INSURANCE  AND  PENSION 

NURSING 

246,000.00  296,680.07 

(6.798.75) 

INSURANCE 

NURSING  ARTICLE   61,870.00  17,988.68 

GROUP  HEALTH 

908,290.50 

NESWC 

885,000.00  884,382.94 

617.06 

UFE  INSURANCE 

7,901.05 

SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL      250,000.00  110.203.42 

139.796.58 

MFDTPARF 

SOCLVL  SECURITY,nCA,MEDICARE 

36,589.44 

N)   TOTAL  ENTERPRISE 

OTHER  INSURANCE 

297,378.00 

BUDGET 

1,624,658.00  1.487.201.36 

137,456.64 

F\     TTiTAI  TNHIRANPF 

REVOLVING  FUNDS: 

CAFETERL\ 

185.036.18 

G)  PENSIONS 

858,409.33 

INSURANCE  RECOVERY  8.191.28 

DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS  DISBURSED 

H)   DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

903,680.91 

TRUST  FUND  TRANSFERS 

TOTAL  MUNICIPAL 

T-1 

CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW 

701.65 

BUDGET            10,454^78.00  4,988,063.98 

5,349,494.83 

T-3 

GEORGE  AMES 

89.00 

T-4 

ARLETTE  APPLEYARD 

261.00 

DEPARTMENT  APPROPRLVTION 

DISBURSED 

T-5 

BETSY  BALL 

898.30 

T-5 

PERPETUAL  CARE  NEW  FUND 

19,977.56 

LOCAL  SCHOOLS 

T-6 

PERPETUAL  CARE 

22.604.98 

OPERATING  EXPENSES 

8,476,949.08 

T-7 

A.B.  CON  ANT  FAMILY 

261.00 

OUT  OF  STATE  TRAVEL 

4,448.41 

T-10 

DR.  DAVIS 

169.00 

BLANCHARD  AUDITORIUM 

41,646.54 

T-11 

M.  DESMOND 

505.00 

T-12 

ROBBINS  AND  FAMILY 

196.00 

I)    TOTAL  8,524,151.00 

8,523.044.03 

T-13 

E.  ROBBINS 

296.00 

T-14 

CAPT.  ROBBINS  FUND 

105.50 

REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 

T-15 

ROBBINS  AND  AMES 

5,451.70 

OPERATING  EXPENSES 

6.753.131.00 

T-16 

ELIZABETH  WHITE  CHARITY 

9,543.40 

MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST 

414.693.00 

T-19 

GEORGIA  WHITNEY  CEMETERY 

236.50 

T-20 

FRANK  HAYWARD 

142.00 

J)    TOTAL  7,167,824.00 

7,167,824.00 

T-21 

HOm  AND  SCOTT 

124.00 

T-22 

MRS.  HARRY  O'NEIL 

56.00 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 

T-23 

FRANK  KNOWLTON 

189.00 

K)   OPERATING  EXPENSES  531.926.00 

531.926.00 

T-24 

LUKE  BLANCHARD 

351.00 

OTHER  VOCATION  SCHOOL 

T-25 

RAYMOND  MONUMENT  FUND 

17.00 

RESERVE  FUND  TRANSFER            4, 245 .00 

4.245.00 

T-26 

HENRY  RAYMOND 

458.00 

T-27 

HOSMER  FUND 

16,539.85 

L)    TOTAL  SCHOOL  EXPENSES      16,228,146.00  16,227.039.03 

T-28 

VARNUM  TUTTLE  FUND 

1,200.00 

T-29 

J.  ROLAND  WETHERBEE 

488.00 

M)  TOTAL  SCHOOL  & 

7-31 

SARAH  WATSON 

338.00 

TOWN  BUDGET                     26.682.424.00  26.564,597.84 

T-33 

CARRIE  WELLS 

162.00 

T-34 

JENKS  FAMILY 

17,336.64 

APPROPRIATION  RETURN 

T-35 

MARY  AND  CHARLES  SMITH 

320.00 

TOWN  BUDGETS 

116.719.19 

T-36 

ERNEST  JONES 

68.00 

APPROPRL\TION  RETURN 

T-37 

JENKS  FUND  YOUTH  PROGRAM 

1,276.86 

SCHOOL  BUDGETS 

1,106.97 

T-01 

CONANT  H.S.  LIBRARY 

398.09 

T-72 

CHARLOTTE  CONANT  FUND 

578.40 

T-74 

MINNIE  DAVIS  FUND 

164.25 

T-76 

HIRAM  HAPGOOD  FUND 

358.00 

T-78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT  FUND  42.95 

T-80 

MILDRED  MOORE  FUND 

35.48 

T-82 

PLANTER  FUND 

110.75 

T-84 

NEWELL  B.TAINTER 

1,619.40 

T-88 

WILUAM  A.  WILDE 

282.48 

T-90 

KATHERINE  KINSLEY 

723.00 
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TEMPORARY  LOANS: 
HIGHWAY 

PAYROLL  WITHHOLDINGS: 
FEDERAL  TAX 
STATE  TAX 

COUNTY  RETIREMENT 
TEACHER  RETIREMENT 

ncA 

SOCL«iL  SECURITY  HCA 
SOCL\L  SECURITY  HCA  MEDICARE 
COURT  JUDGEMENTS 
TEACHER  SCHOOL  INSURANCE 
GROUP  UFE  INSURANCE 
BLUE  CROSS  AND  SHIELD 
MIDDLESEX  INSTITUTE  FOR  SAVINGS 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT  DUES 
HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  DUES 
TEACHER  DUES 
TEACHERS  ANNUNTTIES 
TEACHERS  CREDIT  UNION 
DEFERRED  COMPENSATION 
DISABILITY  INSURANCE 
HARVARD  HEALTH  INSURANCE 
POUCE  DEPARTMENT  DUES 
MAINTENANCE  DUES 
UNITED  FUND 

AGENCY: 

PERFORMANCE  BOND,  PLANNING  BOARD 
STREET  CUT  BOND,  ENGINEERING 
PERFORMANCE  BOND,  SELECTMEN 
PERFORMANCE  BOND,  MERRL^iM  SCHOOL 
POUCE  DEPARTMENT  OFF  DUTY  DETAILS 
POUCE  TASK  FORCE 


424,460.00 


1,547,258.82 
644,951.63 
379,587.67 
287,649.88 
38,301.26 
29,781.11 
6,966.17 
26,831.92 
915.35 
12,667.20 
146,202.06 
279.904.40 
11,700.00 
4.310.00 
30,697.44 
282,791.94 
82,270.56 
79.773.82 
1.603.80 
40.530.26 
6.609.35 
1.512.81 
1,322.00 


80.646.36 
38,800.00 
7,870.21 

939.31 
98,745.36 

883.58 


GATES  SCHOOL  SALARIES  3,970.48 

APS  LIBRARY  SUPPORT  1 ,700.00 

APS  EXTERNSHIP  PROGRAM  46.082.98 

DOUGLAS  SCHOOL  2.277.00 

SCHOOL  BOARDWALK  849.62 

FEDERAL  FUNDS: 

CHAPTER  1  38.975.04 

CHAPTER  2  4.490.83 

DRUG  FREE  SCHOOLS  1 1 .687.43 

EARLY  CHILDHOOD  14,042.92 
ED  REFUGE  CHILD  TRANSITION  PROGRAM  3,755.00 

TITLE  n  MATH  &  SCIENCE  3,214.62 

STATE  GRANTS: 

ED.  CHAPTER  1 88,  SCH  IMP  36.6 1 

ELDERLY  GRANTS  3,375.75 

ARTS  LOTTERY  6.800.03 

SPEC  ED  PAC  TECH  ASSIST  250.00 

M.E.G.  PROG  CH  206  1.639.48 

LIBRARY  INCENTIVE  14.792.91 

DRUG  TASK  FORCE  16,989.55 

LOCAL  SCHOOL  FUNDS: 

SCHOOL  CHOICE  63.972.19 

HIGHWAY  FUNDS: 

HIGHWAY  CONTRACT  424.460.00 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS: 

COUNTY  TAX  41.893.66 

AIR  POLLUTION  CONTROL  4.352.00 
METROPOUTAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL  3.556.00 

REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY  15,432.00 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  SURCHARGE  380.00 


DOG  UCENSE  TO  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 

7,332.50 

DIVISION  OF  nSH  AND  GAME  UCENSES 

12,020.75 

ARTICLES: 

TAX  COLLECTION  DEPUTY  FEES 

26,105.76 

23 

04/86 

TRAFHC  STUDY 

3,800.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  OFF  DUTY  DETAILS 

3.134.56 

24 

04/86 

SIDEWALK  CONSTRUCTION 

12,973.03 

AMBULANCE  FEES 

5.986.00 

41 

04/86 

ACTON  CENTER  LAND  IMPROVEMENT  511.17 

VENDOR  RECOVERY 

320.02 

46 

04/86 

HEALTH  STAFHNG 

4,878.35 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  RETIREES 

47,373.64 

25 

04/87 

WETHERBEE  BRIDGE 

775.40 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  COUNTY  RET. 

57,272.89 

40 

04/87 

REVALUATION 

8,485.00 

HEALTH  INSURANCE,  TEACHER  RET. 

16,467.39 

2 

06/87 

SCHOOL  CAPITAL  PROJECT 

2,000.00 

SPECL\L  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

65.00 

28 

04/88 

W.  ACTON  TRAFHC  UGHT 

15,250.91 

MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES  RECREATION  FUND 

2,816.91 

8 

09/88 

MASTER  PLAN 

724.91 

15 

04/89 

ASBESTOS  REMOVAL 

5,686.94 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS: 

23 

04/89 

PURCHASE  TOTAL  STATION 

12,500.00 

MEMORLaJ.  LIBRARY 

7,818.62 

27 

04/89 

HEALTH  STUDY 

10,169.00 

PRENDERGAST  DEV.  CORP 

6,502.50 

30 

04/90 

CRUISERS  PURCHASE 

1,955.00 

GREAT  HILL  DEVELOPMENT 

988.52 

32 

04/90 

BRUSH  CHIPPER 

850.00 

MIDDLESEX  BK  TRAFHC  ISSUE 

1,432.95 

14 

11/90 

CONSERVATION  OPERATING  BUDGET  801.05 

STONE  YMEADE 

26.45 

16 

11/90 

MT.  HOPE  INTERN 

1.345.08 

MASTER  PLAN 

253.47 

10 

04/91 

REFURBISH  TRUCK 

29.423.65 

DRUG  TASK  FORCE 

5,333.13 

11 

04/91 

PICK  UP  TRUCK 

12.492.14 

W.  ACTON  LIBRARY 

3,153.51 

12 

04/91 

HRE  SEDAN 

15.000.00 

MOBIL  OIL 

1,494.57 

13 

04/91 

VOTING  EQUIPMENT 

39,062.22 

TREE  PLANTING 

1,606.00 

5 

06/91 

REPURCHASE  CEMETERY  LOT 

800.00 

CONSERVATION  TRUST 

3,550.00 

8 

06/91 

MERRIAM  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  33,000.00 

CONSERVATION  TRAIL 

736.60 

8 

06/91 

SCHOOL  ENERGY  PROJECTS 

187,367.32 

SCHOOL  TEACHER  SUBSTITUTE 

220.00 

SCHOOL  MAPS  &  GLOBES 

1,500.00 
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REFUNDS: 

ENCUMBERED  FUNDS  FROM  PRIOR  YEARS  EXPENDED 

1989 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 

68.93 

IN  ¥/Y  1992: 

1991 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 

1,491.27 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  SALARIES 

13.751.20 

1992 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 

97.00 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  EXPENSES 

98.390.85 

1989 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 

2,220.33 

PROTECTION  SALARIES 

69,143.66 

1990 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 

64.935.39 

PROTECTION  EXPENSES 

55.774.24 

1991 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 

97,355.82 

PUBUC  WORKS  SALARIES 

2.472.99 

1992 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 

69.498.80 

PUBUC  WORKS  EXPENSES 

22.123.58 

1988 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES 

700.71 

LIBRARY  EXPENSES 

1.036.06 

1989 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES 

643.55 

MERRIAM  SCHOOL 

5.487.05 

1990 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES 

1.893.97 

SCHOOL 

100,479.90 

1991 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES 

4,843.86 

SCHOOL  BLANCHARD  AUDITORIUM 

7,715.68 

1992 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TAXES 

2,568.74 

COAVAN 

235.20 

INTEREST  REFUNDED  ON  TAXES 

8,009.15 

AMBULANCE  FEES 

357.07 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TRUST 

2,525,669.76 

SCHOOL  TUITION 

326.07 

TAX  TITLE  EXPENSES 

5,988.21 

TOTAL  DISBURSED 

37,451,804.72 
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STREET  PRECINCT  LIST 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 
SPLIT  STREETS 

Arlington  Street 

rs  14-51  2 

#'s  67-235  odd  3 

#'s  72-232  even  4 

#'s236toend  3 

Central  Street 

#'s  159-430  3 

rs  2-156  4 

Conant  Street 

Odd  numbers  4 

Even  numbers  5 

Hayward  Road 

rs  1-54  2 

rs  97-146  4 

High  Street 

#'s  5-83  odd  4 

rs  18-96  even  5 

#'s  97  to  end  5 

Hosmer  Street 

rs2-55  2 

rs  85  to  end  5 

Main  Street 

#'s  3-300  4 

#'s  348-630  2 

rs  696  to  end  1 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

rs  15-163  2 

#'s  342-568  4 

#'s  574-672  3 

Piper  Road 

Even  numbers  4 

Odd  numbers  5 

School  Street 

#*s 12-95  4 

rs  105  to  end  5 

Spruce  Street 

#'s  32  and  below  4 

#'s  33-68  3 

Windsor  Avenue 

Odd  numbers  3 

Even  numbers  4 

Adams  Street  5 

Agawam  Road  3 

Alcott  Street  2 

Algonquin  Road  3 

Apple  Valley  Drive  4 

Arborwood  Road  5 
Arlington  Street 

14-51  2 
67-235  odd,  236  to  end  3 

72-232  even  4 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT    STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


Ashley  Circle 

1 

Ashwood  Road 

c 

J 

A 

Assabet  Crossing 

e 

J 

< 

J 

Autumn  Lane 

•a 

\^oncoro  Koaa 

L 

Ayer  Road 

£ 

J 

L-Onceiia  L.ircie 

c 

J 

Azalea  Court 

1 
1 

Coolidgc  Dnve 

L 

l^UUglilUI  i3UCCl 

It 

Badger  Circle 

1 
1 

f^/^i  I'll  t***/  1^  11 1  f%  D  /I 

v^uuiiiry  \^iUD  ivOdu 

J 

XDaldoill  LJllyC 

2 

DanKSiue  xioiiow 

1 
1 

v^uwuicy  i^diic 

*t 

£>arKer  Koao 

it 

\_rcUg  IVUaU 

A 

■T 

DdXlcF  IvUdU 

A 

4 

Ddyocrry  ivudu 

1 
1 

ICKCl  VY  d.y 

Dciioiiiuni  unvti 

J 

1 

X 

Berry  Lane 

L 

betn  L-U^cie 

1 
1 

Davis  Road 

1 
1 

rjeisy  Koss  v^ircie 

a 

lycdcuii  nuiii  Lyiivc 

A 
*t 

Beverly  Road 

A 

4 

Deer  Grass  Lane 

1 
X 

Billings  Street 

A 

*» 

uons  Koaa 

*» 

Birch  Ridge  Road 

Downey  Road 

4 

Black  Horse  Drive 

J 

Driftwood  Road 

c 

J 

Brabrook  Road 

1 
1 

Drummer  Road 

c 

J 

creezy  roini  tvoau 

1 
1 

JL/UggoII  iS.UaU 

-1 

3 

Brewster  Lane 

e 

J 

juurKcc  Koau 

A 
4 

Broadview  Street 

Duston  Lane 

1 

Bromfield  Road 

L 

urooK  c>treet 

1 

Eastern  Road 

1 

c 

9 

xjxuwii  ocdx  v^ruobuig 

1 
1 

llAiXX  V^UUl  L 

\ 
J 

Drucewoou  Koaci 

e 

Ililll  OliCCl 

-J 

ijUlcllC  ivUilU 

it 

XZJllClMJll  1^1  iVC 

9 

Xt 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

iisierDrooK  Koau 

1 
1 

X^tnt^n    A  lion  iVr^v 

ciinan  /vuen  i^/nve 

i^aium  LTive 

A 
*f 

nvergrecn  ivudu 

9 

Candida  Lane 

e 

J 

evergreen  way 

9 

Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

A 

Capt.  Forbush  Lane 

4 

Fairway  Road 

c 

Carlisle  Road 

1 
1 

Faulkner  Hill  Road 

4 

Carlton  Drive 

Femwood  Road 

J 

Carnage  Drive 

< 

riie  ot  urum  Koao 

L 

L.asue  unve 

5 

Fiagg  Koaa 

1 
1 

Cedar  Terrace  Drive 

A 

4 

Fletcher  Court 

4 

L-entrai  c>treet 

Flint  Road 

4 

5 

Flintlock  Drive 

2-156 

4 

Forest  Road 

2 

Chad  wick  Street 

5 

Fort  Pond  Road 

2 

Chaffin  Way 

2 

Foster  Street 

5 

Charter  Road 

4 

Fox  HiU  Road 

5 

Cherokee  Road 

3 

Francine  Road 

4 

Cherry  Ridge  Road 

3 

Fraser  Drive 

4 

Church  Street 

3 

Freedom  Farme  Road 

3 

Clover  HiU  Road 

5 
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PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

Gerald  Circle 

5 

Keefe  Road 

1 

Nashoba  Road 

3 

Gioconda  Avenue 

5 

Kelley  Road 

4 

Newtown  Road 

2 

Grasshopper  Lane 

2 

Kingman  Road 

3 

Nonset  Path 

1 

Great  Elm  Way 

1 

Kinsley  Road 

4 

North  Street 

1 

Great  Road 

1 

Knowlton  Drive 

4 

Northbriar  Road 

1 

Greenwood  Lane 

2 

Knox  Trail 

5 

Notre  Dame  Road 

3 

Gregory  Lane 

3 

Grist  Mill  Road 

3 

Lady  Slipper  Lane 

1 

Oakwood  Road 

5 

Guswood  Road 

5 

Larch  Road 

2 

Olde  Bam  Way 

3 

Laurel  Court 

5 

Old  Beaver  Brook 

1 

Haley  Lane 

5 

Laws  Brook  Road 

5 

Old  Colony  Lane 

5 

Hammond  Street 

2 

Ledge  Rock  Way 

1 

Old  Meadow  Lane 

5 

Harris  Street 

1 

Liberty  Street 

4 

Old  Stone  Broc^ 

1 

Harvard  Court 

1 

Lilac  Court 

5 

Old  Village  Road 

2 

Hatch  Road 

5 

Lillian  Road 

2 

Olde  Lantern  Road 

3 

Hawthorne  Street 

2 

Lincoln  Drive 

2 

Olde  Surrey  Drive 

5 

Haynes  Court 

3 

Lisa  Lane 

5 

Oneida  Road 

3 

Hayward  Road 

LitUefleld  Road 

3 

Orchard  Drive 

3 

1-54 

2 

Long  Ridge  Road 

2 

97-146 

4 

Lothrop  Road 

4 

Parker  Street 

5 

Heald  Road 

2 

Partridge  Pond  Road 

2 

Heather  Hill  Road 

3 

MacLeod  Lane 

3 

Patrick  Henry  Circle 

3 

Hemlock  Lane 

2 

Madison  Lane 

2 

Patriots  Road 

2 

Henley  Road 

1 

Magnolia  Drive 

1 

Paul  Revere  Road 

3 

Hennessey  Drive 

4 

Maillet  Drive 

5 

Phalen  Street 

2 

Heritage  Road 

5 

Main  Street 

5 

Pheasant  Hill 

1 

Heron  View  Road 

4 

696  to  end 

1 

Phlox  Lane 

1 

Hickory  Hill  Trail 

2 

348-630 

2 

Pine  Cone  Strand 

1 

High  Street 

3-300 

4 

Pine  Street 

4 

5-83  odd 

4 

Mallard  Road 

4 

Pinewood  Road 

5 

18-96  even,  97  to  end 

5 

Maple  Street 

4 

Piper  Lane 

4 

Highland  Road 

3 

Marian  Road 

3 

Piper  Road 

Hillcrest  Drive 

5 

Martin  Street 

4 

Even  #'s 

4 

Hillside  Terrace 

3 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

Oddrs 

5 

Homestead  Street 

3 

5-163 

2 

Pond  View  Drive 

5 

Horseshoe  Drive 

2 

574-672 

3 

Pope  Road 

1 

Hosmer  Street 

342-568 

4 

Post  Office  Square 

1 

2-55 

2 

Mead  Terrace 

3 

Powder  Horn  Lane 

3 

85  to  end 

5 

Meadow  Brook  Road 

2 

Powder  Mill  Road 

5 

Houghton  Lane 

3 

Meadow's  Edge 

1 

F*rescott  Road 

4 

Huckleberry  Lane 

2 

Meetinghouse  Road 

5 

Proctor  Street 

1 

Huron  Road 

3 

Merriam  Lane 

5 

Prospect  Street 

4 

Milldam  Road 

1 

Puritan  Road 

5 

Independence  Road 

5 

Minot  Avenue 

2 

Putnam  Road 

2 

Iris  Court 

1 

Minuteman  Road 

2 

Putter  Drive 

5 

Isaac  Davis  Way 

2 

Mohawk  Drive 

3 

Mohegan  Road 

3 

Quaboag  Road 

3 

Jackson  Drive 

2 

Musket  Drive 

2 

Quail  Run 

1 

Jefferson  Drive 

2 

Myrtle  Drive 

1 

Quarry  Road 

1 

John  Swift  Road 

2 

Joseph  Reed  Lane 

4 

Nadine  Road 

4 

Raib-oad  Street 

4 

Juniper  Ridge  Road 

3 

Nagog  Hill  Road 

2 

Redwood  Road 

5 

Nagog  Square 

1 

Revolutionary  Road 

2 

Kate  Drive 

1 

Nash  Road 

4 

River  Street 

5 
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STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

STREET  NAME 

Robbins  Street 

4 

33-65 

Robert  Road 

5 

32  and  below 

Robinwood  Road 

5 

Squirrel  HUl  Road 

Rose  Court 

1 

St.  James  Circle 

Russell  Road 

5 

Station  Way 

Stoneymeade  Way 

Sachem  Way 

1 

Stow  Street 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive 

2 

Strawberry  Hill  Road 

Sandas  Trail 

3 

Sudbury  Road 

Sandalwood  Road 

5 

Summer  Street 

Sandy  Drive 

5 

Sutton  Place 

Sawmill  Road 

1 

Sylvia  Street 

School  Street 

12-95 

4 

Taylor  Road 

105  to  end 

5 

Tenney  Circle 

Seminole  Road 

3 

Thoreau  Road 

Seneca  Court 

3 

Ticonderoga  Road 

Seneca  Road 

3 

TiU  Drive 

Silver  HiU  Road 

5 

Torrington  Lane 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane 

1 

Town  House  Lane 

Simon  Willard  Road 

2 

Townsend  Road 

Sioux  Street 

3 

Trask  Road 

Smart  Road 

3 

Tumbling  Hawk 

South  Street 

1 

Tuttle  Drive 

Spencer  Road 

4 

Split  Rock  Road 

1 

Valley  Road 

Spring  HUl  Road 

1 

Vanderbelt  Road 

Spruce  Street 

Wachusett  Drive 

PRECINCT    STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


3  Wampanoag  Drive  3 

4  Wampus  Avenue  1 

3  Washington  Drive  2 

4  Waterside  Clearing  1 

5  Wayside  Lane  4 
1  West  Road  4 

4  Westford  Lane  1 

1  Wetherbee  Street  2 

5  Wheeler  Lane  1 

3  Whittier  Drive  2 

2  WiUis  Holden  Drive  2 

4  WiUow  Street  3 
Wilson  Lane  2 

2  Windemere  Drive  3 

5  Windsor  Avenue 

2  Oddt's  3 

3  Even  #'s  4 

1  Wingate  Lane  1 

4  Winter  Street  3 
4  Winterberry  Path  Drive  1 

3  Wood  Lane  2 

2  Woodbury  Lane  2 
1  Woodchester  Drive  3 

4  Wright  Terrace  3 
Wyndcliff  Drive  1 

5 
5 
3 


89 


90 


92 


Pnvtttt  Way* 

Umter  Ik«  SubdiviaoB  CoalralLtv 
Trailt 

Public  Vayi 


STATVSJ\CS 

Tova  Oi'iMd  Kndi 
Suu  OviMd  Roadi 
Tovn  OwTMd  SttevsUj 
Area  of  Tovn 


«•  imlaa 
lOJ  nuiaa 
206  imJaa 
7  3  iquara  laika 


ACTON  CONSBRVATION  LAND 


□ 


ENTRANCE  LOCATION 


Oraay  Pond 
NafOf  Hll 
vill  a  Hoto 
Naihoda  Kraot 

Spnni  Hill 
Route  2  Land 
Aiboratum 
Cttal  Hill 
Hca>^  Hen 
Pratt  I  Brcot 
North  Arton  Cm/dan 
M  Slcinmait  Land 
N  McClou<  Land 
O  Parr  Land 
P  Monaoe  Land 
I  Q  Caooaton  Land 
R.  Jenkj  Land 
S   Porter'Jenki  Land 
T   Putnam  Land 
U  Putnam  Land 
V  Preaoolt  Land 
W  Cunninfham  Land 
[^X  Sloncyineade  Land 


BuWlta  Road 
Ntirt0%ii  Road  , 
NafOf  HiU  Road 
Nafot  Park  Dn«a 
wCnWr  Lana.  Oara  Road 
Spruif  HiU  Road 
Wetterliaa  Siraal 
Taylor  Road 
School  Straci 
RoMuif  Slract 
Parker  Straet.  Audubon  Hill 
Mata  Slract 
Co<aa<o  Club  Road 
Coaiaal  Sutat 
Caaitral  Straat 
Crntral  Stnat 
Maa^rhiiwtti  Awntaa 
Cantral  Stnat 
MuAat  Orm 
Samu«l  Parlin  Dnva 
Ncwiovn  Road 
Slo»  Straat 
Martin  Strat* 
Sloaaevmaada  Wav 


(I) 

Elm  Su«l 

F.Im  Street 

(n) 

Mill  Pond 

Main  Street 

(m) 

Jones  Field 

Marlin  Street 

(iv) 

Go*3rd  Field 

Moodburv  I-ane 

(v) 

Gardener  Field 

ManachuKtts  Avenue 

(Vl) 

Great  hiiii 

School  Street 

(vii) 

Routes  2A/27 

Main  Strc«t 

(viu) 

lUri  Field 

Taylor  Road 

(ll) 

MacPherJon 

Taylor  Road 

TEMPORARY 

(x) 

School  Street 

School  Street 

(m) 

Woodlamn  Field 

Concord  Road 

TTMTM  or  tCTON  EMGWCntMC  OCMATMCWT 
SCALC   I'- 1200'  MAfKM  17.  1977 


STREFTS  AMMENOED  TO  JANUARY  I.  1991 
MAmC  SCJUJL 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  APPLICATION 


Residents  interested  in  serving  on  a  Town  Board,  Committee,  or  Conrniission  are  requested  to  cx)mplete  this  form  and  forward  it  to  the 
office  of  the  Town  Manager  at  the  Acton  Town  Hall. 
(Please  print  or  type) 

Date:  


Mr/Mrs. 

Ms/Dr  Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial 

Street  Address  Home  Phone  Business  Phone   


Please  refer  to  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  and  indicate  below,  in  order  of  preference,  the  Board,  Committee,  cx  Camnission,  which  is 
of  interest  to  you: 

1)  

2)  

3)  

Have  you  been  a  member  of  a  Board,  Conrniittee,  or  Conunission  previously  (either  in  Acton  or  elsewhere)?  If  you  have,  please  list 
name(s)  and  dates  (apjwox): 


Do  you  have  any  time  restrictions?  

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Acton?  in  Massachusetts?  

Are  you  a  US  citizen?  

Present  occupation  and  employer  ((^tional  -  attach  resume) 

Do  you  or  your  employer  have  any  current  or  potential  business  relationship  with  the  Town  of  Acton  that  could  create  a  conflict  of 

interest?   

Education  or  special  training  


Please  list  below  any  additional  information  or  comments  which  may  help  in  the  matching  of  your  interests  with  the  most  ^propriate 
Board/Conraiittee,  such  as  civic  experience,  special  interest/hobbies,  etc: 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  BOARDS,  COMMITTEES,  AND  COMMISSIONS 


Acton-Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Aging,  Council  on 

Appeals,  Board  of 

Assessors,  Board  of 

Cable  Advisory  Comm. 

CemetCTy  Commissicmers 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Conunittee 

Fort  Devens  Task  Force 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Conmiission 

Health,  Board  of 


Historical  Ccnnmission 

Historic  District  Commission 

Metropolitan  Advisory  Planning  Council 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

Minuteman  Vocational  School  Representative 

Planning  Board 

Prison  Advisory  Committee 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations  Committee 

Recreation  C(Miunission 

South  Acton  Revitalization  Conunittee 

Town  Report  Conmiittee 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Thank  you.  If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  contact  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committeer 
(you  can  find  out  who  the  current  members  are  by  calling  the  Town  Manager's  office  at  Town  Hall,  264-9612).  the  space  below  is  for* 
use  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  C(xnmittee  and  the  appointing  body  to  record  the  status  of  your  application. 


VCC  INTERVIEW 

applicant  called:  date/by  _ 
scheduled  date  /  time 


VCC  RECOMMENDATION:  date  

Board(s)   Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 


Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 
Member  /  Alt  /  Assoc 


Date  VCC  recommendation  sent  to 
BOS  /  TMgr  /  TMod  


[  ]  No  openings  at  this  time 


APPOINTING  BODY:  BOS/TMgr/TMod 

Interview  date  

Appointed:  Date  

to:  Board  

Term  

NOTinCATION  OF  APPOINTMENT 
Date  Received  by  VCC 
Notification  by  the  VCC: 

Date  cOTunittee  notified  

Date  applicant  notified  
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Selectmen 

Town  Hall 

264-961 1 

Snow  Removal 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

Street  Lights 

Boston  Edison 

1-800-752-5200 

Street  Trees 

Municipal  Properties 

264-9629 

Tax  Collections 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

264-9618 

Town  Finances 

Treasurer 

264-9617 

Town  Manager 

Town  Hall 

264-9612 

Train  Service 

Boston  and  Maine 

1-800-392-6099 

Transfer  Station/Recycle  Center 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

Veterans'  Services 

Veterans'  Agent 

264-9617 

Water  Problems 

Water  District 

263-9107 

Welfare  Questions 

Welfare  Department 

481-4726 

Wire  Inspection 

Wire  Inspector 

264-9632 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

264-9632 

Zoning  Appeals 

Board  of  Appeals 

264-9632 

Schools 

Switchboard  Calls  (7a.m.  to  5  p.m.) 

264-4700 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High 

264-4700 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High 

264-4700 

Community  Education  Office 

264-4700 

Conant  School 

264-4700 

Douglas  School 

264-4700 

Gates  School 

264-4700 

McCarthy-Towne  School 

264-4700 

School  Nurse 

High  School 

264-4700 

Junior  High  School 

264-4700 

Elementary  Schools 

264-4700 

Night  Calls 

Central  Office 

263-9503 

Community  Education  and  High  School 

263-7738 

Community  Education  and  Junior  High  School 

263-2607 

263-9504 

263-2753 

263-9162 

McCarthv-Towne 

263-4982 

Special  Calls 

Athletic  Office 

263-0060 

Field  Office 

263-1553 

/ 

Extended  Day  Programs 

263-8538 

REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETINGS 

Acton  Finance  Commission 

2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall  or  AB  High  School 

Acton  Historical  Commission 

2nd  Wednesday  8  PM 

Town  Hall 

Acton  Housing  Authority 

1st  &  3rd  Mondays  7  PM 

68  Windsor  Ave. 

West  Acton 

Acton  Memorial  Library  Trustees 

2nd  Monday  8  PM 

Memorial  Library,  Staff  Room 

Board  of  Appeals 

2nd  Monday  (except  April  &  August)  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Board  of  Assessors 

1  St  Wednesday  6  PM 

Town  Hall 

Board  of  Health 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Every  other  Tuesday  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Citizen's  Library 

3rd  Thursday  7:  30  PM 

Citizen's  Library,West  Acton 

Commission  on  Disability 

2nd  Thursday  7  PM 

Town  Hall 

Conservation  Commission 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  8  PM 

Town  Hall 

Council  on  Aging 

2nd  Wednesday  7:30  PM 

Acton  Congregational  Church, 

C.O.A.  Office  ground  floor 

Co-ordinating  Committee 

Mondays  7:15  AM 

Junior  High  Room  1 14 

Historic  District  Commission 

1st  &  3rd  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Planning  Board 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Planning  Council 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesdays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Recreation  Commission 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays  7:00  PM 

Town  Hall 

School  Committee  —  Local 

2nd  Thursday  8  PM 

Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 

School  Committee  —  Regional 

1  St  Thursday  7  PM 

Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 

South  Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesday  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

West  Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesdays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Transportation  Advisory  Comm. 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesdays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Comm. 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Town  Hall 

Water  Commissioners 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 

Whitcomb  Station,  693  Mass.  Ave. 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS: 

POLICE:  263-2911 

FIRE:  263-9191 

AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

EMERGENCY  TDD:  263-2911 

Give  your  NAME  and  ADDRESS  and  the  NATURE  OF  YOUR  EMERGENCY.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  the  message 
has  been  understood. 


For  answers  on: 

Animal  Inspection 

Assessments 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages 

Building 

Cemeteries 

Civil  Defense 

Conservation 

Dog  Problems  (See  Licenses) 
Education  Information 
Elections,  Voting  and  Registration 
Elderly  Affairs 


Engineering 

Fire  (Business  and  Permits) 
Garbage  and  Refuse 
Hazardous  Materials 
Health  and  Sanitation 
Highways  and  Streets 
Home  Nursing 
Housing 
Libraries 


LICENSES 

Dog 

Fishing 

Hunting 
Mental  Health 
Mosquito  Control 


Call  the 

Animal  Inspector 
Board  of  Assessors 
Accountant 
Town  Clerk 

Building  Commissioner 
Cemetery  Superintendent 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
Conservation  Office 
Dog  Officer 

School  Superintendent's  Office 
Town  Clerk 
Council  on  Aging 
Minuteman  Home  Care 
Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
Town  Engineer 
Fire  Department 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Health 
Highway  Department 
Public  Health  Nursing 
Housing  Authority 
Acton  Memorial  Library 
Citizen's  Library  of  W.  Acton 
T.D.D.  (for  the  deaf) 

Town  Clerk 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Clerk 

Mental  Health  Assoc.  of  Central  Middlesex 
Municipal  Properties 


Telephone' 

263-  4979 

264-  9622 
264-9621 
264-9615 
264-9632 
264-9644 
264-9655 
264-9631 
264-9638 
264-4700 
264-9615 
264-9643 

263-  8720 

264-  9653 
264-9628 
264-9645 
264-9634 
264-9634 
264-9634 
264-9624 
264-9653 

263-  5339 

264-  9641 
264-9652 
635-0072 

264-9615 
264-9615 
264-9615 

263-  3455 

264-  9629 


PERMITS 

Blasting 
Building 
Food  Ser\'ice 
Heating 

Historic  Districts  Certificates 

Oil  Burners 

Outdoor  Burning 

Plumbing 

Sewage 

Smoke  Detectors 

Wiring 

Zoning 
Planning 
Police  Business 
Recreation 


Fire  Department 

Building  Inspector 

Board  of  Health 

Fire  Department 

Building  Department 

Fire  Department 

Fire  Department 

Building  Department 

Board  of  Health 

Fire  Department 

Building  Department 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

Planning  Department  (Fair  Housing) 

Police  Department 

School  Department 


264-9645 
264-9632 
264-9634 
264-9645 
264-9632 
264-9645 
264-9645 
264-9632 
264-9634 
264-9645 
264-9632 
264-9636 
264-9636 
264-9638 
264-4700 


1993 
Annual 
Reports 


: ACTON 


Town  of 
Acton, 
Massachusetts 


Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Eighth  Municipal  Year     a  i 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st  ^ 


Given  to  the  town  by  Helen  Cowdrey  Little  in  memory  of  her  father,  Doctor  Harris  Cowdrey, 
who  "so  often  watered  his  horse  at  the  old  town  well",  this  horse  trough  remained  in  Acton  Center  until  1910. 
Then  the  records  of  its  location  were  lost  until  it  was  rediscovered  on  Stoney  Meade  Farm  in  recent  years. 
It  was  returned  to  town  service  in  the  Arboretum  and  once  again  is  in  use. 


For  Reference 


Printed  by  Alhol  Press  Inc..  —  Aihol.  MA  01331 


Not  to  be  taken  from  this  room 


RECOGNITION 


Mary  E.  Larson 


Mary,  a  native  of  Boxborough,  retired  as  Acton's  Town 
Accountant  after  more  than  twenty-six  years  of  dedicated  service 
to  the  Town  of  Acton.  Mary  was  Town  Accountant  from  1985  to 
1993  during  this  time  her  many  accomplishments  left  a  void  that 
will  be  hard  to  fill. 

She  put  in  long  hours  to  accomplish  the  day  to  day  tasks  that 
are  part  of  the  job.  Some  may  take  for  granted  the  things  Mary  did 
like  a  weekly  payroll  and  paying  the  Towns  bills  on  time,  but  she 
loved  her  job  and  considered  this  "community  service". 

Mary,  an  accounting  major  at  Burdett  College  in  Boston, 
started  her  career  in  town  government  as  Town  Clerk  in 
Boxborough  working  out  of  her  home.  She  came  to  Acton  in  1 966 
under  the  supervision  of  Robert  Ericson,  then  town  accountant, 
working  in  West  Acton. 


In  1967  the  Accountant's  office  was  moved  into  the  Town 
Hall.  Things  looked  much  different  than  they  do  today:  no  Town 
Manager,  no  computers  and  employees  did  many  tasks. 

Mary  held  several  different  positions  during  her  tenure 
with  Acton  among  them  being  Acting  Town  Accountant  as  well 
as  the  Assistant  Town  Accountant.  It  was  in  1985  that  she 
officially  became  Town  Accountant  when  Roy  Wetherby  be- 
came the  Director  of  Finance. 

There  are  no  external  ways  to  measure  the  work  that  Mary 
did  for  the  Town  as  she  quietly  worked  in  her  comer  office  at 
Town  Hall.  You  can't  count  inches  of  snow  plowed,  see  lawns 
mowed  or  pot  holes  filled.  There  are  no  awards  for  good  record 
keeping  (except  a  clean  audit)  but  co-workers  at  Town  Hall  say 
"she  just  kept  things  running". 

Mary  is  a  wife,  mother  and  grandmother.  Now  that  she  is 
retired  there  will  be  more  time  to  spend  with  her  family. 
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RECOGNITION 


Thomas  Frederick  Stewart  Kennedy  Jr. 


July  23rd  marked  the  passing  of  an  era  at  the  Cemetery 
Department,  for,  on  that  date,  Stewart  Kennedy  retired,  Stewart, 
his  father,  T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy,  and  his  Grandfather, 
Frederick  W.  Green,  all  served  as  cemetery  superintendents  in 
Acton.  When  we  include  his  grandfather,  Duncan  Stewart 
Kennedy,  and  his  brother,  Ernest  Kennedy,  the  family  managed 
to  amass  173  years  of  cemetery  service  in  97  consecutive  years. 
At  Stewart's  retirement  party,  F.  Dore  Hunter,  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  presented  a  bronze  plaque  designating  the 
office/garage  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery  as  the  Kennedy  Service 
Building,  in  honor  of  the  54  combined  years  of  Superintendency 
by  "Stew"  and  "Fred". 

During  his  fifty  years  tenure,  Stewart  advanced  through  the 
positions  of  part-time  employee,  full-time  maintenance  man, 
foreman  and  superintendent  and  served  as  Veterans  Burial 
Agent.  He  was  also  a  volunteer  fireman  for  22  years.  He  served 


as  a  director  and  was  elected  president  of  both  the  Massachusetts 
Cemetery  Association  and  the  New  England  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion. He  was  the  first  superintendent  of  a  municipal  cemetery  to 
receive  the  New  England  Cemetery  Association's  "Certificate  of 
Professional  Achievement".  During  his  tenure,  he  saw  many 
changes  in  cemetery  maintenance  and  management.  In  facing  the 
challenge,  he  took  pride  in  maintaining  the  family  standard  of 
excellence  in  the  management  of  the  Town's  cemeteries. 

Bom  and  raised  in  Acton,  he  married  and  eventually 
moved  to  Boxborough,  where  he  and  his  wife  Patricia  raised  their 
three  children.  Stewart  and  Patricia  look  forward  to  these  retire- 
ment years  as  a  chance  to  relax,  travel,  catch  up  on  home  projects, 
and  enjoy  their  growing  number  of  grandchildren.  We  know  you 
join  us  in  thanking  him  for  a  job  well  done  and  in  wishing  him  a 
long  and  happy  retirement. 
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Acton 


Incorporated  as  a  Town:    juiy  3, 1735 


Type  of  Government: 
Location: 


Town  Meeting  -  Selectmen/Town  Manager 

Eastern  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  County,  bordered  on  the  east  by  Carlisle  and  Concord, 
on  the  west  by  Boxborough,  on  the  north  by  Westford  and  Littleton,  on  the  south  by 
Sudbury,  and  the  southwest  by  Stow  and  Maynard. 


Elevation  at  Town  Hall: 
Land  Area: 
Population: 


268'  above  mean  sea  level 


Approximately  20  square  miles 


Year 

1950 

1960 
1970 
1980 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 


Persons 

3,510 

7,238 
14,770 
19,000 
18,143 
17,509 
18,055 
18,351 


Memorial  Dedication  to  Those  who  Served 
the  Town  of  Acton 

Patience  MacPherson 
February  6, 1993 

Among  her  many,  many  activities.  Patience  MacPherson  served  as  a  member  of  the  Acton  Recreation  Commission  for  seven  years, 
serving  as  its  first  chairman,  a  seven-year  member  of  the  Acton  Housing  Authority;  a  charter  member  of  the  Acton  Historical  Society; 
a  seven  year  member  of  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Acton  Community  Center  Board  of  Directors  and 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  in  Acton. 


John  Loring 
July  11,1993 

John  Loring  was  elected  to  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  for  16  years.  An  Acton  resident  for  46  years,  he  was  a 
former  member  and  past  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  nine  years,  the  Planning  Board  for  seven  years,  and  the  Board  of 
Assessors  for  five  years. 


Charles  Courtright 
August  22, 1993 


An  Acton  resident  for  27  years,  Charles  Courtright  was  part  of  the  original  planning  committee  to  create  a  vocational  technical 
school  for  the  Acton-Concord  Area  and  served  as  Acton's  first  school  committee  member  on  the  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational 
Technical  School. 


Mary  Hadley 
November  26, 1993 


Mary  Hadley  was  elected  Acton's  first  woman  selectman  in  1965,  and  was  active  in  town  affairs  for  many  years.  She  and  Barbara 
Nylander  bought  the  Jones'  Tavern  Building  and  from  this  came  the  Iron  Works  Farm  in  Acton. 
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ACTON  VOLUNTEERS 

The  Town  Report  Committee  has  chosen  the  Acton  Arbo- 
retum and  its  many  volunteers  as  their  focus  this  year.  In  doing 
so  we  wish  to  recognize  the  many  volunteers  who  give  of  their 
time  and  energies  to  make  Acton  the  town  that  it  is.  To  see  who 
some  of  these  many  volunteers  are  you  need  only  read  the 
extensive  list  of  Appointments  made  by  the  Moderator,  Select- 
men and  Town  Manager.  These  are  the  people  who  volunteer  in 
Town  Government.  To  learn  more  about  what  they  do,  read  the 
committees  report  in  this  Town  Report.  If  you  wish  to  be  a 
volunteer,  please  see  the  Acton  Volunteer  Application  at  the  back 
of  this  book. 

There  are,  in  addition,  many  more  volunteers  in  other 
facets  of  Acton's  life.  The  photographs  in  this  report  depict  the 
people  and  the  activities  it  takes  to  transform  the  Arboretum  from 
an  abandoned  apple  orchid,  rife  with  poison  ivy.  into  an  impres- 
sive set  of  gardens  and  plantings.  The  efforts  of  the  Arboretum's 
volunteers  are  highly  visual,  but  we  also  salute  the  many  others 
who  quietly  provide  services  and  support  to  the  citizens  of  Acton 
in  less  tangible  ways. 
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NATIONAL,  STATE,  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIALS 


President 
Vice  President 

Senators  in  Congress 
5th  Congressional  District 

Representative  in  Congress 
5th  Congressional  District 

Governor 

Lieutenant  Governor 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
Attorney  General 

Councillor,  3rd  Councillor  District 

Senator,  Middlesex/Worcester  District 

Representative  in  General  Court 

14th  Middlesex  Representative  District 

MTODLESEX  COUNTY 


County  Commissioners 


Clerk  of  Superior  Courts, 
Middlesex  County 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  South  District 
County  Treasurer 
Register  of  Probate 
District  Attorney 
County  Sheriff 

REGISTERED  VOTERS  STATISTICS  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 1993 

Registered  Democrats 
Registered  Republicans 
Registered  Unenrolled 


Total  Population 


Bill  Clinton 
Al  Gore 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
John  F.  Kerry 

Martin  T.  Meehan 

William  F.  Weld 
Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 
Michael  Joseph  Connolly 
Joseph  D.  Malone 
Joseph  DeNucci 
L.  Scott  Harshbarger 
Robert  B.  Kennedy 
Robert  A.  Durand 
Pamela  P.  Resor 

Thomas  J.  Larkin 
Edward  J.  Kennedy 
Francis  X.  Flaherty 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 

Eugene  Brune 
James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 
Donna  M.  Lambert 
Thomas  F.  Reilly 
John  P.  McGonigle 

1,915 
1,440 
7,510 
10,865 

18,351 
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ADMINISTRATION 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  1993  municipal  year  involved  change,  adjustment, 
diminished  resources  and  lowered  expectations.  It  was  a  year  in 
which  two  Proposition  2  1/2  override  elections  were  lost  and  the 
basic  relationship  between  municipal  governance  and  the  school 
administrations  was  fundamentally  altered  by  new  legislation. 
As  a  result  the  Selectmen  had  to  make  many  difficult  decisions 
allocating  scarce  resources  and  spent  much  of  the  year  focused  on 
efforts  to  try  to  maintain  existing  service  levels. 

At  the  annual  Town  election  incumbents  Nancy  Tavemier 
and  Dore  Hunter  were  returned  unopposed  to  the  Board  for 
additional  terms.  The  lack  of  any  election  challenges  to  the 
incumbents  may  have,  at  least  in  part,  occurred  because  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  is  functioning  in  a  increasingly  difficult  environ- 
ment, one  in  which  it  must  be  more  focused  on  decisions  between 
cutting  and  maintaining  services,  rather  than  being  able  to  pursue 
additional  or  improved  services  for  the  citizenry.  It  is  also  a  time 
in  which  the  serving  Selectmen  hear  many  more  critical  com- 
ments. When  the  Board  reorganized  after  the  annual  Town 
Meeting,  Dore  Hunter  was  elected  Chairman,  Anne  Fanton 
became  the  Vice  Chairman  and  Bill  Mullin  assumed  the  duties  of 
Clerk. 

A  combined  Town-School  general  Proposition  2  1/2  over- 
ride question  was  placed  on  the  annual  Town  election  ballot  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  a  favorable  vote  recommended,  after 
a  long  debate  between  School  representatives.  Finance  Commit- 
tee members,  and  the  Selectmen,  through  the  Coordinating 
Conmiittee  process.  In  the  Selectmen's  opinion  the  municipal 
portion  of  the  proposed  override  reflected  funding  for  an  appro- 
priate level  of  municipal  services.  The  electorate  did  not  agree, 
and  voted  to  disapprove  the  proposed  tax  increase.  Accordingly 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  presented  their  "B"  budget  request  at 
Town  Meeting  in  exactly  the  form  that  it  had  been  advertised 
before  the  election,  and  stated  its  intention  to  carry  out  the  voters' 
will  in  regard  to  the  resultant  level  of  municipal  services.  How- 
ever, a  grass  roots  citizens  movement  emerged  and  successfully 
offered  contingent  school  and  Town  budget  warrant  articles  at 
the  annual  Town  Meeting  seeking  a  second  special  election  to 
approve  a  lower  level  Proposition  2  1/2  override.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen,  although  concerned  about  the  political  effect  of  an 
attempt  to  get  a  "second  bite  at  the  apple",  took  guidance  from  the 
Town  Meeting  vote  and  called  the  requested  special  election. 
That  election  resulted  in  a  second  rejection  of  a  Proposition 
2  1/2  general  override.  Accordingly  the  Board  of  Selectmen  went 
forward  with  its  "B"  budget  exactly  as  had  been  approved  by 
Town  Meeting. 

During  the  summer  the  Great  and  General  Court  and  the 
Governor  approved  an  Education  Reform  Act.  Although  that 
wide  ranging  legislation  addresses  many  educational  matters,  it 


also  had  and  has  an  enormous  impact  on  municipal  finance. 
Implementation  of  the  Act  brought  into  play  a  complicated  and 
unrealistic  formula  which  requires  communities  to  increase 
school  spending  by  some  amount  in  excess  of  2  1/2%  each  year 
in  order  to  qualify  for  increased  state  aid.  Although  Acton  has 
historically  been  one  of  the  top  communities  in  the  Common- 
wealth in  regard  to  the  proportion  of  municipal  revenues  devoted 
to  education,  and  co-relatively  one  of  the  lowest  in  proportion  of 
revenues  available  for  municipal  government,  it  was  determined 
that  additional  monies  would  have  to  be  provided  the  school 
systems  supported  by  the  Town  during  the  current  budget  year, 
and  then  again  in  each  future  year.  Provision  of  such  additional 
funding  from  property  tax  sources,  of  course,  has  and  will  have 
the  effect  of  decreasing  the  funding  available  to  municipal 
government,  within  the  constraints  of  Proposition  2  1/2. 

Initially  the  school  administration  and  state  officials  ad- 
vised the  Board  of  Selectmen  that  the  anticipated  retroactive 
Education  Reform  Act  levy  on  municipal  funds  during  the  1993- 
1994  fiscal  year  would  approximate  one  million  dollars,  about 
one-tenth  of  the  entire  municipal  budget.  Faced  with  such  a  threat 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  inunediately  ordered  a  freeze  on  hiring 
and  miscellaneous  expenditures  and  curtailed  that  portion  of  the 
police  and  fire  protection  that  depended  on  budgeted  overtime 
payments,  hoping  to  accumulate  some  funds  through  reduced 
spending  with  which  to  offset  the  sweeping  reductions  such  an 
assessment  would  entail,  if  a  waiver  could  not  be  obtained. 
Fortunately  through  accounting  clarifications  and  negotiations 
the  Town  Manager  was,  by  years  end,  able  to  radically  reduce  the 
pending  FY  1994  retroactive  Education  Reform  Act  Levy  on  the 
Town. 

The  largest  factor  in  the  reduction  of  the  retroactive  levy 
was  the  fact  that  the  Town  Meeting  and  Regional  School  Com- 
mittee had  each  previously  voted  to  defer  prior  year's  teachers 
summer  pay  at  the  urging  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  -  controver- 
sial decisions  at  the  time  which  now  paid  unexpected  dividends 
in  form  of  retention  of  municipal  services.  Ultimately  the  ques- 
tion of  a  waiver  of  the  retroactive  levy  waiver  depended  on  the 
schools  willingness  to  rescind  activity  fees  that  had  been  insti- 
tuted in  the  schools  to  avoid  implementing  some  of  the  cutbacks 
to  reach  the  schools  "B"  Budgets  after  the  lost  override  votes.  The 
School  Committees  determined  they  could  not  afford  to  do  so, 
having  already  spent  the  fees  that  had  been  collected.  At  the  end 
of  1993  it  was  anticipated  that  the  retroactive  levy  for  1993-1994 
can  be  covered  by  appropriating  the  existing  free  cash  account, 
including  the  "turn  backs"  from  the  1992-1993  municipal  bud- 
get, to  the  benefit  of  the  schools  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting  in 
April  1994. 
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While  the  immediate  impact  of  the  Education  Reform  Act 
related  to  the  retroactive  levy  potential,  the  long  term  and  more 
important  effects  of  the  Act  on  municipal  finance  became  appar- 
ent as  the  Board  of  Selectmen  began  their  consideration  of  the 
budget  for  the  1994-1995  fiscal  year.  Proposition  2  1/2  allowed 
Town  funding  each  year  will  now  depend  on  what  is  left  over 
after  the  Education  Reform  Act  formula  mandating  minimum 
year  to  year  increases  in  local  school  spending  have  been  met,  and 
that  formula  seems  designed  to  force  the  school  spending  to  rise 
at  a  rate  faster  than  the  Proposition  2  1/2  allowed  property  tax 
increases.  The  Act's  imposition  of  a  formula  driven  minimum 
school  property  tax  entitlement  effectively  ended  the  partnership 
approach  that  the  school  and  Town  administrations  had  pursued 
for  a  number  of  years  through  the  Coordinating  Committee.  Bi- 
weekly early  Monday  morning  meetings  continue  between  the 
same  school  and  Town  representatives,  but  that  activity  now 
involves  keeping  each  other  advised  of  recent  and  pending 
individual  board  activities  and  decisions,  rather  than  coordinat- 
ing those  activities.  These  continuing  meetings  have  accordingly 
been  re-named  as  the  Municipal  Forum. 

In  late  1993  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  after  the  required 
annual  tax  classification  hearing,  which  involved  presentations 
of  many  points  of  view  by  the  Finance  Committee,  residents,  and 
the  Acton  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  continued  the  practice  of 
a  split  tax  rate  and  returned  the  2 1/2%  to  the  business  rate  that  had 
been  shifted  to  the  residential  rate  in  1992. 

The  dedicated  professional  Town  staff  has  continued  to 
serve  the  Town  well  during  this  difficult  year.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  most  often  interacts  with  the  staff  in  the  Town 
Manager's  office,  Don  Johnson,  John  Murray  and  Christine 
Joyce,  but  behind  those  effective  three  in  the  "front  office"  there 


is  a  corps  of  199  other  Town  employees  whose  faithful  and 
tireless  service  makes  Acton  the  Town  that  it  is.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  hope  in  their  budget  decisions  to  preserve  that  excel- 
lent staff.  The  significant  changes  in  that  staff  this  year  include 
Mary  Larson's  departure  after  26  years  as  Town  Accountant.  As 
part  of  a  reorganization  to  replace  Mary,  Sharon  (Tess)  Summers 
was  hired  as  Assistance  Finance  Director/Accounting  Division. 
Stewart  Kennedy  retired  after  50  years  of  service  to  the  Town  as 
the  Superintendent  of  Cemeteries.  Catherine  Belbin  was  pro- 
moted to  Town  Clerk  to  replace  Connie  Huber.  Brian  McMullin 
replaced  Lela  Rhodes  as  Assistant  Assessor.  Lucy  Saia  left  as 
Administrator/Supervisor  of  the  Nursing  Service  and  Mary  Ellen 
Mayo  was  hired  to  replace  her. 

In  addition  to  the  professional  staff,  the  Town  also  contin- 
ues to  receive  effective  and  loyal  service  from  over  165  volun- 
teers who  serve  on  what  seems  like  an  endless  list  of  boards  and 
committees,  discharging  many  important  municipal  services. 
Without  the  many,  many  hours  of  time  that  those  volunteers 
donate  to  the  Town  the  quality  of  life  in  Acton  would  be  far 
inferior  to  what  it  is  today.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  expresses  its 
appreciation  to  all  those  who  have  volunteered  to  serve  the  Town, 
and  encourages  all  citizens  to  participate  in  your  local  govern- 
ment. 

F.  Dore  Hunter,  Chair 
Anne  Fanton,  Vice-Chair 
William  Mullin,  Clerk 
Nancy  Tavemier 
Norman  Lake 


TOWN  MANAGER 


"Hope  is  not  the  same  as  joy  when  things  are  going  well, 
or  willingness  to  invest  in  enterprises  that  are  obviously 
headed  for  early  success,  but  rather  an  ability  to  work  for 
something  to  succeed.  Hope  is  definitely  not  the  same  as 
optimism.  It's  not  the  conviction  that  something  will  turn 
out  well,  but  the  certainty  that  something  makes  sense, 
regardless  of  how  it  turns  out.  It  is  this  hope,  above  all,  that 
gives  us  strength  to  live  and  to  continually  try  new  things, 
even  in  conditions  that  seem  hopeless.  Life  is  too  precious 
to  permit  its  devaluation  by  living  pointlessly,  emptily, 
without  meaning,  without  love  and,  finally,  without  hope. " 

—  Vaclav  Havel 

I  am  privileged  to  present  this  Annual  Report.  Over  the 
years  my  messages  have  been  of  good  times  and  bad,  growing 
economies  and  declining  economies,  optimism,  and  pessimism, 
statistics  and  personalities  but,  constant  to  each,  there  has  always 
been  a  theme  of  hoi>e. 

For  all  of  the  good  and  bad,  1993  stacks  up  as  the  most 
trying  year,  both  personally  and  professionally,  in  my  experi- 
ence. There  were  times  when  optimism  was  impossible.  During 


those  periods  I  began  to  comprehend  Havel '  s  distinction  between 
optimism  and  hope.  Building,  as  we  always  do,  on  the  experi- 
ences of  previous  years,  1993  underscores  the  need  to  deal  with 
the  issues  that  require  our  immediate  attention  but  always  keep 
them  in  perspective.  Often  we  find  ourselves  caught  up  in  the 
day-to-day  and  we  lose  sight  of  that  which  is  truly  meaningful  and 
important.  We  must  constantly  take  care  that  our  priorities  are  in 
the  right  order. 

As  the  Town  Manager's  Office  enters  1994,  we  do  so  not 
with  false  optimism  or  the  wishful  assumption  that  things  will  be 
"better"  or  easier  in  1994.  Rather,  we  enter  the  new  year  with 
hope  and  confidence  that  there  is  meaning  and  purpose  to  our 
efforts. 

We  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  having  served  you 
another  year. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON'S  FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Allen  Nelson  1994 

Walter  W.  Sprague  1995 

William  Klauer  1996 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW  FUND 

Mabel  Grekula  1994 

Frances  S.  Moretti  1995 

Shirley  Towle  1996 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

Edwin  Miller  1994 

Cornelia  O.  Huber  1995 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  SELECTMAN 

♦Resigned 

REGISTER  OF  VOTERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 

George  Tuttle  Maureen  Pasik 

Evelyn  Olschewski 

DIRECTOR  of  FINANCE  and  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

Mary  E.  Larson* 
W.  Roy  Wetherby 

TOWN  MANAGER 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Don  P.  Johnson  1995 

TOWN  CLERK 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Catherine  Belbin  1996 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  CLERK 

Catherine  Belbin* 

TOWN  COLLECTOR 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 
AND  TOWN  TREASURER 

John  Murray  111 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Palmer  and  Dodge 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members  -  3  Alternates 

Matt  Mleziva  1993 

Malcolm  Burdine  1994 

Duncan  Wood  1994 

Janet  Clark  (Alt)  1994 

Beatrice  Perkins  (Alt)  1994 

Stephen  Crockett  1996 

Nicholas  Miller  (Alt)  1 996 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members  -  2  Alternates 

Robert  Adams  1994 

James  Kotanchik  1996 

Donald  Rhude  (Alt)  1996 
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  CULTURAL  COUNCIL 
Two  Year  Appointment 
Seven  to  Nine  Members  from  each  Town 


Rosalie  DeQuattro  1993 

Catherine  Garcia  1993 

Sharon  Santillo  1993 

Janet  Thrope  1993 

Gail  Erwin  1994 

JacqueUne  Clement  1994 

Kay  Rosenburg  Hartung  1995 

CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 

John  Covert  1996 

Michael  Granat  1996 

Laura  Hirsch  1996 

Leslie  Hogan  1996 

James  Shelton  1996 

Alfred  Weissensee  1996 

Sharon  Ingraham  1996 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

Edward  Bailey  1994 

Walter  George  1995 

Brewster  Conant  1996 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Seven  Members  -  Three  Associates 

Peter  Shanahan  1993 

Linda  McElroy  (Assoc)  1993 

Morene  Bodner  1994 

John  Chalmers  1994 

WiUiam  Hill  1994 

Andrew  Sheehan  1995 

Ann  Shubert  1995 

Robert  Darlington  (Assoc)  1996 

Andrew  Durham  (Assoc)  1996 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
One  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Donna  Benanti  (Assoc)  1993 

Dorothy  Chautin  1993 

Margaret  Beddoe  1994 

Warren  Donovan  1994 

Marcia  Epstein  1994 

Peggy  Erlanger  1994 

Juliana  Kennedy  1994 

Constance  Krea  1994 

RoyTrafton  1994 

Angeline  Conn  1995 

James  Parker  1995 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  -  Three  Associates 
Cordelia  Alfaro  1994 
Jonathan  Bos  worth  1995 
William  H.  Mclnnis  1995 
Mark  Conoby  1996 
Peter  Vaillancourt  1996 

FAIR  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 
Lois  Stem  1993 
David  Thrope  1993 
Robert  Coan  1994 
Kevin  Forsyth  1995 
Katherine  Reiner  1995 

FORT  DEVENS  REUSE  TASK  FORCE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Mark  Donohoe  1995 
John  Ekberg  1995 
George  Neagle  1995 
Carol  Place  1995 
Marilyn  Wolfson  1996 

HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member  -  One  Alternate 

Ken  Klemmer  1994 
Frank  Maclntire  (Alt)  1994 
Marilyn  Wolfson  (Alt)  1996 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  -  Two  Associates 

Virginia  Milbery  1994 

Robert  Rhodes  1994 

Anita  Dodson  1996 

William  Klauer  1996 

Victoria  Beyer  (Assoc)  1996 

David  Harris,  Jr.  (Assoc)  1996 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Six  Members  •  Four  Alternates 

Christopher  Dallmus  1994 

Anne  Forbes  1994 

Thomas  Peterman  (Alt)  1994 

Michaela  Moran  1995 

Wesley  Mo  wry  1995 

Sandra  Schmidt  1996 

Joan  Gates  1996 
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METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  sCOUNCIL 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Donald  Gilberti  1994 
MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 
One  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Joan  Burrows  1994 

PLANNING  BOARD 
Five  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  -  Two  Associates 

Doughlas  Camahan  1994 

Joshua  Chemin  (Assoc)  1994 

James  Lee  1994 

Richard  Croswell  (Assoc)  1994 

William  Shupert  1995 

John  Pavan  1997 

Mary  Giorgio  1997 

Gregory  Niemyski  1998 

David  L.  Hill  1998 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

Jean  Schoch  1995 
George  Pederson  1996 

SOUTH  ACTON  REVITALIZATION  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Betsey  Eldridge  1994 

Samuel  Manka  1994 

Sandra  Whaley  1994 

Roger  Andrews  1995 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Jack  Powers  1993 

Nancy  Whitcomb  1993 

Elizabeth  Comstock  1994 

Charles  Husbands  1994 

Walter  George  1995 

Charles  Kadlec  1995 

Jean  Lane  1995 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  MODERATOR 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 


David  Steinhilper 
Mary  Donald 
Sid  Johnston 
Sharon  Gaudet 
Eliot  Whitney  (Alt) 


1994 
1994 
1994 
1994 
1994 


Charles  Olmstead 
John  Rogers 
Kirwan  Morgan 
Paul  Kohout 
Herman  Kabakoff 

MINUTE  MAN  VOCATIONAL 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Robert  A.  Wiltsie 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  TOWN  MANAGER 

*  Resigned 
ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 


1995 
1995 
1995 
1996 
1996 


1994 


John  Murray 


Lela  Sorenson* 
Brian  McMullin 


ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


CONSERVATION  ADMINISTRATOR 

Thomas  E.  Tidman 


CONSTABLES 


David  Allen 
Frederick  Hryniewich 
Robert  Rhodes 


Christine  Joyce 
David  Muscovitz 
Barbara  Harnett 


DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David  F.  Abbt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

William  M.  Primiano 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF 
GAS  PIPING  AND  GAS  APPLIANCES 

James  G.  Corey 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Donald  MacLeod 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Norman  D.  Lake 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

Dean  A.  Charter 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Douglas  K.  Halley 


DOG  OFFICER 


Leslie  Boardman 
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David  F.  Abbt 


William  J.  Durkin 


Robert  C.  Craig 


FENCE  VIEWER 


FIELD  DRIVER 


FIRE  CHIEF 


DEPUTY  FIRE  CHIEF 

William  M.  Primiano 


Clarence  Frost 
Bernard  Caouette 

Paul  Simeone 
Carl  Robinson 


CAPTAINS 


LIEUTENANTS 


Donald  Copeland 
William  Bennett 

George  Williams  III 
Robert  Vanderhoof 


FIREFIGHTERS 

Forrest  Emerson  Bean  III 
Joseph  Conquest 
Peter  A.  Robinson 
Wayne  Decker 
Brent  Wheeler 
Daniel  Morse 


David  Calkins 
James  Kessler 
Richard  O'Leary 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
James  Young 


FIREFIGHTERS/EMT 


Robert  Sabourin 
John  White 
Richard  Sullivan 
Robert  Hart 
James  Ray 
Krist  Nelson 
Tom  Wallerstein 
Kenneth  Ineson 
Mark  Richardson 
William  Klauer 


Kevin  Lyons 
Scott  Morse 
Michael  Lyons 
Geoffrey  Neagle 
Ricky  Robinson 
David  Soar 
Anita  Amum 
Bruce  Stone 
Brian  Richter 
Robert  Wetherbee 


CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 

Robert  Puffer  Stephen  Sliney 

Richard  Swenson  John  Simeone 

William  Hanman  Ronald  Pudsey 


FOREST  WARDEN 


Robert  C.  Craig 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

Patrick  H.  Palmer 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  AND  APPLIANCES 

Paul  Kelleher 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Garry  Rhodes 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  James  A.  Barbato 

Robert  Greenough  Paul  Cogan 

John  T.  McNiff  Ronald  Johnson 

Jeffrey  Dudley  Christopher  Prehl 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Mark  Fitzpatrick 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 

T.F.  Stewart  Kennedy* 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Richard  Howe 


TOWN  ENGINEER 


David  F.  Abbt 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

George  W.  Robinson 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Standing  Civil  Service  Appointment) 

Chief  George  W.  Robinson 

Lt.  John  McNiff 

Lt.  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


Robert  S.  Rhodes 
Thomas  J.  Rogers 
James  V.  McPadden* 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Jeffrey  Dudley* 
James  Goodemote 
Ronald  Johnson 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Michael  Oman* 
Christopher  N.  Prehl 
Donald  Palma 
Scott  Howe 


SERGEANTS 


PATROLMEN 


Robert  Parisi 
James  Cogan 


Christopher  Browne 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Frederick  Rentschier 
Robert  L.  Cowan 
Pablo  Hernandez* 
Albert  Crowley* 
Raymond  Grey  Jr. 
Todd  Frenniman 
Michael  Coughlin* 
John  Cooney 
Michael  Cogan 


MATRONS 

June  Carney  Christine  Joyce 

Deborah  Richardson  Linda  Kock 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 


Faith  Allen 
Kevin  Antonelli 


Allura  Taylor 
Scott  Howe* 


Clarence  Frost 


VETERAN'S  AGENT  AND 
DIRECTOR  OF  VETERAN'S  SERVICES 

T.F.  Stewart  Kennedy* 


12 


VETERAN'S  BURIAL  AGENT 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy* 

COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members  -  Three  Associates 

Carol  Lake  (Town  Liaison) 
Wayne  Geehan 
Walter  Kiver 
Mary  Ellen  Mayo 
Mary  Billingsley 
Carol  Simmel 
Joanne  Dillon 
Donna  Whalen 

INVESTMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Ciiarles  Putnam 
Brewster  Conant 
James  Greenbaum 
Allen  Gulliver 


1993 
1994 
1994 
1994 
1996 
1996 
1996 
1996 


1993 
1994 
1994 
1994 


PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Kenneth  Gould  1994 
Kenneth  Klenmier  1994 
Richmond  Miller  1994 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 
Four  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 
Susan  Fingerman  1994 
Mildred  Jarvis  1994 
Sandra  Masson  1994 
Georgiann  Taylor  1994 


Proving  that  Acton  has  more  than  one  generation  volunteering  their  time, 
Joe  Picardi  and  his  daughter,  Molley,  offer  their  services. 
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TOWN  SERVICES 


ACTON  BOXBOROUGH 
CULTURAL  COUNCIL 

At  its  November  1993  meeting  the  Acton  Boxborough 
Cultural  Council  unanimously  voted  to  grant  its  allocation  from 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  in  the  amount  of  $5,601  to 
several  local  organizations  and  individuals.  One-third  of  the 
funded  projects  were  sponsored  by  schools  or  school-based 
organizations  to  further  the  arts  in  the  school.  Two  of  those 
projects  were  collaborations  between  two  elementary  schools. 
Other  recipients  included  Acton  Community  Chorus,  Concord 
Chorus  (for  their  Acton  performance),  Acton  Memorial  Library, 
Friends  of  Boxborough  Library,  Fitchburg  Art  Museum, 
Fruitlands  Museum,  Three  Apples  Storytelling  Festival  and  the 
National  Memorial  Trust-Save  Outdoor  Sculpture. 

Acton  Gail  Erwin,  Chair 

Katherine  Garcia 
Jacqueline  Clement 
Kay  Rosenberg  Hartung 

Boxborough     Catherine  Christensen 

EUie  D'Entremont  (term  expires  6/94) 
Linda  Kroll 

Holly  Ross  (term  expires  6/94) 
Carol  Geist 

ACTON  MEMORLVL  LIBRARY 

The  Trustees  and  Library  Director  spent  the  greater  part  of 
1 993  on  the  Library's  budget  and  trying  to  meet  the  requirements 
for  State  Certification.  Due  to  the  defeat  of  the  Proposition 
2  1/2  override  vote,  the  Library's  salary  budget  was  cut  $29,000. 
This  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  equivalent  of  a  full-time  position, 
a  reduction  of  5  hours  per  week  in  the  Library's  public  service 
hours,  and  $16,000  was  cut  from  the  book  budget.  The  Acton 
Memorial  Library  met  the  requirements  for  State  Certification  by 
recalculating  the  Town's  appropriation  to  include  insurance 
benefits  and  using  funds  from  donations  to  augment  the  materials 
budget. 

What  support  was  lacking  at  the  ballot  box  was  amply 
returned  through  the  generosity  of  community  organizations:  the 
contributions  from  the  friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries;  the  contin- 
ued support  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  Foundation,  Inc.; 
donation  of  museum  passes  from  social  organizations;  individu- 
als who  purchased  books  during  the  Hohday  Gift  Book  Program, 
and  the  memorial  gifts  received  throughout  the  year. 

The  Friends  started  funding  a  rental  book  shelf  this  fall  to 
relieve  the  backlog  of  reserves  on  best  sellers.  The  increase  in 
availability  of  the  best  sellers  and  the  turn-around  time  on 


n 
u 

reserveshasmadeLibrarypatrons  willing  to  pay  the  small  rental  || 
fee  and  cut  down  considerably  on  the  time  a  reader  has  to  wait  for  n 
a  favorite  book.  t 

■  i 

The  Foundation  funded  Sunday  afternoon  openings  Janu- 
ary through  April  '93  and  October  through  December.  The 

donations  of  patrons  through  the  Foundation  also  helped  the  p 

Library  reach  the  required  15%  book  expenditure  necessary  to  I 

meet  the  State  Certification  requirements.  At  the  request  of  I 

several  donors  the  Foundation  established  a  special  ftind  for  the  ( 

purchase  of  audio  tapes  which  are  in  great  demand  by  Library  [ 
users. 

Museum  memberships  were  donated  by  the  Acton  ; 

Woman's  Club,  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Junior  Women's  ( 

Club,  Newcomers,  Friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries  and  Digital  i 

Equipment  Corporation.  Patrons  may  now  reserve  museum  cards  j 

for  specific  days.  - 

( 

Donations  through  the  Holiday  Gift  Book  Program  added  i 
80  new  titles  to  the  collection.  The  Trustees  were  quite  heartened 
with  this  response  to  the  Library's  needs  and  are  considering 
making  other  such  programs  available  in  the  future. 

The  Library  received  a  grant,  through  the  local  cable 
station  from  the  Arts  and  Entertainment  (A&E)  network  for 
video  equipment  and  the  creation  of  a  video  of  the  Library.  The 
staff  worked  closely  with  Mark  Tomyl  from  the  cable  station  to 
write  a  prize-winning  script  and  R.D.  Sahl  generously  contrib- 
uted his  time  for  the  narration  of  the  video  which  placed  first  in 
the  NECTA  public  service  competition.  The  video  was  first  aired 
at  a  reception  in  May  and  is  shown  frequently  on  the  local  cable 
station.  In  addition  to  the  video,  the  Library  received  a  21" 
monitor  and  VCR  which  is  used  continuously  in  the  children's 
department  for  special  programs  as  well  as  the  A  &  E  video  series. 

The  funding  for  the  LSC  A  (Library  Services  and  Construc- 
tion Act)  grant  was  finally  received  in  the  late  winter.  The  books 
and  materials  purchased  to  "enhance  the  business  collection"  are 
now  on  the  shelves. 

The  long-delayed  handicapped  rest  rooms  were  installed 
this  fall  making  the  Library  fully  accessible.  The  walkway  in 
front  of  the  Library  was  replaced  and  the  Town  formalized  the 
parking  spaces  on  Main  street  so  that  patrons  have  a  safe  and 
direct  access  to  the  Library  from  that  direction. 

The  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  has  published 
the  "State  Strategic  Plan  for  the  Future  of  Libraries  in  Massachu- 
setts". The  Plan  calls  for  equal  access  for  all  libraries  in  the  state 
to  the  new  technologies  being  developed.  It  will  also  open  up  the 
collections  of  all  the  libraries  in  the  state,  public,  corporate, 
university  and  schools  to  on-line  users.  There  are  many  exciting 
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advances  in  electronic  searches  and  the  dissemination  of  infor- 
mation which  will  have  a  major  impact  on  the  way  libraries  are 
used  and  materials  stored.  There  are  also  many  questions  about 
the  plan  concerning  the  funding  and  the  additional  requirements 
which  will  be  put  on  participating  institutions.  The  Trustees  will 
be  attending  pubUc  sessions  throughout  the  spring  and  fall  before 
the  final  plan  is  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  for  funding. 

Dee  Welles  resigned  as  reference  Ubrarian  in  June  to 
pursue  other  interests.  Jeanne  Bracken  left  Acton  in  May  to 
become  reference  librarian  in  Lincoln.  Susan  Paju  joined  the 
Acton  staff  in  August  as  full-time  reference  librarian  and  Julia 
Glendon  joined  the  staff  in  September  as  a  part-time  reference 
person. 

In  1993, 166.650  patrons  (13,778  more  than  in '92)  took  out 
237,378  volumes  (6,663  more  than  in  '92),  asked  14,087  refer- 
ence questions  (622  more  than  in  '93),  requested  278  inter-library 
loans  (increase  of  34)  and  3,638  people  attended  special  pro- 
grams. The  sunmier  reading  program  had  977  participants, 
another  record  year.  Each  hour  the  Library  was  open,  an  average 
of  62  people  came  in.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  your  Library  is 
a  very  busy  place. 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

The  Board  heard  requests  for  14  Variances,  of  which  12 
were  granted  and  2  were  denied;  and  there  were  3  Special  Permits 
requested,  all  3  were  granted.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any 
Comprehensive  Permit  requests  this  year. 

Malcolm  Burdine,  Chair 
Duncan  Wood,  Clerk 
Stephen  Crockett,  Member 
Janet  Clark,  Alternate 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Alternate 
Nicholas  Miller,  Alternate 
Peter  Berry,  Associate 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


Board  of  Trustees: 

Ann  W.  Chang,  President 

Susan  M.  Fingerman,  Vice  President 

Robert  Ferrara,  Secretary 

Dennis  Ahem 

Brewster  Conant 

Joseph  Grandine,  2nd 

Henry  Hogan,  III 

Frances  Moretti 

Raymond  Shamel 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

1993  was  a  very  busy  year.  In  addition  to  the  regular  duties 
of  investigating  animal  bites  and  inspecting  animal  bams,  the 
widespread  rabies  epidemic  was  very  time  consuming. 

During  1993, 1  responded  to  32  rabid  animal  complaints 
where  the  suspected  animal  had  to  be  destroyed.  In  addition  I 
responded  to  several  dozen  animal  calls  where  the  suspected 
rabid  animal  could  not  be  located  or  safely  destroyed. 

Twelve  bams  were  inspected,  and  all  were  found  in  fine 
order.  Forty-one  animal  bites  were  reported.  These  consisted  of 
eight  cat  bites,  thirty-two  dog  bites  and  one  horse  bite.  All 
animals  involved  were  quarantined  for  the  mandatory  ten  day 
period;  and  all  were  found  to  be  in  good  health. 


The  Board  of  Assessors  hold  regular  meetings  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month  at  6:00  P.M.  in  the  Town  Hall.  Additional 
meetings  are  held  as  needed.  Dates  and  times  are  posted  forty- 
eight  hours  in  advance. 

Property  values  were  updated  on  July  1,  1993  for  fiscal 
1994  to  meet  state  certification  requirements.  The  assessment 
date  for  the  fiscal  year  values  is  January  1,  1993. 

FISCAL  YEAR  1994 
VALUATION  SUMMARY 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 
Personal  Property 

Total  Taxable  Value 

Tax  Rate: 

Residential 

$17.85 


$1,158,650,300 
165,081,993 
70,575,500 
23,599,923 

$1,417,907,716 


Comm/Ind/PP 

$20.08 


James  Kotanchik,  Chair 
Robert  Adams 
Donald  Rhude 


Patrick  H.  Palmer 


Acton  Animal  Inspector 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

The  past  year  of  1993  brought  back  old  issues  the  Board  of 
Health  has  faced  in  the  past,  as  well  as  issues  never  before 
addressed.  Fortunately  both  the  Board  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ment retained  essentially  the  same  personnel  from  the  previous 
year,  and  their  experience  was  a  valuable  commodity  in  the 
violate  environmental  and  economic  conditions  facing  the  Town. 
The  Board's  Tobacco  and  Smoking  Products  Bylaw  was  ap- 
proved at  the  1993  annual  town  meeting.  A  grant  of  $45,000  was 
also  awarded  to  the  Towns  of  Concord  and  Acton  to  enforce  their 
bylaws  and  to  create  new  tobacco  cessation  programs.  The  Board 
anticipates  a  productive  new  year  and  looks  forward  to  renewing 
its  commitment  to  addressing  the  town's  health  and  environmen- 
tal needs. 

The  Board  processed  14  hazardous  materials  facilities, 
tlirough  public  hearings.  A  variety  of  hazardous  material  and 
waste  storers  and  users  were  granted  permits.  The  Board's  goal 
is  to  increase  the  number  of  permitted  facilities  in  1994  to  an 
additional  20.  Monitoring  of  all  hazardous  waste  sites  still 
continues.  Twenty-three  sites  have  been  identified,  six  are  cur- 
rently undergoing  remediation  and  three  have  now  been  com- 
pletely remediated. 

The  Superfund  site  at  W.R.  Grace  is  moving  toward  the 
.  .^.inning  of  construction  for  the  final  closure  of  its  hazardous 
waste  sites.  Since  the  discovery  of  the  contaminated  sites  in  1 978, 
a  total  of  133  engineering  reports  have  been  submitted  by  W.R. 
Grace's  consultant  and  have  been  reviewed  by  E.P.A.,  D.E.P., 
the  Town  of  Acton  and  A.C.E.S.  This  past  year  30  engineering 
reports  have  been  submitted  in  relation  to  the  approved  closure 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  at  least  double  that  number  will  be 
submitted  for  review  before  the  final  closure. 

The  Board,  in  March  of  1992,  implemented  a  full  scale 
septage  pumping  program.  Since  that  date  pumping  of  septic 
tanks  has  increased  by  more  than  50%  over  the  previous  year.  The 
increase  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  notification  sent  to 
individual  homeowners  that  their  septic  tank  had  not  been 
pumped  in  more  than  two  years.  Long  term  implementation  of 
this  program  should  reduce  the  number  of  septic  system  failures 
and  enable  the  town  to  plan  realistically  for  limited  sewering.  The 
contract  with  the  Upper  Blackstone  facility  for  septage  disposal 
has  been  renewed  and  continues  to  operate  without  a  problem. 

The  proposed  sewers  for  South  Acton  and  Kelly's  Comer 
received  new  interest  with  the  resumption  of  negotiations  with 
the  Town  of  Maynard.  The  design  for  the  lateral  sewers  are  95% 
I  oiuplete  and  the  preliminary  interceptor  design  to  Maynard  has 
been  completed.  However,  funding  of  the  project  is  still  unre- 
solved. 

Hazardous  Waste  Day,  conducted  in  May,  set  new  stan- 
dards on  the  amount  of  residents  participating  and  the  amount  of 
hazardous  waste  disposed.  Every  resident  that  participated  was 


able  to  rid  themselves  of  their  household  hazardous  waste  and  the 
wait  for  service  was  minimal.  The  programs  for  recycling  used 
oil  and  oil  based  paint  continues  to  be  a  success  in  alleviating  the 
financial  burden  of  disposing  of  the  waste.  The  Board  looks  for 
similar  success  during  the  hazardous  waste  day  to  be  held  in 
1994. 

The  prolonged  economic  recession  has  not  slowed  down  or 
decreased  the  number  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  entire  permitting  statistics  were  as  follows: 


Well  Permits  9 

Septic  System  Installers  License  52 

Septage  Haulers  License  17 

Septage  Inspectors  License  13 

Food  Service  Permits  105 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits  15 

Motel  Permit  1 

Frozen  Desserts  13 

Milk  &  Cream  Permit  60 

Commercial  Haulers  License  12 

Swimming  Pool  Permit  19 

Wading  Pool  Permit  3 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant  Operations  Permit  7 

Septic  System  Repair  Permit  82 

New  Construction  Septic  System  Permit  155 

Massage  Establishment  Permit  8 

Massage  Practitioner  Permit  1 1 

Burial  Permit  67 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  61 

Aquifer  Special  Permit  29 

Septage  Disposal  Permits  1482 


Statistics  for  1993  indicate  that  on  proposed  building  lots 
the  Health  Department  witnessed  55 1  deep  test  holes  and  325 
percolation  tests.  This  was  more  than  a  25%  increase  over  the 
amount  of  testing  done  in  1992.  These  tests  led  to  the  approval  of 
155  new  residential  or  commercial  septic  system  permits.  In 
addition,  the  Health  Department  witnessed  testing  on  seventy-six 
existing  house  lots  which  led  to  the  issuance  of  82  reconstruction 
septic  system  permits. 

Housing,  Food  Services  and  other  complaint  activities 
were  as  follows: 


Housing  complaints  28 

Units  Inspected  for  Acton  Housing  Authority  12 

Food  Complaints  8 

Miscellaneous  Complaints  5 


Over  350  comprehensive  and  follow-up  inspections  were 
conducted  at  105  establishments  within  the  town.  More  than  60 
Hazardous  Materials  Storage  facilities  were  also  inspected. 
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Fees  collected  for  permits  and  licenses  were  as  follows: 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 


Sewerage  Permits  and  Licenses 

$58,371 

Food  Service  Permits 

$22,345 

Miscellaneous  Permits  and  Licenses 

$6,105 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Fees 

$4,570 

Reproduction  of  Records  Fees 

$110 

Private  Well  Permits 

$400 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  Permits 

$10,655 

Commercial  Hauler  Licenses 

$1,050 

Septage  Administration  Fees 

$20,036 

Upper  Blackstone  Disposal  Fees 

$49,500 

Total 

$171,142 

Reportable  Disease  Statistics  were  as  follows: 

Total  Reports  Filed 

35 

Guinea  Pig  Bite 

1 

Parrot  Bite 

1 

Raccoon  Bite 

1 

Cat  Bites 

4 

Dog  Bites 

11 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

Pertussis 

2 

Hepatitis 

4 

Salmonella 

2 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Campylobacter  Jejuni 

4 

Sanitarian  Rose  Erdozaincy  assisted  Dr.  Kenneson  and  his 
staff  during  a  Dog  and  Cat  Rabies  Vaccination  day  held  on  May 
13.  The  Board  of  Health  appreciates  Dr.  Kenneson 's  efforts  in 
conducting  this  program  so  efficiently.  The  Board  of  Health  will 
prioritize  this  clinic  in  the  coming  year  to  help  in  deterring  the 
spread  of  rabies  that  is  currently  being  experienced. 

The  Board  of  Health  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following 
members  of  other  departments  who  helped  them  in  the  past  year: 
Dick  Howe,  Tom  Tidman,  Gary  Rhodes,  Bob  Craig,  Roland 
Bartl,  David  Abbt,  Dean  Charter,  Cathy  Belbin  and  Todd 
Fenniman.  The  Board  congratulates  Sheryl  Ball  on  the  birth  of 
her  son  Austin. 

William  Mclnnis,  Chair 
Jonathan  Bosworth,  Member 
Peter  Vaillancourt,  Member 
Cordelia  Alfaro,  Member 
Mark  Conoby,  Member 


Residential  construction  continues  to  be  the  mainstay  of 
the  Department  for  the  fourth  year,  while  commercial  construc- 
tion has  fallen  off.  It  does  not  appear  there  will  be  any  change  in 
these  statistics  in  the  near  future. 


The  figures  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1993  are  as 
follows: 


New  Residential  Dwellings 

102 

$10,437,871.00 

Residential  Additions 

325 

2,211,100.00 

New  Commercial  Construction 

2 

75,000.00 

Commercial  Additions 

41 

2,649,135.00 

Demolitions 

2 

10,000.00 

Garry  A.  Rhodes 
Building  Commissioner 

CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


The  Cable  Advisory  Committee  has  been  re-established  in 
light  of  the  sudden  volume  of  regulatory  changes  affecting  cable 
subscribers  and  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  license  renewal 
process,  which  begins  in  1995.  Because  of  the  complexity  of 
current  cable  laws,  the  committee  has  largely  been  studying  the 
existing  license,  familiarizing  itself  with  the  television  produc- 
tion facilities  housed  at  the  High  School  and  planning  for  a  public 
hearing  in  1994  to  review  the  cable  operator's  performance. 
Committee  members  have  been  informally  assisting  consumers 
who  have  questions  and  complaints.  The  Committee's  current 
goals  include: 

(1)  Education  of  committee  members  about  Acton's  cable 
license. 

(2)  Examination  of  current  cable  regulations  and  their  applica- 
bility, 

(3)  Development  of  procedures  for  subscriber  complaint  reso- 
lution. 

(4)  Assessment  of  public  access  services  provided  by  the  cable 
operator. 

(Use  of  Channel  61,  including  video  production  training 
opportunities) 

(5)  Clarification  of  the  Town's  ability  to  enforce  rate  regula- 
tion, 

(6      Evaluation  of  the  cable  operator's  ongoing  performance. 
It  is  the  intent  of  the  committee  to  meet  on  a  monthly  basis. 


Sharon  Ingraham,  Chair 
Alfred  Weissensee 
James  Shelton 
John  Covert 
Laura  Hirsch, 
Leslie  Hogan, 
Michael  Granat 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


The  Cemetery  Commission  is  responsible  for  expenditures 
from  the  various  cemetery  trust  funds,  and  oversees  the  operation 
and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries:  Woodlawn,  lo- 
cated on  Concord  Rd.,  Acton  Center,  est.  1738;  Forest,  on 
Carlisle  Rd.,  North  Acton,  est.  1 750;  and  Mount  Hope,  on  Central 
St.,  West  Acton,  est.  1848.  The  Commissioners  meet  at  the 
Kennedy  Service  Building  located  on  the  grounds  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  at  7:30  p.m.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Any  changes  in  this  schedule  will  be  posted  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  duties  of  the  personnel  of  the  Cemetery  Department 
include  maintaining  all  developed  areas,  which  at  the  present 
time  consists  of  over  43  acres;  constructing  monument  founda- 
tions; setting  flush  markers;  preparing  and  planting  endowed 
flower  beds;  and  planting  trees  and  shrubs.  We  assist  in  the 
selection  and  purchase  of  lots;  assist  Funeral  Directors  at  the  time 
of  an  interment;  help  visitors  locate  gravesites;  and  answer 
inquiries  about  rules  and  regulations.  We  maintain  our  equip- 
ment, grounds  and  buildings,  including  the  Woodlawn  Memorial 
Chapel,  on  a  year-round  basis.  Prior  to  Memorial  Day,  we  place 
a  potted  geranium,  supplied  by  the  Celebrations  Commission,  at 
the  grave  of  every  known  veteran.  We  maintain  the  lot  and 
interment  records,  and  do  our  own  billing  and  receiving. 

WOODLAWN  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

The  Chapel  was  used  for  five  wedding  ceremonies  and 
related  rehearsals,  and  one  of  our  "alumni  couples"  returned  on 
their  fifth  anniversary  to  privately  renew  their  marriage  vows. 
There  were  six  funeral  or  memorial  services  at  the  Chapel  this 
year. 

We  would  like  to  invite  any  residents  of  the  Town  who 
would  like  to  see  its  interior,  or  who  are  interested  in  using  the 
Chapel,  to  call  the  office  at  264-9644. 

THE  CEMETERIES 

By  making  the  applications  just  prior  to  rainy  days,  we 
were  able  to  apply  grub  control  at  both  Woodlawn  and  Mount 
Hope  Cemeteries.  Each  cemetery  was  fertilized,  flower  and 
shrub  gardens  were  sprayed  in  an  effort  to  control  the  serious 
insect  damage,  and  all  the  shrubs  were  trimmed.  We  have  an 
ongoing  program  for  edging,  leveling  and/or  raising  flush  mark- 
ers and  for  washing  monuments  with  high  pressure  water.  How- 
ever, due  to  limited  manpower,  we  were  not  able  to  accomplish 
as  much  of  this  work  as  in  previous  years.  Both  cemeteries  have 
been  posted  with  "No  Dogs  Allowed"  signs. 

Development  of  Section  14  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery  has 
begun.  The  area  has  been  clear  cut,  all  stumps  have  been  re- 
moved, the  top  soil  has  been  pushed  to  the  sides  where  it  will  be 
allowed  to  rot,  and  the  area  has  been  rough-graded.  We  are 
presently  awaiting  the  selection  of  an  engineering  firm  so  that 
work  on  this  section  can  continue. 


At  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  157  shrubs  were  planted  in 
section  8,  completing  the  shrub  gardens  in  that  section. 

Once  again,  we  ask  those  who  visit  the  cemeteries  to  pay 
their  respects,  who  visit  on  a  regular  basis  as  part  of  their  physical 
fitness  program,  or  who  happen  to  be  driving  by,  to  make  note  of 
out-of-the-ordinary  activities.  Your  attention  to  details  such  as 
time,  descriptions  of  people,  vehicles,  or  license  numbers  is 
extremely  important,  and  we  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would 
inunediately  call  the  cemetery  office  or  the  Acton  Police  Depart- 
ment. Your  help  is  invaluable  in  keeping  incidents  of  vandalism 
to  a  minimum. 

In  1992,  the  sum  of  $67,253.80  was  paid  to  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  be  deposited  as  follows: 

General  Fund  $29,452.80 
Cemetery  Land  Fund  7,479.0 
Perpetual  Care  Fund  30,322.00 

The  members  of  the  cemetery  crew  attended  several  safety 
meetings.  Crew  Leader,  David  Lee,  attended  the  New  England 
Cemetery  Association's  Annual  Cemetery  Management  Semi- 
nar and  received  his  certificate. 

The  year  1993  marks  the  retirement  of  two  dedicated 
members  of  the  cemetery  operation.  The  first  was  in  June,  when 
Charles  F.  Putnam,  who,  with  the  exception  of  1986  -  1987,  has 
served  as  a  Cemetery  Commissioner  since  1969.  We  welcome 
Brewster  Conant,  who  stepped  into  the  vacancy  and  is  rapidly 
learning  the  finer  points  of  the  operation. 

The  second  was  in  July,  when  Stewart  Kennedy  retired  as 
Superintendent  of  the  cemeteries.  Upon  approaching  the  office  at 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  you  will  see  the  plaque  presented  by  Dore' 
Hunter,  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  dedicating  the 
building  as  the  Kennedy  Service  Building,  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
The  plaque  honors  Thomas  Frederick  (Fred)  Stewart  Kennedy, 
Superintendent  1939  -  1976,  who  was  employed  at  the  cemetery 
for  52  years;  and  Thomas  Frederick  Stewart  (Stew)  Kennedy,  Jr., 
Superintendent  1976  - 1993,  who  was  employed  at  the  cemetery 
for  50  years. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Nancy 
Howell,  Clerk;  David  Lee,  Crew  Leader;  Stephen  Gray  and 
James  Audette,  Maintenance  Men,  Stanley  Jenks,  part-time 
Maintenance  Man;  and  David  Englund,  Karl  Troupe  and  Rob 
Murphy,  Seasonal  workers,  for  a  job  well  done. 

Edward  R.  Bailey,  Chair 
Walter  E.  C.  George,  Secretary 
Brewster  Conant 
Commissioners 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 


The  Acton  Commission  on  disability  keeps  moving  for- 
ward to  increase  awareness  and  improve  access.  As  I,  Walter 
Kiver,  look  back  at  the  six  years  since  the  commission  began,  I 
see  much  that  has  been  accomplished  yet  much  remains  to  be 
done.  It  is  a  constant  struggle.  As  we  work  to  accomplish  our 
goals,  we  find  we  need  more  people  and  more  time. 

The  Kids  on  the  Block  child-sized  puppet  program  has  a 
new  coordinator,  Annelies  Reilly  from  Boxborough  while  Linda 
Gulledge,  trainer  continues  to  teach  and  inspire  the  puppeteers. 
Our  new  group  of  puppeteers  come  from  Acton,  Concord  and 
Stow  and  we  have  students  from  the  high  school  this  year. 

Sensitivity  Awareness  Seminars  have  given  us  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reach  groups  of  people  and  help  them  to  better  under- 
stand disability  issues  which  is  a  major  step  to  changing  attitudes 
and  removing  architectural  barriers.  Joan  Burrows  and  I  have  set 
up  and  run  two  seminars  for  the  Cooperative  Bank,  as  well  as  for 
Beacon  Communications,  a  Professional  Day  at  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  High  School,  and  The  Acton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  with  the  help  of  commission  members  and  residents 
from  Acton  and  Littleton.  The  feed  back  has  been  extremely 
positive.  Commission  members  continue  to  educate  themselves 
by  attending  state  and  regional  conferences,  meetings  and 
trainings  as  well  as  keeping  up  with  current  legislation,  the 
Americans  With  Disabilities  Act,  and  all  disability  issues. 

Advocacy  continues  to  be  a  major  part  of  the  conmiission 
work.  Calls  for  information  from  through  out  the  state  are 
constant.  We  work  closely  with  the  Littleton  Commission,  now 
a  year  old,  and  the  new  Ayer  Conunission  both  commissions  we 
helped  start.  We  exchange  ideas  frequently  with  other  local 
commissions  and  are  in  continual  contact  with  the  Massachusetts 
Office  on  Disability.  Some  areas  in  which  we  have  helped  are: 
discrimination  suits,  problems  of  harassment,  equipment  and 
parking  information,  and  referrals.  Parking  continues  to  lead  the 
way  with  problems  and  questions  about  signage,  placement  of 
signs,  placard  information  and  our  program  to  write  up  violators. 
Sincere  thanks  to  Chief  Robinson  and  Lt.  McNiff  for  their 
concern  and  help  in  this  area. 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  ACTON  DISABLED  (FAD)  was  very 
successful  in  bringing  the  National  Theatre  of  the  Deaf  to  Acton 
with  the  performances  of  "Ophelia".  Not  only  was  awareness 
raised  but  money  was  raised  as  well.  After  the  installation  of 
electric  doors,  removal  of  stationary  seating  to  allow  for  wheel- 
chairs at  the  Acton-Boxborough  High  School,  other  projects 
were  funded  to  include  accessible  equipment  at  the  new  play- 
ground behind  the  library,  a  walk  way  to  the  new  Douglas 
Playground,  cultural  events  for  CASE  Students  at  the  high 
school,  sponsoring  a  American  Sign  Language  course  through 
Community  Education  and  the  donation  of  the  William's  Per- 
sonal FM  System  for  town  and  school  use. 


Many  thanks  to  Jack  Ormsbee,  Susan  Bray,  Connie  Huber, 
Susan  Geehan,  Lisa  Harsip  and  the  other  volunteers  for  their 
tireless  work.  The  group  is  continuing  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Mary  Donald.  FAD  is  looking  for  new  members.  The  group  plans 
to  meet  three  or  four  times  a  year,  print  a  brochure  and  work 
closely  with  the  conmiission  to  raise  money  for  needed  programs 
and  projects. 

Thanks  to  members  who  completed  their  terms:  Connie 
Ingram  and  Cary  Hobson,  original  members  completing  six  years 
and  Lou  Beauregard,  completing  his  three  year  term.  There  is  not 
space  to  thank  them  for  all  they  accomplished  for  the  commission 
and  residents  of  Acton  but  physical  and  communication  access 
have  improved  because  of  their  efforts.  Carol  Lake,  town  liaison 
for  the  past  three  years,  gave  us  valuable  knowledge  and  insight. 
Our  best  wishes  to  Carol  and  the  Council  on  Aging  in  their  new 
home  on  High  Street.  We  hope  the  Commission  will  join  them 
there  soon.  We  owe  these  dedicated  people  a  huge  debt  of 
gratitude. 

Thanks  to  member,  Ed  Kelly,  for  again  donating  money 
raised  by  the  James  Kelly  Memorial  Golf  Tournament  to  our  gift 
account.  This  year  Ed  donated  $650.00  dollars.  Donna  Whalen 
was  named  liaison  with  the  schools  and  will  work  with  Ed  and 
Nancy  Anselmo  on  access  and  programs  for  the  Acton  Schools. 
Welcome  to  three  new  members  who  were  appointed  last  fall: 
Mary  Billingsley,  former  FAD  member,  will  be  the  new  coordi- 
nator for  the  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing.  Joanne  Dillon,  correspond- 
ing secretary,  is  concerned  about  access,  especially  at  recre- 
ational sites  for  sports.  Carol  Stimmel,  secretary,  is  concerned 
about  hidden  disabilities,  and  transportation.  The  commission  is 
fortunate  to  have  three  such  caring,  concerned  members. 

Our  first  participation  in  the  Festival  of  Trees  event  was  a 
coming  together  for  our  conunission  and  friends  group.  With  old 
members,  new  members  and  members  of  FAD  working  together, 
using  Ed  Kelly's  idea  and  Wayne  Geehan's  tree  top,  and  my 
poem,  it  was  a  fun  evening.  The  poem  sums  up  the  feelings  of  the 
commission  members  and  the  theme  of  our  sensitivity  seminars. 
"Hey,  look  me  over  and  what  do  you  see?  A  wheelchair  and  a  tree. 
Now,  look  beyond  the  wheelchair  and  what  do  you  see?  A  tree, 
just  like  any  other  tree."  Substitute  "person"  for  "tree"  and  you 
have  our  message.  There  is  still  some  prejudice  and  discrimina- 
tion in  words,  deeds  and  physical  barriers  and  we  hope  in  1994 
and  the  years  to  come,  we  are  able  to  help  more  people  to 
understand  that  a  person  with  a  disability  is  a  person  first. 

A  major  project  for  the  coming  year  will  be  the  first 
printing  of  the  access  guide  to  some  of  Acton  businesses,  medical 
facilities,  and  recreational  facilities.  We  also  plan  to  print  a 
brochure  to  spread  the  word  about  the  commission.  We  will 
continue  and  expand  our  puppet  program  and  Sensitivity  aware- 
ness seminars.  Parking  will  continue  to  be  an  issue  as  long  as 
people  continue  to  call,  and  we  will  follow  up  on  our  summer  site 
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surveys  to  encourage  lot  owners  to  comply  with  the  Americans 
With  Disabilities  Act  regulations.  We  hope  to  work  with  the  town 
manager,  and  ADA  coordinator,  to  complete  a  self-evaluation 
and  transition  plan  as  required  by  law.  This  will  help  identify 
where  access  is  needed  and  to  draft  a  plan  to  bring  the  town  into 
compliance.  Imagine  an  all-accessible  town  where  every  citizen 
could  fully  participate  in  the  social  and  economic  mainstream  of 
life. 

Thanks  to  Don  Johnson  for  extending  the  terms  of  Wayne 
Geehan  and  myself  for  one  more  year  so  the  commission  would 
not  have  lost  five  members  this  year.  There  are  still  two  openings 
to  be  filled  to  complete  the  nine  members  allowed  under  state 
chapter  40,  section  8J. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  Joan  Burrows  for  her  outstanding 
contribution  from  helping  the  Conunission  get  started  to  all  the 
effort  she  has  contributed  for  the  last  six  years.  Without  Jojin,  I 
don't  believe  this  commission  would  have  done  so  much.  Again, 
Thank  you  Joan. 


After  seven  years,  it  is  difficult  to  think  of  leaving  the 
commission.  It  is  a  very  meaningful  part  of  my  life,  and  I  will 
continue  to  be  involved.  I  feel  I  have  accomplished  some  of  my 
dreams  and  in  some  small  way  helped  other  individuals  with 
disabilities,  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  the  commu- 
nity. 

Walter  Kiver,  Chair 

Wayne  Geehan,  Vice-Chair 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  Treasurer  and  Liaison 

with  the  town 
Carol  Simmel,  Secretary 
Joanne  Dillon,  Recording  Secretary 
Donna  Whalen,  Liaison  with  the  schools 
Mary  Billingsley,  Coordinator  for  the  deaf 

and  hard  of  hearing 


I*: 


A  path  through  the  Hosta  Garden. 
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COMMUNITY  HOUSING  CORPORATION 


In  keeping  with  the  tenor  of  the  times,  the  members  of  the 
Acton  Community  Housing  Corporation  (ACHC)  worked  cre- 
atively to  address  the  shortage  of  affordable  housing  in  Acton  by 
tapping  resources  available  within  our  own  community.  These 
efforts  resulted  in  two  potential  sources  of  affordable 
homeownership  opportunities  for  town  employees  or  persons 
who  reside  in  Acton. 

In  early  1993,  the  Deck  House  Corporation  offered  to 
donate  one  of  the  modular  homes  they  manufacture  to  the  ACHC. 
Deck  House,  Inc.'s  generosity  grew  out  of  their  desire  to  give 
something  back  to  the  town,  which  has  supported  the  company 
since  it  was  founded  in  1959. 

In  June  members  of  the  ACHC  met  with  appropriate  town 
staff  to  identify  town-owned  land  which  might  lend  itself  to 
developing  housing  for  first  time  homeowners.  In  July  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  authorized  the  ACHC  to  investigate  town  property 
on  Adams  Street.  In  December  the  Selectmen  authorized  town 
staff  to  prepare  a  warrant  article  seeking  town  meeting  approval 
to  donate  the  Adams  Street  site  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
affordable  housing.  The  ACHC  has  prepared  a  preliminary  site 
plan  proposing  to  build  ten  single  family  homes  on  lots  which 
comply  with  all  zoning  requirements.  The  development  would  be 
anchored  by  the  home  donated  by  Deck  House,  Inc. 

The  ACHC  signed  an  agreement  with  New  View  Neigh- 
borhood Development,  Inc.,  a  group  developing  a  Planned  Con- 
servation Residential  Community  (PCRC)  on  Central  Street, 
which  will  be  modeled  on  the  concept  of  a  co-housing  commu- 
nity. Under  the  Acton  Zoning  Code's  provisions  New  View 
would  be  allowed  to  build  additional  units  on  their  site  (subject 
to  approval  by  all  appropriate  town  boards)  in  return  for  provid- 
ing a  payment  of  $100,000  to  the  ACHC.  Although  New  View  is 
still  in  the  planning  stages  of  their  development,  the  ACHC  hopes 
to  use  these  funds  to  leverage  additional  affordable  housing  units. 

During  the  past  year  the  ACHC  began  discussions  with 
Jack  McBride,  who  proposes  developing  several  parcels  for- 
merly designated  at  the  North  Acton  woods  project.  Mr.  McBride 
is  proposing  to  develop  the  property  under  the  state's  Local 
Initiative's  Program,  which  requires  a  set  aside  of  a  certain 
percentage  of  homes  for  low  and  moderate  income  buyers. 
Currently,  the  developer  is  negotiating  purchase  options  for 
several  separately  owned  parcels  and  working  through  design 
and  engineering  (particularly  septic)  issues. 

Over  the  course  of  the  year  the  ACHC  also  lost  opportuni- 
ties. The  ACHC  initially  obtained  a  commitment  to  provide  four 
homes  for  moderate  income  buyers  as  part  of  the  Mill  Comer 
development  on  Great  Hill.  However,  the  ACHC  voted  not  to 
oppose  the  developer's  subsequent  offer  to  provide  a  $300,000 


gift  to  the  town  to  build  a  sewerage  treatment  plant  serving  some 
South  Acton  residents  in  place  of  donating  the  four  affordable 
housing  units.  The  sense  of  the  ACHC's  membership  was  that 
supporting  the  revitalization  plan  and  meeting  a  serious  need  foi 
residents  of  South  Acton  were  priorities  equivalent  to  the  press- 
ing need  to  provide  affordable  housing. 

Creativity  and  hard  work  will  only  take  the  ACHC  so  far. 
Since  our  appointment  in  1986  the  ACHC  has  not  been  able  to 
provide  any  affordable  homeownership  units,  largely  because  of 
the  recession's  disastrous  effects  on  the  housing  industry  and 
government  housing  programs.  Ultimately,  the  town's  coimnit- 
ment  to  helping  people  within  our  own  community,  through 
developments  such  as  the  Adams  Street  proposal,  will  be  needed 
for  Acton  to  move  toward  meeting  the  Master  Plan's  goal  to, 
"Encourage  diversity  in  Acton's  population  by  promoting  a  wide 
range  of  economic  diversity  in  housing." 

As  the  town-wide  board  charged  with  advocating  for  an 
increase  in  the  supply  of  affordable  housing,  the  ACHC's  mem- 
bers will  continue  to  work  to  insure  that  opportunities  exist  for 
town  employees  and  residents  with  moderate  incomes  to  pur- 
chase homes  in  Acton. 

Peter  Berry,  Chair 
Steven  Graham 
Reverend  William  Heuss 
Kevin  McManus 
Naomi  McManus 
Jane  Mullin 
Pam  Shuttle 
Roy  Smith 
Nancy  Tavemier 
Bob  Wiltse 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


Over  the  past  year  Acton  has  experienced  a  steady  increase 
in  new  home  construction  which  has  translated  into  a  significant 
increase  in  permit  reviews  by  the  Conservation  Commission. 
Careful  planning  and  development  at  the  Arboretum  continues  to 
meet  with  much  praise  from  Acton  residents.  Conservation  takes 
a  leading  role  in  the  community  in  sponsoring  a  wide  variety  of 
scouting  projects;  in  1993,  three  Eagle  Scout  projects  were 
completed  on  conservation  land.  All  of  the  scouting  projects 
provide  an  important  source  of  volunteer  labor  on  conservation 
land.  The  Conmiission  and  staff  take  a  keen  interest  in  promoting 
wildlife  enhancement  projects.  Our  success  can  be  seen  in  the 
numbers  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  nesting  in  Acton;  this  is  just  one  of 
our  wildlife  success  stories. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion is  the  review  of  Wetland  Protection  Act  filings.  This  review 
process  occupies  more  than  90%  of  the  Commission's  meeting 
schedule.  Clearly,  most  of  the  easily  buildable  land  in  Acton  is 
already  developed,  new  projects  are  frequently  on  marginal  land 
containing  wetlands.  This  is  reflected  in  the  increasing  number  of 
wetlands  filings  over  the  past  five  years.  A  wetlands  filing  is  an 
application  to  build  in  or  work  within  100  feet  of  a  wetlands,  and 
must  be  approved  by  the  Conservation  Cormnission,  In  1993  the 
Commission  reviewed  and  developed  orders  of  conditions  for  the 
following  Wetlands  Protection  Act  filings:  41  Notices  of  Intent, 
and  22  Requests  for  Determination. 

The  Arboretum  continues  to  draw  naturalists  from  far  and 
wide.  Projects  to  improve  our  handicapped  accessible  trails  and 
installation  of  five  new  benches  have  enhanced  the  Arboretum's 
attractiveness  to  a  wide  range  of  residents.  Last  year  was  the 
second  full  growing  season  for  our  Butterfly  Garden,  which  was 
alive  with  color  and  flight  all  summer  and  fall.  Our  Host  collec- 
tion has  grown  to  over  100  species  and  is  a  "must  see"  by  anyone 
visiting  the  Arboretum.  The  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum 
continued  to  fund  most  of  the  Arboretum  projects  this  past  year, 
and  provided  well  over  1 ,000  hours  of  volunteer  time  planting 
and  maintaining  the  gardens.  The  Friends  applied  for  and  re- 
ceived a  grant  from  the  William  P.  Wharton  Trust  in  the  amount 
of  $5,000.  The  grant  will  be  used  to  develop  approximately  2,000 
feet  of  additional  handicapped  accessible  trail,  traversing  a  wide 
variety  of  interesting  habitats;  and  for  the  introduction  of  a 
wildflower  collection.  The  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum  are 
a  wonderful  group  of  volunteers  doing  a  terrific  job. 

In  1993,  we  were  very  fortunate  to  have  three  Eagle  Scout 
candidates  complete  their  Eagle  Scout  projects  on  conservation 
land.  Peter  Hess  installed  five  benches  at  the  Arboretum  and 
landscaped  around  each  of  them.  Keith  Campbell  installed  eighty 
feet  of  boardwalk  to  improve  our  trail  system  at  Nagog  Hill 
Conservation  Area.  Mike  Kadlec  designed  and  constructed  a 
boardwalk  at  Spring  Hill  Conservation  Area. 


A  special  thank  you  goes  to  the  Junior  High  School  Science 
Club.  Under  the  guidance  of  science  teacher,  Mark  Toporoff,  the 
science  club  constructed  fifty  feet  of  board  walk  at  Nagog  Hill 
Conservation  Area.  Their  help  installing  Bluebird  houses  around 
town  was  also  highly  appreciated.  Many  field  trips  on  conserva- 
tion lands  around  town  were  attended  by  students  from  each  of 
the  elementary  schools.  These  nature  walks  were  lead  by  the 
Conservation  Administrator,  Tom  Tidman.  Classroom  lectures 
and  workshops  were  conducted  by  the  Conservation  Depart- 
ment, as  well  as  nature  walks  for  adults  organized  through  the 
community  education  program. 

As  residential  development  continues  at  an  increased  rate, 
far  greater  stress  is  placed  on  Acton's  remaining  wetlands  and 
natural  areas.  The  immediate  result  of  this  accelerated  loss  of 
open  space  is  a  reduction  in  wildlife  populations  through  the 
depletion  of  habitat.  Conservation  makes  a  special  effort  each 
year  to  protect  habitat  by  restricting  development  around  wet- 
lands and  by  implementing  wildlife  habitat  enhancing  projects. 
The  construction  of  Bluebird  boxes  at  the  Concord  Prison  and  the 
installation  of  the  boxes  throughout  town  by  the  Junior  High 
Science  Club  are  good  examples  of  Conservation  Department 
sponsored  projects  that  have  had  great  results.  During  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1993  there  were  ten  pairs  of  nesting  Eastern 
Bluebirds  using  Conservation' s  boxes.  We  estimate  that  approxi- 
mately 60  baby  Bluebirds  fledged  in  Acton  this  past  year.  The 
Science  Club  will  be  hard  at  work  installing  thirty  additional 
boxes  this  winter  in  preparation  for  1994' s  returning  birds. 

A  special  word  of  thanks  to  the  Engineering  Department 
for  survey  work  at  the  Arboretum  to  help  with  our  new  handi- 
capped trail  design,  and  to  the  Municipal  Properties  Department 
for  lending  a  hand  on  many  of  our  projects.  Once  again  a  thank 
you  goes  to  the  many  volunteers  that  we  have  come  to  rely  so 
heavily  upon. 

Conservation  in  Acton  continues  to  be  a  dynamic  compo- 
nent of  the  towns  make-up.  Ranging  from  overseeing  land 
management  projects  on  the  towns  1 ,400+  acres  of  conservation 
land,  to  reviewing  Wetlands  Protection  Act  applications,  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  staff  are  an  integral  part  of  town 
government,  and  look  forward  to  serving  the  people  of  our 
community  in  1994. 

William  M.  Hill,  Chair 

Morene  Bodner,  Vice  Chair 

John  Chalmers 

Robert  Darlington,  Associate 

Andrew  Durham,  Associate 

Linda  McEkoy 

Peter  Shanahan 

Andrew  Sheehan 

Ann  Shubert 

Tom  Tidman,  Administrator 
Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

The  Council  on  Aging  (COA)  provides  direct  services, 
programs,  information  and  referral  to  older  citizens  and  adult 
children.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  citizens,  sixty  years  and 
older,  reside  in  the  Town  and  are  kept  informed  of  COA  activities 
and  pertinent  information  through  direct  mailed  newsletter.  COA 
staff  is  supported  by  a  nine-member  Council  Board.  The  COA 
Office  was  relocated  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  Acton 
Congregational  Church  to  its  permanent  home  in  the  new  Senior 
Center,  50  Audubon  Drive.  Daytime  programs  held  in  the  West 
Acton  Baptist  Church  since  1975  will  be  moved  to  the  Center  in 
March  1994. 

Some  of  the  COA  direct  services  include  home-delivered 
meals,  varied  day  classes,  bus  trips  to  shopping,  cultural,  and 
recreational  events,  intake  of  fuel  assistance  applications,  com- 
modity food  distribution,  a  friendly  visitor  program,  professional 
speaker  presentations,  telephone  reassurance  calls,  intervention 
and  advocacy  for  individuals  involved  with  social  agencies, 
assistance  with  health  insurance  forms,  emergency  transporta- 
tion on  a  case-by-case  basis,  counseling  with  adult  children, 
loaning  out  of  some  medical/home  equipment,  maintenance  of  a 
collection  of  printed  materials,  and  scheduling  of  home  visits. 

Town  elders  and  handicapped  persons  have  the  availability 
of  two  door-to-door  vans  for  area  transportation  for  modest  fees. 
The  COA  schedules  the  COA  van  which  is  a  sixteen  passenger, 
two  wheel  chair  station  vehicle.  Funding  for  the  service  of  this 
van  and  the  ten  passenger  Road  Runner  is  administered  by  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  using  federal,  state,  and  town 
assessments.  Additional  funding  for  staffing  is  received  through 
the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs.  Program  support  is  also 
received  through  gifts  from  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  COA,  Inc. 

The  COA  has  many  friends  and  volunteers  in  the  commu- 
nity without  whom  services  and  group  social  occasions  for  our 
elders  would  not  be  possible.  We  thank  the  Acton  Rotary  Club  for 
their  annual  chicken  barbecue,  the  Confirmation  classes  of  St. 
Elizabeth' s  for  dinner,  Theatre  III  for  free  dress  rehearsals,  Acton 
Lions  Club  and  AARP  for  fiscal  support,  the  Salvation  Army  for 
Hillcrest  Lodge  availability,  McDonald's  for  games,  Northeast 
Correctional  for  lunches,  and  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  Junior 
Women' s,  and  Acton  Women' s  Club  for  programs.  Many  scouts 
helped  with  donations  of  holiday  food  and  favors.  Explorer  Post 
7  and  Civil  Defense  volunteers  gave  hours  of  labor,  snow 
shovel' ng,  and  furniture  moving.  We  also  thank  our  faithful 
wheel-a-meal  drivers,  our  arm  chair  travel  hosts,  and  all  our  other 
program  volunteers. 


There  is  an  on-going  need  for  volunteers  who  wish  one-on- 
one  contact  with  elders  or  who  wish  to  work  with  groups  at  the 
center.  Call  the  COA  Office,  264-9643,  if  you  can  give  a  donation 
of  time.  An  Open  House  for  the  new  Senior  Center  will  be  held 
April  10,  2  -  4  P.M.;  all  townspeople  are  invited. 

Roy  Trafton,  Chair 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Angeline  Conn 
Warren  Donovan 
Marcia  Epstein 
Peggy  Erlanger 
Juliana  Kennedy 
Constance  Krea 
James  Parker 

DOG  OFFICER 


Number  of  calls  received  in  1993  476 

Number  of  dogs  impounded  in  1993  35 

—  Licensed  5 

—  Not  Licensed  30 

Number  of  dogs  sent  to  Lowell 

Humane  Society  in  1993  5 

Number  of  dog  bites  reported  in  1993  9 


(Referred  to  Pat  Palmer  for  follow-up) 

Les  Boardman 
Dog  Officer 

ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

A  permanent  fund  was  bequested  to  the  Town  of  Acton  by 
George  R.  White,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth.  The 
income  from  the  fund  is  to  be  used  only  "in  relieving  the 
necessities  of  the  deserving  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Town  to  anticipate  such  necessity  of  aid  and  assistance 
by  inquiry  and  investigation,  in  advance  of  claims  as  far  as 
possible,  in  order  that  sensitive  and  deserving  people  may  receive 
assistance,  who  might,  because  of  publicity,  refrain  from  making 
application  for  aid." 

The  Trustees  signed  requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
totaling  $2,750.00  for  the  entire  year.  Funds  were  given  to 
households  in  need. 

Cornelia  Huber 
Edwin  Miller 
John  Powers 
Trustees 
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Shasta  Daisies  glowing  in  the  sunlight. 


24 


EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT  AGENCY 


The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency,  (formerly 
Acton  Civil  Defense),  a  volunteer  organization,  consists  of  the 
following  functional  components:  Operations,  Plarming,  Com- 
munications, Shelter  Management,  Auxiliary  Fire  and  Explorer 
Post  7.  Our  role  is  to  develop  plans,  and  coordinate  resources 
from  local.  State,  Federal  and  non-profit  volunteer  agencies,  to 
help  mitigate  natural,  manmade  and  technology  emergencies. 
The  Agency  in  cooperation  with  the  Acton  School  Department  is 
responsible  for  the  Emergency  Shelter  Program  for  the  citizens 
of  Acton. 

During  the  winter  storm  of  March  13  and  14,  the  Agency 
was  activated  to  provide  assistance  if  required.  Members  manned 
the  Emergency  Management  Operations  Center,  around  the 
clock,  ready  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  Thanks  to 
the  advanced  warning,  the  citizens  were  well  prepared  and  there 
were  no  major  problems  during  the  storm. 

The  Agency  was  very  active  during  the  spring  floods  of 
March  29th-April  3rd  providing  assistance  to  the  community. 
We  pumped  basements,  provided  sandbags  to  citizens  to  prevent 
flooding  of  their  homes,  and  monitored  the  Prescott  Dam  to 
prevent  additional  flooding. 

The  Agency  participated  in  the  statewide  Hurricane  Pre- 
paredness Exercise  on  July  21st,  which  allowed  the  various 
organizations  at  the  local  and  State  level  to  exercise  the  plans, 
procedures,  and  coimnunication  systems  before  an  actual  emer- 
gency. 

On  September  I4th,  the  Acton  Emergency  Management 
Agency  and  the  Acton  Fire  Department  participated  in  the  State' s 
first  Earthquake  Exercise.  This  tabletop  exercise  provide  realis- 
tic detailed  scenarios  to  allow  the  town  to  determine  if  our  plans 
were  adequate  to  deal  with  the  situation. 

The  Emergency  Communications  Group  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Communications  Officer  Russ  Corkum,  have  added 
additional  equipment  and  radio  officers  to  enhance  our  commu- 
nications operations.  Monthly  drills  are  held  to  test  the  commu- 
nications systems  and  to  provide  training  for  the  personnel.  This 
year  we  have  added  State  Command  and  Control  radio  commu- 
nications in  addition  to  our  voice  and  packet  radio  capabilities. 
The  members  of  the  group  are  an  integral  part  of  the  communi- 
cations network  in  times  of  an  emergency  when  the  normal 
communications  systems  are  overloaded.  We  are  currently  look- 
ing for  additional  volunteer  Amateur  Radio  operators  and  indi- 
viduals who  are  wilUng  to  operate  our  other  communications 
equipment. 

Deputy  Director  John  Hawkes  had  completed  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  (FEMA)  courses  in  Emer- 
gency Planning  and  Exercise  Design.  In  addition  he  has  contin- 


ued training  sessions  in  Radiological  Emergency  Response  Plan 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  Management 
Agency  (MEMA),  and  Seabrook  Station. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  many  volunteers  of  the  Acton 
Emergency  Management  Agency,  who  respond  all  hours  of  the 
day  or  night,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  to  serve  the  community.  We 
are  always  looking  for  additional  volunteers  of  all  ages.  Experi- 
ence is  not  required,  as  training  for  the  various  duties  is  provided. 
If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  the  Agency '  s  services  or  are 
interested  in  volunteering,  call  264-9655. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  Health,  Fire,  Building,  Munici- 
pal Properties,  Engineering,  Highway,  and  School  Departments, 
along  with  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  and  the  Council  on 
Aging  for  their  cooperation  and  assistance. 

Norman  D.  Lake-Director 
John  S.  Hawkes- Deputy  Director 
Lawrence  M.  Hill-Deputy  Director 
Robert  W.  Ingram-Waming  Officer 
Charles  J.  Landry-Shelter  Manager 
Connie  Sue  Ingram-Assistant  Shelter 
Manager 

Russell  Corkum  Jr.-Communications  Officer 
Anne  Marie  Desmarais-Medical 

Liaison/Hazmat  Consultant 
Kermeth  Morehouse-Captain/EMT 

Auxiliary  Fire 
Carole  L.  Landry-Secretary 
Dick  Brewer-Communications 
Seth  Campbell 
Ellis  Clark-Communications 
Cynthia  Cooidge 
John  C.  Corrigan 
Gordon  Durk-Communications 
Debbie  Foley 
Walter  N.  Hardy 
Denise  Hicks 
Kendall  Hicks 
Marge  Hicks 
Ann  Jones 
Maureen  Jones 

Michael  McCarthy-Conmiunications 
Bill  Ohm-Communications 
Jackie  Pudsey 
Anne  Marie  Reilly 
Edward  Reilly 

Frank  Robey-Communications 
Susanne  Simon  -EMT/MAST 
Marc  L.  Smith 
Lililian  Wambolt 
Doug  Wood 

Richard  E.  Wright-Communications 
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AUXILIARY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  is  a  volunteer  orga- 
nization staffed  by  members  who  share  a  common  interest  in  the 
fire  service,  either  as  a  career  or  a  vocation.  The  Department  is  a 
branch  of  the  Acton  Civil  Defence/Emergency  Management 
Agency  and  reports  to  the  Director.  The  members  are  trained  and 
equipped  to  provide  a  variety  of  support  services,  to  the  Fire 
Department  as  well  as  other  town  departments,  at  major  fires, 
disasters,  and  other  emergencies. 

The  Department  responds  to  all  Box  Alarms  and  provides 
lighting,  recharge  of  breathing  apparatus,  salvage,  and  cleanup 
help  under  the  direction  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  officer  in 
charge  at  the  scene.  In  addition,  the  Department  responds  to  water 
emergency  calls  in  private  structures  under  the  direction  of  the 
Acton  Fire  Alarm  Office.  It  also  responds  to  mutual  aid  calls  from 
surrounding  towns. 

Membership  in  the  Department  is  open  to  people  over  the 
age  of  sixteen  who  live  or  work  within  ten  miles  from  the  Civil 
Defense  Building  on  the  comer  of  School  Street  and  Main  Street 
in  South  Acton.  Candidates  should  have  a  interest  in  the  fire 
service  as  a  career  or  a  volunteer  or  call  firefighter  with  a  regular 
department.  Membership  is  limited  to  twenty  including  a  Captain 
and  one  or  two  Lieutenants. 

The  Department  apparatus  includes  a  1980  light  duty 
rescue  truck  (Rescue  36)  which  is  equipped  with  a  generator  and 
lighting  equipment,  submersible  pumps  and  hose  for  water 
extrication,  and  a  variety  of  hand  tools  for  salvage  and  overhaul 
operations. 

A  second  vehicle.  Engine  37,  was  replaced  this  year  by  a 
1977  Dodge  four-wheel  drive  pickup.  It  is  equipped  as  a  pumper. 
It  carries  300  gallons  of  water  onboard,  a  pump,  hose,  chainsaw, 
and  other  tools  that  might  be  needed.  The  primary  use  for  this 
vehicle  is  remote  brush/forest  fires  where  off-road  operation  is 
required,  but  it  is  also  valuable  in  a  variety  of  pumping  opera- 
tions. 


1993  was  an  average  year.  The  Auxiliary  responded  to  139 
calls,  which  included  45  Box  Alarms,  64  Water  Problems,  12 
Miscellaneous  Special  Services,  6  Brush  Fires,  and  12  Lighting/ 
Power  Operations.  All  total,  this  Department  has  put  in  a  total  of 
over  770  volunteer  hours  which  does  not  include  meetings  or 
drills. 

No  charges  are  made  for  services  as  the  vehicles  and 
equipment  are  provided  through  an  appropriation  of  the  Acton 
Town  Meeting.  This  year  we  were  able  to  help  the  different 
branches  of  the  town  even  more.  However  we  could  not  have 
accomplished  this  without  the  new  and  repaired  equipment.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  continued  cooperation  of  the  Acton  Fire 
Department.  The  Auxiliary  is  also  grateful  to  the  Highway 
Department  and  the  garage  mechanics  for  keeping  our  equipment 
and  vehicles  in  running  condition.  Many  thanks  to  all. 

The  Department  has  seen  some  personnel  changes  in  1993 
due  to  conflicting  schedules.  Lieutenant  Joel  Newcomb  resigned 
from  the  department,  Robert  Foley  was  appointed  Lieutenant  to 
replace  him.  Many  thanks  to  all  the  past  and  present  members  for 
all  their  dedicated  service. 

Members  for  1993 
Director-Norman  Lake 
Captain-  Kenneth  Morehouse 
Lieutenant  Robert  Foley  Jr. 
Firefighters: 
Timothy  Dorren 
Lynn  Goulet 
Eric  McCoy 
Jeremy  Medicus 
William  Thomas  Muise  Jr. 
Jonathan  Ryan 
Brian  Saltsgaver 
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SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  UNIT 
Explorer  Post  7 


Explorer  Post  7  is  an  active  group  of  young  adults  14  to  2 1 
years  of  age.  We  are  sponsored  by  the  Acton  Lion's  Club  and  are 
a  division  of  the  Action  Emergency  Management  Agency. 

Our  training  consists  of  searching  for  lost  persons  and 
animals,  First  Aid,  CPR,  First  Responders  Training  and  assisting 
the  AuxiUary  Fire  Department. 

Events  covered  in  1993  included:  Shoveling;  assisting  at 
the  May  nard  Christmas  Parade  by  lining  up  the  four  divisions,  the 
Bolton  Fair,  the  Conant  School  Craft  Fair,  Isaac  Davis 
Camporee,  Nashua  Valley  BSA  Council;  Spring,  Fall,  and 
Freeze-out  Camporees  and  the  Cub  Scout  Polar  Bear  Derby;  and 
teaching  first  aid  to  the  Cub  Packs. 

We  enjoyed  a  trip  to  Maine  this  summer  and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all  with  a  special  thanks  to  the  Taylor  Family  for  the 
use  of  their  cottage  near  the  lake.  We  had  fun  diving,  swimming, 
practicing  water  rescue  and  fishing.  Our  fun  weekend  was  at 
Camp  Split  Rock  in  Ashbumham,  MA,  and  we  are  still  plarming 
a  trip  to  California  or  Florida. 


Our  town  activities  included  a  flag  retirement  ceremony, 
The  Acton  Town  Fair  where  we  did  First  Aid,  Lx)st  Parents  and 
Found  Children.  We  assisted  the  Auxiliary  Fire  with  the  Pep 
Rally  and  Bonfire  and  marched  in  the  Memorial  Day  Parade. 

Perhaps  you  are  interested  in  joining  our  team.  Please 
come  to  the  Civil  Defense  building  on  School  Street,  Wednesday 
evenings  at  7:30  p.m. 

Our  special  thanks  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Lake,  Mrs. 
Charles  Landry,  Mr.  John  Hawkes,  Mr.  Larry  Hill  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Ingram.  A  special  thanks  to  the  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire 
for  all  their  help. 

Explorer  Post  7  Members: 

Scott  Landry 
Lori  Cooldrige 
Eddie  Warren 
Kerra  Noyes 
Heather  Noyes 
Robert  Gabriel 
Andrew  Gabriel 
Jessie  Cooper 
Christopher  Curtain 


The  disabled-accessible  bridge  was  built  by  volunteer  Jim  Fenton  and  his  partner, 
with  materials  funded  by  the  Friends  of  Acton  Disabled. 
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ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 


The  function  of  the  Engineering  Department  is  to  provide 
the  Town  boards,  committees,  and  departments  with  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  Land  Surveying  expertise;  to  design,  obtain  approv- 
als for,  and  supervise  the  construction  of  public  works  projects; 
to  evaluate  the  engineering  aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for  Town 
boards  and  commissions;  to  inspect  subdivision  construction 
within  the  Town  to  insure  conformance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions; and  to  maintain  and  update  Town  maps,  atlases,  and 
associated  files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  currently  consists  of 
David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S.,  Engineering  Administrator;  Demiis  P. 
Ring,  Engineering  Assistant  U;  Alan  D.  Perry,  part-time  Engi- 
neering Assistant  1;  and  Donna  Jacobs,  part-time  secretary.  Eric 
K.  DurJing,  P.E.  is  retained  on  an  "as  needed"  basis  to  provide 
professional  engineering  review  of  minor  departmental  projects. 
Due  to  a  shortage  of  funds,  we  were  unable  to  hire  a  summer 
employee. 

The  Engineering  Department  supervises  and  coordinates 
several  major  on-going  projects  that  are  reviewed  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Highway  Department.  The  design  work  is  done  by 
private  engineering  consultants  hired  by  the  Town,  but  when 
approved  by  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department,  the  actual 
construction  is  funded  by  the  State.  One  such  project  has  been  the 
reconstruction  of  the  intersection  of  Routes  2 A  and  27.  This  year 
saw  the  installation  of  the  new  traffic  signal  equipment  and 
pavement  markings  as  well  as  the  completion  of  the  landscaping. 
This  project  is  now  finished. 

The  replacement  of  the  Wetherbee  Street  bridge  over 
Nashoba  Brook  is  another  project  of  this  type.  We  have  tentative 
design  and  funding  approval  subject  to  some  final  plan  modifica- 
tions and  revisions,  but  due  to  current  budget  constraints  we  have 
been  unable  to  proceed  with  this  work.  We  are  hopeful  that  the 
plans  can  be  completed  by  our  design  consultant  in  1994  and 
construction  can  be  scheduled  for  late  1994  or  1995. 

The  last  such  project  this  year  was  the  permanent  traffic 
signal  installation  in  West  Acton.  After  10  years  of  planning  and 
design  work,  it  is  good  to  see  this  project  nearly  completed.  The 
bulk  of  the  construction  work  took  place  this  year,  with  pavement 
markings  and  final  cleanup  scheduled  for  next  spring.  The 
Engineering  Department  assisted  the  state  surveyors  with  the 
initial  job  stakeout,  and  worked  with  the  state  resident  engineer 
to  solve  several  problems  that  arose  during  construction. 

The  South  Acton  railroad  bridge  has  been  a  source  of 
comment  and  concern  in  recent  years.  Being  a  State  owned 
bridge,  this  department  does  not  have  an  active  decision  making 
role  in  matters  concerning  the  bridge;  however  we  do  try  to  stay 
informed  on  current  issues.  Most  recently  the  Town  was  ap- 
proached by  the  State  and  asked  to  take  a  more  active  role  in 


enforcing  the  6  ton  weight  limit  restrictions.  We  understand  that 
the  design  for  a  new  bridge  is  underway  and  that  the  target  date 
for  advertisement  of  the  project  is  still  November  of  1994. 

In  addition  to  these  state  funded  projects,  the  Engineering 
Department  does  the  survey,  design  and/or  layout  of  several 
projects  each  year  for  construction  by  the  Highway  Department. 
The  modifications  to  the  intersection  of  School  St.  and 
Lawsbrook  Road,  designed  last  year,  were  staked  out  for  con- 
struction. This  work  involved  geometric  changes  as  well  as 
relocating  the  stop  sign,  clearing  site  lines  and  new  pavement 
markings.  We  also  field  staked  and  supervised  the  installation  of 
two  precast  concrete  box  culverts  on  Stow  Street  and  one  on 
Robbins  Street.  All  three  of  these  culverts  are  six  feet  wide  and 
three  feet  high  and  should  provide  both  improved  capacity  and 
gradient  on  Flint  Brook.  Likewise,  we  designed,  bid,  and  super- 
vised the  installation  of  a  new  four  foot  by  six  foot  precast 
concrete  box  culvert  on  Main  Street  (Route  27)  at  Nagog  Brook. 
This  was  an  emergency  project  necessitated  by  the  discovery  due 
to  the  very  dry  summer  weather  (there  being  no  water  flowing  in 
the  brook)  that  the  old  culvert  was  near  collapse.  Finally,  we 
prepared  a  plan  and  right-of-entry  form  for  some  minor  drainage 
repairs  at  6  Thoreau  Rd. 

We  continued  the  renovations  started  last  fall  at  the  South 
Acton  commuter  rail  parking  lot.  This  has  resulted  in  the  instal- 
lation of  80  electronic  parking  meters  with  debit  card  capability 
for  non-resident  commuters.  Much  time  was  spent  in  getting  the 
meters  up  and  running,  learning  their  operation  and  troubleshoot- 
ing problems.  Their  operation  has  proven  sufficiently  satisfac- 
tory to  warrant  the  purchase  of  a  an  additional  41  meters  to  be 
installed  early  next  year. 

The  design  and  layout  of  new  sidewalks,  or  reconstruction 
of  old  deteriorated  sidewalks  on  existing  Town  roads  is  an 
ongoing  project  for  the  department.  This  past  year  we  continued 
work  on  Charter  Road,  constructing  the  "middle  section"  of  the 
walk.  This  winter  we  will  prepare  the  plans  and  documents 
needed  for  granting  the  permanent  easements  for  this  sidewalk  to 
the  Town.  A  new  sidewalk  on  Pope  Road  from  Stoneymeade 
Way  to  Great  Road  is  also  currently  under  construction.  Funds 
for  this  sidewalk  were  donated  by  the  developer  of  the 
Stoneymeade  subdivision.  The  Engineering  Department  has 
provided  overall  supervision  of  the  project.  The  firm  of  Stamski 
&  McNary  was  hired  to  do  the  field  survey  and  plan  preparation. 
The  Acton  Highway  Department  is  doing  the  construction.  We 
did,  however,  do  the  survey  and  design  for  the  reconstruction  of 
a  short  section  of  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  Memorial  Library. 
Finally,  we  have  assisted  Jean  Sifleet,  a  South  Acton  resident,  in 
the  preliminary  (conceptual)  design  and  cost  estimate  for  a  new 
sidewalk  on  School  Street  from  Piper  Road  to  Sandy  Drive. 

Several  miscellaneous  projects  were  undertaken  for  other 
departments  during  the  year.  Among  these  was  the  preparation  of 
a  plan  and  deed  for  the  donation  of  a  small  parcel  of  land  on 
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Martin  Street  at  Fort  Pond  Brook  to  the  Conservation  Commis- 
sion. We  assisted  in  the  layout  of  the  new  playground  equipment 
at  Coward  Field  and  the  completion  of  the  new  play  area  at  the 
Douglas  School  started  last  year.  Work  at  the  Arboretum  con- 
sisted of  performing  a  field  survey  for  a  new  handicapped 
accessible  trail  extending  through  a  woodland  area. 

The  Engineering  Department  also  works  on  several  "in- 
house"  projects  each  year.  We  continued  the  Forest  Road  landfill 
groundwater  monitoring  well  project.  A  round  of  sampling  is 
done  annually  each  spring.  We  continued  the  environmental 
permit  process  for  the  proposed  North  Action  Recreation  Area, 
finally  receiving  Corps  of  Engineers  approval.  Another  such 
project  has  been  the  plans  for  the  replacement  of  the  Concord 
Road  bridge  at  Nashoba  Brook.  Our  design  consultant  completed 
the  structural  plans  and  these  have  now  received  Chapter  85 
approval  from  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department.  We 
have  completed  the  environmental  permit  process,  including  the 
design  of  a  small  wetland  replication  area,  and  construction  is 
now  scheduled  for  1994.  Lastly,  planning  has  progressed  on  the 
installation  of  traffic  signals  on  Main  Street  at  Post  Office 
Square.  These  signals  are  developer  funded,  but  many  aspects  of 
the  project  must  be  supervised  or  coordinated  by  this  department. 
Again,  construction  is  scheduled  for  the  spring  of  1994. 


Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  from  initial  submission  to  final  completion  of  the 
roads.  When  a  plan  is  submitted,  a  comprehensive  engineering 
evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  subdivision  is  made,  based 
on  current  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  Meadowview, 
Hearthstone  Farm,  Mill  Comer,  Maple  Creek,  Acorn  Park, 
Maddy  Lane,  Kennedy  Estates,  Lawsbrook  Village,  and 
Audubon  Hill  were  reviewed  and/or  inspected  in  this  manner. 
The  Engineering  Department  also  did  a  substantial  amount  of 
work  for  the  Planning  Board,  including  bond  estimates  for 
subdivision  roads  and  reviews  of  conmion  drive  special  permits. 

The  Engineering  Department  handles  the  daily  routine  of 
inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the  installation  of  utilities  and 
driveways;  responding  to  requests  concerning  drainage  prob- 
lems; reviewing  site  plans;  preparing  street  acceptance  docu- 
ments; updating  the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning  Maps 
and  other  Town  Maps;  providing  the  general  public  with  infor- 
mation; and  assisting  the  various  Town  Boards  and  agencies.  We 
continue  as  time  is  available  to  convert  the  Town  Atlas  Maps  to 
AutoCadd  drawings. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  received  from  the  other 
Town  departments,  boards  and  committees.  We  look  forward  to 
further  productive  efforts  in  the  coming  year. 

David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Engineering  Administrator 


FENCE  VIEWER 


The  duties  of  the  fence  viewer  are  contained  in  Massachu- 
setts General  Laws,  Chapter  49,  Section  1  -20,  inclusive.  This  law 
pertains  to  the  need  for  partition  fences  on  property  lines  of 
adjoining  improved  parcels  of  land  used  for  agricuhural  purposes 
(primarily  the  keeping  of  livestock).  The  appointed  fence  viewer 
for  the  Town  reports  no  activity  in  such  partition  fences  for  the 
year  1993. 

Although  this  is  now  an  archaic  position,  several  general 
questions  concerning  fences  are  answered  each  year.  Landown- 
ers, when  erecting  fences,  should  keep  the  following  facts  in 
mind: 

1.  Section  5.3.1  oftheTown's  Zoning  Bylaw  limits  the  height 
of  walls  and  fences  in  yard  setback  areas  to  no  more  than 
eight  feet. 

2.  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  49,  Section  21,  de- 
termines when  certain  fences  may  be  deemed  a  private 
nuisance  and  should  be  consulted  when  there  is  a  question 
concerning  a  spite  fence. 


3.  Section  E39  of  the  Town  Bylaws  provides  that  when 
erecting  a  fence  fronting  on  a  public  way  the  fence  should 
not  encroach  within  the  public  right  of  way  without  a 
written  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Assistance  in 
determining  the  location  of  this  right-of-way  line  is  gener- 
ally available  from  the  Acton  Engineering  Department. 

4.  The  installation  of  a  fence  does  not  generally  require  a 
building  permit;  however,  erecting  a  fence  in  a  Local 
Historic  District  will  usually  require  a  Certificate  of  Ap- 
propriateness from  the  Acton  Historic  District  Commis- 
sion. 

I  can  normally  be  reached  during  the  day  at  264-9628. 

David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Fence  Viewer 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  Finance  Committee  comprises  nine  voters  of  the  Town 
appointed  by  the  Town  Moderator  for  staggered  three-year 
terms.  Committee  members  cannot  serve  simultaneously  on  any 
other  standing  committee  having  to  do  with  the  expenditure  of 
Town  funds.  The  Committee  meets  on  the  average  every  two 
weeks.  Members  also  attend  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
School  Committee,  Municipal  Forum  (successor  to  the  Coordi- 
nating Committee),  Area  Finance  Committee,  Planning  Council, 
and  other  Agencies  as  appropriate. 

The  purpose  of  the  Acton  Finance  Committee  is  to  perform 
the  duties  specified  in  the  Town  By-laws,  which  are: 

•  Review  proposed  Town  and  School  budgets 

•  Meet  with  departmental  heads 

•  Conduct  public  budget  hearings 

•  Make  budget  recommendations  to  the  Town  Meeting 

•  Prepare  long  range  fiscal  plans  for  the  Town 

•  Consider  all  municipal  questions  of  a  financial  nature 

The  Committee  has  been  working  on  a  format  to  report 
expenditures  of  the  School  and  of  the  Town  that  is  comprehen- 
sive but  not  overly  complicated.  The  objective  is  to  provide  the 
means  that  will  facilitate  voters'  understanding  of  how  and  where 
their  taxes  have  been  spent. 


The  Committee  provided  an  analysis  pertaining  to  the  issue 
of  tax  classification. 

The  Finance  Committee  appreciates  the  cooperation  of  the 
members  of  the  administration  of  the  Town,  the  School  Depart- 
ment, the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  the  School  Conmiittee  in 
providing  data  and  information. 

Six  new  members  have  joined  the  Committee  within  the 
past  few  months.  Normally,  there  would  be  three  replacements 
within  any  one  year.  Unfortunately,  increasing  work  conmiit- 
ments  required  three  members  to  resign  their  appointment  prior 
to  normal  expiration. 

Charles  Olmstead,  Chair 

Dr.  Mary  Donald 

Sharron  Gaudet 

Sidney  Johnston 

Herman  Kabakoff 

Paul  Kahout 

Kirwan  Morgan 

John  Rogers 

David  Steinhilper 

Elliot  Whitney,  Auxiliary  Member 


As  of  the  Fall  of  1993,  there  are  142  varieties  of  hostas  in  the  Hosta  Garden. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  the  amiual  report  of  the  Acton 
Fire  Department  for  the  year  1993.  As  noted  in  last  year's  annual 
report,  this  year  marks  our  100th  year  of  service  to  the  Town.  It 
was  my  sincere  desire  as  we  entered  a  new  century  of  service  to 
have  a  very  pro-active  year.  Unfortunately,  once  again  many  of 
our  anticipated  plans  were  severely  altered  by  economic  con- 
straints. During  the  Fall  of  the  year  we  were  unable  to  expend 
overtime  funds  for  the  most  part,  which  resulted  in  a  closed  fire 
station  on  several  occasions.  In  addition,  we  had  to  curtail  many 
of  our  training  activities,  planned  purchases  and  planned  hiring. 
This  was  due  to  the  anticipated  impact  to  the  Town  from  the 
passage  of  the  Education  Reform  Act.  Fortunately,  at  the  close  of 
the  year  adequate  resolution  appeared  to  be  inmiinent  so  that 
departmental  funding  was  restored. 

As  an  aside,  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  year  was  a  social 
event  conducted  by  the  Firefighters  Union  to  commemorate  the 
100th  Anniversary  of  the  Department.  The  function  was  well 
attended  and  many  members  of  the  Department  received  recog- 
nition for  20,  25,  or  30  years  of  service. 

We  were  most  fortunate  during  the  year  to  have  experi- 
enced no  fatalities  and  minimal  injuries  to  Fire  Department 
personnel.  Our  total  number  of  responses  showed  consistent 
activity  as  they  have  in  the  past  few  years.  A  particularly 
rewarding  experience  during  the  year  was  the  selection  of  a 
Deputy  Fire  Chief.  Deputy  Chief  William  Primiano  has  been  of 
great  assistance  during  the  year  and  has  proved  to  be  very  capable 
in  sharing  in  the  administration  of  this  Department. 

Another  bright  spot  in  the  year  was  the  conversion  of  all 
lighting  in  fire  stations  to  modem  fluorescent  lighting  under  an 
energy  Conservation  Program  provided  through  Boston  Edison 
Company.  This  program  was  initiated  and  completed  through  the 
efforts  of  Deputy  Chief  Primiano. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  detail  some  of  the  highlights  of 
selected  areas  and  responsibihties  within  the  department. 

Apparatus  and  Equipment:  For  the  third  time  a  request 
to  replace  our  28  year  old  aerial  ladder  truck  was  made.  In 
October  we  were  forced  to  take  this  piece  of  apparatus  out  of 
service  due  to  serious  structural  problems  with  the  aerial  device 
as  determined  by  the  manufacturer.  We  then  began  to  investigate 
various  alternatives  relative  to  the  replacement  or  repair  of  the 
aerial  ladder  which  has  not  been  finahzed  at  this  time. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  1993  funding  was  appro- 
priated to  purchase  a  command  vehicle  to  replace  a  1986  vehicle. 
A  four-wheel  drive  vehicle  was  requested  due  to  the  necessity  at 
times  for  off-road  capabilities  and  operations  during  extremely 
adverse  weather  conditions  such  as  heavy  snow  storms.  Unfortu- 
nately, due  to  the  B  budget  cuts,  we  were  only  authorized  enough 


funding  to  purchase  a  two-wheel  drive  vehicle.  This  vehicle  has 
not  been  purchased  as  of  this  writing  due  to  temporary  restric- 
tions on  spending  during  the  Fall  of  the  year. 

Our  fire  alarm  maintenance  truck  was  both  repaired  and 
reconditioned.  This  cost  effective  expenditure  resulted  in  an 
upgrade  which  should  make  it  possible  to  operate  this  vehicle  for 
several  additional  years  beyond  its  scheduled  replacement. 

Finally,  a  1975  Maxim  Pumper  was  returned  to  service 
during  the  year  after  being  reconditioned. 

Fire  Alarm:  During  the  past  year  there  were  5  additional 
fire  alarm  street  boxes  added  to  the  municipal  fire  alarm  system 
as  a  result  of  new  residential  construction  within  the  Town.  There 
were  2  master  fire  alarm  boxes  installed  to  connect  automatic 
internal  fire  alarm  systems  to  the  municipal  fire  alarm  system. 
One  of  these  master  boxes  serves  a  commercial  structure;  the 
other  master  box  serves  the  newly  constructed  senior  center  on 
Audubon  Hill.  In  addition  to  these  fire  alarm  box  additions  there 
were  2  emergency  medical  call  boxes  added  to  the  system  at  the 
Concord  Road  soccer  field  and  at  the  sports  field  at  Main  Street 
and  Great  Road. 

The  entire  fire  alarm  system  continues  to  be  checked  on  a 
quarterly  basis  by  on-duty  personnel.  Once  again,  capital  funds 
have  been  requested  to  replace  vital  components  to  an  aging  fire 
alarm  system  out  of  a  growing  concern  that  any  failure  might  lead 
to  a  very  serious  emergency  condition. 

Fire  Prevention/Public  Education:  Due  to  the  volunteer 
efforts  of  many  of  our  personnel,  once  again  a  very  successful 
Open  House  was  held  in  October.  In  addition,  the  department 
assisted  in  the  presentation  of  the  annual  baby-sitter  course 
cosponsored  by  the  Acton  Police  Department.  We  continued  to 
provide  smaller  scale  public  education  programs  during  the  year 
as  requested  and  as  funds  allowed.  These  programs  included 
speakers  being  sent  to  various  parents  groups,  day  care  centers, 
and  scout  groups;  and  participation  in  career  fairs,  the  Discovery 
Museum  Open  House,  and  with  local  access  cable  television. 
One  of  our  continuing  efforts  in  the  area  of  public  education  is  to 
provide  CPR  training  to  various  groups  and  organizations  which 
may  have  a  desire  and  need  for  this  vital  life-saving  program. 
CPR  classes  were  conducted  for  several  groups  including  a  CPR 
class  for  the  Hearing  Impaired. 

Once  again,  we  were  privileged  to  have  a  high  school 
student  intern  visit  our  department  and  explore  the  career  possi- 
bilities of  being  a  Firefighter/EMT.  Sue  Tohline  was  our  intern 
and  showed  a  tremendous  amount  of  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
She  continued  to  participate  with  the  department  even  after  her 
internship  ended  and  became  involved  in  a  course  to  obtain  her 
EMT  certification. 
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Personnel:  In  1993  it  was  my  pleasure  to  promote  two 
members  of  the  Department.  Lt.  William  Primiano,  an  18-year 
veteran  of  the  Department,  competed  against  3 1  other  candidates 
and  was  subsequently  selected  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
Deputy  Fire  Chief.  Firefighter  Robert  Vanderhoof,  a  17-year 
veteran  of  the  Department,  was  selected  through  a  promotional 
process  to  assume  the  vacant  Lieutenant's  position.  The  process 
to  hire  a  Firefighter/EMT  to  fill  the  vacant  Firefighter's  position 
commenced,  but  was  placed  on  hold  for  approximately  three 
months  during  the  Town-wide  funding  and  overtime  freeze.  The 
position  remains  unfilled  at  this  writing  although  the  selection 
process  has  been  reactivated. 

Summary:  We  have  completed  yet  another  successful 
year  fi'om  the  standpoint  that  lives  were  not  lost  and  major 
property  damage  did  not  occur.  We  continued  to  operate  ad- 
equately primarily  due  to  the  fine  personnel  who  comprise  the 
make-up  of  this  department.  Many  of  the  additional  projects  they 
completed  during  the  course  of  the  year  may  go  unnoticed  by  the 
general  pubhc.  By  example,  on-duty  personnel  provided  volun- 
teer labor  to  renovate  a  kitchen  and  to  paint  the  exterior  of  one  of 
our  stations.  The  firefighters  and  officers  should  be  congratulated 
not  only  for  their  efforts  in  performing  their  normal  duties  in 
exemplary  fashion,  as  well  as  these  special  projects,  but  also  for 
such  community  efforts  as  the  successful  toy  drive  held  during 
the  Christmas  season. 

I  would  like  to  note  and  thank  those  call  firefighters  who 
continue  to  serve  and  maintain  an  interest  in  the  department  as 
dedicated  volunteers. 

As  always,  the  completion  of  our  responsibilities  would 
not  be  possible  without  the  support  and  assistance  of  all  other 
Town  departments,  officials  and  committees.  In  addition,  once 
again  we  were  greatly  assisted  by  the  Civil  Defense  Auxiliary 
Fire  Department  throughout  the  year. 

Following  are  the  statistics  that  summarize  departmental 
activity  throughout  the  year.  My  thanks  to  Firefighter  WilUam 
Klauer  for  his  efforts  in  compihng  these  statistics. 

Robert  C.  Craig 
Fire  Chief 


ACTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL  STATISTICS 
1993 

Fires 

Chimney  fires  3 
Building  fires  25 
Brush  fires  48 
Illegal  burning  22 
Motor  Vehicle  fires  17 
Personal  properly  fires  3 


Refuse  fires  9 

Fire,  miscellaneous  4 

Outside  leak,  with  fire  1 

Alarm  investigations 

False  Alarms  32 

Alarm  malfunctions  186 

Accidental  alarms  72 

Alarm,  other  than  fire  1 1 

Hazardous  conditions 

Explosion,  no  fire  1 

Food  on  stove  35 

Leak,  no  ignition  21 

Excessive  heat  6 

Power  line  down  18 

Electrical  problem  21 

Spill,  hazardous  material  1 

Gas  leak  8 

Lock  in  4 

Extrication  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  153 

Rescue  2 

Investigations 

Bomb  scares  1 

Good  intent  9 

Smoke  scare  1 

Controlled  burning  3 

Steam  for  smoke  1 

Nothing  found  39 

Investigations  13 

Other  sit.  found  8 

Medical  Emergencies 

Medicals,  in  town  776 

Medicals,  out  of  town  54 

Special  service 

Inspection  803 

Master  box  activity  603 

Special  service  1 1 

Lock  outs  32 

Water  problems  42 

Smoke  condition  5 1 

Animal  rescues  4 

Assist  police  3 

Mutual  aid  dispatched  21 

Total  incident  responses  3 1 80 

Structure  flres 

Assessed  value  of  structures  involved  26,154,400 

Actual  property  loss  323,880 

Motor  vehicle  fires 

Estimated  vehicle  value  79,925 

Actual  vehicle  loss  19,600 
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FORT  DEVENS  TASK  FORCE 


The  Fort  Devens  Task  Force  was  established  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  in  1992  for  the  purpose  of  monitoring  all  reuse 
proposals  for  Fort  Devens,  including  the  proposal  for  a  second 
major  airport.  In  order  to  obtain  information  on  reuse  proposals, 
members  attend  the  meetings  of  numerous  boards  and  commit- 
tees. 

There  were  a  number  of  significant  developments  over  the 
past  year,  including  the  completion  of  the  Strategic  Assessment 
Report  (SAR).  This  report  was  initiated  after  much  controversy 
over  the  publication  of  the  Second  Major  Airport  Siting  Study  of 
1991.  The  1991  Siting  Study  identified  potential  locations, 
including  Fort  Devens,  for  a  second  major  airport.  The  SAR 
emphasized  the  potential  of  expanding  existing  regional  airports 
as  opposed  to  the  construction  of  another  major  airport.  One  of 
the  airports  mentioned  as  a  possible  large  regional  reliever  was 
Hanscom.  Although  there  will  not  in  the  immediate  future  be  a 
major  airport  at  Devens,  it  is  possible  that  flight  capacity  at 
Hanscom  will  be  increased. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  re-use  proposals  approved 
over  the  past  year.  The  Intermodal  Rail  facility  connecting  the 
Port  of  Boston,  Fort  Devens  and  points  west  and  south  has  been 
in  operation  for  approximately  nine  months.  Cargo  is  picked  up 
at  the  Port  and  transported  on  the  Fitchburg  line  through  Acton 
to  Fort  Devens.  At  the  Intermodal  Rail  facility  the  cargo  can 


either  be  transferred  to  trucks  or  other  rail  lines.  Reuse  proposals 
that  have  been  approved,  but  not  yet  in  operation  are:  a  federal 
prison,  a  Native  American  Cultural  Center,  a  film  production 
center  and  a  Life  for  Little  Ones  Shelter.  In  addition  to  the 
development  proposals,  the  Army  is  maintaining  a  reserve  en- 
clave at  the  base,  and  the  existing  Oxbow  Wildlife  Refuge  will  be 
expanded. 

A  comprehensive  reuse  plan  for  Fort  Devens  will  be 
completed  by  next  September  and  brought  to  the  town  meetings 
of  Ayer,  Harvard  and  Shirley  sometime  in  the  fall.  The  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  has  approved  the  Devens  Enterprise  Com- 
mission which  will  be  implemented  after  the  town  meetings 
approve  the  reuse  plan. 

The  Task  Force  will  continue  to  keep  the  Board  of  Select- 
men informed  of  all  significant  developments,  but  members  are 
also  very  willing  to  provide  information  to  Town  residents.  The 
Task  Force  would  like  to  encourage  any  interested  resident  to 
attend  on  of  the  Task  Force  meetings. 

Carol  Place,  Chair 
John  Ekberg,  Vice-Chair 
Mark  Donohoe 
George  Neagle 
Marilyn  Wolfson 


GOODNOW  FUND 


The  Goodnow  Will  specifies  for  the  perpetual  care  pay- 
ment made  to  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  the  balance  of  the 
interest  earned  from  the  fund  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


Investment 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Interest  Received 


$3,000 


$183.72 


Town  of  Acton  for  perpetual 
care  of  Goodnow  lot  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery 

Treasurer  of  Acton  Congregational 
Church 

Mabel  A  Grekula 
Shirley  V.  Towle 
Frances  S.  Moretti 
Trustees 


$20.00 


$163.72 
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HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 


The  Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission  consists  of  16 
voting  members:  1 0  members  represent  6  local  towns,  4  represent 
local  civic  organizations,  and  the  remaining  6  represent  busi- 
nesses that  use  Hanscom  Field.  MASSPORT  and  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  attend  every  meeting;  however  they  have  no  voting  rights. 
This  report  is  a  summary  of  those  issues  that  impact  Acton.  For 
more  detailed  information,  copies  of  all  minutes  are  on  file  at  the 
Acton  Library. 

Activity  and  the  noise  generated  by  that  activity  are  about 
the  same  as  last  year.  Flights  by  local  and  single  engine  aircraft 
are  down  by  6%  due  to  the  economy.  Flights  by  jets  and  the 
military  are  6%  higher  than  last  year. 

There  has  been  relatively  little  progress  on  the  Part  150 
Study  which  means  that  the  update  of  the  Hanscom  Field  Generic 
Environmental  Impact  Report  (GEIR)  is  still  on  hold  for  lack  of 
support  data.  The  Part  150  Study  has  been  held  up  as  a  result  of 
slow,  lengthy  resolution  of  the  concerns  of  the  four  abutting 
towns  (Lincoln,  Concord,  Bedford,  and  Lexington)  with 
MASSPORT.  MASSPORT  has  completed  the  installation  of  the 
six  permanent  noise  monitoring  stations  around  Hanscom  Field. 
Preliminary  analysis  of  the  collected  data  will  start  in  January 
1994. 


The  Strategic  Assessment  Report  (SAR)  produced  for  the 
Massachusetts  Aeronautics  Conmiission  by  Arthur  D.  Little,  Inc. 
has  been  completed.  One  of  the  six  "what-if '  scenarios  posed  in 
the  study  examines  the  impact  of  Hanscom  as  a  Large  Regional 
Reliever  Airport  (LRRA).  Since  there  are  no  conmiercial  carrier 
aircraft  operating  out  of  Hanscom  at  this  time,  the  impact  would 
be  considerable  in  every  respect.  The  SAR  does  not  recommend 
any  particular  approach  to  our  future  travel  needs.  The  study 
simply  looks  at  what  might  result  if  each  of  six  solutions  were  to 
be  pursued.  MASSPORT  has  published  a  response  to  the  SAR 
that  states  that  there  are  three  documents  that  "provide  the 
framework  for  MASSPORT's  Hanscom  policies."  The  1978 
Master  Plan  and  the  1980  Noise  Rules  limit  any  conunercial 
carrier  to  aircraft  with  60  seats  or  less.  The  1 988  Hanscom  GEIR 
includes  an  understanding  that  a  1.5  increase  in  EXP  (a  noise 
exposure  metric)  would  be  significant  enough  to  trigger  the  need 
for  mitigation.  For  these  reasons,  MASSPORT  does  not  believe 
that  Hanscom  offers  any  practical  potential  as  a  LRRA.  The 
response  does  develop  a  case  that  suggests  that  Worcester  Air- 
port can  and  possible  will  play  a  much  larger  role  in  the  future. 

Ken  Klemmer,  Acton  Representative 
Fran  A.  Maclntyre,  Alternate 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


The  Highway  Department  reconstructed  several  sidewalks 
this  year.  The  locations  are  Charter  Road,  Main  Street  at  the 
Library  and  Pope  Road.  The  Highway  Department  built  a  new 
ballfield  and  playground  behind  Elm  Street  School.  We  installed 
new  berms  around  Town,  redesigned  intersection  of  School 
Street  and  Lawsbrook  Road,  installed  a  new  guardrail  there  also 
and  installed  parking  meters  at  the  Railroad  Parking  Lot.  We  also 
installed  new  gas  and  diesel  tanks  at  the  Town  yard,  and  trash  was 
picked  up  along  the  roadsides. 

Snow  fencing  was  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Main 
Street  and  Hayward  Road  and  Wetherbee  Street  and  Route  2. 
Sand  barrels  were  cleaned  and  placed  around  Town.  Salt  and 
sand  is  available  at  the  Town  yard,  D.P.W.  Building,  on  Forest 
Road,  for  all  of  the  Townspeople. 

Drainage  was  repaired  on  Thoreau  Road,  Oakwood  Road 
and  a  6"  pipe  was  installed  with  3/4"  stone  on  Minot  Avenue. 
New  culverts  were  installed  on  Robbins  Street  and  two  on  Stow 
Street.  A  new  basin  was  installed  on  Strawberry  Hill  Road,  and 
one  on  Maple  Street.  A  new  culvert  was  installed  on  North  Main 
Street,  as  the  old  culvert  had  caved  in. 


The  Transfer  Station  is  transporting  9700  tons  of  trash  per 
year  to  NESWC.  The  Highway  Department  continued  the  leaf 
recycling  program  and  the  Christmas  tree  recycling  program. 
This  year  2,000  tons  were  collected  saving  the  Town  money  on 
the  tipping  fees.  BFI  is  hauling  all  of  our  recyclables  from  the 
recycling  center.  A  platform  with  stairs  was  built  at  the  recycling 
center. 

All  drainage  structures  were  raised  to  meet  new  road 
grades,  roads  were  crack  filled  and  15  roads  were  hot  topped 
around  Town.  These  roads  were  paid  for  with  Chapter  90  money 
(State  Reimbursement).  All  roads  were  swept  and  all  catchbasins 
were  cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  Assistant,  Dave  Brown  and  my 
Secretary,  Elaine  Lawson  for  their  help.  Also  my  thanks  to  the 
men  on  the  Highway  Department  for  an  excellent  job  done.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  all  other  Departments  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Richard  Howe 
Highway  Superintendent 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 


1993  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  for  the  Acton 
Historic  District  Commission.  During  the  twelve-month  period, 
the  commission  received  nineteen  applications  for  certificates 
for  exterior  changes  to  properties  located  within  Acton's  three 
local  Historic  Districts.  Those  projects  included  seven  for  new 
signs,  eleven  for  minor  alterations,  such  as  fences,  railings, 
shutters,  roofing  and  masonry  repair,  one  major  building  addi- 
tion, and  a  new  parking  lot.  In  all,  the  commission  issued  thirteen 
Certificates  of  Appropriateness,  four  Certificates  of  Non-appli- 
cability, and  one  Certificate  of  Hardship. 


The  commission  is  grateful  for  the  help  it  has  received  this 
year  from  the  Assessors,  Building  and  Engineering  Departments, 
Planning  Department,  Town  Manager's  office,  and,  as  always, 
the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

Anne  Forbes,  Chair 
Wesley  Mowry,  Vice-chedr 
Joan  Gates,  Secretary 
Christopher  Dallmus 
Michaela  Moran 
Sandra  Schmidt 
Michael  Lynch  (alternate) 
Thomas  Peterman  (alternate) 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


During  1993,  the  Acton  Historical  Commission  concen- 
trated its  efforts  in  the  following  areas: 

Reviews 

•  We  reviewed  and  conmiented  on  the  West  Acton  Village 
Plan  Draft. 

•  A  review  was  made  and  suggestions  were  given  for  the 
Boston  University  Preservation  Study  for  Acton,  Groton, 
and  Stow. 

•  Numerous  site  plans  for  developments  in  Acton  were 
reviewed  and  discussed. 

Site  visits 

•  The  Commission  inspected  the  property  at  2-4 
Powdermill  Road,  Acton,  where  the  owner  had  requested 
a  permit  for  demolition.  Because  the  building  had  neither 
historical  nor  architectural  significance  and  was  partially 
located  in  Maynard,  it  was  decided  to  grant  permission. 

•  Members  visited  the  property  at  20  Concord  Road,  Acton 
Centre,  and  after  viewing  the  exterior  of  the  house,  the 
bam,  and  proposed  parking  area  for  the  church,  made 
suggestions  for  renovations. 


•  We  met  on  Quarry  Road  in  North  Acton  and  walked  the 
area,  including  the  old  "Texas  Road."  Photographs  were 
taken  of  cellar  holes,  abandoned  buildings,  and  other 
points  of  interest. 

Pliotographs 

•  Throughout  the  year,  we  photographed  buildings  and 
places  in  Acton  as  they  appear  today,  in  the  event  that 
development  will  change  the  appearance  in  the  future. 

Updates 

•  The  Cultural  Resource  List  is  being  updated.  Additions  or 
new  information  is  continually  being  added  to  our  files. 

Inquiries 

•  The  AHC  frequently  answers  inquiries  regarding 
Acton's  history.  We  welcome  questions  and  attempt  to 
provide  answers  whenever  possible. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chair 
William  Klauer 
Virginia  Milberry 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr. 
Victoria  Beyer,  Associate 
David  Harris,  Associate 
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HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


The  Board  Members  and  staff  of  the  Acton  Housing 
Authority  have  strived  to  insure  an  adequate  supply  of  safe, 
decent  affordable  housing  for  low  income  elderly,  handicapped 
and  families  living  in  the  Acton  area.  We  continue  to  serve  as  a 
source  of  information  to  the  Community,  an  advocate  and  a 
conscience  for  the  town  in  housing  and  housing  needs. 

1993  has  seen:  the  loss  of  our  friend  and  mentor  Doli 
Atamian  and  the  renaming  of  our  parenting  newsletter,  the 
Advocate,  in  memory  of  Doli;  the  Authority's  Five  Year  Housing 
Plan  finalized  and  adopted;  the  awarding  of  an  additional  twenty- 
five  CertificatesA'ouchers  by  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Development  (a  Federal  Housing  Program)  bringing  the  total 
households  subsidized  by  the  Authority  to  281  units;  the  contin- 
ued dedicated  commitment  of  our  Program  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee for  the  Family  Self  Sufficiency  Program;  the  resurgence 
of  Acton's  Elderly  Providers  Committee;  the  contract  renewal 
with  Concord  Assabet  Adolescent  Services  for  our  Parent  Aid/ 
Mentor  Program  for  families  at  risk;  the  continued  consultation 
services  provided  to  us  by  Eliot  Community  Human  Services,  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Mental  Health  and  the  Acton 
Public  Health  Nurses;  the  Authority  as  a  participant  in  the  Acton/ 
Boxboro  United  Way's  Day  of  Caring;  the  growth  of  our  Adopt 
a  Family  Program  in  which  South  Acton  Congregational  Church 
and  St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  participate;  schol- 
arships provided  to  thirty-three  children  for  summer  camp  and 
four  teens  to  summer  school;  community  groups  and  individual 
families  provide  fifty  holiday  gift  boxes  to  needy  families;  the 
purchase  of  playground  equipment  for  our  family  housing  com- 
plex through  donations  from  area  businesses  and  merchants;  an 
increase  use  of  our  Career  Counseling  Program;  the  appointment 
by  the  Acton  Selectmen  of  three  Board  Members  Barbara  Yates, 
Tom  Dill  and  Jean  Schoch  to  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council's  ten  town  area  Housing  Task  Force;  the  continuation  of 
Acton/Boxboro  Community  Education  classes  for  subsidized 
families;  a  one  day  workshop  on  Breaking  the  Cycle  of  Poverty; 
the  Authority  host  of  a  workshop  on  budgeting;  English  as  a 
Second  Language  classes  being  held  at  Windsor  Green  and  lastly 
the  coordination  of  a  job  placement  program. 

The  Board  and  staff  thank  all  of  you  in  the  community  for 
your  financial  assistance,  your  volunteer  efforts,  your  commit- 
ment and  your  dedication  in  sustaining  us  in  assisting  those  we 
subsidize.  With  your  support  we  are  able  to  continue  our 
proactive  programs  to  encourage  our  families  to  take  charge  of 
their  lives  and  ultimately  become  self-sufficient.  Our  successes 
are  based  on  your  support. 

Thank  you 

Housing  Authority 
Betty  McManus 
Executive  Director 
Barbara  Yates,  Chair. 
Jean  Schoch,  Vice  Chair. 
Barbara  Willson,  Secretary 
Peter  Berry,  Treasurer 
Joseph  Mercurio,,  Member 
Tom  Dill,  Member 


FAMILY  SELF  SUFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 


Fran  Souza,  Case  Manager 
Kathy  Bowen 
Martha  Childs 
Maureen  Duffy 
Ginny  Harris 
Carol  Lake 
Beverly  Lydiard 
Marry  Ellen  Mayo 


Joanne  McCrea 
Betty  McManus 
Brenda  Mleziva 
Kent  Moorehead 
Carol  Rocheleau 
Bill  Ryan 
Rosemary  Schantz 
Sandy  Wieher 


This  butterfly  house  helped  attract  nineteen  species 
of  butterflies  to  the  Butterfly  Garden. 
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INVESTMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


The  Common  Trust  Fund  of  the  Town  of  Acton  was 
established  in  1980  and  contains  fifty  different  funds,  twenty-six 
of  which  are  cemetery  funds,  four  are  charity  funds,  thirteen  are 
library  funds,  six  are  general  funds  serving  a  variety  of  purposes, 
and  the  fiftieth  is  the  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund  for  which  part 
of  the  income  provides  for  the  Goodnow  family  cemetery  lot  and 
the  remainder  is  distributed  to  the  Acton  Congregational  Church. 


26  Cemetery  Funds 

4  Charity  Funds 

13  Library  Funds 

6  Miscellaneous  General  Funds 

1  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund 


50  Funds 


Bank  of  Boston  is  the  custodian  for  the  Acton  Common 
Trust  Fund  and  keeps  the  records  for  each  of  the  trust  participants. 
Franklin  Management  Corporation  acts  with  the  Acton  Town 
Finance  Director  and  the  Investment  Advisory  Committee.  The 
book  value  of  these  funds  as  of  June  30,  1993  amounted  to 
$1,915,173.41  and  a  breakdown  of  this  sum  is  as  follows: 

Book  Value  6/30/93 


$  1,499,845.45 
172,861.46 
83,687.75 
155,595.03 
3,183.72 


$  1,915,173.41 


When  the  common  trust  fund  was  first  set  up  the  assets  of 
the  individual  trusts  were  withdrawn  from  savings  deposits, 
pooled,  and  invested  in  U.S.A.  Treasury  securities  and  U.S. 
Government  Agency  bonds.  As  time  passed  net  capital  gains 
were  realized,  and  as  of  June  30, 1993  they  totaled  $224,302.15, 
much  of  which  is  invested  in  common  stocks  in  order  to  provide 


a  more  balanced  portfolio  offering  greater  opportunity  for 
growth  of  the  funds.  As  of  June  30, 1993  the  market  value  of  the 
total  fund  was  $2,170,404  including  unrealized  capital  gains  of 
$255,232  of  which  $145,924  was  in  the  common  stock  portion  of 
the  portfolio  and  $108,308  was  in  fixed  income  securities.  The 
composition  of  the  fund  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  COMMON  TRUST  FUND 


COST 


MARKET  VALUE 
JUNE  30  1993 


UNREALIZED 
GAIN 


BONDS  AND  NOTES 
COMMON  STOCKS 
CASH  EQUIVALENT  ADJ 


TOTAL 
NOTE: 


$1,413,677 
163,576 
337,920 

$1,915,173 


$1,521,985 
310,500 
337,920 

$2,170,405 


$108,308 
146,924 
00 

$255,231 


Cash  equivalent  is  reduced  by  $735.00  to  bring  the  total  of  thefund  reported  by  the  investment  manager  equal  to  that  reported 
by  the  bank  custodian.  This  adjusts  for  fiscal  year-endpayments  that  had  not  been  reported  to  the  investment  manager. 

Charles  F.  Putnam,  Chair 
Brewster  Conant 
Howel  T.  Evans 
James  L.  Greenbaum 
Allan  D.  Gulliver 

W.  Roy  Wetherby,  Director  of  Finance 
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LOWELL  REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY 


The  Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  (LRTA)  is  one  of 
fourteen  regional  authorities  established  within  the  Common- 
wealth in  1974  to  continue  and  improve  local  transit  services. 
Working  with  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging,  the  LRTA  forms  the 
basis  of  three  local  transportation  services:  the  Road  Runner  Van, 
the  Council  on  Aging  Van  and  Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service. 

Service  to  town  residents  aged  60  years  and  older,  or  those 
who  are  handicapped  is  provided  by  two  van  services  operating 
five  days  a  week.  The  Road  Runner  and  the  COA  Van  provide 
curb-to-curb,  pick-up  service  in  Acton  and  surrounding  towns  on 
an  advanced  (24-hour)  reservation  basis.  Both  vans  can  accom- 
modate ambulatory,  as  well  as  wheelchair-bound  patrons. 

The  vans  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes  including 
shopping,  medical  appointments,  visits  to  the  CES  Day  Care 
Center,  Senior  Center  activities,  recreation,  or  visiting  friends 
and  relatives.  The  nominal  fare  schedule  is  40  cents  per  one-way 
trip  within  Acton,  80  cents  for  trips  to  Concord  or  Maynard,  and 
10  cents  to  the  new  Senior  Center  on  Audubon  Drive.  Road 
Runner  service  may  be  arranged  by  calling  263-4691  while  COA 
Van  information  is  available  at  264-9651. 

Ridership  on  the  combined  services  totaled  11,452  in 
Calendar  Year  1993,  the  Road  Runner  providing  5,790  trips, 
while  the  COA  Van  was  used  for  5,662  elderly  trips.  In  February 
1994,  the  1988  COA  van  was  replaced  with  a  new  1994  Ford 
EMC  van.  The  new  van  is  equipped  with  a  fiiUy  automatic 


wheelchair  lift.  The  air  conditioned  vehicle  provides  seating  for 
16  passengers  with  two  wheelchair  placements.  In  December 
1992,  the  Road  Runner  service  placed  a  new  1992  Dodge  Maxi 
Van  into  service.  This  air  conditioned  vehicle  provides  seating 
for  1 1  passengers  with  four  wheelchair  placements. 

New  vans  are  funded  by  grants  from  the  Massachusetts 
Mobility  Assistance  Program  (80%)  and  the  Federal  Transit 
Administration  (20%)  resulting  in  no  cost  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Amtrak  Conunuter  Rail  Service,  also  falling  under  the 
aegis  of  the  LRTA,  offers  16  round-trips  per  weekday  to  Boston 
starting  6:26  AM,  nine  to  Fitchburg,  with  three  continuing  on  to 
Gardner.  Saturday  and  Sunday  schedules  are  more  limited. 
Schedules  can  be  obtained  at  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  or  by 
calling  1-800-392-6100.  Service  to  Boston  terminates  at  North 
Station  with  an  MBTA  rapid  transit  station  directly  across  the 
street.  The  Fitchburg  run  ends  at  Depot  Square  (at  the  junction  of 
Rts.  2A  and  1 2)  where  Montachusetts  Regional  Transit  Authority 
(MART)  local  buses  connect.  MART  information  may  be  ob- 
tained by  calling  1-617-722-3200.  Trains  depart  from  the  South 
Acton  Commuter  Parking  Lot  located  on  Central  Street  just  off 
Main  Street.  The  fare  from  Acton  to  Boston  is  $3.50  one  way, 
children's  fare  is  $1.75,  with  reduced  rate  12  ride  and  monthly 
rates  available. 

Don  Herskovitz 
Acton  Liaison  Member 


MASTER  PLAN  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 


The  Master  Plan  Coordinating  Committee  (MPCC)  was 
established  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  1991  with  members 
appointed  as  listed  below.  A  Committee  "Charge"  was  drafted  by 
the  MPCC's  members  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
on  December  3,  1991.  The  MPCC's  purpose  is  to  facilitate  the 
implementation  of  actions  recommended  by  the  Master  Plan  and 
bylaws  derived  from  the  Master  Plan.  Specific  duties  to  carry  out 
this  purpose  are  listed  in  the  "Charge",  which  is  filed  with  the 
Town  Clerk. 

During  1992  and  1993,  the  MPCC  identified  seven  major 
issues  relating  to  the  Master  Plan,  and  through  a  process  of 
discussion  and  consensus  at  meetings  held  approximately  bi- 
monthly, resolved  most  of  the  issues  that  had  been  identified. 
Some  changes  to  the  bylaws  were  recommended  and,  where 
appropriate,  have  been  brought  to  Town  Meeting  by  the  Planning 
Board  and  approved.  Some  issues  were  addressed  through  com- 
munication among  Town  departments  and  boards,  or  between  the 
business  community  and  Town  government.  The  seven  major 
issues  discussed  were  as  follows: 


1)  The  new  sign  bylaw  (eight  specific  sections  of  this 
bylaw); 

2)  The  need  for  a  definition  of  "consistency  with  the 
Master  Plan"  (the  one  issue  on  which  the  MPCC  was 
unable  to  reach  consensus  except  to  the  extent  that  this 
requirement  encourages  permit  granting  boards  to 
study  the  Master  Plan); 

3)  The  need  to  clarify  the  'Transfer  of  Development 
Rights"  provision  in  the  Zoning  Bylaw; 

4)  The  need  to  review  and  update  sections  of  the  Transpor- 
tation Plan; 

5)  Timing,  variance,  special  permit  and  design  issues 
relating  to  development  review  and  approval  processes; 

6)  The  need  to  clarify  the  new  Zoning  Bylaw  for  the 
business  community;  and 

7)  The  need  to  clarify  each  board's  responsibilities  for 
actions  listed  in  the  Master  Plan. 

A  description  of  each  issue  addressed  and  a  summary  of 
recommendations  and  actions  taken  was  developed,  appended  to 
the  MPCC's  minutes  of  it's  September  9,  1993  meeting,  and  is 
filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 


38 


As  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  issues  discussed,  the  MPCC 
produced  a  "Development  Guide"  and  updated  the  Transporta- 
tion Plan  that  is  included  in  the  Master  Plan  (i.e,  the  plan  for  road 
and  intersection  improvements,).  A  process  for  educating  land- 
owners and  realtors  on  the  Transfer  of  Development  Rights  was 
developed;  however,  its  implementation  is  currently  constrained 
by  limited  staff  time  due  to  budget  cutbacks  and  increased 
development  activity.  Finally,  the  MPCC  prepared  a  matrix  of  all 
actions  recommended  in  the  Master  Plan  to  implement  the  Goals 
and  Objectives,  with  suggested  board  and  committee  responsi- 
bilities for  these  actions.  This  matrix  was  sent  to  all  town  boards 
and  committees,  town  staff,  the  School  Committee,  and  commu- 
nity organizations  that  had  participated  in  Master  Plan  Meetings. 


Responses  were  compiled  and  a  "Matrix  of  Master  Plan  Respon- 
sibilities" was  provided  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  use  in  their 
annual  Oversight  Meetings  with  appointed  boards  and  commit- 
tees. 

Anne  Fanton,  Board  of  Selectmen 
Don  Johnson,  Town  Manager 
Greg  Niemyski,  Planning  Board 
Roland  Bartl,  Town  Planner 
Matt  Mleziva,  Board  of  Appeals 
Garry  Rhodes,  Building  Inspector 
David  Abbt,  Engineering  Administrator 
Mark  Allan,  Finance  Committee 
Tom  Mackey,  Finance  Committee 
Bill  Lawrence,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Nick  Miller,  Citizen  at  Large 
Martin  Graetz,  Transportation  Advisory 
Cormnittee 


METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 


Throughout  the  year,  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council  (MAPC)  has  been  representing  the  interests  of  conmiu- 
nities  in  the  region  on  a  number  of  critical  planning  issues.  In 
August,  MAPC  initiated  a  public  information  process  for  review 
and  comment  on  the  Regional  Transportation  Plan,  a  long-range 
planning  document  that  lays  out  future  transportation  invest- 
ments in  the  region.  Working  within  the  Metropolitan  Planning 
Organization  structure,  with  five  other  agencies,  MAPC  partici- 
pated in  the  development  of  the  plan,  mandated  by  the  Intermodal 
Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act  federal  legislation. 
MAPC's  involvement  in  the  Regional  Transportation  Plan  re- 
sulted in  a  final  draft  that  was  more  reflective  of  local  needs. 

Other  transportation  planning  initiatives  that  MAPC  par- 
ticipated in  on  behalf  of  its  communities  include  coordinating 
local  review  of  amendments  to  the  Transportation  Improvement 
Program;  the  State  Implementation  Plan  for  Air  Quality;  and  the 
Program  for  Mass  Transportation. 

MAPC  also  participated  in  the  federally  required  reclassi- 
fication of  local  roads,  hosted  and  informational  forum  on  the 
SIP;  coordinated  and  solicited  Transportation  Demand  Manage- 
ment and  transportation  enhancement  project  development  and 
funding;  and  participated  in  an  electric  vehicle  pilot  program  to 
demonstrate  the  viability  of  alternative  fuel  vehicles  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

As  the  lead  agency  for  the  development  of  the  Overall 
Economic  Development  Program  (OEDP)  for  the  region,  MAPC 
brought  together  local  officials  and  the  region's  business  com- 
munity to  develop  the  OEDP  priorities .  In  January,  the  Economic 
Development  Administration  (EDA)  approved  MAPC's  OEDP 
qualifying  the  projects  contained  in  it  for  public  works  grants. 
During  1993,  OEDP  project  funding  by  the  EDA  totaled  $1.8 
million.  After  months  of  prodding  by  MAPC  to  secure  eligibility 


status,  in  October  the  EDA  announced  the  designation  of  the 
Marlborough  Labor  Market  Area  as  a  redevelopment  area.  The 
designation  qualifies  Acton  for  public  works  grants  for  projects 
that  create  jobs. 

MAPC's  Data  Center  continued  to  develop  and  dissemi- 
nate information  on  the  communities  in  the  region.  Last  year  the 
center  developed  a  1990  census  profile  of  sample  data  for  each 
community  in  the  region;  surveyed  and  compiled  an  inventory  of 
vacant  industrial  and  commercial  sites  for  each  community  in  the 
region;  and  developed  journey  to  work  data  and  population  and 
age  group  forecasts  for  each  community. 

MAPC's  administrative  support  to  the  eight  subregions 
continued  to  provide  an  important  coordinating  link  between  the 
towns  and  the  region.  In  1993  the  Minuteman  Advisory  Group  on 
Interlocal  Coordination  (MAGIC)  sponsored  a  Housing  Infor- 
mation Exchange;  conducted  a  housing  survey  and  compiled 
results  into  a  MAGIC  Housing  Profile;  and  set  up  a  Housing  Task 
Force  to  explore  options  for  joint  activities. 

In  1993  MAPC  also: 

•  represented  Acton  and  other  Magic  communities  on  the  Ft. 
Devens  CitizensAdvisory  Committee,  set  up  to  provide 
input  to  EOEA  on  reuse  planning  issues; 

•  applied  for  and  won  a  grant  from  theMassachusetts  De- 
partment of  Environmental  Protection  and  the  U.S.  Envi- 
ronmental Protection  Agency  to  develop  a  Water  Supply 
Protection  Plan  on  behalf  of  the  communities  that  comprise 
the  MAGIC  subregion; 

•  began  monitoring  Hanscom  Field  activities  in  response  to 
the  Strategic  Assessment  Report  findings  that  Hanscom 
might  be  upgraded  to  meet  future  airport  demand; 
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•  facilitated  local  input  into  the  transportation  planning 
process,  raising  issues  regarding  Route  2,  the  Route  27 
bridge,  the  need  for  more  commuter  parking  along  the 
Fitchburg  rail  line,  and  the  possibility  of  regional  bus 
service  to  major  employers; 

•  facilitated  interlocal  cooperation  on  the  Route  2  Corridor 
Advisory  Committee,  an  ongoing  group  representing 
Acton,  Concord  and  Lincoln  on  Route  27  improvement 
issues.  MAGIC  also  provided  support  to  Acton  and 
Maynard' s  efforts  to  ensure  timely  completion  of  Route  27 
bridge  improvements,  which  are  critical  to  Acton's  fire 
fighting  capacity  and  Maynard' s  economic  development; 

•  reviewed  Developments  of  Regional  Impacts,  conunent- 
ing  on  Acton's  proposed  Nursing  Home  expansion  and  the 


potential  impacts  to  Concord,  and  on  Acton's  Acorn  Park 
and  potential  impacts  to  traffic  in  Littleton  and  to 
Concord's  water  supply; 

•  hosted  a  meeting  with  the  subregion's  legislators  and  a 
luncheon  meeting  between  local  officials  and  EOEA  Sec- 
retary Coxe  to  discuss  subregional  environmental  issues 
including  Title  5,  groundwater  and  surface  water  protec- 
tion, and  the  clean  up  of  the  Ft.  Devens  Annex;  and 

•  worked  with  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the  American 
Planning  Association  and  others  to  support  Acton' s  appeal 
of  an  important  zoning  and  planning  case. 

Don  Gilberti 

MAPC  Representative 


MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 


Acton  is  one  of  16  towns  in  an  area  stretching  from 
Arlington  to  Harvard  that  receives  help  for  citizens  over  sixty 
from  Minuteman  Home  Care  (MHC).  The  private  nonprofit 
corporation  is  directed  by  a  Board  of  28  members,  appointed  by 
the  16  towns.  MHC  pays  for  the  services  it  provides  with  money 
from  Federal,  State  and  Town  governments,  donations,  individu- 
als, corporations,  foundations,  and  minimal  fees  charged  on  a 
sliding  scale. 

Each  town' s  local  share  assessment  is  based  on  the  number 
of  citizens  over  60.  MHC  services  provided  to  elders  in  Acton 
during  the  year  that  ended  June  30, 1993  totaled  $189,066.  632 
client  services  were  provided  as  follows: 


Clients 

Dollar 

Amount 

Case  Management  -  Home  Care  Services 

49 

109,841 

Protective  Services 

11 

6,317 

Legal  Services 

7 

845 

Nursing  Home  Ombudsman 

250 

3,012 

Day  Care  Transportation 

4 

1,231 

Eating  Together  Program 

111 

24,019 

Home  Delivered  Meals 

55 

23,665 

Information  and  Referral 

93* 

2,316 

Senior  Aide  (Older  Workers) 

1 

5,440 

Alzheimer's  Services 

4 

1,378 

Nursing  Home  Prescreening 

39 

6,377 

Independent  Living  Fund 

0 

0 

Volunteer  Services 

5 

3,200 

Money  Management 

2 

701 

Respite  Companion 

1 

724 

*Calls 

Cynthia  Sawyer 

Director  of  Aging  Information 

Minuteman  Home  Care 


Brewster  Conant,  volunteer  and  Arboretum 
Board  Member,  pitching  in  to  keep  the 
poison  ivy  at  bay. 
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MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 


The  Department  of  Municipal  Properties  discharges  the 
following  duties: 

1 .  Maintenance,  management,  and  construction  of  all  Town 
Buildings,  except  those  controlled  by  the  School  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  Maintenance  and  development  of  the  Town  Common, 
Parks,  Playgrounds,  Conservation  Lands,  and  Town  For- 
ests. 

3.  Management  of  street  trees  as  provided  in  M  .G.L  Chapter 
87,  and  management  of  Public  Nuisances  related  to 
Shade  Trees,  as  provided  in  M.G.L  Chapter  132. 

4.  Mosquito  Control  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapters  40  and 
252 

5.  Staff  support  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for 
groundwater  protection,  wetlands  enforcement,  and  ac- 
quisition and  management  of  conservation  areas. 

6.  Technical  expertise  as  needed  for  site  plan  and  subdivi- 
sion reviews  and  inspections. 

7.  Oversight  of  Cemetery  operations. 

8.  Administration  of  utility  budget. 

ROADSIDE  VEGETATION  MANAGEMENT 

This  year  46  dead  or  dangerous  street  trees  were  removed, 
29  street  trees  were  safety  pruned,  and  21  tree  stumps  that 
presented  traffic  hazards  were  ground  out  below  grade.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  dead  or  dangerous  trees  that  were  removed,  a  total  of 
113  trees  were  removed  from  public  property  in  order  to  install 
new  sidewalks  on  portions  of  Charter  Road  and  Pope  Road. 

The  good  news  is  that  ninety  new  trees  were  planted  this 
year,  including  79  that  were  planted  under  a  MASS.  RELEAF 
grant  from  the  State,  and  1 1  additional  trees  that  were  planted 
under  our  regular  planting  program.  A  great  deal  of  time  was 
spent  watering  the  new  trees  due  to  the  drought,  but  all  survived 
and  should  do  well  in  future  years.  The  1993  MASS  RELEAF 
grant  was  for  a  total  of  $9675.00,  which  included  both  trees  and 
planting  labor.  We  have  been  notified  that  Acton  will  receive  and 
additional  $7200.00  for  planting  trees  in  1994,  which  should  get 
us  an  additional  fifty  trees.  One  of  the  principle  criteria  for  the 
MASS  RELEAF  grants  is  being  able  to  prove  that  the  Town  has 
a  long-standing  commitment  to  urban  forestry  programs. 

Approximately  60  miles  of  road  shoulder  were  mowed 
with  the  side  arm  mower,  and  many  other  areas  were  cut  using 
chain  saws.  All  intersections  were  checked  and  trimmed  back  as 
needed  to  alleviate  traffic  hazards.  Poison  ivy  growing  along 
approximately  five  miles  of  roadway  was  selectively  sprayed 
with  herbicide  to  control  this  public  nuisance. 

A  continuing  major  cause  of  street  tree  death  in  Acton  is 
Ash  Decline.  This  disease  is  believed  to  be  caused  by  a  myco- 
plasma like  organism,  or  M.L.O.  which  is  beUeved  to  be  transmit- 


ted by  a  leaf-hopper.  The  disease  is  always  fatal  when  it  infects 
drought-stressed  Ash  trees  that  are  growing  in  association  with 
goldenrod,  asters,  and  other  grassy  weeds.  There  is  no  control 
strategy,  and  infected  trees  die  within  one  or  two  years  of  when 
the  symptoms  first  appear. 

Gypsy  moth  activity  declined,  with  less  than  500  acres 
defoliated  in  South  Acton.  As  was  the  case  in  1992,  many 
caterpillars  died  due  to  Entomophaga  fungus  and  Polyhydrosis 
virus,  but  enough  survived  to  maturity  to  deposit  significant 
numbers  of  egg  masses.  Portions  of  Acton  will  be  subject  to 
defoliation  in  June  of  1994,  but  it  appears  that  the  biological 
controls,  principally  predators,  parasites,  and  diseases  that  have 
been  introduced  to  North  America,  are  acting  increasingly  to 
limit  the  severity  of  Gypsy  Moth  outbreaks.  No  town  wide 
control  program  is  contemplated,  but  landowners  might  want  to 
consider  protecting  high  value  plantings,  which  will  die  if  repeat- 
edly defoliated. 

All  subdivision  and  commercial  landscaping  plans  were 
reviewed  and  inspected  for  compliance  with  local  landscaping 
regulations. 

In  1993  Acton  was  recertified  for  the  ninth  consecutive 
year  as  a  Tree  City  U.S.A.  by  the  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation, 
in  recognition  of  our  urban  forestry  efforts.  The  Director  contin- 
ues to  serve  on  the  Northeast  Forest  Pest  Council. 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

The  mosquito  control  program  ran  from  late  May  until 
early  September.  The  entire  town  was  fogged  three  times  with 
Malathion,  each  application  requiring  about  10  dry,  calm  nights 
to  complete.  Mosquito  control  is  very  weather  dependent,  and 
control  measures  are  only  undertaken  when  conditions  require 
and  allow  such  activities.  The  fogging  this  year  was  cut  back 
significantly  due  to  the  drought,  which  reduced  the  mosquito 
population.  The  larvicide  and  water  management  program, 
which  are  highly  effective  in  controlling  mosquitoes  at  the 
source,  were  eliminated  several  years  ago  due  to  budget  cut- 
backs. 

The  U.L.V.  Fogger  dispenses  a  cloud  of  Malathion,  at  the 
rate  of  approximately  two  ounces  per  acre,  in  a  swath  of  300  feet 
wide.  The  cloud  can  remain  toxic  to  mosquitoes  from  1  to  12 
hours,  depending  upon  weather  conditions.  This  adulticiding 
technique  is  highly  effective  in  developed  areas.  In  addition  to 
it's  use  as  a  mosquito  adulticide,  malathion  is  a  commonly  used 
agricultural  pesticide,  registered  for  use  on  over  300  pests.  All 
fogger  operators  are  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts  Pesticide 
Bureau.  Residents  who  wish  to  exclude  their  property  from 
pesticide  applications  should  contact  this  office  by  May  1  so  that 
the  exclusion  areas  can  be  mapped  prior  to  the  program  start-up. 


41 


Homeowners  can  augment  the  Town's  mosquito  control 
activities  in  the  following  ways: 

•  Cut  back  overgrown  shrubbery  near  your  house  that 
provide  shelter  and  "resting  areas"  for  mosquitoes. 

•  Drain  stagnant  puddles,  unused  swimming  pools,  and 
other  containers  that  provide  breeding  areas  for  mos- 
quitoes. 

•  Make  sure  that  mosquito  screens  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  screen  in  all  porches. 

•  Wear  light  colored  clothing  and  use  moderate 
amounts  of  repellent  when  outside  in  the  evening. 

•  Purchase  biological  larvicides  such  as  "Bactimos", 
and  apply  them  to  small  water  bodies  on  your  own 
property. 

•  Generally,  the  mosquito  population  is  highest  in  June, 
and  they  are  most  active  at  dawn  and  dusk;  schedule 
outside  events  accordingly. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE 

1993  was  a  very  light  year  for  building  related  projects; 
Due  to  budget  constraints,  most  of  our  work  was  related  more  to 
routine  maintenance  rather  than  new  projects.  However,  a  few 
noteworthy  projects  were  undertaken. 

The  restrooms  at  the  Memorial  Library  were  totally  reno- 
vated to  make  them  handicap  accessible. 

The  septic  system  at  Fire  Station  Three  (West  Acton)  was 
repaired. 

The  Town  accepted  the  lease  on  the  Senior  Citizen  Center 
at  Audubon  Hill  in  November.  We  are  in  the  process  now  of 
installing  kitchen  equipment,  retrofitting  the  building,  and  other- 
wise "fine  tuning"  the  facility  prior  to  starting  programs  later  on 
in  the  winter. 

All  three  fire  stations  were  modified  for  energy  conserva- 
tion under  the  Boston  Edison  "Encore"  program.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  modifications  will  yield  the  same  sort  of  savings  as  we  have 
observed  from  the  Town  Hall  conservation  modifications. 

In  the  next  few  years  we  will  be  faced  with  have  to  reroof 
Fire  Station  Two  (South  Acton),  Fire  Station  Three  (West 
Acton),  and  the  Police  Station  garage,  as  the  membrane  roofs  are 
approaching  the  end  of  their  expected  life  spans. 

LAND  MANAGEMENT 

The  25  acres  of  turf  maintained  by  this  Department  were 
mowed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  the  growing  season,  and  were 
fertilized  and  aerated.  This  regime  of  Ught  fertilization,  weekly 
mowing,  and  annual  aeration  is  the  absolute  minimum  required 
to  maintain  healthy,  athletic  turf.  As  in  previous  years,  we  have 
gratefully  accepted  donations  of  manpower,  supplies,  and  con- 


tracted services  from  athletic  leagues  to  supplement  the  mainte- 
nance program.  Due  to  the  high  demand  for  fields  and  a  dimin- 
ishing Town  work  force,  Acton  Boxboro  Youth  Soccer  voluntar- 
ily donated  sufficient  funds  to  hire  a  contractor  to  perform  all 
mowing  of  School  Street  Field  and  Woodlawn  Field  during  their 
Spring  and  Fall  seasons,  and  provided  funds  for  two  additional 
fertilizations.  This  was  a  substantial  contribution,  and  should 
serve  as  an  example  for  the  other  Leagues.  All  fertilizer  appUed 
was  either  donated  by  the  leagues,  or  purchased  from  field  user 
fee  receipts. 

This  sunmier  the  Department  received  over  300  hours  of 
court  ordered  community  service  work  from  local  youths.  This 
additional  help  had  real  value  in  helping  to  catch  up  on  many 
labor  intensive  tasks  such  as  weeding,  trash  pick-up,  and  spread- 
ing woodchips  in  the  landscape  areas. 

The  Acton  Children's  Playground,  a  handicap  accessible 
playground  designed  primarily  for  children  under  the  age  of  six, 
was  constructed  on  Coward  Field.  Over  $50,000  in  cash  dona- 
tions, plus  substantial  "In  Kind"  contributions  were  raised  by  the 
volunteers  of  the  Children's  Playground  Committee,  who 
worked  very  closely  with  the  Town  on  this  project.  Engineering, 
site  work,  landscaping,  logistics,  and  footing  installation  was 
done  by  the  Engineering,  Highway,  and  Municipal  Properties 
departments,  but  the  majority  of  the  construction  was  done  by 
volunteers  over  the  course  of  several  weekends.  The  results  of  all 
this  hard  work  and  dedication  is  certainly  impressive,  and  the 
Town  now  has  a  very  heavily  used,  modem  playground  for 
toddlers,  something  we  were  totally  lacking  previously.  Fund- 
raising  for  additional  equipment  will  continue  in  1994,  in  order 
to  put  the  finishing  touches  on  the  area. 

The  portion  of  the  Town  Common  in  front  of  the  Memorial 
Library  was  reconstructed,  including  landscaping,  sidewalks, 
and  parking  areas.  All  work  for  this  project  was  done  "in  house" 
by  the  Engineering,  Highway,  and  Municipal  Properties  Depart- 
ments. 

The  developer  of  the  Mill  Comer  subdivision  in  South 
Acton  began  work  on  an  additional  playfield  at  the  Great  Hill 
Recreation  Area.  This  field  was  originally  envisioned  in  the 
Master  Plan  for  the  area  which  was  approved  by  Town  Meeting, 
the  State,  and  the  Federal  government  in  the  early  1970's.  The 
field  should  be  ready  for  use  in  the  fall  of  1994  or  the  spring  of 
1995. 

Over  1430  acres  of  conservation  land  and  town  forests  are 
managed  by  this  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  Conser- 
vation Administrator,  Tom  Tidman,  who  is  also  responsible  for 
wetlands  protection  enforcement.  The  Department  performed 
routine  maintenance  tasks  on  the  conservation  lands,  such  as 
brush-hogging  open  wildlife  habitat  areas  at  Great  Hill,  Nagog 
Hill,  Stoneymeade,  and  Heath  Hen  Meadow,  and  spraying  poi- 
son ivy  along  the  hiking  trails.  A  great  deal  of  effort  is  put  into 
developing  and  improving  public  access  to  the  conservation 
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lands,  including  the  improvement  of  existing  trails,  the  installa- 
tion of  trail  markers  and  trail  head  signs,  and  the  creation  of  new 
sections  of  connecting  trails. 

The  1993  Annual  Town  Meeting  voted  to  accept  two 
parcels  of  land  to  add  to  the  Fort  Pond  Brook  Greenbelt  near 
Massachusetts  Avenue.  Warren  and  Barbara  Birch  donated  two 
acres  of  land  and  Anthony  Castelline  donated  seven  acres  of  land 
to  the  Town.  These  parcels  are  mostly  floodplain,  but  they  have 
value  for  wildlife  and  aquifer  protection. 

The  study  of  Ice  House  Pond  was  completed  and  submitted 
to  the  Selectmen,  and  a  request  for  funding  the  restoration  of  the 
pond  was  included  in  the  override  vote,  which  was  defeated. 
Grant  applications  have  been  made  to  both  the  Federal  Emer- 
gency Management  Agency  and  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Environmental  Management  to  fund  work  at  the  pond  in  order 
to  preserve  its  value  for  recreation,  wildlife,  and  flood  migration. 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  an  increasing  number  of 
complaints  about  illegal  hunting  on  the  Town  Lands  of  Acton. 
Although  there  appears  to  be  a  high  population  of  White  Tail 
Deer  in  Acton,  the  Town  Lands  are  much  too  heavily  used  by  the 


public  to  allow  safe  hunting.  At  least  for  the  present,  hunting  is 
prohibited  on  all  town  owned  land  in  Acton. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  citizen  groups, 
especially  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Friends  of  Acton  Arbore- 
tum, the  Acton  Children's  Playground  Committee,  and  various 
scout,  league,  and  other  conmiunity  groups  that  have  assisted  the 
Department  in  1993.  We  have  also  gotten  a  great  deal  of  help 
from  other  town  departments  and  individual  town  residents.  As 
always,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  the  hard  work  and 
dedication  shown  by  the  department  staff: 

Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 

Tom  Tidman,  Conservation  Administrator 

Malcolm  MacGregor,  Jr., 

Grounds  Crew  Leader 
Dayle  MacGillivary, 

Building  Maintenance  Crew  Leader 
David  Walsh,  Groundskeeper 
Arnold  Johnson,  Building  Maintenance 
James  Howells,  Building  Maintenance 
David  Bouchard,  Building  Maintenance 

Dean  A.  Charter 

Municipal  Properties  Director 


PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Planning  Board  is  a  seven  member  board  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  that  has  the  statutory  obligation  of  review 
and  approval  of  a  new  subdivisions  under  MGL  Ch.41,  the 
Subdivision  Control  Law.  In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  also 
serves  as  a  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  under  the  MGL 
Ch.40A,  the  Zoning  Act,  and  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  for  various 
Special  Permits.  Through  these  governing  tools  the  Planning 
Board  strives  to  protect  the  health,  safety,  and  welfare  of  Acton's 
residents  and  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  Acton's  character. 
Planning  Board  members  in  1993  were  Chairman  David  Hill, 
Vice  Chairman  William  Shupert,  Gregory  Niemyski,  James  Lee, 
Mary  Giorgio,  Douglas  Camahan,  and  John  Pavan.  Joshua 
Chemin  and  Richard  Croswell  joined  the  Planning  Board  as 
associate  members  in  1993.  During  1994,  the  Planning  Board 
will  hold  regular  meetings  at  7:30  PM  in  Room  204  of  the  Town 
Hall,  generally  every  other  Monday.  The  meeting  dates  are 
posted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 

The  professional  planning  staff  worked  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  other  volunteer  Town  boards  and  committees  by 
providing  them  with  assistance  and  guidance,  and  conducted  the 
day  to  day  business  of  the  Planning  Board.  In  1993  the  Planning 
Department  was  staffed  by  Town  Planner  Roland  Bartl  and 
Donna  Jacobs,  who  serves  as  Assistant  Planner  and  Planning 
Board  Secretary.  The  planning  staffs  goal  is  to  function  as  a 
resourceful  municipal  planning  agency  dedicated  to  providing 


innovative  and  professional  planning  services.  We  strive  to 
provide  the  necessary  legal  and  regulatory  framework  to  imple- 
ment Acton's  Master  Plan  through  pro-active  planning. 

Planning  in  Acton  continued  to  be  a  focal  point  of  commu- 
nity interest  as  the  Town  works  toward  implementation  of  the 
goals  and  objectives  of  the  Master  Plan  that  were  completed  and 
accepted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board  in  the 
spring  of  1991. 

The  creation  of  Village  Plans  is  a  high  priority  action 
recommendation  of  the  Acton  Master  Plan.  In  1993,  the  Planning 
Department  staff  continued  its  work  with  the  two  subcommittees 
appointed  in  December  of  1991  to  develop  Village  Plans  for  the 
South  Acton  and  West  Acton  Village  Districts.  The  two  commit- 
tees have  met  twice  a  month  since  January  of  1991  and  hope  to 
bring  their  planning  efforts  to  a  successful  completion  during 
1994.  The  West  Acton  Village  Plan  draft  was  completed  in  the 
summer  of  1993  and  articles  developed  to  begin  implementation 
of  that  Plan  will  be  presented  at  the  1994  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Members  of  the  West  Acton  Village  Planning  Committee  in- 
clude Planning  Board  Vice  Chairman  William  Shupert,  Marvin 
Norman,  Denise  Glaser,  Rosalie  DeQuattro,  Dennis  Ahem, 
Anne  Jackson,  Ronald  Issacs  and  Susan  Boston.  The  South 
Acton  Village  Planning  Committee  is  writing  the  draft  of  the 
Village  Plan  which  they  hope  to  release  for  public  review  and 
comment  this  summer.  Members  of  the  South  Acton  Village 
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Planning  Committee  are  Planning  Board  Vice  Chairman  Will- 
iam Shupert,  Sandra  Whaley,  Sam  Manka,  Sushama  Gokale, 
Robert  Pion  and  Betsy  Eldridge. 

The  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  is  one  of  the  principal  tools 
affecting  land  use  and  development  in  Acton.  It  is  the  regulatory 
blueprint  for  Acton's  future  development.  In  cooperation  with 
the  Planning  Board  and  the  Master  Plan  Coordination  Commit- 
tee. Plarming  Department  staff  continued  its  effort  to  reshape  the 
Zoning  Bylaw  so  that  it  will  serve  better  to  reflect  and  implement 
the  Goals  and  Objectives,  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
Master  Plan.  In  this  context,  the  major  changes  in  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  adopted  by  the  Town  Meeting  in  1993  are  modifications 
to  the  regulations  governing  signs,  and  the  addition  of  a  provision 
to  allow  reconstruction  of  existing  nonconforming  multifamily 
dwellings. 

A  primary  function  of  the  Planning  Department  is  the 
coordination  of  the  inter-departmental  reviews  and  legal  permit- 
ting process  for  new  development  proposals  submitted  to  the 
Planning  Board  under  the  Zoning  Act,  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw, 
and  the  Subdivision  Control  Law.  This  review  process  includes 
negotiations  with  developers,  explanations  of  the  permitting 
process  and  development  proposal  to  neighbors  and  residents, 
coordination  of  staff  reviews,  scheduling  public  hearings  and 
drafting  of  the  decisions. 

Development  activity  in  1993  increased  significantly  over 
that  of  1992.  Planning  staff  and  the  Planning  Board  met  with 
developers  and  discussed  the  potential  for  10  new  residential 


developments.  Apphcations  for  6  Definitive  Subdivisions,  4 
Plaimed  Conservation  Residential  Communities,  1  Plarmed  Unit 
Development  and  4  Preliminary  Subdivision  Plans  were  filed  in 
1993.  During  1993,  the  Planning  Board  approved  the  creation  of 
54  new  lots  through  the  endorsement  of  Approval  Not  Required 
Plans  (a  20%  increase  over  1992).  In  addition,  126  new  lots  were 
created  through  the  approval  of  4  Definitive  Subdivision  Plans 
and  4  Special  Permits.  Special  Permits  were  granted  by  the 
Planning  Board  for  4  common  driveways  and  for  construction  of 
2  sewage  treatment  facilities,  one  for  a  residential  development 
and  one  for  a  nursing  home.  Planning  staff  anticipates  the  receipt 
of  five  or  six  additional  applications  in  1994  which,  when 
combined  with  the  preliminary  subdivisions  approved  in  1993, 
could  lead  to  the  creation  of  approximately  130  new  lots.  The 
Planning  Department  also  manages  the  various  performance 
guarantees  posted  with  the  Town  to  secure  proper  completion  of 
subdivision  improvements.  By  the  end  of  1993,  we  held 
$489,850  in  construction  bonds  and  eight  restrictive  covenants. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank  Donna  Jacobs  for  her 
continued  contributions  to  the  Planning  Department.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  other  departments  and  town  employees  for  their 
assistance  and  cooperation.  Again,  I  would  like  to  call  attention 
to  the  enormous  contributions  given  by  Acton  residents  who 
serve  as  volunteers  on  the  boards  and  committees  we  staff.  It  was 
a  pleasure  working  with  all  of  you  and  we  look  forward  to  future 
cooperation  with  you. 

Roland  Bartl 
Town  Planner 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


William  Hayes 
Bernard  Harrison 
Ronald  Johnson 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Robert  Cowan 


Members  of  the  Acton  Police  Department 

CfflEF  OF  POLICE 

George  W.  Robinson 


LIEUTENANTS 

John  T.  McNiff 
Frank  J.  Widmayer 

SERGEANTS 

Robert  Rhodes 
Robert  Parisi 
Thomas  Rogers 
Bruce  Nadeau 
James  Cogan 

PATROLMEN 

Christopher  Browne 
James  Cooney 
Christopher  Prehl 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Raymond  Grey 
Donald  Palma 


James  Goodemote 
Todd  Fenniman 
Scott  Howe 
Frederick  Rentschler 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Michael  Cogan 


June  Carney 


MATRONS 

Linda  Koch 

SECRETARY 

June  Carney 

DISPATCHERS 


Christine  Joyce 


Faith  Allen 
William  Gallagher 
AUura  Taylor 


Kevin  Antonelli 
Anne  Milligan 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 


Officer  In  Charge  of  Patrols 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Special  Services 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Detective 
Division 

Department  Prosecutor 
Detective 

Detective,  Special  Services 
Youth  Officer 

Safety/Crime  Prevention  Officer 
Firearm  Training  Officer 


Lt.  John  McNiff 
Lt.  Frank  Widmayer 

Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
Det.  Bernard  Harrison 
Det.  Chris  Browne 
Det.  Raymond  Grey 
Det.  Todd  Fenniman 
Ptl.  Robert  Cowan 
Lt.  John  McNiff 
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STATISTICS 


1992 

1993 

Accident-No  Injury 

694 

752 

Accident  Witli  Injuries 

106 

107 

Alarm  Received 

1024 

1088 

Animal  Complaint 

578 

770 

Arrests 

232 

245 

Arson 

8 

2 

Assault 

45 

42 

Break  &  Entry 

93 

76 

Bylaw  Violation 

1 

2 

Child  Abuse  Complaint 

12 

9 

Civil  Complaint 

27 

34 

C.O.R.I.  Record  Check 

71 

32 

Disturbance 

460 

494 

Domestic  Disturbance 

96 

99 

Drug  Violation 

17 

19 

Fire  Call 

386 

374 

Forgery 

10 

4 

General  Service 

2129 

1551 

Gun  Violation 

5 

13 

Health  Hazard 

25 

34 

Kidnapping  Attempt 

3 

4 

Larceny 

401 

345 

Larceny  of  Motor  Vehicle 

42 

40 

Lockout 

61 

72 

Malicious  Destruction 

379 

262 

Medical  Emergency 

440 

416 

Missing  Person 

39 

71 

Motor  Vehicle  Complaint 

957 

823 

Mutual- Aid  Call 

41 

39 

Police  Information 

908 

974 

Protective  Custody 

61 

88 

Rape 

4 

2 

Warrant  Recalled 

102 

85 

Vehicle  Repossession 

19 

13 

Robbery /Armed  or  Unarmed 

4 

4 

Security  Check 

2001 

1546 

Sexual  Assault 

10 

9 

Sudden  Death 

6 

2 

Suicide  Attempt 

9 

33 

Suspicious  Activity 

1038 

1082 

Annovinff  Telenhone  Calls 

185 

155 

Threatening 

91 

62 

Traffic  Citations 

2984 

3243 

Traffic  Hazard 

414 

552 

Trespassing  Complaint 

26 

36 

Total  Count  = 

16,244 

15,705 

TRAINING 

Training  provided  to  the  members  of  the  Acton  Police 
Department  in  1993  includes: 

All  members  received: 


A  minimum  of  85  hours  training  via  the  Law  Enforcement 


Television  Network  conducted  while  the  officers  were  on  an  on- 
duty  status;  cold  weather/night  fuing  fu-earms  training;  annual 
firearms  qualification  and  recertification;  motor  vehicle  law 
update;  radar  operator  and  recertification;  LEAPS/NCIC  opera- 
tor certification;  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  recertification; 
specialized  certified  training  on  motor  vehicle  occupant  protec- 
tion; use  of  force. 

Specialized  training  is  provided  to  officers  as  necessitated 
by  their  particular  assignment.  This  traiiung  included: 

Advanced  fingerprint  school  at  Polaroid;  Attorney  General 
Scott  Harshbarger's  seminar  on  domestic  violence;  Identi-Kit 
school  by  the  Identi-Kit  Company;  DC  (Capstun)  instructors 
certification  by  the  Mace  Security  International,  Infrared  Breath 
Test  Instructors  school,  field  sobriety  testing,  and  bomb  threat 
investigation  and  procedures  by  the  Massachusetts  Criminal 
Justice  Training  Council;  bias  crime  investigation  by  the  US 
Department  of  Justice;  D.A.R.E.  training  for  middle  schools, 
supervisors  in-service  school  at  the  Northeast  Regional  Police 
Academy;  Symposium  on  juvenile  police  issues;  one  officer 
graduated  from  the  Basic  Police  Academy  in  Burlington. 

Dispatchers  attend  a  Liability  Seminar  and  were  certified 
as  Emergency  Medical  Dispatchers  at  the  Dispatch  Institute  and 
were  also  certified  as  operators  of  the  LEAPS/NCIC  computer 
system. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

The  youth/juvenile  unit  of  the  police  department  investi- 
gates all  crimes  where  the  victim(s)  and  /or  perpetrator(s)  are 
under  the  age  of  18.  In  addition  to  these  investigative  duties,  the 
two  detectives  in  the  unit  taught  the  D.A.R.E.  program  to  all 
Acton  elementary  schools  (grades  4-6),  gave  instruction  to  chil- 
dren and  community  groups  concerning  stranger  danger  and 
bicycle  safety,  Halloween  safety  talks  to  elementary  schools  and 
conmiunity  day-care  centers,  met  weekly  with  Acton  School 
administration  personnel  to  share  information,  conducted  tours 
and  safety  talks  at  the  police  station  for  boy/girl  scout  groups,  and 
administered  the  internship  programs  through  local  schools. 
They  also  participated  as  advisors  to  the  High  School  S  ADD  and 
Peer  Leadership  groups,  conducted  the  annual  baby-sitting  semi- 
nar, assisted  with  project  graduation,  and  coordinated  and  pre- 
pared juvenile  cases  for  court  prosecution.  Both  detectives  at- 
tended schools  concerning  Child  Abuse  Investigations  and 
Bomb  Threats/Procedures  for  schools.  Det.  Fenniman  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Superintendent's  Drug/Alcohol  Advisory  Task 
Force,  the  Middlesex  Violence  Prevention  Task  Force,  the  Acton 
Human  Rights  Council,  and  the  United  Way  sponsored  Task 
Force  on  Domestic  Violence. 

SUMMARY 

The  Department  continues  to  maintain  accreditation  sta- 
tus. This  process  has  been  valuable  in  that  extensive  written 
policy  has  been  developed  in  952  areas  of  management  and 
operations. 


Two  cruisers  have  had  mobile  data  terminals  installed. 
This  allows  the  officer  to  access  both  state  and  national  comput- 
ers directly  from  the  police  vehicle.  Two  more  are  planned  for 
1994. 

The  Traffic  Unit  has  been  short  one  officer  for  most  of  the 
year  due  to  attrition  and  injuries,  a  replacement  officer  will  be 
hired  in  1994. 

The  Acton  Rotary  Club  continues  to  support  our  Drug 
Abuse  Resistance  Education  program.  Without  their  involve- 
ment this  program  would  be  impossible  to  provide. 

Several  incidents  during  the  year  pointed  out  the  need  for 
a  liaison  officer  for  the  Department  and  the  Human  Rights 
Council.  Detective  Fenniman  was  appointed  and  has  attended 
training  programs  as  well  as  most  Council  Meetings.  This  has 
been  helpful  in  creating  a  better  understanding  by  the  officers  of 
these  problems. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  various  Town  boards,  committees 
and  departments  as  well  as  the  police  union  for  support  through- 
out the  year. 

George  W.  Robinson 
Chief  of  Police 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

This  committee  meets  quarterly  with  Concord's  prison 
advisory  committee.  The  superintendent  of  the  Middlesex  Cor- 
rectional Institution  (MCI)  Concord,  and  the  facility  administra- 
tor of  the  Northeastern  Correctional  Center  (NCC).  Committee 
Members  meet  to  keep  open  the  lines  of  communication  between 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Corrections  and  the  towns. 
Information  is  exchanged  and  concerns  discussed. 

Our  December  meeting  was  the  first  in  many  months  as  the 
staff  of  NCC  had  been  working  very  hard  to  update  and  improve 
all  aspects  of  prison  life  and  its  facihties  for  a  national  accredita- 
tion process.  The  commitment  paid  of  in  November  as  NCC 
received  a  98.6  rating  and  now  is  one  of  the  few  accredited 
prisons  in  Massachusetts.  We  congratulate  prison  personnel  on 
this  outstanding  achievement  and  want  all  citizens  to  know  about 
it. 

George  Pederson  joined  the  committee  in  December  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Ham  Gordinier.  We  encourage  another 
interested  resident  to  join  us.  Notices  of  meetings  are  posted  at 
Town  Hall  and  everyone  is  welcome  to  attend. 

Jean  Schoch,  Chair 
George  Pederson,  Member 


PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  COMMITTEE 

During  1993  the  Conmiittee  arranged  for  the  town  celebra- 
tions of  Patriot's  Day,  Memorial  Day,  Independence  Day,  and 
Flag  Burning  Day.  The  Acton  Minutemen  participated  in  all 
celebrations,  leading  the  march  of  several  hundred  citizens  to 
Concord  on  Patriot's  Day. 

The  annual  Isaac  Davis  Scout  Camporee  of  1 ,500  scouts 
was  canceled  due  to  wet  grounds  on  Wetherbee  Street. 

We  enjoyed  beautiful  weather  on  Memorial  Day.  The  long 
parade  from  the  high  school  to  Woodlawn  Cemetery  welcomed 
John  Loring  as  our  honored  marshal. 

The  Independence  Day  band  concert  was  possible  by  the 
Lions  Club  and  many  volunteers  who  raised  the  funds. 

Flag  retirement  on  November  11,  according  to  Federal 
Law  is  the  time  to  retire  worn  flags  by  burning.  This  was  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Chief,  assisted  by  many  scouts  and 
citizens. 

Monuments  at  the  several  town  squares  were  decorated  at 
Christmas  with  red,  white  and  blue  bows  on  the  wreaths. 

These  celebrations  are  made  possible  by  many  volunteers 
and  town  financial  support.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  continue  these 
important  patriotic  observances. 

We  welcome  additional  citizen  participation  on  the  com- 
mittee so  we  can  continue  to  observe  these  events. 

Richmond  Miller,  Chair 
Kenneth  Gould 
Robert  Ingraham 
Kenneth  Klemmer 
Robert  Werner,  ex  officio, 
Acton  Minuteman 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service's  goal  is  to 
provide  for  the  public  health  care  needs  of  all  members  of  the 
community  and  for  the  specific  health  care  needs  for  home  bound 
residents.  These  services  are  delivered  by  professional  personnel 
attuned  to  the  needs  of  the  community. 

In  order  to  maximize  the  public  health  programs,  the 
Nursing  Service  hired  a  Community  Health  Nurse,  Kathy 
Mesereau,  RN.  The  Community  Health  Nurse  will  conduct  all 
conununity  health  programs  including  flu  clinics,  blood  pres- 
sure, lead  and  cholesterol  screenings.  Blood  pressure  clinics  for 
elders  are  sponsored  monthly  at  the  Windsor  Green  Housing 
Complex  and  at  the  Senior  Citizen  Center  on  High  Street.  Well 
child  chnics  are  offered  to  any  in-need  families  on  a  quarterly 
basis.  All  group  day  care  facilities  are  licensed  and  inspected  by 
the  Community  Health  Nurse. 

As  a  Medicare  certified  home  health  agency,  the  Nursing 
Service  receives  referrals  and  provides  care  to  home  bound 
patients.  With  certification  requirements  and  knowing  the  needs 
of  its  patients,  the  Nursing  service  strives  to  maintain  high 
standards  of  quality  care.  The  staff  includes  registered  nurses, 
home  health  aides,  physical,  speech  and  occupational  therapists 
and  a  medical  social  worker.  Hospitalized  residents  can  request 
that  they  be  referred  to  the  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
after  their  discharge. 

In  1993  the  Nursing  Service  was  able  to  strengthen  its 
relationship  with  the  Council  on  Aging.  Further  collaboration 
with  the  Council  for  health  related  programs  in  the  future  will  be 
increased  as  they  become  established  in  the  new  Senior  Citizen 
Center.  The  Nursing  Service  thanks  Carol  Lake  for  her  continued 
cooperation. 

As  part  of  town  government  and  interacting  with  other 
departments  and  agencies  closely,  the  Nursing  Service  provides 
a  level  of  commitment  and  integration  in  the  community  that  is 
unique  among  visiting  nurse  agencies.  This  allows  the  Nursing 
Service  to  identify  the  needs  of  the  community  quickly  and  to 
provide  service  effectively. 

The  following  statistical  information  encompasses  both 
home  visiting  and  health  promotion  activities  of  the  agency: 


Home  Visits 

Nursing  3085 

Home  Health  Aide  4044 

Physical  Therapy  851 

Occupational  Therapy  335 

Social  Work  128 

Total  8458 

Health  Promotion 

Occupational  Health  129 

Cholesterol  Screening  30 

Lead  Screenings  274 

Flu  Immunizations  917 

TB  Tests  68 

Blood  Pressures  475 

Other  50 

Total  1943 


The  Professional  Advisory  Committee  has  been  most 
helpful  in  advising  the  Nursing  Administrator.  Many  thanks  are 
given  to  Kathleen  Harrigan,  RN,  Dr.  Richard  Porter,  Jane  Gruber, 
PT,  and  Sylvia  Brown,  LICSW,  who  cheerfully  participated  in 
the  quarterly  chart  reviews. 

The  Friends  of  the  Acton  Nursing  Service  (FANS)  contin- 
ues to  be  a  tremendous  support  for  the  agency.  FANS  has 
significantly  contributed  to  the  visibility  of  the  Nursing  Service 
through  activities  such  as  the  spring  Health  Fair  and  the  Annual 
Dinner.  FANS  sponsored  the  Festival  of  Trees  in  December  to 
celebrate  and  foster  cooperation  among  the  many  health  related 
services  in  the  Acton  area.  In  addition  to  their  supporting  role, 
FANS  has  provided  financial  support  for  Nursing  Service  pro- 
grams as  well  as  for  Acton  residents  without  health  insurance. 

Many  thanks  go  to  the  nursing  staff  for  the  care  they  give 
and  the  way  they  give  it.  The  town  is  fortunate  to  have  such  a 
skilled  and  committed  staff  Many  town  departments  contribute 
to  the  day  to  day  functioning  of  the  Nursing  Service.  Special 
thanks  to  the  Fire  Department  dispatchers  who  transmit  mes- 
sages for  the  Service.  In  addition,  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  physicians  and  all  other  agencies  in  the  community  who  have 
assisted  the  Nursing  Service  in  the  past  year. 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  RN,  MS 
Administrator  APHNS 
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RECYCLING  TASK  FORCE 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Recycling  Task  Force  was  established  in  August  1 99 1 
as  an  advisory  conunittee  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  was 
sunsetted  in  June  1993  after  the  completion  of  its  charge.  This 
report  constitutes  the  final  report  on  its  activities  and  the  Recy- 
cling Master  Plan  that  was  presented  to  and  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

COMMITTEE  ORGANIZATION 

The  Recycling  Task  Force  commenced  in  September  199 1 
with  9  full  members.  The  original  members  were:  Nancy 
Tavemier  (Chair),  Maya  Spies  (Vice  Chair/Clerk),  John  Murray, 
Dick  Howe,  Joe  Peters,  Peggy  Mikkola,  E.V.  Tear,  Rosemary 
Lundberg,  and  Kent  Werst.  In  November  1991,  three  members 
became  ex-officio  (John  Murray,  Dick  Howe,  and  Joe  Peters) 
when  a  one  year  contract  was  signed  with  a  vendor  who  took  over 
the  operation  of  the  Recycling  Center.  This  refocused  the  work 
of  the  Task  Force  to  public  education  and  long-range  planning. 
Resignations  of  Kent  Werst,  due  to  relocation,  and  E.V...  Tear, 
for  personal  reasons,  trimmed  the  Task  Force  to  a  core  of  four 
members  who  have  each  contributed  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
energy  to  completing  the  charge  given  to  them  by  the  Selectmen. 
The  fourth  member,  Maya  Spies,  moved  out  of  Acton  in  January 
1993.  Maya  was  a  major  contributor  to  the  work  of  the  Task 
Force. 

COMMITTEE  ACTIVITIES 

The  Recycling  Task  Force  met  monthly  dealing  with  the 
following  major  topics  of  interest:  1)  The  NESWC  contract  and 
guaranteed  annual  tonnage  issues  as  they  relate  to  recycUng,  2) 
The  budget  and  local  funding  of  solid  waste  disposal,  3)  Review 
and  evaluation  of  the  recycling  program  in  Acton,  4)  Suggestions 
for  expansion  of  program,  5)  Creating  a  public  education  pro- 
gram, 6)  State  regulations  relating  to  recycling  and  solid  waste 
disposal  7)  Survey  of  programs  in  nearby  towns,  8)  Publication 
of  a  brochure  mailed  to  every  household,  9)  SoUcitation  of 
private  funds  for  brochure  costs,  10)  Writing  of  a  monthly 
newspaper  column,  11)  Writing  of  a  grant  to  State  DEP  for 
recycling  equipment  (successful),  and  12)  Development  of  a 
Master  Plan. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  CURRENT 
RECYCLING  PROGRAM 

The  Town  of  Acton  has  signed  a  long  term  contract  with 
BFI  who  will  provide  containers  for  recyclable  and  transport 
them  to  a  Materials  Recovery  Facility  (MRF)  in  Hookset,  NH 
owned  by  BFI.  BFI  provides  two  separate  containers  for  co- 
mingled  materials  at  the  Recycling  Center  and  each  has  compac- 
tor equipment  inside  to  reduce  the  volume  of  material,  allowing 
for  savings  in  transportation  costs.  The  service  is  provided  on  a 
barter  arrangement,  with  BFI  permitted  to  dispose  of  solid  waste 
trash  at  the  transfer  station  in  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  value 
of  the  recycling  service.  BFI  picks  up  the  containers  once  a  week 
and  is  required  to  replace  them  the  same  day. 


WHAT  IS  RECYCLED 

The  following  items  are  recycled  at  the  Acton  Transfer 


Station: 

I. 

Newspapers  and  magazines. 

2. 

Corrugated  cardboard. 

3. 

Plastics  #1  and  #2. 

4. 

Steel,  tin,  and  aluminum  cans. 

5 

All  colors  elass  containers 

6. 

Scrap  metal  and  white  goods. 

7. 

Auto  batteries. 

8. 

Seasonal  yard  waste. 

9. 

Ashes. 

10. 

Waste  oil. 

STATE  REGULATIONS  FOR  RECYCLABLES 

On  July  1, 1990,  Solid  Waste  Management  Facility  Regu- 
lations went  into  effect,  banning  specific  recyclable  items  from 
landfills  and  incinerators  in  Massachusetts.  Banned  items  and 
deadlines  are: 

1990  Automotive  batteries 

1991  Yard  waste,  white  goods 

1993  Metal  cans  and  all  glass  containers 

1994  Single  polymer  plastics 
1994         Recyclable  paper 

The  Town  of  Acton  is  currently  meeting  all  of  these 
regulations.  The  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  has 
recently  approved  Acton's  recycling  program  which  means  that, 
during  1993,  incinerator  operators  are  not  required  to  inspect  our 
refiise  for  glass  and  metal  containers.  The  refuse  deliveries  from 
Acton  may  still  be  subject  to  random  inspections  for  the  presence 
of  yard  waste,  automotive  batteries,  and  white  goods. 

To  meet  the  criteria  established  by  the  DEP  for  an  approved 
recycling  program,  the  Town  had  to  demonstrate  1)  that  its 
residents  had  access  to  recycling  facilities  which  accepted  lead 
batteries,  yard  waste,  glass,  and  metal  containers,  2)  that  there 
was  an  every-household  mailing  to  educate  the  residents  about 
recycling,  and  3)  that  pubUc  education  was,  at  a  minimum, 
conducted  through  the  newspaper  on  a  quarterly  basis.  The 
Recycling  Task  Force  was  instrumental  in  insuring  the  town 
could  meet  these  criteria  for  approval. 

RECYCLING  MASTER  PLAN 

Adopted  by  the  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen,  June  1993. 

GOALS 

The  Town  of  Acton  should  commit  to  the  maximum 
achievable  rate  of  recycling  in  accord  with  local  funding  limita- 
tions, the  NESWC  guaranteed  annual  tonnage  requirements,  and 
current  state  regulations  regarding  recycling  materials. 
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The  Town  of  Acton  should  recycle  and  compost  all  appro- 
priate components  of  the  waste  stream  and  provide  a  facility  or 
collection  site  which  is  designed  to  accept  recyclables  from 
residents,  for  consoUdation  and  transportation  to  processors. 

The  Town  of  Acton  should  encourage  the  development  and 
reinforcement  of  recychng  habits  in  the  community  through 
education. 

The  Town  of  Acton  should  recognize  the  following  ben- 
efits of  recycUng  to  society 

.  Conservation  of  raw  materials 

•  Extending  the  useful  life  of  disposal  facilities 

•  Economic  and  environmental  benefits  related  to  lower 
energy  consumption  required  to  manufacture  recycled 
products 

•  Mitigation  of  health  and  environmental  disadvantages 
related  to  solid  waste  disposal  facilities 

For  these  and  other  benefits  to  be  realized,  the  economics  of 
recycling  municipal  solid  waste  indicates  that  state  support  of 
increased  municipal  costs  is  desirable  until  recycling  becomes 
self-sustaining  from  a  budgetary  point  of  view. 

IMPLEMENTATION  OF  GOALS 

PROPOSED  PROGRAM:  The  proposed  recycling  pro- 
gram for  the  Town  of  Acton  should  include,  at  a  minimum,  the 
recyclable  materials  collected  as  of  June  30, 1 993  as  listed  above. 
Future  expansion  of  the  program  should  be  controlled  by  state 
regulations,  available  funds,  market  development,  vendor  coop- 
eration, and  the  limitations  of  the  NESWC  contract. 


ACTION  TIMELINE:  The  action  timeline  for  this  plan 
has  been  estabUshed  through  the  current  operation  of  the  program 
now  in  place.  The  Town  should  continue  to  commit  to  a  long  terra 
contract  with  a  recycling  vendor,  if  the  evaluation  of  the  service 
demonstrates  good  quaUty  and  value. 

FINANCIAL  PLAN:  The  recycUng  program  should  be  a 
high  priority  service  provided  by  the  town.  The  program  should 
be  financed  through  local  taxation,  user  fees,  state  funding, 
bartering  or  any  combination  of  these  methods.  Financial  analy- 
sis of  recycUng  should  include  cost  effectiveness  of  the  delivery 
of  service,  state  mandates,  NESWC  contract  restrictions,  and 
local  funding  constraints. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION:  The  public  education  program 
should  conform  to  state  requirements  and  local  volunteer  efforts. 
The  short  term  requirements  have  been  met  by  the  Task  Force. 
The  goal  for  long  term  public  education  requirements  should  be 
at  a  minimum:  quarterly  public  information  in  local  media;  and 
annual  notification  to  residents  thorough  legal  notices.  Town 
reports,  or  other  appropriate  means.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
should  designate  an  individual,  or  a  group  of  individuals,  to  meet 
the  recycling  education  goals  Usted  above. 

Nancy  E.  Tavemier,  Chair 
Rosemary  Lundberg 
Peg  Mikkola 
John  Murray,  ex-officio 
Dick  Howe,  ex-officio 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


The  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  annually  checks  the 
accuracy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used  by  retail 
and  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their  trade.  This 
includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard  goods  and  measur- 
ing devices  as  well  as  investigating  complaints  in  the  sale  of 
cordwood. 

Number  of  devices 

Gas  Pumps  179 
Scales  1 12 


Apothecary  54 

Adjusted:  3 

Adjusted:  9 

Number  condemned  0 

Revenues  Collected  $5344. 


Mark  J.  Fitzpatrick 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 


Acton  has  been  a  municipality  for  258  years,  and  for  most 
of  those  the  Town  Report  has  served  as  the  legal  and  financial 
statement  of  the  town.  It  has  also  become  a  record  of  the 
development  of  the  town  governance  and  administration  by  a 
group  of  extremely  dedicated  volunteers  and  elected  and 
unelected  officials.  Our  committee  has  been  proud  to  be  a  part  of 
that  tradition  for  the  past  four  years,  and  is  pleased  to  submit  this, 
our  final  report,  at  the  ending  of  all  our  terms. 

The  advent  of  computerized  pubhshing  in  the  past  few 
years  has  helped  to  decrease  the  costs  of  producing  this  Annual 
Report  to  around  $3000  for  2000  copies.  The  Report  is  required 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  In  order  to  keep  these 
costs  down,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  administration 
required  to  get  the  report  ready  to  be  distributed  at  the  annual 
Town  elections. 

Our  conunittee  has  had  a  fortuitous  blend  of  talents  and 
capabilities.  Sandra  Masson,  who  has  served  as  chair  for  all  four 
years,  initiated  a  system  to  enhance  the  timely  submission  of 
reports.  Georgiaim  Taylor  made  many  trips  to  Town  Hall  to 


retrieve  reports  and  tie  up  loose  ends,  and  hosted  most  of  our 
meetings.  Mildred  Jarvis,  with  her  husband  Ted,  took  hundreds 
of  photographs  and  contributed  to  the  beauty  and  interest  of  three 
of  the  four  reports  we  produced.  Susan  Fingerman  wrote  two  of 
our  annual  reports  and  served  as  liaison  to  the  Acton  Memorial 
Library  in  1 992  when  the  report  celebrated  the  1 00th  anniversary 
of  that  institution.  Proofreading  was  done  by  all,  and  aimual  trips 
to  the  Athol  Press  were  made  by  Mildred,  Georgiann  and  Sandra. 

We  feel  particularly  fortunate  to  have  worked  with  a 
reliable  and  cooperative  printer,  and  to  have  been  supported  in 
numerous  ways  by  Christine  Joyce  at  Town  Hall.  We  extend  our 
best  wishes  to  those  who  will  follow  us  in  the  proud  tradition  of 
producing  this  legal,  financial  and  social  history  of  the  Town  of 
Acton. 

Sandra  Masson,  Chair 
Susan  Fingerman 
Mildred  Jarvis 
Georgiann  Taylor 


VETERANS'  GRAVES 


The  following  are  the  name,  branch  of  service,  date  of 
death,  and  location  of  interment  of  the  twelve  known  United 
States  Veterans  interred  in  Acton  Cemeteries  in  1993 


William  R.  Rawson 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

January  18,  1993 

Woodlawn 

Charles  W.  Chagnon 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

January  27,  1993 

Woodlawn 

John  J.  Sulhvan 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

April  14,  1993 

Woodlawn 

Robert  A.  Forester 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

May  8,  1993 

Woodlawn 

Lloyd  C.  Sanford 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

May  18,  1993 

Mt.  Hope 

John  G.  Snyder 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

June  10,  1993 

Mt.  Hope 

John  H.  Loring 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

July  11,  1993 

Woodlawn 

Melbourne  Lewis  Illsley 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

August  22,  1993 

Woodlawn 

Charles  Courtright 

WWU 

U.S.  Army 

August  22,  1993 

Woodlawn 

John  Albert  Sandock 


William  Edmund  McDonald 


William  H.  Edwards  Jr. 


WWII 
October  15,  1993 

Korea 
October  25,  1993 

WWII 
October  30,  1993 


U.S.  Navy 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Army 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Army 
Woodlawn 


In  preparation  for  Memorial  Day,  veteran  flag  standards 
and  American  flags  are  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  known  U.S. 
Veterans.  If  this  information  was  omitted  on  the  burial  permit  or 
cremation  certificate,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  that  your  loved 
one  was  a  veteran  unless  we  receive  a  Government  grave  marker. 
The  United  States  Government  will  provide  a  bronze  or  granite 
veteran's  grave  marker  at  no  cost  to  the  family,  provided  that  the 
next-of-kin  fills  out  an  apphcation,  available  from  all  funeral 
directors  or  from  the  Veteran's  Agent,  and  forwards  it  to  the 
proper  authority. 

If  you  know  of  a  veteran  whose  grave  has  not  been 
recognized  with  a  flag  and  flag  standard,  please  call  the  cemetery 
office  at  264-9644  with  the  applicable  information 


Cemetery  Department 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 


The  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  (VCC)  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  screens  candidates  for 
appointments  to  the  various  volunteer  boards  and  commissions 
of  Town  government.  We  try  to  match  candidate's  interest, 
training,  and  experience  with  openings  and  then  make  recom- 
mendations to  appointing  authorities,  i.e.,  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Town  Manager,  and  Town  Moderator,  who  make  the  appoint- 
ments. 


We  are  most  fortunate  to  have  many  qualified  candidates 
who  volunteer  to  serve  the  Town  in  carrying  out  the  many 
functions  of  local  government.  During  1993,  the  VCC  inter- 
viewed thirty-six  candidates  and  made  thirty-four  recommenda- 
tions for  appointments  and  twenty-three  recommendations  for 
reappointments.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  had  requested  last  year 
that  the  Cable  TV  Advisory  Committee  be  reinstituted  and  we 
were  able  to  staff  it  in  March. 
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With  the  help  of  our  own  Betsy  Comstock,  we  have  been 
able  to  develop  a  computer  data  base  so  that  we  can  more 
effectively  track  our  applications. 

We  want  to  thank  Jack  Powers  for  his  contributions  as  a 
member  of  the  VCC. 


If  you  are  interested  in  serving  on  any  Board  or  Conunis- 
sion  of  the  Town,  please  fill  out  a  Volunteer  Application.  They 
are  available  at  Town  Hall,  the  libraries  and  in  this  Town  Report. 

Walter  George,  Chair 
Charles  Husbands,  Secretary 
Elizabeth  Comstock 
Charles  Kadlec 
Jean  lane 
Nancy  Witcomb 


WEST  ACTON  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 


The  Citizen's  Library  is  now  1 10  years  young,  and  grow- 
ing in  popularity  and  patronage! 

In  January,  Troop  32  member  Daniel  Megan  received  his 
Eagle  Scout  Award.  Librarian  Suzi  Pomeroy  and  Trustee 
Madeleine  Kaduboski  formally  thanked  Daniel  for  devoting 
numerous  hours  to  repainting  the  main  reading  room,  shelves 
and  windows,  as  well  as  supervising  exacting  reshelving,  as  his 
Eagle  project.  He  also  donated  a  garden  bench  for  patrons  to 
enjoy. 

This  spring,  the  Library  welcomed  Ellen  Vanderpoel  as  its 
official  high  school  intern.  Ellen  had  begun  working  at  the 
library  during  the  summer  of  1992.  She  then  applied  for  the 
Junior  Year  High  School  program.  Following  her  six  week 
internship,  she  has  remained  on  the  volunteer  staff,  coming 
faithfully  each  week  to  work  at  the  main  desk  and  on  special 
projects.  In  april  1993,  Town  Meeting  voted  the  budget  money 
needed  to  keep  the  Citizen's  Library  open  and  in  operation  via 
citizens'  petition.  Over  300  persons  signed  petitions  in  support 
of  the  library.  Enthusiastic  speakers  explained  the  significance 
of  the  Citizen's  library  to  our  town  and  in  their  lives. 

In  May,  the  Auxiliary  sponsored  its  annual  fair,  which 
raises  money  for  library  needs,  including  some  carpeting,  books, 
supplies,  substitutes'  funding,  and  the  fifth  annual  Summer 
Children's  Program. 

In  April  1993,  Town  Meeting  voted  the  budget  money 
needed  to  keep  the  Citizen's  Library  open  and  in  operation  via 
citizens'  petition.  Over  300  persons  signed  petitions  in  support 
of  the  library.  Enthusiastic  speakers  explained  the  significance 
of  the  Citizen's* Library  to  our  town  and  in  their  lives. 

Now  called  "Tot  Time",  this  program,  conducted  by 
Annette  Lochrie,  has  evolved  into  a  year  round  weekly  educa- 
tional experience  for  pre-schoolers.  An  extra  section  has  had  to 
be  added.  There  are  now  two  sections  for  2-3  year  olds,  and  one 
class  for  4  year  olds .  "Tot  Time  features  story  telling,  games,  and 
celebrating  themes  of  each  season,  in  addition  to  reading  stories. 


The  Citizen's  Library  notes,  with  sorrow,  the  passing  of 
former  State  Representative  John  Loring,  who  appeared  as  one 
of  the  Centennial  Speakers. 

The  Citizen's  Library  remains  committed  to  preserving 
this  wonderfully  vibrant  repository  of  classic  and  contemporary 
hteratiu-e.  This  year  saw  the  continuation  of  the  library's  out- 
reach programs  to  shut-ins,  to  Suburban  Manor,  and  to  recent 
immigrants  needing  special  language  materials.  The  hbrary 
consistently  utilizes  regional  outlets  to  obtain  loans  of  desirable 
titles,  now  that  the  bookmobile  service  no  longer  exists. 

The  Library  appreciates  all  generous  donations  of  books, 
magazines  and  tapes.  Special  tribute  must  be  given  to  library 
volimteers,  who  staff  lunch  hours  and  work  on  various  assign- 
ments. 

The  entire  staff  and  Board  of  Trustees  particularly  wish  to 
express  gratitude  to  the  loyal  patrons  who  continue  to  make  the 
Citizen's  Library  a  rare  and  special  place  for  learning  and 
enrichment. 

The  following  statistics  cover  the  period  June  1992  -  June 

1993: 


Total  Collection:  10289 

Circulation  20313 

Number  books  purchased:  272 

Circulation  to  out  of  town  patrons:  1556 

Number  of  books  donated:  252 

Books  delivered:  634 


The  Citizen's  Library  phone  number  is  264-9652.  The 
hours  of  operation  are  Monday  7:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m.  and  Tuesday 
-  Friday:  10:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  The  librarian  is  Suzi  Pomeroy. 

Frances  Bissell 

Edward  Clary 

Madeleine  Kaduboski 

Trustees 
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Sheila  Bieremann,  left,  Patricia  Probst,  center,  and  Roger  Holman  mulching  the  conifer  collection. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS  RECORDED  236 

Apr. 

14 

Ready,  Helen  E. 

93 

DEATHS  RECORDED  123 

Apr. 

14 

Sullivan,  John  J. 

66 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  99 

Apr. 

18 

Clark,  Madelynn 

68 

Apr. 

18 

Dix,  Byron  E. 

50 

DEATHS 

Apr. 

21 

Smith,  William  V. 

81 

Apr. 

22 

Pizziconi,  Mary  E. 

79 

Date 

Name 

Age 

Apr. 

25 

McMahon,  Mary  Josephine 

45 

Apr. 

29 

Stone,  Stewart 

88 

Jan. 

5 

Bellantoni,  Paul  J. 

30 

Jan. 

5 

Hanasik,  Mary  Catherine 

84 

May 

1 

DuBois,  Olive  S. 

96 

Jan. 

5 

Heustis,  Robert  C. 

69 

May 

2 

Kiely,  Genevieve  G. 

65 

Jan. 

8 

Dowd,  Esther  Lillian 

96 

May 

2 

Wolf,  Elaine  H. 

50 

Jan. 

8 

Wilson,  Marion  K. 

94 

May 

5 

Murphy,  Richard  G. 

60 

Jan. 

11 

Holmes,  Stella  Fields 

94 

May 

8 

Forester,  Robert  A. 

58 

Jan. 

13 

Anderson,  Maybelle  L. 

92 

May 

9 

Wilbor,  John  Sherman 

82 

Jan. 

14 

Morehouse,  Gertrude  M. 

61 

May 

10 

MuUin,  Leo  F. 

82 

Jan. 

20 

Niemi,  limy  Mary 

86 

May 

16 

GaUini,  Jean  Viola 

71 

Jan. 

29 

Ingram,  John  Robert 

29 

May 

18 

Sanford,  Lloyd  Clifford 

69 

May 

20 

Dixon,  Harold  Edward 

89 

Feb. 

4 

Batten,  Kristin  F. 

29 

May 

21 

Miller,  Carl  Randolph 

54 

Feb. 

4 

Crocker,  Kenneth 

72 

May 

28 

HoUingworth,  Blanche 

86 

Feb. 

4 

King,  Walter  R. 

84 

Feb. 

4 

Weatherup,  Edith 

86 

June 

4 

LeBlanc,  Mary  Ann 

87 

Feb. 

6 

MacPherson,  Patience 

71 

June 

8 

Hardy,  Paul  Herbert 

74 

Feb. 

13 

Hickey,  Wilma  A. 

87 

June 

10 

Snyder,  John  G. 

75 

Feb. 

16 

Alexander,  Randall  G. 

80 

June 

14 

Hyatt,  Mona  E. 

80 

Feb. 

16 

Favreau,  Cecile 

96 

June 

14 

Noftle,  Edith  L. 

79 

Feb. 

25 

Cook,  Maureen 

37 

June 

16 

Anderson,  John  Ayel  WiUiam 

83 

June 

17 

Meister,  Gertrude  Marie 

79 

Mar. 

2 

Walker,  Jean  Louise 

77 

June 

25 

Wilkins,  Thelma  P. 

78 

Mar. 

4 

Pavloudis,  Nikiforos  K. 

73 

June 

28 

Trebendis,  John  J. 

67 

Mar. 

7 

Conwill,  Arolyn  Frances 

66 

June 

30 

Zoller,  Helen  Harriet 

81 

Mar. 

9 

Thomas,  Josephine  Frances 

91 

Mar. 

10 

Larson,  William  H. 

75 

July 

5 

Charter,  Ruth  S. 

78 

Mar. 

17 

Kelly,  Percy  Arthur 

93 

July 

n 

1 

Price,  Beatrice  Marie 

91 

Mar. 

18 

Brooks,  Florence  S. 

85 

July 

10 

Deane,  Orpha  B. 

66 

Mar. 

18 

Hughes,  Elizabeth  D. 

84 

July 

11 

Loring,  John  Hayes 

67 

Mar. 

20 

Gagne,  Donat 

81 

July 

13 

Smith,  Lewis  Scott 

77 

Mar. 

22 

Manning,  Rita  Frances 

76 

July 

26 

Hallenbeck,  Dorr  Foster,  Jr. 

72 

Mar. 

22 

Spaulding,  Esther  A. 

79 

Mar. 

23 

Sawyer,  Henry  Bray,  Jr. 

80 

Aug. 

12 

Davis,  Irving  William 

78 

Mar. 

25 

Foster,  Elizabeth  K. 

79 

Aug. 

14 

Wagner,  William  Michael 

96 

Mar. 

25 

O'Dette,  June  Patricia 

56 

Aug. 

18 

Campbell,  Virginia  E. 

78 

Mar. 

26 

Snow,  William  John 

77 

Aug. 

18 

Lally,  Catherine  C. 

89 

Mar. 

30 

Nystrom,  Mabel  A. 

92 

Aug. 

18 

Thompson,  Melville  A.,  Jr. 

67 

Aug. 

22 

Courtright,  Charles  E. 

66 

Apr. 

2 

Armstrong,  Barbara  G. 

75 

Aug. 

29 

Starr,  Wilma 

74 

Apr. 

3 

Camara,  Joseph 

80 

Aug. 

31 

Wheeler,  Anna 

79 

Apr. 

3 

DeCamp,  John  Asa,  Jr. 

79 

44 

Apr. 

4 

Higgins,  Marion  Edith 

98 

Sept. 

3 

Brown,  Ellen  G. 

Apr. 

9 

Clahane,  Eulah  Natalie 

85 

Sept. 

8 

Garran,  Raymond  C. 

74 
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Sept. 

9 

Files  Theodora  J 

86 

Nov. 

2 

Pacy,  Irene  Margaret 

84 

Sent 

10 

\f/)cMahan  Rli/aheth  Evelvn 

87 

Nov. 

18 

Helfrich,  Auguste  Johama 

89 

Sept. 

11 

Gihhs  Jav  A 

73 

Nov. 

18 

Rees,  Anne  Elizabeth 

73 

Sent 

14 

Wpvant  Flizaheth  Anna 

73 

Nov. 

24 

Emerson,  Clara  Frances 

98 

Sept. 

15 

MacDonald,  Anna  Jean 

86 

Nov. 

24 

Reardon,  Marcia,  aka  Barbara 

53 

Sept. 

17 

McCarthy,  Roberta  M. 

76 

Nov. 

28 

Comins,  Frances  F. 

100 

Sept. 

19 

Alex  Marv  H 

83 

Sept. 

19 

McMahon,  Catherine  M. 

95 

Dec. 

3 

Li,  Sen  Zi 

72 

Sept. 

23 

Behlinp  Ema  Susanne 

83 

Dec. 

14 

Dudley,  Elizabeth 

82 

Sept. 

25 

Richardson  Tenette 

86 

Dec. 

14 

King,  Helen  B. 

67 

Sent 

27 

Parker  Harold  AVilliam 

79 

Dec. 

15 

Stemnle  Theodore  R 

72 

Dec. 

20 

Miller  Willie  Lee 

70 

Oct. 

3 

O'Conneli,  Vincent  Leo 

79 

Dec. 

20 

O'Brien,  Katherine  R. 

86 

Oct. 

7 

Dnhertv  Helen  Flizaheth 

68 

Dec. 

22 

Havnes  Marian  M 

90 

Oct. 

13 

Allen  Anna  Oertnide 

76 

Dec. 

26 

Stone  Lois  Reta 

•■^LVACV/)    A^\i/At7  CXWLU 

63 

Oct. 

15 

Sandock,  John  Albert 

66 

Dec. 

28 

Bemoth,  Martha  E. 

•  97 

Oct. 

18 

Mackev  Thomas  Alovsius 

89 

Dec. 

28 

Courtney,  Margaret 

87 

Oct. 

20 

Keeler  Paul  Burpess 

78 

Dec. 

28 

Hoffrnan  Annie  Irene 

92 

Oct. 

23 

McDonald  AVilliam  Edmund 

63 

Oct. 

31 

Travers,  Catherine  A. 

65 

RESULTS  OF  ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION  MARCH  30, 1993 


PCX  1  PCX  2  PCX  3 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast  637  1,257  1,193 
MODERAXOR 

Donald  MacKenzie  480  1010  941 

Blanks  157  242  251 

Write-ins  0  5  1 

SELECXMEN 

F.Dore  Hunter  403  855  777 

Nancy  E.  Tavemier  443  914  837 

Blanks  420  733  764 

Write-ins  8  12  8 

SCHOOL  COMMIXXEE  (2) 

Stephen  M.  Aronson  415  838  754 

Jean  Butler  435  859  806 

Blanks  423  807  820 

Write-ins  1  10  6 

XRUSXEE  OF  XHE  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


PCX  4 

853 


661 
183 
9 


541 
592 
554 
19 


532 
545 
608 
21 


PCX  5 
826 


636 
189 
1 


517 
572 
557 
6 


504 
555 
586 
7 


XOXALS 

4,766 


3,728 
1,022 
16 


3,093 
3,358 
3,028 
53 


3,043 
3,200 
3,244 
45 


Robert  V.  Ferrara 

Blanks 

Write-ins 


464 
173 
0 


948 
306 
3 


888 
304 
1 


608 
240 
5 


583 
243 
0 


3,491 
1,266 
9 
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ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


Thomas  M.  Dill 

451 

942 

863 

597 

570 

3,423 

Blanks 

186 

311 

329 

249 

255 

1,330 

Write-ins 

0 

4 

1 

7 

1 

13 

QUESTION  NO.  1 

Shall  the  Town  of  Acton  be  allowed  to  assess  an  additional  $1,550,000  in  real  estate  and  personal  property  taxes  for  the  purposes  of 
meeting  the  educational  expenses  of  the  Acton  PubUc  Schools  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  system  and  for  meeting  the 
operating  expenses  of  the  Police  Department,  Fire  Department,  West  Acton  Citizens  Library,  Memorial  Library,  Highway  Department, 
Finance  Department,  Municipal  Properties  Department,  Conservation  Department,  Building  Department,  Health  Department,  Engi- 
neering Department,  Cemetery  Department  and  Plarming  Department  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  first,  nineteen 
hundred  and  ninety-three? 


PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTALS 

Yes 
No 

Blanks 

319 
316 
2 

597 
655 
5 

630 
561 
2 

397 
455 
1 

376 
445 
5 

2,319 
2,432 
15 

WATER  DISTRICT 

T»  m 17 1>  A  TPi^D 

MOUliKA  1  fJK 

John  W.  Putnam 

Blanks 

wnie-ms> 

453 
182 
2 

944 
310 
3 

877 
316 
0 

611 

232 
10 

593 
232 
1 

3,478 
L272 

iO 

COMMISSIONER 

Stephen  C.  Stuntz 

Blanks 

Write-ins 

447 
189 
1 

920 
334 
3 

855 
337 
1 

590 
254 
9 

583 
242 
1 

1,356 
15 

CLERK 

Anita  E.  Page 

Blanks 

Write-ins 

456 
181 
0 

940 
313 
4 

879 
313 
1 

609 
237 
7 

581 
245 
0 

3,465 
1,289 
12 

RESULTS  OF  SPECIAL  TOWN  ELECTION  JUNE  8, 1993 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTALS 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast  844 

1,513 

1,448 

1,118 

1,003 

5,926 

QUESTION  NO.  1 

Shall  the  Town  of  Acton  be  allowed  to  assess  an  additional  $687,000  in  real  estate  and  personal  property  taxes  for  the  purposes  of  meeting 
the  educational  expenses  of  the  Acton  Public  Schools  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  system  and  for  meeting  the  operating 
expenses  of  the  Police  Department,  Fire  Department,  West  Acton  Citizens  Library,  Memorial  Library,  Highway  Department,  Finance 
Department,  Municipal  Properties  Department,  Conservation  Department,  Building  Department,  Health  Department,  Engineering 
Department,  Cemetery  Department  and  Planning  Department  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  first  nineteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three? 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTALS 

Yes 
No 

Blanks 

437 
405 
2 

689 
822 
2 

696 
748 
4 

491 
626 
1 

441 
561 
1 

2,754 
3,162 
10 
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ABSTRACT  OF  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  APRIL  12, 1993  WITH 
ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  HELD  APRIL  26, 1993  AND  APRIL  27, 1993 


On  April  12, 1993,  Moderator,  Donald  MacKenzie  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  7:30  P.M.  After  welcoming  the  attendees,  Mr.  MacKenzie  introduced 
Mrs.  Nancy  Tavemier,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Harrigan,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  who  introduced  the  people  on  the 
dias. 

After  giving  a  brief  review  of  town  meeting  rules  and  regulations,  the 
moderator  was  informed  that  the  Audio  system  in  the  cafeteria  (Common  C)  was 
not  clear.  Mr.  MacKenzie  checked  on  the  audio  system  and  then  he  reconunended 
that  we  adjourn  town  meeting. 

MOTION:  MRS.  T  A  VERNIER  moves  that  the  annual  town  meeting  be 
adjourned  until  April  26, 1993  at  the  field  house  where  new  arrangements  would 
be  made  for  the  town  meeting. 

Motion  was  carried  and  town  meeting  was  adjourned  at  8:05  P.M. 

There  were  1421  registered  voters  at  the  town  meeting  on  Monday,  April 
12,  1993. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  26, 1993 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  by  Moderator, 
Donald  MacKenzie. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  apologized  for  the  delay  of  town  meeting  and  advised  that 
this  town  meeting  was  being  held  in  the  field  house,  as  well  as  the  auditorium,  and 
that  he  had  appointed  Craig  Fingerman  as  his  Assistant  Moderator  in  the 
auditorium. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  reiterated  the  brief  review  of  town  meeting  rules  and 
practices. 

The  moderator  explained  the  he  would  read  the  consent  calendar  and  any 
articles  that  were  read  could  be  "held"  if  two  or  more  voters  called  for  them  to  be 
held  for  discussion  when  we  got  to  that  article. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  take  up  the  18 
articles  as  listed  in  the  consent  calendar  on  pages  44  and  45  of  the  warrant. 

Moderator  calls  the  individual  articles: 

CONSENT  CALENDAR: 

Article  3  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund:  Moves  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $33,600  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van 
service,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $33,600  be  transferred  from  the 
Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

Article  4  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appro- 
priate $467,444  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing 
services,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $467,444  be  transferred  from 
the  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

Article  5  Septage  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appro- 
priate $200,000  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise 
such  amount  $200,000  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Disposal 
Enterprise  Fund. 

Article  6  "HELD"  NESWC  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund:  Move  that  the 
Town  appropriate  $1,389,030  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste 
disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $  1 ,389,030  be  transferred  from 
the  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Fund. 

Article?  Merriam  School  Enterprise  Budget:  Move  that  the  Town 
appropriate  $  1 37. 1 72  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam 
School,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School 
be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.,  Chapter  44,  Section 
53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 


Article  13      Storm  Appropriation  -  Move  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

Article  18  Amend  Charter  -  Commission  on  Disabilities:  Move  that  the 
Charter  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

Article  19  Self  Funding  Programs:  Move  that  revolving  funds  for  the 
Historic  District  Commission,  Building  Department  and  the 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  be  established  for  FY  94  in  the 
amounts  and  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  sunwnary  of  this 
article. 

Article  24  Clarification  of  Zoning  Bylaw:  Move  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

Article  26  Release  of  Interest  in  Real  Estate  -  Willow  Street:  Move  in  the 
words  of  the  article. 

Article  27  Chapter  90  Highway  Reimbursement:  Move  that  the  Select- 
men are  authorized  to  accept  Highway  funds  from  all  sources. 

Article  28  "HELD"  Street  Acceptances:  Move  that  the  Town  accept  as 
public  ways  the  streets  listed  in  the  Article,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or 
described  in  the  Order  of  Layout. 

Article  29  "HELD"  Amendment  to  Non-Criminal  Bylaw:  Move  that  the 
Town  Bylaws  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

Article  30  Relocation  and  Layout  of  a  portion  of  Charter  Road:  Move  in 
the  words  of  the  article. 

Article  31  Piper  Road  Sidewalk  Easement:  Move  in  the  words  of  the 
article. 

Article  32  Charter  Road  Sidewalk  Easement:  Move  in  the  words  of  the 
article. 

Article  33      High  Street  Easement:  Move  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

Article  34      Acceptance  of  Gifts  of  Land:  Move  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

♦MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
except  for  articles  6, 28,  and  29  which  were  "held". 

ARTICLE  1  CHOOSE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Conmiittees  and  to  fix  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  follows: 
Moderator  $20.00  per  Town  Meeting  session  Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman 
$750.00  Clerk  $650.00  Member  $650.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA  VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  fix  the  compen- 
sation for  elected  officers  as  shown  in  the  warrant  on  Page  47. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  EDWARD  BENNETT  nominates  Malcolm  S.  MacGregor. 
Sr.  as  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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MOTION:  MALCOLM  S.  MACGREGOR,  SR.  nominates  WUUam 
Klauer  as  Trustee  of  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  FRANCES  S.  MORETTI  nominates  Shirley  Towle  as 
Trustee  of  Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  CORNELIA  HUBER  nominates  John  Powers  as  Trustee  of 
the  Elizabeth  White  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  FRANCES  BISSELL  nominates  Edward  F.  Clary  as 
Trustee  of  the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire  in 
1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE!         HEAR  AND  ACCEPT  REPORTS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  reports,  and  to  hear  and  act  upon  the  report 
of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Town  Meeting  that  has  not  already 
reported,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA  VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports 
of  the  various  Town  Officers  and  boards  as  set  forth  in  the  1 992  Town  Report  and 
that  the  Moderator  call  for  any  other  reports. 

There  were  no  other  reports. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

AR-nCLE  3*  COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  $33,6(X)  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the 
estimated  receipts  from  the  van  service  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $33,600.(X)  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  van  service,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $33,600.00  be  transferred  from 
the  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  4*       NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds  $467,444  or  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  set  aside  the  estimated  receipts 
&t>m  nursing  services  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
nursing  services,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $467,444.00  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  public  health  nursing  services,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $467,444.(X) 
be  transferred  from  the  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  5*     SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  estimated 
receipts  from  Septage  Disposal  Fees  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the  purpose 
of  septage  disposal,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $200,000.00  for  the  purpose  of 
septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $2(X),000.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD"  AND  WAS  NOT 
PASSED  AS  PART  OF  THE  CONSENT  MOTIONS. 

ARTICLE  6*        NESWC  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  the  sum  of  $1,389,030,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  solid  waste  disposal  fees  to  meet  a  portion  of  such  appropriation, 
for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  LAKE  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $1 ,389,030.00 
for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $1,389,030.00 
be  transferred  from  the  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  7*      MERRIAM  SCHOOL  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $  1 37, 172,  or  any  other  sum,  and  set  aside  the  estimated 
receipts  from  the  Merriam  School  rentals  to  meet  such  appropriation,  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  appropriate  $  1 37, 1 72.00  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  Merriam  School,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam 
School  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fiind  under  M.G.L.,  Chapter  44,  Section  S3E  to 
meet  this  appropriation. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  8     LOCAL  DEFERRAL  AMORTIZATION 
(Minority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  revise  the  four  year  amortization  schedule, 
voted  at  the  1992  Aiuiual  Town  Meeting,  to  repay  local  teachers  compensation 
deferred  for  FY  1992  and  1993,  as  permitted  by  Section  1  of  Chapter  336  of  the 
Acts  of  1991;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  adopt  a  fifteen  year 
amortization  schedule  beginning  in  FY  1997,  in  lieu  of  the  four  year  amortization 
schedule  previously  voted,  to  repay  local  teachers'  compensation  deferred  for  FY 
1992  and  1993,  as  permitted  by  Section  1  of  Chapter  336  of  the  Acts  of  1991. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  9         REPLACEMENT  OF  OIL  TANKS 
(2/3  vote  required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  or  borrow  $250,000  or  any  other  sum,  for  the  removal  and 
replacement  of  the  fuel  storage  tanks  located  at  the  DPW  Building  at  14  Forest 
Road,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  MULLIN  moves  that  $250,000.00  be  appropriated  for 
the  removal  and  replacement  of  the  fuel  storage  tanks  located  at  14  Forest  Road; 
that  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $250,000.00  underG.L.,  c.  44,  Sec.  7  (9),  and 
that  the  Town  Manager  be  authorized  to  take  any  other  action  necessary  to  carry 
out  this  project,  and  further  that  $60,000.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
Debt  Service. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ARTICLE  10  OMNIBUS  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  appropriations  for  expenditures  by  depart- 
ments, officers,  boards,  and  conunittees  of  the  Town  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  the  tax  levy  or  by  transfer 
from  available  funds,  including  any  special  funds,  or  by  any  combination  of  these 
methods;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  Budget  for  the 
period  July  1. 1993  to  June  30, 1994.  in  the  amount  of  $28,319,440.00  be  raised 
and  appropriated  in  its  entirety  as  follows,  except  that  $7 1 .4 1 0.00  be  transferred 
from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  Cemetery  use,  and  that  $5,000.00  be  transferred 
from  the  County  Dog  Fund  for  library  use,  and  that  $12,000.00  be  transferred 
from  Wetland  filing  fees  for  the  Conservation  Department,  and  that  $72,850.00 
be  transferred  from  School  Choice  Fund  for  the  Acton  Public  Schools,  and 
authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  sell,  trade  or  dispose  of  vehicles  being  replaced. 


Valarie  Spotklll,  Acton/Boxborough  Arts  Council,  Lawrence  Story  and 
Marianne  Tavares,  Historical  Commission. 

Let's  thank  these  volunteers  for  their  many  contributions  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  hours  of  time  that  they  have  given  to  this  Town. 

The  Moderator  also  asked  the  citizens  to  thank  Town  Accountant,  Mary 
Larson,  who  will  be  retiring  in  August,  after  26  1/2  years  of  service  to  the  town. 

The  Moderator  then  read  the  amended  motion  for  article  10  with  the 
amended  amounts  as  presented  by  Mr.  McHarg. 

The  amended  motion  now  reads: 
A.    Municipal  Services  $10,944,410.00 

plus  $219,909.00 

AMENDED  MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 


Municipal  Services 


$10,944,410.00 


B.  Acton  Public  Schools  as  follows: 


B.  Acton  Public  Schools  as  follows: 

Operating  expenses  $9. 1 22,263.00 

Out-of-state  travel  $3,000.00 

Blanchard  Auditorium  $34.77 1 .00 

C.  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District  as  follows: 

Operating  expenses  $7,248,912.00 
Net  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  $317,763.00 

D.  Minuteman  Technical  School  District  $648,321.00 

AMENDED  MOTION:  MR.  MCHARG  moves  that  the  following 
amounts  be  raised  and  appropriated  as  supplemental  appropriations  to  be  added 
to  the  amounts  set  forth  in  the  main  motion: 


Operating  expense 
Out-of-State  Travel 
Blanchard  Auditorium 


$9,122,263.00 
$  3.000.00 
$34,771.00 
$207,130.00 


AMENDED  MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

Acton-Boxboro  Regional  School  District  as  follows: 


Operating  expense 

Net  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


plus 


$7,248,912.00 
$317,763.00 
$259,961.00 


AMENDED  MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 


Town  Government  Operations:  $2 1 9.909.00 

Acton  Public  School:  $207. 1 30.00 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Schools  $259,96 1 .00 

provided  that  these  supplemental  appropriations  be  contingent  on  a  proposition 
2  and  1/2  override  vote  or  votes  pursuant  to  the  procedures  for  contingent  votes 
set  forth  in  General  Laws.  Chapter  59,  Section  21 C  (m). 

TOTAL  VOTE  - 1475  YES  -  810  NO  -  665 

AMENDED  MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA  VERNIER  moves  to  adjourn  at  1 1 :44  p.m.  and  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  April  27. 1993  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 
in  the  fieldhouse. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

There  were  1648  registered  voters  at  town  meeting  on  Monday.  April  26, 

1993. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  27, 1993 

Moderator  calls  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:32  p.m. 

Before  taking  up  the  warrant  articles  for  this  evening,  the  Moderator  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Manager,  and  of  all  the  citizens  of  Acton, 
the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  would  like  to  recognize  and  thank  the 
following  people  who  have  completed  their  terms  of  service  on  a  Town  Board  or 
Committee;  Robert  Coan,  Conservation  Commission;  Charles  Carlson,  Con- 
servation Commission;  Francis  Domurat,  Historical  Commission;  George 
Enunons.  Board  of  Health;  Marian  Grotheer.  Minuteman  Home  Care;  Lisa 
Harsip.  Acton/Boxborough  ArU  Council;  Marianne  Kiley.  Council  on  Aging; 
Dave  Lunger.  Ft.  Devens  Reuse/2nd  airport  Task  Force;  Doug  Miller,  Board  of 
Health;  Susan  Miller,  Board  of  Assessors;  Wesley  Mowry,  Cemetery  Commis- 
sion; William  MuUin,  Finance  Committee;  Penny  Pitts,  Nancy  Rembert  and 


D.    Minuteman  Technical  School  District  $648,321.00 

provided  that  these  supplemental  appropriations  be  contingent  on  a 
proposition  2  and  1/2  override  vote  or  votes  pursuant  to  the  procedures  for 
contingent  votes  set  forth  in  General  Laws,  Chapter  59,  Section  21  C  (m). 

AMENDED  MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  introduced  Jan  Edry  who  presented  a  non-binding 
resolution  to  Town  Meeting  as  follows: 

1.  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that,  in  the  spirit  of  restoring  trust  and  confidence 
among  the  townspeople  in  their  local  government,  we  respectfully  urge  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  School  Committee  to  seek  new  methods  to  present  more 
complete  and  timely  budgetary  information  prior  to  any  votes  either  at  the  polls 
or  at  Town  Meeting.  There  should  be  a  Finance  Committee  hearing  before  an 
override  vote.  Town  Reports  and  Warrants  must  be  available  prior  to  an  election. 
Coordinating  Committee  Meetings  should  be  held  in  the  evening  instead  of  in  the 
morning,  and  minutes  should  be  taken. 

2.  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that,  because  we  feel  the  "A"  or  "B"  budget 
format  is  too  limiting  in  its  choices,  we  respectfully  urge  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  School  Committee  to  consider  offering  more  choices  on  override  questions 
such  as  use  of  a  "Pyramid"  override,  or  alternative  forms  of  budget  proposals. 
Town  officials  should  educate  the  public  about  what  they  are  voting  for  and  not 
what  they  would  lose  by  voting  against  override  questions. 

3.  AND  BE  IT  ITNALLY  RESOLVED  that,  with  the  goal  being  renewed 
unity  rather  than  divisiveness  among  the  townspeople,  we  respectfully  urge  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  School  Committee  to  stop  using  nomenclature  that 
creates  panic  voting  such  as  "  'forced  transfers'  "  or  "resulting  in  closing  an 
'unspecified'  fire  station."  They  should  present  straightforward  facts  and  com- 
plete information  on  which  voters  can  base  their  decision. 

RESOLUTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 
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Mr.  MacKenzie  then  introduced  Mary  Donald  of  the  Finance  Conunittee 
who  read  a  non-binding  resolution  from  the  Finance  Committee  as  follows: 

A  RESOLUTION 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT 

The  good  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Acton  at  the  duly  constituted  town 
meeting  convened  on  the  26th  day  of  April  1993  direct  Pam  Resor  and  Bob 
Durand,  their  worthy  representatives  to  the  Great  and  General  Court,  to  join 
forces  with  their  peers  from  other  cities  and  towns  to: 

( 1 )  Seek  ways  and  means  to  restore  the  funds  stricken  from  the  "cherry  sheet". 

(2)  Introduce  and  support  an  amendment  to  the  fiscal  year  1 994  state  budget  to 
guarantee  that  the  cities  and  towns  receive  the  fiill  forty  seven  million  dollars 
growth  in  lottery  revenues, 

(3)  Investigate  whether  other  sources  of  funds  may  have  been  diverted  from  the 
towns,  and  if  discovered,  funds  be  redirected  to  the  towns. 

This  to  be  done  speedily  and  with  dispatch,  reporting  progress  to  the  town 
in  four  months,  September  1, 1993. 

WHEREAS  the  cities  and  towns  of  Massachusetts  have  been  limited  to  2 
1/2  %  annual  increase  in  the  tax  rate  since  the  passage  of  Proposition  2 1/2  in  1 98 1 ; 

WHEREAS  the  inflation  rate  has  exceeded  that  2  1/2%  for  the  past  12 

years; 

WHEREAS  Acton's  reserve  funds  have  dwindled: 

WHEREAS  the  economy  has  faced  a  general  decline; 

WHEREAS  overrides  of  Proposition  2  1/2  are  increasingly  difficult  to 

pass; 

WHEREAS  the  income  from  the  "cherry  sheet"  firom  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Revenue  has  steadily  decreased; 

WHEREAS  the  income  from  the  lottery  was  to  be  allotted  to  the  cities  and 
towns;  the  unclaimed  bottle  bill  receipts,  increased  traffic  fmes,  increased  license 
fees  and  other  increased  levies  have  embellished  state  coffers  during  these  years. 

Mrs.  Resor  accepted  this  resolution. 

RESOLUTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  II  BUDGET  TRANSFER 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds 
appropriated  under  current  fiscal  year's  budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current 
fiscal  year,  or  make  any  other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budget  and 
appropriations  that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate 
$261,564.00  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds  appropriated  to  the  Municipal 
Services  Budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  that  to  raise  such  amount 
$261 ,564.00  be  transferred  from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  12     USE  OF  FUNDS  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  of  free  cash  which  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1993,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  the  Town  transfer  $834,155.00 
from  Free  Cash  to  reduce  the  Tax  Rate  for  Fiscal  Year  1994. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  13*  STORM  APPROPRIATION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  any  Federal  Government  and 
State  Government  reimbursement  for  costs  incurred  as  a  result  of  any  declared 
emergencies  during  FY93  &  FY94;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Storm  Appropriations  be  appropriated  as  set  forth  in  the 

Article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  14  TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS  CEMETERY  LAND  FUND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  the 
Cemetery  Land  Fund  the  sum  of  $33,500.00,  or  any  other  sum  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  for  the  design,  development,  landscaping,  roadways,  and 
drainage  of  new  sections  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  FANTON  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$33,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design,  development, 
landscaping,  roadways,  and  drainage  of  new  sectons  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $33,500.00  be  transferred  from 
the  Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  15  DISCONTINUANCE  OF  TRAIN  WHISTLE  SOUNDING 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
petition  the  (jeneral  Court  to  enact  a  special  law  relative  to  discontinuing  the 
sounding  of  train  whistles  at  railroad  crossings  in  the  Town  of  Acton  that  are 
otherwise  protected  by  warning  devices,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA  VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  enact  a  special  law  relative 
to  discountinuing  the  sounding  of  train  whistles  at  railroad  crossings  in  the  Town 
of  Acton  that  are  otherwise  protected  by  warning  devices. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  16    ALTERNATIVE  REVENUE  SOURCES 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  department  heads,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Town  Manager,  to  enter  into  contracts  to  identify  and  pursue  federal 
government  reimbursements  and  other  alternative  revenue  sources,  as  provided 
in  Section  70  of  Chapter  44,  of  the  General  Laws,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HUNTER  moves  that  no  action  be  taken  on  Article  16. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  17#  WEST  ACTON  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  the  sum  of  $24,528,  or  any  other  sum,  for  salaries  and  operating 
expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  staffing  of  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library 
Association,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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MOTION:  MRS.  BISSELL  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $24,528.00,  for  salaries  and  operating  expenses  for  the  maintenance 
and  staffing  of  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library  and  that  to  raise  such  amount  $24, 
528.00  be  transferred  from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  18*  AMEND  CHARTER  • 

COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  Charter  to  increase  the 
membership  of  the  Commission  on  Disabilities  from  7  to  9  members,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  amend  the  Charter  -  Commission  on  Disabilities  as 
set  forth  in  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTIONS  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  19*        SELF-FUNDING  PROGRAMS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  pursuant  to  Section  53E  1/2  of  Chapter  44  of 
the  General  Laws  to  establish  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic  District  Commis- 
sion, the  Building  Department  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

SUMMARY:  This  will  allow  the  Town  to  ftilly  fund  the  Historic  District 
Commission,  the  Building  Department  Inspection  Program  and  the  Sealer  of 
measures  for  the  receipts  that  each  program  produces.  This  article  removes  the 
cost  of  these  programs  from  the  tax  base. 


REVENUES 

EXPENSES 

Historic  District  Fees 

250 

250 

Building  Department 

Microfilm  Fees 

2,300 

2,300 

Electrical,  Plumbing  & 

30,200 

30,200 

Gas  Permits 

Sign  License/Periodic  Inspect. 

6,000 

6,000 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measure 

6,500 

6,500 

Move  that  the  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic  District  Commission  and  the 
Building  Department  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  be  established  for 
Fiscal  Year  1 994  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  summary  of 
this  article  on  page  57,  of  the  warrant. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  20    USE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  replace  Chapter  E,  Sections  26- 
34,  Clean  Indoor  Air  Bylaw,  with  the  sections  as  follows: 

USE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

Section  E26.  AUTHORITY: 

The  Town  of  Acton  acting  under  Chapter  40,  Section  21,  adopts  the 
following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health  of  the  Town. 

Section  E27,  FINDINGS  AND  PURPOSE: 

There  exists  substantial  evidence  that  tobacco  smoke  causes  cancer,  heart 
disease  and  various  lung  disorders.  Evidence  also  indicates  that  the  harmful 
effects  of  tobacco  smoke  are  not  confined  to  smokers,  but  also  cause  discomfort 
and  in  some  cases  grave  illness  to  non-smokers.  Therefore  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Town  of  Acton  acts  in  order  to  prevent  or  minimize 
the  potentially  harmful  effects  of  tobacco  smoke  in  the  general  public  and  in  the 
interest  of  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health. 


Section  E28.  DEFINmONS: 

Nonsmoking  Area:  Any  contiguous  segregated  area  that  is  designated  and  posted 
by  the  proprietor  or  person  in  charge  as  a  place  where  smoking  is  prohibited. 

Public  Area:  An  enclosed,  indoor  area  when  open  to  and  used  by  the  general 
public,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  following  facilities:  auditoriums,  licensed 
child  care  locations,  schools,  public  libraries,  municipal  buildings,  musuems, 
theaters,  retail  stores,  retail  food  establishments,  indoor  sports  arenas,  public 
transit  facilities,  enclosed  shopping  malls,  hotel  and  motel  lobbies,  stairwells, 
hallways,  entrance  ways,  public  rest  rooms,  elevators  accessible  to  the  public, 
common  areas  in  privately  owned  buildings,  and  any  clubs,  rooms  or  halls  when 
used  for  public  meetings. 

Restaurant:  A  food  establishment  as  defmed  by  Article  X  of  Massachusetts  State 
Sanitary  Code. 

Smoking:  The  lighting  of  any  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco  product,  or 
having  the  possession  of  any  burning  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco 
product. 

Tobacco:  Cigarettes,  cigars,  pipe  tobacco,  chewing  tobacco,  snuff,  or  tobacco  in 
any  of  its  forms. 

SecUon  E29.  POSTING: 

A.  Each  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment  or  agency  having  control  of 
premises  upon  which  smoking  is  prohibited  by  this  bylaw  shall  conspicuously 
display  upon  the  premises  an  appropriate  number  of  signs  stating  that  smoking  is 
prohibited. 

Section  E30.  SMOKING  IN  PUBLIC  AREAS: 

A.  Prohibition  -  Smoking  of  tobacco  is  prohibited  in  any  public  area.  This 
prohibition  is  effective  thirty  (30)  days  after  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw. 

B.  Restaurants  -  Sixty  (60)  days  after  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  no  less  than 
75%  of  the  total  seating  capacity  of  the  establishment  shall  be  nonsmoking  area. 
This  section  when  efective  shall  supercede  the  Town  of  Acton  Clean  Indoor  Air 
Bylaw. 

Section  E31.  VIOLATIONS  AND  PENALTIES: 

A.  Violations  to  this  bylaw  may  be  enforced  by  the  constable.  Police  Chief,  Police 
Officer,  Sanitarian  or  Health  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  other  agent  allowed 
by  law. 

B.  All  violations  of  this  bylaw  are  subject  to  a  fine  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  per 
violation. 

Section  E32.  VARIANCES: 

A.  The  Board  of  Health  may  allow  a  variance  of  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  with 
respect  to  any  particular  case  or  circumstance  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
the  enforcement  thereof  would  cause  a  manifest  injustice;  provided  however;  the 
decision  of  the  Board  may  be  appealed  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Any 
variance  granted  shall  be  in  writing  with  a  copy  available  to  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  hours  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  in  the  office  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Section  E33.  SEVERABILITY: 

A.  Each  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  construed  as  separate  to  the  extent  that  if  any 
section,  item,  sentence,  clause,  or  phrase  is  determined  to  be  invalid  for  any 
reason,  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article,  except  that: 
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Section  E26.  eliminate,  M.G.L.  Chapter  111,  Section  31  and. 
Section  E26  now  reads: 
Section  E  26.  AUTHORITY: 

The  Town  of  Acton  acting  under  Chapter  40,  Section  21,  adopts  the 
following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health  of  the  Town. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  21  SALE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  bylaw  -  Chapter  E, 
Sections  46-56,  as  follows: 

SALE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

Section  E46.  AUTHORITY: 

The  Town  of  Acton  acting  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  111,  Section  31  and 
Chapter  40,  Section  21,  adopts  the  following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health 
of  the  Town. 

Section  E47.  FINDINGS  AND  PURPOSE: 

There  exists  substantial  evidence  that  tobacco  smoke  causes  cancer,  heart 
disease  and  various  lung  disorders.  Evidence  also  indicates  that  the  harmful 
effects  of  tobacco  smoke  are  not  confmed  to  smokers,  but  also  cause  discomfort 
and  in  some  cases  grave  illness  to  non-smokers.  Therefore  on  the  recommenda- 
tionoftheBoaidofHealth.the  Town  of  Acton  acts  in  order  to  prevent  or  minimize 
the  potentially  harmful  effects  of  tobacco  smoke  in  the  general  public  and  in  the 
interest  of  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health. 

Section  E48.  DEFINITIONS: 

Free  Standing  Display:  A  display,  collection,  or  arrangement  of  tobacco  products 
in  a  location  accessible  and  open  to  the  general  public  or  customers,  from  which 
tobacco  products  are  selected  for  sale,  use  or  distribution. 

Minor:  A  person  less  than  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age. 

Photographic  Identification:  An  official  photographic  identification  document 
issued  by  an  instrumentality  of  Federal,  State  or  local  Government;  examples  are 
a  Massachusetts  Drivers  License,  AlcohoUc  Beverage  Control  Commission 
Liquor  license,  or  Passport. 

Smoking:  The  lighting  of  any  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco  product,  or 
having  the  possession  of  any  burning  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco 
product 

Tobacco:  Cigarettes,  cigars,  pipe  tobacco,  chewing  tobacco,  snuff,  or  tobacco  in 
any  of  its  forms. 

Tobacco  Vending  Machine:  A  device  which  dispenses  tobacco  products  by  self 
service  or  by  remote  control. 

Section  E49.  PERMITS: 

A.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  sell  or  distribute 
tobacco  for  retail  consumption  within  the  Town  of  Acton  without  obtaining  a 
Tobacco  Sales  Permit  issued  by  the  Acton  Board  of  Health  or  its  designee. 

B.  Any  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment  or  agency  currently  selling 
tobacco  within  the  Town  of  Acton  shall  file  an  application  for  a  tobacco  sales 
permit  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  or  shall  cease 
tobacco  sales  within  120  days  of  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw. 

C.  The  fee  for  an  initial  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  shall  be  twenty-five  (25)  dollars. 
All  such  permits  shall  be  renewed  annually  by  January  first  at  an  annual  renewal 
fee  as  established  by  the  Board  of  Health. 


D.  Tobacco  Sales  Permits  must  be  posted  to  the  public  in  a  conspicuous  location. 

E.  The  permit  provisions  of  this  bylaw  are  not  applicable  to  tobacco  vending 
machines  licensed  by  the  Conmionwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Section  E50.  PROHIBITED  ACTS: 

A.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  sell  or  distribute 
tobacco  products  to  a  minor  or  permit  the  purchase  of  tobacco  products  by  a  minor 
from  a  vending  machine. 

B.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  sell  tobacco 
products  to  any  person  who  is  not  obviously  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  or 
is  not  already  known  to  be  at  least  eighteen  ( 1 8)  years  of  age  imless  photographic 
identification  establishing  their  age  has  been  presented  as  proof  prior  to  any  sale. 
Notes  from  parents  or  legal  guardian  are  not  acceptable  for  the  sale  of  tobacco 
products  to  a  minor. 

C.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  distribute  tobacco 
free  of  charge  by  any  method  of  distribution  within  the  Town  of  Acton,  except: 

1.  in  conjunction  with  and  as  a  part  of  the  sale  of  an  equal  or  greater 
quantity  of  the  identical  tobacco  product,  or 

2.  in  exchange  for  a  coupon  or  voucher  issued  by  a  manufacturer  or 
distributor  of  tobacco  products. 

D.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  construct  or 
maintain  free  standing  displays  of  tobacco  products,  unless  the  free  standing 
display  is  located  within  10  feet  and  in  plain  view  of  the  regular  location  of  a 
person  designated  to  supervise  the  free  standing  display. 

Section  E51.  TOBACCO  VENDING  MACHINES: 

Six  (6)  months  afrer  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  no  person,  frrm, 
corporation,  establishment,  or  agency,  shall  install  or  maintain  a  vending  machine 
to  distribute  or  sell  tobacco  products  in  the  Town  of  Acton  unless; 

A.  The  vending  machine  is  located  in  an  area  minors  are  currently  excluded  by 
law;  or, 

B. 

1 .  The  vending  machine  is  equipped  with  an  operational  lock-out  device 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Health.  Said  device  shall  lock-out  sales 
from  the  vending  machine  unless  an  employee  manually  releases  the 
locking  mechanism  for  a  single  sale.  The  release  mechanism  must  not 
allow  continuous  operation  of  the  vending  machine  and  must  not  be 
accessible  to  customers.  Vending  machines  shall  be  posted  with  a  sign 
stating  that  the  machine  is  equipped  with  a  lock-out  device  and 
identify  the  person(s)  to  contact  to  purchase  products  from  the 
machine,  and 

2.  The  vending  machine  is  located  within  20  feet  and  in  plain  view  of  the 
regular  location  of  a  person  designated  to  supervise  the  purchase  of 
tobacco  from  the  vending  machine. 

Section  ES2.  POSTING: 

A.  In  conformance  with  M.G.L.  C.  230  sect  37,  the  posting  and  notice  require- 
ments of  M.G.L.  C.  270  sect  7  and  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
rules  and  regulations  shall  be  applicable  at  all  locations  where  tobacco  products 
are  sold  or  distributed. 

B.  Tobacco  sales  permits  must  be  posted  to  the  public  in  a  conspicuous  location. 
Section  E53.  VIOLATIONS  AND  PENALTIES: 

A.  Violations  to  this  bylaw  may  be  enforced  by  the  constable.  Police  Chief,  Police 
Officer,  Sanitarian  or  Health  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  other  agent  allowed 
by  law. 
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B.  Persons,  firms,  corporations,  establishments  or  agencies  selling  or  distributing 
tobacco  products  without  a  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  shall  be  subject  to  fines  of  two 
hundred  (200)  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  sales  are  made  without  being  in 
compliance  with  this  bylaw. 

C.  VIOLATIONS  BY  PERMIT  HOLDERS: 

1 .  Violations  of  this  bylaw  by  a  permitted  establishment  shall  be  subject 
to  a  fine  of  $100.00  for  the  first  violation,  $200.00  for  a  second 
violation,  and  $300.00  per  violation  for  a  third  or  subsequent  viola- 
tion. 

2.  Three  (3)  violations  of  this  bylaw  by  a  permitted  establishment  within 
a  twelve  (12)  month  period  shall  be  cause  for  revocation  of  the 
Tobacco  Sales  Permit.  Permits  shall  not  be  revoked  without  notice  of 
violations  and  a  hearing  for  revocation  of  permit.  A  public  hearing 
will  be  held  by  the  Board  of  Health  within  thirty  (30)  days  after  notice 
to  the  pennittee.  Revoked  permits  shall  not  be  reinstated  for  twelve 
(12)  months  following  the  date  of  revocation,  unless  the  Board  of 
Health  finds  that  the  revocation  causes  a  manifest  injustice.  Upon 
revocation  of  said  permit  the  establishment  shall  remove  all  tobacco 
products  from  the  sales  area  or  any  area  accessible  to  the  public. 

D.  Compliance  monitoring  of  this  bylaw  and  its  requirements  may  be  enforced 
through  periodic  inspections  of  each  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  holder.  Inspections 
may  include  the  attempted  purchase  of  tobacco  products  by  minors  under  the 
supervision  of  an  agent  of  an  enforcing  authority  (e.g.  Board  of  Health),  such  an 
inspection  shall  not  be  construed  as  "entrapment". 

E.  Violations  of  this  bylaw  by  persons,  firms,  corporations,  or  establishments  in 
control  of  tobacco  vending  machines  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  $  1 00.00  for  the 
first  violation,  $200.00  for  the  second  violation,  and  $300.00  per  violation  for 
third  or  subsequent  violations. 

F.  All  other  violations  of  this  bylaw  are  subject  to  a  fine  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  per 
violation. 

SecHon  E54.  EMPLOYEE  TRAINING: 

A.  It  shall  be  the  obligation  of  the  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  holder  to  ensure  that  all 
employees  engaged  in  the  sale  of  tobacco  are  aware  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bylaw. 

Section  ESS.  VARIANCES: 

A.  The  Board  of  Health  may  allow  a  variance  of  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  with 
respect  to  any  particular  case  or  circumstance  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
the  enforcement  thereof  would  cause  a  manifest  injustice;  provided  however;  the 
decision  of  the  Board  may  be  appealed  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Any 
variance  granted  shall  be  in  writing  with  a  copy  available  to  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  hours  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  in  the  office  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Section  E56.  SEVERABILITY: 

A.  Each  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  construed  as  separate  to  the  extent  that  if  any 
section,  item,  sentence,  clause,  or  phrase  is  determined  to  be  invalid  for  any 
reason,  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article,  except  that: 

Section  E52.  Change  M.G.L.  C  230  sect.  37  to  read  M.G.L.  C  270  sect  6. 

Section  E52  now  reads: 

Section  ES2.  POSTING: 


A.  In  conformance  with  M.G.L.  C  230  sect  6,  the  posting  and  notice  requirements 
of  M.G.L.  C  270  sect  7  and  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  rules  and 
regulations  shall  be  applicable  at  all  locations  where  tobacco  products  are  sold  or 
distributed. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  20    USE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  replace  Chapter  E,  Sections  26- 
34,  Clean  Indoor  Air  Bylaw,  with  the  sections  as  follows: 

USE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

Section  E26.  AUTHORITY: 

The  TowTi  of  Acton  acting  under  Chapter  40,  Section  21,  adopts  the 
following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health  of  the  Town. 

Section  E27.  FINDINGS  AND  PURPOSE: 

There  exists  substantial  evidence  that  tobacco  smoke  causes  cancer,  heart 
disease  and  various  lung  disorders.  Evidence  also  indicates  that  the  harmful 
effects  of  tobacco  smoke  are  not  confined  to  smokers,  but  also  cause  discomfort 
and  in  some  cases  grave  illness  to  non-smokers.  Therefore  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Town  of  Acton  acts  in  orderto  prevent  or  minimize 
the  potentially  harmful  effects  of  tobacco  smoke  in  the  general  public  and  in  the 
interest  of  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health. 

Section  E28.  DEFINITIONS: 

Nonsmoking  Area:  Any  contiguous  segregated  area  that  is  designated  and  posted 
by  the  proprietor  or  person  in  charge  as  a  place  where  smoking  is  prohibited. 

Public  Area:  An  enclosed,  indoor  area  when  open  to  and  used  by  the  general 
public,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  following  facilities:  auditoriums,  licensed 
child  care  locations,  schools,  public  libraries,  municipal  buildings,  musuems, 
theaters,  retail  stores,  retail  food  establishments,  indoor  sports  arenas,  public 
transit  facilities,  enclosed  shopping  malls,  hotel  and  motel  lobbies,  stairwells, 
hallways,  entrance  ways,  public  rest  rooms,  elevators  accessible  to  the  public, 
common  areas  in  privately  owned  buildings,  and  any  clubs,  rooms  or  halls  when 
used  for  public  meetings. 

Restaurant:  A  food  establishment  as  defined  by  Article  X  of  Massachusetts  State 
Sanitary  Code. 

Smoking:  The  lighting  of  any  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco  product,  or 
having  the  possession  of  any  burning  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco 
product. 

Tobacco:  Cigarettes,  cigars,  pipe  tobacco,  chewing  tobacco,  snuff,  or  tobacco  in 
any  of  its  forms. 

SecHon  E29.  POSTING: 

A.  Each  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment  or  agency  having  control  of 
premises  upon  which  smoking  is  prohibited  by  this  bylaw  shall  conspicuously 
display  upon  the  premises  an  appropriate  number  of  signs  stating  that  smoking  is 
prohibited. 

Section  E30.  SMOKING  IN  PUBLIC  AREAS: 

A.  Prohibition  -  Smoking  of  tobacco  is  prohibited  in  any  public  area.  This 
prohibition  is  effective  thirty  (30)  days  after  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw. 

B.  Restaurants  -  Sixty  (60)  days  after  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  no  less  than 
75%  of  the  total  seating  capacity  of  the  establishment  shall  be  nonsmoking  area. 
This  section  when  efective  shall  supercede  the  Town  of  Acton  Clean  Indoor  Air 
Bylaw. 
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Section  E31.  VIOLATIONS  AND  PENALTIES: 


Minor  A  person  less  than  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age. 


A.  Violations  to  this  bylaw  may  be  enforced  by  the  constable.  Police  Chief,  Police 
Officer.  Sanitarian  or  Health  Officerof  the  Board  of  Health  or  other  agent  allowed 
by  law. 

B.  All  violations  of  this  bylaw  are  subject  to  a  fine  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  per 
violation. 

Section  E32.  VARIANCES: 

A.  The  Board  of  Health  may  allow  a  variance  of  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  with 
respect  to  any  particular  case  or  circumstance  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
the  enforcement  thereof  would  cause  a  manifest  injustice;  provided  however;  the 
decision  of  the  Board  may  be  appealed  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Any 
variance  granted  shall  be  in  writing  with  a  copy  available  to  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  hours  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  in  the  office  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Section  E33.  SEVERABILITY: 

A.  Each  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  construed  as  separate  to  the  extent  that  if  any 
section,  item,  sentence,  clause,  or  phrase  is  determined  to  be  invalid  for  any 
reason,  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article,  except  that: 

Section  E26.  eliminate,  M.G.L.  Chapter  111,  Section  31  and. 

Section  E26  now  reads: 

Section  E  26.  AUTHORITY: 

The  Town  of  Acton  acting  imder  Chapter  40,  Section  21,  adopts  the 
following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health  of  the  Town. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  21  SALE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  bylaw  -  Chapter  E, 
Sections  46-56,  as  follows: 

SALE  OF  TOBACCO  AND  SMOKING  PRODUCTS 

Section  E46.  AUTHORITY: 

The  Town  of  Acton  acting  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  111,  Section  31  and 
Chapter  40,  Section  21 ,  adopts  the  following  bylaw  to  protect  the  public  health 
of  the  Town. 

Section  E47.  FINDINGS  AND  PURPOSE: 

There  exists  substantial  evidence  that  tobacco  smoke  causes  cancer,  heart 
disease  and  various  lung  disorders.  Evidence  also  indicates  that  the  harmful 
effects  of  tobacco  smoke  are  not  confined  to  smokers,  but  also  cause  discomfort 
and  in  some  cases  grave  illness  to  non-smokers.  Therefore  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Town  of  Acton  acts  in  order  to  prevent  or  minimize 
the  potentially  harmful  effects  of  tobacco  smoke  in  the  general  public  and  in  the 
interest  of  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health. 

Section  E48.  DEFINITIONS: 

Free  Standing  Display:  A  display,  collection,  or  arrangement  of  tobacco  products 
in  a  location  accessible  and  open  to  the  general  public  or  customers,  from  which 
tobacco  products  are  selected  for  sale,  use  or  distribution. 


Photographic  Identification:  An  official  photographic  identification  document 
issued  by  an  instnimentaUty  of  Federal,  State  or  local  Government;  examples  are 
a  Massachusetts  Drivers  License,  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  Commission 
Liquor  license,  or  Passport. 

Smoking:  The  lighting  of  any  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco  product,  or 
having  the  possession  of  any  burning  cigar,  cigarette,  pipe  or  other  tobacco 
product. 

Tobacco:  Cigarettes,  cigars,  pipe  tobacco,  chewing  tobacco,  snuff,  or  tobacco  in 
any  of  its  forms. 

Tobacco  Vending  Machine:  A  device  which  dispenses  tobacco  products  by  self 
service  or  by  remote  control. 

Section  E49.  PERMITS: 

A.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  estabUshment,  or  agency  shall  sell  or  distribute 
tobacco  for  retail  consumption  within  the  Town  of  Acton  without  obtaining  a 
Tobacco  Sales  Permit  issued  by  the  Acton  Board  of  Health  or  its  designee. 

B.  Any  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment  or  agency  currently  selling 
tobacco  within  the  Town  of  Acton  shall  file  an  application  for  a  tobacco  sales 
permit  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  or  shall  cease 
tobacco  sales  within  120  days  of  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw. 

C.  The  fee  for  an  initial  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  shall  be  twenty-five  (25)  dollars. 
All  such  permits  shall  be  renewed  annually  by  January  first  at  an  annual  renewal 
fee  as  established  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

D.  Tobacco  Sales  Permits  must  be  posted  to  the  public  in  a  conspicuous  location. 

E.  The  permit  provisions  of  this  bylaw  are  not  applicable  to  tobacco  vending 
machines  licensed  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Section  E50.  PROHIBITED  ACTS: 

A.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  sell  or  distribute 
tobacco  products  to  a  minor  or  permit  the  purchase  of  tobacco  products  by  a  minor 
from  a  vending  machine. 

B.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  sell  tobacco 
products  to  any  person  who  is  not  obviously  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  or 
is  not  already  known  to  be  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  unless  photographic 
identification  establishing  their  age  has  been  presented  as  proof  prior  to  any  sale. 
Notes  from  parents  or  legal  guardian  are  not  acceptable  for  the  sale  of  tobacco 
products  to  a  minor. 

C.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  distribute  tobacco 
free  of  charge  by  any  method  of  distribution  within  the  Town  of  Acton,  except: 

1.  in  conjunction  with  and  as  a  part  of  the  sale  of  an  equal  or  greater 
quantity  of  the  identical  tobacco  product,  or 

2.  in  exchange  for  a  coupon  or  voucher  issued  by  a  manufacturer  or 
distributor  of  tobacco  products. 

D.  No  person,  firm,  corporation,  establishment,  or  agency  shall  construct  or 
maintain  free  standing  displays  of  tobacco  products,  unless  the  free  standing 
display  is  located  within  10  feet  and  in  plain  view  of  the  regular  location  of  a 
person  designated  to  supervise  the  free  standing  display. 

Section  E51.  TOBACCO  VENDING  MACHINES: 

Six  (6)  months  after  the  effective  date  of  this  bylaw,  no  person,  firm, 
corporation,  establishment,  or  agency,  shall  install  or  maintain  a  vending  machine 
to  distribute  or  sell  tobacco  products  in  the  Town  of  Acton  unless; 
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A.  Hie  vending  machine  is  located  in  an  area  minors  are  currently  excluded  by 
law;  or, 

B. 

1 .  The  vending  machine  is  equipped  with  an  operational  lock-out  device 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Health.  Said  device  shall  lock-out  sales 
from  the  vending  machine  unless  an  employee  manually  releases  the 
locking  mechanism  for  a  single  sale.  The  release  mechanism  must  not 
allow  continuous  operation  of  the  vending  machine  and  must  not  be 
accessible  to  customers.  Vending  machines  shall  be  posted  with  a  sign 
stating  that  the  machine  is  equipped  with  a  lock-out  device  and 
identify  the  person(s)  to  contact  to  purchase  products  from  the 
machine,  and 

2.  The  vending  machine  is  located  within  20  feet  and  in  plain  view  of  the 
regular  location  of  a  person  designated  to  supervise  the  purchase  of 
tobacco  from  the  vending  machine. 

Section  E52.  POSTING: 

A.  In  conformance  with  M.G.L.  C.  230  sect  37,  the  posting  and  notice  require- 
ments of  M.G.L.  C.  270  sect  7  and  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
rules  and  regulations  shall  be  applicable  at  all  locations  where  tobacco  products 
are  sold  or  distributed. 

B.  Tobacco  sales  permits  must  be  posted  to  the  public  in  a  conspicuous  location. 
Section  E53.  VIOLATIONS  AND  PENALTIES: 

A.  Violations  to  this  bylaw  may  be  enforced  by  the  constable.  Police  Chief,  Police 
Officer,  Sanitarian  or  Health  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  other  agent  allowed 
by  law. 

B.  Persons,  furns,  corporations,  estabUshments  or  agencies  selling  or  distributing 
tobacco  products  without  a  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  shall  be  subject  to  fines  of  two 
hundred  (200)  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  sales  are  made  without  being  in 
compliance  with  this  bylaw. 

C.  VIOLATIONS  BY  PERMIT  HOLDERS: 

1 .  Violations  of  this  bylaw  by  a  permitted  establishment  shall  be  subject 
to  a  fine  of  $100.00  for  the  first  violation,  $200.00  for  a  second 
violation,  and  $300.00  per  violation  for  a  third  or  subsequent  viola- 
tion. 

2.  Three  (3)  violations  of  this  bylaw  by  a  permitted  establishment  within 
a  twelve  (12)  month  period  shall  be  cause  for  revocation  of  the 
Tobacco  Sales  Permit.  Permits  shall  not  be  revoked  without  notice  of 
violations  and  a  hearing  for  revocation  of  permit.  A  public  hearing 
will  be  held  by  the  Board  of  Health  within  thirty  (30)  days  after  notice 
to  the  permittee.  Revoked  permits  shall  not  be  reinstated  for  twelve 
(12)  months  following  the  date  of  revocation,  unless  the  Board  of 
Health  finds  that  the  revocation  causes  a  manifest  injustice.  Upon 
revocation  of  said  permit  the  estabhshment  shall  remove  all  tobacco 
products  from  the  sales  area  or  any  area  accessible  to  the  public. 

D.  Compliance  monitoring  of  this  bylaw  and  its  requirements  may  be  enforced 
through  periodic  inspections  of  each  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  holder.  Inspections 
may  include  the  attempted  purchase  of  tobacco  products  by  minors  under  the 
supervision  of  an  agent  of  an  enforcing  authority  (e.g.  Board  of  Health),  such  an 
inspection  shall  not  be  construed  as  "entrapment". 

E.  Violations  of  this  bylaw  by  persons,  firms,  corporations,  or  establishments  in 
control  of  tobacco  vending  machines  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  $100.00  for  the 
fu^t  violation,  $200.00  for  the  second  violation,  and  $300.00  per  violation  for 
third  or  subsequent  violations. 

F.  All  other  violations  of  this  bylaw  are  subject  to  a  fme  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  per 
violation. 


Section  E54.  EMPLOYEE  TRAINING: 

A.  It  shall  be  the  obligation  of  the  Tobacco  Sales  Permit  holder  to  ensure  that  all 
employees  engaged  in  the  sale  of  tobacco  are  aware  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bylaw. 

Section  ESS.  VARLVNCES: 

A.  The  Board  of  Health  may  allow  a  variance  of  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  with 
respect  to  any  particular  case  or  circumstance  when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
the  enforcement  thereof  would  cause  a  manifest  injustice;  provided  however;  the 
decision  of  the  Board  may  be  appealed  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Any 
variance  granted  shall  be  in  writing  with  a  copy  available  to  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  hours  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  in  the  office  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Section  E56.  SEVERABILITY: 

A.  Each  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  construed  as  separate  to  the  extent  that  if  any 
section,  item,  sentence,  clause,  or  phrase  is  determined  to  be  invaUd  for  any 
reason,  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  Bylaws  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article,  except  that: 

Section  E52.  Change  M.G.L.  C  230  sect.  37  to  read  M.G.L.  C  270  sect  6. 

Section  ES2  now  reads: 

Section  ES2.  POSTING: 

A.  In  conformance  with  M.G.L.  C  230  sect  6,  the  posting  and  notice  requirements 
of  M.G.L.  C  270  sect  7  and  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  rules  and 
regulations  shall  be  applicable  at  all  locations  where  tobacco  products  are  sold  or 
distributed. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  22      AMEND  ZONING  BYLAW:  SIGNS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  7  of  the  Acton 
Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

a)  Delete  Section  7.4. 1 .3  in  its  entirety  and  renumber  Sections  7.4. 1 .4, 7.4. 1 .5 
and  7.4.1.6  to  become  new  Sections  7.4.1.3,  7.4.1.4  and  7.4.1.5  respec- 
tively. 

b)  Delete  Section  7. 12. 1 .2  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  new  section  7. 12. 1 .2 
as  follows: 

7.12.1.2  SIGNS  with  dimensions  in  excess  of  those  permitted  under 
Sections  7.7  and  7.8,  subject  to  the  following  limitations: 

a)  No  SIGN  higher  or  wider  than  one  and  one  half  times  the  maximum 
height  or  width  otherwise  permitted,  and 

b)  No  SIGN  larger  than  twice  the  otherwise  permitted  maximum  DIS- 
PLAY AREA,  and 

c)  No  FREESTANDING  SIGN  larger  than  40  square  feet  in  DISPLAY 
AREA  or  higher  than  10  feet,  and 

d)  Any  such  other  limitation  as  the  Plaiuiing  Board  may  find  appropriate 
to  further  the  purpose  of  this  Section  as  stated  in  Section  7.1. 
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c)  Insert  new  Section  7. 1 2. 1 . 1 1  as  follows: 

7. 12. 1 .  II  A  SIGN  displaying  more  than  one  symbol,  logo  or  drawing,  and 
more  than  one  feature  product  or  service. 

d)  Delete  Section  7.12.2.6  in  its  entirety  and  renumber  Sections  7.12.2.7, 
7. 1 2.2.8, 7. 1 2.2.9  and  7. 1 2.2. 1 0  to  become  new  Sections  7. 12.2.6, 7. 12.2.7, 
7.12.2.8  and  7.12.2.9  respectively. 

e)  Delete  Section  7. 1 2. S  in  its  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Section  7. 12.S  as 
follows: 

7.12.S  Where  a  SIGN  is  located  in  a  Local  Historic  District,  the  Planning 
Board  shall  have  no  authority  to  require  or  grant  a  Special  Permit  under  this 
Section  7.12.  Instead,  the  Historic  District  Commission  shall  have  the 
power  and  discretion  to  issue  a  Certificate  of  Appropriateness  for  such 
SIGN  under  the  Acton  Historic  District  Bylaw,  Chapter  P  of  the  Town 
Bylaws.  However,  any  SIGN  approved  hereunder  shall  also  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  this  Bylaw,  including  the  requirements  of  Section 
7.12.1. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  PA  VAN  moves  that  the  Town  amend  Section  7  of  the 
Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  23      RECONSTRUCTION  OF  EXISTING 
NONCONFORMING  MULTIFAMILY 
DWELLINGS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

a)     Insert  new  Section  8.7  as  follows: 

8.7  Special  Permit  to  Reconstruct  Nonconforming  Multifamily  Dwelling  -  The 
Planning  Board  may  authorize  by  Special  Permit  the  reconstruction  or 
rebuilding  of  a  Multifamily  DwelUng,  as  deflned  in  Section  3.3.4,  which  is 
nonconforming  as  to  USE,  LOT  size  or  other  applicable  dimensional 
requirements,  when  such  BUILDING  was  destroyed  by  fire  or  natural 
disaster,  or  by  voluntary  demolition,  and  it  may  authorize  the  continuation 
or  resumption  of  the  USE  as  a  Multifamily  Dwelling  after  completion  of 
reconstruction.  The  following  standards  shall  apply: 

8.7. 1  To  the  extent  possible,  the  new  BUILDING  shall  comply  with  the 
dimensional  requirements  applicable  in  the  zoning  district  in 
which  the  BUILDING  is  located.  However,  the  Planning  Board 
may  authorize  or  require  smaller  or  larger  dimensions  as  it  fmds 
appropriate  to  address  public  interest  considerations,  such  as  but 
not  limited  to  the  preservation  or  improvement  of  neighborhood 
character,  historic  architectural  features  or  the  spatial  relationship 
between  buildings,  and  to  address  public  safety  and  health  con- 
cerns. 

8.7.2  The  Planning  Board  shall  consider  an  application  for  a  Special 
Permit  under  this  section  only  if  it  is  filed  before  or  within  1  year 
from  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  a  demolition  permit  by  the 
Building  Commissioner  or  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
fire  or  natural  disaster  which  caused  the  destruction  of  the 
BUILDING. 

8.7.3  The  number  of  DWELLING  UNITS  shall  not  be  increased  as  a 
result  of  reconstruction. 

8.7.4  The  Planning  Board  may  impose  conditions  and  require  plan 
changes  for  the  reconstruction  as  it  deems  appropriate  and  neces- 


sary to  fiirther  the  purpose  of  this  Bylaw,  including  but  not  limited 
to  conditions  and  changes  affecting  the  architectural  design  and 
layout  of  the  BUILDING,  garages,  driveways  and  other  improve- 
ments. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  HILL  moves  that  the  Town  amend  the  Acton  Zoning 
Bylaw  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  24*    CLARinCATION  OF  ZONING  BYLAW 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  4.4.4.2  of  the 
Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

a)  Delete  Sub-sections  a.,  b.  and  d.  in  their  entirety  and  replace  with  new  Sub- 
sections a.,  b.  and  d.  as  follows: 

a.  Minimum  TRACT  OF  LAND  area:  80,000  square  feet. 

b.  Minimum  TRACT  OF  LAND  FRONTAGE:  Fifty  (50)  feet, 
d.     Minimum  TRACT  OF  LAND  width:  Fifty  (50)  feet. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  that  the  Town  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaws  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  25         VAN  ACCESSIBLE  PARKING 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw 
as  follows: 

a)  Insert  at  the  end  of  Section  6.3.2  the  following: 

"In  addition,  any  parking  lot  which  is  open  to  customer  or  visitor  parking 
shall  include  at  least  one  van  accessible  parking  space.  Where  handicapped 
parking  is  required,  at  least  one  in  every  eight  handicapped  parking  spaces 
shall  be  a  van  accessible  parking  space.  Van  accessible  parking  spaces  shall 
be  8  feet  wide  and  be  located  adjacent  to  an  8  foot  wide  access  isle  where 
vehicle  parking  shall  not  be  permitted.  The  location  of  van  accessible 
parking  spaces  on  a  LOT  and  in  relation  to  a  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE 
shall  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural 
Access  Board  for  handicapped  parking  spaces.  The  minimum  vertical 
clearance  at  the  van  accessible  parking  space  and  along  at  least  one  access 
route  to  such  space  shall  be  98  inches.  Every  van  accessible  space  shall  be 
designated  and  marked  a  handicapped  parking  space  in  accordance  with  the 
requirement  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural  Access  Board  and  shall 
also  be  designated  "van  accessible"  with  a  sign  between  5  feet  and  8  feet 
above  ground." 

b)  Delete  in  Section  8.6  the  words  "handicapped  access  parking  spaces"  and 
replace  with  the  words  "handicapped  parking  spaces,  van  accessible  park- 
ing spaces". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  GIORGIO  moves  that  no  action  be  taken  on  Article 

25. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ARTICLE  26*         RELEASE  OF  INTEREST  IN 

REAL  ESTATE  -  WILLOW  STREET 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  release  the 
wn's  right,  title  and  interest,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  Old  Bottle  and  Can  Dump 
CD  Willow  Street  (parcel  3 13  on  Map  G-1  of  the  Town  Atlas)  to  the  successors 
in  title  of  John  H.  Watkins  for  the  sum  of  $1.(X)  and  reasonable  costs,  as 
determined  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  for  review  and  execution  of  the  deed.  The 
deed  is  to  be  subject  to  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  Town  Counsel,  deem  appropriate,  including,  without  limitation, 
agreement  by  the  purchaser  to  release  and  hold  harmless  the  Town  against  any 
future  liabiUty,  including  liability  for  environmental  cleanup  costs  arising  out  of 
the  lands  previous  use;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  27*  CHAPTER  90  HIGHWAY 

REIMBURSEMENT  PROGRAM 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds  a  sum  of  money  for  highway  improvements  under  the  authority  of  Chapter 
90  of  the  General  Laws  and  any  other  applicable  law,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD"  WHEN  PRESENTED  AS 
PART  OF  THE  CONSENT  CALENDAR. 

ARTICLE  28*  STREET  ACCEPTANCES 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  pubUc  ways  the  following  streets  or 
portions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or 
easement  in  said  streets  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the 
Order  of  Layout: 

In  the  AUTUMN  LANE  SUBDIVISION 

Autumn  Lane  -  from  the  northerly  sideline  of  Summer  Street  a  distance 
of  373  feet,  more  or  less,  in  an  northerly  direction  to  the  northerly  sideline  of  a 
64.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac  (including  the  cul-de-sac),  this  being  the  entire  Road. 

In  the  BUTLER  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 

Kinsley  Road  -  from  the  southerly  end  of  Kinsley  Road  as  a  Town  way  a 
distance  of 200  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  southerly  direction  to  a  dead  end,  this  being 
the  entire  road  in  the  Butler  Estates  subdivision. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MR.  MULLIN  moves  in  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  BY  VOICE  VOTE. 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  WAS  "HELD"  WHEN  PRESENTED  AS 
PART  OF  THE  CONSENT  CALENDAR. 

ARTICLE  29*     AMENDMENT  TO  NON-CRIMINAL  BYLAW 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  E45  of  the  Town  Bylaws 
(Non-Criminal  Disposition)  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 


Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Conservation  Commission-  Enforcing 
Person  -  Municipal  Properties  Director,  Conservation  Administrator  -  Fine 
$50.00,  each  offense. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  relating  to  use  of  land 
under  their  jurisdiction  -  Enforcing  Person  -Municipal  Properties  Director, 
Conservation  Administrator  -  Fine  $50.00,  each  offense. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Tree  Warden,  Enforcing  Person  -Municipal 
Properties  Director,  Conservation  Administrator  -  Fine  $50.00,  each  offense. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  amend  the  Town 
Bylaws  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  30*    RELOCATION  AND  LAYOUT  OF  A 
PORTION  OF  CHARTER  ROAD 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  Town  way  a  portion  of  Charter 
Road  from  Hayward  Road  a  distance  of  643  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  northerly 
direction,  as  relocated  and  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  a  plan 
on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk;  including  the  acceptance  of  the  land  and  easements 
shown  on  said  plan  from  the  Haartz  Corporation  and  described  in  more  detail  in 
the  Order  of  Layout, 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  31*  PIPER  ROAD  SIDEWALK  EASEMENT  -  DIGITAL 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Digital  Equipment 
Corporation  an  easement  for  sidewalk  purposes  partly  1 0  feet  wide  and  partly  1 5 
feet  wide  located  parallel  to  the  sideline  of  Piper  Road  and  described  in  a  grant 
to  the  Town  of  Acton  recorded  with  the  Middlesex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds  in  Book  21631,  page  320, 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  32*       CHARTER  ROAD  SIDEWALK 
EASEMENT  ■  FORDHAM 
(Miuority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Peter  G.  Fordham  and 
Susan  Wolf  Fordham  of  102  Charter  Road  an  easement  5  feet  wide  along  their 
frontage  on  Charter  Road  for  sidewalk  purposes, 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  33*    HIGH  STREET  EASEMENT  -  L&S  BUILDERS 
(Msyority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Lunn  and  Sweeney 
Corporation  an  easement  along  the  frontage  of  176, 180, 186, 190, 194, 198,202, 
204  and  206  High  Street  (Lots  117, 124, 125, 120, 121, 122,C-l.DandE-l)for 
sidewalk  and  drainage  purposes. 
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or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


Move  in  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  34*    ACCEPTANCE  OF  GIFTS  OF  LAND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  gifts  the  following  parcels  of 
vacant  land: 

1 )  From  Warren  F.  Birch  and  Barbara  A.  Birch  a  parcel  of  vacant  land  containing 
approximately  two  acres  and  shown  on  Town  Atlas  Map  F-2  as  Parcel  145, 
located  behind  486-496  Massachusetts  Ave.  (Great  Meadows)  for  general 
municipal  purposes. 

2)  From  Anthony  Castelline  two  parcels  of  vacant  land  containing  approximately 
4.5  acres  and  2.5  acres  respectively  and  shown  on  Town  Atlas  Map  F-2  as  Parcels 
1 22  and  1 50,  located  behind  492-500  Massachusetts  Ave.  (Great  Meadows)  said 
land  to  be  used  for  purposes  of  conservation  and  public  recreation  only. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Move  in  words  of  the  article. 


MOTION:  MRS.  TA VERNIER  moves  to  dissolve  the  annual  town 
meeting  at  11: 20  p.m. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

The  annual  town  meeting  is  dissolved. 

There  were  1003  registered  voters  at  town  meeting  on  Tuesday,  April  27, 

1993. 

The  tellers  at  these  meetings  were  Head  Teller,  William  Reich,  William 
Cady,  Ann  Chang,  Isabella  Choate,  Pamela  Collins,  Brewster  Conant,  Craig 
Fingerman,  Eldon  Fisher,  Jean  Foley,  Thomas  E.  Geagan,  Jr.,  Walter  George, 
Cornelia  Huber,  Robert  Huber,  David  James,  Maurice  Joyal,  Charles  Kadlec, 
Carol  Lake,  Maureen  McLaughlin,  Sandra  Masson,  Andrea  Miller,  Edwin 
Miller,  John  Ormsbee,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Donald  Perkins,  Paul  Poppert,  Catherine 
Reich,  Edwin  Richter,  Loretta  Roscoe,  Richard  Swenson  and  Raymond  Shamel. 

Articles  20, 21  and  29  of  the  General  By-laws  and  Articles  22, 23. 24,  and 
25  of  the  Zoning  By-laws  were  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  on  July  14, 
1993. 
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EDUCATION  REPORTS 


Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  School  Report 


As  you  will  see  from  the  report  which  follows,  to  which 
many  members  of  the  Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  staff  con- 
tributed, the  local  and  regional  schools  are  vital,  productive  and 
successful  organizations.  They  are  cost-conscious  and  entrepre- 
neurial schools  which  are  constantly  seeking  ways  to  provide 
better  education  to  their  students:  new  programs,  new  services, 
new  teaching  and  learning  strategies  —  all  on  a  continuously 
shrinking  budget. 

The  challenge  becomes  greater  each  year  as  the  resources 
available  for  the  school  effort  diminish.  This  year,  after  an 
override  loss  and  consequent  cuts  in  the  spring,  we  were  buoyed 
by  additional  funding  from  the  Educational  Reform  Act  of  1993. 
This  bill  is,  however,  not  an  unalloyed  blessing  since  it  has 
engendered  some  ill  feeling  between  the  town  and  the  schools. 
We  all  continue  to  work  together,  both  within  the  town  with  the 
Municipal  Forum  and  the  visioning  process,  and  within  the 
schools,  as  we  retain  our  pride  in  the  achievements  of  Acton  and 
Acton-Boxborough  students  and  staff.  We  also  continue  to  assess 
and  review  the  way  in  which  we  are  organized  and  provide 
services  to  be  efficient,  effective  and  excellent. 

CURRICULUM  AND  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT 

For  well  over  a  year  a  dedicated  group  of  administrators, 
teachers,  school  nurses,  counselors  and  parents  have  been  work- 
ing diligently  on  our  comprehensive  health  education  needs 
assessment.  This  task  force,  with  the  help  of  the  State's  Tobacco 
Tax  grant  money,  has  accomplished  a  great  deal,  including  the 
development  of  three  student  surveys  and  the  hiring  of  two  health 
educators.  We  were  most  fortunate  that  the  grant  money  paid  for 
the  professional  services  of  Jane  Nestel-Patt  of  Management  and 
Educational  Resource  Associates.  We  are  about  to  begin  an 
important  phase  of  the  K  -  12  health  education  review  process, 
which  will  give  us  the  information  we  need  to  develop  a  compre- 
hensive system-wide  health  education  program  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1994. 

After  we  have  the  survey  results,  we  plan  to  assemble  a  new 
broader-based  community  task  force  to  assess  the  results  and 
begin  the  long  process  of  curriculum  selection  in  the  many  areas 
of  health  education.  Professional  educators  will  meet  to  assemble 
the  curriculum,  and  teacher  training  will  be  offered  during  July 
and  August.  We  hope  to  pilot  the  new  curriculum  throughout  the 
system  in  the  1994-95  school  year. 

At  the  elementary  level  a  comprehensive  effort  was  begun 
in  the  evaluation  and  restructuring  of  the  social  studies  and 
mathematics  curriculum.  Both  of  these  efforts  involved  many 
teachers  in  both  system-wide  and  grade-level  meetings  under  the 
direction  of  Eileen  Sullivan  and  Debbie  Hess.  In  the  second  phase 


of  these  efforts,  teachers  will  be  constructing  detailed  curriculum 
frameworks  to  guide  future  curriculum  building. 

In  addition  to  the  system-wide  efforts  just  described,  a 
variety  of  individual  and  small  group-based  research  and  design 
projects  were  completed  and  are  summarized  below: 

•  Bill  Bemdt,  Rosemary  Bitzer  and  Armand  Swajian  of 
the  high  school  science  department  worked  on  two  R&D 
projects:  1)  researched  and  selected  an  up-to-date  biology  pro- 
gram for  average  students;  planned  and  organized  a  workshop  for 
teachers  of  average  biology  for  the  implementation  of  the  new 
program;  and  developed  requirements  and  classroom  procedures 
to  ensure  course  standardization;  and  2)  divided  the  Biology 
programs  (A,  AA,  H,  B)  into  two  semesters,  so  that  students  will 
take  exams  for  the  first  half  of  the  school  year  in  January  and  the 
other  half  of  the  school  year  in  June,  rather  than  one  final  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  They  selected  topics  to  be  covered  in  each 
semester  and  developed  mid-year  exams  and  final  exams  for  each 
level. 

•  William  Noeth,  Robert  Mahoney,  Judith  Fishman,  George 
Munroe,  Emma  Catalini,  Paul  Yansak,  Daniel  Dion,  Janet 
Maxwell,  Niki  Veley ,  Donna  Sims  and  Tom  Gagne  from  the 
high  school  math  department  continued  to  familiarize  them- 
selves with  the  software  now  available  on  the  NEC  comput- 
ers and  met  to  determine  how  best  to  integrate  the  software 
into  the  mainstream  math  courses. 

•  Rosemary  Dow,  Mary  Anderson  and  Rebecca  Hadden  from 
the  junior  high  math  department  developed  thematic 
projects  and  investigations  that  actively  involve  students  1) 
in  exploring,  conjecturing,  analyzing  and  applying  math- 
ematics in  both  a  mathematical  and  a  real  world  context;  2) 
in  the  use  of  appropriate  technology  for  exploration;  3)  in  the 
development  of  models  and  other  concrete  materials;  and  4) 
in  the  conununication  of  ideas  and  culminating  solutions. 

•  Charlene  Spaulding,  previously  the  Reading  Specialist  at 
Douglas  School,  familiarized  herself  with  the  curriculum 
goals  for  teaching  grade  1,  including  initial  planning  and 
selection  of  materials. 

•  Judy  Singer,  Diane  O'Hare  and  Rosie  Goulet  continued  to 
work  on  a  project,  "Free  to  Be  You  and  Me,"  to  develop  a 
format  for  a  pilot  program  addressing  the  issues  of  cultural 
and  racial  harmony  in  elementary  schools  and  to  develop  a 
curriculum  for  use  during  Racial  Awareness  Month. 

ENROLLMENT 

The  elementary  school  enrollment  from  October  1 , 1992  to 
October  1,1993  increased  from  2000  to  2125  (+125).  Tuition 
students  (now  "school  choice")  have  decreased  from  75  to  60  (- 
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15).  Kindergarten  enrollment  continues  to  increase  with  an 
additional  29  children  over  last  year's  class.  The  junior  high 
school  enrollment  has  grown  from  610  to  618  (+8)  with  an 
increase  of  15  (63  to  78)  "choice"  students.  The  high  school 
numbers  have  gone  from  1200  to  1238  (+38)  with  157  "choice" 
students,  up  from  127  (+30)  a  year  ago. 

PERSONNEL 

For  the  1 993-94  school  year  the  number  of  employees  new 
to  the  Acton  Public  and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School 
Districts  was  less  than  anticipated  due  to  the  failure  of  the  two 
overrides  to  Proposition  2  1/2  which  took  place  in  the  spring  of 
1993.  Due  to  the  June,  1993  retirement  of  four  APS  and  four 
ABRSD  teachers,  the  projected  leaves  of  absence  of  three  APS 
and  four  ABRSD  teachers,  and  the  resignation  of  other  teachers, 
ten  full-time  equivalent  new  teachers  were  hired  to  begin  in 
September,  1993.  "School  choice"  and  parent-donated  monies 
helped  keep  class  sizes  from  increasing  at  an  even  greater  rate. 
The  Merriam  School  reopened  with  eight  new  teachers  volun- 
teering to  transfer  to  this  new  organization.  A  new  superinten- 
dent, Dr.  Isa  Zimmerman,  joined  the  school  system  on  July  1 . 

Four  regional  teachers  began  the  school  year  working  in 
private  industry  as  part  of  the  extemship  program.  The  twelve 
teachers  who  participated  in  the  past  have  returned  to  our  schools 
with  new  knowledge  and  a  renewed  energy  for  working  with 
Acton-Boxborough  students. 

PUPIL  SERVICES 

The  elementary  counselors  have  been  very  active  this  past 
year,  working  with  classroom  teachers  to  implement  develop- 
mental guidance  units  within  the  classroom.  Counselors  and 
teachers  have  developed  units  on  conflict  resolution  techniques, 
listening  skills,  and  accepting  and  appreciating  diversity. 

The  Student  Assistance  Team  is  in  its  fourth  year  of 
existence.  The  team  was  developed  to  identify  students  who  may 
be  experiencing  significant  learning,  emotional,  or  health  and 
safety  problems.  Its  goal  is  to  provide  immediate  help  to  these 
troubled  students  by  referring  them  to  appropriate  resources 
within  the  school  and  in  the  community-at-large.  Referrals  may 
come  from  parents,  students,  administrators,  counselors,  teach- 
ers, or  concerned  conmiunity  members.  The  number  of  referrals 
has  increased  in  each  of  the  past  four  years.  The  team  members 
include  a  school  psychologist,  school  nurse,  community  Uaison, 
health  educator,  school  counselor,  special  educator  and  two 
classroom  teachers. 

School  choice  funds  have  made  it  possible  for  the  Counsel- 
ing Department  to  run  support  groups  for  children  of  alcoholics, 
children  of  divorced  or  separated  parents,  "at  risk"  students,  and 
students  new  to  the  system.  During  the  1992-93  school  year,  54% 
of  all  students  seen  for  counseling  on  a  regular  basis  were  seen  in 
groups,  as  compared  to  3%  in  1991-92. 


During  the  past  year  the  Pupil  Services  Departments 
(Counseling,  Health,  Reading,  Special  Education,  and  Speech 
and  Language)  continued  to  expand  their  relationships  with  area 
universities  (Fitchburg  State  College,  Lesley  College,  Tufts 
University,  Boston  University,  Boston  College)  by  providing 
practicum  and  student  intern  sites.  In  collaboration  with 
Simmons  College,  combined  regular  and  special  education  in- 
ternships were  offered  through  an  inclusion  model. 

Grants  continued  to  fund  many  professional  development 
courses  and  programs,  including:  a  three-day  Learning  Styles 
Workshop  with  Kathleen  Butler  for  classroom  staff  grades  4-6 
and  support  staff;  consultants  on  specific  techniques  that  rein- 
force successful  integration  experiences  for  students  with  diverse 
needs;  program-planning  time  between  special  and  regular  edu- 
cation staff;  summer  task  force  work.  One  such  task  force  on 
Attention  Deficit  Disorder  (summer,  1992)  made  recommenda- 
tions for  assessments,  resources  and  collaboration  between  phy- 
sicians and  school  staff  that  were  implemented  as  part  of  the 
TEAM  process.  The  Early  Childhood  Quality  Network  Grant 
provided  consultants  to  train  staff  on  developmentally-appropri- 
ate  practices  and  integration  of  young  children  with  special  needs 
into  a  regular  education  setting.  This  resulted  in  Department  of 
Education  Early  Childhood  accreditation  for  Acton's  kindergar- 
tens and  some  area  preschools. 

In  the  spring  the  students  of  Work  Study  and  Vocational 
Programs  at  the  high  school  hosted  a  breakfast  for  conmiunity 
employers  to  celebrate  the  successful  partnership  between  the 
business  community  and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School 
System.  Together  the  employers  and  school  staff  work  toward 
goals  that  are  essential  for  students'  self-confidence,  indepen- 
dence and  future  employ  ability. 

With  a  grant  from  The  United  Way,  the  ESL  Department 
at  the  high  school  implemented  an  adult  education  course  for 
local  residents.  Classes  were  held  twice  weekly  and  attended  by 
nine  adult  students  for  fifteen  weeks.  At  the  elementary  level 
several  conmiunity  outreach  events  were  held  to  encourage 
parental  involvement  in  the  schools,  including  International  Fun 
and  Games  Day,  a  multi-cultural  fair,  and  a  bulletin  board  in  the 
main  hall  to  post  notices  and  information. 

FACULTY  EXTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 

The  Faculty  Extemship  Program,  the  central  core  of  the 
school-business  partnership  program,  continued  in  the  1992-93 
school  year.  Five  members  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
School  staff  worked  in  challenging  assignments  at  MIT  Lincoln 
Laboratory,  Educators  Publishing  Services,  Inc.  and  The  Haartz 
Corporation. 

It  is  now  clear  that,  since  many  communication  and  orga- 
nizational skills  are  readily  transferable  to  a  new  setting,  these 
assigrmients  represent  a  significant  opportunity  to  continue  the 
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development  of  higher-order  professional  skills.  Teaching  pro- 
fessionals in  the  workplace  are  discovering  not  only  the  basic 
skills  but  the  thinking  skills  and  personal  quahties  sought  by 
employers. 

An  unanticipated  outcome  of  such  partnership  activities  is 
the  continued  growth  of  the  new  partnerships  of  equahty  and 
service.  For  each  of  the  three  years  that  we  have  been  members 
of  the  Steering  Committee  of  Project  Bridge  we  have  participated 
in  Polaroid's  internship  programs.  In  FY'92  Polaroid  continued 
to  offer  a  program  of  instruction  in  Total  Quality  Management 
training  to  members  of  the  Administrative  Council,  at  no  cost  to 
the  system. 

We  now  see  partnership  as  many-faceted  and  anticipate 
that  new  partnerships  of  equality  and  service  will  continue  to 
emerge  and  lead  to  a  new  synergy  for  re-examining  our  roles  as 
teachers  and  learners  in  a  continuously-changing  community. 

Of  particular  interest  in  a  budget  narrative  of  this  innova- 
tive and  unique  program  is  the  fact  that  the  combined  budget 
savings  for  FY  '93  and  '94  will  approximate  $50,000  after 
payment  of  all  expenses. 

FACILITIES  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

In  addition  to  normal  maintenance  procedures,  the  Dis- 
tricts have  been  involved  with  energy  conservation  projects  with 
both  Boston  Edison  and  Boston  Gas.  To  date  Boston  Edison's 
Energy  Conservation  Partnership  is  50%  complete.  Completed 
to  date  has  been  a  retrofit  of  gymnasium  hghts  at  McCarthy- 
Towne,  a  retrofit  of  fluorescent  fixtures  at  the  high  school,  and  a 
relamping  of  the  pool  facility.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  project 
will  reach  completion  by  summer.  Boston  Gas  is  presently 
accepting  bids  to  perform  related  conservation  measures  at  the 
Blanchard  Auditorium  and  the  McCarthy-Towne,  Gates  and 
Conant  Schools.  These  buildings  qualify  for  Boston  Gas'  me- 
dium facility  program.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  District  will 
receive  $223,727  in  energy  subsidies.  It  is  expected  that  the  large 
building  program  will  come  on-line  in  August,  1994,  at  which 
time  the  junior  and  senior  high  school  will  be  audited  for 
additional  conservation  measures.  As  is  the  case  with  both 
programs,  these  conservation  measures  are  subsidized  by  the 
utilities  with  no  cost  to  the  schools. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DIS- 
TRICT SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TRANSPORTATION 

Acton-Boxborough  Special  Education  Transportation 
(CASE  West  Transportation)  is  in  its  seventh  year  of  operation 
serving  the  CASE  West  communities.  The  Regional  School 
District  continues  to  provide  a  cost-effective  quality  transporta- 
tion system  for  special  needs  students  in  the  Acton/Boxborough 
schools  and  the  CASE  West  communities  of  Boxborough, 
Harvard,  Littleton,  Stow  and  the  Nashoba  Regional  School 


District.  The  School  District  and  the  Concord  Area  Speciall 
Education  Collaborative  have  been  iimovative  in  establishing! 
this  model  for  transportation  of  special  needs  students. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 

In  1993  the  Acton-Boxborough  Summer  School  once  ' 
again  grew,  both  in  number  of  students  participating  and  number 
of  courses  offered.  An  enrollment  of  287  students  represented  a 
17%  increase  at  the  secondary  level  and  a  40%  increase  at  the 
elementary  level.  The  school  was  directed  by  Ms.  Niki  Veley  and 
staffed  by  19  paid  personnel  and  12  graduate  school  interns  from  , 
the  University  of  Massachusetts  MESTEP  program.  Tuition 
receipts  were  up  30%  to  the  highest  amount  ever,  but  the  cost  to 
students  averaged  under  $2.75  per  hour  of  instruction,  making 
sunmier  school  an  educational  bargain. 

While  many  students  continued  to  take  courses  for  reme-  )i 
dial  purposes,  61%  of  the  classes  were  elected  for  enrichment,  u 
About  half  of  the  students  chose  to  take  more  than  one  course. 
There  were  1 10  students,  or  38%  of  the  enrollment,  from  other  .  • 
school  districts. 

THE  VISUAL  ARTS 

The  Visual  Arts  Department  participated  in  and  sponsored 
a  variety  of  exciting  events  this  past  year.  Students  had  an 
opportunity  to  work  with  visiting  artists,  visit  fine  art  museums, 
and  participate  in  an  impressive  K-12  arts  festival.  Throughout 
the  school  year  student  efforts  and  accomplishments  were  exhib- 
ited within  school  buildings,  the  system-wide  gallery,  and  the 
Acton  Memorial  Library.  Additional  enrichment  opportunities 
provided  at  the  secondary  level  included  after-school  art  clubs, 
"Art  All  State,"  and  selective  acceptance  in  advanced  courses 
offered  at  Boston  University.  A  significant  number  of  secondary 
students  also  received  outstanding  recognition  in  the  highly- 
competitive  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art  Award  Contest. 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Acton  Public  Schools  has  continued 
to  grow  and  is  anticipated  to  increase  until  1995,  resulting  in  the 
reopening  of  the  Merriam  School  and  increased  class  sizes 
throughout  the  system. 

As  a  result  of  the  override: 


•  The  excess  enrollment  has  made  it  necessary  to  form  multi- 
aged  classes  in  two  schools  to  keep  class  sizes  below  30  and 
ehminate  forced  transfers. 

•  The  eUmination  of  the  following  programs  and  services: 

1 .  remedial  reading  instruction  for  students; 

2.  kindergarten  art  program; 
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3 .  afternoon  and  evening  custodial  services  three  days  per 
week; 

4.  Language  Arts  Curriculum  Specialist  (1/2  time  posi- 
tion); 

5.  Elementary  Special  Education  Chairperson. 
There  has  been  the  reduction  of 

1.  E.S.L.  services; 

2.  Library  Coordinator  Services; 

3.  Special  Education  assistants. 

»  There  has  been  level  ftinding  of  all  school  materials  and 
supplies  for  the  third  consecutive  year.  Given  inflation  and 
increases  in  enrollment,  the  consequence  is  fewer  materials 
and  supplies  for  students. 

All  five  elementary  schools  -  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates, 
McCarthy-Towne  and  Merriam  -  have  experienced  similar  high- 
lights this  past  year.  Each  has: 

»  A  School  Council  as  required  by  the  Educational  Reform 
Act  of  1993. 

•  A  vital  parent  organization  that  plays  an  active  role  in  the  life 
of  its  school.  These  organizations  sponsored  numerous 
assembly  programs  that  enriched  their  school's  cultural  and 
aesthetic  life  with  musicians,  story  tellers,  and  other  per- 
formers. The  parent  groups  raised  funds  for  school-wide 
projects,  provided  volunteers  for  many  in-and-out-of-class 
activities,  tasks  and  services,  and  staffed  the  "Safe  Arrival" 
hotlines.  The  parent  groups  also  sponsored  school  newslet- 
ters and  other  activities. 

•  A  number  of  whole-school  events  such  as  an  orientation 
program  for  kindergarten  parents  and  children  as  the  school 
year  begins,  back-to-school  night  open  houses  in  the  fall,  and 
a  Memorial  Day  Program  in  the  spring. 

•  Students  who  use  computers  in  their  classrooms  as  well  as  at 
the  junior  high  computer  lab.  Computers  were  used  by 
students  in  the  writing/composing  process  as  a  way  to  enrich 
or  extend  learning  in  various  curricular  areas  and  to 
strengthen  their  learning  of  concepts  and  practice  of  skills. 

•  A  faculty  which  encouraged  students  to  be  actors,  singers, 
and  musicians  in  a  variety  of  performance  settings.  A  large 
number  of  students  in  grades  five  and  six  of  each  school 
participated  in  the  instrumental  band. 

•  A  faculty  which  participated  in  professional  development 
through  one  or  more  of  these  activities:  pursuing  formal 
course  work,  being  involved  in  system-wide  curriculum  and 
instruction  review  and  improvement  projects,  participating 
in  the  system's  professional  development  day,  and  attending 
professional  conferences  and  workshops.  In  addition,  many 
faculty  in  each  school  worked  with  student  teachers. 
Through  their  actions,  the  faculty  again  showed  that  they  are 
truly  committed  to  the  concept  of  being  "life-long  learners." 


•  The  physical  education  Project  Challenge  program  (a.k.a. 
Project  Adventure)  throughout  the  grades  and  some  sort  of 
activity/field/games  day  in  the  spring. 

•  A  reception  or  event  of  some  sort  to  celebrate  and  honor  the 
parents  and  volunteers  who  assisted  each  school  during  the 
school  year. 

Library/Media  Centers 

The  library  automation  process  has  begun  at  Conant  by 
converting  the  present  card  catalog  system  to  a  computer  data 
base. 

The  book  talks/exhibits  for  parents,  in  which  we  share  the 
new  books  and  discuss  trends  in  children' s  literature,  has  contin- 
ued. 

Compton's  Multimedia  Encyclopedia  on  CD-ROM  spent 
a  few  months  in  each  elementary  school  to  introduce  students  to 
methods  of  accessing  information  by  electronic  means. 

Drugs  and  Alcohol  Education  Programs 

The  DARE  program  continues  in  grades  4  and  6,  with 
funding  for  the  sixth  grade  program  coming  from  the  Acton 
Rotary. 

Professional  Development 

We  received  two  Conunonwealth  Inservice  Grants  from 
the  Department  of  Education  for  professional  development 
courses  integrating  math  and  science.  Approximately  70  elemen- 
tary school  teachers  and  specialists  participated  in  the  "Integrat- 
ing Math  and  Science"  and  "Problem  Solving  for  Math  and 
Science"  courses.  In  addition,  a  workshop  for  ten  teachers  about 
the  use  of  calculators  in  the  classroom  was  offered. 

Summer  workshops  in  math  were  offered  and  paid  for  with 
funds  from  the  D.D.Eisenhower  Grant  for  teacher  training  in 
math  and  science. 

We  offered  four  MCET  courses  —  "Devoted  to  Science," 
'Technology  in  the  Curriculum,"  "Portfolio  Assessment,"  and 
"Microcosmos." 

We,  together  with  EDCO  and  Tufts  University,  received  a 
grant  for  a  special  elementary  science  education  program  called 
"Understanding  How  Things  Work."  Five  elementary  teachers 
participated  in  the  project  and  took  apart  (unused)  toilets  and 
sinks  in  their  classrooms. 

We,  along  with  the  Science  Discovery  Museum,  received 
a  grant  from  CESAME  (Center  for  the  Enhancement  of  Science 
and  Mathematics  Education)  for  a  special  project  called  "Kids 
Design  for  Discovery  Students,"  and  teachers  experimented  with 
student-designed  discovery  projects  for  use  in  school  lobbies. 
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


Junior  High  School 

When  Raymond  J.  Grey  opened  in  September,  618  stu- 
dents had  registered,  including  77  school  choice  students  from 
the  surrounding  communities.  Having  choice  students  has  helped 
the  school  maintain  programs  that  otherwise  would  have  been  cut 
in  light  of  the  failure  of  the  override  in  the  spring  of  1993. 

Students  continued  to  be  involved  in  the  many  programs 
that  are  offered  at  the  junior  high.  Not  only  do  all  students  take  the 
traditional  courses,  but  most  round  out  their  schedules  with  a 
variety  of  electives.  Only  a  small  percentage  take  more  than  two 
study  halls  in  a  given  week,  an  indication  that  students  take  full 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered.  One  major  change  in  the 
elective  program  has  occurred  this  past  year;  the  traditional 
grades  have  been  dropped,  but  more  detailed  assessments  of 
students'  progress  are  being  reported  to  the  parents  and  the 
students.  This  has  resulted  in  less  emphasis  on  "the  grade"  and 
more  on  the  progress  being  made  in  any  particular  area  of  the 
offering. 

The  Student  Council  continues  to  involve  the  student  body 
in  a  variety  of  activities.  The  Appreciation  Days  for  secretaries, 
custodians  and  cafeteria  workers  has  helped  the  students  to  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  it  takes  a  lot  of  different  adult  roles  to  help 
create  a  successful  school  conununity.  The  Student  Council  has 
also  sponsored  such  significant  activities  as  a  food  drive,  a 
reception  for  students  new  to  the  school,  recycUng  efforts,  an 
anti-Utter  campaign,  support  for  efforts  to  improve  the  environ- 
ment, and  involvement  in  the  newly-formed  School  Council, 
which  was  mandated  by  the  School  Reform  Act  of  1993.  In  a 
similar  vein,  the  Environmental  Club  has  worked  to  improve  the 
Pratt  Brook  Conservation  area  in  South  Acton,  placed  bird 
houses  around  town,  participated  in  a  whale  watch,  and  donated 
time  and  money  to  improve  the  Acton  Arboretum.  Other  oppor- 
tunities for  students  include  Art  Clubs,  Yearbook  Committees, 
Gourmet  Club,  Chess  and  Board  Game  Club,  Jazz  Band,  field 
day  activities,  and  musical  productions. 

The  above  activities  in  no  way  reflect  the  extent  of  involve- 
ment of  our  students  but  do  illustrate  what  is  offered  to  students 
at  the  junior  high  in  addition  to  the  more  traditional  interscholas- 
tic  and  intramural  programs  that  remain  a  significant  part  of  the 
school  program. 

The  Raymond  J.  Grey  librarian  is  continuing  the  data  entry 
process  for  the  automated  catalog  and  circulation  system. 

Another  major  effort  is  underway  this  year.  A  sixteen- 
member  committee  involving  students,  parents  and  staff  will  be 
involved  in  the  process  of  selecting  a  new  principal  as  the  result 
of  the  retirement  of  Cliff  Card,  who  has  served  since  1974. 


Senior  High  School 

Staff  enthusiasm  and  support  for  increasing  professional 
development  opportunities  was  confirmed  by  the  response  to  a 
variety  of  courses  and  workshops  offered  during  the  year.  The 
formation  of  a  committee  to  identify  and  coordinate  programs 
responsive  to  faculty  interests  and  needs  continues  the  effort.  In 
addition  to  course  offerings  in  Learning  Styles,  faculty  partici- 
pated in  curriculum  projects  in  Physical  Education,  Biology  and 
Earth  Science;  technology  training  in  mathematics  and  foreign 
language;  and  three  collaborative  initiatives  between  English  and 
social  studies  teachers. 

The  library  staff  at  the  high  school  is  continuing  the  data 
entry  process  for  the  automated  catalog  and  circulation  system 
with  the  assistance  of  some  devoted  parent  volunteers.  The  target 
date  to  be  up  and  running  is  September,  1994. 

The  School  Choice  Program,  now  in  its  third  year  at 
ABRHS,  involves  a  total  of  1 50  students  from  30  conununities  as 
of  December.  A  total  of  62  prospective  students  participated  in 
Visitation  Days  during  the  1992-93  school  year. 

A  group  of  faculty  members  surveyed  community  needs 
and  staff  and  student  interest  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Conmiunity  Service  Program  at  the  high 
school. 

The  Counseling  Department  brought  in  conmiunity  speak- 
ers for  a  series  of  eight  career  presentations  in  addition  to  the 
annual  Career  Fair. 

The  School  Newspaper,  The  Spectrum,  competed  in  the 
23rd  newspaper  competition  sponsored  by  Suffolk  University, 
Department  of  Communication  &  Journalism.  TTte  Spectrum 
received  awards  in  the  following  categories:  Sports  Writing, 
third  place;  News  Writing,  third  place;  Editorial  Writing,  second 
place. 

The  Science  Mentoring  Program  continued  this  year  with 
eight  presentations  covering  a  wide  range  of  topics:  Energy  & 
Chemical  Reactions,  Health  Physics,  The  Art  of  Restoration, 
Inkjet  Printer  Technology,  Bone  Growth  Factors,  Echo  Cardio- 
grams, the  Evolution  of  Stars,  and  A  Murder  Mystery  -  A 
Genetics  Puzzle. 

Post  Secondary  Education  -  Of  the  260  members  of  the 
Class  of  1993,  246  (95%)  planned  to  pursue  some  sort  of  post- 
secondary  education.  Of  this  number,  89%  will  enroll  at  four- 
year  colleges  (the  highest  number  ever  recorded),  while  6%  will 
continue  their  education  at  two-year  schools,  technical  schools  or 
prep  schools.= 
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Standardized  Test  Results  -  Average  SAT  scores  for  1993 
seniors  again  exceeded  those  of  state  and  national  populations, 
rhis  is  significant  since  97%  of  A-B  students  take  the  SAT's, 
compared  to  the  state  average  of  8 1  %  and  the  national  average  of 
43%  taking  the  test. 

Seniors  scored  an  average  of  571  on  all  achievement  tests 
of  the  CEEB  as  compared  with  a  state  average  of  529  and  a 
national  average  of 562.  Fifty-eight  percent  of  our  graduates  take 
at  least  one  achievement  test,  while  only  about  19%  do  so 
nationally. 

A  record  number  (167)  of  juniors  and  seniors  took  a  total 
of  295  Advanced  Placement  Examinations  in  May,  1993.  Their 
performance  was  excellent.  The  average  score  was  3.92  (of  5)  vs. 
3.00  at  the  national  level.  Eighty-five  percent  scored  a  three  or 
better,  vs.  65%  nationally. 

National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  -  Eleven  members 
of  the  Class  of  1993  achieved  semi-finalist  recognition.  Twenty- 
four  others  received  Letters  of  Commendation. 

National  Honor  Society  -  Ninety-six  members  of  the  cur- 
rent senior  class  (32%)  have  distinguished  themselves  by  en- 
trance into  the  National  Honor  Society. 

National  Foreign  Language  Honor  Societies  -  In  1993 
thirty-two  ABRHS  students  distinguished  themselves  by  quali- 
fying for  membership  in  local  chapters  of  the  National  French, 
Spanish,  and  Latin  Honor  Societies. 

National.  Regional,  and  State  Foreign  Language  Competi- 
tions -  Jacob  Markish  and  Rachelle  DeGregory  placed  nationally 
in  the  1993  National  French  Contest;  six  other  students  were 
regional  finalists,  and  seven  others  placed  in  the  state.  Shawdee 
Eshghi  placed  first  in  Massachusetts  in  level  I  of  the  National 
Spanish  Exam;  eighteen  other  students  placed  statewide.  Alyssa 
Boyle  earned  a  magna  cum  laude  distinction  in  the  National  Latin 
Exam;  four  others  earned  cum  laude.  Shawdee  Eshghi  was  a  1993 
state  finalist  in  the  French  Language  Foundation  Contest. 

Academic  Decathlon  Team  -  In  its  fourth  year  of  competi- 
tion this  team  of  nine  regulars  and  28  alternates  placed  first  in  the 
preliminary  round  in  November,  1992,  first  in  the  alternate  round 
in  February,  1993  and  first  in  the  State  Finals  in  March,  1993.  The 
team  traveled  to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  where  they  competed  in  the 
National  Academic  Decathlon  Finals  against  teams  fi-om  46 
states  plus  the  District  of  Columbia.  There  the  team  had  a  very 
respectable  seventeenth  place  finish.  Ravi  Nanavati  was  the  high 
scorer  on  the  team  with  a  second  place  finish  in  the  nation  in 
mathematics  at  the  honors  level.  Brian  Kumnick  placed  third  in 
the  nation  in  mathematics  at  the  honor  level  and  Nathaniel  Stuntz 
placed  second  in  math  and  third  in  economics  at  the  Varsity  level. 
Clara  Chen  was  first  in  the  nation  in  Literature  at  the  Scholastic 
Level. 


Mathematics  Team  -  In  the  1 992-93  school  year,  this  team 
finished  third  in  state-wide  competition.  Seven  students  were 
finalists  in  the  nationally-administered  Annual  High  School 
Math  Exam:  David  Alpert,  Peter  Hess,  Alex  Johnson,  Brian 
Kumnick,  Ravi  Nanavati,  Becky  Neill,  and  Adam  Kenney. 

Science  Team  -  In  the  1992-93  school  year,  this  team 
finished  first  in  Massachusetts  and  went  on  to  the  National 
Science  Olympia  Competition  in  Pueblo,  Colorado.  Fifteen 
students  represented  Massachusetts,  covering  twenty-two  events 
of  science  and  engineering.  Margaret  Gardel  and  Luisa  Torrielli 
won  gold  medals  in  Qualitative  Analysis  and  received  $500 
scholarships.  Ravi  Nanavati  placed  fourth  in  Balancing  Equa- 
tions; Nataly  Neginsky  seventh  in  the  Metric  Estimation;  and 
Alex  Johnson  and  Dan  Levin  were  ninth  in  the  Road  Rally.  The 
Team  tied  for  twentieth  place  among  50  state  champions. 

Sports  -  The  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 
athletic  program  achieved  a  number  of  successes  and  continued 
its  high  rate  of  participation.  More  than  seven  hundred  student- 
athletes  competed  on  fifty  teams.  Several  teams  were  Dual 
County  League  Champions,  and  State  Championships  were  won 
in  Girls  and  Boys  Swimming.  The  Girls  Basketball  team  played 
in  the  Division  I  North  Championship  game. 

The  PTSO  provided  a  tremendous  amount  of  volunteer 
support  to  the  administration  and  faculty.  The  PTSO  also  pro- 
vided grants  for  student  enrichment  programs,  scholarships  to 
graduating  seniors,  and  sponsored  various  student  activities 
including  Project  Graduation,  the  all  night  party  for  graduating 
seniors  -  98%  of  the  class  of  1993  attended! 

Student  Internship  Program  -  During  1993,  twenty-five 
juniors  interned  with  staff  members  of  the  Town  Hall,  the  State 
House,  the  Superintendent's  office  and  the  local  elementary 
schools. 

Music  and  Performing  Arts  -  At  the  State  MICA  finals,  the 
marching  band  earned  a  silver.  In  addition,  thirteen  students  were 
selected  to  perform  in  the  concert  band,  jazz  band  and  chorus  at 
the  Northeastern  Senior  District  Music  Concert  in  January. 
Proscenium  Circus,  the  drama  club,  presented  a  haunted  house 
plus  five  productions,  including  student  plays  —  written  and 
directed  by  students  —  competitive  plays,  and  three  profession- 
ally-directed plays  —  The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner.  Antigone, 
and  Carousel. 

TECHNOLOGY  K-12 

Students  are  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  technologies 
throughout  their  school  career.  Every  student  does  a  great  deal  of 
writing  with  word  processing  software  on  a  variety  of  computers. 
With  the  aid  of  a  large  educational  software  collection,  students 
and  teachers  use  computers  to  reinforce  learning  experiences  in 
the  classroom,  to  do  problem-solving  and  research.  Five  com- 
puter labs  provide  students  with  outstanding  facilities  to  work  in 
large  group  settings. 
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Secondary  library-media  centers  are  equipped  with  com- 
puters, CD-ROM,  Laser  Disk  technology  and  modems  for  stu- 
dent research  and  other  curriculum-related  work.  Many  staff 
members  take  advantage  of  these  to  enhance  their  curriculum 
presentations. 

At  the  high  school  level,  courses  are  offered  in  PASCAL, 
BASIC  and  Advanced  Programming  and  Problem  Solving. 

A  satellite  dish  on  the  high  school  connects  all  of  the 
schools  to  the  Mass  LeamPike,  an  exciting  program  run  by  the 
Mass.  Corporation  for  Educational  Telecommunications.  A  wide 
variety  of  exciting  opportunities  in  interactive  video  and  distance 
learning  are  available  through  this  system. 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Program 
publishes  four  catalogues  per  year  listing  a  wide  variety  of 
courses  and  programs  for  children,  teens  and  adults.  Included  are 
classes  in  music,  dance,  art,  crafts,  languages,  business,  comput- 
ers, self-awareness  and  more.  During  1993,  9,000  persons  en- 
rolled in  the  more  than  800  classes  offered. 

Since  1986,  Community  Education  has  conducted  all  rec- 
reation programs  for  the  town  of  Acton.  Included  are  the  Pool  and 
Fieldhouse  Program  at  ABRHS,  Youth  Basketball  League,  Sum- 
mer Day  Camp,  sports  cHnics,  coaching  clinics,  swim  lessons. 
Youth  Swim  Team,  tennis  lessons,  down-hill  and  cross-country 
ski  lessons. 

The  Conmiunity  Education  Pre-School  Program  serves  as 
the  laboratory  for  the  Child  Development  curriculum  at  ABRHS. 
Twenty-one  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  work  in  the  program 
for  academic  credit  under  the  direction  of  the  Head  Teacher  and 
her  assistant.  The  Pre-School  serves  56  three-  and  four-year  olds 
each  year. 

An  Extended  Day  Program  for  children  in  grades  K  -  6  is 
also  located  at  ABRHS.  Extended  Day  provides  affordable,  high 
quality  before-  and  after-school  care  for  225  Acton  school 
children. 

A  Pre- Kindergarten  Program  is  offered  for  children  old 
enough  to  attend  public  school  kindergarten,  but  who  need  an 
extra  year  to  grow  and  develop  before  taking  that  big  step.  Pre- 
Kindergarten,  which  serves  20  five-year  olds,  is  located  at  the 
Conant  Elementary  School. 

Community  Education  also  administers  the  Driver  Educa- 
tion Program.  This  program,  begun  in  the  fall  of  1990,  had  an 
enrollment  of  274  students  for  1993. 

Community  Education  collaborates  with  Widening  Hori- 
zons to  provide  career  planning  and  job  counseling  services,  and 
with  DIAL  (Directions  in  Adult  Learning)  to  provide  English  as 
a  Second  Language  instruction. 


Finally,  Community  Education  coordinates  the  scheduling 
of  school  facilities  and  town  and  school  fields.  Interested  groups 
should  contact  the  Community  Education  staff  at  266-2525. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

The  information  presented  in  this  report  attests  to  the  I 
complexity  of  our  organization,  the  dedication  of  our  staff  and  the 
coherence  of  our  vision.  It  is  our  intention  to  continue  providing 
efficient,  effective  and  high-quality  services  to  our  communities 
and  to  seek  continued  financial  and  moral  support  for  our 
mission. 

i 

Isa  Kaftal  Zimmerman 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

on  behalf  of  the  School  Committees 


Bonnie  Geithner,  assisted  by  her  canine  helper, 
working  in  the  Butterfly  Garden. 
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Minuteman  Tech  is  proud  of  its  record  of  providing  high 
school  students  with  the  skills  they  need  to  be  successful  in 
college  and  in  the  work  force  and  providing  adults  with  the 
lifelong  learning  so  essential  to  their  career  success.  The  United 
States  Department  of  Education  recognized  this  excellence  by 
naming  Minuteman  Tech's  Electromechanical  Manufacturing 
Technology  and  Biomanufacturing  Technician  Training  pro- 
grams as  the  most  Outstanding  Vocational  Education  programs 
in  the  northeast  area  of  the  U.S.  Minuteman's  Biomanufacturing 
Technology  program  which  enjoys  a  100%  placement  record 
was  also  designated  the  number  one  training  program  in  the  area 
by  the  Massachusetts  Biotechnology  Research  Institute  and  the 
Massachusetts  Biotechnology  Council.  The  first  high  school 
graduates  of  the  program  are  currently  studying  biotechnology  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts/Lowell. 

In  1993,  twenty-three  Minuteman  staff  members  were 
trained  in  the  use  of  a  new  Total  Quality  Management  (TQM) 
curriculum  for  students.  By  June  of  1 995,  every  student  receiving 
a  diploma  will  have  completed  the  entire  curriculum.  This  will 
make  Minuteman  Science-Technology  High  School  one  of  the 
first  schools  in  the  nation  to  graduate  students  ready  to  use  TQM 
procedures  in  business  and  industry. 

Results  of  the  statewide  curriculum  testing  program  issued 
late  in  1992  showed  Minuteman  Tech  students  scoring  above 
students  from  all  of  the  other  technical  schools  in  the  state  in  all 
areas  tested.  These  included  reading,  mathematics,  science  and 
social  studies. 

In  June,  1993  Minuteman  Tech  was  notified  that  its  Auto- 
mobile Technician  training  program  had  earned  Master  certifica- 
tion from  the  National  Institute  for  Automotive  Service  Excel- 
lence. This  is  the  highest  level  of  achievement  recognized  by  the 
institute  and  indicates  that  all  eight  areas  in  the  program  meet 
strict  industry  standards.  In  his  congratulatory  letter,  ASE  Presi- 
dent Ronald  H.  Weiner  said,  "Many  educational  institutions 
strive  for  this  certification,  but  only  a  small  percentage  achieve 
it." 

In  recognition  of  the  school's  outstanding  Auto  Body 
Repair  program,  the  DuPont  Company  asked  Minuteman  Tech  to 
provide  state-of-the-art  training  for  1 10  paint  technicians  in  the 
Boston  area.  In  return,  the  company  donated  $26,000  in  equip- 
ment, computer  software  and  training  materials  to  Minuteman 
Tech  and  gave  a  group  of  students  and  staff  members  a  three-day 
intensive  training  session  at  the  National  DuPont  Training  Center 
in  Lionsville,  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  New  England  Flower  Show,  Minuteman  Tech 
Horticulture  students  continued  their  eight-year  unbroken  record 
of  winning  blue  ribbons  and  medals  for  the  excellence  of  the 
exhibits  they  design  and  build.  A  group  of  Minuteman  Tech 
Culinary  Arts  students  planned,  cooked  and  served  an  elaborate 


gourmet  meal  to  win  first  prize  in  Newbury  College's  1993  High 
School  Exposition.  Baking  student  Kari  Paulat  of  Bolton  spent 
40  hours  creating  an  elaborate  cake  which  won  first  prize  in  the 
American  Culinary  Foundation's  Best  Cake  of  New  England 
Competition.  It  included  gum  paste  sculpture  simulating  an 
ocean  scene. 

Nineteen  Minuteman  Tech  students  won  medals  in  the 
1993  state  Vocational  Industrial  Clubs  of  America  (VICA)  Skill 
Olympics.  Five  students  won  gold  medals:  Post-graduate 
Michael  Carey  of  Arlington  and  senior  Mike  Weatherbee  of 
Acton  in  Air  Conditioning/Refrigeration,  Tasha  Sevland  of  Ar- 
lington in  Child  Care,  Steven  Taliadouros  of  Dracut  in  Robotic 
Workcell  Technology  and  Post-graduate  Frank  Lepera  of 
Belmont  and  junior  Eric  Anderson  of  Arlington  in  Auto  Body 
Repair.  Eric  Anderson  went  on  to  win  the  silver  second  place 
medal  in  the  national  VICA  Skill  Olympics  held  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Sabra  Haywood,  head  of  Minuteman  Tech's  cosmetology 
department,  was  selected  to  receive  a  state  Multicultural 
Achievement  Award  for  1993  in  recognition  of  the  work  she  is 
doing  at  Minuteman  to  help  students  of  different  races  and 
cultures  understand  and  work  in  harmony  with  one  another. 

Minuteman  Tech  Child  Care  Center  Director  Karen  Talley 
was  appointed  Commissioner  of  the  National  Academy  of  Early 
Childhood  Programs.  The  Academy  is  a  division  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Education  of  Young  Children,  the  largest 
organization  of  early  childhood  professionals  in  the  United 
States. 

Minuteman  Tech's  1992-93  tennis  and  softball  teams  were 
Commonwealth  Conference  champions.  The  varsity  baseball 
team  qualified  for  the  Massachusetts  state  tournament.  Eric 
Anderson  of  Arlington  was  named  the  League's  Most  Valuable 
Player  in  Baseball,  and  Kristen  Daly  of  Arlington  was  named  the 
League's  Most  Valuable  Player  in  Softball.  The  school's  varsity 
soccer  team  won  the  1 993-94  Commonwealth  Conference  cham- 
pionship, and  star  player  Jeerson  Urizandi  of  Acton  was  named 
the  League's  Most  Valuable  Player. 

Again  during  1993,  middle  school  teachers  and  students 
from  all  Minuteman  Tech  district  towns  were  invited  to  spend  a 
day  in  Minuteman '  s  technology  labs  building  robots  and  learning 
about  careers  in  Technology.  Students  from  Arlington,  Belmont, 
Carlisle,  Dover,  Lexington,  Lincoln,  Needham,  Sudbury,  and 
Wayland  took  advantage  of  this  opportunity.  During  the  summer 
of  1993  students  and  teachers  from  Arlington,  Bolton,  Dover, 
Carlisle,  Concord,  Lexington,  Lincoln,  Needham  and  Sudbury 
accepted  the  invitation  (issued  to  all  district  schools)  to  spend  a 
week  participating  in  a  National  Science  Foundation  funded 
technology  manufacturing  seminar  at  Minuteman  Tech.  The 
Concord,  Carlisle,  Lincoln  and  Sudbury  middle  schools  have 
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now  joined  those  in  Bolton,  Lancaster  and  Stow  in  taking 
advantage  of  a  Minuteman  Tech  program  which  sets  up  Technol- 
ogy Learning  Centers  in  middle  schools  to  help  students  become 
better  acquainted  with  technology. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Lexington  Rotary  Club  and  the 
LEXHAB,  Minuteman  Tech  construction  students  have  now 
built  three  houses  in  Lexington.  All  of  these  homes  belong  to  the 
Town  of  Lexington  and  are  rented  to  low  income  families. 
Currently  the  students  are  building  a  third  house  on  school- 
owned  property  on  Mill  St.  in  Lincoln. 

During  the  past  year  three  new  members  joined  the  Minute- 
man  Tech  School  Committee:  Anita  M.  Ware  representing 
Bolton,  Nancy  Dowd  representing  Dover  and  Frances  Hyden 
representing  Stow.  The  Committee  thanks  former  members  Peter 
Stalker  (Bolton),  Thomas  Giblin  (Dover)  and  Mary  Cutler 
(Stow)  for  their  service. 


Carlisle  -  William  Churchill,  Vice-Chairperson 
(1994) 

Concord  -  Lawrence  D.  Lorah  (  1995) 
Dover  -  Nancy  Dowd  (1996) 
Lancaster  -  Fred  A.  Reed  (1994) 
Lexington  -  Nyles  N.  Bamert,  Chairperson 
(1996) 

Lincoln  -  Harold  A.  Levey,  Jr.,  Secretary  (1995) 
Needham  -  Kenneth  D.  Mullen,  Jr.  (1995) 
Stow  -  Frances  Hyden  (1996) 
Sudbury  -  Glen  L.  Noland  (1995) 
Wayland  -  Elaine  Sweeney  (1996) 
Weston  -  John  M.  Tucker(1996) 
THE  MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL 
VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Acton  -  Robert  Wiltse  ( 1994) 
Arlington  -  John  P.  Donahue  (  1994) 
Belmont  -  Herbert  M.  Yood  (  1995) 
Bolton  -  Anita  M.  Ware  (1996) 
Boxborough  -  Kenneth  Whitcomb  (1994) 


MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

OPERATING  FUND 
COMPARISON  OF  BUDGET  TO  ACTUAL 
JUNE  30, 1993 
(UNAUDITED) 


Financia 

FY  92       Management       Actual/  Budget 
Revenues  Actual        Plan  FY  93     Encumbered  ProjectedTransferReceiptsAvanable(Over)Under 


Assessments 

5,578,995 

6,193,550 

6,193,550 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Chapter  70 

1,573,199 

1,573,199 

1,573,199 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Transport.Ch.71-16C 

543,484 

525,000 

479,675 

0 

0 

0 

-45,325 

0.00% 

Reg.Aid-Ch.71-16D 

414,535 

414,535 

414,535 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Other 

291,767 

104,491 

104,491 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Approp.From  Surplus 

388,027 

481,580 

481,580 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Tuition 

779,400 

766,427 

766,427 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Total  Revenues 

9,569,407 

10,058,782 

10,013,457 

0 

0 

0 

-45,325 

-0.45% 

Expenses 

00  Reserve 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

01       Building  Trades 

79,521 

84,168 

77,064 

0 

40 

411 

7,555 

8.98% 

02      Commercial  Services  15,898 

15,830 

20,966 

0 

4,485 

1,100 

449 

2.84% 

03  Electronics 

22,311 

23,768 

24,104 

0 

0 

15 

-321 

-1.35% 

04  Graphics 

89,476 

88,892 

87,377 

0 

0 

0 

1,515 

1.70% 

05       Health  Instructions 

24,060 

24,700 

22,596 

0 

0 

0 

2,104 

8.52% 

06      Metal  Fabrications 

38,022 

39,471 

42,669 

0 

0 

24 

-3,174 

-8.04% 
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07 

Power  Mechanics 

29,386 

18,135 

25,091 

0 

0 

0 

-6,956 

-38.36% 

08 

Technology 

19,277 

21,435 

20,690 

0 

0 

0 

745 

3.48% 

09 

Afternoon  Program 

15,046 

13,870 

13,015 

0 

0 

595 

1,450 

10.45% 

10 

Regional  Occupation 

94,729 

9,930 

79,748 

0 

-600 

71,180 

762 

7.67% 

15 

Drafting 

6,147 

8,480 

8,094 

0 

0 

0 

386 

6.00% 

20 

ROTC 

2,845 

3,000 

3,873 

0 

0 

0 

-873 

—29.10% 

21 

Communications 

12,820 

12,750 

13,039 

0 

600 

30 

341 

2.67% 

22 

Human  Relaions 

4,841 

4,255 

4,866 

0 

0 

0 

-611 

-14.36% 

23 

Mathematics 

12,123 

14,460 

10,694 

0 

-4,320 

559 

5 

0.03% 

24 

Science 

23,562 

23,970 

23,593 

0 

0 

263 

640 

2.67% 

25 

Physical  Education 

4,566 

9,690 

6,701 

0 

0 

0 

2,989 

30.85% 

26 

Athletics 

60,318 

81,750 

69,402 

0 

0 

321 

12,669 

15.50% 

27 

Business  Instruction 

6,385 

4,550 

4,193 

0 

0 

0 

357 

7.85% 

28 

Foreign  Language 

1,341 

1,300 

1,024 

0 

0 

0 

276 

21.23% 

29 

Art 

9,072 

9,150 

8,821 

0 

0 

0 

329 

3.60% 

30 

Music 

465 

500 

483 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0.00% 

31 

Driver  Education 

8,426 

500 

1,375 

0 

0 

0 

-875 

-175.00% 

51 

Instruc.  Resources 

49,496 

53,481 

53,210 

0 

30 

545 

846 

1.58% 

52 

Pupil  Support 

26,012 

36,125 

28,062 

0 

-3,481 

0 

4,582 

12.68% 

71 

Principal 

70,542 

77,750 

81,024 

0 

3,600 

225 

551 

0.71% 

72 

Voc.  Co-ordinator 

23,846 

7,650 

7,543 

0 

0 

189 

296 

3.87% 

73 

Computer  Services 

34,696 

38,255 

31,223 

0 

0 

0 

7,032 

18.38% 

74 

Dean 

2,533 

2,400 

2,383 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0.71% 

75 

District  Programs 

3,855 

4,900 

4,716 

0 

0 

0 

184 

3.76% 

75 

Legal  Fees 

27,361 

20,000 

18,105 

0 

0 

0 

1,895 

9.48% 

75 

Audit  Fees 

23,400 

25,000 

25,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

76 

Superintendent 

4,496 

4,650 

3,954 

0 

0 

0696 

14.97% 

77 

Planning/Academics 

50,937 

65,260 

64,703 

0 

0 

82 

639 

0.98% 

78 

Business  Office 

17,922 

10,750 

14,358 

0 

0 

13 

-3,595 

-33.44% 

78 

Risk  Insurance 

117,755 

119,800 

115,605 

0 

0 

2,224 

6,419 

5,36% 

78 

Retire/Employee  Bnft  1,087 ,731 

1,197,702 

1,140,606 

0 

62,836 

31,751 

151,683 

12.66% 

79 

Transportation 

634.981 

654,664 

564,679 

0 

0 

0 

89,985 

13.75% 

80 

Cafeteria 

3,049 

1,100 

606 

0 

0 

136 

630 

57.27% 

81 

Operations  &  Maint.  645,208 

777,500 

710,804 

0 

0 

4,783 

71,479 

9.19% 

82 

Equipment  Purchases  198,823 

162,779 

168,004 

0 

3,970 

1,078 

-177 

-0.11% 

82 

Debt  Management 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

NA  Salaries  5,892,255 

6,284,462 

6,197,803 

0 

3,481 

12,577 

102,717 

1  Clot 

1.63% 

Total  Expenses  9,495,535 

1  (\  n^Q  TOT 

y,oui,<$oD 

r\ 

u 

70,641  128,101 

Excess  of  Revenues 

73,872 

0 

211,591 

0 

70,641  128,101 

410,333 

4.08% 

Transfer  Frm  Enterprise 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.00% 

Transfer  To  T&A 

0 

u 

U 

u 

0 

0 

U 

Excess  Revenues 

73,872 

10,058,782 

211,591 

0 

70,641  128,101 

410,333 

A  t\OfJT 

4.08% 

Enrollment  October  1, 1991 

Lancaster 

6 

5 

3  6 

10 

30 

Lexington 

8 

5 

11  8 

13 

45 

TOWN         95  94 

93 

92     PG  TOTAL  Lincoln 

0 

1 

3  3 

1 

8 

Needham 

7 

11 

13  7 

9 

47 

Acton 

9  9 

15 

8  14 

Stow 

4 

3 

14  10 

1 

32 

Arlington       40  53 

33 

38  36 

Sudbury 

2 

4 

12  11 

6 

35 

Belmont          8  7 

5 

8  9 

^'^  Wayland 

3 

6 

5  1 

5 

20 

Bolton 

1  5 

1 

1  0 

^  Weston 

0 

3 

3  0 

0 

6 

Boxborough      4  2 

2 

0  1 

^  Tuition 

22 

35 

34  30 

13 

134 

Carlisle           3  1 

3 

0  0 

7 

Concord          8  2 

nnv<»r                 n  1 

4 

9 

8  4 
1  n 

2^  TOTAL 

A 

125 

153 

163  140 

122 

703 

Enrollment  October  1, 1992 


MINUTEMAN  TECH 


TOWN 

96 

95 

94 

93 

PG  TOTAL 

Acton 

13 

10 

9 

13 

6 

51 

Arlington 

35 

39 

56 

29 

187 

1  O  / 

Belmont 

9 

8 

6 

6 

7 

* 

36 

Bolton 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

9 

Boxborough 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

15 

Carlisle 

0 

3 

0 

2 

1 

6 

Concord 

6 

7 

1 

4 

3 

21 

Dover 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Lancaster 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

14 

Lexington 

12 

9 

6 

11 

9 

47 

Lincoln 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Needham 

9 

5 

10 

8 

7 

Stow 

3 

4 

4 

15 

1 

27 

Sudbury 

4 

4 

4 

8 

6 

26 

Wayland 

J, 

o 

A 

3 

18 

Weston 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

Tuition 

56 

34 

38 

33 

22 

183 

TOTAL 

157 

134 

156 

145 

99 

691 

Enrollment  October  1, 1993 

TOWN 

97 

96 

95 

94 

PG  TOTAL 

Acton 

2 

9 

10 

7 

13 

41 

Arlington 

36 

30 

35 

46 

25 

172 

Belmont 

5 

9 

9 

5 

7 

35 

Bolton 

0 

1 

0 

6 

1 

8 

Boxborough 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

14 

Carlisle 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

10 

Concord 

10 

4 

5 

1 

6 

26 

Dover 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Lancaster 

9 

1 

5 

4 

1 

20 

Lexington 

2 

10 

9 

7 

17 

45 

Lincoln 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

Needham 

9 

9 

5 

9 

8 

40 

Stow 

9 

4 

3 

5 

2 

23 

Sudbury 

4 

4 

4 

3 

9 

24 

Wayland 

3 

3 

-5 
J 

D 

3 

18 

Weston 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Tuition 

80 

70 

45 

41 

47 

283 

TOTAL 

177 

160 

138 

148 

148 

771 

CLASS  OF  1993 


Johnathan  Bimbo 

Acton 

Welding 

Michael  Donovan 

Acton 

Auto  Mechanics 

Janet  Eichhom 

Acton 

Graphic 

Communications 

Kelli  Hoy-Robinson 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

Sharon  McLatchy 

Acton 

Child  Care 

Michelle  Morse 

Acton 

Retail  Merchandising 

Traci  Newcomb 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

Richard  Pintabona,  Jr. 

Acton 

Welding 

Jill  Ringwood 

Acton 

Cosmetology 

Rodolfo  Urizandi  Jr. 

Acton 

Auto  Body 

Michael  Weatherbee 

Acton 

Heating,  Ventilation  & 

Air  Conditioning 

Theodore  Welch 

Acton 

Drafting 

Johnathan  Wise 

Acton 

Auto  Body 

Old  fashioned  German  Iris,  in  use  in  the 
United  States  since  colonial  days. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORTS 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


This  report  covers  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1993.  Included  is  tlie  com- 
bined balance  sheet  of  all  fund  types,  the  combined  statement  of 
revenues,  expenditures,  and  changes  in  fund  equity  for  all  gov- 
ernmental fund  types  and  expendable  trust  funds,  and  the  com- 
bined statement  of  revenues  and  expenditures  on  a  budgetary 
basis  for  the  general  and  special  revenue  funds  (budget  and 
actual). 


The  fmancial  records  of  the  Town  of  Acton  for  the  period 
ended  June  30,  1993,  were  audited  by  independent  auditors. 
Brown  and  Barrett.  Detailed  information  on  the  Town' s  accounts 
is  available  for  viewing  in  the  Finance  Department  office  at  the 
Town  Hall. 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 
Town  Accountant 


TRUST  FUNDS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ACTON 
FUND  BALANCES 
JUNE  30, 1993 

Name  7/1/92  New     Interest         Expenditure  6/30/93 

Balance       Principal  Income  Balance 


Trust  Fund#l 


CT5 

BETSY  M  BALL 

10,095.26 

10,095.26 

BT5 

BETSY  M  BALL  INC. 

58,558.99 

4,630.41 

22,221.56 

40,976.84 

CT28 

VARNUM  TUTTLE  MEMO 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

BT28 

VARNUM  TUTTLE  MEMO  INC. 

52,025.55 

4,075.85 

250.00 

55,851.40 

CT  16 

ELIZABETH  M  WHITE 

25,000.00 

25,000.00 

BT  16 

ELIZABETH  M  WHITE  INC. 

10,600.01 

2,685.36 

6,719.36 

6,566.01 

CT  18 

GEORGE  E  WHITNEY 

14,073.70 

14,073.70 

BT  18 

GEORGE  E  WHITNEY  INC 

8,754.22 

1,553.03 

10,307.25 

Total  Trust  Fund  #  1 

189,107.73 

0.00  12,944.65 

29,190.92 

172,861.46 

Trust  Fund  #2 

CT  3 

GEORGE  T  AMES 

465.49 

465.49 

BT  3 

GEORGE  T  AMES  INC 

699.16 

77.85 

85.00 

692.01 

CT  4 

ARLETTE  APPLEYARD 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

BT  4 

ARLETTE  APPLEYARD  INC 

3,524.95 

370.84 

272.00 

3,623.79 

CT24 

LUKE  BLANCHARD 

2,419.24 

2,419.24 

BT24 

LUKE  BLANCHARD  INC 

4,439.95 

456.89 

311.00 

4,585.84 

CT  7 

A  B  CONANT  FAMILY 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT  7 

A  B  CONANT  FAMILY  INC 

2,136.99 

212.40 

225.00 

2.124.39 

CT  10 

DR  ROBERT  I  DAVIS 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT  10 

DR  ROBERT  I  DAVIS  INC 

2,137.01 

211.04 

165.00 

2.183.05 

CT  11 

MARTHA  L  DESMOND 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

BT  11 

MARTHA  L  DESMOND  INC 

5,507.62 

565.49 

498.00 

5,575.11 

CT20 

FRANK  C  HAYWARD 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT20 

FRANK  C  HAYWARD  INC 

4,972.81 

394.75 

106.00 

5,261.56 

CT21 

HOIT  &  SCOTT 

500.00 

500.00 

BT21 

HOIT  &  SCOTT  INC 

953.41 

98.35 

94.00 

957.76 

CT27 

SUSAN  NO  YES  HOSMER 

102,238.95 

102.238.95 

CT27 

SUSAN  NOYES  HOSMER  INC 

126,361.73 

15.338.45 

14,514.92 

127.185.26 

CT34 

JENKS  FAMILY 

142,176.26 

142,176.26 

BT34 

JENKS  FAMILY  INC 

106,241.12 

16,717.33 

13,887.30 

109,071.15 

CT36 

ERNEST  C  JONES 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT36 

ERNEST  C  JONES  INC 

975.58 

133.18 

136.00 

972.76 

CT23 

FRANK  R  KNOWLTON 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

81 


1,538. 
372.3 
955.4 
178,259.9 
151,384 
369,392 
54,207.731 
2,000 
4,283 

700.00g 
6,520.32 
1,000.00 
1,612.54 
1,500.001 
2,469.101 
2,500.00 
10,173.47 
21,210.08 
68,223.17 
2,000.00 
2,157.62 
2,500.00 
4,813.04 
3,000.00 
13,759.87 
10,000.00 
60,399.22 
1,500.00 
1,380.23 

Total  Trust  Fund  #  2  1,459,654.39  32,772.00     96,341.53        88,922.47  1,499,845.45 

Trust  Fund  #3 


B  T  23 

FRANK  R  KNOWLTON  INC 

1,551.01 

172.79 

185.00 

CT22 

MRS  HARRY  ONEIL 

372.39 

B  T  22 

MRS  HARRY  ONEIL  INC 

909.80 

84.69 

39.00 

CT  6 

PERPETUAL  CARE  (OLD) 

178,259.92 

B  T  6 

PERPETUAL  CARE  INC  (OLD) 

152,377.02 

22,586.64 

23,579.00 

CT  5 

T^T^  r»  T^T^T'T  TAT            A  T~>  T"*   /XTT^^T  r\ 

PERPETUAL  CARE  (NEW) 

336,620.00  32,772.00 

BT  5 

T^T^T^  T\r^T^¥  TAT              A  T^  T~'   TX  T^^    /"X  I  I  J\ 

PERPETUAL  CARE  INC  (NEW) 

57,999.19 

24,759.79 

28,551.25 

C  T  26 

¥TT^XTT\Xy    O           A  X  7^  *^^X  TTX           A  T^  T^ 

HENRY  S  RAYMOND  CARE 

2,000.00 

B  T  26 

T  1  I'  'X  TT\  X7  O  r\  A  X/X  *^^XTT~\          A  r»  T"*  TXT^^ 

HENRY  S  RAYMOND  CARE  INC 

4,309.38 

424.80 

451.00 

CT25 

TTT^XTT^X/   O   T\  A            >f/*\XTT~*  X  *^^XT¥  TX  *T^XTT^ 

HENRY  S  RAYMOND  MONUMENT 

700.00 

B  T  25 

¥  TT^XTT*  XT'   O  T^  A  X Tlk.  */~VX  TT^  X  * /^X  T¥  TX  JTT^XTT^  TXT^^ 

HENRY  S  RAYMOND  MONUMENT  INC 

6,100.49 

439.83 

20.00 

CT  12 

•f— 1 Y    T^¥^Tl^/^¥^    »  /~VX  T"l~"  O         /~\T~*  "T*  TX  T  O    O     T~\T^  O 

ELBRIDGE  JONES  ROBBINS  &  DESC 

t  f\f\r\  f\f\ 

1 ,000.00 

B  T  12 

ELBRIDGE  J  ROBBINS  &  DESC  INC 

1,551.43 

172.11 

111.00 

CT  13 

ELBRIDGE  J  ROBBINS  LOT  WOODLAWN  1 ,500.00 

B  T  13 

ELBRIDGE  J  ROBBINS  LOT  WDLN  INC 

2,387.53 

261.57 

180.00 

C  T  14 

CAPTAIN  ROBBINS  LOT  WOODLAWN 

2,500.00 

B  T  14 

CAPT  ROBBINS  LOT  WDLN  INC 

9,686.19 

794.28 

307.00 

CT  15 

ETH  R  &  FRED  ROB  &  GEO  T  AMES 

21,210.08 

B  T  15 

ETH  R  &  FRED  ROB  &  G  T  AMES  INC 

66,204.74 

5,755.93 

3,737.50 

C  T  35 

MARY  E  SMITH 

2,000.00 

B  T  35 

MARY  E  SMITH  INC 

2,180.20 

283.42 

306.00 

CT31 

SARAH  A  WATSON 

2,500.00 

CT31 

SARAH  A  WATSON  INC 

4,665.65 

477.39 

330.00 

C  T  33 

CURRIE  F  WELLS 

3,000.00 

CT33 

CURRIE  F  WELLS  INC 

12,873.83 

1,036.04 

150.00 

C  T  29 

J  ROLLAND  WETHERBEE 

10,000.00 

C  T  29 

J  ROLLAND  WETHERBEE  INC 

56,549.91 

4,318.31 

469.00 

C  T  19 

GEORGA  G  WHITNEY 

1,500.00 

CT  19 

GEORGA  G  WHITNEY  INC 

1,395.36 

197.37 

212.50 

CT  1 

ACTON  HIGH  SCH  CONNANT  FD 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

BT  1 

ACTON  HIGH  SCH  CONNANT  FD  INC 

310.76 

295.03 

605.79 

CT70 

MARK  CLAPP  MEMORIAL 

1,142.00 

1,142.00 

BT70 

MARK  CLAP  MEMORIAL  INC 

225.72 

92.20 

317.92 

CT72 

CHARLOTTE  CONANT 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

BT72 

CHARLOTTE  CONANT  INC 

336.70 

129.08 

767.10 

(301.32) 

CT74 

MINNE  DAVIS 

336.50 

336.50 

BT74 

MINNE  DAVIS  INC 

100.07 

29.37 

129.44 

CT76 

HIRAM  J  HAPGOOD 

200.00 

200.00 

BT76 

HIRAM  J  HAPGOOD  INC 

338.42 

35.51 

373.93 

CT78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT78 

SUSAN  &  LUTHER  CONANT  INC 

3,126.53 

269.77 

54.50 

3,341.80 

CT90 

KATHERINE  M  KINSLEY 

9,461.75 

9,461.75 

BT90 

KATHERINE  M  KINSLEY  INC 

3,699.89 

943.84 

622.14 

4,021.59 

CT80 

MILDRED  P  MOORE 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

BT80 

MILDRED  P  MOORE  INC 

2,762.49 

316.89 

649.79 

2,429.59 

CT82 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  PLANTERS 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT82 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY  PLANTERS  INC 

1,464.50 

165.96 

180.25 

11,450.21 

CT84 

NEWELL  B  TAINTER 

11,606.54 

11,606.54 

BT84 

NEWELL  B  TAINTER  INC 

5,603.55 

1,133.71 

1,087.80 

5,649.46 

CT86 

LUKE  TUTTLE 

200.00 

200.00 

BT86 

LUKE  TUTTLE  INC 

753.72 

61.47 

815.19 

CT  17 

GEORGIA  E  WHITNEY  MEMO 

15,000.00 

15.000.00 

BT  17 

GEORGIA  E  WHITNEY  MEMO  INC 

4,474.61 

1,350.88 

3,163.60 

2,2661.89 
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I 


C  T  88     WILLIAM  A  WILDE 
B  T  88     WILLIAM  A  WILDE  INC 


9,000.00 
5,385.66 


1,021.70 


661.89 


9,000.00 
5,745.47 


Total  Trust  Fund  #  3 

85  029  41 

0.00 

5,845.41 

7,187.07 

83  687  75 

Trust  Fund  #4 

CT2 

ACTON  FIREMENS  RELIEF 

9  830  00 

9  830  00 

1  BT2 

ACTON  FIREMENS  RELIEF  INC 

81  265  97 

5,880.91 

87  146  88 

CT  37 

ACTON  YOUTH  PROGRAMS 

21  074  00 

21  074  00 

BT37 

ACTON  YOUTH  PROGRAMS  INC 

4,316.84 

1,767.48 

1,946.10 

4,138.22 

BT9 

CONSERVATION  FUND  INC 

19,412.54 

1,235.46 

20  648  00 

y\J^T  U  •  \J\J 

BT41 

DRUM  TRICENTENL\L  INC 

420.52 

26.64 

447.16 

CT40 

JAMES  E  KINSLEY 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

BT40 

JAMES  E  KINSLEY  INC 

2,714.20 

239.72 

2,953.92 

BT32 

WEST  ACTON  FIREMANS  RELIEF  INC 

7  850  10 

506.75 

8  356  85 

Total  Trust  Fund  #  4 

147  884  17 

0.00 

9  656  96 

I  946  10 

155  595  03 

Trust  Fund  #5 

C 

CHARLOTT  L  GOODNOW 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

B 

CHARLOTT  L  GOODNOW  INCOME 

219.10 

183.72 

219.10 

183.72 

Total  Trust  Fund  #  5 

3,219.10 

0.00 

183.72 

219.10 

3,183.72 

Grand  Totals 

1,884,894.80 

32,772.00 

124,972.27 

127,465.66 

1,915,173.41 

Tree  Swallows  on  insect  patrol  in  the  area  adjacent  to  the  Butterfly  Garden. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  BALANCE  SHEET 
ALL  FUND  TYPES  AND  ACCOUNT  GROUP 

JUNE  30, 1993 

Proprietary  Fiduciary 
Governmental  Fund  Types  Fund  Types         Fund  Types 


Special  Capital  Internal  Trust  and 

ASSETS  ANDOTHER  DEBTS:  General  Revenue  Projects  Service  Agency 


Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents 
Investment 

Investment  in  Deferred 
Compensation  Plan 

RECEIVABLES: 

Property  Taxes 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Other  Excise  Taxes 
Tax  Titles 
Departmental 

OTHER  ASSETS 

Amount  to  be  Provided  For 
Retirement  of  General 
Long-Term  Obligations 

Total  Assets  and  Other  Debts 

LIABILITIES,  FUND  EQUITY 
AND  OTHER  CREDITS: 

Accounts  Payable 

Payroll  Withholding  Payable 

Other  Liabilities 

Compensated  Absences 

Deferred  Compensation  Payable 

Reserve  for  Abatements 

Deferred  Revenue 

Notes  Payable 

Bonds  Payable 

Total  Liabilities 

FUND  EQUITY: 

Retained  Earnings: 
Unreserved 
Fund  Balances: 
Reserved: 
Encumbrances 
Endowments 
Utu-eserved: 
Designated 
Undesignated 
Total  Fund  Equity 
Total  Liabilitie 
Fund  Equity 
And  Other  Credits 


4,518,002 


2,282,579 


46,180  1,067,987 


668,359 
155,410 

49.061 
872,479 

20,633 

17,891 


1,199,491 
195,355 
1,141 


104,992 
1,609,178 


3,110,157 


3,191,678 


51,717 


421,606 


95,500 


13,919 


51,717 


143,300 


147,217 


143,300 


13,919 


1,475,674 


2,084,600  65,584 

859,203  2,121,495  (97,120) 
247,875 


1,663,548 
1,577,014 

672,522 


14,434 


6,301,835        2,334,296        46,180       1,489,593  3,917,518 


245 
550,524 
672,522 
14,434 

1,237,725 


1,004,254 
1,675,539 


2,187,079      (97,120)       1,475,674  2,679,793 


6,301,835        2,334,296        46,180       1,489,593  3,917,518 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AND  CHANGES  IN  FUND  EQUITY 
ALL  GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES  AND  EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1993 


REVENUES: 
Property  Taxes 
Intergovernmental  — 
State 

Intergovernmental  — 
Federal 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Investment  Income 
Other 

Total  Revenues 

EXPENDITURES: 

Current: 

General  Government 
Public  Safety 
Education 
Public  Works 
Library 
Pensions 
Insurance 
State  and 

County  Assessments 
Capital  Outlay 
Debt  Service: 
Principal  Retirement 
Interest 

Total  Expenditures 

Excess  (Deficiency)  Revenues 
Over  Expenditures 


Governmental  Fund  Types 


General 

24,433,992 
1,489,510 


1,346,147 
193,195 
894,994 
28,357,838 


1,898,974 

3,895,325 
17,332,178 

1.412,925 
405,691 
917,520 

1,356,402 

67,355 


625,000 
141,095 
28,052,465 


305,373 


OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES): 

Operating  Transfers  In  1 50, 1 1 0 

Operating  Transfers  Out  (922,050) 
Total  Other  Financin 

Sources  (Uses) 


(771,940) 


Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues  and 
Other  Financing  Sources  Over 
Expenditures  and 
Other  Financing  Uses 

Fund  Equity  at 

Beginning  of  Year 

Fund  Equity  at  End  of  Year 


(466,567) 


3,658.245 
3.191.678 


Special 
Revenue 


575.376 
151,679 
93 

1.893.895 
2.621,043 


456,625 
1.241.062 
789.345 
119.232 
29,782 


2,636.046 


(15.003) 


873.350 
(84.710) 

788.640 


773.637 


1,413.442 
2,187.079 


Capital 
Projects 


4,632 


4,632 


(4,632) 
48,700 
48,700 

44,068 

(141,188) 
(97,120) 


Fiduciary 

Fund  Type  Totals 

Expendable  (Memorandum 
Trust  Only) 


80,924 


80.924 


54,839 
7,187 


4,632 


62,026 


18,898 


64,215 
(65,400) 

(1.185) 


17,713 


1.657.826 
1.675,539 


24,433,992 
2,064.886 

151,679 
1,346,147 

274,212 
2.788.889 
31.059.805 


2.410,438 

5,136.387 
18,128,710 

1,532,157 
435,473 
917,520 

1,356,402 

67,355 


625,000 
141.095 
30,755.169 


304,636 


1,136,375 
(1,072.160) 

64.215 


368.851 


6.588.325 
6.957.176 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES  AND  EXPENDITURES  -  BUDGETARY  BASIS 
GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL  REVENUE  FUNDS  -  BUDGET  AND  ACTUAL 

YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1993 


General  Fund 


Special  Revenue  Funds 


Variance 

Variance 

Favorable 

Favorable 

REVENUES: 

Budget 

Actual 

(Unfavorable) 

Budget 

Actual 

(Unfavorable 

Property  Taxes 

24.695.501 

24.708.374 

12,873 

Intergovernmental  -  State 

1.436,131 

1,489.510 

53,379 

Charges  For  Services 

1,010,215 

1,519,110 

508.89f 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1.123.753 

1,346,147 

222,394 

Investment  Income 

220.000 

193,195 

(26,805) 

I 

Other 

750.000 

894,994 

144,994 

Total  Revenues 

28.225.385 

28,632,220 

406.835 

1,010,215 

1,519,110 

508,895 

EXPENDITURES: 

General  Government 

2.043,138 

2,048,486 

(5,348) 

405,350 

408,085 

(2,735) 

Public  Safety 

3.943.232 

3,832,265 

110,967 

1,317,750 

1,251,528 

66,222 

Education 

17.306,754 

17,303,754 

3,000 

160,465 

160,465 

Public  Works 

1,581,208 

2,028,718 

(447,510) 

Library 

405.988 

405.766 

222 

Pensions 

936.533 

917,520 

19,013 

Insurance 

1  SKI  Q&f, 

lOl  ,oH*f 

State  and  County  Assessments 

78.695 

67,355 

11,340 

Debt  Service: 

Principal  Retirement 

625.000 

625,000 

Interest 

383,545 

141,095 

242,450 

Total  Expenditures 

28.886,079 

28,790.101 

95,9781 

1,883,565 

1,820,078 

63,487 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

Over  Expenditures 

(660.694) 

(157.881) 

502,813 

(873,350) 

(300,968) 

572,382 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES): 

Operating  Transfers  In 

147,142 

150.110 

2,968 

873,350 

873.350 

Operating  Transfers  Out 

(873,350) 

(922,050) 

(48,700) 

Total  Other  Financing  Sources  (Uses) 

(726,208) 

(771.940) 

(45,732) 

873,350 

873,350 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

and  Other  Financing  Sources  Over 

Expenditures  and 

Other  Financing  Uses 

(1,386.902) 

(929.821) 

457,081 

572,382 

572,382 

OTHER  BUDGET  ITEMS: 

Net  Transfer  From  Undesignated 

Fund  Balance 

1.386.902 

1,386,902 

Net  Budget  and  Actual 

457,081 

457,081 

572,382 

572,382 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  COLLECTOR 
JOHN  MURRAY  HI 
TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1993 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1993 

"ommitment  24,667,217. 

Refunds  71,042. 

Abatements  283,099. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  24,005,237. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  449,923. 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1992 

Outstanding  July,  1992  622,674. 

Refunds  203,152. 

Abatements  251,367. 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  46 1 ,085 . 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  1 63 ,008 . 

Outstanding  June  30, 1 993  (49,634.) 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1991 
Outstanding  July  1, 1992 
Refunds 
Abatements 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title 
Payments  to  the  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30,1993 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXES  1990  AND  PRIOR 

Outstanding  July  1,  1992 
Refunds 
Abatements 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title 
Payments  to  the  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30,1993 


12.015. 
9,444. 
2,837. 
898. 
(1,164.) 


12,335. 
2,882. 
2,882. 
6,508. 

5,827. 


TAX  TITLE 

Outstanding  July  1,  1992  680,780. 

New  Taking  519,880. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  374,680. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  825,980. 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1993 

Commitment  385,365. 

Refunds  924. 

Abatements  3,565. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  367,888. 

Outstanding  June  30, 1 993  1 4,836. 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1992 

Outstanding  July  1,  1992  18,038. 

Refunds  1,071. 

Abatements  1,859. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  1,980. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  15,270. 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1991 

Outstanding  July  1, 1992  16,092. 

Abatements  1,427. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  253. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  14,412. 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES  1990  AND  PRIOR 

Outstanding  July  1,  1992  22,837. 
Abatements  1,329. 
Payments  to  the  Treasurer  343. 
Outstanding  June  30,  1 992  2 1 , 1 65 . 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1993 

Conunitment  July  1 , 1 993  1 ,043 ,893 . 

Refunds  6,772. 
Abatements  54,410. 
Payments  to  the  Treasurer  961,143. 
Outstanding  June  30,  1993  34, 1 12. 


MOTOR  VEfflCLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1992 


Outstanding  July  1,  1992 
Commitment 
Refunds 
Abatements 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer 
Outstanding  June  30, 1993 


31,660. 
361,979. 
7,085. 

34,383. 
344,721. 

21,620. 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1991 

Outstanding  July  1,  1992  35,009. 

Commitment  35,214. 

Refunds  1,198. 

Abatements  19,610. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  27,534. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  24,277. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  1990  AND  PRIOR 

Outstanding  July  1, 1992  139,582. 

Refunds  362. 

Abatements  37,571. 

Payments  to  the  Treasurer  28, 1 66. 

Outstanding  June  30,  1993  74,207. 
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Roger  Holman,  a  dedicated  volunteer  at  the  Arboretum,  helping  to  wheel  debris  away. 
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STREET  PRECINCT  LIST 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 
SPLIT  STREETS 

\rlington  Street 

rs  14-51  2 

#'s  67-235  odd  3 

#'s  72-232  even  4 

#'s236toend  3 

Central  Street 

rs  159-430  3 

#'s  2-156  4 

Conant  Street 

Odd  numbers  4 

Even  numbers  5 

Hayward  Road 

#'s  1-54  2 

#'s  97-146  4 

High  Street 

#'s  5-83  odd  4 

#•  si  8-96  even  5 

#'s97toend  5 

Hosmer  Street 

#'s  2-55  2 

#'s85toend  5 

Main  Street 

#'s  3-300  4 

#'s  348-630  2 

#'s  969  to  end  1 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

#'s  15-163  2 

#'s  342-568  4 

#'s  574-672  3 

Piper  Road 

Even  numbers  4 

Odd  numbers  5 

School  Street 

#'s  12-95  4 

rs  105  to  end  5 

Spruce  Street 

rs  32  and  below  4 

rs  33-68  3 

Windsor  Avenue 

Odd  numbers  3 

Even  numbers  4 

Abel  Jones  Place  4 

Acorn  Park  Drive  2 

Acton  Place  (all  business) 

Adams  Street  5 

Agawam  Road  3 

Albertine  Drive  4 

Alcott  Street  2 

Algonquin  Road  3 

Apple  Valley  Drive  4 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 

Arborwood  Road  5 
Arlington  Street 

14-51  2 

67-235  odd.  236  to  end  3 

72-232  even  4 

Ashley  Circle  1 

Ashwood  Road  5 

Assabet  Crossing  5 

Audibon  Drive  5 

Autumn  Lane  3 

Ayer  Road  5 

Azalea  Court  1 

Badger  Circle  1 

Balsam  Road  2 

Bankside  Hollow  1 

Barker  Road  2 

Baxter  Road  4 

Bayberry  Road  1 

Beechnut  Street  2 

Bellantoni  Drive  5 

Berry  Lane  2 

Beth  Circle  1 

Betsy  Ross  Circle  3 

Beverly  Road  4 

Billings  Street  4 

Birch  Ridge  Road  3 

Black  Horse  Drive  3 

Brabrook  Road  1 

Breezy  Point  Road  1 

Brewster  Lane  5 

Bridges  Drive  2 

Bridlepath  Way  1 

Broadview  Street  5 

Bromfield  Road  2 

Brook  Street  1 

Brookside  Circle  5 

Brown  Bear  Crossing  1 

Brucewood  Road  5 

Brucewood  Road  East  5 

Bulette  Road  2 

Butternut  Hollow  1 

Caitlin  Drive  4 

Candida  Lane  5 

Capt.  Brown's  Lane  4 

Capt.  Forbush  Lane  4 

Carlisle  Road  1 

Carlton  Drive  5 

Carriage  Drive  5 

Castle  Drive  3 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 

Cedar  Terrace  4 
Central  Street 

159-430  3 

2-156  4 

Chadwick  Street  5 

Chaffm  Way  2 

Charter  Road  4 

Cherokee  Road  3 

Cherry  Ridge  Road  3 

Chestnut  Street  2 

Church  Street  3 

Clover  Hill  Road  5 
Conant  Street 

Odd  numbers  4 

Even  numbers  5 

Concetta  Circle  5 

Concord  Road  2 

Coolidge  Drive  2 

Coughlin  Street  2 

Country  Club  Road  5 

Countryside  Road  2 

Cowdrey  Lane  2 

Craig  Road  4 

Crestwood  Lane  4 

Cricket  Way  2 

Cross  Street  1 

Davis  Road  1 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive  4 

Deergrass  Lane  1 
Discovery  Way  (all  business) 

Doris  Road  4 

Downey  Road  4 

Driftwood  Road  5 

Drummer  Road  5 

Duggan  Road  3 

Durkee  Road  4 

Duston  Lane  1 

Eastern  Road  1 

Eliot  Circle  2 

Elm  Court  3 

Elm  Street  3 

Emerson  Drive  2 

Esterbrook  Road  1 

Ethan  Allen  Drive  3 

Evergreen  Road  2 

Evergreen  Way  2 

Fairway  Road  5 

Faulkner  Hill  Road  4 

Femwood  Road  5 

Fife  &  Drum  Road  2 
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STRFFT  NAMF  PRFriNPT 

STRFFT  NAMF 

PRFriNCT 

1^'  1  o rr rr  l?/^o^ 
FIdgg  l\UdU 

1 
1 

inacpcnucncc  i\.oaQ 

A 

*T 

1 
1 

Fimi  IvOaO 

A 
f 

Isaac  Davis  Way 

L 

jay  L.ane 

1 
1 

Fnrt  PnnH  PnnH 
r^Ull  I^UllU  IxUaii 

jacKson  LTivc 

i, 

r^uoici  oucci 

jeirerson  unve 

-> 

Fox  Hill  Rnad 

X  vfA.  X  till  lX\J(lvl 

Trthn  ^u/ift  UnaA 

junn  own  I  i\.uau 

Francine  Road 

4 

JUoCUIl  IxCCU  Italic 

A 

Eraser  Drive 

4 

Juniper  Ridge  Road 

3 

■J 

Kate  Drive 

•J 

Keefe  Road 

iveiiey  Koau 

A 
H 

firanite  Road  (^all  hii^ine^O 

ivenneay  i^ane 

A 
f 

Clrasshonner  I^ne 

2 

jvinginan  i\.oaa 

"J 
J 

Great  Elm  Wav 

1 

ivinMcy  Lidnc 

A 
H 

f~irpat  Road 

1 

1 

Kinsley  Road 

A 

4 

rirppnu/ood  T  finp 

7 

Knowlton  Drive 

A 

4 

vjrcgory  i^dnc 

Knox  Trail 

5 

Grist  Mill  Road 

3 

Ciuswood  Road 

5 

Lady  Slipper  Lane 
Larch  Road 

1 

L 

Halev  T  ane 

5 

Laurel  Court 

c 

J 

Hammond  5?treet 

2 

Laws  Brook  Road 

e 
D 

Harris  Street 

1 

Ledge  Kock  way 

1 
1 

Harvard  Court 

1 

Liberty  atreet 

A 

4 

Hatch  Road 

5 

Lilac  Court 

J 

Hawthorne  Street 

AH*  VT  111  VI IIW  tkJ  U  WW^ 

2 

Lillian  Road 

z 

Haynes  Court 

3 

Lincoln  Drive 

L 

Havwood  Road 

Lisa  Lane 

c 

J 

1-54 

2 

Littieiieid  Koad 

■J 

97-146 

4 

Long  Ridge  Road 

Z 

Hazelnut  Street 

2 

Longfellow  Park 

c 

J 

He  aid  Koad 

z 

Lothrop  Road 

4 

Heather  Hill  Road 

3 

Hemlock  Lane 
Henley  Road 
Hennessey  Drive 
HeritageRoad 
Heron  View  Road 
Hickory  Hill  Trail 
High  Street 
5-83  odd 

18-96  even,  97  to  end 
Highland  Road 
Hillcrest  Drive 
Hillside  Terrace 
Homestead  Street 
Horseshoe  Drive 
Hosmer  Street 

2-55 

85  to  end 
Houghton  Lane 
Huckleberry  Lane 
Huron  Road 


2 
1 
4 
5 
4 
2 

4 

5 
3 
5 
3 
3 
2 

2 
5 

3 
2 
3 


MacLeod  Lane 
Maddy  Lane 
Madison  Lane 
Magnolia  Drive 
Maillet  Drive 
Main  Street 

696  to  end 

348-630 

3-300 
Mallard  Road 
Maple  Street 
Marian  Road 
Martin  Street 
Massachusetts  Avenue 

5-163 

574-672 

342-568 
Mead  Terrace 
Meadow  Brook  Road 


STREET  NAME 

Meadow's  Edge 
Meetinghouse  Road 
Merriam  Lane 
Milldam  Road 
Minot  Avenue 
Minuteman  Road 
Mohawk  Drive 
Mohegan  Road 
Musket  Drive 
Myrtle  Drive 

Nadine  Road 
Nagog  Hill  Road 
Nagog  Park  (all  business) 
Nagog  Square 
Nash  Road 
Nashoba  Road 
Newtown  Road 
Nonset  Path 
North  Street 
Northbriar  Road 
Notre  Dame  Road 
Nylander  Way 

Oakwood  Road 
Olde  Bam  Way 
Old  Beaver  Brook 
Old  Colony  Lane 
Old  High  Street 
Old  Meadow  Lane 
Old  Stone  Brook 
Old  Village  Road 
Olde  Lantern  Road 
Olde  Surrey  Drive 
Oneida  Road 
Orchard  Drive 
Overlook  Drive 

Parker  Street 
Patrick  Henry  Circle 
Partridge  Pond  Road 
Patriots  Road 
Paul  Revere  Road 
Pearl  Street 
Phalen  Street 
Pheasant  Hill 
Phlox  Lane 
Pine  Cone  Strand 
Pine  Street 
Pineridge  Road 
Pinewood  Road 
Piper  Lane 
Piper  Road 

Even  #'s 

Odd  #'s 
Pond  Ridge  Drive 


PRECINCT 
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FREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


ond  View  Drive  5 

ope  Road  1 

ost  Office  Square  1 

owder  Hom  Lane  3 

owder  Mill  Road  5 

rescott  Road  4 

rector  Street  1 

rospect  Street  4 

tintan  Road  5 

litnain  Road  2 

*utter  Drive  5 

^aboag  Road  3 

Juail  Run  1 

Quarry  Road  1 

Railroad  Street  4 

Redwood  Road  5 


Revolutionary  Road  2 

liver  Street  5 

Robbins  Street  4 

Robert  Road  5 

'  'Robinwood  Road  5 

Rose  Court  1 

Russell  Road  5 


Sachem  Way  1 

Saint  James  Circle  4 

Sarah  Indian  Way  2 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive  2 

Sandas  Trail  3 

Sandalwood  Road  5 

Sandy  Drive  5 

Sawmill  Road  1 
School  Street 

12-95  4 

105  to  end  5 


STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

Seminole  Road 

3 

Seneca  Court 

3 

Seneca  Road 

3 

Shady  Lane 

3 

Silver  Hill  Road 

5 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane 

1 

Simon  Willard  Road 

2 

Sioux  Street 

3 

Smart  Road 

3 

South  Street 

1 

Spencer  Road 

4 

Split  Rock  Road 

1 

Spring  Hill  Road 

1 

Spruce  Street 

33-65 

3 

32  and  below 

4 

Squirrel  Hill  Road 

3 

Stoneymeade  Way 

1 

Stow  Street 

4 

Strawberry  Hill  Road 

1 

Sudbury  Road 

5 

Summer  Street 

3 

Sutton  Place 

2 

Sylvia  Street 

4 

Taylor  Road 

2 

Tenney  Circle 

5 

Thoreau  Road 

2 

Ticonderoga  Road 

3 

Till  Drive 

1 

Torrington  Lane 

4 

Town  House  Lane 

4 

Townsend  Road 

3 

Trask  Road 

2 

Tumbling  Hawk 

1 

Tuttle  Drive 

4 

Valley  Road 

5 

Vanderbelt  Road 

5 

STREET  NAME 

PRECINCT 

Wachusett  Drive 

3 

Wampanoag  Drive 

3 

Wampus  Avenue 

1 

Washington  Avenue 

2 

Waterside  Clearing 

1 

Wayside  Lane 

4 

West  Road 

4 

Westford  Lane 

1 

Wetherbee  Street 

2 

Wheeler  Lane 

1 

Whittier  Drive 

2 

Willis  Holden  Drive 

2 

Willow  Street 

3 

Wilson  Lane 

2 

Windemere  Drive 

3 

Windsor  Avenue 

Odd  #'s 

3 

Even  #*s 

4 

Wingate  Lane 

1 

Winter  Street 

3 

Winterberry  Path  Drive 

1 

Wood  Lane 

2 

Woodfield  Road 

3 

Woodbury  Lane 

2 

Woodchester  Drive 

3 

Wright  Terrace 

3 

Wyndcliff  Drive 

1 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  APPLICATION 


Residents  interested  in  serving  on  a  Town  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  are  requested  to  complete  this  form  and  forward  it  to 
lie  office  of  the  Town  Manager  at  the  Acton  Town  Hall. 
Please  print  or  type) 


Date:  

vlr/Mrs. 

Vls/Dr  Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial  

Jtreet  Address  Home  Phone  Business  Phone. 


'lease  refer  to  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  and  indicate  below,  in  order  of  preference,  the  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission,  which 
s  of  interest  to  you: 

)  


iave  You  been  a  member  of  a  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  previously  (either  in  Acton  or  elsewhere)?  If  you  have,  please 
list  name(s)  and  dates  (approx): 


Do  you  have  any  time  restrictions? 


How  long  have  you  lived  in  Acton?   in  Massachusetts?. 

Are  you  a  US  citizen?  


Present  occupation  and  employer  (optional-attach  resume). 


Do  you  or  your  employer  have  any  current  or  potential  business  relationship  with  the  Town  of  Acton  that  could  create  a  conflict  of 
interest?  

Education  or  special  training  


Please  list  below  any  additional  information  or  comments  which  may  help  in  the  matching  of  your  interests  with  the  most  appropri- 
ate Board/Committee,  such  as  civic  experience,  special  interest/hobbies,  etc: 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER 

Acton-Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Aging,  Council  on 

Appeals,  Board  of 

Assessors,  Board  of 

Cable  Advisory  Committee 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

Fort  Devens  Task  Force 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Health,  Board  of 


BOARDS,  COMMITTEES,  AND  COMMISSIONS 

Historic  District  Commission 
Historical  Commission 
Metropolitan  Advisory  Planning  Council 
Minuteman  Home  Care 
Minuteman  Vocational  School  Representative: 
Planning  Board 
Prison  Advisory  Board 
Public  Ceremonies  Conunittee 
South  Acton  Revitalization  Conunittee 
Town  Report  Committee 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Thank  you,  If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  contact  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Commit- 
tee (you  can  find  out  who  the  current  members  are  by  calling  the  Town  Manager's  office  at  Town  Hall,  264-9612).  The  space 
below  is  for  use  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Conunittee  and  the  appointing  body  to  record  the  status  of  your  application. 


VCC  INTERVIEW 

applicant  called:  date/by_ 
scheduled  date/time  


APPOINTING  BODY:  BOS/TMgr/TMod 


Interview  date. 


Appointed:  Date. 


VCC  RECOMMENDATION:  date. 


to:  Board. 


Board(s)  Member/ Alt/Assoc 

 Member/Alt/Assoc 

 ^Member/Alt/Assoc 

Date  VCC  reconmiendation  set  to 
BOS/TMgr/TMod  


Term. 


[  ]  No  openings  at  this  time. 


NOTIHCATION  OF  APPOINTMENT 

Date  Received  by  VCC 

Notification  by  the  VCC: 

Date  committee  notified 

Date  applicant  notified  
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^  'electmen 
Jnow  Removal 
treet  Lights 
Jtreet  Trees 
fax  Collections 
laiivlTown  Finances 
Town  Manager 
Train  Service 

Transfer  Station/Recycle  Center 
Veterans'  Services 
Water  Problems 
Welfare  Questions 
Wire  Inspection 
Zoning 
Zoning  Appeals 
Schools 


School  Nurse 
Night  Calls 


Special  Calls 


Custodian 


Acton  Finance  Commission 
Acton  Historical  Commission 
Acton  Housing  Authority 
Acton  Memorial  Library  Trustees 
Board  of  Appeals 
Board  of  Assessors 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Citizen's  Library 
Commission  on  Disability 
Conservation  Commission 
Council  on  Aging 

Municipal  Forum 
Historic  District  Commission 
Planning  Board 
Recreation  Commission 
School  Committee-Local 
School  Committee-Regional 
South- Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 
West  Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Comm. 
Water  Commissioners 


Town  Hall 

Highway  Department 

Boston  Edison 

Municipal  Properties 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

Treasurer 

Town  Hall 

Boston  and  Maine 

Highway  Department 

Veteran's  Agent 

Water  District 

Welfare  Department 

Wire  Inspector 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

Board  of  Appeals 

Switchboard  Calls  (7a.m.  to  4p.m.) 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High 

Acton  Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High 

Community  Education  Office 

Conant  School 

Douglas  School 

Gates  School 

McCarthy-Towne  School 

Merriam 

Central  Office 

Community  Education  and  High  School 

Community  Education  and  Junior  High  School 

Conant  School 

Douglas  School 

Gates  School 

McCarthy-Towne 

Athletic  Office 

Field  Office 

Extended  Day  Programs 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High 
Acton  Boxborough  Junior  High 

REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETINGS 

As  Posted 

2nd  Wednesday  8  PM 
1st  &  3rd  Mondays  7  PM 
2nd  Monday  8  PM 

2nd  Monday  (except  April  &  August)  7:30  PM 
1  st  Wednesday  6  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 
Every  other  Tuesday  7:30  PM 
3rd  Thursday  7:30  PM 
2nd  Thursday  7  PM 
1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  8  PM 
2nd  Wednesday  7:30 

As  Posted 

1st  &  3rd  Mondays  7:30  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30 
As  Posted 
As  Posted 
As  Posted 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays  7:30  PM 
1st  &  3rd  Tuesdays  7:30  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM,  Except  July  &  August 
2nd  &  4th  Mondays  7:30  PM 


264-9615 
264-9624 
1-800-752-5200 
264-9629 
264-9617 
264-9617 
264-9612 
1-800-392-6100 
264-9624 
264-9617 
264-9107 
617-893-0146 
264-9632 
264-9636 
264-9632 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700  X403 
264-4700  X304 
266-2525 
266-2550 
266-2560 
266-2570 
264-4700  X420 
264-4700  X423 
264-4700  X245 
264-4700  X409 
264-4700  X309 


Town  Hall  or  AB  High  School 
Town  Hall 

68  Windsor  Ave., West  Acton 
Memorial  Library,  Staff  Room 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Citizen's  Library,  West  Acton 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Senior  Center 

Audubon  Hill 

Junior  High  Room  1 14 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 
Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Whitcomb  Station,  693  Mass.  Ave. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS: 


POLICE:  263-2911 

FIRE:  263-9191 

AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

EMERGENCY  TDD:  263-2911 

Give  your  NAME  and  ADDRESS  and  the  NATURE  OF  YOUR  EMERGENCY.  Do  no  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  the  messaged 
been  understood. 


For  answers  on: 

Animal  Inspection 

As,sessments 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 

Building 

Cemeteries 

Civil  Defense 

Conservation 

Dog  Problems  (See  Licenses) 
Education  Information 
Elections,  Voting  and  Registration 
Elderly  Affairs 


Engineering 

Fire  (Business  and  Permits) 
Garbage  and  Refuse 
Hazardous  Materials 
Health  and  Sanitation 
Highways  and  Streets 
Home  Nursing 
Housing 
Libraries 


Call  the 

Animal  Inspector 
Board  of  Assessors 
Accountant 
Town  Clerk 
Building  Commissioner 
Cemetery  Superintendent 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
Conservation  Office 
Dog  Officer 

School  Superintendent's  Office 
Town  Clerk 
Council  on  Aging 
Minuteman  Home  Care 
Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
Town  Engineer 
Fire  Department 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Health 
Highway  Department 
Public  Health  Nursing 
Housing  Authority 
Acton  Memorial  Library 
Citizen's  Library  of  W.  Acton 
T.D.D.  (for  the  deaO 


Telephonei 

263-  4979 

264-  9622 
264-9621 
264-9615 
264-9632 
264-9644 
264-9655 
264-9631 
264-9638 
264-4700 
264-9615 
264-9643 

263-  8720 

264-  9653 
264-9628 
264-9645 
264-9634 
264-9634 
264-9634 
264-9624 
264-9653 

263-  5339 

264-  9641 
264-9652 
635-0072 


LICENSES 

Dog 
Fishing 
Hunting 
Mental  Health 
Mosquito  Control 


Town  Clerk 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Clerk 

Mental  Health  Assoc.  of  Central  Middlesex 
Municipal  Properties 


264-9615 
264-9615 
264-9615 
369-7715 
264-9629 


PERMITS 

Blasting 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Building 

Building  Inspector 

264-9632 

Food  Service 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Heating 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Historic  Districts  Certificates 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Oil  Burners 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Outdoor  Burning 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Plumbing 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Sewage 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Smoke  Detectors 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Wiring 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

264-9636 

Planning 

Planning  Department  (Fair  Housing) 

264-9636 

Police  Business 

Police  Department 

264-9638 

Recreation 

School  Department 

264-4700 

ACTON  TOWN  REPORT 


1994 


Acton 


Incorporated  as  a  Town:    July  3, 1735 


Type  of  Government: 
Location: 


Town  Meeting  -  Selectmen/Town  Manager 

Eastern  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  County,  bordered  on  the  east  by  Carlisle  and  Concord, 
on  the  west  by  Boxborough,  on  the  north  by  Westford  and  Littleton,  on  the  south  by 
Sudbury,  and  the  southwest  by  Stow  and  Maynard. 


Elevation  at  Town  Hall: 
Land  Area: 
Population: 


268'  above  mean  sea  level 


Approximately  20  square  miles 


Year 

Persons 

1950 

3,510 

1960 

7,238 

1970 

14,770 

1980 

19,000 

1990 

18,143 

1991 

17,509 

1992 

18,055 

1993 

18,351 

1994 

18,530 

Memorial  Dedications 


Warren  F.  Birch — January  15, 1994 


An  Acton  resident  for  43  years.  Warren  Birch  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Police  Department.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  from  1964  to  1967  and  served  as  its  chairman  for  two  years.  He  also  served  on  the 
Finance  Committee. 


Donneil  W.  Boardman — November  17,  1994 


Dr.  Boardman,  an  Acton  resident  for  48  years,  served  on  the  Board  of  Health  for  six  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Acton  Medical  Associates.  An  expert  on  the  effects  of  low  level  radiation  on  humans,  he  founded 
the  non-profit  Committee  for  Atomic  Radiation  Studies.  He  was  also  a  founder  of  the  national  group.  Physicians 
for  Social  Responsibility. 


Charles  M.  MacRae— December  12,  1994 


An  Acton  resident  for  48  years,  Charles  MacRae  served  as  the  Town  Collector  for  six  years.  He  was  elected 
Town  Clerk  in  1957  and  served  in  that  position  for  over  twenty  years.  He  also  founded  the  Middlesex  Clerks' 
Association. 
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NATIONAL,  STATE,  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIALS 

President 

Bill  Clinton 

Vice-President 

Al  Gore 

Senators  in  Congress 
5th  Congressional  District 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
John  F.  Kerry 

Representative  in  Congress 
5th  Congressional  District 

Martin  T.  Meehan 

Governor 

William  F.  Weld 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

Michael  Joseph  Connolly 

Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 

Joseph  D.  Malone 

Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 

Joseph  DeNucci 

Attorney  General 

L.  Scott  Harshbarger 

Councillor,  3rd  Councillor  District 

Robert  B.  Kennedy 

Senator,  Middlesex/Worcester  District 

Robert  A.  Durand 

Representative  in  General  Court 

14th  Middlesex  Representative  District 

Pamela  P.  Resor 
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Donna  M.  Lambert 
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County  Sheriff  (Acting) 

Dale  Jenkins 

REGISTERED  VOTER  STATISTICS  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 1994 

Registered  Democrats 
Registered  Republicans 
Registered  Uncnroilcd 
Total  Registered  Voters 

2,151 
1,588 
7,225 
10,969 

Total  Population 

18,530 
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ADMINISTRATION 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  1 994  municipal  year  was  one  of  relative  quiet,  continu- 
ing to  be  influenced  by  the  limited  funding  available  to  support 
both  municipal  and  school  programs.  The  implementation  and 
clarification  of  the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1993  continued  to 
create  problems  for  local  cooperation  and  agreement  between 
municipal  and  school  authorities.  This  Act  has  served  to  reduce 
local  authority  to  allocate  resources  by  reserving  to  the  State  the 
decision  on  minimum  school  spending.  The  effect  statewide  has 
been  to  shift  educational  resources  from  towns  to  the  larger  cities 
in  the  Commonwealth. 

In  the  annual  Town  election,  Anne  Fanton  retired  from  the 
Board  at  the  completion  of  her  term  and  Wayne  Friedrichs  was 
elected  to  replace  her  on  the  Board.  The  Town  Meeting  approved 
a  municipal  bond  issue  to  be  funded  within  the  spending  limits 
established  by  Proposition  2  1/2.  This  bonding  enabled  the  Town 
to  address  a  number  of  capital  expenses  which  had  been  languish- 
ing for  years  due  to  funding  constraints.  The  most  notable  of 
these  items  was  replacement  of  the  Fire  Department's  30-year  old 
ladder  truck  at  a  cost  of  $405,000.  When  the  Board  reorganized 
after  the  annual  Town  Meeting,  Norman  Lake  was  elected  Chair- 
man, Bill  Mullin  became  the  Vice  Chairman,  and  Nancy  Tavemier 
assumed  the  duties  of  Clerk. 

A  special  election  was  held  with  a  single  Proposition  2  1/2 
override  question  to  support  additional  funding  of  $397,272  for 
the  local  schools.  The  question  failed  and  resulted  in  reduced 
programs  in  the  local  schools.  This  marked  the  third  override 
rejection  in  two  years. 

Residential  growth  continued  throughout  the  year.  Resi- 
dential property  values  continued  to  increase  reflecting  the  desir- 
ability of  relocating  to  Acton.  Commercial  and  industrial  prop- 
erty values  continue  to  languish  from  the  recession  several  years 
ago.  The  Board  voted  in  the  fall  to  continue  a  split  tax  rate  while 
expressing  concern  about  the  shrinking  percentage  of  the  local 
tax  base  provided  by  the  commercial  and  industrial  sector. 

Significant  improvements  were  made  in  the  Town's  infra- 
structure. Notable  among  these  were  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Concord  Road  Bridge  at  Ice  House  Pond,  accomplished  largely 
by  Town  employees  and  equipment.  The  opening  of  the  Senior 
Center  on  Audubon  Hill  provides  both  a  meal  site  and  expanded 
facilities  for  other  senior  programs.  The  reconstruction  of  the 
South  Acton  railroad  bridge  was  advertised  for  bids  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  This  was  largely  due  to  support  from  Chuck  Kostro  in 
the  Department  of  Transportation  and  continued  efforts  by  State 
Representative  Pam  Resor  and  State  Senator  Bob  Durand.  Con- 
struction is  currently  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  1995,  entirely 
funded  by  the  State  without  requiring  any  local  funding.  This 
will  end  a  10-year  detour  of  trucks  through  residential  neighbor- 


hoods and  will  allow  fire  trucks  faster  access  to  emergencies  south 
of  the  bridge.  The  train  horns  which  have  been  a  source  of  irrita- 
tion for  years  were  finally  silenced  in  Acton.  This  was  due  to  the 
efforts  of  Selectman  Tavemier,  Pam  Resor,  and  Bob  Durand  who 
successfully  generated  a  home  rule  petition  and  saw  it  enacted 
and  signed  by  the  governor. 

The  Town's  professional  staff  continues  to  perform  their 
duties  well  in  an  environment  that  seems  to  become  more  diffi- 
cult with  each  passing  year.  The  Board  notes  with  regret  the  re- 
tirement of  Roy  Wetherby  after  19  years  of  service  to  the  Town. 
He  was  often  seen  in  the  Town  Hall  working  evenings  to  accom- 
plish essential  tasks  with  a  reduced  staff  mandated  by  spending 
limits.  The  Town  should  continue  to  be  proud  of  all  the  other 
Town  employees  who  perform  their  tasks  in  an  exemplary  man- 
ner. 

One  of  the  Town's  great  strengths  is  the  participation  of  its 
citizens  in  voluntary  service  on  the  Town's  various  committees 
which  determine  in  large  measure  the  future  direction  of  Town 
growth.  More  than  165  volunteers  serve  on  a  variety  of  boards 
and  committees,  without  which  the  Town  would  not  be  able  to 
function.  The  Board  is  grateful  for  all  their  contributions  to  the 
smooth  operation  of  municipal  government. 

Norman  Lake,  Chair 
William  Mullin,  Vice-Chair 
Nancy  Tavemier,  Clerk 
F.  Dore  Hunter 
Wayne  Friedrichs 
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TOWN  MANAGER 


ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 


'To  everything  ...  there  is  a  season." 

The  song  writer  reminds  us  of  the  cycles  in  our  lives.  Our 
problem  is  that  we  are  often  so  close  to  the  cycles  that  we  cannot 
recognize  when  we  are  in  them. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  since  the  collapse  of  the  "Massa- 
chusetts Miracle",  your  Town  Government  and  School  Systems 
have  maintained  a  firm  resolve  to  survive  what  might  easily  be 
characterized  as  the  most  difficult  fiscal  times  in  our  history.  When 
Town  officials  saw  the  Mas.sachusetts  economy  going  into  a  death 
spiral  and  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  withdrawing  from 
their  previous  "partnerships"  with  local  governments,  we  "circled 
the  wagons"  and  prepared  for  the  siege  ...  hoping  to  outlast  the 
cycle. 

For  a  full  five  years  Acton  was  one  of  the  model  communi- 
ties in  the  state.  Local  leaders  had  found  the  illusive  key  to  the 
most  basic  of  problems  ...  communication.  As  we  unlocked  the 
door  we  found  that  good,  clean,  direct,  honest  communication 
could  move  mountains.  Most  other  communities  were  astounded 
at  this  revelation,  not  to  mention  their  shock  at  the  thought  of  the 
municipal  and  school  sides  getting  along. 

Throughout  this  difficult  period  we  pulled  together.  If  there 
was  to  be  suffering,  we  would  all  suffer  equally.  We  did  things 
because  they  were  the  right  things  to  do,  not  because  any  particu- 
lar group  felt  it  might  benefit  more  than  another.  Everyone 
benefitted  when  we  did  the  right  things.  In  turn,  the  voters  of  Acton 
rewarded  us  with  their  confidence  and  supported  us  with  their 
votes. 

Today  things  seem  to  be  better.  If  we  read  the  signs  cor- 
rectly, we  appear  to  have  survived  the  bad  times.  We  made  it 
through  the  cycle.  Statistically,  we  survived.  Local  revenues  are 
better  than  they  were.  State  aid,  although  it  is  earmarked,  seems 
to  be  improving.  Spiritually,  we  still  carry  many  of  the  scars  from 
this  difficult  period  but  they  will  heal  in  time. 

As  we  advance  into  another  year  we  extend  our  apprecia- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  Acton  who  supported  us  though  the  tough 
times  and  we  pledge  our  best  efforts  to  repay  your  confidence. 

As  with  all  humanity,  we  faced  tough  times  and  came  to- 
gether to  help  each  other  through  the  crisis.  Our  goal  must  now 
be  to  stay  together  as  a  community,  even  if  times  are  not  quite  so 
bad. 

Don  P.  Johnson 


MODERATOR 

Donald  MacKenzie  1995 

SELECTMEN 

Norman  Lake  1995 

William  C.  Mullin  1995 

F.  Dore  Hunter  1996 

Nancy  Tavemier  1996 

Wayne  L.  Friedrichs  1997 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Alice  "Micki"  Williams  1995 

Richard  "Rick"  Sawyer  1995 

Stephen  M.  Aronson  1996 

Jean  Butler  1996 

Pamela  Harting-Barrat  1997 

Lees  Stuntz  1997 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Robert  Ferrara  1996 

Loretta  Roscoe  1997 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Peter  Berry  1995 

Barbara  S.  Yates  1996 

JeanB.  Schoch  1997 

Thomas  M.  Dill  1998 

John  Noun  (state  appointee)  1988 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON  FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUNI 

Frederick  A.  Harris  1995 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  1996 

Edward  Bennett  1997 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON'S  FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Walter  W.  Sprague  1995 

William  Klauer  1996 

Allen  Nelson  1997 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW  FUND 

Frances  S.  Moretti  1995 

Shirley  Towie  1996 

Mabel  Grekula  1997 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

Cornelia  O.  Huber  1995 

John  Powers  1996 

Edwin  Miller  1997 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITIZENS'  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 

Frances  Bissell  1995 

Edward  Cleary  1996 

Madeline  Kaduboski  1997 
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APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  MODERATOR 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Charles  Olmstead  1995 

John  Rogers  1995 

Kirwan  Morgan  1995 

Paul  Kohout  1996 

Herman  Kabakoff  1996 

Elliott  Whitney  1996 

David  Steinhilper  1997 

Sid  Johnston  1997 

Sharron  Gaudet  1997 

MINUTEMAN  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Robert  A.  Wiltse  1994 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  SELECTMEN 

REGISTER  OF  VOTERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 

George  Tuttle  Maureen  Pasik 

Evelyn  Olschewski 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE 

and  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
Sharon  L.  Summers 
W.  Roy  Wetherby* 

TOWN  MANAGER 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Don  P.  Johnson  1995 

TOWN  CLERK 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Catherine  Belbin  1996 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  CLERK 

Catherine  Belbin* 


TOWN  COUNSEL 

Palmer  and  Dodge 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members  —  3  Alternates 

Stephen  Crockett  1996 
Peter  Berry  1996 
Duncan  Wood  1997 
Janet  Clark  (Alt)  1997 
Nicholas  Miller  1997 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members  —  2  Alternates 

James  Kotanchik  1996 
Donald  Rhude  1996 
David  E.  Brown  1997 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  CULTURAL  COUNCIL 
Two  Year  Appointment 
Seven  to  Nine  Members  from  Each  Town 

Kathryn  Garcia  1995 

Kay  Rosenburg  Hartung  1995 

Susan  Richmond  1995 

Jacqueline  Clement  1996 

CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 

John  Covert  1996 

Michael  Granat  1996 

Laura  Hirsch  1996 

Leslie  Hogan  1996 

James  Shelton  1996 

Alfred  Weissensee  1996 

Sharon  Ingraham  1996 

Henry  J.  Hogan  III  1996 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

Walter  George  1995 
Brewster  Conant  1996 
Edward  Bailey  1997 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  —  Three  Associates 


Ann  Shubert  1995 

Barbara  Smith  (Assoc.)  1995 

Peter  Shanahan  1996 

Linda  McElroy  1996 

Morene  Bodner  1997 

William  Hill  1997 

Andrew  Durham  1997 


TOWN  COLLECTOR 

W.  Roy  Wetherby* 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 
and  TOWN  TREASURER 

John  Murray  III 
*Resigned 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
One  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Warren  Donovan  1995 

Peggy  Erlanger  1995 

Constance  Krea  1995 

RoyTrafton  1995 

Angeline  Conn  1995 

James  Parker  1 995 

Margaret  Beddoe  1997 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Three  Associates 

Jonathan  Bosworth  1995 
William  H.  Mclnnis  1995 
MarkConoby  1996 
Peter  Vaillancourt  1997 
Cinty  Patton  1997 

FORT  DEVENS  REUSE  TASK  FORCE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Mark  Donohoe  1995 

JohnEkberg  1995 

George  Neagle  1 995 

Carol  Place  1995 

Marilyn  Wolfson  1996 

HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member  —  One  Alternate 


Richard  Rippere  (Alt) 
John  A.  Ekberg 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Two  Associates 

Victoria  Beyer  (Assoc) 
David  Harris,  Jr. 
Anita  Dodson 
William  Klauer 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr. 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Six  Members  —  Four  Alternates 

Michaela  Moran 
Wesley  Mowry 
Sandra  Schmidt 
Joan  Gates 
Michael  Lynch  (Alt) 


1996 
1997 


1995 
1995 
1996 
1996 
1997 


1995 
1995 
1996 
1996 
1996 


METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 


Br 


James  Lee 


1997 


MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 
One  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 


Richard  King 


1995 


PLANNING  BOARD 
Five  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  —  Two  Associates 
William  Shupert 
John  Pavan 
Gregory  Niemyski 
David  L.  Hill 
Joshua  Chemin  (Assoc.) 
Jarnes  Lee 
Richard  Croswell 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

Jean  Schoch 
George  Pederson 
Thomas  Ballantyne 
Harold  Gordinier 


1995 
1997 
1998 
1998 
1999 
1999 
1999 


1995 
1996 
1997 
1997 


SOUTH  ACTON  REVITALIZATION  COMMITTEE 
Three  year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Roger  Andrews  1 995 

Betsey  Eldridge  1997 
Sandra  Whaley  1997 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 


Walter  George 
Charles  Kadlec 
Jean  Lane 
Nancy  Whitcomb 
Elizabeth  Comstock 
Charles  Husbands 


1995 
1995 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1997 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  TOWN  MANAGER 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 


John  Murray 
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ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


LIEUTENANTS 


irian  McMullin 


CONSERVATION  ADMINISTRATOR 

rhomas  E.  Tidman 


CONSTABLES 


)avid  Allen 
Frederick  Hryniewich 
ilobert  Rhodes 


Christine  Joyce 
David  Muscovitz 
Barbara  Harnett 


DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David  F.  Abbt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

William  M.  Primiano 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING 
AND  GAS  APPLIANCES 

James  G.  Corey 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Donald  MacLeod 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Norman  D.  Lake 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

Dean  A.  Charter 


Paul  Simeone 
Carl  Robinson 


FIREFIGHTERS 

Forrest  Emerson  Bean  III 
Joseph  Conquest 
Peter  A.  Robinson 
Wayne  Decker 
Brent  Wheeler 
Daniel  Morse 


George  Williams  III 
Robert  Vanderhoof 


David  Calkins 
James  Kessler 
Richard  O'Leary 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
James  Young 


FIREFIGHTERS/EMT 


Robert  Sabourin 
John  White 
Richard  Sullivan 
Robert  Hart 
James  Ray 
Krist  Nelson 
Tom  Wallerstein 
Kenneth  Ineson 
Mark  Richardson 
William  Klauer 
Robert  Smith,  Jr. 


Kevin  Lyons 
Scott  Morse 
Michael  Lyons 
Geoffrey  Neagle 
Ricky  Robinson 
David  Soar 
Anita  Amum 
Bruce  Stone 
Brian  Richter 
Robert  Wetherbee 


CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 

Robert  Puffer  Stephen  Sliney 

Richard  Swenson  John  Simeone 

William  Hartman 


DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Douglas  K.  Halley 


Leslie  Boardman 


DOG  OFFICER 


FOREST  WARDEN 


Robert  C.  Craig 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

Patrick  H.  Palmer 


David  F.  Abbt 


FENCE  VIEWER 


INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  AND  APPLIANCES 

Paul  Kelleher 


William  J.  Durkin 


FIELD  DRIVER 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


Clarence  Frost 


FIRE  CHIEF 


Robert  C.  Craig 


DEPUTY  FIRE  CHIEF 

William  M.  Primiano 


CAPTAINS 


Clarence  Frost* 
Bernard  Caouette 


Donald  Copeland 
William  Bennett 


''Resigned 


LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Garry  Rhodes 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  James  A.  Barbato 

Robert  Greenough  Paul  Cogan 

John  T.  McNiff  Ronald  Johnson 

Jeffrey  Dudley  Christopher  Prehl 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Mark  Fitzpatrick 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Richard  Howe 
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TOWN  ENGINEER 


David  F.  Abbt 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

George  W.  Robinson 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Standing  Civil  Service  Appointment) 

Chief  George  W.  Robinson 
Lt.  John  T.  McNiff 
Lt.  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT  CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 

Faith  Allen  Allura  Taylor 

Kevin  Antonelli  Luke  Penney 

Anne  Milligan 

VETERANS'  AGENT  AND 
DIRECTOR  OF  VETERANS'  SERVICES 

W.  Roy  Wetherby* 


VETERANS'  BURIAL  AGENT 


Unfilled 


SERGEANTS 


Robert  Rhodes 
Thomas  Rogers 
Bruce  Nadeau 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
James  Goodemote 
Raymond  Grey,  Jr. 
Todd  Fenniman 
John  Cooney 
Michael  Cogan 
Michael  Ulrich 


June  Carney 
Linda  Koch 


PATROLMEN 


MATRONS 


James  Cogan 
Robert  Parisi 


Christopher  Browne 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Frederick  Rentschler 
Robert  L.  Cowan 
Ronald  Johnson 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Christopher  N.  Prehl 
Donald  Palma 
Scott  Howe 
Edward  Lawton,  Jr. 


Christine  Joyce 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members  —  Three  Associates 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo  (Town  Liaison) 
Mary  Billingsley 
Carol  Stimmel 
Joanne  Dillon 
Donna  Whalen 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Paul  T.  Hoff 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Margaret  R.  Fortier 
Ellen  Averett 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Beverly  Shorey 


1994 
1996 
1996 
1996 
1996 


1998 


1997 
1997 
1997 
1997 


*Resigned 


Boy  Scout  Troop  2  plays  football  in  front  of  their  campsite  at  the  Boy  Scout  encampment. 

Photo  by  Beita  Daniels 
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TOWN  SERVICES 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
CULTURAL  COUNCIL 

At  its  November  1994  meeting,  the  Acton-Boxborough  Cul- 
tural Council  unanimously  voted  to  grant  its  allocation  from  the 
Vlassachusetts  Cultural  Council  in  the  amount  of  $9,054  to  sev- 
eral local  organizations  and  individuals.  Forty  percent  of  the 
funded  projects  were  sponsored  by  schools  or  school-based  orga- 
nizations to  further  the  arts  in  the  schools.  Three  of  those  projects 
were  collaborations  between  two  elementary  schools.  Other  re- 
cipients included  Acton  Memorial  Library,  Acton  Council  on  Ag- 
ing, Discovery  Museums,  DeCordova  Museum,  Acton  Chamber 
Orchestra,  Indian  Hill  Arts,  Acton  Community  Chorus,  and  Sounds 
of  Stow. 

On  September  21,  1994,  the  Acton-Boxborough  Cultural 
Council  held  an  open  meeting  for  members  of  the  community  to 
comment  on  the  Council's  funding  strategies  and  philosophies  and 
to  help  give  direction  to  our  grantmaking.  The  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Grey  Junior  High  School  and  was  well  attended. 

Acton  Boxborough 

Kay  Hartung,  Chair  Catherine  Christensen 
I  Kathryn  Garcia  Carol  Geist,  Treasurer 

I  Rosalie  DeQuattro 

Susan  Richmond 

Janet  Thrope 

ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

At  the  April  Town  Meeting,  the  voters  restored  to  Memorial 
Library's  budget  funding  which  had  been  lost  in  previous  budget 
years.  Restoration  of  funding  permitted  the  library  to  reopen  on 
Fridays  beginning  in  September  1994.  Voters  also  approved  funds 
for  a  new  circulation  desk  and  for  a  study  for  the  expansion  of  the 
facility.  Money  was  also  made  available  to  repoint  the  brickwork 
on  the  1890  building  and  replace  the  damaged  heating  system 
valves.  On  behalf  of  the  patrons  who  benefit  from  this  restoration 
of  funding,  the  Trustees  express  their  deep  appreciation  and  thanks. 

The  library  hosted  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  breakfast  meet- 
ing in  February.  Professional  staff  of  the  library  demonstrated 
specialized  databases  and  highlighted  selected  resources  for  those 
attending.  The  library  began  a  biweekly  colunm  in  the  Beacon  in 
April.  The  column  provides  library  news  as  well  as  selected  new 
materials.  A  deposit  collection  of  books  is  being  provided  by  the 
library  at  the  senior  center  on  Audubon  Drive. 

In  May  the  Trustees  and  the  Acton  Historical  Society 
mounted  a  very  successful  joint  exhibition  of  the  Arthur  Davis 
sketch  books  which  the  two  institutions  purchased  with  private 
donations  in  December  1993.  The  sketches  of  Acton  scenes,  some 


of  which  had  never  been  publicly  displayed,  made  the  most  com- 
plete showing  to  date. 

To  help  with  the  overcrowding  at  the  circulation  desk,  a 
temporary  wall  was  built  in  the  lobby.  The  wall  hides  a  work 
space  used  for  checking  in  returned  materials.  This  simple  inno- 
vation has  cleared  up  a  lot  of  the  backlog  at  the  desk  and  de- 
creased the  time  patrons  need  to  spend  in  line  before  getting  ma- 
terials checked  out.  Separating  the  activities  of  check-in  and  check- 
out was  a  primary  recommendation  of  Patience  Kenney  Jackson, 
Library  Building  Consultant  at  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Li- 
brary Commissioners.  Receipt  printers  were  introduced  in  Au- 
gust. These  provide  patrons  with  a  list  of  materials  and  record 
payment  of  fines.  The  library  received  an  updated  telephone  sys- 
tem as  a  donation  from  Lee  Jay  Corporation. 

The  children's  summer  reading  group  had  750  children  en- 
rolled and  they  read  7,000+  books.  The  R.  J.  Grey  Junior  High 
School  loaned  a  Macintosh  L  Computer  with  the  Accelerated 
Reader  Program  to  the  children's  section  of  the  library  during  the 
summer  months.  It  encouraged  students  to  read  a  variety  of  books 
and  then  take  a  test  on  the  computer.  The  goal  was  to  read  more 
books  on  a  variety  of  topics  and  on  different  levels,  with  self- 
testing  and  a  point  system  as  an  incentive. 

In  September  the  Trustees  accepted  a  Long  Range  Plan 
which  took  eighteen  query  months  to  complete  and  was  submit- 
ted and  accepted  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Conmussioners. 
The  plan  is  part  of  the  requirements  for  future  State  funding  and 
any  funding  for  construction.  The  plan  emphasized  the  need  for 
more  space  to  continue  to  offer  the  services  demanded  by  the  com- 
munity. 

Lee  Donahue,  children's  librarian,  was  selected  to  attend  a 
series  of  science  educators'  workshops  offered  by  the  Eastern  Mas- 
sachusetts Regional  Library  System.  Susan  Paju,  reference  librar- 
ian, was  invited  to  participate  as  a  panelist  at  NETLINET's  First 
Search  Symposium. 

The  Holiday  Gift  Program  in  December  sponsored  by  the 
Trustees  added  90  books  to  the  Acton  Library.  Two  checks  were 
received  from  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  Foundation  for 
$3,983.70  and  $630.00  for  the  fall  Sunday  openings  and  utilities 
for  the  same.  The  Friends  of  Acton  Library  presented  the  library 
with  $2,000  to  help  meet  the  costs  of  the  new  Circulation  Desk, 
and  funded  memberships  to  New  England  Aquarium,  Higgins 
Armory,  and  DeCordova  Museum.  The  Acton  Woman's  Club 
provided  memberships  to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  to  Con- 
cord Museum.  Acton  Junior  Women's  Club  funded  membership 
to  the  Discovery  &  Science  Museums,  and  Digital  Equipment 
Corporation  donated  a  membership  to  the  Boston  Museum  of 
Science. 
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Lisa  Leach,  children's  librarian,  resigned  in  August  to  be- 
come a  school  librarian.  Lee  Donahue  was  appointed  children's 
librarian  in  August.  In  March  Loretta  Roscoe  was  elected  as  a 
Trustee,  filling  the  seat  held  by  the  retiring  Fran  Moretti.  In  Au- 
gust Susan  Fingerman  moved  out  of  state  and  submitted  her  res- 
ignation. Her  contributions  to  the  library  will  be  missed,  not  only 
in  her  role  as  Trustee,  but  as  a  member  of  the  Library  Friends  and 
the  Library  Foundation.  Julia  Glendon  was  promoted  to  assistant 
reference  librarian  in  September. 

In  1994  patrons  borrowed  246,850  items  from  the  library's 
collection  of  books,  videos,  CDs,  and  audio-tapes,  making  the 
Memorial  Library  one  of  the  busiest  public  libraries  in  the  state. 
Over  11,000  reference  questions  were  asked  during  1994. 

We  thank  you  for  using  the  Memorial  Library  and  appreci- 
ate your  continued  support. 

Board  of  Trustees 
Robert  Ferrara,  President 
Henry  Hogan,  III,  Vice-President 
Loretta  Roscoe,  Secretary 
Dennis  Ahem 
Ann  Chang 
Brewster  Conant 
Joseph  Grandine,  2nd 
Raymond  Shamel 


ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

During  the  past  year,  I  investigated  48  animal  bites  which 
consisted  of  20  dog  bites,  5  cat  bites,  1  parrot  bite,  1  rabbit  bite,  1 
ferret  bite.  I  quarantined  19  animals  that  received  unwitnessed 
wounds  or  bites.  Of  these  19  animals  the  majority  were  cats. 

All  animals  involved  were  quarantined  for  the  appropriate 
period,  which  is  from  as  little  as  10  days  up  to  a  period  of  six 
months.  All  were  considered  to  be  free  of  the  rabies  virus. 

One  dog  was  bitten  by  a  raccoon,  that  tested  positive  for 
rabies,  was  quarantined  and  then  released. 

Ten  bams  were  inspected  for  farm  animals;  all  were  found 
to  be  in  order.  From  the  bam  inspection  census,  farm  animals  num- 
ber: 56  horses,  12  ponies,  and  2  sheep. 

Patrick  H.  Palmer 
Animal  Inspector 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

The  Board  heard  requests  for  1 1  Variances,  of  which  10  were 
granted  and  1  denied.  There  were  3  Special  Permits  requested,  all 
3  were  granted;  5  Flood  Plain  Special  Permits  requested,  all  5 
were  granted;  2  Petitions  for  Review  requested,  both  were  de- 
nied; and  1  Earth  Removal  Permit  requested  which  was  denied 

Duncan  Wood,  Chair 
Nicholas  Miller,  Member 
Peter  Berry,  Member 
Marion  Maxwell,  Altemate 
Janet  Clark,  Altemate 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

The  Board  of  Assessors'  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month  at  6:00  P.M.  in  the  Town  Hall.  Additional 
meetings  are  held  as  needed.  Dates  and  times  are  posted  48  hours 
in  advance. 

Property  values  were  updated  for  fiscal  1995  to  meet  state 
certification  requirements.  The  assessment  date  for  the  fiscal  year 
values  is  January  1,  1994. 

FISCAL  YEAR  1995 
VALUATION  SUMMARY 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 
Personal  Property 

Total  Taxable  Value 


Residential 

$18.29 


$1,211,469,500 
151,567,203 
59,959,500 
23,315,899 

$1,446,312,102 


TAX  RATE 


Comm/Ind/PP 

$20.52 


James  Kotanchik,  Chair 
Donald  Rhude 
David  Brown 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  year  of  1 994  brought  personnel  changes  to  the  Board 
of  Health  and  the  Health  Department.  This  loss  in  experience 
will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  Board.  The  Board  thanks  former 
members  Cordelia  Alfaro  and  Jonathan  Bosworth  for  their  valu- 
able contributions.  In  addition,  the  Board  thanks  former  Health 
Department  staff  members  Rose  Erdozaincy  and  Sheryl  Ball  for 
the  years  they  dedicated  towards  improving  health  services  in 
Acton. 

The  grant  of  $45,000,  awarded  to  the  Towns  of  Concord 
and  Acton  to  enforce  their  tobacco  bylaws  and  to  create  new  to- 
bacco cessation  programs,  has  helped  greatly  in  the  Board's  ef- 
forts to  reduce  smoking.  The  Board  anticipates  using  the  funds  to 
provide  additional  cessation  classes  and  stricter  enforcement  on 
the  ban  of  selling  to  minors. 

The  Board  processed  nine  hazardous  materials  facilities, 
through  public  hearings.  A  variety  of  hazardous  materials  gen- 
erators, hazardous  waste  storers  and  hazardous  materials  users 
were  granted  permits.  The  Board's  goal  is  to  complete  all  out- 
standing non-permitted  facilities  in  1995.  Monitoring  and  per- 
mitting of  all  hazardous  waste  remediation  sites  still  continues. 
Twenty-three  sites  have  been  identified,  nine  are  currently  under- 
going remediation,  and  three  have  been  completely  remediated. 

The  Superfund  site  at  W.  R.  Grace  has  begun  the  remediation 
for  the  final  closure  of  its  hazardous  waste  sites.  Since  the  dis- 
covery of  the  contaminated  sites  in  1978,  a  total  of  169  engineer- 
ing reports  have  been  submitted  by  W.  R.  Grace's  consultant  and 
have  been  reviewed  by  E.RA.,  D.E.P.,  the  Town  of  Acton,  and 
Acton  Citizens  for  Environmental  Safety  (A.C.E.S.). 

During  1994,  the  Board  considered  the  use  of  Malathion 
spraying  throughout  Town  for  mosquito  abatement.  Fact  finding, 
discussion,  and  public  comment  was  taken  at  nine  Board  meet- 
ings. The  Board  published  the  findings  in  a  report  to  the  Select- 
men for  their  guidance. 

The  Board,  in  March  of  1992,  implemented  a  full  scale 
septage  pumping  program.  Since  that  date,  pumping  of  septic 
tanks  has  increased  by  more  than  50%  over  the  previous  year. 
The  increase  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  notification  sent  to 
individual  homeowners  that  their  septic  tank  had  not  been  pumped 
in  more  than  two  years.  Long  term  implementation  of  this  pro- 
gram should  reduce  the  number  of  septic  system  failures  and  en- 
able the  town  to  plan  realistically  for  limited  sewering.  The  con- 
tract with  the  Upper  Blackstone  facility  for  septage  disposal  has 
been  renewed  and  continues  to  operate  without  a  problem. 

The  proposed  sewers  for  South  Acton  and/or  Kelley's  Cor- 
ner continue  to  be  a  concern.  Negotiations  with  the  Town  of 
Maynard  may  be  resumed  and  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  continue  to  explore  alternative  options  for  these  ar- 
eas. 


Hazardous  Waste  Day,  conducted  in  May,  set  new  standards 
on  the  number  of  residents  participating  and  the  amount  of  haz- 
ardous waste  disposed.  Every  resident  who  participated  was  able 
to  dispose  of  their  household  hazardous  waste  and  the  wait  for 
service  was  minimal.  The  success  of  this  program  has  led  the 
Board  to  propose  an  additional  collection  day  for  Fiscal  Year  1996. 
The  Board  looks  for  similar  success  during  the  two  hazardous 
waste  days  planned  to  be  held  in  1995  and  1996. 

The  number  and  types  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Health  continues  to  grow.  The  entire  permitting  statis- 
tics were  as  follows: 


General: 

Burial  Permit  72 

Car  Wash  Event  Permit  9 

Tanning  Salons  Permit  2 

Funeral  Director  License  2 

Massage  Establishment  Permit  8 

Massage  Practitioner  License  10 

Motel  Permit  1 
Public  &  Semi-Public  Swimming  Pools 

Full  size  19 

Wading  3 

Rabies  Vaccination:  Cats  591 

Environmental: 

Above  ground  Storage  Tank  Install.  2 

Aquifer  Special  Permit  26 

Asbestos  Removal  Notification  14 

Commercial  Hauler's  License  12 

Deleading  Notification  1 5 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  71 

Private  Well  Permit  31 

Underground  Storage  Tank  Removal  54 

Underground  Storage  Tank  Install.  5 

Septic  Systems: 

Septage  Disposal  Permit  1,863 

Septage  Hauler's  License  17 

Septic  Inspectors  License  13 
Septic  System  Construction 

Repair  75 

New  145 

Septic  System  Installer's  License  55 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant  Permit  7 

Food  Service: 

Food  Service  Permit  105 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permit  2 1 

Frozen  Desserts  1 2 

Milk  &  Cream  Permit  57 


Statistics  for  1994  indicated  that  on  proposed  building  lots 
the  Health  Department  witnessed  361  deep  test  holes  and  162 
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percolation  tests.  These  tests  led  to  the  approval  of  145  new  resi- 
dential or  commercial  septic  system  permits.  In  addition,  the 
Health  Department  witnessed  testing  on  75  existing  house  lots 
which  led  to  the  issuance  of  75  reconstruction  septic  system  per- 
mits. 

Housing,  Food  Service  and  other  complaint  activities  were 
as  follows: 


Housing  Complaints 

Units  Inspected  for  Acton  Housing  Authority 
Food  Complaints 
Miscellaneous  Complaints 


13 

3 

17 
22 


Over  350  comprehensive  and  follow-up  inspections  were 
conducted  at  105  food  establishments  within  the  Town.  More 
than  70  Hazardous  Materials  Storage  facilities  were  also  inspected. 

Fees  collected  for  permits  and  licenses  were  as  follows: 


Sewerage  Permits  and  Licenses 

$55,646 

Food  Service  Permits 

$20,935 

Miscellaneous  Permits  and  Licenses 

$7,093 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures  Fees 

$7,279 

Reproduction  of  Records  Fees 

$110 

Private  Well  Permits 

$1,575 

Hazardous  Materials  Storage  Permits 

$12,970 

Commercial  Hauler  Licenses 

$900 

Septage  Administration  Fees 

$26,087 

Upper  Blackstone  Disposal  Fees 

$21,789 

Total 

$155,195 

Reportable  Disease  Statistics  were  as  follows: 

Total  Reports  Filed 

34 

Parrot  Bite 

1 

Cat  Bites 

6 

Dog  Bites 

13 

Hepatitis 

1 

Salmonella 

9 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Campylobacter  Jejuni 

3 

The  Board  of  Health  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following 
members  of  other  departments  who  helped  them  in  the  past  year: 
Dick  Howe,  Tom  Tidman,  Garry  Rhodes,  Bob  Craig,  Roland  Bartl, 
David  Abbt,  Dean  Charter,  Cathy  Belbin  and  Todd  Fenniman.  The 
Board  thanks  their  summer  intern,  Stephanie  Chiang,  who  con- 
tributed many  hours  to  the  study  of  pesticides  and  mosquito  abate- 
ment. The  Board  welcomes  new  member  Cindy  Patton  and  Health 
Department  personnel  Heather  Marceau,  Sharon  Mastenbrook,  and 
John  Garside. 

William  Mclnnis,  Chair 
Peter  Vaillancourt,  Member 
Mark  Conoby,  Member 
Cindy  Patton,  Member 
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$15,580,193 

324 

$3,195,607 

4 

$664,667 

67 

$2,045,608 

5 

$10,000 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

Residential  construction  continues  to  increase.  Commer- 
cial construction  has  leveled  off  and  shows  a  little  increase  from 
years  past.  Sign  enforcement  has  become  a  larger  focus  of  the 
Department  than  in  the  past,  with  103  new  sign  licenses  issued 
33  temporary  sign  licenses,  1 10  sign  license  renewals,  and  33  vio 
lation  tickets  issued. 

The  figures  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1994  are  a5 
follows: 

New  Residential  Dwellings 
Residential  Additions 
New  Commercial  Construction 
Commercial  Additions 
Demolitions 

Garry  A.  Rhodes 
Building  Conunissioner 


CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

In  1994,  the  Cable  Television  Advisory  Committee  contin- 
ued to  strengthen  its  role  as  consumer  advocate,  interceding  on 
behalf  of  local  residents  on  several  successful  occasions  regard 
ing  service  issues.  At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  began  prepa 
ration  for  a  series  of  public  hearings  to  evaluate  the  cable  operator's 
performance  under  the  license  agreement  with  the  Town.  The  first 
hearing  was  scheduled  for  January  1995.  The  possibility  of  low- 
cost  Internet  service  via  the  cable  system  is  also  being  looked  at, 
a  discussion  which  will  continue  into  1995.  The  Committee  has 
met  with  representatives  of  the  Acton  Schools'  Technology  Com- 
mittee and  has  a  permanent  liaison  to  that  group.  The  Committee's 
current  goals  include: 


Continued  study  of  current  cable  regulations  and  their  ap 
plicability 

Refinement  of  procedures  for  subscriber  complaint  resolution 
Oversight  of  public  access  services  provided  by  the  cable 
operator  (Use  of  Channel  61,  including  video  production 
training  opportunities) 

Evaluation  of  the  cable  operator's  ongoing  performance 
Preparation  and  initiation  of  license  renewal 
Investigation  into  new  technologies  that  will  be  available. 


In  July  of  1995,  the  Cable  Television  Advisory  Committee 
will  begin  the  important  and  difficult  task  of  license  renewal.  This 
three-year  process  is  made  even  more  complex  by  the  flood  of  changes 
in  telecommunication  regulations  and  the  new  technologies  in  video 
delivery  services.  During  the  maximum  ten-year  period  which  the 
new  license  would  cover,  the  Town  needs  to  anticipate  and  allow 
flexibility  for  upgrades  and  improvements  in  service. 


Sharon  Ingraham,  Chair 
Laura  Hirsch 
John  Covert 
Michael  Granat 


Jay  Hogan 
Pete  Robinson 
Alfred  Weissensee 
Leslie  Hogan 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


The  Cemetery  Commission  is  responsible  for  expenditures 
Tom  the  various  cemetery  trust  funds,  and  oversees  the  operation 
ind  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries:  Woodlawn,  lo- 
cated on  Concord  Rd.,  Acton  Center,  est  1738;  Forest,  on  Carlisle 
Rd.,  North  Acton,  est.  1750;  and  Mount  Hope,  on  Central  St., 
West  Acton,  est.  1848.  The  Commissioners  meet  at  the  Kennedy 
Service  Building,  located  on  the  grounds  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery, 
It  7:30  ).m.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month.  Any 
:hanges  in  this  schedule  will  be  posted  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  duties  of  the  personnel  of  the  Cemetery  Department 
include  maintaining  all  developed  areas,  which  at  the  present  time 
consist  of  over  43  acres;  constructing  monument  foundations;  set- 
ting flush  markers;  preparing  and  planting  endowed  flower  beds; 
and  planting  trees  and  shrubs.  We  assist  in  the  selection  and  pur- 
chase of  lots;  assist  funeral  directors  at  the  time  of  an  interment; 
help  visitors  locate  gravesites;  and  answer  inquiries  about  rules 
and  regulations.  We  maintain  our  equipment,  grounds  and  build- 
ings, including  the  Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel,  on  a  year-round 
basis.  Prior  to  Memorial  Day,  we  place  a  potted  geranium  and  an 
American  flag,  both  supplied  by  the  Public  Ceremonies  Commis- 
sion, at  the  grave  of  every  known  veteran.  We  maintain  the  lot 
and  interment  records,  and  do  our  own  billing  and  receiving. 

The  Woodlawn  Memorial  Chapel  was  used  for  four  funeral 
or  memorial  services,  and  for  eight  wedding  ceremonies  and  re- 
lated rehearsals. 

We  should  like  to  invite  any  residents  of  the  Town  who  would 
like  to  see  its  interior,  or  who  are  interested  in  using  the  Chapel,  to 
call  the  office  at  264-9644. 

Heavy  snows  of  the  1993-1994  winter  season  required  many 
hours  of  plowing  and  snow  removal  from  roadways  and  gravesites 
to  allow  for  funerals  and  related  funeral  and  visitor  traffic. 

Development  of  Section  14  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  begun 
in  1993,  has  continued  with  tree  and  stump  removal,  and  screen- 
ing and  relocation  of  loam  piles.  After  the  engineering  firm  laid 
out  the  roadways,  the  necessary  taps  and  valves  were  installed 
and  the  water  main  was  extended  in  preparation  for  supplying 
water  to  this  portion  of  the  cemetery.  Following  this  work,  the 
Highway  Department  graded  and  prepared  the  roadway  for  pav- 
ing in  the  Spring,  and  began  hauling  and  spreading  the  layer  of 
silt,  which  will,  in  turn,  be  covered  with  loam. 

The  Cemetery  Commission  granted  permission  to  drill  a 
well  and  install  a  pump  to  supply  the  sprinkler  system  that  the 
Youth  Soccer  League  provided  for  the  cemetery  field  on  Concord 
Road.  Alan  Warner,  representing  the  League,  attended  a  number 
of  our  meetings  to  keep  us  informed  of  progress.  It  was  agreed 
that  when  this  area  is  needed  for  expansion  of  the  cemetery,  the 
well,  pump,  etc.  will  become  cemetery  property. 


Fertilizing  and  grub  control  programs  were  carried  out  in 
August  and  September  in  both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  Cem- 
eteries. All  shrubs  were  trimmed  at  both  cemeteries  and  the  crab 
apple  trees  were  pruned  at  Mount  Hope.  We  have  an  ongoing 
program  for  edging,  leveling  and/or  raising  flush  markers,  and  for 
high-pressure  washing  of  monuments.  This  year  1,165  monu- 
ments were  washed,  representing  almost  all  of  the  monuments  in 
both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  Cemeteries. 

Again  this  year,  some  vandalism  took  place  at  Mount  Hope 
and  Woodlawn  Cemeteries.  Once  again,  we  ask  those  who  visit 
the  cemeteries  to  pay  their  respects,  who  visit  on  a  regular  basis 
as  part  of  their  physical  fitness  program,  or  who  happen  to  be 
driving  by,  to  make  note  of  out-of-the-ordinary  activities.  It  would 
be  most  helpful  if  you  would  call  the  Cemetery  Office  or  the  Acton 
Police  Department  immediately,  giving  descriptions  of  persons, 
vehicles,  and/or  damage  you  observe. 

The  Cemetery  Department  shared  with  the  Department  of 
Municipal  Properties  in  the  purchase  of  a  new  Giant- Vac  used  for 
leaf  pick-up.  Similarly,  the  two  departments  shared  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  York  Rake  for  finish  grading  of  all  expansion  areas. 

In  calendar  year  1994,  the  sum  of  $87,837.75  was  paid  to 
the  Town  Treasurer  to  be  deposited  as  follows: 

General  Fund  $36,296.75 
Cemetery  Land  Fund  9,570.00 
Perpetual  Care  Fund  4 1 ,97 1 .00 

Since  the  retirement  of  Stewart  Kennedy  as  Superintendent 
in  July  1993,  the  cemetery  Department  has  been  operating  with- 
out having  this  position  filled.  Dean  Charter,  Director  of  Munici- 
pal Properties,  has  been  meeting  with  the  Commissioners  at  their 
regular  monthly  meetings  and  has  assumed  some  of  the 
Superintendent's  duties.  We  are  especially  grateful  to  David  Lee, 
Crew  Leader,  and  Nancy  Howell,  Clerk,  for  the  additional  duties 
and  responsibilities  they  have  been  willing  to  assume  in  this  in- 
terim period.  In  addition,  we  wish  to  thank  the  following  staff 
members:  Stephen  Gray  and  James  Audette,  Maintenance  Men; 
Stanley  Jenks,  Part-Time  Maintenance  Man;  Chris  Mahaney  and 
Luke  Zaborowski,  Seasonal  Workers,  for  their  part  in  achieving 
the  Department  goals.  We  are  also  grateful  for  the  assistance  re- 
ceived from  the  Highway  Department,  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment, the  Water  District,  and  the  Department  of  Municipal  Prop- 
erties. 

Walter  E.  C.  George,  Chair 
Brewster  Conant,  Secretary 
Edward  R.  Bailey 
Commissioners 
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COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 


For  the  Acton  Commission  on  Disability,  1994  was  a  year 
of  transition  and  rebuilding.  In  June,  we  lost  our  two  most  active 
members,  Walter  Kiver  and  Wayne  Geehan,  to  term  expirations. 
Another,  Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  was  forced  to  give  up  commission 
membership  and  become  our  Town  Liaison  when  she  moved  from 
Acton.  As  of  December  3 1 ,  the  commission  which  should  have 
up  to  nine  members,  had  only  four,  one  of  whom  is  inactive.  We 
hope  that  this  will  change  quickly.  We  have  much  to  accomplish 
and  need  interested  and  dedicated  people  to  do  so. 

We  are  continuing  to  work  on  the  access  guide  that  was 
started  last  year.  Tentatively  titled  Accessible  Acton,  the  booklet 
will  provide  those  with  disabilities  a  handy  guide  to  the  accessi- 
bility of  local  establishments  and  services.  We  hope  it  will  en- 
courage and  allow  everyone  to  enjoy  the  resources  our  town  has 
to  offer.  The  commission  is  still  in  the  process  of  physically  sur- 
veying facilities  in  town. 

Town  departments  have  not  yet  completed  Title  II  self-evalu- 
ations,  the  first  step  to  compliance  with  the  Americans  with  Dis- 
abihties  Act.  The  commission  is  committed  to  assisting  the  town 
in  this  process. 

This  year  we  were  fortunate  to  be  able  to  provide  a  project 
for  Eagle  Scout  candidate  John  Goliash.  John  identified  and 
painted  some  50  curbcuts,  many  of  which  are  in  West  Acton.  This 
will  provide  several  benefits.  First,  this  makes  the  curbcuts  readily 
visible  to  those  who  need  them.  Second,  the  yellow  paint  will 
deter  illegal  parking. 

Another  important  commission  activity  is  education.  This 
has  included  sensitivity-awareness  seminars,  one  of  which  was 


for  Town  department  heads.  We  also  purchased  and  donated  toi 
the  Acton  Library  books  and  other  educational  materials  focusing; 
on  a  wide  range  of  disability  issues.  A  good  example  is  Josephi 
Shapiro's  No  Pity  on  the  history  of  the  disability/access  move- 
ment. In  addition,  the  commission  purchased  the  right  to  copy 
and  distribute  Wheelchair  Etiquette  by  Steve  Klemz.  We  made; 
this  booklet  available  at  this  year's  Festival  of  Trees. 

The  commission  is  the  custodian  of  a  gift  fund  donated  by 
Ed  Kelly.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  financial  assistance  to  people 
with  disabilities  who  are  in  need  of  specific  products  or  services, 
that  they  could  not  otherwise  afford  or  obtain  through  other  re- 
sources. We  are  actively  looking  for  people  who  need  such  help. 

The  commission  will  miss  the  dedication,  concern  and  tire- 
less efforts  on  behalf  of  Acton  citizens  with  disabilities  that  have 
been  the  hallmark  of  retiring  members  Walter  Kiver,  Wayne 
Geehan,  and  our  "unofficial  member,"  Joan  Burrows.  In  many 
ways,  they  made  this  commission  what  it  is  today.  Once  we  have 
rebuilt  our  membership,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  activi- 
ties that  they  began,  to  truly  be  a  resource  for  those  with  disabili- 
ties and  to  be  their  advocate. 

Carol  F.  Stimmel,  Acting  Chair 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  Acting  Treasurer  and  Town  Liaison 

Mary  Billingsley,  Secretary 

Joanne  Dillon,  Recording  Secretary 

Donna  Whalen  (inactive) 
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COMMUNITY  HOUSING  CORPORATION 


In  1994,  the  Acton  Community  Housing  Corporation 
(ACHC)  continued  our  advocacy  to  create  home  ownership  op- 
portunities for  moderate-income  town  employees  and  residents. 
Increasing  home  ownership  opportunities  for  people  who  live  or 
work  in  Acton,  but  who  cannot  afford  expensive  homes,  goes  be- 
yond the  need  for  our  Town  to  live  up  to  its  social  responsibilities. 
We  all  depend  on  services  provided  by  Town  employees  and  small 
businesses.  The  employees  who  provide  these  services,  for  rea- 
sons beyond  their  control,  often  do  not  receive  enough  income  to 
purchase  even  the  average-priced  home  in  Acton.  Our  commu- 
nity will  be  better  off  by  enabling  people  who  work  in  Acton  also 
to  purchase  homes  here. 

Much  of  the  ACHC's  efforts  in  1994  was  directed  toward 
obtaining  Town  Meeting  approval  to  develop  Town-owned  prop- 
erty on  Adams  Street  with  eight  affordable  homes.  Ultimately, 
the  Town  Meeting  vote  fell  short  of  the  two-thirds  majority  re- 
quired to  designate  the  land  for  development.  Nevertheless,  we 
were  encouraged  to  continue  our  efforts  by  the  many  people  who 
supported  the  Adams  Street  proposal.  Generating  wider  support 
for  developing  affordable  homes  requires  a  process  of  education. 
We  feel  that  the  debate  generated  by  the  Adams  Street  proposal 
will  help  shape  future  ideas  for  increasing  the  supply  of  afford- 
able homes  in  Acton. 

Our  efforts  have  begun  to  bear  fruit.  In  a  joint  venture  with 
the  Planning  Board,  the  ACHC  secured  an  agreement  with  Acorn 
Park  Realty  Trust  to  provide  two  affordable  homes  in  conjunction 
with  Acorn  Park's  planned  unit  development.  The  ACHC  con- 
vinced the  Planning  Board  that  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to 
provide  these  homes  in  existing  Acton  neighborhoods  rather  than 
in  Acorn  Park  along  with  the  development's  higher  priced  new 
homes.  The  ACHC  has  located  one  home  on  Minuteman  Road 


which  will  be  sold  at  a  reduced  price  to  a  moderate-income  Town 
employee  or  resident  following  a  lottery  selection  process.  We 
are  working  to  locate  and  make  available  to  moderate-income 
home  buyers  a  second  home  through  this  cooperative  effort  with 
Acton's  Planning  Board  and  Acorn  Park  Realty  Trust. 

The  Commonwealth's  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and 
Development  recently  approved  the  ACHC's  application  for 
$25,000  through  EOCD's  soft  second-loan  program.  These  funds 
will  be  used  as  mortgage  assistance  to  allow  moderate-income, 
first-time  home  buyers  to  purchase  homes. 

The  ACHC  continues  to  work  with  a  developer  to  include 
affordable  homes  as  part  of  a  proposed  development  off  Harris 
Street  in  North  Acton. 

The  ACHC  will  also  be  proposing  Home  Rule  legislation  at 
the  April  Town  Meeting  which  will  designate  the  ACHC  as  a  for- 
mal town  board  and  give  us  broad  powers  to  act,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Selectmen,  as  the  Town's  agent  for  affordable  hous- 
ing development. 

Peter  Berry,  Chair 
Stephen  Graham 
Rev.  William  Heuss 
Kevin  McManus 
Naomi  McManus 
Jana  Mullin 
Pam  Shuttle 
Roy  Smith 
Nancy  Tavemier 
Bob  Wiltse 


Boardman's  Hill 

Photo  by  Ann  RJngwood. 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  introduce  you  to 
the  Acton  Conservation  Commission  and  staff,  and  to  briefly  out- 
line the  wide  variety  of  environmental  activities  that  we  are  in- 
volved with  in  our  community.  The  Commission  is  comprised  of 
seven  commissioners  and  two  associates,  all  of  whom  are  volun- 
teers. We  meet  twice  each  month  on  Wednesday  evenings.  The 
primary  responsibility  of  the  commission  is  to  review  site  devel- 
opment plans  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Wetlands  Protection 
Act.  In  addition,  the  commission  and  conservation  staff  oversee 
activities  on  Acton's  conservation  land.  These  include  trail  im- 
provements. Eagle  Scout  projects  to  enhance  the  passive  use  of 
these  lands,  and  wildlife  habitat  improvements. 

Acton  is  continuing  to  experience  substantial  residential 
growth,  much  of  which  involves  filing  and  review  by  the  Conser- 
vation Commission  under  the  purview  of  the  Wetlands  Protection 
Act.  The  Commission  reviewed  6 1  Notice  of  Intent  filings  and 
17  Request  for  Determination  filings  during  1994. 

In  this  past  year,  many  significant  advancements  have  been 
made  at  the  Acton  Arboretum.  One  of  these  has  been  the  initia- 
tion of  the  Wharton  Grant  Trail.  Plans  call  for  the  construction  of 
a  1500  linear  foot  handicapped-accessible  trail  which  will  wend 
through  five  distinct  New  England  ecosystems.  The  focus  of  the 
new  trail  system  will  be  an  area  where  a  diverse  collection  of 
wildflower  species  native  to  the  Acton  landscape  are  being  rein- 
troduced. Other  Arboretum  projects  worked  on  in  1994  include 
the  planting  of  1 8  trees  purchased  with  a  Massachusetts  ReLeaf 
grant  and  the  creation  of  a  wonderful  pond  planting  plan  by  Mamie 
Wytrwal,  a  member  of  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum.  The 
pond  planting  design  develops  a  wildlife-beneficial  theme.  As- 
sisting Mamie  in  the  design  and  planting  were  Girl  Scout  Gold 
Award  recipients  Claire  Murray  and  Kirstin  Petersen,  and  mem- 
bers of  Troop  2001. 

Unfortunately,  we  experienced  some  vandalism  at  the  Ar- 
boretum this  year:  two  benches  were  destroyed,  but  thanks  to  some 
marvelous  restoration  work  by  Harry  Donahue  and  David  Roston, 
both  benches  have  been  renovated. 


Acton  Conservation  lands  received  two  new  kiosks,  cre- 
ated by  Eagle  Scout  candidate  John  Carey.  John  constructed  the 
kiosks  at  the  Town  highway  bam  and,  with  the  assistance  of  mu- 
nicipal staff,  installed  one  at  the  end  of  Wheeler  Lane  (access  to 
Nashoba  Brook  Conservation  Area),  and  the  other  at  the  Wood 
Lane  entrance  to  the  Arboretum. 

The  Conservation  Office-sponsored  bluebird  program  has 
been  a  success  again  this  year.  In  the  summer  of  1994  we  re- 
corded ten  nesting  pairs,  who  fledged  better  than  fifty  offspring 
through  the  summer  months.  Thank-you  to  M.C.I.  Concord  for 
constructing  the  36  nesting  boxes  installed  in  February  by  the  Jun- 
ior High  School  Environmental  Club  under  the  direction  of  teacher 
Mark  Toporoff.  A  bird  house  building  program  was  initiated  at 
the  elementary  school  level.  This  program  successfully  constructed 
20  houses  which  were  placed  around  the  various  school  proper- 
ties. This  wildlife  habitat  lesson  was  organized  by  Sue  Funk  and 
instructed  by  the  Conservation  Administrator;  it  proved  to  be  a 
very  popular  class. 

1994  marked  the  end  of  ten  years  of  service  with  the  Acton 
Conservation  Commission  for  both  Andy  Sheehan  and  John 
Chalmers.  Their  expertise  and  dedication  will  be  difficult  to  re- 
place. 

The  conservation  community  in  Acton  is  comprised  of  a 
small  group  of  paid  staff  augmented  by  a  varied  collection  of  in- 
credibly gifted  volunteers  -  from  the  Commissioners  themselves, 
through  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum,  the  local  service  and 
educational  groups  mentioned  above,  to  the  people  who  weed  the 
Hosta  Garden.  Acton  is  a  better  place  because  of  their  commit- 
ment. 

William  M.  Hill,  Chair 
Morene  Bodner,  Vice-Chair 
Peter  Shanahan 
Linda  McElroy 
Ann  Shubert 

Lori  Dangelmayer,  Associate 
Barbara  Smith,  Associate 
Tom  Tidman,  Administrator 
Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 


By  Icehouse  Pond 
Photo  by  Cheryl  A.  Miller 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


DOG  OFFICER 


On  March  8,  the  Council  on  Aging  opened  the  doors  of  the 
new  Smith-Cloonan  Senior  Citizen  Center,  50  Audubon  Drive,  to 
the  pubhc.  The  center  houses  the  COA  office  with  its  administra- 
tion function  and  two  large  rooms  for  dining  and  social  activities 
available  to  the  two  thousand  two  hundred  citizens,  sixty  years 
and  older,  who  reside  in  the  Town.  A  direct  mail  newsletter  keeps 
persons  notified  of  pertinent  information  and  COA  activities.  Day 
programs  developed  at  the  center  include  exercise,  art,  crafts,  pool, 
dance,  movies,  bridge,  and  educational  forums. 

Some  of  the  COA  direct  services  include  home-delivered 
meals,  varied  day  classes,  bus  trips  to  the  shopping,  cultural  and 
recreational  events,  intake  of  fuel  assistance  applications,  tax  as- 
sistance, a  friendly  visitor  program,  professional  speaker  presen- 
tations, telephone  reassurance  calls,  intervention  and  advocacy 
for  individuals  involved  with  social  agencies,  assistance  with  health 
insurance  forms,  emergency  transportation  on  a  case-by-case  ba- 
sis, counseling  with  adult  children,  loaning  out  of  some  medical/ 
home  equipment,  maintenance  of  a  collection  of  printed  materi- 
als, and  scheduling  of  home  visits. 

Town  elders  and  handicapped  persons  have  the  availability 
of  two  door-to-door  vans  for  area  transportation  for  modest  fees. 
The  COA  schedules  the  COA  van  which  is  a  sixteen  passenger, 
two  wheel  chair  station  vehicle.  Funding  for  the  service  of  this 
van  and  the  ten  passenger  Road  Runner  is  administered  by  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  using  federal,  state  and  town 
assessments.  Some  funding  for  staffing  is  received  through  the 
Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs.  Friends  of  the  Acton  COA, 
Inc.  provide  substantial  on-going  program  support  through  gen- 
erous gifts  which  are  most  appreciated  by  our  senior  citizens. 

The  COA  has  many  friends  and  volunteers  in  the  commu- 
nity without  whom  services  and  group  social  occasions  for  our 
elders  would  not  be  possible.  We  thank  the  Acton  Rotary  Club 
for  their  annual  chicken  barbecue,  the  Confirmation  classes  at  St. 
Elizabeth's  for  dinner.  Theatre  III  for  free  dress  rehearsals,  Acton 
Lions  Club  for  fiscal  support,  the  Salvation  Army  for  Hillcrest 
Lodge  availability,  McDonald's  for  games.  Northeast  Correctional 
for  lunches,  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  Junior  Women's  and  Acton 
Women's  Club  for  programs,  and  Explorer  Post  7  and  Civil  De- 
fense volunteers  who  gave  hours  of  labor.  We  also  thank  our  faith- 
ful wheel-a-drivers,  friendly  visitors,  and  all  our  other  program 
volunteers. 

There  is  an  on-going  need  for  volunteers  who  wish  one-on- 
one  contact  with  elders  or  who  wish  to  work  with  groups  at  the 
center.  Call  the  COA  office,  264-9643,  if  you  can  give  a  donation 
of  time. 

Roy  Trafton,  Chair 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Angelene  Conn 
Warren  Donovan 
Marcia  Epstein 
Peggy  Erlanger 
Constance  Krea 
James  Parker 


Number  of  calls  received  437 

Number  of  dogs  impounded  54 

—  Licensed  5 

—  Not  Licensed  49 

Number  of  dogs  sent  to  Lowell  Humane  Society  5 

Number  of  dog  bites  reported  7 

Les  Board  man 
Dog  Officer 


ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

A  permanent  fund  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Acton  by 
George  R.  WTiite,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth.  The  in- 
come from  the  fund  is  to  be  used  only  "in  relieving  the  necessities 
of  the  deserving  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Town  to  anticipate  such  necessity  of  aid  and  assistance  by  inquiry 
and  investigation,  in  advance  of  claims  as  far  as  possible,  in  order 
that  sensitive  and  deserving  people  may  receive  assistance,  who 
might,  because  of  publicity,  refrain  from  making  application  for 
aid." 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  approved  the  White  Fund  Trust- 
ees' request  for  a  total  distribution  of  $2,550.  The  funds  were  given 
to  individuals  and  households  in  need. 

Cornelia  Huber 
Edwin  Miller 
John  Powers 
Trustees 
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EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT  AGENCY 


The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  (AEMA),  a 
volunteer  organization,  consists  of  the  following  functional  com- 
ponents: Operations,  Planning,  Communications,  Shelter  Man- 
agement, Auxiliary  Fire,  and  Explorer  Post  7.  The  Agency's  role 
is  to  develop  plans,  coordinate  resources  from  local.  State,  Fed- 
eral and  non-profit  volunteer  agencies,  and  help  mitigate  natural, 
man-made  and  technological  emergencies.  The  Agency,  in  coop- 
eration with  the  Acton  School  Department,  is  responsible  for  the 
Emergency  Shelter  Program  for  the  citizens  of  Acton. 

1994  was  a  relatively  quiet  year  in  Acton  as  there  were  no 
major  disasters,  storms,  or  other  emergencies.  The  Agency  con- 
tinued to  support  the  various  Town  departments  and  individual 
citizens  during  small  scale  emergencies  such  as  fires,  basement 
flooding,  and  power  outages. 

The  physical  and  mental  demands  associated  with 
firefighting  and  other  emergency  operations,  coupled  with  the  en- 
vironmental dangers  of  extreme  heat  and  humidity  or  extreme  cold 
create  conditions  that  can  have  an  adverse  impact  upon  the  safety 
and  health  of  the  individual  emergency  responder.  This  year  the 
Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  and  the  Acton  Fire  De- 
partment formalized  a  rehabilitation  program  to  provide  food, 
drinks  and  shelter  from  the  elements  to  the  emergency  respond- 
ers. 

The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  and  Explorer 
Post  7  sponsored  a  CPR  and  First  Aid  course  in  September.  The 
course  taught  infant,  child,  and  adult  CPR,  and  Community  First 
Aid.  At  the  completion  of  the  course  12  members  were  certified 
in  CPR  and  First  Aid. 

Members  of  the  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  and 
the  Acton  Fire  and  Health  Departments  participated  in  the  two- 
day  Massachusetts  Emergency  Management  Conference  on  Haz- 
ardous Materials  held  in  October. 

The  Agency  participated  in  the  Acton  Fire  Department  an- 
nual Fire  Prevention  Week  Open  House  at  Station  3  in  West  Acton. 
This  event  allowed  our  members  to  display  pictures  of  our  work 
at  various  activities  and  incidents,  to  showcase  multimedia  pre- 
sentations on  disasters,  and  to  provide  brochures  on  emergency 
preparedness  for  our  citizens. 

The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  has  installed 
two  literature  racks  to  display  the  many  FEMA/MEMA  emer- 
gency preparedness  publications.  These  racks  are  permanently 
located  in  the  Main  Library  and  the  Town  Hall.  Citizens  are  en- 
couraged take  the  free  brochures.  We  would  like  to  thank  the 
Library  and  Municipal  Properties  Department  for  their  support  of 
this  project. 


Members  of  the  Acton  Council  On  Aging,  the  Acton  Nurs- 
ing Service,  and  the  Emergency  Management  Agency  attended 
the  Workshop  On  Emergency  Management  (WEM)  "Disaster 
Related  Needs  of  Disabled  and  Elderiy."  This  excellent  work- 
shop on  assessing  the  resources  and  capabilities  of  local  govern- 
ment helped  to  generate  a  comprehensive  plan  to  provide  a  wide 
range  of  disaster  services  to  these  citizens  during  an  emergency. 

The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  is  looking  for 
new  members  in  all  areas  of  the  organization.  We  need  additional 
members  in  the  Auxiliary  Fire  Department,  Explorer  Post  7  (14- 
21  years  old).  Communications,  and  for  the  Emergency  Manage- 
ment Operations  Group.  We  can  tailor  the  work  and  responsibili- 
ties of  each  person  to  their  individual  skills  and  schedules.  Use 
your  skills  to  help  your  community;  for  information  call  264-9655. 

I  would  like  to  thank  each  of  the  more  than  fifty  dedicated 
volunteers  of  the  Agency  who  give  the  time  and  effort  to  support 
the  Town  of  Acton  during  emergencies  and  public  events. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Acton  Health,  Fire,  Building,  Mu- 
nicipal Properties,  Engineering,  Highway,  and  School  Depart- 
ments, along  with  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  and  the  Council 
on  Aging  for  their  cooperation  and  assistance. 

Norman  D.  Lake  -  Director 
John  S.  Hawkes  -  Deputy  Director 
Lawrence  M.  Hill  -  Deputy  Director 
Robert  W.  Ingram  -  Warning  Officer 
Charles  J.  Landry  -  Shelter  Manager 
Connie  Sue  Ingram  -  Assistant  Shelter  Manager 
Russell  Corkum  Jr.  -  Communications  Officer 
Anne  Marie  Desmarais  -  Medical  Liaison/Hazmat  Consultant 
Kenneth  Morehouse  -  Captain  Auxiliary  Fire 


Carole  L.  Landry  -  Secretary 


Dick  Brewer 

Maureen  Jones 

Seth  Campbell 

Michael  McCarthy 

John  Chalmers 

Bill  Ohm 

Ellis  Clark 

Jackie  Pudsey 

Cynthia  Coolidge 

Anne  Marie  Reilly 

John  C.  Corrigan 

Edward  Reilly 

Gordon  Durk 

Frank  Robey 

Debbie  Foley 

Susanne  Simon 

Walter  N.  Hardy 

Marc  L.  Smith 

Denise  Hicks 

Lililian  Wambolt 

Kendall  Hicks 

Randy  Watson 

Marge  Hicks 

Doug  Wood 

Ann  Jones 

Richard  E.  Wright 
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AUXILIARY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  comprises  individu- 
iils  who  share  a  common  interest  in  the  fire  service,  either  through 
:areer  or  as  a  hobby.  This  department  is  a  branch  of  the  Acton 
Emergency  Management  Agency  and  reports  to  the  Director.  The 
members  are  trained  and  equipped  to  provide  numerous  support 
services  to  the  Fire  Department,  Highway  Department,  and  other 
Town  departments  at  major  fires,  disasters,  and  other  emergen- 
cies. 

Membership  in  the  department  is  open  to  people  over  the 
age  of  eighteen  who  live  or  work  within  ten  miles  of  the  Civil 
Defense  building.  Candidates  should  have  an  interest  in  the  fire 
service. 

The  Department  responds  to  all  box  alarms,  and  provides 
lighting,  recharge  of  breathing  apparatus,  salvage,  and  cleanup 
help  under  the  direction  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department.  In  addi- 
tion this  department  responds  to  water  emergencies  in  private  struc- 
tures and  responds  to  mutual  aid  calls  from  surrounding  towns 
when  requested  by  the  Acton  Fire  dispatcher. 

The  Department  operates  a  1980  light  duty  rescue  vehicle 
that  is  equipped  with  an  onboard  generator,  lighting  equipment, 
submersible  pumps  and  hose  for  water  removal  and  a  variety  of 
hand  tools  for  salvage  and  overhaul  operations. 

The  second  vehicle  is  a  1977  Dodge  four-wheel-drive 
pickup.  It  carries  approximately  300  gallons  of  water,  a  pump, 
and  an  assortment  of  hoses  and  tools.  This  truck's  primary  mis- 
sion is  to  assist  the  Fire  Department  at  major  brush  fires  where 
off-road  operation  is  required.  It  also  is  valuable  in  a  variety  of 
^  pumping  operations. 

1994  was  an  average  year.  The  Auxiliary  Fire  Department 
responded  to  76  calls:  26  box  alarms,  34  water  problems,  8  mis- 
cellaneous special  services,  and  8  lighting/power  operations.  This 
Department  has  put  in  more  than  530  volunteer  hours  that  do  not 
include  meetings  and  drills. 


There  are  no  charges  made  for  services  as  the  vehicles  and 
equipment  are  provided  through  an  appropriation  of  the  Acton 
Town  Meeting.  Every  year  we  try  to  help  the  different  depart- 
ments more  than  the  year  before.  However,  we  would  not  be  able 
to  do  this  without  new  and  repaired  equipment.  We  are  grateful 
for  the  continued  cooperation  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  along 
with  the  Highway  Department  and  the  Garage  Mechanics  for  keep- 
ing our  equipment  and  vehicles  in  running  condition.  Many  thanks 
to  all. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Department  for 
their  dedication  of  both  time  and  energy. 

Officers 

Director  Norman  Lake 
Deputy  Director  John  Hawkes 
Captain  Kenneth  Morehouse 
Lieutenant  Robert  Foley 

Firefighters 

John  Chirichiello 
Tim  Doran 
Lynn  Goulet 
Robert  Holt 
Eric  McCoy 
Jeremy  Medicus 
Thomas  Muise 
Heather  Noyes 
Jonathan  Ryan 
Brian  Saltsgaver 
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EXPLORER  POST  7 


During  the  calendar  year  of  1 994  with  new  officers  and  mem- 
bers we  have  faced  new  challenges  and  new  goals.  This  is  due  to 
the  increased  interest  that  the  members  have  shown. 

The  Acton  Search  and  Rescue  Explorer  Post  7  is  a  volun- 
teer organization  under  the  direction  of  the  Acton  Emergency 
Management  Agency.  Post  7  is  a  coed  unit,  sponsored  by  the 
Acton  Lions  Club.  Membership  is  open  to  young  adults  from  14 
to  21  years  old,  from  Acton  and  the  surrounding  communities. 
We  meet  every  Wednesday  night  at  7:30  P.M.  at  the  Civil  Defense 
Building  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  School  Streets. 

This  year,  unlike  the  past  few,  we  have  taken  an  interest  in 
Fire  Musters.  It  has  given  us  the  chance  to  work  with  fire  equip- 
ment and  initiate  relationships  with  other  fire  departments  and 
explorer  posts.  It  has  strengthened  our  ability  to  work  with  one 
another  and  our  interests  in  the  emergency  services.  We  partici- 
pated in  musters  as  close  as  Boxborough  and  as  far  away  as  York, 
Maine.  Several  ribbons  and  a  trophy  were  brought  home,  along 
with  all  the  memories  of  the  fun  we  had. 

On  top  of  having  fun  at  musters,  we  went  to  several  fire 
exhibits  where  we  learned  more  about  the  fire  and  medical  ser- 
vice. We  also  went  to  Maine  for  a  week's  vacation  roughing  it 
with  portable  stoves  and  no  shower. 

Every  week  there  has  been  a  training  topic  from  communi- 
cation to  search  and  rescue  techniques.  First  Aid  and  CPR  are 
reviewed  regularly  since  we  got  certified  this  past  September.  In 
May,  with  comfortable  weather  to  our  advantage,  we  conducted  a 
Search  and  Rescue  Drill  in  the  woods  of  Acton. 


We  continue  to  assist  at  the  Bolton  Fair  in  September,  Conant 
School  Crafts  Fair  in  October,  and  the  Lions  Club  Ski  and  Skate 
Sale  in  November.  We  also  did  First  Aid  for  the  Boy  Scouts  for 
the  freeze-out  in  February,  the  Isaac  Davis  Camporee  in  April, 
and  the  Town  Fair  in  July. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  our  advisors 
and  committee:  Acton  Emergency  Management;  Acton  Auxiliary 
Fire,  and  all  those  who  have  made  this  year  truly  educational. 

Heather  Noyes  -  President  Advisors: 

Robert  Gabriel  -  Vice  President  Connie  Ingram 

Kerra  Noyes  -  Treasurer\Secretary  Norman  Lake 

Scott  Landry 

Lori  Coolidge 

Alyn  Rich 

Eddie  Warren 

Jesse  Cooper 

Steve  Vliet 

Andrew  Gabriel 

Stephanie  Green 

Shannon  Rouvel 

Mathew  Gamage 
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ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 


The  function  of  the  Engineering  Department  is  to  provide 
the  Town  boards,  committees,  and  departments  with  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  Land  Surveying  expertise;  to  design,  obtain  approv- 
als for,  and  supervise  the  construction  of  public  works  projects;  to 
evaluate  the  engineering  aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for  Town 
boards  and  commissions;  to  inspect  subdivision  construction 
within  the  Town  to  insure  conformance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions; and  to  maintain  and  update  Town  maps,  atlases,  and  associ- 
ated files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  currently  consists  of 
David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S.,  Engineering  Administrator;  Dennis  P.  Ring, 
Engineering  Assistant  II;  and  Corey  S.  York,  Senior  Engineering 
Aide.  Donna  M.  Jacobs,  our  former  part-time  secretary,  now  works 
full  time  as  the  Assistant  Planner.  Alan  D.  Perry,  part-time  Engi- 
neering Assistant  I,  left  to  work  full  time  for  the  Board  of  Health. 
Eric  K.  Durling,  P.E.,  is  retained  on  an  "as  needed"  basis  to  pro- 
vide professional  engineering  review  of  minor  departmental 
projects. 

The  Engineering  Department  supervises  and  coordinates 
several  major  on-going  projects  that  are  reviewed  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Highway  Department  (MHD).  The  design  work  is  done 
by  private  engineering  consultants  hired  by  the  Town,  but  when 
approved  by  the  MHD  the  actual  construction  is  funded  by  the 
State.  The  project  this  year  was  the  completion  of  the  design  of 
the  new  bridge  on  Wetherbee  Street  over  Nashoba  Brook.  This 
work  is  now  finished;  the  project  is  approved  by  the  MHD  and 
has  been  advertised  for  construction  next  year.  Wetherbee  Street 
will  be  closed  to  through  traffic  during  the  term  of  construction. 

The  South  Acton  railroad  bridge  has  been  a  source  of  con- 
cern in  recent  years.  This  being  a  state-owned  bridge,  the  Engi- 
neering Department  does  not  have  an  active  decision-making  role 
in  matters  concerning  the  bridge.  However,  this  year  we  have 
assisted  the  MHD  and  its  design  consultant,  Barnes  and  Jamis, 
with  minor  problems  related  to  the  design  work  for  the  new  bridge. 
This  project  was  also  advertised  in  December  and  we  understand 
construction  is  scheduled  to  start  this  spring. 

Each  year  in  addition  to  the  type  of  projects  described  above, 
the  Engineering  Department  does  the  survey,  design  and/or  lay- 
out of  several  projects  constructed  by  the  Highway  Department. 
A  major  project  of  this  type  was  the  replacement  of  the  Concord 
Road  bridge  over  Nashoba  Brook.  This  project  involved  the  in- 
stallation of  three  precast  concrete  box  culverts  plus  construction 
of  a  new  sidewalk.  Concord  Road  was  also  widened  slightly  at 
this  location  and  now  matches  the  width  of  pavement  on  the  rest 
of  the  road.  A  similar  project  was  completion  of  the  renovations 
to  the  South  Acton  Commuter  Rail  parking  lot;  these  included 
installation  of  4 1  additional  non-resident  meters  and  construction 
of  a  pick-up/drop-off  area  at  the  front  of  the  lot.  With  these  modi- 
fications, there  are  now  262  parking  spaces  at  the  lot  (up  from 
228)  plus  5  handicap  spaces  and  1  van-accessible  handicap  space. 


The  survey  for  and  design  of  new  sidewalks  on  exi.sting 
Town  roads  is  an  ongoing  project  for  the  department.  This  past 
year  we  completed  the  process  of  obtaining  permanent  easements 
for  the  "middle  section"  of  the  Charter  Road  sidewalk.  The  side- 
walk on  Pope  Road  from  Stoneymeade  Way  to  Great  Road  was 
also  completed,  and  we  have  started  the  survey  and  design  for  a 
sidewalk  on  School  Street  from  Piper  Road  to  Sandy  Drive. 

Miscellaneous  projects  were  undertaken  for  other  depart- 
ments during  the  year,  such  as  preparing  plans  for  dredging  Ice 
House  Pond  for  the  Conservation  Commission,  and  surveying  the 
old  train  station  property  on  School  Street  for  the  Municipal  Prop- 
erties Department.  We  also  continued  the  Forest  Road  Landfill 
groundwater  monitoring  well  project.  Around  of  sampling  is  done 
annually  each  spring  and  the  results  are  sent  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Protection.  We  also  prepared  a  tem- 
porary stockpiling  plan  in  anticipation  of  being  eligible  to  receive 
clay  material  from  the  Central  Artery /Third  Harbor  Tunnel  project. 
This  material  would  be  used  to  permanently  cap  the  Forest  Road 
Landfill.  We  have  also  prepared  bid  specifications  and  a  prelimi- 
nary design  for  new  precast  concrete  box  culverts  for  Central  Street 
over  Fort  Pond  Brook  near  Elm  Street.  Finally,  the  traffic  signals 
on  Main  Street  at  Post  Office  Square  were  installed  this  year. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  from  initial  submission  to  final  completion  of  the 
roads.  When  a  plan  is  submitted,  a  comprehensive  engineering 
evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  subdivision  is  made,  based 
on  current  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  Hearthstone 
Farm,  Mill  Comer,  Maple  Creek,  Acorn  Park,  Maddy  Lane, 
Parmley  Drive,  MacGregor  Lane,  Washington  Drive  Extension, 
Marshall  Crossing,  Perkins  Lane,  McGovem  Estates,  New  View 
and  Audubon  Hill  were  reviewed  and/or  inspected  in  this  manner. 
The  Engineering  Department  also  did  a  substantial  amount  of  work 
for  the  Planning  Board,  including  bond  estimates  for  subdivision 
roads  and  reviews  of  common  drive  special  permits. 

The  Engineering  Department  handles  the  daily  routine  of 
inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the  installation  of  utilities  and  drive- 
ways; responding  to  requests  concerning  drainage  problems;  re- 
viewing site  plans;  preparing  street  acceptance  documents;  up- 
dating the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning  Maps  and  other 
Town  Maps;  providing  the  general  public  with  information;  and 
assisting  the  various  Town  boards  and  agencies.  We  continue  as 
time  is  available  to  convert  the  Town  Atlas  Maps  to  AutoCadd 
drawings. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  received  from  the  other  Town 
departments,  boards  and  committees.  We  look  forward  to  further 
productive  efforts  in  the  coming  year. 

David  R  Abbt,  RL.S. 
Engineering  Administrator 
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FENCE  VIEWER 

The  duties  of  the  fence  viewer  are  contained  in  Massachu- 
setts General  Laws,  Chapter  49,  Section  1-20,  inclusive.  This  law 
pertains  to  the  need  for  partition  fences  on  property  lines  of  ad- 
joining improved  parcels  of  land  used  for  agricultural  purposes 
(primarily  the  keeping  of  livestock).  The  appointed  fence  viewer 
for  the  Town  reports  no  activity  in  such  partition  fences  for  the 
year  1994. 

Although  this  is  now  an  archaic  position,  several  general 
questions  concerning  fences  are  answered  each  year.  Landown- 
ers, when  erecting  fences,  should  keep  the  following  facts  in  mind: 

1.  Section  5.3.1  of  the  Town's  Zoning  Bylaw  limits  the 
height  of  walls  and  fences  in  yard  setback  areas  to  no 
more  than  eight  feet. 

2.  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  49,  Section  21, 
determines  when  certain  fences  may  be  deemed  a  private 
nuisance  and  should  be  consulted  when  there  is  a  question 
concerning  a  spite  fence. 

3.  Section  E39  of  the  Town  Bylaws  provides  that  when 
erecting  a  fence  fronting  on  a  public  way  the  fence  should 
not  encroach  within  the  public  right  of  way  without  a 
written  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Assistance 
in  determining  the  location  of  this  right-of-way  line  is 
generally  available  from  the  Acton  Engineering  Depart- 
ment. 

4.  The  installation  of  a  fence  does  not  generally  require  a 
building  permit;  however,  erecting  a  fence  in  a  Local 
Historic  District  will  usually  require  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  from  the  Acton  Historic  District  Com- 
mission. 

I  can  be  reached  at  264-9628. 

David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Fence  Viewer 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

The  Finance  Committee  is  comprised  of  nine  members  who 
must  be  registered  voters  of  the  Town  and  appointed  by  the  Town 
Moderator  for  staggered  three-year  terms.  Committee  members 
cannot  serve  simultaneously  on  any  other  standing  committee 
having  to  do  with  the  expenditures  of  Town  funds.  The  committee 
meets,  on  average,  every  two  weeks.  Members  also  attend  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  School  Committees  and  others 
Agencies  as  appropriate. 


The  Finance  Committee  had  an  active  and  successful  year. 
We  made  significant  progress  in  our  project  to  develop  historical 
spending  models  for  the  Town's  three  budget  entities:  the  Mu- 
nicipality, the  Public  Schools,  and  the  Regional  Schools.  Infor- 
mation for  the  Public  Schools  was  completed  earlier  this  year.  We 
are  currently  reviewing  the  Municipal  expenditures  and  later  this 
year  we  will  begin  the  Regional  Schools. 

This  comprehensive  set  of  information  will  be  used  to  bet- 
ter understand  how  our  taxes  have  been  spent,  to  develop  mean- 
ingful spending  trends,  and  as  a  vehicle  to  communicate  to  the 
residents,  in  understandable  terms,  this  often  confusing  set  of  data. 
We  are  also  hoping  to  use  these  models  as  a  tool  in  developing  a 
long  range  plan. 

The  project  already  has  benefited  Acton.  Review  of  the  Pub- 
lic School  information  with  management  will  enable  them  to  take 
a  creative  approach  to  offset  some  of  the  spending  increases  in 
the  fiscal  1996  budget  currently  under  development. 

In  beginning  our  review  of  the  Municipal  expenditures  it 
became  clear  that  a  major  management  issue  was  the  outdated 
and  inefficient  accounting  and  management  information  system 
in  use.  The  Town  is  about  to  begin  replacing  these  outdated  sys- 
tems. We  support  their  efforts  and  encourage  an  aggressive  imple- 
mentation timetable. 

The  project  to  develop  these  historical  models  has  taken  a 
significant  amount  of  time.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee members  Sidney  Johnston  and  Herman  Kabakoff  for  their 
extensive  efforts  and  perseverance. 

We  are  supportive  of  the  newly  formed  Acton  Leadership 
Group.  We  believe  that  it  is  important  for  the  Selectmen,  the  Pub- 
lic and  Regional  School  Boards,  the  Finance  Committee,  the  Town 
Manager  and  the  School  Superintendent  to  all  work  together  for 
the  benefit  of  the  long  range  interests  in  our  town.  We  commend 
School  Committee  member  Steve  Aronson  for  his  leadership  in 
this  area. 

In  closing,  the  Finance  Committee  thanks  the  Schools  and 
Town  Boards,  together  with  their  staff,  for  providing  information 
requested  and  for  their  cooperation  throughout  the  year. 


John  Rogers,  Chair 
Sharron  Gaudet,  Vice-Chair 
Elliott  Whitney,  Clerk 
Sidney  Johnston 
Herman  Kabakoff 
Paul  Kohout 
Charles  Olmstead 
David  Steinhilper 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Acton 
Fire  Department  for  1994.  From  an  emergency  incident  stand- 
point, 1994  was  a  relatively  quiet  year.  Although  there  were  sev- 
eral significant  fires,  there  were  no  major  fires  or  major  emer- 
gency incidents.  More  importantly,  however,  there  were  no  fa- 
talities or  serious  injuries. 

Conversely,  from  an  organizational  standpoint,  1994  was  a 
very  pro-active  year.  Two  of  our  major  goals  during  the  past  year 
were  to  increase  training  and  to  expand  public  education  efforts; 
and  both  were  accomplished.  Following  is  an  overview  of  some 
specific  areas  of  interest  and  accomplishment  during  the  past  year. 

APPARATUS  &  EQUIPMENT— Our  apparatus  and 
equipment  remained  in  very  good  condition  due  largely  to  the 
efforts  of  captain  Edward  Bennett,  our  Maintenance  Coordinator. 
Most  of  the  actual  maintenance  work  is  done  by  the  mechanics  at 
the  Highway  Department.  However,  our  personnel  provide  weekly 
maintenance  checks  of  all  apparatus  and  equipment  with  follow- 
up  as  necessary. 

After  our  1965  Aerial  Ladder  Truck  was  placed  out  of  ser- 
vice due  to  extensive  ladder  problems,  we  were  fortunate  to  be 
able  to  acquire  a  Smeal  105 -foot  Aerial  Ladder  Truck.  This  piece 
of  apparatus  provides  greater  reach,  greater  ease  of  operation,  and 
most  importantly,  greater  safety  for  the  personnel  of  this  depart- 
ment and  for  the  citizens  of  the  Town.  In  addition,  we  were  able 
to  extensively  overhaul  the  diesel  engine  on  Engine  27,  the  Snor- 
kel Pumper. 

We  also  placed  in  service  a  new  four-wheel  drive  Chevrolet 
Blazer  for  the  use  of  the  Shift  Commanders.  This  vehicle  pro- 
vides more  versatility,  greater  reliability  under  adverse  weather 
and  terrain  conditions,  and  is  equipped  with  an  extensive  comple- 
ment of  communications  equipment  to  be  utilized  in  command 
situations. 

During  the  year,  we  began  the  process  of  converting  our 
engines  to  large  diameter  hose  for  water  supply  lines.  This  pro- 
vides greater  safety,  efficiency,  and  reliability  in  the  delivery  of 
water  from  the  source  to  the  fire  scene. 

EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SERVICES— Our  depart- 
ment currently  has  a  staff  of  27  certified  Emergency  Medical  Tech- 
nicians with  the  remainder  of  our  personnel  trained  to  the  First 
Responder  level.  Our  Emergency  Medical  Services  activities  were 
supervised  by  FF/EMTs  Kevin  Lyons  and  Robert  Wetherbee,  who 
were  assisted  primarily  by  FF/EMTs  Anita  Amum  and  James  Ray. 

Extensive  in-house  training  activities  in  First  Responder 
skills,  CPR  and  the  use  of  the  Semi-Automatic  Defibrillator  were 
conducted.  Further,  many  of  our  Firefighter/EMTs  were  trained 
and  authorized  to  use  an  automatic  epinephrine  injector  pen  or 
EPl-PEN. 

Our  Firefighter/EMTs  responded  to  approximately  900 
emergency  medicals  and/or  motor  vehicle  accidents.  On  a  num- 
ber of  occasions,  we  encountered  multiple  emergency  medical  calls 


and  were  capably  assisted  by  mutual  aid  ambulances  from  sur- 
rounding communities.  In  addition,  on  many  occasions  we  are 
assisted  by  the  excellent  Paramedic  Service  from  Emerson  Hos- 
pital. 

EMERGENCY  PLANNING— We  also  continued  to  be 
involved  in  Emergency  Planning  during  the  year.  Although  the 
Town  has  an  approved  Emergency  Plan  in  place,  it  was  necessary 
to  begin  a  review  and  upgrade  process.  This  was  done  in  con- 
junction with  the  Local  Emergency  Planning  Committee;  plans 
are  underway  for  this  process  to  be  completed  in  1995.  I  would 
like  to  specifically  mention  and  thank  John  Hawkes,  the  Deputy 
Emergency  Management  Director,  for  his  efforts  in  this  area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ACTIVITIES— En  vironmental  ac- 
tivities also  increased  during  the  year.  There  were  a  total  of  52 
underground  tanks,  with  a  total  capacity  of  1 14,225  gallons,  which 
were  removed  and  inspected  in  accordance  with  state  regulations. 
None  of  the  tanks  that  were  removed  was  found  to  be  leaking.  In 
addition  to  underground  tank  activities,  there  were  a  total  of  44 
requests  for  environmental  research  on  various  sites  throughout 
the  Town.  These  inquiries  are  handled  by  FF/EMT  William  Klauer. 

FIRE  ALARM — We  continued  to  expand  our  extensive 
municipal  fire  alarm  system  by  placing  in  service  seven  additional 
master  fire  alarm  boxes  on  commercial  structures  and  three  street 
fire  alarm  boxes  in  residential  areas.  Our  entire  system  now  con- 
sists of  a  total  of  385  emergency  call  boxes  throughout  the  Town. 
We  also  continued  our  expansion  of  the  emergency  medical  call 
box  system  by  installing  emergency  medical  call  boxes  at  the 
Coward  Field  Playground  and  at  the  intersection  of  Old  High  Street 
and  Powdermill  Road.  The  entire  municipal  fire  alarm  system 
continues  to  be  checked  on  a  quarterly  basis  by  on-duty  person- 
nel. We  are  also  in  the  process  of  upgrading  the  equipment  used 
to  receive  fire  alarms.  All  of  this  work  is  accomplished  under  the 
capable  supervision  of  Lt.  George  Williams,  our  Fire  Alarm  Su- 
perintendent. 

FIRE  PREVENTION/PUBLIC  EDUCATION— As  men- 
tioned, a  major  accomplishment  was  attained  in  the  area  of  public 
education,  which  is  coordinated  by  FF/EMT  William  Klauer.  He 
is  assisted  by  FF/EMTs  Anita  Arnum,  James  Ray,  Scott  Morse, 
Mark  Richardson,  John  White,  Peter  Robinson,  and  Lt.  Robert 
Vanderhoof. 

The  extensive  list  of  activities  during  the  year  can  be  sum- 
marized by  the  following  public  education  efforts:  Scout  Merit 
Badge  counseling,  CPR  classes,  fire  station  tours,  nursery  school 
programs,  nursing  home  programs,  industrial  health  fair  partici- 
pation, and  participation  in  the  Friends  of  Acton  Nurses  Christ- 
mas Program.  We  continued  our  co-sponsorship  with  the  Acton 
Police  Department  of  another  successful  babysitting  course. 

With  the  assistance  of  many  volunteers,  we  conducted  a  very 
successful  Open  House  in  October  as  part  of  the  Oktoberfest  spon- 
sored by  West  Acton  merchants.  We  estimated  that  well  over  a 
thousand  people  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  Fire  Headquarters, 
view  the  various  displays  and  demonstrations,  look  at  our  excel- 
lent fire  apparatus,  and  talk  with  our  personnel. 
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We  were  privileged  once  again  to  have  two  high  school  in- 
terns visit  and  learn  about  our  department  and  possible  career 
opportunities.  Christopher  Sammet  and  Andrew  Popelka,  who 
will  graduate  from  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  in 
June,  spent  a  total  of  approximately  50  hours  with  our  personnel 
responding  to  medical  incidents,  motor  vehicle  accidents,  and  fires. 
At  this  point,  Christopher  has  expressed  an  interest  in  working  in 
the  area  of  fire  suppression. 

Due  to  the  greater  building  construction  and  renovations, 
we  experienced  an  overall  increase  in  inspectional  activities.  The 
statistics  at  the  end  of  this  report  relative  to  permits  issued  give 
some  indication  as  to  the  number  of  actual  inspections  required 
with  the  exception  of  burning  permits.  A  major  portion  of  the 
inspectional  activities  are  either  performed  or  supervised  by 
Deputy  Chief  William  Primiano. 

HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS— Fortunately,  during  1994 
there  were  no  major  hazardous  materials  incidents  in  the  Town. 
FF/EMT  Kevin  Lyons  continues  to  train  and  respond  with  the 
District  14  Regional  Hazardous  Materials  Team.  This  team  of 
approximately  30  personnel  with  special  training  and  equipment 
is  available  to  this  department  should  the  need  arise.  In  addition, 
our  on-duty  personnel  continued  hazardous  materials  training, 
primarily  in  the  area  of  decontamination  activities. 

INFORMATION  MANAGEMENT— We  continued  to 
enhance  our  computer  capabilities  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Rob- 
ert Vanderhoof,  our  Computer  coordinator.  This  included  addi- 
tional training  for  many  of  our  personnel  in  the  use  of  the  com- 
puter, as  well  as  additional  activities  to  expand  the  various  areas 
of  information  management  available  to  us  within  our  present 
system.  We  are  now  able  to  generate  a  greater  degree  of  statisti- 
cal information  which  is  valuable  not  only  for  recordkeeping,  but 
also  for  long-range  planning. 

PERSONNEL — The  first  item  of  note  relative  to  our  per- 
sonnel is  the  retirement  of  Captain  Clarence  Frost  after  providing 
33  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  Town  with  this  department. 
Although  his  retirement  comes  as  a  loss  to  this  department,  his 
expertise  has  not  been  totally  lost  as  he  continues  to  serve  and 
work  with  this  department  as  the  Wiring  Inspector  for  the  Town. 
As  a  result  of  Captain  Frost's  retirement,  a  process  was  commenced 
to  select  a  replacement  for  him.  At  this  writing  this  process  is  still 
continuing. 

We  were  pleased  to  fill  an  existing  vacancy  by  hiring  FF/ 
EMT  Robert  M.  Smith,  Jr.  FF/EMT  Smith  has  an  extensive  train- 
ing and  service  background  with  the  Boxborough  Fire  Depart- 
ment; he  has  already  proved  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

All  of  our  personnel  were  saddened  by  the  passing  of  re- 
tired Career  Firefighter  William  Soar.  However,  in  a  family  tradi- 
tion his  two  sons  continue  to  serve  as  career  firefighters.  Retired 
Call  Firefighters  James  Wilson  and  E.  Phillip  Lowden  also  passed 
away  during  the  year. 

TRAINING — As  mentioned,  one  of  our  major  goals  which 
we  attained  was  to  significantly  increase  our  training  activities. 


We  were  very  successful  in  this  regard  with  a  total  of  1600  hours 
of  combined  training  conducted  in-house.  This  training  included 
extensive  training  on  the  Aerial  Ladder  by  our  personnel  and  fac- 
tory representatives  and  courses  in  the  use  of  large  diameter  hose, 
interior  fire  attack,  and  firefighting  foam.  In  many  cases  our  train- 
ing was  further  supplemented  by  outside  courses  conducted  at,  or 
in  conjunction  with,  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy.  This 
program  is  capably  supervised  by  FF  David  Soar,  our  Training 
Coordinator. 

Of  special  note  in  this  area  is  Deputy  Fire  Chief  William 
Primiano's  successful  completion  of  the  Chief  Officer  Training 
course  held  at  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy  in  con- 
junction with  the  University  of  Massachusetts. 

UNDERWATER  RECOVERY  TEAM— The  Underwa- 
ter Recovery  Team,  headed  by  Lt.  Carl  Robinson,  our  Dive  Mas- 
ter, and  assisted  by  numerous  personnel  of  this  department,  was 
greatly  involved  in  extensive  recovery  activities  for  a  drowning 
victim  in  the  Town  of  Maynard.  These  recovery  activities  lasted 
several  days  and  involved  our  boat  and  rescue  truck  as  well.  We 
continue  to  have  an  active  dive  team  consisting  of  approximately 
six  divers  who  are  utilized  not  only  in  our  town,  but  also  in  other 
towns  in  our  mutual  aid  area. 

In  conclusion,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  preceding  report,  1994 
was  a  relatively  fire  safe  year  for  which  we  are  thankful.  It  was 
also  a  pro-active  year  for  this  department  organizationally.  I  an- 
ticipate that  1995  will  be  equally  progressive  as  we  continue  to 
pursue  additional  training,  upgraded  equipment,  and  a  greater 
emphasis  on  long-range  planning.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  for  their  assistance  and 
cooperation  in  making  this  possible. 

In  addition,  as  always  I  would  thank  all  the  other  Town  de- 
partments and  agencies  for  their  assistance  during  the  year.  1  would 
especially  thank  the  Civil  Defense  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  who 
continue  to  provide  support  to  us  in  the  performance  of  our  du- 
ties. 

Following  is  the  statistical  summary  of  activities  through- 
out the  year  as  compiled  by  FF/EMT  William  Klauer. 

Robert  C.  Craig 
Fire  Chief 


ACTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL  STATISTICS  - 1994 


Type  of  Incident 

Total 

Brush  fire 

25 

Water  rescue 

1 

False  alarm 

27 

Bomb  scare 

1 

System  malfunction 

178 

Unintentional  alarm 

66 

Structure  fire 

18 

Outside  property 

10 

Vehicle  fire 

26 

Explosion,  no  fire 

2 

26 


Type  of  Incident 

Total 

F^'irf c  iinplnvcifipn 

1 

i 

v_  1  iiiiiiic  y  1 11  & 

rLRJCI  Ull  olv/VC 

n(">orl  intpnt 

16 

9 

^^rintrol lf*H  hiiminty 

111  \JI  ICU  UUI  III]  Ic^ 

1 

I 

Alarm  nthf*r  than  firp 

i^lOllllf   V^lllWI    lllull  111^ 

2 

Steam  for  smoke 

1 

Nothing  found 

16 

Smil   Ipal^/nr*  icrnition 

OLil  1 1  f  I(^<1^  1 1^  ■       ' ill Wl  1 

1  \J 

Pxcp<isive  heat 

L^A^Wi3>.>l              II well 

1 

Pnwpr  linp  Hnwn 

10 
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Hazardous  condition 
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Master  box  activity 
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Odor  condition 

17 
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5 
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Motor  vehicle  accident 
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Illegal  burning 
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Mutual  aid  dispatched 

22 

TOTAL  INCrDFNTS 

Structure  Fires 

Assessed  value  of  buildings 

$14,042,110 
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Estimated  losses 

$42,700 
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Mobile  tanks 
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1  1 

Gunnowder  storage 

1 

X 

Sprinkler  shut  off 

1 

1 

Underground  storage  nermifs 

7 

Underground  tank  removals 

57 

Burning  permits  issued 

1,280 

TOTAL  PERMITS  ISSUED 

1,605 

FORT  DEVENS  TASK  FORCE 

Over  the  past  year,  the  Fort  Devens  Task  Force  continued  to 
monitor  development  at  Fort  Devens.  Most  of  the  redevelopment 
activity  this  year  involved  the  completion  and  approval  of  the  Re- 
Use  Plan.  The  Plan  was  approved  by  both  the  State  and  the  Towns 
of  Ayer,  Harvard  and  Shirley.  Approval  of  the  Plan  activated  the 
Devens  Enterprise  Commission  legislation  that  was  passed  by  the 
State  legislature  in  December  1993.  This  legislation  establishes 
and  funds  the  State  Land  Bank  as  the  owner  of  the  Fort  Devens 
property  with  all  responsibility  for  municipal  services.  The  Army 
will  transfer  the  property  to  the  Land  Bank  by  the  spring  or  sum- 
mer of  1995. 

It  is  anticipated  that  many  of  the  re-use  proposals  that  have 
been  explored  and  negotiated  over  the  past  year  and  a  half  will 
become  operational  during  1995.  The  Intermodal  Rail  Facility  is 
the  only  proposal  that  has  been  implemented;  it  was  granted  a 
short  term  interim  lease  in  April  of  1993. 

The  Task  Force  will  be  recommending  dissolution  of  the 
Task  Force  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  two  reasons:  1)  Fort 
Devens  will  not,  in  the  immediate  future,  be  considered  as  a  pos- 
sible airport  site,  and  2)  the  businesses  and  agencies  that  are  con- 
sidering locating  at  Devens  will  not  impact  the  Town  of  Acton.  If, 
in  the  future,  there  are  any  significant  changes  from  the  current 
pattern  of  development,  the  Task  Force  would  recommend  re-es- 
tablishing the  Task  Force. 

Carol  Place,  Chair 
John  Ekberg,  Vice-Chair 
Mark  Donohoe 
George  Neagle 
Marilyn  Wolfson 


GOODNOW  FUND 

The  Goodnow  Will  specifies  for  the  perpetual  care  payment 
made  to  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  the  balance  of  the  interest 
earned  from  the  fund  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton  Congregational 
Church. 

Investment  $3,000.00 

Receipts  &  Disbursements 

Interest  earned  7/1/93  to  6/30/94  193.37 

Town  of  Acton  for  perpetual  care  of 

Goodnow  lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery  20.00 

Treasurer  of  Acton  Congregational  Church  173.37 

Mabel  A.  Grekula 
Shirley  V.  Towie 
Frances  S.  Moretti 
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HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY 
COMMISSION 

The  HFAC  was  created  by  an  Act  of  the  State  Legislature  in 
1980,  and  consists  of  members  from  the  abutting  towns  (Con- 
cord, Lexington,  Bedford,  and  Lincoln),  other  affected  towns 
(Acton.  Carlisle),  Massport,  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration, 
the  U.S.  Air  Force,  business  interests  at  the  airport,  area-wide  or- 
ganizations, local  citizens  groups,  and  the  National  Park  Service. 
Acton  has  one  representative  and  one  alternate;  as  of  September 
1.  the  people  listed  below  replaced  the  previous  representatives. 
Copies  of  all  minutes  are  on  file  in  the  Acton  Library. 

In  1994,  the  following  activities  at  the  airfield  had  an  im- 
pact on  Acton. 

•  Support  was  mobilized  to  keep  Han.scom  Air  Force  Base 
out  of  the  current  round  of  military  base  closings.  This 
included  lobbying  of  Governor  Weld,  the  State's  con- 
gressional delegations,  and  others.  The  final  list  of  clo- 
sures will  become  public  on  March  1, 1995.  Note  that  the 
Air  Field  and  the  Air  Base  are  separate,  and  a  base  closing 
does  not  necessarily  mean  the  Massport  facility  will 
close. 

•  Should  the  base  close,  there  will  be  a  large  impact.  The 
New  England  Economic  Impact  Study  (for  the  Air  Base), 
released  in  March  1 994,  indicated  an  economic  impact  to 
New  England  of  $3.2B  in  Fiscal  Year  1994.  The  impact 
to  Acton  alone  was  estimated  at  254  jobs  with  a  yearly 
salary  of  $14.3M. 

•  Daytime  operations  (7  a.m.  -  1 1  p.m.)  were  down  5% 
from  1993,  and  continue  a  downward  trend  in  overall 
operations  from  previous  years.  The  long  runway  was 
closed  for  3  months  for  resurfacing,  and  contributed 
somewhat  to  the  lower  figures. 

•  Nighttime  operations  were  up  6%  from  1 993,  reversing  a 
downward  trend.  Night  operations  continue  to  be  less 
than  1  %  of  total  operations.  The  fee  charged  for  night 
operations  increased  by  2-3%  as  of  July  1. 

•  Noise  continues  to  be  the  largest  concern  of  the  surround- 
ing towns.  A  noise  monitoring  system  has  now  been  in 
place  for  the  past  year,  and  data  indicates  a  slightly 
downward  trend  in  noise  over  the  last  year  (this  directly 
relates  to  the  lower  number  of  operations).  Noise  com- 
plaints from  Acton  residents  were  few,  continuing  the 
trend  over  the  last  few  years. 

•  A  report  entitled  "The  State  of  Hanscom"  is  published  in 
February.  This  provides  more  detail  on  Hanscom  opera- 
tions and  financials,  and  is  available  at  the  Acton  Library. 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

The  Highway  Department  reconstructed  several  sidewalks 
in  Town.  A  concrete  sidewalk  was  constructed  at  the  Library.  A 
bituminous  concrete  sidewalk  was  constructed  on  Concord  Road 
at  Route  2A  and  also  on  Pope  Road.  New  berms  were  installed 
around  Town.  New  guardrails  were  replaced  or  repaired  in  many 
locations  in  Town.  The  Highway  Department  completed  install- 
ing the  parking  meters,  reconstructed  the  islands  and  paved  the 
Railroad  Parking  Lot.  The  trash  was  picked  up  along  the  road- 
sides throughout  the  year. 

Snow  fencing  was  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street 
and  Hayward  Road  and  also  on  Wetherbee  Street  and  Route  2. 
Sand  barrels  were  cleaned,  filled  with  sand  and  placed  around 
Town.  Salt  and  sand  will  be  available  at  the  Town  Yard,  14  Forest 
Road,  for  all  the  Townspeople. 

Drainage  was  replaced  on  Alcott  Street,  Meadowbrook 
Road,  Revolutionary  Road,  and  Faulkner  Hill  Road.  Three  new 
culverts  were  installed  on  Concord  Road  at  the  Ice  House  Pond. 

The  Transfer  Station  is  transporting  9,300  tons  of  trash  per 
year  to  NESWC.  The  Highway  Department  continued  the  leaf 
recycling  program  and  the  Christmas  tree  recycling  program.  This 
year  2,500  tons  were  collected  saving  the  Town  money  on  the 
tipping  fees.  B.F.I.  Waste  Systems  is  hauling  all  of  our  recyclables 
from  the  recycling  center.  A  new  building  was  donated  by  Acorn 
Structures  for  the  attendant  at  the  gate. 

All  drainage  structures  were  raised  for  paving.  Chapter  90 
money  was  used  for  all  paving  (State  funds).  These  roads  were 
crackfilled  also.  All  roads  were  swept  and  all  catchbasins  were 
cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  Assistant,  Dave  Brown  and  my 
Secretary,  Elaine  Lawson  for  their  help.  Also  my  thanks  to  the 
men  on  the  Highway  Department  for  an  excellent  job  done.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  all  other  Departments  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Richard  Howe 
Highway  Superintendent 


John  Ekberg,  Acton  Representative 
Richard  Rippere,  Acton  Alternate 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 

The  Acton  Historic  District  Commission  operates  under  the 
A,cton  Historic  District  Bylaw  and  MGL  40-C  by  granting  certifi- 
;ates  for  exterior  changes  to  properties  located  within  the  three 
jocal  Historic  Districts  in  Acton  Center,  South  Acton,  and  West 
Acton. 

The  Historic  District  Commission  also  serves  as  a  Special 
Permit  Granting  Authority  for  signs  within  the  districts  under  the 
Acton  Zoning  Bylaw.  In  1994  the  Commission  received  45  ap- 
plications for  certificates,  and  issued  27  Certificates  of  Appropri- 
ateness and  21  Certificates  of  Non-applicability.  Most  of  the 
projects  which  came  under  the  Commission's  review  were  for 
minor  alterations,  such  as  signs,  fences,  window  and  door  replace- 
ment, and  roofing  changes. 

During  the  fall,  the  Commission  also  joined  with  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Commission  in  the  Mass.  Chapter  254  re- 
view of  the  replacement  for  the  Route  27  bridge  over  the  railroad 
in  South  Acton. 

The  Commission  would  like  to  extend  appreciation  to  the 
district  property  owners  for  their  cooperation  in  the  historic  dis- 
trict process  and  the  sensitivity  with  which  they  are  caring  for  the 
historic  buildings  that  enhance  the  lives  of  all  Acton's  citizens. 

Anne  Forbes,  Chair 
Christopher  Dallmus,  Vice-chair 
Joan  Gates,  Secretary 
Michaela  Moran 
Wesley  Mowry 
Sandra  Schmidt 
Michael  Lynch  (alternate) 
Thomas  Peterman  (alternate) 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Acton  Historical  Commission  was  engaged  in  a  variety 
of  projects  and  activities  related  to  local  history  during  1994. 

Site  Visits  were  made  to  the  following  properties: 

—  The  Liberty  Tree  House  and  Bam  in  South  Acton 

—  The  Arbors  at  Bellows  Farm  off  Davis  Road 

—  Site  of  the  New  View  Development  on  Central  Street 
in  West  Acton 

—  Building  at  498  Great  Road 

—  Hosmer  House,  300  Main  Street 

—  Marshall  Crossing  land  off  Carlisle  Road,  location  of 
stone  mounds. 

These  buildings  and  sites  were  photographed  and  follow- 
up  recommendations  were  made  where  appropriate. 


Reviews  and  comments  were  given  for  a  number  of  plans 
and  proposals  including: 

—  South  Acton  Railroad  Bridge 

—  Wetherbee  Street  Bridge 

—  West  Acton  Village  Master  Plan 

—  South  Acton  Village  Master  Plan 

—  Numerous  subdivisions  plans. 

Photographs  of  buildings  and  sites  in  Acton  were  made 
throughout  the  year.  The  Acton  Historical  Commission  has  a  fairly 
extensive  collection  of  photographs  of  properties  in  Acton  as  they 
appear  today.  We  especially  attempt  to  photograph  properties  in 
danger  of  being  demolished  or  changed. 

The  Cultural  Resource  List  is  continuously  being  updated. 
We  are  also  gathering  information  and  completing  forms  in  an 
attempt  to  recommend  the  Hosmer  House  for  placement  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Concerns  are  constantly  being  expressed  by  members  of 
the  Acton  Historical  Commission  re  the  "overdevelopment"  of 
Acton.  Our  woods  and  farmlands  are  rapidly  being  lost  to  subdi- 
visions and  the  growth  of  business.  We  are  also  concerned  that 
the  stone  mounds  on  the  Marshall  Crossing  land  be  left  undis- 
turbed until  further  study  and  research  can  be  conducted  about 
their  placement  there. 

Inquiries  regarding  Acton's  history  are  frequently  posed.  We 
welcome  questions  which  we  attempt  to  answer.  We  are  encour- 
aged that  so  many  local  (and  other)  citizens  are  interested  in  Acton's 
history  and  in  maintaining  its  heritage. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chair 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr.,  Clerk 
Victoria  Beyer 
David  Harris 
William  Klauer 


29 


HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


1994  has  once  again  proven  to  be  a  challenging  year  at  the 
Acton  Housing  Authority  as  the  Board  Members  and  the  staff 
continue  to  insure  and  increase  the  supply  of  affordable  housing 
for  low-income  elderly,  handicapped  and  families  living  in  Acton. 
Although  the  State's  funding  constraints  did  not  allow  for  the  ad- 
ditional purchase  or  construction  of  new  units,  we  did  receive  a 
grant  of  $  1 25.000  for  exterior  repair  work  at  Windsor  Green.  The 
year  ended  with  the  actual  funding  to  issue  the  25  Certificates/ 
Vouchers  previously  awarded  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development. 

Through  the  work  of  our  dedicated  staff  and  the  incredible 
support  we  receive  from  all  segments  of  the  community,  we  have 
been  able  to  continue  the  programs  we  have  run  in  the  past.  These 
programs  are  focused  on  building  self-esteem,  self-confidence, 
and  self-discipline  to  help  our  clients  break  the  cycle  of  poverty 
and  gain  independence.  Without  the  continued  support  of  the  lo- 
cal community  we  would  not  be  able  to  provide  programs  like 
HUD  Section  8's  Family  Self-Sufficiency  Program  which  promotes 
financial  independence  by  coordinating  childcare,  educational  and 
vocational  training,  and  job  placement. 

An  important  fact  we  would  like  to  communicate  to  the  resi- 
dents of  Acton  is  that  the  housing  units  we  manage  are  all  subsi- 
dized through  State  and  Federal  contracts.  The  Housing  Author- 
ity, though  its  work  benefits  the  Town,  receives  no  funds  from 
Property  Tax  revenue.  All  programs  we  run  for  our  clients  are 
either  run  or  funded  by  volunteers,  or  donations  from  local  pa- 
trons and  organizations,  or  with  state  grants. 


We  would  like  to  thank  the  following  for  their  continued 
support  and/or  financial  contributions:  Acton-Boxboro  United 
Way,  Acton-Boxboro  Junior  Women's  Club,  Lions  Club,  Rotary 
Club,  K-Mart,  Duds  Cleaners,  Shawmut  Bank,  Fleet  Bank,  Middle- 
sex Savings  Bank,  Northern  Bank,  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary 
Church,  Acton  Congregational  Church,  South  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Church  of  The  Good  Shepherd,  St.  Matthew's 
Methodist  Church,  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Stu- 
dent Council,  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  Summer  School 
Program,  Douglas  School,  Prompt  Finance,  Lau  Technologies,  Girl 
Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  A-B  Community  Education  Summer  Day 
Camp,  A-B  Community  Ed  Programs,  Children's  Discovery  Mu- 
seum, Eliot  Community  Human  Services,  Department  of  Mental 
Health,  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  Jenks  Fund,  Con- 
cord-Assabet  Adolescent  Services,  Concord  Family  Service, 
GenRad,  National  Organization  for  Women,  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee of  AHA's  Family  Self-Sufficiency  Program,  area  residents 
and  the  family  of  Doli  Atamian. 

Tom  Dill,  Chair 

Betty  McManus,  Executive  Director 

Peter  Berry,  Treasurer 

John  Noun,  Secretary,  State  Appointee 

Jean  Schoch,  Vice-Chair 

Barbara  Yates,  Member 


Building  the  playground  behmd  the  library . 
Phoio  by  Meredith  Haye.s 
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LOWELL  REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY 


The  Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  (LRTA)  is  one  of 
fourteen  regional  authorities  established  within  the  Commonwealth 
in  1974  to  continue  and  improve  local  transit  services.  Working 
with  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging,  the  LRTA  forms  the  basis  of 
three  local  transportation  services:  The  Road  Runner  Van,  the 
Council  on  Aging  Van,  and  Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service. 

Service  to  town  residents  aged  60  years  and  older,  or  those 
who  are  handicapped  is  provided  by  two  van  services  operating 
five  days  a  week.  The  Road  Runner  and  the  COA  Van  provide 
curb-to-curb,  pick-up  service  in  Acton  and  surrounding  towns  on 
an  advance  (24-hour)  reservation  basis.  Both  vans  can  accommo- 
date ambulatory  as  well  as  wheelchair-bound  patrons. 

The  vans  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes  including 
shopping,  medical  appointments,  visits  to  the  CES  Day  Care  Cen- 
ter, Senior  Center  activities,  recreation,  or  visiting  friends  and  rela- 
tives. The  nominal  fare  schedule  is  50  cents  per  one-way  trip  within 
Acton,  80  cents  for  trips  to  Concord  or  Maynard.  Road  Runner 
service  may  be  arranged  by  calling  263-4691  while  COA  Van  in- 
formation is  available  at  264-965 1 . 

The  combined  ridership  in  the  Calendar  Year  1 994  totaled 
12,238  trips,  an  increase  of  6.9%  over  1993.  The  Road  Runner 
provided  5,942  trips,  while  the  COA  Van  was  used  for  6,296  eld- 
erly trips.  In  February  1994,  the  1988  COA  van  was  replaced  with 
a  new  1994  Ford  EMC  van.  The  new  van  is  equipped  with  a  fully 


automatic  wheelchair  lift.  The  air  conditioned  vehicle  provides 
seating  for  16  passengers  with  two  wheelchair  placements.  In 
December  1992,  the  Road  Runner  service  placed  a  new  1992 
Dodge  Maxi  Van  into  service.  This  air  conditioned  vehicle  pro- 
vides seating  for  1 1  passengers  with  four  wheelchair  placements. 

New  vans  are  funded  by  grants  from  the  Massachusetts 
Mobility  Assistance  Program  (80%)  and  the  Federal  Transit  Ad- 
ministration (20%)  resulting  in  no  cost  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Amtrak  Commuter  Rail  Service,  also  falling  under  the  ae- 
gis of  the  LRTA,  offers  16  round-trips  per  weekday  to  Boston 
starting  6:26  AM,  nine  to  Fitchburg,  with  three  continuing  on  to 
Gardner.  Saturday  and  Sunday  schedules  are  more  limited.  Sched- 
ules can  be  obtained  at  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  or  by  calling 
1-800-392-6100.  Service  to  Boston  terminates  at  North  Station 
with  an  MBTA  rapid  transit  station  directly  across  the  street.  The 
Fitchburg  run  ends  at  Depot  Square  (at  the  junction  of  Rts.  2A 
and  1 2)  where  Montachusetts  Regional  Transit  Authority  (MART) 
local  buses  connect.  MART  information  may  be  obtained  by  call- 
ing 1-617-722-3200.  Trains  depart  from  the  South  Acton  Com- 
muter Parking  Lot  located  on  Central  Street  just  off  Main  Street. 
The  fair  from  Acton  to  Boston  is  $3.50  one  way,  children's  fare  is 
$1.75,  with  reduced  rate  12-ride  and  monthly  rates  available. 

Don  Herskovitz 
LRTA  Liaison 


Members  of  Acton  Children's  Playground,  Inc. 
Photo  by  Ann  Ringwood. 
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METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 


The  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC)  has 
worked  to  increase  its  legislative  capacity  in  1994,  and  this  effort 
has  resulted  in  substantial  revenue  to  cities  and  towns.  For  ex- 
ample, the  Council  lobbied  for  the  Capital  Outlay  Bill,  signed 
into  law  in  August,  which  included  $300M  in  Chapter  90  funding 
to  cities  and  towns  for  road  and  bridge  repairs.  The  Capital  Out- 
lay Bill  also  included  language  which  allotted  $10M  toward  a  state- 
funded  revolving  loan  to  homeowners  for  Title  5  repairs.  MAPC 
was  instrumental  in  creating  this  concept,  and  is  currently  work- 
ing with  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  to  formu- 
late a  mechanism  to  effectively  allocate  these  funds.  The  Council 
was  instrumental  in  organizing  over  30  transportation-oriented 
groups  to  lobby  for  the  passage  of  the  Transportation  Bond  Bill, 
which  will  allot  $4.6B  in  bonds  over  two  years  for  road,  bridge, 
mass  transit,  and  other  transportation-related  projects.  The  Coun- 
cil has  also  worked  toward  the  passage  of  the  Open  Space  Bond 
Bill,  the  River  Protection  Bill,  and  other  critical  initiatives. 

Acton  is  a  member  of  MAPC's  "MAGIC"  subregion  —  the 
Minuteman  Advisory  Group  on  Interlocal  Coordination.  During 
1994,  MAGIC: 

•  Organized  a  subregional  Housing  Task  Force  to  study 
options  for  subregional  housing  activities  and  recom- 
mend a  course  of  action.  The  Task  Force  met  four  times. 
Its  report  highlighted  the  importance  of  increased  educa- 
tion about  affordable  housing  and  recommended  future 
meetings  and  information  updates. 

•  Reviewed  and  commented  on  the  following  develop- 
ments of  regional  impact  (DRIs):  Ft.  Devens; 
Marlborough's  R.K.  Center,  Stratus  Computer  Expan- 
sion, and  the  proposed  Regional  Shopping  Center  on  the 
Marlborough-Berlin  line;  and  the  Hudson/Stow  Landfill 
Expansion. 

•  Participated  in  transportation  decision-making  by  re- 
viewing the  State  and  Regional  Transponation  Plans  and 
the  Transportation  Improvement  Program  (TIP)  and  by 
monitoring  the  Rt.  2  CAC;  worked  to  ensure  that  local 
projects  such  as  the  South  Acton  bridge,  Hudson's 
Chapin  Rd.  bridge,  and  increased  parking  at  the  Littleton 
commuter  rail  station  are  in  the  queue  for  timely  comple- 
tion. 


•  Hosted  its  second  annual  meeting  with  legislators. 

•  Participated  in  MAPC's  evaluation  of  the  subregions. 

•  Continued  to  monitor  activities  at  Hanscom  Air  Force 
Base,  Fort  Devens,  and  the  Sudbury  Annex. 

•  Reviewed  and  commented  on  proposed  changes  to  Title 
5  regulations. 

•  Monitored  the  development  of  "Growing  Smart"  legisla- 
tion. 

•  Began  an  ambitious,  year-long  economic  development 
project  to  help  attract  and  retain  business.  MAGIC  is 
working  with  business  leaders  and  local  officials  to 
identify  promising  strategies  and  recommend  action 
steps  to  achieve  them.  Opportunities  for  regional  coop- 
eration and  public-private  partnerships  are  expected  to  be 
high  on  the  list. 

Staff  has  listed  the  Route  62/High  St.  Improvements  project  ' 
in  MAPC's  1994/1995  Overall  Economic  Development  Program. 

Staff  also  assisted  communities  with  the  programming  of' 
transportation  projects  into  the  Transportation  Improvement  Pro- 
gram. Project  solicitation  requests,  TIP  updates,  and  project  sta- 
tus reports  were  provided  to  the  community  on  a  regular  basis,  j 

During  the  past  year  the  GIS  lab  provided  data  develop- 
ment and  map  production  for  the  MAGIC  Water  Supply  Protec- 
tion Plan  which  included  Acton.  This  plan  will  be  completed  inn 
the  summer  of  1995.  | 

Additionally,  the  MAPC's  GIS  lab  worked  on  the  Kelley's 
Comer  study  area  project  this  past  year.  The  objective  of  this  project 
was  to  provide  detailed  Maplnfo  files  and  maps  of  the  Kelley's  ; 
Comer  study  area  to  evaluate  development  potential.  Parcel  files 
of  the  study  area  were  first  converted  from  AutoCAD  into  ARC/ 1 
INFO.  These  files  were  then  edited,  cleaned  and  enhanced  with 
parcels  identified  and  labeled.  The  parcels  were  transferred  into 
Maplnfo  and  overlaid  with  wetlands,  hydrography,  and  open  space. 
Major  highways,  rail  lines,  and  boundaries  of  neighboring  towns 
were  also  displayed  and  provided. 
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MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 


MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 


Acton  is  one  of  16  towns  in  an  area  stretching  from  Arling- 
ton to  Harvard  which  receives  help  for  citizens  over  sixty  from 
Minuteman  Home  Care  (MHC).  This  private  nonprofit  corpora- 
tion is  committed  to  its  primary  mission:  to  assist  seniors  and 
individuals  with  long  term  care  needs  to  live  in  the  dignity  and 
comfort  of  their  own  homes  and  communities.  MHC  is  directed 
by  a  Board  of  28  members  of  whom  20  are  appointed  by  the  towns 
served.  The  number  of  members  representing  each  town  is  based 
on  the  population  of  persons  over  age  sixty  in  that  town,  Acton 
has  one  member.  There  are  also  eight  members-at-large  appointed 
by  the  Board. 

As  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Home  Care  System,  Minute- 
man  Home  Care  is  responsible  for  delivery  of  services  under  the 
direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs. 
The  largest  part,  74.2%,  of  MHC  funds  comes  from  the  state  in 
support  of  these  programs.  MHC  is  also  the  Federal  Area  Agency 
on  Aging  for  these  16  towns.  In  this  role,  MHC  administers  Fed- 
eral funds  in  support  of  programs  under  the  Older  Americans  Act; 
these  funds  make  up  16.6%  of  the  MHC  budget.  The  remainder 
of  funds  administered  by  MHC  comes  from  donations  from  cor- 
porate and  individual  sources  as  well  as  the  United  Way;  client 
fees;  private  fund  raising  programs;  and  local  share  contributions 
currently  being  paid  by  14  of  the  16  towns. 

A  total  of  764  Acton  citizens  over  sixty  years  of  age  re- 
ceived services  totaling  $213,833  in  value  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1994.  These  services  were  distributed  as  follows: 


Dollar 

Services 

Clients 

Amount 

Information  and  Referral 

97* 

2,111 

Case  Management  —  In  Home  Services 

52 

101,418 

Protective  Services 

7 

4,145 

Transportation 

7 

5,461 

Home  Delivered  Meals 

81 

36,143 

Eating  Together  Program 

153 

38,926 

Nursing  Home  Prescreening 

46 

8,193 

Respite  Companion 

4 

3,025 

Nursing  Home  Ombudsman 

261 

2,859 

Legal  Services 

18 

2,675 

Senior  Aide  (Older  Workers) 

1 

3,854 

Alzheimers  Services 

1 

193 

Volunteer  Services 

15 

1,866 

Money  Management 

2 

1,302 

Independent  Living  Fund 

0 

0 

Shine 

11 

942 

Older  Men's  Outreach 

8 

720 

Total 

764 

$213,833 

"Calls 


Richard  King 

Acton  member,  MHC  Board 


The  Department  of  Municipal  Properties  discharges  the  fol- 
lowing duties: 

1.  Maintenance,  management,  and  construction  of  all 
Town  Buildings,  except  those  controlled  by  the  School 
Department. 

2  Maintenance  and  development  of  the  Town  Common, 
Parks,  Playgrounds,  Conservation  Lands,  and  Town 
Forests. 

3.  Management  of  street  trees  as  provided  in  M.G.L. 
Chapter  87,  and  management  of  Public  Nuisances  re- 
lated to  Shade  Trees,  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapter 
132. 

4.  Mosquito  Control  as  provided  in  M.G.L.  Chapters  40 
and  252. 

5.  Staff  support  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for 
groundwater  protection,  wetlands  enforcement,  and 
acquisition  and  management  of  conservation  areas. 

6.  Technical  expertise  as  needed  for  site  plan  and  subdivi- 
sion reviews  and  inspections. 

7.  Oversight  of  Cemetery  operations. 

8.  Administration  of  utility  budget. 

ROADSIDE  VEGETATION  MANAGEMENT 

This  year  83  dead  or  dangerous  street  trees  were  removed, 
33  street  trees  were  safety  pruned,  and  20  tree  stumps  which  pre- 
sented traffic  hazards  were  ground  out  below  grade. 

One  hundred  and  two  trees  were  planted  this  year,  includ- 
ing 88  that  were  planted  under  two  MASS  RELEAF  grants  from 
the  State,  and  1 4  additional  trees  that  were  planted  under  our  regu- 
lar planting  program.  Most  of  the  trees  paid  for  by  the  grant  were 
planted  in  the  Commuter  Lot  during  the  recent  construction.  A 
great  deal  of  time  was  spent  watering  the  new  trees  due  to  the  dry 
conditions,  but  all  survived  and  should  do  well  in  future  years. 
The  1994  MASS  RELEAF  grants  totaled  $10,582,  which  included 
both  trees  and  planting  labor.  One  of  the  principal  criteria  for  the 
MASS  RELEAF  grants  is  being  able  to  prove  that  the  Town  has  a 
long-standing  commitment  to  urban  forestry  programs. 

Approximately  60  miles  of  road  shoulder  were  mowed  with 
the  side  arm  mower,  and  many  other  areas  were  cut  using  chain 
saws.  All  intersections  were  checked  and  trimmed  back  as  needed 
to  alleviate  traffic  hazards.  Poison  ivy  growing  along  approxi- 
mately five  miles  of  roadway  was  selectively  sprayed  with  herbi- 
cide to  control  this  public  nuisance. 

A  continuing  major  cause  of  street  tree  death  in  Acton  is 
Ash  Decline.  This  disease  is  believed  to  be  caused  by  a  myco- 
plasma-like  organism,  or  M.L.O.  which  is  believed  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  a  leaf-hopper.  The  disease  is  always  fatal  when  it  in- 
fects drought-stressed  ash  trees  that  are  growing  in  association 
with  goldenrod,  asters,  and  other  grassy  weeds.  There  is  no  con- 
trol strategy,  and  infected  trees  die  within  one  or  two  years  of 
when  the  symptoms  first  appear. 

Gypsy  moth  activity  continued  to  decline,  with  virtually  no 
defoliation  noted  anywhere  in  Acton. 
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All  subdivision  and  commercial  landscaping  plans  were 
reviewed  and  inspected  for  compliance  with  local  landscaping 
regulations. 

In  1 994  Acton  was  recertified  for  the  tenth  consecutive  year 
as  a  Tree  City  U.S.A.  by  the  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation,  in 
recognition  of  our  urban  forestry  efforts. 

The  Director  continues  to  serve  on  the  Northeast  Forest  Pest 
Council,  and  also  is  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  New  England 
Chapter,  International  Society  of  Arboriculture. 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

The  mosquito  control  program  ran  from  late  May  until  mid- 
August.  The  entire  town  was  fogged  three  times  with  Malathion, 
each  application  requiring  about  10  dry,  calm  nights  to  complete. 
Mosquito  control  is  very  weather-dependent,  and  control  mea- 
sures are  only  undertaken  when  conditions  require  and  allow  such 
activities.  The  fogging  this  year  was  cut  back  significantly  due  to 
dry  weather,  which  reduced  the  mosquito  population.  The  larvi- 
cide  and  water  management  program,  which  are  highly  effective 
in  controlling  mosquitoes  at  the  source,  were  eliminated  several 
years  ago  due  to  budget  cutbacks. 

The  ULV  Fogger  dispenses  a  cloud  of  Malathion,  at  the  rate 
of  approximately  four  ounces  per  acre,  in  a  swath  300  feet  wide. 
The  cloud  can  remain  toxic  to  mosquitoes  from  1  to  12  hours, 
depending  upon  weather  conditions.  This  adulticiding  technique 
is  highly  effective  in  developed  areas.  In  addition  to  its  use  as  a 
mosquito  adulticide,  Malathion  is  a  commonly  used  agricultural 
pesticide,  registered  for  use  on  over  300  pests.  All  fogger  opera- 
tors are  licensed  by  the  Mas.sachusetts  Pesticide  Bureau.  Resi- 
dents who  wish  to  exclude  their  property  from  pesticide  applica- 
tions should  contact  this  office  by  May  I  so  that  the  exclusion 
areas  can  be  mapped  prior  to  the  program  start-up. 

In  respon.se  to  citizens'  concerns,  there  will  be  at  least  two 
Articles  on  the  1995  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant  having  to  do 
with  mosquito  control.  One  article  will  provide  funding  for  a 
continuation  of  the  present  control  program,  and  the  other  article 
will  authorize  the  Town  to  rejoin  the  Central  Massachusetts  Mos- 
quito Control  Project.  If  both  articles  are  defeated,  all  mosquito 
control  in  Acton  will  be  eliminated. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE 

Pursuant  to  votes  at  the  1994  Annual  Town  Meeting,  a  vari- 
ety of  large  projects  were  undertaken,  in  addition  to  our  usual 
schedule  of  general  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  our  buildings. 

The  masonry  on  the  old  wing  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Li- 
brary was  repointed,  which  will  assure  that  this  historic  facade 
remains  weathertight. 


Work  has  begun  on  reroofing  the  garage  portion  of  the  Po- 
lice Station,  this  project  being  scheduled  for  completion  in  late 
January  1995.  n 

II 

Valves  and  controls  for  the  HVAC  system  at  the  Memorial  '" 
Library  were  upgraded,  which  should  provide  improved  efficiency  i" 
and  reliability. 

J( 

A  "Request  For  Proposals"  for  design  services  for  a  major " 
addition  for  the  Memorial  Library  was  written,  and  should  be  ad-  ^ 
vertised  in  January  or  February,  with  preliminary  designs  to  be 
ready  for  the  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Some  of  the  other  work  performed  this  year  included  the  ^ 
installation  of  a  commercial  style  kitchen  at  the  Senior  Center,  the  ^ 
installation  of  skylight  guards  at  Town  Hall,  masonry  repairs  at 
the  Public  Works  Facility,  door  installation  at  the  Windsor  Build- 
ing, painting  at  the  South  Acton  Fire  Station,  air  conditioning  at 
the  West  Acton  Fire  Station,  and  assisting  with  the  creation  of  the 
book  check  in  area  at  the  Memorial  Library.  This  Department " 
now  provides  full  cu.stodial  service  to  the  Senior  Center,  which  is  " 
administered  by  the  Council  on  Aging.  o 

R 

Funding  will  be  requested  at  the  1995  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing to  reroof  Fire  Station  Two  (South  Acton)  and  Fire  Station  Three 
(West  Acton),  put  air  conditioning  in  the  Senior  Center,  and  re- 
place  the  underground  oil  tank  at  the  Kennedy  Service  Building' ' 
at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

)i 

LAND  MANAGEMENT  " 

i 

The  25  acres  of  turf  maintained  by  this  Department  were 
mowed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  the  growing  season,  were  fertil- 
ized and  aerated.  This  regimen  of  light  fertilization,  weekly  mow- 
ing, and  annual  aeration  is  the  absolute  minimum  required  to  main- 
tain healthy  athletic  turf.  As  in  previous  years,  we  have  gratefully 
accepted  donations  of  manpower,  supplies,  and  contracted  ser- 
vices from  athletic  leagues  to  supplement  the  maintenance  pro- 
gram. All  fertilizer  applied  was  either  donated  by  the  leagues,  or 
purchased  from  field  user  fee  receipts. 

Acton  Boxborough  Youth  Soccer  League  donated  a  well 
and  a  full  underground  sprinkler  system  that  was  installed  at 
Woodlawn  Field,  on  Concord  Road.  The  League  will  also  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  maintenance  and  operational  costs  of  this  sys- 
tem until  such  time  as  the  field  is  needed  for  cemetery  use.  Youth 
soccer  also  paid  to  have  the  soccer  field  section  of  the  2A/27  field 
regraded,  topdressed,  and  reseeded. 

Babe  Ruth  Ba.seball  donated  team  benches  and  protective 
fencing  for  Jones  Field  on  Martin  Street. 

Lunn  and  Sweeney  Builders  donated  equipment  time  and 
staff  time  to  build  a  playfield  at  the  Great  Hill  Recreation  Area 
adjacent  to  their  "Mill  Comer"  subdivision.  This  field  will  be 
ready  for  use  in  the  Fall  of  1995. 
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0  Over  1460  acres  of  conservation  land  and  town  forests  are 
II  lanaged  by  this  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  Conserva- 

on  Administrator,  Tom  Tidman,  who  is  also  responsible  for  wet- 
inds  protection  enforcement.  The  Department  performed  rou- 
a  ne  maintenance  tasks  on  the  conservation  lands,  such  as  brush- 
.1  ogging  open  wildlife  habitat  areas  at  Great  Hill,  Nagog  Hill, 
toneymeade,  and  Heath  Hen  Meadow,  and  spraying  poison  ivy 
long  the  hiking  trails.   As  part  of  the  routine  work,  the  access 

01  oadway  and  parking  area  for  the  Guggins  Brook  Conservation 
J  irea,  located  on  Massachusetts  Avenue,  was  cleared  and  upgraded. 

X 

The  1994  Annual  Town  Meeting  accepted  the  donation  of 
ver  30  acres  of  land  which  were  added  to  the  Spring  Hill  Conser- 
K  ation  Area.  A  trail  and  signage  was  installed,  and  the  new 
K  Hearthstone  Hill  Trail"  now  connects  the  end  of  Jay  Lane  with 
ji  le  Spring  Hill/Nashoba  Brook  trail  system. 
1- 

)i  The  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  gave  prelimi- 
le  ary  approval  for  a  $40,000  grant  to  dredge  Ice  House  Pond;  this 
,1  loney,  plus  the  $30,000  approved  at  the  1994  Annual  Town  Meet- 
is  ;ig  should  provide  sufficient  funding  to  preserve  the  pond's  value 
or  recreation,  wildlife  and  flood  mitigation.  Pending  final  per- 
aits,  this  work  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  the  mid-summer  of  1995. 

I- 

J        In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  citizen  groups, 
I.  specially  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arbo- 
j  etum,  the  Acton  Children's  Playground  Committee,  and  various 
cout,  league,  and  other  community  groups  that  have  assisted  the 
)epartment  in  1995.  We  have  also  gotten  a  great  deal  of  help 
rom  other  town  departments  and  individual  town  residents.  As 
Iways,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  the  hard  work  and 
J  ledication  shown  by  the  department  staff. 

Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 
Tom  Tidman,  Conservation  Administrator 
^  Malcolm  MacGregor,  Jr.,  Grounds  Crew 

Leader 

Dayle  MacGillivary,  Building  Maintenance 
f  Crew  Leader 

David  Walsh,  Groundskeeper 
Arnold  Johnson,  Building  Maintenance 
I  James  Howells,  Building  Maintenance 

[  David  Bouchard,  Building  Maintenance 

Alex  Nephew,  Seasonal  Groundskeeper 
Michael  Finn,  Seasonal  Groundskeeper 

1 

j  Dean  A.  Charter 

Municipal  Properties  Director 


PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Planning  Board,  a  seven-member  board  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  has  the  statutory  obligation  to  review 
and  approve  new  subdivisions  under  the  Subdivision  Control  Law 
(MGL  Ch.4 1 ).  In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  serves  as  a  special 
permit  granting  authority  under  the  Zoning  Act  (MGL  Ch.40A) 
and  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  for  numerous  Special  Permits. 
Through  these  regulatory  tools,  the  Planning  Board  strives  to  pro- 
tect the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  Acton's  residents  and  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  Acton's  character. 

The  year  brought  changes  to  the  Planning  Board  member- 
ship. Chairman  David  Hill,  Vice  Chairman  William  Shupert,  Clerk 
John  Pavan,  Gregory  Niemyski,  and  James  Lee  continue  to  serve, 
but  Mary  Giorgio  and  Douglas  Camahan  did  not  seek  reappoint- 
ment at  the  end  of  their  terms.  The  generous  contribution  of  their 
time  and  effort  has  been  missed  by  the  Planning  Board  and  plan- 
ning staff.  To  replace  the  retiring  members,  associate  members 
Joshua  Chemin  and  Richard  Croswell  became  full  members  in 
July.  Pat  Halm  was  appointed  as  a  new  associate  member.  The 
Planning  Board  meets  at  7:30  P.M.  in  Room  204  of  the  Town  Hall 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays  of  each  month.  Meeting  dates 
are  posted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 

The  professional  planning  staff,  Town  Planner  Roland  BartI 
and  Assistant  Planner  Donna  Jacobs,  worked  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  other  volunteer  Town  boards  and  committees  by  pro- 
viding them  with  assistance  and  guidance,  and  conducted  the  day- 
to-day  business  of  the  Planning  Board.  The  goal  of  the  planning 
staff  is  to  function  as  a  resourceful  municipal  planning  agency 
dedicated  to  providing  innovative,  professional  planning  services. 
Staff  strives  to  provide  the  necessary  legal  and  regulatory  frame- 
work to  implement  Acton's  Master  Plan  through  pro-active  plan- 
ning. 

Planning  in  Acton  continued  to  be  a  focal  point  of  commu- 
nity interest  as  the  Town  continues  to  work  on  implementation  of 
the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  1991  Master  Plan.  The  West  Acton 
Village  Plan  was  completed  and  the  Zoning  bylaw  amendments 
recommended  by  the  Plan  were  adopted  by  1994  Annual  Town 
Meeting.  Many  thanks  are  extended  to  the  members  of  the  West 
Acton  Village  Planning  Committee:  Planning  Board  Vice  Chair- 
man William  Shupert,  Marvin  Norman,  Denise  Glaser,  Rosalie 
DeQuattro,  Dennis  Ahem,  Anne  Jackson,  Ronald  Issacs,  and  Su- 
san Boston  for  the  successful  completion  of  the  project,  due  in 
large  part  to  their  hard  work  over  the  past  two  years. 

Planning  staff  continued  its  work  with  the  South  Acton  Vil- 
lage Planning  Committee.  The  draft  South  Acton  Village  Plan 
was  released  for  public  review  in  July.  The  zoning  bylaw  amend- 
ments which  will  serve  to  begin  implementation  of  the  South  Acton 
Village  Plan  will  be  presented  at  the  1995  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Members  of  the  South  Acton  Village  Planning  Committee  are  Plan- 
ning Board  Vice  Chairman  William  Shupert,  Sushama  Gokale, 
Robert  Pion,  Betsy  Eldridge,  Peg  Wargelin,  Chris  Tolley,  Roger 
Andrews,  Janice  Molnar,  Sandra  Whaley,  and  Sam  Manka. 
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In  August,  the  Planning  Board  appointed  the  Kelley's  Cor- 
ner Planning  Committee  and  charged  its  members  with  the  re- 
sponsibility of  developing  a  Specific  Area  Plan  for  the  Kelley's 
Comer  Planning  Area.  The  committee  is  comprised  of  twenty- 
one  members  representing  a  broad  spectrum  of  interests  includ- 
ing town  government,  residential  neighborhoods,  the  business 
community,  and  the  public  schools.  Funding  for  the  project  has 
been  provided  in  part  by  a  town  meeting  appropriation  and  by  a 
strategic  planning  grant  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts Executive  Office  of  Communities  and  Development.  The 
project  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  July  1,  1995. 

The  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  is  one  of  the  principal  tools  af- 
fecting the  use  and  development  of  land  in  Acton.  It  serves  as  the 
regulatory  blueprint  governing  Acton's  future  development.  In 
cooperation  with  the  Planning  Board,  planning  staff  continued  their 
effort  to  reshape  the  Zoning  Bylaw  so  that  it  will  reflect  and  imple- 
ment the  Goals,  Objectives,  and  Recommendations  of  the  Master 
Plan.  In  this  context,  the  major  changes  in  the  Zoning  Bylaw 
adopted  by  Town  Meeting  in  1994  were  modifications  to  imple- 
ment the  West  Acton  Village  Plan. 

A  primary  function  of  the  Planning  Department  is  the  coor- 
dination of  the  inter-departmental  reviews  and  legal  permitting 
process  for  new  development  proposals  submitted  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board.  This  review  process  includes  explanations  of  the 
permitting  process  and  development  propo.sal  to  neighbors  and 
residents,  negotiations  with  developers,  coordination  of  staff  re- 
views, scheduling  public  hearings,  and  drafting  the  decisions. 

Development  activity  in  1994  continued  at  a  brisk  pace. 
Planning  staff  and  the  Planning  Board  met  with  developers  and 
discussed  the  potential  for  10  new  residential  developments.  Ap- 
plications for  7  Definitive  Subdivisions,  3  Planned  Conservation 
Residential  Communities,  1  Common  Drive  Special  Permit,  2  Sign 
Special  Permits  and  4  Preliminary  Subdivision  Plans  were  filed 
in  1994.  During  1994,  the  Planning  Board  approved  the  creation 
of  79  new  lots  through  the  endorsement  of  Approval  Not  Required 
Plans  (an  increase  of  50%  over  1993).  In  addition,  64  new  lots 
were  created  through  the  approval  of  6  Definitive  Subdivision 
Plans  and  3  Special  Permits.  Special  Permits  were  granted  by  the 
Planning  Board  for  1  common  driveway  and  for  2  signs.  Plan- 
ning staff  anticipates  the  receipt  of  several  applications  in  1995. 
The  Planning  Department  also  manages  the  various  performance 
guarantees  posted  with  the  Town  to  secure  proper  completion  of 
subdivision  improvements. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank  Donna  Jacobs  for  her 
continued  contributions  to  the  Planning  Department.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  town  departments  and  employees  for  their  assis- 
tance and  cooperation.  Again,  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the 
enormous  contributions  given  by  Acton  residents  who  serve  as 
volunteers  on  the  boards  and  committees  we  staff  It  was  a  plea- 
sure working  with  all  of  you  and  we  look  forward  to  future  coop- 
eration with  you. 


William  Hayes 
Bernard  Harrison 
Ronald  Johnson 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
Robert  Cowan 
Edward  Lawton,  Jr. 


June  Carney 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Members  of  the  Acton  Police  Department 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

George  W.  Robinson 


LIEUTENANTS 

John  T.  McNiff 
Frank  J.  Widmayer 

SERGEANTS 

Robert  Rhodes 
Robert  Parisi 

Thomas  Rogers 
Bruce  Nadeau 
James  Cogan 

PATROLMEN 

Christopher  Browne 
James  Cooney 
Christopher  Prehl 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Raymond  Grey 
Donald  Palma 


Faith  Allen 
Anne  Milligan 


MATRONS 

Linda  Koch 

SECRETARY 
June  Carney 

DISPATCHERS 

Kevin  Antonelli 


James  Goodemote 
Todd  Fenniman 
Scott  Howe 
Frederick  Rentschle 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Michael  Cogan 
Michael  Ulrich 


Christine  Joyce 


Allura  Taylor 
Luke  Penney 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 


Officer  In  Charge  of  Patrols 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Special 

Services 
Officer  In  Charge  of  Detective 

Division 
Department  Prosecutor 
Detective 

Detective,  Special  Services 
Youth  Officer 

Safety/Crime  Prevention  Officer 
Firearm  Training  Officer 


Lt.  John  McNiff 

Lt.  Frank  Widmayer 

Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
Det.  Bernard  Harrison 
Det.  Chris  Browne 
Det.  Raymond  Grey 
Det.  Todd  Fenniman 
PtI.  Robert  Cowan 
Lt.  John  McNiff 


Roland  Bartl 
Town  Planner 
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STATISTICS 


1993 

1994 

Occident  -  No  Injury 

752 

787 

Occident  With  Injuries 

107 

109 

Vlarm  Received 

1,088 

1,086 

Animal  Complaint 

770 

389 

Vrrests 

245 

335 

^rson 

2 

2 

Assault 

42 

37 

Jreak  &  Entry 

76 

95 

iylaw  Violation 

2 

5 

rhild  Abuse  Complaint 

9 

19 

rivil  Complaint 

34 

30 

:.O.R.I.  Record  Check 

32 

34 

disturbance 

494 

417 

domestic  Disturbance 

99 

103 

)rug  Violation 

19 

18 

Mre  Call 

374 

338 

^^orgery 

4 

6 

jeneral  Service 

1,551 

1,783 

jun  Violation 

13 

10 

^ealth  Hazard 

34 

20 

ciCidnapping  Attempt 

4 

0 

^arceny 

345 

406 

^arceny  of  Motor  Vehicle 

40 

36 

^ockout 

72 

51 

vlalicious  Destruction 

262 

237 

viedical  Emergency 

416 

506 

vlissing  Person 

71 

77 

Vlotor  Vehicle  Complaint 

823 

1,446 

Vlutual-Aid  Call 

39 

52 

^olice  Information 

974 

685 

Protective  Custody 

88 

84 

Rape 

2 

1 

Warrant  Recalled 

85 

68 

Vehicle  Repossession 

13 

6 

Robbery/Armed  or  Unarmed 

4 

3 

Security  Check 

1,546 

1,442 

Sexual  Assault 

9 

6 

Sudden  Death 

2 

3 

Suicide  Attempt 

33 

32 

Suspicious  Activity 

1,082 

832 

Annoying  Telephone  Calls 

155 

126 

Threatening 

62 

58 

Traffic  Citations 

3,243 

2,880 

Traffic  Hazard 

552 

633 

Trespassing  Complaint 

36 

28 

Total  Count 

15,705 

15,321 

TRAINING 

Training  provided  to  the  members  of  the  Acton  Police  De- 
partment include  the  following: 

Ail  Officers  received  a  minimum  of  40  hours  training  via 
the  law  Enforcement  Television  Network  conducted  while  the 
officers  were  on  an  on-duty  status;  firearms  training;  annual  fire- 


arms qualification  and  recertification;  MGL  updates  relative  to 
Bail  Reform,  Operating  a  motor  vehicle  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol,  and  child  abuse;  radar  operator  recertification;  LEAPS/ 
NCIC  operator  certification;  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  recer- 
tification; use  of  force;  first  responders  recertification;  infrared 
breath  testing  for  alcohol  recertification;  qualification  in  the  use 
of  OC  spray  (pepper  mace). 

Specialized  training  is  provided  to  officers  as  necessitated 
by  their  particular  assignment.  This  training  included: 

Attorney  General  Scott  Harshbarger's  seminar  on  elderly 
abuse;  Identi-Kit  school  by  the  Identi-Kit  Company;  field  sobri- 
ety testing,  community  policing,  field  training  officer  qualifica- 
tion, police  management  seminar,  and  computer  crime  by  the 
Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice  Training  Council;  D.A.R.E.  up- 
date; Project  Alliance;  two  officers  graduated  from  the  Basic  Po- 
lice Academy  in  Burlington  and  Somerville. 

Dispatchers  were  also  certified  as  operators  of  the  LEAPS/ 
NCIC  computer  system  and  CPR. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

The  youth/juvenile  unit  of  the  police  department  investi- 
gates all  crimes  where  the  victim(s)  and/or  perpetrator(s)  are  un- 
der the  age  of  18.  In  addition  to  these  investigative  duties,  the 
detective  assigned  to  the  unit  taught  the  D.A.R.E.  program  to  all 
Acton  elementary  schools  (grades  4-6)  and  health  education  in 
the  7th  and  8th  grade,  gave  instruction  to  children  and  community 
groups  concerning  stranger  danger  and  bicycle  safety,  Halloween 
safety  talks  to  elementary  schools  and  community  day-care  cen- 
ters, met  weekly  with  Acton  School  administration  personnel  to 
share  information,  conducted  tours  and  safety  talks  at  the  police 
station  for  boy/girl  scout  groups,  and  administered  the  internship 
programs  through  local  schools.  The  unit  accepted  the  donation 
of  over  fifty  teddy  bears  from  Acton  Girl  Scout  Troop  2004  to  be 
given  to  children  involved  in  traumatic  incidents  such  as  car  acci- 
dents and  domestic  disputes.  Det.  Fenniman  participated  as  advi- 
sor to  the  High  School  SADD  and  Peer  Leadership  groups,  con- 
ducted the  annual  baby-sitting  seminar,  assisted  with  project  gradu- 
ation, and  coordinated  and  prepared  juvenile  cases  for  court  pros- 
ecution. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Superintendent's  Drug/Alco- 
hol  Advisory  Task  Force,  The  Superintendent's  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  Health  Education,  the  Middlesex  Violence  Prevention  Task 
Force,  the  Acton  Human  Rights  Council,  and  the  United  Way- 
sponsored  Task  Force  on  Domestic  Violence.  During  the  summer 
of  1994,  Det.  Fenniman  was  schooled  in  the  investigation  of  com- 
puter-related crimes  by  the  United  States  Customs  Service. 

SUMMARY 

The  Department  received  National  Accreditation  in  August 
of  1992  and  continues  to  retain  that  status. 

All  cruisers  are  now  equipped  with  mobile  computer  termi- 
nals allowing  direct  access  to  State  and  Federal  Systems  as  well 
as  to  the  Department  Dispatch  Center. 


37 


The  traffic  unit  was  brought  up  to  strength.  The  unit  was 
formed  in  1989.  Accident  statistics  show  a  steady  reduction  from 
1989(511  reportable  accidents)  to  1994 (3 10 reportable  accidents). 
This  is  less  than  one  accident  per  day  reported  out  of  a  Planning 
Department  estimate  of  90,000  motor  vehicle  trips  per  day. 

The  D.A.R.E.  program  has  expanded  to  reach  not  only  the 
6th  grade  but  the  4th,  7th,  and  8th  grades  as  well.  The  Acton  Ro- 
tary continues  to  play  a  major  part  in  the  support  and  promotion 
of  this  program. 

Late  in  the  year  several  underage  drinking  parties  were  held 
at  various  locations  in  town.  Department  policy  concerning  the 
violations  of  the  liquor  laws  is  to  seek  court  complaints  without 
exception. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  various  Town  boards,  committees 
and  departments  as  well  as  the  police  union  for  support  through- 
out the  year. 


George  W.  Robinson 
Chief  of  Police 


PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

The  Committee  meets  quarterly  with  Concord's  Advisory 
Committee,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Middlesex  Correctional 
Institution  (MCI  Concord),  and  the  facility  administrator  of  the 
Northeastern  Correctional  Center  (NCC).  Committee  members 
meet  to  keep  open  lines  of  conmumication  between  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Corrections  (DOC)  and  the  towns.  Infor- 
mation is  exchanged  and  concerns  discussed. 

We  continue  to  be  impressed  by  the  hard  work  and  dedica- 
tion of  staff  at  MCI  Concord  (a  medium  security  facility).  The 
constraints  of  DOC  budget  cuts  for  program,  capital  expense,  etc., 
at  the  overcrowded  institutions  make  administration  more  diffi- 
cult. Staff  at  NCC  continues  to  maintain  high  standards  which 
led  to  accreditation  in  1993  and  to  excellent  audit  reports  in  1994. 

We  were  pleased  that  Thomas  Ballantyne  was  appointed  to 
our  committee  this  year. 

Jean  Schoch.  Chair 
George  Pederson 
Thomas  Ballantyne 


PUBLIC 
CEREMONIES  COMMITTEE 

The  year  1994  was  a  year  of  change  for  the  Celebrationi 
and  Ceremonies  Committee.  Both  Richmond  Miller  and  Kei 
Klemer  have  left  the  committee  and  the  duties  they  had  performei' 
for  many  years  with  dedication  and  responsibility.  For  this  ser 
vice,  we  all  are  grateful. 

Fireworks  fund:  The  fireworks  display  held  on  July  4th  o- 
each  year  in  conjunction  with  the  annual  Lions  Club  Fair  is  spon 
sored  and  paid  for  from  a  donation  from  the  Lions  Club  and  tht 
free  will  collection  taken  that  evening.  The  following  is  an  ac 
counting  of  the  fireworks  fund  expenditures  and  balance  on  hand 


Bank  balance  6/30/94 
Monies  collected  7/4/94 

Total 

Cost  of  1 994  fireworks 
Remaining  balance 

Interest  accrued  7/31/94  through  1 1/14/94 
Final  balance 


$1416.7: 
2998. 1( 


$4,414.8' 

-3500.0( 
$914.8' 
8.35 


$923.2^ 


This  remaining  bank  balance  of  $923.24  was  withdrawr 
from  the  Concord  Cooperative  Bank  and  deposited  with  the  Towr 
of  Acton  in  a  Ceremonies  account  in  conjunction  with  a  $IOOC 
donation  from  the  Lions  Club.  Therefore,  the  fireworks  fund  ha5 
a  balance  of  $  1 ,923 .24  on  hand  for  the  1 995  July  4th  celebration 

The  year  1995  will  be  a  year  of  rebuilding.  Hopefully,  there 
are  Acton  citizens  who  will  come  forward  and  volunteer  their  time 
and  talents  to  guarantee  that  Acton  will  continue  to  remember  the 
part  it  has  played  in  the  history  of  this  state  and  nation. 

Paul  T.  Hoff,  Chair 


Ribbon-cutting  for  the  opening  of  the  Acton  Children's  Play- 
ground. 

Photo  by  Cheryl  A.  Miller 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  plays  a  vital  role  in  the 
n  ommunity  by  providing  health  care  services  to  people  of  all  ages. 
The  staff  of  the  Nursing  Service  made  more  than  9000  home  vis- 
ts  in  1994.  In  addition,  there  were  more  than  1,750  nursing  en- 
rounters  outside  the  home  for  blood  pressures,  immunizations, 
ind  other  health  promotional  activities.  These  numbers  represent 
he  presence  and  commitment  of  a  Town  department  that  was 
„  :stablished  in  1923. 

0 

in 

1^        The  Nursing  Service,  a  division  of  the  Health  Department, 
1^  unctions  in  a  dual  capacity  in  the  community.  Primarily,  it  at- 
ends  to  public  health  needs  such  as  the  investigation  of  commu- 
licable  disease  and  the  sponsorship  of  flu  vaccine  clinics.  Other 
J,  )rograms  include  blood  pressure  and  cholesterol  screenings  and 
Ij  )odiatry  clinics  for  senior  citizens.  Well-child  clinics  are  held  quar- 
_  eriy.  Immunizations,  tuberculosis  testing,  and  lead  screening  are 
j(  provided  at  the  Town  Hall  for  a  reasonable  fee  or  at  no  charge  for 
hose  unable  to  pay. 

I 

A  related  function  of  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  is 
l,  he  provision  of  health  care  to  home  bound  citizens.  The  agency 
Vs  certified  by  Medicare  to  provide  visiting  nurses,  home  health 
,^  iides,  physical,  occupational,  and  speech  therapy  and  social  work. 

deferral  for  these  services  can  be  made  by  individuals,  families, 
^  physicians,  or  hospitals.  Medicare  certification  requires  that  cer- 
^  ain  standards  of  quality  are  maintained  in  staffing  and  programs, 
^rhe  revenue  from  the  home  care  component  helps  to  fund  the 

public  health  programs. 

The  following  statistics  illustrate  the  activity  of  the  Nursing 
Service  in  1994: 

t 
e 

Home  Visits 

e 


Nursing  3.103 

Home  Health  Aide  4,708 

Physical  Therapy  772 

Occupational  Therapy  179 

Speech  Therapy  70 

Social  Work  210 

Total  9,042 


Health  Promotion  Encounters 


Acton  is  one  of  several  "delegated"  communities  in  Massa- 
chusetts which  has  chosen  to  license  its  group  day  care  centers. 
Usually  a  function  of  the  State  Office  for  Children,  the  inspec- 
tions are  performed  by  Kathy  Mersereau,  RN,  the  Community 
Health  Nurse.  State  guidelines  are  used  as  the  criteria  for  licensure, 
but  the  State  has  delegated  the  licensing  authority  to  certain  com- 
munities. This  practice  allows  for  closer  monitoring  of  centers  to 
ensure  that  they  meet  standards  and  a  faster  response  time  in  case 
of  problems. 

As  always,  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Nursing  Service  (FANS) 
has  helped  to  spread  the  word  about  the  Nursing  Service  in  a  num- 
ber of  ways:  through  their  regular  newsletter,  purchasing  Life- 
lines, and  their  sponsoring  the  Festival  of  Trees.  Several  FANS 
volunteers  perform  important  roles  in  the  flu  clinics  and  the  po- 
diatry clinic.  FANS  has  purchased  medical  equipment  for  needy 
town  residents,  health  related  books  for  the  Town  library,  and  a 
scale  for  the  Senior  Center. 

The  Professional  Advisory  Committee  continues  to  partici- 
pate in  chart  reviews  in  monitoring  and  advising  the  administra- 
tor on  policy  matters. 

The  Acton  Nursing  Service  is  an  active  participant  in  a  for- 
mal and  informal  network  of  caregivers  and  services  for  Town 
residents.  The  agency  works  closely  with  the  Fire  and  Police  de- 
partments. Staff  meet  regularly  with  other  providers  in  the  area 
including  the  Acton  Elder  Providers  Committee. 

Many  Nursing  Service  clients  also  receive  services  from 
the  Council  on  Aging  or  Cooperative  Elder  Services.  Both  of  these 
agencies  maintain  ongoing  cooperation.  The  Nursing  Service 
Administrator  is  involved  with  the  School  Health  Curriculum 
Subcommittee  and  the  Housing  Authority's  Family  Self-Suffi- 
ciency  program. 

Many  thanks  go  to  the  nurses,  home  health  aides,  and  all 
the  staff  who  consistently  provide  good  care  to  their  patients.  The 
dispatchers  at  the  Fire  Department  deserve  thanks  for  transmit- 
ting messages  for  our  paging  system.  Many  thanks  also  go  to  Carol 
Lake  who  facilitates  our  work  by  taking  good  care  of  Acton's 
seniors. 

Mary  Ellen  Mayo,  RN,  MS 
Administrator 


Blood  Pressures  674 

Cholesterol  148 

TB  Tests  76 

Podiatry  72 

Flu  Clinic  655 

Well-Child  Clinic  17 

Lead  Screening  17 

Immunizations  -  Office  57 

Other  39 

Total  1,755 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 

The  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  annually  checks  the 
accuracy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used  by  retail 
and  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their  trade. 

This  includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard  goods 
and  measuring  devices,  as  well  as  investigating  complaints  in  the 
sale  of  cordwood. 

Number  of  devices  sealed: 


TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 


The  Town  Report  Committee  manages  the  publication  o> 
the  annual  Town  Report.  This  entails  notifying  and  collectinj 
more  than  50  individual  reports  and  other  materials  from  Towr 
departments,  committees,  and  commissions,  and  as  well  as  fron 
regional  groups.  All  materials  are  proofed  before  and  after  thej 
are  sent  to  the  printer.  We  serve  as  the  liaison  with  the  printer  t( 
ensure  that  an  accurate,  complete  report  is  delivered  as  sched 
uled. 


Gas  Pumps 

176 

As  a  newly  appointed  committee  we  are  grateful  to  Sandrj 

Adjusted 

5 

Masson,  previous  Chair,  for  sharing  her  knowledge  and  time  with 

Not  Sealed 

3 

us.  We  also  thank  Christine  Joyce  of  the  Town  Manager's  office 

Scales  Sealed 

100 

for  her  invaluable  assistance  and  the  staff  of  the  Town  Clerk'} 

Adjusted 

13 

office  for  their  responsiveness. 

Not  Sealed 

3 

Vehicle  Tank  Sealed 

4 

Margaret  R.  Fortier,  Chair 

Bulk  Storage  Sealed 

3 

Ellen  Brace  Averett 

Fees  Collected 

$5,704.00 

Margaret  Beddoe 

Mark  J.  Fitzpatrick 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


Beverly  Shorey 


The  following  are  the  name,  branch  of  service,  date  of  death, 
and  location  of  interment  of  the  fourteen  known  United  States 
Veterans  interred  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  in  1994: 


John  Sherwin  Prescott 

WW  II 

U.S.  Army 

November  3.  1973 

Woodlawn 

Alden  Clifton  Flagg,  Jr. 

WW  II 

U.S.  Army 

January  6,  1 994 

Woodlawn 

Warren  F.  Birch 

WW  II           U.S.  Marines 

January  15,  1994 

Woodlawn 

Charles  L.  Calef 

Peacetime 

U.S.  Army 

March  17,  1994 

Woodlawn 

James  H.  McNamara,  Jr. 

Peacetime 

U.S.  Army 

April  19,  1994 

Mt.  Hope 

Charles  Kimball 

Peacetime         U.S.  Marines 

May  2,  1994 

Mt.  Hope 

Raymond  John  Laferriere 

WW  II 

U.S.  Army 

June  3,  1994 

(P.O.W.) 

Woodlawn 

Joe  Rosenfield 

WW  II 

U.S.  Navy 

June  19.  1994 

Woodlawn 

Phillip  Lawrence  Hallee 

Peacetime 

U.S.  Army 

August  19.  1994 

Woodlawn 

Phillip  J.  Thompson 

WW  II 

U.S.  Navy 

September  4,  1994 

Woodlawn 

VETERANS'  GRAVES 

Henry  J.  O'Donoghue 
John  Ribeiro 
Albert  C.  Gravlin 
Frederick  J.  Grotheer 


WW  II  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps 
September  23,  1994  Woodlawn 

WW  II 
September  30.  1994 

WW  II 
October  19.  1994 

WW  II 
December  5,  1994 


U.S.  Army 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Army 
Mt.  Hope 
U.  S.  Army 
Woodlawn 


In  preparation  for  Memorial  Day,  veteran  flag  standards  and 
American  flags  are  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  known  U.  S.  Veter- 
ans. If  this  information  was  omitted  on  the  burial  permit  or  cre- 
mation certificate,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  that  your  loved 
one  was  a  veteran  unless  we  receive  a  Government  grave  marker. 
The  United  States  Government  will  provide  a  bronze  or  granite 
veteran's  grave  marker  at  no  cost  to  the  family,  provided  that  the 
next-of-kin  fills  out  an  application,  available  from  all  funeral  di- 
rectors or  from  the  Veterans'  Agent,  and  forwards  it  to  the  proper 
authority. 

If  you  know  of  a  veteran  whose  grave  has  not  been  recog- 
nized with  a  flag  and  flag  standard,  1  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if 
you  would  call  the  cemetery  office  at  264-9644  with  the  appli- 
cable information. 


Cemetery  Department 
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VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 


The  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  (VCC)  is  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  screens  candidates  for  appoint- 
ments to  the  various  boards  and  commissions  of  Town  govem- 
ment.  We  try  to  match  candidates'  interest,  training,  and  experi- 
ence with  openings  and  then  make  recommendations  to  appoint- 
ing authorities,  i.e..  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Manager,  or  Town 
Moderator,  who  make  the  appointments. 

We  are  most  fortunate  to  have  many  qualified  candidates 
who  volunteer  to  serve  the  Town  in  carrying  the  many  functions 
of  local  government.  During  1994,  the  VCC  interviewed  40  can- 
^  didates  and  made  30  recommendations  for  appointments  and  29 
"or  reappointments. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  some  of  our  candidates  apply 


ff. 


within  weeks  of  becoming  residents  and  have  commented  that 
among  their  rea.sons  in  having  selected  Acton  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dency was  the  opportunity  to  become  involved  in  local  govern- 
ment. 

If  you  are  interested  in  serving  on  any  Board  or  Commis- 
sion of  the  Town,  please  fill  out  a  Volunteer  Application.  They 
are  available  at  Town  Hall,  the  libraries,  and  in  this  Town  Report. 

Walter  George,  Chair 
Charles  Husbands,  Secretary 
Elizabeth  Comstock 
Charles  Kadlec 
Jean  Lane 
Nancy  Whitcomb 


WEST  ACTON  CITIZENS'  LIBRARY 


Now  more  than  1 10  years  young,  the  Citizens'  Library  en- 
joyed a  banner  year  in  1994. 

Librarian  Suzi  Pomeroy  was  honored  by  the  Beacon  with 
its  Bouquet  of  the  Month,  and  cited  for  exemplary  service  and 
community  involvement. 


brary  entry,  two  reading  alcoves  and  the  bathroom.  John  and  the 
scouts  worked  for  several  weekends.  They  restocked  the  shelves 
in  perfect  order.  John  also  donated  three  books  to  the  library  with 
remaining  funds  from  his  painting  project.  We  look  forward  to 
the  official  approval  of  John's  project  and  his  eventual  earning  of 
the  Eagle  Scout  rank. 


Tot  Time,  the  children's  story  sessions,  proved  so  success- 
ful that  additional  groups  were  added  and  the  program  generally 
has  a  waiting  list.  Annette  Lochrie,  the  creative  teacher  of  Tot 
Time,  has  provided  a  special  niche  for  young  patrons. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Auxiliary,  the  annual  May  Fair 
was  once  again  a  day  of  fun  and  fundraising  for  the  library. 

The  Citizens'  Library  continues  its  unique  outreach  includ- 
ing free  delivery  of  reading  materials  to  housebound  patrons. 

The  library  also  began  to  donate  some  books  to  the  commu- 
nity house  at  Windsor  Greene.  A  teenage  library  volunteer  also 
began  periodic  visits,  bringing  library  books  and  magazines  to  be 
checked  out  on  the  site. 

This  summer  the  library  enjoyed  the  services  of  17  young 
volunteers — all  unsolicited.  These  special  youngsters  have  re- 
mained to  donate  time  and  enthusiastic  aid  for  ongoing  projects 
and  desk  check-ins. 

Troop  1  Eagle  Scout  candidate  John  Condon  supervised  a 
competent  group  of  fellow  scouts  who  carefully  painted  the  li- 


On  October  15,  West  Acton  Merchants  sponsored  a  won- 
derful Octoberfest.  The  Library  opened  for  the  day,  offering  tours 
and  story  telling,  a  mini-book  sale  by  Auxiliary  members,  and  a 
West  Acton  exhibit  mounted  by  the  Acton  Historical  Society. 

The  Library  is  grateful  to  have  been  selected  as  one  of  the 
charities  to  benefit  from  Octoberfest  profits.  Patrons  will  now 
enjoy  a  new  set  of  encyclopedia  and  an  atlas  as  a  result  of 
Octoberfest  donations. 

The  library  in  1994  has  seen  an  upsurge  in  use  and  many 
happy  new  patrons.  The  Citizens'  Library  is  proud  to  be  an  im- 
portant source  of  learning  and  entertainment  for  our  area. 

The  Citizens'  Library  remains  committed  to  providing 
friendly,  efficient,  personalized  service,  and  to  offering  exciting 
new  and  classic  materials. 


Books  delivered  868 

Circulation  23,450 

Circulation  out  of  town  2,07 1 

Books  purchased  328 

Books  donated  45 1 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS  RECORDED 

239 

Date 

Name 

Age 

DEATHS  RECORDED 

114 

Apr.  16 

Stone,  William  Richard,  Sr. 

40 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED 

120 

Apr.  19 

McNamara,  James  H.,  Jr. 

53 

Apr.  20 

Brayden,  George  F. 

83 

DEATHS 

Apr.  27 

Alexander,  Dorothy  Frances 

84 

Date 

Name 

Age 

Jan.  6 

Bentley,  Enid 

92 

May  1 

Dixon,  Edna  Isabella  Sarah 

88 

Jan.  6 

Flagg,  Alden  C,  Jr. 

80 

May  6 

Anderson,  Anna  Catherine 

75 

Jan.  7 

Starck,  Kathlyn 

88 

May  8 

Dumais,  Merilda  A. 

96 

Jan.  10 

Sparrow,  Dorothy  D. 

72 

May  12 

Larsen,  Margaret  A. 

77 

Jan.  12 

Priest,  Viola  C. 

90 

May  12 

Pacy,  Frances 

82 

Jan.  13 

Cowen,  Anna  Louise 

98 

May  17 

Everidge,  G.  Lee 

68 

Jan.  14 

Cataldo,  Anne  M. 

80 

May  31 

Mongstad,  Ellen  L. 

86 

Jan.  15 

Birch,  Warren  F. 

66 

Jan.  15 

Cote,  Claudia 

87 

June  3 

Laferriere,  Raymond  John 

73 

Jan.  15 

Lizotte,  Rebecca  Pauline 

52 

June  7 

Anderson,  Esther  E. 

86 

Jan.  19 

Norton,  Margaret  Patricia 

84 

June  13 

Argon,  Rauf  Suphi 

65 

Jan.  20 

Benjamin,  Margaret  Eleanor 

67 

June  13 

Thoreson,  Scott  Douglas 

27 

Jan.  22 

Lee,  Lisa 

45 

June  16 

Becker,  Marjorie  Muriel 

66 

Jan.  22 

Meyn,  Mary  Elizabeth 

81 

June  17 

McCrensky,  Fay 

81 

Jan.  27 

Kerr,  Edward  L.,  Jr. 

59 

June  19 

Rosenfield,  Joe 

69 

Jan.  29 

Forbes,  Charlotte  L. 

63 

June  20 

McGuirk,  Gale  M. 

40 

Jan.  29 

Soar,  WiUiam  Henry,  Jr. 

56 

June  23 

Shea,  Ethel 

87 

Jan. 30 

Braiewa,  Mark  A. 

39 

June  25 

Vincent,  Esther  L. 

94 

Jan. 31 

Newsham,  Norma  Elizabeth 

74 

June  28 

Evans,  Lois  Ellen 

61 

Feb.  1 

Lorant,  Ilonka  K. 

90 

July  1 

Lunger,  Lucille 

61 

Feb.  2 

D'Agostine,  Julian  J.,  Sr. 

87 

Julys 

DiCicco,  Rose  A. 

80 

Feb.  4 

Sokol,  Patricia  J. 

53 

July  10 

Hurley,  Marjorie 

73 

Feb.  6 

Macera,  Barbara 

81 

July  10 

Meakin,  Alice 

80 

Feb.  7 

Crosby,  Dorothy  D. 

94 

July  16 

Bullock,  Alba 

80 

Feb.  13 

LeBallister,  Mildred  A. 

90 

July  17 

Panaggio,  Rose 

78 

Feb. 16 

Jarvi,  Irja  Elizabeth 

80 

July  18 

Bartlett,  Edward  J. 

78 

Feb. 28 

Meyer,  Iris  Hausmann 

88 

July  19 

Sansone,  Ellen  E. 

77 

July  24 

Stephens,  Katherine 

77 

Mar.  3 

Priest,  Dorothy  Cummings 

89 

Mar.  3 

Sweet,  Hattie 

89 

Aug.  1 

Pinolehto,  Alice  E. 

69 

Mar.  5 

Springsteen,  Margaret 

89 

Aug.  2 

Meaney,  Elizabeth 

92 

Mar.  10 

Curtin,  Evelyn 

85 

Aug.  16 

Deckert,  Claudia  L. 

80 

Mar.  10 

Kupper,  Joan  F. 

91 

Aug.  19 

Molineaux,  Gordon  P. 

88 

Mar.  16 

Dezer,  Charles  N.  Ill 

67 

Aug.  23 

Vanaria,  Joseph  J. 

76 

Mar.  17 

Calef,  Charles  L. 

64 

Aug.  26 

Towne,  Barbara 

61 

Mar.  19 

Johnson,  Mildred  0. 

89 

Aug.  27 

Reichle,  William  Lawrence 

34 

Mar.  24 

Turcotte,  David  H. 

86 

Mar.  30 

Cress,  Leonard  S.,  Sr. 

88 

Sept.  4 

Thompson,  Philip  J. 

77 

Sept.  9 

Dodd,  Francis  B. 

89 

Apr.  1 

Drummond,  Bertha  L. 

85 

Sept.  14 

Larson,  Eric  Leslie 

63 

Apr.  5 

Kamad,  Mary 

96 

Sept.  16 

McGarry,  Daisy  Pauline 

89 

Apr.  7 

Prescott,  Iris  Mary 

85 

Sept.  23 

O'Donoghue,  Henry  J. 

71 

Apr.  10 

Venti,  Helen  Frances 

85 

Sept.  25 

Houghland,  Ruth  Lyon 

94 

Apr.  13 

BuUi,  Kauno  S. 

79 

Sept.  26 

Dimancesco,  Dimitri,  Jr. 

60 
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Date 

Name 

Ace 

Date 

Sept.  28 

L^illis  Junics  W. 

73 

Nov.  19 

Fviin*;  Plmpr  RiphnrH 

Oct.  2 

Waterman  Hsther  H 

81 

Nov.  24 

1  UV^^l  y  iVlCll  lull  L^. 

11 

Oct.  4 

Hildreth  Flisaheth  I  ouise 

50 

Nov.  28 

ICprnilpv  T  illi.'in  P 

70 

Oct.  23 

Maki  Mildrpfl  Muriel 

74 

Nov  30 

To^lrl  f~if*rtriiflp  \X/ 

I  VUUi  VJ^I  11  UU^    TV  • 

oo 

Oct.  26 

Tamarchenko  Mvron 

85 

Oct.  31 

Naddv  Daniel 

76 

Dec.  3 

AnHrai'lp  I  Ct 

Dec.  5 

r*irnthppr  Prpflpnrk  1 

Nov.  2 

McLaren,  Henry 

87 

Dec.  8 

Keenan  Marv  Aptips 

87 

Nov.  5 

Peterson,  Kathryn  Louise 

74 

Dec.  12 

MafRnp  (^hnrlpv;  M 

Nov.  8 

Link,  Amy  Taylor 

79 

Dec.  14 

Coaklev  Harold  W 

88 

Nov.  12 

Ginn,  Royce  Alexander 

86 

Dec.  25 

Shalanskv  Edith 

87 

Nov.  15 

Sutton,  Edith  L.  J. 

97 

Dec.  28 

N4rl  ^iiphlin  \4arlplinp 

ITl V L^uU^I  11 1 1 1  f   ITl ClU^  1 1 J  1^ 

81 

Nov.  16 

Mnrrav  Reatrice 

100 

Der  30 

r^iiinpp   lohn  \/inf*pnJ 

1ft 

Nov.  17 

Boardman,  Donnell  W. 

81 

MARCH  29, 1994 
ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 


PPT  1 

PPT  7 

PPT  1 

PPT  4 

PPT  ^ 

TOT  A I  <J 

wnoie  iMuniDer  oi  duuois  i.,d3i 

1  "^9 

1  DL. 

1  Jy 

ins 

107 

1  oldi  iiuniDci  OI  ivcgisicrcu  vuicra.  iw,j^v/ 

Turn  Out-       S  O*?^ 

lumwui.  j.u/0 

uiiices/canaiaaies 

PPT  1 

PPT  ■? 

PPT  \ 

PPT  J 

PPT  <; 

lO 

MODFRATOR 

Blanks 

3 

10 

10 

7 

11 

41 

1.1 

Donald  MacKenzie 

44 

121 

128 

98 

96 

487 

91.9 

Write-ins 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0.4 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

SELECTMAN 

Blanks 

11 

26 

25 

17 

22 

101 

19.1 

Wayne  L.  Friedrichs 

36 

105 

110 

87 

84 

422 

79.6 

Write-ins 

0 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

1.3 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Blanks 

19 

70 

88 

54 

55 

286 

27.0 

Pamela  Harting-Barrat 

36 

92 

92 

11 

81 

378 

35.7 

Lees  N.  Stuntz 

39 

100 

94 

79 

76 

388 

36.6 

Write-ins 

0 

2 

4 

0 

2 

8 

0.8 

94 

264 

278 

210 

214 

1060 

TRUSTEE  OF  THE  MEMORL^L  LIBRARY 

Blanks 

3 

17 

17 

12 

7 

56 

10.6 

Loretta  P.  Roscoe 

44 

115 

121 

93 

100 

473 

89.2 

Write-ins 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0.2 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

QUESTION  1 

Shall  Section  4  —  2  of  the  Acton  Town  Charter  be  amended  by  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Commission  on  Disabilities  fro 

7  to  9  members  ? 

Blanks 

11 

5 

0 

2 

6 

24 

4.5 

YES 

30 

81 

74 

76 

58 

319 

60.2 

NO 

16 

46 

55 

27 

43 

187 

35.3 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

43 


unices/ \^aIlUIU<tl.C3 

PPT  1 

PPT  ? 

PPT  1 

PPT  A 

PPT  C 

TOT A  I  C 

/c 

\j 

i  u 

1  y 

\0 

lO 

AO 

41 

1  If^ 
1  1  u 

1  1Q 

Q'^ 
yj 

01 

yi 

80. 0 

Writeins  : 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0.2 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

ACTON  WATER  DISTRICT 

Offices/Candidates 

PCT  1 

PCT  2 

PCT  3 

PCT  4 

PCT  5 

TOTALS 

% 

POMMIES ^JTOMFR  W^tf^r  Diet 

5 

19 

27 

1 

ID 

1 7 
1  / 

SI 
o  1 

1  s  1 

1  J.J 

i^cOnoTU  rV.  r  lllllipa 

42 

113 

111 

yA 

on 

y\j 

84. J 

w  nic-ins  . 

0 

0 

1 

n 

U 

n 
u 

1 
1 

47 

132 

139 

1 

lU/ 

6 

17 

22 

1 9 

1  A, 

70 

I\J 

1  j.z 

Am  to  F  Poft^ 
/Mil la  C.  rdgC 

41 

114 

116 

yj 

0/1 

60.4 

Write-ins  : 

0 

1 

1 

(\ 
U 

u 

Z 

A  A 
U.4 

47 

132 

139 

105 

107 

530 

MAY  17, 1994 
SPECIAL  TOWN  ELECTION 

OFFICIAL 


Vote  Count: 

Number  of  Ballots  cast 


PCTl       PCT 2       PCT 3       PCT 4       PCT 5  TOTALS 

527  835         1048  909  860  4179 


Total  Number  of  Registered  Voters: 
Turn  Out:  40.2 


10,398 


QUESTION  1 

Shall  the  Town  of  Acton  be  allowed  to  assess  an  additional  $397,272  in  real  estate  and  personal  property  taxes  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  necessary  expenses  for  the  Acton  Public  Schools  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
four? 


PCT  1 

PCT  2 

PCT  3 

PCT  4 

PCT  5 

TOTALS 

% 

Blanks 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0.0 

YES 

293 

402 

497 

379 

384 

1955 

46.8 

NO 

234 

431 

551 

530 

476 

2222 

53.2 

527 

835 

1048 

909 

860 

4179 

I 
\ 
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SEPTEMBER  20, 1994 
STATE  PRIMARY  ELECTION 


Vote  Count: 

Number  of  Ballots  cast 


PREC.  1 

337 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED  VOTERS: 
TURNOUT:  21.3 


PREC.  2 
492 

10,508 


Ballots  cast  by  Party: 

DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLICAN 

Offices/Candidates 

DEM  —  Senator  in  Congress 
Blanks 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
Write-ins 


182 
155 

PREC.  1 


29 
150 
3 

182 


204 
288 

PREC.  2 


39 
159 
6 
204 


PREC.  3 

508 


254 
254 

PREC.  3 


48 
202 
4 
254 


PREC.  4 

439 


219 
220 

PREC.  4 


35 
184 
0 
219 


PREC.  5 

463 


236 
227 

PREC.  5 


29 
199 
8 

236 


TOTALS 

2239 


1095 
1144 

TOTALS 


180 
894 
21 
1095 


48.9 
51.1 

% 


16.4 
81.6 
2.0 


DEM  —  Governor 

Blanks 

George  A.  Bachrach 
Michael  J.  Barrett 
Mark  Roosevelt 
Write-ins 


10 
60 
43 
69 
0 
182 


18 
69 
36 
78 
3 

204 


24 
82 
53 
94 
1 

254 


14 
74 
52 
79 
0 
219 


24 
71 
48 
87 
6 

236 


90 
356 
232 
407 
10 
1095 


8.2 
32.5 
21.2 
37.2 

0.9 


DEM  —  Lieutenant  Governor 

Blanks 

Marc  D.  Draisen 
Robert  K.  Massie 
Write-ins 


43 
64 
75 
0 

182 


58 
48 
98 
0 
204 


74 
80 
99 
1 

254 


69 
65 
84 
1 

219 


62 
77 
95 
2 
236 


306 
334 
451 
4 

1095 


27.9 
30.5 
41.2 
0.4 


DEM  —  Attorney  General 

Blanks 

L.  Scott  Harshbarger 
Write-ins 


46 

136 
0 
182 


30 
173 
1 

204 


48 
204 
2 

254 


45 
173 
1 

219 


57 
175 
4 
236 


226 
861 
8 

1095 


20.6 
78.6 
0.8 


DEM  —  Secretary  of  State 
Blanks 

Wm.  Francis  Galvin 
Augusto  F.  Grace 
Write-ins 


53 
56 
73 

182 


62 
59 
83 

204 


84 
81 
88 
1 

254 


63 
77 
79 

219 


65 
73 
98 

236 


327 
346 
421 
I 

1095 


29.9 
31.6 
38.4 
0.1 


DEM  —  Treasurer 

Blanks 

Shannon  P.  O'Brien 
Write-ins 


72 
110 

182 


88 
116 

204 


109 
144 
1 

254 


76 
142 
1 

219 


106 
128 
2 
236 


451 
640 
4 

1095 


41.2 
58.4 
0.4 


45 


Offices/Candidates 


PREC.  1 


PREC.2 


PREC.  3 


PREC.  4 


PREC.  5 


TOTALS 


% 


DEM— Auditor 

Blanks 

A.  Joseph  DeNucci 
Write-ins 


71 
111 

182 


92 
112 

204 


102 
152 

254 


75 
144 

219 


93 
139 
4 
236 


433 
658 
4 

1095 


39.5 
60.1 
0.4 


DEM  —  Representative  in  Congress 


Blanks 

Martin  T.  Meehan 
Thomas  J.  Quinn 
Write-ins 


19 
140 

23 

182 


18 
153 
31 
1 

204 


36 
194 
23 
1 

254 


18 
181 
20 

219 


24 
192 
20 

236 


115 
860 
117 
2 

1095 


10.5 
78.5 
10.7 

0.2 


DEM  —  CounciUor 

Blanks 

Cynthia  S.  Creem 
Joseph  M.  Downes,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Kahn 
Jackie  Morrissey 
Write-ins 


56 
90 
16 
4 
16 

182 


67 
95 
19 
8 
15 

204 


91 
115 
19 
16 
11 
2 

254 


66 
99 
18 
12 
23 
1 

219 


76 
100 
20 
15 
25 

236 


356 
499 
92 
55 
90 
3 

1095 


32.5 
45.6 
8.4 
5.0 
8.2 
0.3 


DEM  —  Senator  in  General  Court 

Blanks  48 
Robert  A.  Durand  134 
Write-ins 

182 


42 
160 

2 

204 


65 
189 

254 


39 
180 

219 


66 
170 

236 


260 
833 
2 

1095 


23.7 
76.1 
0.2 


DEM  —  Representative  in  General  Court 


Blanks 

Pamela  P.  Resor 
Write-ins 


29 
153 

182 


31 
170 

3 

204 


44 

209 
I 

254 


19 
199 
1 

219 


38 
197 
1 

236 


161 

928 
6 

1095 


14.7 
84.7 
0.6 


DEM  —  District  Attorney 

Blanks 

Thomas  F.  Reilly 
Write-ins 


75 
107 

182 


89 
115 

204 


104 
150 

254 


79 
140 

219 


100 
136 

236 


447 
648 

1095 


40.8 
59.2 
0.0 


DEM  —  Clerk  of  Courts 

Blanks 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 
James  P.  Kennedy 
Write-ins 


67 
90 
25 

182 


83 
78 
43 

204 


103 
105 
45 
1 

254 


75 
102 
42 

219 


91 

107 
38 

236 


419 
482 
193 
1 

1095 


38.3 
44.0 
17.6 
0.1 


DEM  —  Register  of  Deeds 

Blanks 

Eugene  C.  Brune 
John  S.  Kennedy 
Douglas  John  Murray 
Write-ins 


69 
77 
14 
22 

182 


88 
59 
15 
42 

204 


111 
95 
13 
35 

254 


81 
93 
18 
27 

219 


98 
85 
23 
30 

236 


447 
409 
83 
156 

1095 


40.8 
37.4 

7.6 
14.2 

0.0 
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Offices/Candidates 


PREC.  1        PREC.  2       PREC.  3       PREC.  4        PREC.  5  TOTALS 


DEM  —  County  Commissioner 

5  Blanks 

I  Francis  X.  Flaherty 
Gerald  J.  Flynn.  Jr. 
Douglas  E.  MacDonald 
John  M.  MacGillivray 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Senator  in  Congress 

Blanks 

John  R.  Lakian 
W.  Mitt  Romney 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Governor 

Blanks 

William  F.  Weld 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Lieutenant  Governor 

Blanks 

Axgeo  Paul  Cellucci 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Attorney  General 

Blanks 

Janis  M.  Berry 
Guy  A.  Carbone 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Secretary  of  State 
Blanks 

Arthur  E.  Chase 
Peter  V.  Foreman 
Write-ins 


REP  —  Treasurer 

Blanks 

Joseph  Daniel  Malone 
Write-ins 


REP  — Auditor 

Blanks 

Forrester  A.  Clark,  Jr. 
Earle  B.  Stroll 
Write-ins 


73 
49 
40 
8 
12 

182 


93 
47 
48 

3 
12 

1 

204 


111 

82 
39 

8 
13 

1 

254 


85 
70 
44 
12 
8 

219 


100 
72 
45 
6 
13 

236 


462 
320 
216 
37 
58 
2 

1095 


42.2 
29.2 
19.7 
3.4 
5.3 
0.2 


1 

17 

137 

155 


1 

30 
257 

288 


6 
42 
206 

254 


4 

37 
179 

220 


5 
30 
192 

227 


17 

156 
971 

1144 


1.5 
13.6 
84.9 

0.0 


15 

139 
1 

155 


33 
254 
1 

288 


35 
218 
1 

254 


18 

202 

220 


21 
206 

227 


122 
1019 

3 

1144 


10.7 
89.1 
0.3 


23 
130 
2 

155 


38 
249 
1 

288 


41 

213 

254 


22 

198 

220 


25 
202 

227 


149 
992 
3 

1144 


13.0 
86.7 
0.3 


20 
96 
39 

155 


65 
174 
49 

288 


47 
159 
48 

254 


27 
148 
45 

220 


38 
143 
46 

227 


197 
720 
227 

1144 


17.2 
62.9 
19.8 
0.0 


26 
78 
51 

155 


70 
119 
99 

288 


52 
116 
86 

254 


32 
121 
65 
2 

220 


49 
108 
70 

227 


229 
542 
371 

2 

1144 


20.0 
47.4 
32.4 
0.2 


21 
134 

155 


53 
235 

288 


49 
205 

254 


38 
181 
1 

220 


30 
197 

227 


191 

952 
1 

1144 


16.7 
83.2 
0.1 


33 
73 
49 

155 


101 
113 
73 
1 

288 


77 
109 
68 
1 

254 


44 
97 
78 

220 


52 
115 
60 

227 


307 
507 
328 
2 

1144 


26.8 
44.3 
28.7 
0.2 
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Offices/Candidates  PREC.  1 

REP  —  Representative  in  Congress 


Blanks 

David  E.  Coleman 
Write-ins 


43 
111 
1 

155 


PREC.  2 


109 
178 
1 

288 


PREC.  3 


90 
164 


254 


PREC.  4 


67 
152 
1 

220 


PREC.  5 


62 
165 


227 


TOTALS 


371 
770 
3 

1144 


% 


32.4 
67.3 
0.3 


REP  —  Councillor 

Blanks 

William  M.  Monnie 
Write-ins 


42 
113 

155 


104 

184 

288 


84 
170 

254 


62 
158 

220 


71 
156 

227 


363 
781 

1144 


31.7 
68.3 
0.0 


REP  —  Senator  in  General  Court 

Blanks 

John  J.  L.  Matson 
Write-ins 


45 
110 

155 


113 
175 

288 


97 

156 
1 

254 


66 
154 

220 


78 
148 
1 

227 


399 
743 
2 

1144 


34.9 
64.9 
0.2 


REP  —  Representative  in  General  Court 


Blanks 
Write-ins 


152 
3 
155 


285 
3 

288 


251 
3 

254 


217 
3 

220 


223 
4 
227 


1128 
16 
1144 


98.6 
1.4 


REP  —  District  Attorney 

Blanks 
Write-ins 


155 
155 


287 
1 

288 


253 
1 

254 


219 
1 

220 


227 
227 


1141 
3 

1144 


99.7 
0.3 


REP  —  Clerk  of  Courts 

Blanks 
Write-ins 


154 
1 

155 


287 
1 

288 


254 

254 


218 
2 
220 


226 
1 

227 


1139 
5 

1144 


99.6 
0.4 


REP  —  Register  of  Deeds 

Blanks 

Jane  Sullivan  Savery 
Write-ins 


60 
95 

155 


133 
155 

288 


115 
139 

254 


84 
136 

220 


89 
138 

227 


481 
663 

1144 


42.0 
58.0 
0.0 


REP  —  County  Commissioner 

Blanks 
Write-ins 


155 
155 


285 

3 

288 


254 
254 


218 
2 
220 


224 
3 

227 


1136 
8 

1144 


99.3 
0.7 
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NOVEMBER  8, 1994 
STATE  ELECTION  RESULTS 


Vote  Count 

Number  of  Ballots  cast 


PREC.  1 

1424 


PREC.  2 

1783 


PREC.  3 

1835 


PREC.  4 

1754 


PREC.  5 

1852 


TOTALS 
8648 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED  VOTERS: 
TURN  OUT:  79.2 


10,921 


OfTices/Candidates 
Senator  in  Congress 
Blanks 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
W.  Mitt  Romney 
Lauraleigh  Dozier 
Wm.  A.  Ferguson 
Write-ins 


PREC.  1 

28 
742 
637 
11 
4 
2 

1424 


PREC.  2 

25 
898 
847 
12 
0 
1 

1783 


PREC.  3 

43 
983 
797 

12 
0 

1835 


PREC.  4 

48 
961 
736 
8 
1 

1754 


PREC.  5 

51 
1039 
750 
12 
0 

1852 


TOTALS 

195 
4623 
3767 
55 
5 
3 

8648 


2.3 
53.5 
43.6 
0.6 
0.1 
0.0 


Governor 

Blanks 

Weld  and  Cellucci 
Roosevelt  and  Massie 
Cook  and  Crawford 
Rebello  and  Giske 
Write-ins 


33 
1059 
321 
7 
4 

1424 


31 
1366 
376 
8 
0 
2 

1783 


42 
1336 
444 
13 
0 

1835 


46 
1248 
447 
11 
2 

1754 


65 
1328 
444 
15 
0 

1852 


217 
6337 
2032 
54 
6 
2 

8648 


2.5 
73.3 
23.5 
0.6 
0.1 
0.0 


Attorney  General 

Blanks 

L.  Scott  Harshbarger 
Janis  M.  Berry 
Write-ins 


82 
921 
420 
1 

1424 


72 
1192 
519 

1783 


87 
1241 

507 

1835 


92 
1184 
478 

1754 


121 
1297 
434 

1852 


454 

5835 
2358 
1 

8648 


5.2 
67.5 
27.3 

0.0 


Secretary  of  State 

Blanks 

Arthur  E.  Chase 
William  Francis  Galvin 
Peter  C.  Everett 
Write-ins 


176 
627 
578 
43 

1424 


227 
839 
680 
37 

1783 


258 
791 
742 
44 

1835 


252 
734 
709 
59 

1754 


275 
739 
782 
55 
1 

1852 


1188 
3730 
3491 
238 
1 

8648 


13.7 
43.1 
40.4 
2.8 
0.0 


Treasurer 

Blanks 

Joseph  Daniel  Malone 
Shannon  R  O'Brien 
Susan  B.  Poulin 
Thomas  P.  Tiemey 
Write-ins 


84 
943 
351 
21 
24 
1 

1424 


98 
1236 
406 
21 
22 

1783 


115 
1222 
446 
33 
19 

1835 


109 
1151 
436 
39 
19 

1754 


136 
1208 
442 
33 
32 
1 

1852 


542 
5760 
2081 
147 
116 
2 

8648 


6.3 
66.6 
24.1 
1.7 
1.3 
0.0 
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Offices/Candidates 


PREC.  1 


PREC.2 


PREC.  3 


PREC.  4 


PREC.  5 


TOTALS 


Auditor 

Blanks 

A.  Joseph  DeNucci 
Forrester  A.  'Tim"  Clark 
Geoff  M.  Weil 
Write-ins 


167 
804 
413 
39 
1 

1424 


218 
1004 
523 
37 
1 

1783 


223 
1067 
507 
38 

1835 


228 
1019 
459 
48 

1754 


246 
1093 
473 
40 

1852 


1082 
4987 
2375 
202 
2 

8648 


12.5 
57.7 
27.5 
2.3 
0.0 


Representative  in  Congress 

Blanks 

Martin  T.  Meehan 
David  E.  Coleman 
Write-ins 


88 

873 
462 
1 

1424 


98 
1109 
572 
4 

1783 


116 
1165 
554 

1835 


133 
1102 
519 

1754 


133 
1227 
490 
2 

1852 


568 
5476 
2597 
7 

8648 


6.6 
63.3 
30.0 

0.1 


Councillor 

Blanks 

Cynthia  S.  Creem 
William  M.  Monnie 
Write-ins 


237 
568 
618 
1 

1424 


302 
629 
850 
2 

1783 


319 

677 
839 

1835 


317 

675 
762 

1754 


333 
709 
810 

1852 


1508 
3258 
3879 
3 

8648 


17.4 
37.7 
44.9 
0.0 


Senator  in  General  Court 

Blanks 

Robert  A.  Durand 
John  J.L.  Matson 
Write-ins 


161 
766 
497 

1424 


159 
987 
636 
1 

1783 


159 
1082 
594 

1835 


171 
1055 
528 

1754 


182 
1122 
547 
1 

1852 


832 
5012 
2802 
2 

8648 


9.6 
58.0 
32.4 

0.0 


Representative  in  General  Court 

Blanks 

Pamela  P.  Resor 
Write-ins 


356 
1046 
22 
1424 


453 
1316 
14 
1783 


478 
1351 
6 

1835 


425 
1311 
18 
1754 


464 
1383 
5 

1852 


2176 
6407 
65 
8648 


25.2 
74.1 
0.7 


District  Attorney 

Blanks 

Thomas  F.  Reilly 
Write-ins 


486 
931 
7 

1424 


627 
1146 
10 
1783 


663 
1170 
2 

1835 


600 
1148 
6 

1754 


650 
1202 

1852 


3026 
5597 
25 
8648 


35.0 
64.7 
0.3 


Clerk  of  Courts 

Blanks 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 
Write-ins 


500 
917 
7 

1424 


677 
1098 
8 

1783 


703 
1130 
2 

1835 


655 
1096 
3 

1754 


697 
1155 

1852 


3232 
5396 
20 
8648 


37.4 
62.4 
0.2 


Register  of  Deeds 

Blanks 

Eugene  C.  Brune 
Jane  Sullivan  Savery 
Write-ins 


271 
529 
624 

1424 


364 
635 
783 
1 

1783 


391 
729 
715 

1835 


371 
683 
700 

1754 


405 
715 
732 

1852 


1802 
3291 
3554 
1 

8648 


20.8 
38.1 
41.1 
0.0 
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Offices/Candidates  PREC.  1 

County  Commissioner 

Blanks  341 
Francis  X.  Flaherty  606 
Barbara  J.  Collins  475 
Write-ins  2 

1424 

1.  Ballot  Campaigns 

Blanks  51 
Yes  562 
No  811 

1424 

2.  Seat  Belt  Law 

Blanks  28 
Yes  1000 
No  396 

1424 

3.  "Waivable"  vs.  "Optional"  Fees 
Blanks  108 
Yes  722 
No  594 

1424 

4.  Term  Limits 

Blanks  51 
Yes  679 
No  694 

1424 

5.  Sunday  Retail  Hour 

Blanks  40 
Yes  896 
No  488 

1424 

6.  Graduated  Income  Tax 

Blanks  46 
Yes  384 
No  994 

1424 

7.  Personal  Income  Tax  Changes 

Blanks  50 
Yes  367 
No  1007 

1424 

8.  State  Highway  Fund  Changes 

Blanks  61 
Yes  1070 
1  No  293 

1424 


PREC.  2  PREC.  3  PREC. 

453  475  447 

739  810  785 

589  550  521 

2  1 

1783  1835  1754 

38  57  57 

649  706  708 

1096  1072  989 

1783  1835  1754 

18  32  33 

1387  1368  1281 

378  435  440 

1783  1835  1754 

116  147  139 

925  914  879 

742  774  736 
1783  1835  1754 

38  51  53 

834  817  761 

911  967  940 

1783  1835  1754 

14  45  48 

1026  1046  970 

743  744  736 
1783  1835  1754 

42  61  65 

407  487  503 

1334  1287  1186 

1783  1835  1754 

42  65  85 

382  455  456 

1359  1315  1213 

1783  1835  1754 

58  56  88 

1404  1439  1354 

321  340  312 

1783  1835  1754 


PREC.  5  TOTALS  % 

467  2183  25.2 

833  3773  43.6 

552  2687  31.1 

5  0.1 

1852  8648 

73  276  3.2 

724  3349  38.7 

1055  5023  58.1 

1852  8648 

59  170  2.0 

1334  6370  73.7 

459  2108  24.4 

1852  8648 

134  644  7.4 

967  4407  51.0 

751  3597  41.6 

1852  8648 

80  273  3.2 

830  3921  45.3 

942  4454  51.5 

1852  8648 

53  200  2.3 

983  4921  56.9 

816  3527  40.8 

1852  8648 

71  285  3.3 

533  2314  26.8 

1248  6049  69.9 

1852  8648 

73  315  3.6 

480  2140  24.7 

1299  6193  71.6 

1852  8648 

76  339  3.9 

1445  6712  77.6 

331  1597  18.5 

1852  8648 
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Offices/Candidates  PREC.  1  PREC.  2  PREC.  3  PREC.  4  PREC.  5  TOTALS  % 
9.  Prohibiting  Rent  Control 

Blanks                                       78  76  94  93  109              450  5.2 

Yes                                         772  928  944  894  919            4457  51.5 

No                                          574  779  797  767  824            3741  43.3 

1424  1783  1835  1754  1852  8648 


t 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  APRIL  4,  1944 
WITH  ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  HELD  APRIL  5,  1994,  APRIL  6,  1994,  AND  APRIL  11,  1994 


Number  of  Registered  Voters  attending  Town  Meeting: 

Monday,  April  4,  1994  473 

Tuesday.  April  5,  1994  656 

Wednesday.  April  6,  1994  429 

Monday.  April  11.  1994  222 

On  April  4.  1994,  Moderator  Donald  MacKenzie  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  7:30  p.m.  Alter  welcoming  the  attendees,  Mr  MacKen/ie  introduced  Rev. 
Kent  Moorehead  of  St.  Mathews  Church  who  gave  the  invocation. 

The  Moderator  then  introduced  F.  Dore  Hunter,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  On  behalf  of  the  Selectmen,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  Anne  Fanton  with 
gift  thanking  her  for  her  service  with  the  Board.  Mr.  Hunter  then  introduced  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  Moderator  then  introduced  Charles 
Olmstead,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  who  had  each  Committee  Mem- 
ber introduce  themselves. 

After  giving  a  brief  review  of  Town  Meeting  rules  and  regulations,  the 
Moderator  then  explained  that  he  would  read  the  consent  calendar  and  any  articles 
that  were  read  could  be  "Held"  if  two  or  more  voters  called  for  them  to  be  held  for 
discussion  when  we  got  to  that  article. 


MOTION:  MRS.  TAVERNIER  moves  that  the  Town  take  up  the  26  ar- 
ticles as  listed  in  the  consent  calendar  as  listed  on  pages  14- 16  of  the  warrant. 


32  Emergency  Disaster  Aid  Appropriation:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  in  the  words  of 
the  article. 

35  Cemetery  Land  Fund  Transfer:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  appropri- 
ate $10,000.00  to  be  expanded  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design, 
development,  land.scaping.  roadways,  and  drainage  of  new  sections  of 
Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$10,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

36  Chapter90  Highway  Reimbursement:  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  the  Selectmen 
are  authorized  to  accept  Highway  funds  from  all  .sources  and  such  funds  are 
hereby  appropriated  for  highway  purposes. 

37  Acceptance  of  Gift  of  Land:  Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

38  Acceptance  of  Gift  of  Land:  Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

39  "HELD"  Street  Acceptances:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  accept  as  a 
public  way  the  street  listed  in  the  Article,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  according  to  the  plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easements  for  drainage,  utility,  or 
other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plan  or  described  in  the  Order  of 
Layout. 

40  Charter  Road  Sidewalk  Easements:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  in  the  words  of  the 
article. 


The  Moderator  called  the  individual  articles. 

CONSENT  CALENDAR 
Article  Motion 

3  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund:  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  $32,846.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  van 
.service,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $32,846.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

4  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  rai.se  and 
appropriate  $460. 1 78.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing 
services,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $460,178.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

5  Septage  Enterprise  Fund:  Mrs.  Fanton  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $200,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise 
such  amount  $200,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Disposal  Enter- 
prise Fund. 

6  "HELD"  NESWC  Enterprise  Fund:  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town 
appropriate  $1,507,100.00  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to 
raise  such  amount  $1,507,100.00  be  transferred  from  the  Solid  Waste 
Disposal  Fund. 

7  "HELD"  NESWC  Stabilization  Fund:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town 
appropriate  $476,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  NESWC 
Stabilization  Fund,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $476,00.00  be  transferred 
from  the  NESWC  Fund  Balance. 

8  Merriam  School  Enterprise  Budget:  Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  that  the  Town 
appropriate  $73,709  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School, 
and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School  be  set  aside  as 
separate  fund  under  M.G.L,  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  to  meet  this  appropria- 
tion. 

30  Self  Funding  Programs:  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  revolving  funds  for  the 
Historic  District  Commission,  Building  Department  and  the  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures  be  established  for  FY  95  in  the  amounts  and  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  the  summary  of  this  article. 


41       Main  Street  Easement:  Mr.  Shupert  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

46  "HELD"  Tract  of  Land  Required  for  Certain  Developments:  Mr.  Hill 
moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  .set  forth  in  then  Article. 

47  Maximum  Limits  for  Residential  Component  in  Planned  Unit  Develop- 
ments: Mr.  Pavan  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in 
the  Article. 

48  Corrections.  Clarification  of  Zoning  Bylaw:  Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the 
Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

49  Accommodation  of  Handicapped  and  Van  Accessible  Parking:  Mrs. 
Giorgio  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

50  "HELD"  Change  Special  Permit  Requirement  for  Common  Drives:  Mr. 
Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 
article. 

5 1  Eliminate  Special  Permit  Regulations  for  Certain  Accessory  Uses:  Mr.  Lee 
moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

52  Eliminate  Prohibition  Against  and  Special  Permit  Requirements  For  Ter- 
tiary Wastewater  Treatment  Facilities:  Mr.  Camahan  moves  that  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

53  Elimination  of  Special  Permit  Requirements  for  Certain  Dimensional 
Provisions:  Mr.  Lee  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth 
in  the  article. 

58  Accept  MGL  Chapter  140  Section  I47A.  Dog  Fund;  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves 
that  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  147  A  be  accepted. 

59  Amendment  to  Town  Bylaw  Chapter  E  —  Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town 
Bylaws  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  Article. 

61  "HELD"  Remove  Police  Chief  Position  from  Civil  Service:  Mr.  Hunter 
moves  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  take  them  appropriate 
steps  to  remove  the  Police  Chief's  position  from  Civil  Service  status,  and 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  an  Act 
to  permit  such  removal. 
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MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

except  for  articles  6,  7.  39.  46,  50  and  61  which  were  "held". 

ARTICLE  1  CHOOSE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  to  fix  the  sala- 
ries and  compensation  of  all  the  elective  officers  of  the  Town  as  follows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  Town  Meeting  session 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman  $750.00 

Clerk  $650.00 
Member  $650.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  fix  the  compensation  for  elected 
officers  as  shown  in  the  Warrant  on  page  1 8. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  nominates  Edward  Bennett  as  Trustee  of  the 
West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1997. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

William  Klauer  nominates  Allen  Nelson  as  Trustee  of  Acton's  Fireman's 
Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1997. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

Shirley  Towle  nominates  Mabel  Grekula  as  Trustee  of  Charlotte  Goodnow 
Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1997. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

Cornelia  Huber  nominates  Edwin  Miller  as  Trustee  of  the  Elizabeth  W^te 
Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1997. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

Frances  Bissell  nominates  Madeleine  Kaduboski  as  Trustee  of  the 
Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire  in  1997. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  2  HEAR  AND  ACCEPT  REPORTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  reports,  and  to  hear  and  act  upon  the  rep)ort 
of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Town  Meeting  that  has  not  already  re- 
ported, or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports  of  the  various  Town 
officers  and  boards  as  set  forth  in  the  1 993  Town  Report  and  that  the  Moderator 
call  for  any  other  reports. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  3*  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

VAN  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  including  Enterprise  Funds,  the  sum  of  $32,846.00.  or  any  other  sum. 
to  operate  the  Senior  Van  Service,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $32,846.00  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  van  service,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $32,846.00  be 
transferred  from  the  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  4*  NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  including  Enterprise  Funds,  the  sum  of  $460,178.00.  or  any  other  sum,  to 
provide  Public  Health  Nursing  Services,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $460,178.00  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing  services,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$460,178.00  be  transferred  from  the  Nursing  Enterpri.se  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  5*  SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL 

ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  including  Enterpri.se  Funds,  the  sum  of  $200,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for 
the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Fanton  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $200,000.00  for 
the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $200,000.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Septage  Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  6*  NESWC  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  including  Enterprise  Funds,  the  sum  of  $1,507,100.00,  or  any  other  sum, 
for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 

(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar) 
Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $1,507,100.00  for  the 
purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $1,507,100.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  NESWC  Enterprise  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  7*  NESWC  STABILIZATION 

FUND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  including  Enterpri.se  Funds,  the  sum  of  $476,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for 
the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  NESWC  Stabilization  Fund,  said  sum  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  NESWC  Fund  Balance,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 

(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar) 
Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  Appi  opriate  $476,000.00  tor  the  purpose 
of  replenishing  the  NESWC  Stabilization  Fund,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$476,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  NESWC  Enterpnse  Fund  Balance. 
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MOTION  CARRIES 

ARTICLE  8*  MERRIAM  SCHOOL 

ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  including  Enterprise  Funds,  the  sum  of  $73,709.00,  or  any  other  sum, 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School,  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $73,709.00  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  Meaiam  School,  and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the 
Merriam  school  be  set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  M.G.L.,  Chapter  44,  Section 
53E  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  9  BUDGET  TRANSFER 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds  appropriated 
under  current  fiscal  year's  budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  or 
make  any  other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budget  and  appropriations 
that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $133,796.00  to  be  used  in  con- 
junction with  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  Municipal  Services  Budget  for  the 
current  Fiscal  Year,  and  that  to  raise  such  amount  $133,796.00  be  transferred  from 
Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

ARTICLE  10  MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL 

SCHOOL  EDUCATION  REFORM 
FY94  LEVY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available 
funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Minuteman  Regional  School  District  in 
Fiscal  Year  1994  in  order  to  meet  the  Town's  obligations  under  the  1993  Educa- 
tion Reform  Act,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION. 
Mr.  Wiltse  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  11  ACTON  BOXBOROUGH 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL  EDUCATION  REFORM 
FY94  LEVY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available 
funds,  $31,422.00,  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 
in  Fiscal  Year  1 994  in  order  to  meet  the  Town's  obligations  under  the  1993  Educa- 
tion Reform  Act,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Harting-Barrat  moves  that  $31,422.00  be  appropriated  to  pay  the 
Acton  Boxborough  School  District  Assessment  in  Fiscal  Year  1994  in  order  to 
meet  the  Town's  obligation  under  the  1993  Education  Reform  Act,  and  that  to 
raise  such  amount  $31,422.00  be  transfeaed  from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES 


ARTICLE  12  ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

EDUCATION  REFORM  FY94  LEVY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from  available 
funds,  $48,562.00,  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1994  Local  School  department  budget  in 
order  to  meet  the  Town's  obligations  under  the  1993  Education  Relbrm  Act.  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  13         TOWN  OPERATING  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  rai.se  and  appropriate,  or  appro- 
priate from  available  funds,  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  .several  de- 
partments, offices  and  boards  of  the  Town,  exclusive  of  the  necessary  expen.ses 
relative  to  the  schools,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  Budget  for  the  period  July  I,  1994  to 
June  30,  1995,  in  the  amount  of  $11,125,485.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  in  its 
entirety,  except  that  $65,000.00  be  transferred  from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for 
Cemetery  use,  and  that  $4,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  County  Dog  Fund  for 
library  use,  and  that  $14,300.00  be  transferred  from  Wetland  filing  fees  for  the 
Conservation  Department,  and  further  that  the  Town  Manager  be  authorized  to 
sell,  trade,  or  dispose  of  vehicles  being  replaced. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  14  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

COMMAND  VEHICLE 
4WD  SUPPLEMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  the  sum  of  $15,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town 
Manager  to  purchase  and  equip  Command  Vehicle  for  the  Fire  Department,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $15,000.00  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  to  purchase  and  equip  a  Command  Vehicle  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

At  this  point  the  Moderator  noted  that  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee, the  Town  Manager  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  wanted  to  recognize  the 
people  that  have  retired  from  various  Boards.  They  were: 

James  Barbato,  Board  of  Health;  Louis  Beauregard,  Commission  on  Dis- 
ability; Ed  Calami,  Board  of  Health;  Dorothy  Chautin,  Council  on  Aging;  Camille 
Chaveze  Gabrielli,  Finance  Committee;  Rosalie  DeQuattro,  Arts  Council;  Harold 
Gordinier,  Prison  Advisory  Committee;  Ira  Grossman,  Board  of  Health;  Arthur 
Harrigan,  Finance  Committee;  Cary  Hobson,  Commission  on  Disability;  Connie 
Ingram,  Commission  on  Disability;  Paul  Kohout,  Finance  Committee;  David 
Lunger,  Fort  Devens  Task  Force;  Matt  Mleziva,  Board  of  Appeals;  Jack  Powers, 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee;  Charles  Putnam.  Cemetery  Conunission;  Ruth 
Rice.  Council  on  Aging;  Sharon  Santillo,  Arts  Council;  Lois  Stem,  Fair  Housing; 
David  Thrope,  Fair  Housing;  Janet  Thrope,  Arts  Council;  Charlotte  Timledge. 
Conservation  Commission. 
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ARTICLE  15  CONSTRUCT  IMPACT 

FEE  FORMULA 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  $10,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  and  drafting  an  Impact  Fee  Bylaw,  including  any 
legal  and  planning  consultant  fees  and  other  costs  related  thereto,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Fanton  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $10,000.00  to  be  expended 
by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purpose  of  developing  and  drafting  an  Impact  Fee 
Formula. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  16  MUNICIPAL 

STABILIZATION  FUND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  a  stabilization  fund  for  the  Town,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $77,515.00  for  the  Stabili- 
zation Fiud  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Chapter  40,  Section  5B. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  17  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

LADDER  TRUCK  REPLACEMENT 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  or  borrow,  the  sum  of  $450,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  to  purchase  and  equip  an  Aerial  Ladder  Truck  for  the  Fire 
Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $382,000.00  to  be 
expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  purchase  and  equip  an  Aerial  Ladder  Truck  for 
the  Fire  Department;  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $382,000.00  under 
M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  7(9). 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  18  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

PAVEMENT  PROGRAM 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  or  borrow,  the  sum  of  $331,800.00  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  Pavement  Program,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $332,000.00 

to  be  exf)ended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  [permanent  pavement  program  for 
the  Highway  Department;  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $332,000.00  under 
M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  7(5). 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


MOTION: 

Mr.  McCann  moves  to  take  Article  29  out  of  order. 

MOTION  LOST. 

ARTICLE  19  BLANCHARD 

AUDITORIUM  CHIMNEY  REPAIR 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds, 
or  borrow,  the  sum  of  $25,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  the  repair  of  the  chimney 
at  the  Blanchard  Auditorium,  including  any  engineering  fees  and  other  costs  inci- 
dental thereto  and  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  bor- 
rowing or  otherwise,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  20  CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
fiinds,  or  borrow  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purposes  listed  below: 

Estimated  Cost 

A.  Police  E-9 11  Dispatch  Center  $60,000.00 

B.  Mobile  Data  Terminals  $32,000.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $92,000.00  to  be 
expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  renovate  the  dispatch  center  and  to  purchase 
equipment  as  defined  in  this  article;  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Trea.surer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $92,000.00 
under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  7. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  21  BRIDGE  REPAIRS 

AND  REPLACEMENTS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  or  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purposes  listed  below: 

Estimated  Cost 

A.  Concord  Road  Bridge  Over  Nashoba  Brook  40.000.00 

B.  Wetherbee  Street  Bridge  Over  Nashoba  Brook  20,000.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $60,000.00  to  be 
expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  ex- 
traordinary repairs  to  the  Concord  Road  Bridge  over  Nashoba  Brook  and  for  engi- 
neering and  design  services  for  the  Wetherbee  Street  Bridge;  and  to  meet  this 
appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  au- 
thorized to  borrow  $60,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44.  Section  7. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
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ARTICLE  22  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

BUILDING  RENOVATIONS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  or  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purposes  listed  below: 


Total  Vote: 


MOTION  LOST 

256  Yes:  151 


No:  105 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  adjourn  at  10:59  p.m.  and  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  April 
5,  1994  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxboro  Regional  High  School  Auditorium. 


A.  Memorial  Library  Mortar  Repair 

B.  Fire  Dept.  Bldg.  Exhaust  Systems 

C.  Memorial  Library  HVAC  Upgrade 

D.  Police  Station  Garage  Roof  Repairs 

E.  Fire  Alanii  Equipment 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Estimated  Cost 

$20,000.00 
$10,000.00 
$10,000.00 
$10,000.00 
$15,000.00 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  ihc  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $65,000.00  to  be 
expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  repairs  and  equipment  as  listed  in  this  article; 
and  lo  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  be  authorized  lo  borrow  $65,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Sec- 
tion 7. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


MOTION  CARRIES. 
April  5, 1994 

The  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:35  p.m. 

ARTICLE  25  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

ENGINEERING  STUDIES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropnate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  or  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purposes  listed  below: 


A.  Kelley's  Comer  Engineering  Plan 

B.  Library  Expansion  Engineering  Plan 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Estimated  Cost 

$10,000.00 
$15,000.00 


ARTICLE  23  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

DEPARTMENTAL  VEHICLES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropnate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,  or  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purpo.ses  listed  below: 


MOTION: 

Mrs.  Fanton  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $25,000.00  to 
be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  Engineering  Flans  for  Kelley's  Comer  and 
for  Acton  Memorial  Library  expansion;  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Trea- 
surer, with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow 
$25,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44.  Section  7(22). 


Estimated  Cost 

A.  Engineering  Van  Replacement 

B.  F-700  Dump  Truck  Replacement 

C.  Front  End  Loader  Replacement 

D.  4x4  GWV  74  Ton  Pick-up  Replacement 

E.  4x4  One  Ton  Dump  Truck  Replacement 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


$18,000.00 
$35,000.00 
$95,000.00 
$18,000.00 
$25,000.00 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  Ihc  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $191,000.00  to 
be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  replace  Departmental  Equipment  as  listed 
in  this  article;  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $191,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter 
44,  Section  7(9). 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  24  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

TRAFnC  SIGNAL 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  or  borrow  the  sum  of  $48,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal  equipment  at  the  intersection  of 
Powder  Mill  Road  (Route  62)  and  High  Street,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $48,000.00 

to  be  expended  by  the  Tow  n  Manager  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal  equip- 
ment at  the  intersection  of  Powder  Mill  Road  (Route  62)  and  High  Street:  and  to 
meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men, be  authorized  to  borrow  $48,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  7(  14). 


MOTION  LOST 
MOTION: 

Mrs.  Musser  moves  that  these  items  be  taken  up  as  two  separate  votes 
MOTION  CARRIES 
MOTION: 

Mrs.  Musser  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $10,(M)0.00  to 

be  exf)ended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  Engineering  Plans  for  Kelley's  Comer; 
and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $10,000.00  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  Sec- 
tion 7(22). 


Total  Vote: 


MOTION  CARRIES 

478  Yes:  377 


No:  101 


MOTION: 

Mrs.  Musser  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $15,000.00  to 
be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  Engineering  Plans  for  Acton  Memorial 
Library  expansion;  and  to  meet  this  appropnation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $15,000.00  under  M.G.L. 
Chapter.  44.  Section  7(22). 


Total  Vote: 


MOTION  CARRIES 

169  Yes:  150 


No:  19 


MOTION: 

A  motion  was  made  to  take  Article  29  out  of  order. 

MOTION  LOST 

ARTICLE  26  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 

ICE  HOUSE  POND 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
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able  funds,  or  borrow  the  sum  of  $30.()0().00.  or  any  other  sum.  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  for  dredging,  and  constructing  flood  control  structure  and  re- 
lated work  to  provide  for  outdoor  recreation  at  Ice  House  Pond,  and  to  apply  for 
and  expend  any  applicable  -Slate  or  Federal  grants  for  such  work,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $30.00(».00  to  be 
expended  by  ihe  Town  Manager  for  dredging,  and  related  work  to  prov  ide  for 
outdoor  recreation  at  Ice  House  Pond:  and  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  Trea- 
surer, with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow 
$30,000.00  under  M  G.L.  Chapter  44.  Section  7(25). 

MOTION  CARRIES 

Total  Vote:  160  Yes:     150  No:  10 

ARTICLE  27  MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL 

SCHOOL  ASSESSMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  Ihe  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able lunds.  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Minutcman 
Technical  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Wiltse  moves  that  Ihc  Minuieman  Technical  School  Assessment  for 
the  period  July  I.  1994  to  June  .^0.  1995.  in  the  amount  of  $497,496.00.  be  raised 
and  appropriated  and  that  an  additional  amount  of  $172,868.00  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated subiect  to  Department  of  Education  certification  that  the  additional 
funds  are  mandated  by  the  Educational  Reform  Act  of  1993. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  28     ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  ASSESSMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  Ihe  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  the  sum  of  $8.0.^5.260.00.  or  any  other  sum.  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School,  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Dr.  Harting-Barrat  moves  to  let  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  speak  in 
behalf  of  the  School  Departinenl. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
MOTION: 

Dr.  Harting-Barrat  moves  thai  the  Acion  Boxborough  School  Assess- 
ment for  Ihe  period  July  1 .  1994  to  June  30.  1995.  in  the  amount  of  $8,035,260.00. 
be  raise  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

ARTICLE  29     ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  the  sum  of  $9,967,380  ($397,000  of  which  shall  be  contingent  upon 
passage  of  General  Override)  or  any  other  sum.  lo  defray  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  Local  Schools,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  that  Ihe  Town  vote  to  amend  the  article  as  lo  the  amount 
of  ihe  conlingcni  appropriation  to  read  $397,272.00.  The  motion  now  reads: 

"Mrs.  Stuntz  itio\  es  thai  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $9,967,380.00 


for  Ihe  Acton  Local  Schools  for  the  period  July  I,  l994toJune  30.  1995;  however, 
of  this  amount  the  appropriation  of  $397,272.00  shall  be  contingent  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  an  override  question  at  town  election  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section 
2 1  C(g)  of  Chapter  59  of  the  General  Laws  (Proposition  2-'h.)." 

MOTION  AS  AMENDED  CARRIES.  AF 

ARTICLE  30*  SECTION  53E  'A 

SELF-FUNDING  PROGRAMS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

B 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  pursuant  to  Section  53E  7:  of  Chapter  44  of  f 
the  General  Laws  to  continue  revolving  funds  for  the  Hi.storic  Di.strict  Commis- 
sion, the  Building  Department  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic  District  Com- 
mission. Building  Dep;ulment  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  be  established 
for  the  Fiscal  Year  1994  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  purposes  as  set  forth  in  the 
summary  of  this  article  on  page  35  of  this  Warrant.  ^ 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
*  NOTE  "Summary"  included  here  for  informational  purpo.scs 

SUMMARY 

This  will  allow  the  Town  to  fully  fund  the  Historic  District  Commission.  ^ 
the  Building  Department  Inspection  Program  and  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures from  the  receipts  that  each  program  produces.  This  program  removes  the 
cost  of  these  services  from  Ihe  lax  ba.se.  ; 

It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  exception  of  Electrical,  Plumbing  and  Gas  p 

permits  the  revenues  and  expenses  for  previously  funded  programs  will  remain  j 

the  same  as  last  year.  Due  to  the  increase  in  construction.  Electrical,  Plumbing  and  p 
Gas  permits  have  been  increased  to  reflect  the  anticipated  activity. 


REVENUE 

EXPENSE 

Historic  District  Fees 

250.00 

250.00 

Building  Department 

Micro  Film  Fees 

2.300.00 

2.300.00 

Electrical.  Plumbing  and 

Gas  permits 

37,200.00 

37,200.00 

Sign  License.  Periodic 

6,000.00 

6.000.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

6.500.00 

6,500.00 

ARTICLE  31#  WEST  ACTON 

CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  avail- 
able funds,  the  sum  of  $24,528,  or  any  other  sum,  for  salaries  and  operating  ex- 
penses for  the  maintenance  of  staffing  of  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library  Asso- 
ciation, or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mrs.  Friedrichs  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

ARTICLE  32*  EMERGENCY  DISASTER 

AID  APPROPRIATIONS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  any  Federal  Government  and 
Slate  Government  reimbursement  for  costs  incurred  as  a  result  of  any  declared 
emergencies  or  other  unusual  occurrences  during  Fiscal  Year  1995;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto.  ' 
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MOTION: 

Mr.  Miillin  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  33  USE  OF  FUNDS  TO 

REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  of  free  cash  which  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  lax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1994.  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  adjourn  at  10:35  p.m.  and  to  ineet  on  Wednesday. 
April  6.1994  at  7  30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Audi- 
torium. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 
April  6,  1994 

The  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:31  p.m. 

ARTICLE  34  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING 

ADAMS  STREET 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  convey  a  portion  of  a 
parcel  of  land  in  the  Southerly  part  of  the  Town  acquired  by  the  town  for  sewage 
disposal  purposes  pursuant  to  Article  23  of  the  1967  Annual  Town  Meeting,  said 
parcel  being  shown  as  parcel  33,  sheet  J-3  of  the  Town  Atlas,  described  as  follows: 

The  portion  being  the  most  northwesterly  4.0  acres,  more  or  less,  bounded 
as  follows: 


NORTHERLY:  by  Parker  Street  and  Adams  Street  about  690  feet, 
more  or  less; 

EASTERLY:  by  remaining  land  of  the  Town  of  Acton; 
SOUTHEASTERLY:  by  land  of  the  Town  of  Maynard 
SOUTHWESTERLY :  by  land  of  Helen  E.  Newsham  to  Parker  Street. 

for  construction  of  up  to  eight  (8)  affordable  dwelling  units  and  the  sale 
thereof  to  persons  or  households  whose  income  qualifies  under  state  or  Kxal  guide- 
lines for  affordable  housing,  with  preference  to  be  given  to  persons  employed  by 
or  withm  the  Town,  current  residents  of  the  Town,  and  to  children  of  Acton  resi- 
dents. 

No  conveyance  shall  occur  until: 

a)  a  qualified  developer  has  been  chosen  based  on  a  competitive  selection 
process  which  will  include  detailed  plans,  well  substantiated  co.st  estimates, 
and  guaranteed  selling  process  for  the  "affordable  units";  and 

b)  the  approval  of  the  Planning  Board.  Conservation  Commission.  Board  of 
Health.  Acton  Water  District  and  such  other  Town  Boards  or  Departments,  as 
appropriate,  for  areas  within  their  respective  jurisdictions  has  been  obtained. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  land  described  in  the  article  be  transferred 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  affordable  housing  purpo.ses.  and  the  Board  of  Se- 


lectmen be  authorized  to  convey  such  land  to  a  developer  for  one  dollar  and  on 
such  other  terms  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  including  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions .set  forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  LOST 

Total  Vote:  383  Yes:     171  No:  212 

ARTICLE  35*  CEMETERY  LAND 

FUND  TRANSFER 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  the  Cemetery 
Land  Fund  the  sum  of  $10,000,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town 
Manager  for  the  design,  development,  landscaping,  roadways,  and  drainage  of 
new  sections  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $10,000.00  to  be  expended 
by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design,  development,  landscaping,  roadways,  and 
drainage  of  new  sections  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and 
to  raise  such  amount  $10,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  36*  CHAPTER  90  HIGHWAY 

REIMBURSEMENT  PROGRAM 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available 
funds  a  sum  of  money  for  highway  improvements  under  the  authority  of  Chapter 
90  of  the  General  Laws  and  any  other  applicable  law,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  the  Selectmen  are  authorized  to  accept  Highway 
funds  from  all  sources  and  such  funds  are  hereby  appropnated  for  highway  pur- 
poses. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  37*  ACCEPTANCE  OF 

GIFTS  OF  LAND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  .see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  gift  the  following  parcel  of  vacant 

land: 

From  LaSell  Realty  Corp.,  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  1.4  acres,  more  or 
less,  located  at  48  Conant  Street  Behind.  Parcel  1-3,  127,  for  General  Municipal 
Purposes,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE  38*     ACCEPTANCE  OF  GIFT  OF  LAND 
AND  RELATED  EASEMENTS 
HEARTHSTONE  FARM  SUBDIVISION 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  Ronald  B.  Peabody,  Trustee  of 
Bowen  Estate  I  Realty  Trust,  gift  of  vacant  land  for  conservation  purposes  under 
MGL.  Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  along  with  related  access,  parking  lot.  trail  and 
sidewalk  easements.  The  land,  shown  as  Parcel  A  in  the  Hearthstone  Farm  Subdi- 
vision (off  Strawberry  Hill  Road),  contains  31.7  acres,  more  or  less,  and  is  a  por- 
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lion  1)1  Parcel  16-2  on  Map  Sheet  E-5  of  the  1993  edition  of  the  Town  Alias.  Said 
land  is  to  roniain  in  its  current  natural,  scenic,  and  open  condition  and  in  its  current 
agriculiiiral,  farming  and  forest  use.  The  easements  are:  right  of  way  easement  for 
access  from  Jay  Lane  to  Piirccl  A;  a  parking  lot  easement  across  from  Jay  Lane  on 
parcel  of  land  shown  as  Parcel  51  on  Map  Sheet  F-5  of  the  1993  edition  of  the 
Town  Atlas:  and  a  sidewalk  and  trail  easement  located  around  the  pwriphery  of  the 
same  parcel,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  39*  STREET  ACCEPTANCES 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  a  public  way  the  following  street  or 
(lorlion  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  lo  plan  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or 
easemeni  in  said  street  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the 
Order  of  Layout: 

In  the  KENNEDY  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 
Kennedy  Lane:  from  the  southerly  sideline  of  Arlington  Street  a  distance 
of  467  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  southeasterly  direction  to  the  easterly  sideline  of  a 
77.00  foot  radius  cul-de-sac  (including  the  cul-de-sac),  this  being  the  entire  road. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar) 
Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  accept  as  a  public  way  the  Street  listed  in 
the  Article,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  the  plans  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authori/.e  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or 
easements  for  drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  .said  plan  or 
described  in  the  Order  of  Layout. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  40*  CHARTER  ROAD 

SIDEWALK  EASEMENTS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  the  following  easements  for 
sidewalk  purposes: 

A.  Gordon  D.  Richards  of  60  Charter  Road,  an  easement  along  a  portion  of  his 
frontage  on  Charter  Road; 

B.  Ira  D.  and  Barbara  K.  Smith  of  68  Charter  Road,  an  easement  along  their 
frontage  on  Charter  Road; 

C.  Geoffrey  D.  and  Joan  S.  Sackman  of  64  Charter  Road,  an  easement  5  feet 
wide  along  their  frontage  on  Charter  Road; 

or  lake  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  41*  MAIN  STREET  EASEMENT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  gift  from  Sun  Company,  Inc. 
(formerly  Sun  Refining  &  Marketing  Co.)  an  easement  on  their  property  at  421 


Massachusetts  Avenue  10  feet  wide  running  parallel  and  adjacent  to  the  sideline 
of  Main  Street  for  all  purpo.ses  that  streets  and  ways  are  commonly  used  in  the 
Town  of  Acton,  being  further  described  in  Quitclaim  Deed  to  the  Town  of  Acton 
dated  October  5.  1993.  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  42        WEST  ACTON  VILLAGE  (WAV), 

GENERAL  BUSINESS  (GB)  AND  LIMITED 
BUSINESS  (LB)  DISTRICTS  IN  WEST  ACTON 
(Vi  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  and  the 
Acton  Zoning  Map  as  follows: 


A.l   Zoning  Map.  Rc/one  to  West  Acton  Village  District  (WAV)  the  following 
parcels  of  land  identified  by  their  1 993  Town  of  Acton  Atlas  Map  and  Parcel 

numbers: 


(Present  zoning  designations,  shown  in  parenthesis,  and  .street  addresses  are  pro- 

vided for  reference  purposes  only.) 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  69 

(R-2,  WAV) 

267  Arlington  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  86 

(none) 

Corner  of  Central  St.  Mass.  Ave. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  94 

(R-2,  WAV) 

3  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  100 

(R-2) 

596  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  101 

(R-2) 

592  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  116 

(R-2) 

274  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  119 

(R-2) 

270  Central  St. 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  37 

(LB) 

236  Central  St. 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  41, 

which  is  the  portion  east  of  the  drainage  easement 

of  Parcel  shown  as  F-2B/32  and  F-2B/41 

(LB) 

5  Willow  St. 

A. 2  Zoning  Map.  Rezone  to  Residence  2  (R-2)  the  following  parcels  of  land 
identified  by  their  1993  Town  of  Acton  Atlas  Map  and  Parcel  numbers: 

(Present  zoning  designations,  shown  in  parenthesis,  and  street  addresses  are  pro- 
vided for  reference  purposes  only.) 

Map  E-2        Parcel  239    only  that  portion  which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Central 


St.; 


(GB) 

331-347  Central  St. 

Map  E-2 

Parcel  252 

(GB) 

355  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  2 

(WAV) 

311  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  2- 1 

(GB) 

317  Central  St.  5 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  17 

(WAV) 

68  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  19 

(WAV) 

50  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  23 

(WAV) 

44  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  24 

(WAV) 

42  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  27 

(WAV) 

309  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  28 

(WAV) 

40  Spruce  St.) 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  32 

(WAV) 

307  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  37 

(WAV) 

305  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  38 

(WAV) 

305  Central  St.  (beside) 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  39 

(WAV) 

34  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  42 

(WAV) 

303  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  43 

(WAV) 

303  Central  St.  (rear) 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  50 

(WAV) 

301  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel  52 

(WAV) 

30  Spruce  St. 

MapF-2A 

Parcel  58 

(WAV) 

299  Central  St. 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  32 

which  is 

the  portion  west  of  the  drainage  easement 

of  Parcel  shown  as  F-2B/32  and  F-2B/41 

(LB) 

5  Willow  St. 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  49 

(LB) 

13  Willow  St. 
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B.l  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES.  Delete  the  WAV 
column  under  the  heading  for  Village  Distncts  and  replace  with  the  follow- 
ing new  WAV  column: 

(For  reference  purposes,  where  changes  are  proposed  in  the  WAV  district,  the 
present  designation  is  shown  in  brackets.) 


PRINCIPAL  USES 


VILLAGE  DISTRICTS 

WAV 


3.2 

GENERAL  USF^ 

i.Z.  1 

Agriculture 

Y 

3.2.2 

Conservation 

Y 

.3.2.3 

Earth  Removal 

N 

[SPA] 

3.2.4 

Recreation 

SPS 

3.3 

RESIDENTIAL  USES 

3.3.1 

Single  Family  Dwelling 

Y 

3.3.2 

Single  Family  Dwelling  with 

one  Apartment 

Y 

[Y(3)l 

T  T  ^ 

Dwelling  Conversions 

Y 

3.3.4 

Multifamily  Dwelling 

Y 

[N(2)] 

3.4 

GOVERNMENTAL,  INSTITUTIONAL  AND 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  USES 

3.4.1 

Municipal 

Y 

3.4.2 

Educational 

Y 

3.4.3 

Religious 

Y 

3.4.4 

Nursing  Home 

SPS 

3.4.5 

Public  or  Private  Utility  Facilities 

Y 

3.4.6 

Child  Care  Facility 

Y 

3.5 

BUSINESS  USES 

3  5.1 

Retail  Store 

Y 

3.5.2 

Business  or  Professional  Office 

Y 

3.5.3 

Financial 

Y 

3.5.4 

Restaurant 

SPS 

3.5.5 

Hotel.  Inn  or  Motel 

SPS 

3.5.6 

Combined  Business  and  Dwelling 

Y 

[SPS] 

3.5.7 

Lodge  or  Club 

SPS 

3.5.8 

Funeral  Home 

Y 

3.5.9 

Veterinary  Care 

SPS 

[N] 

3.5.10 

Commercial  Kennel 

N 

J.J. 1  I 

Personal  Services 

Y 

3.5.12 

General  Services 

Y 

3.5.13 

Studio 

Y 

3.5.14 

Building  Trade  Shop 

Y 

3.5.15 

Commercial  Recreation 

SPS 

[N] 

3.5.16 

Commercial  and  Trade  School 

SPS 

3.5.17 

Amusement  Facility 

SPS 

fN] 

3.5.18 

Motor  Vehicle  Service  Station  or  Car  WashN 

[SPS] 

3.5. 19 

Motor  Vehicle  Repair  or  Body  Shop 

SPS 

[Y] 

3.5.20 

Light  Vehicular  and  Equipment  Sales 

N 

3.5.21 

Parking  Facility 

Y 

3.6 

INDUSTRUL  USES 

3.6.1 

Warehouse 

N 

3.6.2 

Mini-Warehouse 

N 

[SPS] 

3.6.3 

Construction  Yard 

N 

3.6.4 

Lumber  Yard 

N 

3.6.5 

Heating  Fuel  Sales  and  Service 

N 

3.6.6 

Light  Manufacturing 

SPS 

[N] 

3.7 

PROHIBITED  USES 

3.7.1 

Heavy  Manufacturing 

N 

3.7.2 

Storage 

N 

3.7.3 

Amusement 

N 

3.7.4 

General 

N 

3.7.5 

Heavy  Vehicular  Sales  or  Repair  Garages 

N 

After  "(NAV)"  insert  the  following: 
",  West  Acton  Village  (WAV)" 

C.l  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  5.  Delete  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  5.5.2  and 
replace  with: 

"Maximum  Floor  Area  of  Businesses  and  Industries:  The  maximum  NET 
FLOOR  AREA  of  an  individual  business  or  industrial  establishment  shall 
not  exceed  the  following  (all  limits  expressed  in  square  feet):" 

C.2    Zoning  Bylaw  Section  5.  Amend  the  WAV  column  in  Section  5.5.2  to  read 
as  follows: 


3.5.1 

Retail  Store 

5,000 

3.5.2 

Business  or  Professional  Office 

5,000 

3.5.3 

Financial 

5,000 

3.5.4 

Restaurant 

5,000 

3.5.7 

Lodge  or  Club 

5,000 

3.5.9 

Veterinary  Care 

3,000 

3.5.11 

Personal  Services 

3,000 

3.5.12 

General  Services 

5,000 

3.5.13 

Studio 

3,000 

3.5.14 

Building  Trade  Shop 

5,000 

3.5.15 

Commercial  Recreation 

5,000 

3.5.17 

Amusement  Facility 

5,000 

3.6.6 

Light  Manufacturing 

5,000 

C.3  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  5.  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations.  Amend 
the  WAV  entry  in  the  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations  to  read  as 


follows: 

Minimum 

Mmimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Mmiinum 

LOT 

Minimum 

Front 

Side  4 

OPEN 

FLOOR 

Maximum 

Zoning          LOT  Area 

FRONTAGE 

LOT  Widih 

\a,a 

Rear  Yard 

SPACE 

AREA 

Height 

DiMncts        in  li. 

in  feet 

in  feci 

in  feet 

infect 

in  % 

RATIO 

in  feet 

wav  nr 

nr 

nr 

nr(l) 

nr 

.40(  1  1  ) 

36(12) 

C.4  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  5.  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations. 

Add  the  following  new  footnotes  as  stated  below: 

(10)  The  maximum  front  yard  shall  be  ten  (10)  feet,  or  the  lesser  of  the  front 
yards  of  the  two  BUILDINGS  or  STRUCTURES  on  either  side,  whichever 
is  the  least.  Exceptions:  a)  The  maximum  front  yard  requirement  shall  not 
apply  to  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  in  the  rear  of  an  existing  BUILDING 
or  to  an  addition  to  the  rear  of  an  existing  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE,  if 
all  are  located  on  one  LOT  with  FRONTAGE  on  only  one  STREET,  b)  The 
maximum  front  yard  requirement  shall  not  apply  to  BUILDING  or  STRUC- 
TURE on  LOT  without  FRONTAGE  and  located  entirely  in  the  rear  of  ex- 
isting BUILDINGS  or  STRUCTURES  so  that  it  does  not  face  a  STREET. 

(11)  The  FLOOR  AREA  RATIO  may  be  increased  to  .70  provided  that  for  every 
1 000  square  feet  of  non-residential  NET  FLOOR  AREA  built  above  a  FLOOR 
AREA  RATIO  of  .40  an  at-least-equal  amount  of  residential  NET  FLOOR 
AREA  is  provided  simultaneously. 

(12)  In  the  West  Acton  Village  District,  the  minimum  height  of  a  BUILDING 
shall  be  twenty  (20)  feet.  Accessory  BUILDINGS,  such  as  garages  or  sheds, 
may  be  less  than  20  feet  in  height. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


article. 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


B.l  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Amend  Section  3.5.5  as  stated  below. 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  adjourn  at  10:20  p.m.  and  to  meet  on  Monday, 
April  11,1 994  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Audi- 
torium. 
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MOTION  LOST 

ARTICLE  43  VILLAGE  RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT  IN  WEST  ACTON! 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  and  the 
Acton  Zoning  Map  as  follows: 

A.  Zoning  Map.  Rezone  to  Village  Residential  (VR)  the  following  parcels 
of  land  identified  by  their  1993  Town  of  Acton  Atlas  Map  and  Parcel  numbers. 

(Street  addresses  are  provided  for  reference  purposes  only.) 

(For  reference,  the  following  parcels  are  presently  zoned  GB;  Article  42  of  this 
warrant,  if  adopted,  has  re/.oncd  the  parcels  to  Residence  2  (R-2).) 

Map  E-2      Parcel  239.only  that  portion  which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Central  St. 

3.^  I  -347  Central  St. 
Map  E-2      Parcel  252  3.5.5  Central  St. 

MapF-2A    Parcel  2-1  317  Central  St. 

(For  reference,  the  following  parcels  are  presently  zoned  WAV;  Article  42  of  this 
warrant,  if  adopted,  has  rezoned  the  parcels  to  Residence  2  (R-2).) 


Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

2 

3 1 1  Central  St 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

17 

68  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

19 

50  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

23 

44  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

24 

42  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

27 

309  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

28 

40  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

32 

307  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

37 

305  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

38 

305  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

39 

34  Spruce  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

42 

.303  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

43 

.303  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

50 

301  Central  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

52 

30  Spnice  St. 

Map  F-2A 

Parcel 

58 

299  Central  St. 

(For  reference,  the  following  parcel  is  presently  zoned  LB;  Article  42  of  this  war- 
rant, if  adopted,  has  rezoned  the  parcel  to  Residence  2  (R-2).) 

Map  F-2B    Parcel  49  1 3  Willow  St. 

(For  reference,  the  following  parcels  are  presently  zoned  Residence  2  (R-2).) 


Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

16 

308  Central  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

16-1 

3 10  Central  St. 

Map  F 

:a 

Parcel 

16-2 

306  Central  St. 

Map  F- 

2  A 

Parcel 

18 

51  Spruce  St. 

Map  F- 

2A 

Parcel 

20 

215  Arlington  St. 

MapF- 

2A 

Parcel 

25 

37  Spruce  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

29-10 

226  Arlington  St. 

MapF 

2A 

Parcel 

33 

33  Spruce  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

34 

221  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

35 

217  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

36 

302  Central  St. 

MapF 

2A 

Parcel 

44 

2.39  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

:a 

Parcel 

45 

235  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

2  A 

Parcel 

46 

227  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

2  A 

Parcel 

49 

298  Central  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

53 

220  Arlington  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

56 

294  Central  St. 

MapF 

2A 

Parcel 

57 

296  Central  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

64 

292  Central  St. 

Map  F 

2A 

Parcel 

77 

603  Massachusetts  Ave 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

84 

285  Arlington  St. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

85 

612  Massachu.setts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

96 

608  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

99 

276  Arlington  St. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

103 

53 1  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

104 

525  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

108 

278  Arlington  St. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

114 

537  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

115 

284  Arlington  St. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

127 

264  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

132 

550  Massachu.setts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

133 

544  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

1.34 

17  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

1.35 

18-20  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

136 

5  Kinsley  Rd 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

1.37 

542  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

139 

536  Massachu.setts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2A 

Parcel 

140 

530  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

1 

258  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

2 

257  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

3 

25  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

4 

24  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

5 

520  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

6 

5 1 6  Massachu.setts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

7 

9  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

8 

7  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

9 

5  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

10 

250  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

II 

253  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

12 

29  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

13 

30  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

14 

9  Kinsley  Rd.; 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

15 

540  Mas.sachusetts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

16 

1 1  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

17 

12  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

18 

8  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

19 

248  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

20 

249  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

21 

33  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

22 

35  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

24 

1 5  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

25 

14  Church  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

26 

244  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

27 

43  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

28 

38  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

29 

42  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

30 

15  Kinsley  Rd. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

31-1 

6  Kinsley  Rd. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

31-2 

8  Kinsley  Rd. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

31-10 

514  Massachu.setts  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

33 

242  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

34 

241  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

35 

49  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

36 

46  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

38 

237  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

39 

53  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

40 

48  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

43 

233  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

44 

57  Wind.sor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

45 

56  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

50 

224  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

51 

22 1  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

52 

59  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

53 

62  Windsor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

59 

220  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

60 

217  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

61 

63  Wind.sor  Ave. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

64 

28  Willow  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

65 

214  Central  St. 

Map 

F-2B 

Parcel 

67 

211  Central  St. 

62 


Map  F-2B 

Parcel  69 

69  Windsor  Ave. 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  75 

30  Willow  St. 

3.7 

PROHIBITED  USES 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  76 

206  Central  St. 

3.7.1 

Heavy  Manufacturing 

N 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  78 

207  Central  St. 

3.7.2 

Storage 

N 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  79 

75  Windsor  Ave. 

3.7.3 

Amu.sement 

N 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  87 

68  Windsor  Ave. 

3.7.4 

General 

N 

Map  F-2B 

Parcel  87-1 

66  Windsor  Ave. 

3.7.5 

Heavy  Vehicular  Sales  or  Repair  Garages 

N 

B.      Zoning  Bylaw  Section  2.  In  Section  2. 1 ,  insert  the  following  new  zoning 
district  classification  under  the  heading  "Residential  Districts": 


Village  Residential 


VR 


C.l  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES.  Add  the  following 
new  Village  Residential  (VR)  column  under  the  heading  for  Residential  Dis- 
tricts 


PRINCIPAL  USES 


3.2 

3.2.1 
3.2.2 
3.2.3 
3.2.4 

3.3 

3.3.1 
3.3.2 
3.3.3 
3.3.4 

3.4 

3.4.1 
3.4.2 
3.4.3 
3.4.4 
3.4.5 
3.4.6 

3.5 

3.5.1 

3.5.2 

3.5.3 

3.5.4 

3.5.5 

3.5.6 

3.5.7 

3.5.8 

3.5.9 

3.5.10 

3.5.11 

3.5.12 

3.5.13 

3.5.14 

3.5.15 

3.5.16 

3.5.17 

3.5.18 

3.5.19 

3.5.20 

3.5.2! 

3.6 

3.6.1 
3.6.2 
3.6.3 
3.6.4 
3.6.5 
3.6.6 


GENERAL  USES 

Agriculture 
Conservation 
Earth  Removal 
Recreation 


RESIDENTLVL  DISTRICTS 
VR 

Y 
Y 
N 

SPS 


RESIDENTIAL  USES 

Single  Family  Dwelling  Y 

Single  Family  Dwelling  with  one  Apartment  Y 

Dwelling  Conversions  SPA 

Multifamily  Dwelling  SPA  (7) 

GOVERNMENTAL,  INSTITUTIONAL  AND 
PUBLIC  SERVICE  USES 

Municipal  Y 

Educational  Y 

Religious  Y 

Nursing  Home  SPS 

Public  or  Pnvatc  Utility  Facilities  N 

Child  Care  Facility  Y 

BUSINESS  USES 

Retail  Store  Y  (8) 

Business  or  Professional  Office  Y  (8) 

Financial  Y  (8) 

Restaurant  SPS  (8) 

Hotel,  Inn  or  Motel  SPS 

Combined  Business  and  Dwelling  Y  (8) 

Lodge  or  Club  N 

Funeral  Home  N 

Veterinary  Care  SPS  (8) 

Commercial  Kennel  N 

Personal  Services  Y  (8) 

General  Services  Y  (8) 

Studio  Y  (8) 

Building  Trade  Shop  N 

Commercial  Recreation  N 

Commercial  and  Trade  School  N 

Amusement  Facility  N 

Motor  Vehicle  Service  Station  or  Car  Wash  N 

Motor  Vehicle  Repair  or  Body  Shop  N 

Light  Vehicular  and  Equipment  Sales  N 

Parking  Facility  N 

INDUSTRIAL  USES 

Warehouse  N 

Mini-Warehouse  N 

Construction  Yard  N 

Lumber  Yard  N 

Heating  Fuel  Sales  and  Service  N 

Light  Manufacturing  N 


C.2  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES.  Add  the  following 

new  footnotes: 

(7)  Not  more  than  four  (4)  DWELLING  UNITS  shall  be  permitted  per  mul- 
tifamily dwelling.  At  least  one  of  the  DWELLING  UNITS  shall  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  owner  of  the  property.  For  purposes  of  this  footnote,  the 
owner  shall  be  defined  as  one  or  more  individuals,  residing  in  a  DWELL- 
ING UNIT  who  hold  legal  or  beneficial  title  and  for  whom  the  DWELL- 
ING UNIT  is  the  primary  residence  for  voting  and  tax  purposes. 

(8)  Provided  that  the  owner  of  the  property  resides  on  the  property,  the  busi- 
ness USE  is  limited  to  500  square  feet  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA,  and  all 
parking  spaces  are  provided  to  the  rear  or  side  of  the  BUILDING.  For 
purpo.ses  of  this  footnote,  the  owner  shall  defined  as  one  or  more  indi- 
viduals residing  in  a  DWELLING  UNIT  who  hold  legal  or  beneficial 
title  and  for  whom  the  DWELLING  UNIT  is  the  primary  residence  for 
voting  and  tax  purpo.ses.  The  business  USE  hereunder  shall  not  be  deemed 
a  home  occupation.  Home  occupations  are  authorized  separately  under 
Section  3.8. 1 .2.  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  not  be  required.  Hours  of 
business  operation  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to  9  PM  Monday  through 
Saturday,  except  hours  of  retail  sale  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to  7  PM 
Monday  through  Saturday.  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  for  the  business  USE 
shall  not  be  illuminated  except  during  hours  of  business  operation. 

C.3    Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Amend  Section  3.5.5  as  stated  below: 

After  "(EAV)"  insert  the  following: 
"and  Village  Residential  (VR)" 

C.  4  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  3.  Amend  Section  3.8.1.2  by  adding  the  following 

words  after  the  first  sentence: 

"In  the  Village  Residential  Distnct.  the  portion  of  the  DWELLING  UNIT  or 
accessory  BUILDING  used  for  a  home  occupation  shall  be  limited  to  500 
square  feet  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA  " 

D.  Zoning  Bylaw  Section  5.  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations. 

Add  the  following  entry  to  the  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations: 


Mmimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mmiintim 

LOT 

Minimum 

Front 

Side  & 

OPEN 

FLOOR 

Maximum 

Zoning 

LOT  Area 

FRONTAGE 

LOT  Width 

Yard 

Rear  Yard 

SPACE 

AREA 

Height 

Di.slncis 

in  sq.  tt 

in  feet 

in  feet 

in  feel 

in  feel 

in  % 

RATIO 

in  feet 

VR 

15.000 

50 

NR 

10 

10 

20% 

NR 

36 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Ms.  Lyons  moves  to  amend  Section  C.2  (8)  lo  read  "...  Monday  through 
Saturday  and  Sunday  according  to  the  Massachusetts  Blue  Laws"  so  that  the  para- 
graph now  reads; 

(8)  Provided  that  the  owner  of  the  property  resides  on  the  property,  the  busi- 
ness USE  is  limited  to  500  .square  feet  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA,  and  all 
parking  spaces  are  provided  to  the  rear  or  side  of  the  BUILDING.  For 
purpo.ses  of  this  footnote,  the  owner  shall  be  defined  as  one  or  more 
individuals  residing  in  a  DWELLING  UNIT  who  hold  legal  or  benefi- 
cial title  and  for  whom  the  DWELLING  UNIT  is  the  pnmary  residence 
for  voting  and  tax  purposes.  The  business  USE  hereunder  shall  not  be 
deemed  home  occupation.  Home  occupations  are  authorized  separately 
under  Section  3.8.1.2.  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  not  be  required. 
Hours  of  business  operation  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to  9  PM  Monday 
through  Saturday,  except  hours  of  retail  sale  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to 
7  PM  Monday  through  Saturday  and  Sunday  according  to  the  Massa- 
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chusetis  Blue  Laws.  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  for  the  business  USE  shall 
not  be  illuminated  except  during  hours  of  business  operation. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

MOTION: 

A  motion  is  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  and  article  just  carried. 

MOTION  TO  RECONSIDER  CARRIES 
MOTION: 

Ms.  Lyons  moves  to  amend  Section  C.2  (8)  to  read  "...  Monday  through 
Saturday  and  Sunday  according  to  the  Ma.ssachusetts  Blue  Laws"  so  that  the  para- 
graph now  reads; 

(8)  Provided  that  the  owner  of  the  property  resides  on  the  properly,  the  busi- 
ness USE  IS  limited  lo  square  feel  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA,  and  all 
parking  spaces  are  provided  lo  the  rear  or  side  of  the  BUILDING.  For 
purpo.ses  of  this  footnote,  the  owner  shall  be  defined  as  one  or  more 
individuals  residing  in  a  DWELLI.NG  UNIT  who  hold  legal  or  benefi- 
cial title  and  for  whom  the  DWELLING  UNIT  is  the  primary  residence 
for  voting  and  tax  purposes.  The  business  USE  hereunder  shall  not  be 
deemed  a  home  occupation.  Home  occupations  arc  authorized  separately 
under  Section  3.8.1.2.  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  not  be  required. 
Hours  of  business  operation  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to  9  PM  Monday 
through  Saturday,  except  hours  of  retail  sale  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to 
7  PM  Monday  through  Saturday  and  Sunday  according  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Blue  Laws.  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  for  the  business  USE  .shall 
not  be  illuminated  except  during  hours  of  business  operation. 

MOTION  LOST. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  DiQuattro  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in 
(he  warrant  so  that  Section  C.2  (8)  now  reads; 

( 8 )  Provided  that  the  owner  of  the  property  resides  on  the  property,  the  busi- 
ness USE  is  limited  to  5(X)  square  feet  of  NET  FLOOR  AREA,  and  all 
parking  spaces  are  provided  to  the  rear  or  side  of  the  BUILDING.  For 
purposes  of  this  footnote,  the  owner  shall  be  defined  as  one  or  more 
individuals  residing  in  a  DWELLING  UNIT  who  hold  legal  or  benefi- 
cial title  and  for  whom  the  DWELLING  UNIT  is  the  primary  residence 
for  voting  and  tax  purposes.  The  business  USE  hereunder  shall  not  be 
deemed  a  home  occupation.  Home  occupations  are  authorized  .separately 
under  Section  .3.8.1.2.  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  not  be  required. 
Hours  of  business  operation  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to  9  PM  Monday 
through  Saturday,  except  hours  of  retail  sale  shall  be  limited  to  7  AM  to 
7  PM  Monday  through  Saturday.  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  for  the  busi- 
ness USE  shall  not  be  illuminated  except  during  hours  of  business  op- 
eration. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

Total  Vote:  104  Yes:     100  No:  4 

ARTICLE  44      PARKING  IN  VILLAGE  DISTRICTS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  folIow.s: 

A.l  Section  6.  Amend  Section  6.2  General  Provisions,  by  deleting  the  present 
text  and  substituting  the  following  text  in  its  place: 

All  required  parking  shall  be  located  on  the  same  LOT  as  the  USE  it  serves, 
except  within  a  MAJOR  AFFORDABLE  Housing  Development  (Section 
4  4).  PCRC  (Section  9)  and  PUD  (Section  9A)  where  required  parking  may 
be  provided  in  a  flexible  configuration  within  the  TRACT  OF  LAND  com- 
prising the  development,  and  except  as  provided  in  Section  6.9.  Parking  fa- 
cilities shall  also  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Archi- 
tectural Access  Board. 


A.2  Section  6.  Delete  Section  6.4  Exception  in  Village  Districts,  and  re-number 
the  remaining  Sections  6.5.  6.6,  6.7,  6.8,  and  6.9  to  become  Sections  6.4, 
6.5.  6.6,  6.7.  and  6.8  respectively. 

A3  Section  6.  In  Section  6.5  Loading  Areas  (re-numbered  as  Section  6.4),  add 
the  following  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  sentence: 

"Except  in  the  WAV  District" 

A.4  Section  6.  Amend  Section  6.8  (re-numbered  as  Section  6.7)  by  adding  the 
following  words  after  "except"; 

"Parking  lots  in  the  WAV  District,  and" 

A.5  Section  6.  Amend  Section  6.8.2  (re-numbered  as  Section  6.7.2)  by  deleting 
the  last  .sentence. 

A.  6  Section  6.  Amend  Section  6.9  Structured  Parking  (re-numbered  as  Section 

6.8)  by  adding  the  following  phrase  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  sentence: 

"Except  in  the  WAV  District" 

and  by  adding  the  following  phra.se  at  the  beginning  of  the  .second  sentence: 
"In  all  zoning  districts" 

B.  Section  6.  Add  new  section  6.9  Special  Provisions  for  Parking  in  the  Village 
Districts,  as  follows: 

6.9        Special  Provisions  for  Parking  in  the  Village  Districts 

6.9. 1  SAV.  NAV  and  EAV  Districts. 

6.9. 1.1  In  the  SAV,  NAV  and  EAV  Districts,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  may 
authorize  by  special  permit  an  off-STREET  parking  lot  or  STRUC- 
TURE not  located  upon  the  .same  LOT  with  the  associated  USE. 
provided  said  parking  lot  or  STRUCTURE  lies  within  the  same 
Village  District  as  the  BUILDING  it  is  intended  to  serve. 

6.9. 1.2  In  the  SAV,  NAV  and  EAV  Districts,  no  off-STREET  parking  spaces 
shall  be  established  between  the  front  line  of  the  principal  BUILD- 
ING and  the  sideline  of  a  STREET. 

6.9.2  In  the  WAV  District,  except  as  otherwise  provided  herein,  no 
BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  shall  be  located  on  any  LOT  and  no 
activity  .shall  be  conducted  upon  any  LOT  unless  off-STTiEET  park- 
ing is  provided  in  accordance  with  the  following  requirements: 

6.9.2. 1  Required  off-STREET  parking  for  a  USE  in  the  WAV  District  may 
be  provided  on  any  LOT  within  the  WAV  District,  and  not  neces- 
sarily on  the  same  LOT  as  the  USE. 

6.9.2.2  In  the  WAV  District,  no  off-STREET  parking  .spaces  shall  be  es- 
tablished between  the  front  line  of  the  principal  BUILDING  and 
the  sideline  of  a  STREET,  except  on  LOTS  having  FRONTAGE 
on  more  than  one  STREET.  On  LOTS  having  FRONTAGE  on  more 
than  one  STREET  the  main  BUILDING  entrance  shall  face  a 
STREET  and  parking  spaces  shall  be  located  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  main  BUILDING  entrance. 

6.9.2.3  Connection  of  Parking:  In  the  WAV  District,  a  Special  Permit  Grant- 
ing Authority  shall  require  that  all  parking  facilities  be  connected 
by  a  common  driveway  to  the  parking  facilities  of  all  adjacent  USES 
and  to  all  adjacent  land  in  the  WAV  Distncl.  unless  it  finds  that 
physical  constraints,  present  site  configuration,  uncooperative  abut- 
ters, or  land  vacancy  precludes  strict  compliance.  In  such  ca.ses. 
the  site  and  the  parking  facility  shall  be  designed  to  provide  for  the 
future  construction  of  common  driveways.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
section,  common  driveway  shall  be  defined  as  a  driveway  that  is 
shared  by  two  or  more  LOTS  and  located  at  least  partially  within 
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the  required  setback  areas  of  such  LOTS.  Such  a  common  drive- 
way can  be  cither  a  shared  ACCESS  driveway  to  a  STREET  or  a 
driveway  to  a  STREET  or  a  driveway  connecting  such  LOTS  with 
each  other. 

6.9.2.4  Number  of  Parking  Spaces:  In  the  WAV  District,  the  minimum  num- 
ber of  required  parking  spaces  shall  be  70%  of  the  requirements  in 
Section  6.3.1.  In  the  ca.se  of  collective  use  of  parking  facility  m 
accordance  with  Section  6.9.2.5,  the  minimum  number  of  required 
parking  .spaces  shall  be  50%  of  the  requirements  in  Section  6.3. 1 . 

6.9.2.5  Collective  Use  of  Parking  Facilities:  In  the  WAV  District,  off- 
STREET  parking  facilities  may  serve,  collectively  or  jointly,  dif- 
ferent USES  located  throughout  the  WAV  District  where  such  col- 
lective use  of  the  parking  facility  is  based  on  a  written  agreement 
that:  I )  assures  the  continued  collective  use;  2)  states  the  number 
of  parking  spaces  allocated  to  each  participating  USE;  and  3)  as- 
sures ACCESS  to  and  maintenance  of  the  common  parking  facil- 
ity. The  parking  spaces  provided  through  the  collective  use  of  park- 
ing facilities  shall  be  counted  towards  the  minimum  required  num- 
ber of  spaces  for  the  participating  USES  applying  the  discount  as 
set  forth  in  Section  6.9.2.4. 

6.9.2.6  Design  Requirements:  Off-STREET  parking  spaces  in  the  WAV 
District,  except  parking  spaces  serving  single  or  two  FAMILY  resi- 
dential USE.  shall  be  either  contained  within  a  BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE  or  subject  to  the  following  requirements: 

a)  Required  parking  spaces.  ACCESS  driveways,  and  interior 
driveways  .shall  be  provided  and  maintained  with  suitable  grad- 
ing, paved  surfaces,  adequate  drainage,  and  landscaping  as  re- 
quired in  Section  6.9.2.7. 

b)  ACCESS  Driveways:  Not  more  than  one  ACCESS  driveway 
for  two-way  traffic  from  a  STREET  to  a  parking  facility  shall 
be  permitted.  An  additional  ACCESS  driveway  from  a  STREET 
may  be  permitted  provided  that  the  ACCESS  driveways  are 
limited  to  one-way  traffic.  However,  there  shall  not  be  more 
than  two  (2)  ACCESS  driveways  for  one-way  traffic  for  any 
parking  facility.  ACCESS,  interior  and  common  driveways  for 
two-way  traffic  shall  be  twenty  feet  (20')  wide.  The  ACCESS, 
interior  and  common  driveways  for  one-way  traffic  shall  be 
fourteen  (14)  feet  wide. 

c)  Set-Backs:  Except  where  parking  lots  established  in  accordance 
with  Section  6.9.2.5  cross  over  common  LOT  lines,  all  parking 
spaces  and  paved  surfaces  other  than  ACCESS  driveways  or 
common  driveways  shall  be  set  back  a  minimum  of  five  (5) 
feet  from  any  LOT  lines. 

6.9.2.7  Land.scaping  of  Parking  Lots  in  the  WAV  District:  Parking  lots 
shall  include  landscape  area  equal  to  a  minimum  of  five  percent 
(5%)  of  the  area  of  the  parking  lot. 

a)  Shade  trees:  One  shade  tree  shall  be  provided  for  each  two  thou- 
sand (2000)  square  feet  or  less  of  pavement  area  Each  shade 
tree  shall  be  from  deciduous  species  rated  for  U  S  D.  A  Hardi- 
ness Zone  5  that  is  expected  to  reach  at  least  20  feet  in  height  at 
maturity;  be  seven  (7)  feet  in  height  with  trunk  caliper  size  of 
at  least  'A  inches  at  the  time  of  planting;  and  be  surrounded  by 
landscaped  area  of  one  hundred  square  feet  (100  sq.  ft.)  to  ac- 
commodate the  root  system  of  the  tree.  Additional  landscaping 
may  be  required  by  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  to  better 
screen  the  parking  lot  from  the  STREET  and  adjacent  USES. 

b)  Perimeter  Planting  Strip:  Parking  lots  adjacent  to  STREETS, 
sidewalks,  paths  or  ACCESS  driveways  shall  include  a  perim- 
eter planting  strip  at  least  seven  and  one-half  (7.5)  feet  wide. 
However,  if  the  planting  strip  is  protected  from  vehicular  dam- 
age through  the  use  of  planting  beds  that  are  raised  above  the 


surface  of  the  parking  lot  at  least  twelve  (12)  inches  or  through 
the  use  of  bollards  or  balustrades,  the  width  of  the  planting 
.strip  may  be  reduced  to  five  (5)  feet.  Said  planting  strip  shall 
feature  physical  separation  of  the  parking  lot  and  adjacent  ways 
of  at  least  two  and  one-half  (2.5)  feet  in  height.  This  physical 
separation  may  be  created  through  the  u.se  of  plantings,  walls, 
or  fencing  (other  than  chain  link  or  smooth  concrete)  or  a  com- 
bination of  plantings  and  fencing.  No  more  than  twenty  per- 
cent (20%)  of  this  perimeter  planting  strip  shall  be  impervious. 

c)  Plantings:  Plantings  for  landscaped  areas  .shall  include  a  mix- 
ture of  flowering  and  decorative  deciduous  and  evergreen  trees 
and  shrubs  and  shall  be  planted  with  suitable  ground  cover. 

d)  Sight  Distance:  All  landscaping  along  any  STREET  FRONT- 
AGE shall  be  placed  and  maintained  so  that  it  will  not  obstruct 
sight  distance. 

e)  Protection  of  Landscaped  Areas:  Landscaped  areas  shall  be 
planted  and  protected  in  such  manner  that  the  plantings  will 
not  be  damaged  by  vehicles. 

C.     Amend  the  following  sections  to  correct  cross-references  within  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  as  follows:  . 

In  Section  3.9.2,  change  from  6.8  to  6.7; 
In  Section  6.1.1,  change  from  6.8.2  to  6.7.2; 
In  Section  6.8.5,  change  from  6.8.7  to  6.7.7; 
In  Section  9A.7.5,  change  from  6.8  to  6.7,  and 
In  Section  10.4.4. 1  c),  change  from  6.8  to  6.7. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  45       SITE  PLAN  SPECIAL  PERMIT  IN 
VILLAGE  DISTRICTS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  10  of  the  Acton  Zoning 
Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.     Delete  Section  10.4.1  and  replace  with  new  sections  10.4.1,  10.4.1.1,  and 
10.4.1.2  as  follows: 

10.4. 1     Applicability-Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  be  required  as  follows: 

10.4. 1.1  In  the  WAV  District,  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  be  required  in 
all  instances  I )  for  the  initial  development  of  land  specified  in  Sec- 
tion 3,  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES  as  requiring  a  Site  Plan  Special 
Permit  and  for  all  ACCESSORY  USES  thereto,  or  2)  where  the 
NET  FLOOR  AREA  of  an  existing  BUILDING  is  increased  500 
square  feet  or  more  for  USES  designated  as  requiring  Site  Plan 
Special  Permit  on  the  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES,  or  3)  where 
USE  designated  as  requiring  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  on  the  Table 
of  PRINCIPAL  USES  is  expanded  in  ground  area  by  500  square 
feet  or  more  of  either  impervious  material,  open  storage  or  any 
area  of  the  site  devoted  to  the  conduct  of  the  PRINCIPAL  or  AC- 
CESSORY USE. 

10.4.1.2  In  all  other  zoning  di.stricts,  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  shall  be 
required  in  all  instances  1 )  for  the  initial  development  of  land  speci- 
fied in  Section  3,  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES  as  requiring  a  Site 
Plan  Special  Permit  and  for  all  ACCESSORY  USES  thereto,  or  2) 
where  the  NET  FLOOR  AREA  of  an  existing  BUILDING  is  in- 
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creased  1 200  square  feet  or  more  for  USES  designated  as  requir- 
ing a  Site  Plan  Special  Pennit  on  the  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES, 
or  3)  where  a  USE  designated  as  requiring  a  Site  Plan  Special  Per- 
mit on  the  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES  is  expanded  in  ground  area 
by  1200  square  feet  or  more  of  either  impervious  material,  open 
storage  or  any  area  of  the  site  devoted  to  the  conduct  of  the  PRIN- 
CIPAL or  ACCESSORY  USE 

B.     Add  new  Section  10.4.3.9  as  follows: 

10.4.3.9  Special  Provisions  Applicable  to  the  West  Acton  Village  District: 
In  the  WAV  District,  the  design  and  placement  of  BUILDINGS, 
STRUCTURES  and  other  site  improvements  shall  be  carefully 
considered  to  ensure  the  retention  and  enhancement  of  the  village 
character  and  environmeni.  Propo.scd  BUILDINGS  and  STRUC- 
TURES shall  be  related  harmoniously  to  the  terrain  and  to  the  scale 
and  architecture  of  existing  BUILDINGS  in  the  village  that  have 
functional  or  visual  relationship  to  the  proposed  BUILDINGS  and 
STRUCTURES.  Proposed  BUILDINGS  and  STRUCTURES  shall 
be  compatible  with  their  surroundmgs  with  respect  to:  height;  fa- 
cade facing  the  STREET;  rhythm  of  solid  surfaces  and  openings; 
spacing  of  BUILDINGS  and  STRUCTURES;  roof  slopes,  and  .scale. 
To  minimi/.e  the  impact  of  mechanical  equipment  on  the  West  Acton 
Village  environment  and  character,  window  air  conditioning  units, 
condenser  elements,  and  heating  units  shall  not  be  located  on  the 
front  facades.  A  certificate  issued  by  the  Acton  Historic  District 
Commission  for  development  activity  proposed  on  a  LOT  that  is 
located  within  the  West  Acton  Local  Historic  District  shall  be 
deemed  to  satisfy  this  section. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  adjourn  at  1 0:40  p.m.  and  to  meet  on  Monday.  April 
1 1.  1994  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Audito- 
rium. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

April  II.  1994  TTie  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  p.m. 

ARTICLE  46*        TRACT  OF  LAND  REQUIRED 
FOR  CERTAIN  DEVELOPMENTS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.    Section  4.  Add  the  following  sub-sections  to  Section  4.2.3. 1 : 

ai  The  Pla:i;:  n!;  Board  may  permit  LOTS  on  directly  opposite  sides  of  a 
STREET  lo  ihty  as  a  single  TRACT  OF  LAND.  To  permit  such  divi- 
sion of  ii  TRAfT  OF  LAND  by  a  STREET,  the  Planning  Board  must 
find  that  this  w  ould  enhance  the  purposes  of  Open  Space  Dcwlopmenl 
and  not  result  in  any  more  DWELLING  UNITS  than  would  lic  possible 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Bylaw  if  the  LOTS  on  either 
side  of  the  STREET  were  developed  separately.  If  the  Board  approves  a 
TRACT  OF  LAND  divided  by  a  STREET,  it  may  permit  the  total  num- 
ber of  permitted  DWELLING  UNITS  to  be  constructed  on  either  side  of 
the  STREET.  AFFORDABLE  DWELLING  UNITS  generated  on  the 
TRACT  OF  LAND  under  the  provisions  of  Section  4.4.3  may  be  sited 
along  with  the  other  DWELLING  UNITS  whether  or  not  the  location  of 


the  AFFORDABLE  DWELLING  UNITS  is  within  the  AFFORDABLE  A" 
Housing  Overlay  District.  The  DWELLING  UNITS  shall  be  constructed 
in  accordance  with  the  applicable  dimensional  requirements  in  Open 
Space  Developments,  and  the  required  Common  Land  may  consist  of 
land  located  on  either  side  of  the  STREET. 

b)  Wherea  TRACT  OF  LAND  is  divided  by  a  zoning  district  boundary 
between  any  of  the  R-2.  R-4.  R-8/4.  R-10  or  R-10/8  districts  and  the 
TRACT  OF  LAND  meets  the  largest  of  the  size  requirements  for  any  of 
the  involved  districts,  the  total  number  of  DWELLING  UNITS  permit- 
ted shall  not  exceed  the  number  permitted  in  each  district  considered 
separately.  AFFORDABLE  DWELLING  UNITS  generated  on  the 
TRACT  OF  LAND  under  the  provisions  of  Section  4.4.3  may  be  sited  * 
along  with  the  other  DWELLING  UNITS  whether  or  not  the  location  of 
the  AFFORDABLE  DWELLING  UNITS  is  within  the  AFFORDABLE 
Housing  Overlay  District.  The  DWELLING  UNITS  may  be  located  in 
either  district  but  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  dimcn-  IRI 
sional  requirements  for  LOTS  and  BUILDINGS  in  Open  Space  Devel- 
opments for  the  district  in  which  the  DWELLING  UNITS  are  located. 
The  required  Common  Land  shall  be  large  enough  to  meet  the  largest  of" 
the  requirements  of  the  involved  zoning  districts. 

B.     Section  9  Add  the  following  sub-sections  to  Section  9.6.2. 1 : 

\. 

a)  The  Planning  Board  may  permit  LOTS  on  directly  opposite  sides  of  a 
STREET  to  qualify  as  a  single  TRACT  OF  LAND.  To  permit  such  divi- 
sion of  aaa  TRACT  OF  LAND  by  a  STREET,  the  Planning  Board  must 
find  that  this  would  enhance  the  purposes  of  PCRC  and  not  result  in  any 
more  DWELLING  UNITS  than  would  be  possible  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Bylaw  if  the  LOTS  on  either  side  of  the  STREET  j 
were  developed  separately.  If  the  Board  approves  a  TRACT  OF  LAND 
divided  by  a  STREET,  it  may  permit  the  total  number  of  permitted 
DWELLING  UNITS  to  be  constructed  on  either  side  of  the  STREET. 
AFFORDABLE  DWELLING  UNITS  generated  on  the  TRACT  OF 
LAND  under  the  provisions  of  Section  4.4.3  may  be  sited  along  with  the 
other  DWELLING  UNITS  whether  or  not  the  location  of  the  AFFORD- 
ABLE DWELLING  UNITS  is  within  the  AFFORDABLE  Housing  Over-  j, 
lay  District.  The  DWELLING  UNITS  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  the  applicable  PCRC  requirements  and  the  required  Common  Land 
may  consist  of  land  located  on  either  side  of  the  STREET. 

b)  Where  a  TRACT  OF  LAND  is  divided  by  a  zoning  district  boundary 
between  any  of  the  R-2.  R-4.  R-8/4.  R-10  or  R-10/8  districts  the  total 
number  of  DWELLING  UNITS  permitted  shall  not  exceed  the  number 
permitted  in  each  district  considered  separately.  AFFORDABLE 
DWELLING  UNITS  generated  on  the  TRACT  OF  LAND  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  4.4.3  may  be  sited  along  with  the  other  DWELL- 
ING UNITS  whether  or  not  the  location  of  the  AFFORDABLE  DWELL- 
ING UNITS  is  within  the  AFFORDABLE  Housing  Overiay  District.  ^ 
The  DWELLING  UNITS  may  be  located  in  either  district  and  shall  be 
constructed  in  accordance  with  PCRC  requirements 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  I 
(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar) 

Mr.  Hill  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES.  p 

Total  Vote:  90  Yes:     15  No:  15 

ARTICLE  47*  MAXIMUM  LIMIT  FOR  RESIDENTIAL  , 
COMPONENT  IN  PLANNED  UNIT 
DEVELOPMENTS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  Section  9A.7.2.5  of  the  Acton  Zon- 
ing Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  the  following  new  Section  9A.7.2.5: 
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k.7.2.5 


tide. 


Mix  of  USES:  Residential  USES  shall  comprise  at  least  40'7r  but 
not  more  than  60%  of  the  NETFLOOR  AREAof  all  BUILDINGS 
in  a  PUD.  If  the  PUD  contains  warehouses  the  NETFLOOR  AREA 
of  residential  USES  may  be  reduced  to  25%.  Industrial  USES  shall 
not  exceed  30%  of  the  NET  FLOOR  AREA  of  all  BUILDINGS  in 
the  PUD. 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Pavan  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


RTICLE  48*    CORRECTIONS.  CLARIFICATIONS 
AND  MINOR  ADJUSTMENTS 
TO  THE  ZONING  BYLAW 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows. 

Section  4.  Insert  at  the  end  of  the  beginning  paragraph  of  Section  4.3.3  the 
following: 

"The  terms  defined  below  are  capitalized  in  this  Section  4.3  in  addition  to 
the  terms  defined  in  Section  I ." 

Section  4.  In  Section  4.3.6.3,  replace  the  words  "All  water  runoff  from  im- 
pervious covers  shall,  at  a  minimum,  be  funneled  into  gas  trap  catch  basins. 
The  first  (1st)  inch  of  every  storm"  with  the  new  words 

"All  water  runoff  from  IMPERVIOUS  COVERS  shall  be  funneled  into  gas 
trap  catch  basins.  In  addition,  the  first  ( I  st)  inch  of  every  storm". 

Section  4.  In  Section  4.3.6.5  add  at  the  end  of  the  Section  the  following: 

"The  following  sentence  shall  not  apply  to  BUILDINGS,  STRUCTURES 
and  other  land  improvements  for  which  a  Site  Plan  Special  Permit  applica- 
tion or  Building  Permit  application  is  submitted  between  March  I.  1994  and 
May  31.  1994  inclusive:  Where  a  LOT  is  partly  in  ZONE  4  and  partly  in 
another  ZONE  of  the  GROUNDWATER  Protection  District,  IMPERVIOUS 
COVER  runoff,  generated  in  the  ZONE  4  portion  of  the  LOT  but  infiltrated, 
or  discharged  from  the  LOT,  in  a  ZONE  1 ,  2,  or  3  portion  of  the  LOT,  shall 
meet  the  same  quality  standard  at  the  point  of  infiltration  or  discharge  as  if 
the  runoff  had  been  generated  in  ZONES  1 ,  2  and  3." 

0.     Section  4.  In  Table  4.3.7.2  part  18,  delete  text  in  first  column  and  replace 
with: 

1 8.  Subsurface  disposal  of  wastewater  effiuent  on  a  parcel  of  land  which  is 
not  a  buildable  LOT  as  defined  in  footnote  (**). 

E.  Section  4.  In  Table  4.3  .7.2  footnote  (**),  add  the  following  to  the  end  of  the 
existing  text: 

"and  Common  Land  as  provided  for  in  Sections  4.2,  4.4  and  9  of  this  By- 
law." 

F.  Section  5.  In  Section  5.2.7.2.  delete  the  pan  of  the  section  beginning  with 
"In  all  districts  appurtenant  STRUCTURES "  to  the  end. 

G.  Section  5.  Delete  Section  5.3.5  and  replace  with  new  section  5.3.5  as  follows: 
5.3.5      Height  of  BUILDINGS 

5.3  5.1    In  all  districts  appurtenant  STRUCTURES  located  upon  the  roof 
of  a  BUILDING  may  extend  above  the  height  limit  but  in  no  case 


shall  they  exceed  45  feet  in  height  when  combined  with  the  height 
of  the  BUILDING  nor  in  the  aggregate  occupy  more  than  20%  of 
the  roof  plan  area  unless  authorized  by  special  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Appeals  or  unless  in  compliance  with  Section  5.3.5.2  of 
this  Bylaw. 

5.3.5.2  In  the  General  Industrial  and  Industrial  Park  Districts  the  height  of 
BUILDINGS  may  be  increased  by  right  above  40  feet  provided 
that  1 )  the  minimum  OPEN  SPACE  provided  on  the  LOT  is  45% 
or  more  in  the  General  Industrial  District  and  60%  or  more  in  the 
Industrial  Park  District,  2)  the  maximum  BUILDING  coverage  on 
the  LOT  is  25%  or  less,  and  3)  the  maximum  height  of  the  BUILD- 
ING is  50  feet  or  less.  The  Board  of  Appeals  may  authorize  by 
special  permit  that  appurtenant  STRUCTURES  located  upon  the 
roof  of  any  BUILDING  in  compliance  with  the  above  may  extend 
above  the  height  limit  but  in  no  case  shall  they  exceed  55  feet  in 
height  when  combined  with  the  height  of  the  BUILDING  nor  in 
the  aggregate  occupy  more  than  20%  of  the  roof  plan  area. 

H.  Section  5.  In  section  5.3.6  replace  the  words  "bordering  freshwater  wet- 
lands" with  the  new  words 

"Freshwater  Wetlands". 

I.  Section  5.  In  Section  5.3.9,  replace  the  words  "Maximum  NET  FLOOR 
AREA  3000-square  feet"  with  the  following  new  words: 

"Maximum  NET  FLOOR  AREA  1000-square  feet" 

and  delete  the  words 

"Maximum  number  of  children  present  at  any  one  time — 25". 

J.     Section  5.  Amend  the  TABLE  OF  STANDARD  DIMENSIONAL  REGU- 
LATIONS as  follows: 

1 .  Delete  the  first  and  second  line  below  the  title  and  replace  with: 

"See  also  Special  Provisions  and  Exceptions  to  Dimensional  Regula- 
tions (Section  5.3),  Transfer  of  Development  Rights  for  special  dimen- 
sional regulations  affecting  the  LB,  NAV  and  EAV  Districts  and  certain 
land  in  the  R-2.  R-8  and  R-IO/8  Districts  along  and  near  Great  Road 
(Section  5.4),  Special  Provisions  for  Village  Districts  (Section  5.5),  Spe- 
cial Dimensional  Requirements  in  the  Groundwater  Protection  District 
(Section  4.3),  and  Special  Dimensional  Regulations  for  Open  Space  De- 
velopments (OSD  Section  4.2),  Planned  Conservation  Residential  Com- 
munities ((PCRC  Section  9)  and  Planned  Unit  Developments  (PUD  Sec- 
tion 9A)." 

2.  Delete  the  last  line  of  the  Table  which  begins  with  the  Zoning  District 
designation  PCRC. 

K.     Section  9.  In  Section  9.6.2.4,  delete  the  first  sentence  and  replace  with  the 
following  new  sentences: 

"There  shall  be  not  more  than  four  DWELLING  UNITS  in  any  residential 
BUILDING.  Except  in  the  case  of  detached  single  family  dwellings,  there 
shall  be  not  more  than  two  garage  spaces  per  DWELLING  UNIT  in  any 
residential  BUILDING. 

L.     Section  9A.  In  Section  9A.2,  insert  as  lead  paragraph  under  the  section  title 
the  following: 

"For  the  purpose  of  this  Section,  the  following  terms  shall  have  the  follow- 
ing meaning.  The  terms  defined  below  are  capitalized  in  this  Section  9A  in 
addition  to  the  terms  defined  in  Section  1 ." 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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MOTION: 

Mr.  Niemyski  moves  thai  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in 
the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  49*  ACCOMMODATION  OF 

HANDICAPPED  AND  VAN  ACCESSIBLE  PARKING 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  Section  6.3.2  of  the  Acton  Zoning 
Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  new  Section  6.3.2  as  follows: 

6.3.2  Parking  for  Persons  with  Disabilities:  Parking  spaces  for  persons 
with  disabilities  as  required  by  the  Massachusetts  Architectural 
Access  Board  shall  be  provided  iLS  part  of  the  spaces  required  un- 
der Section  6.3.1. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Giorgio  moves  thai  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 


,R1 


article. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE  50*         CHANGE  SPECIAL  PERMIT 

REQUIREMENT  FOR  COMMON  DRIVES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  Section  3.8. 1 .5  of  the  Acton  Zoning 
Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  new  Section  3.8.1 .5  as  follows: 

3.8. 1 .5  Common  Drives  for  vehicular  and  non-vehicular  ACCESS  by  way 
of  rights-of-way  or  easements  serving  more  than  one  LOT.  Com- 
mon Drives  are  not  STREETS  and  do  not  provide  FRONTAGE  for 
LOTS.  Common  Drives  serv  ing  6  or  more  LOTS  shall  require  a 
special  permit  by  the  Planning  Board.  Common  Drives  ser\  ing  more 
than  2  LOTS  but  less  than  6  LOTS  shall  be  constructed  in  compli- 
ance with  the  following  requirements  prior  to  the  occupancy  of 
any  DWELLING  UNITS  ser\  ed  by  the  Common  Drive: 

a)  All  curb  radii  and  radii  of  pavement  edges  shall  be  designed  to 
accommodate  SU-3()  design  vehicles  (fire  engine).  In  deter- 
mining the  adequacy  of  the  radii  at  the  Common  Drive  inter- 
section with  a  STREET,  it  shall  be  assumed  that  on  local 
STREETS  the  entire  pavement  width  is  available  for  turns, 
whereas  on  collector  and  artenal  STREETS  a  turn  shall  be  pos- 
sible without  obstructing  oncoming  traffic.  (Local,  collector  and 
arterial  STREETS  as  defined  in  the  Aclon  Subdivision  Rules 
and  Regulations). 

b)  There  shall  be  turn-around  for  fire  and  other  emergency  ve- 
hicles (SU-30  design  vehicle)  at  the  end  of  the  Common  Drive. 

c)  The  maximum  grade  within  50  feet  of  the  intersection  with  a 
STREET  shall  be  5%. 

d)  The  inierscciion  angle  between  the  Common  Drive  cenierlinc 
and  the  STREET  ecnierline  shall  be  not  less  lhan  60  de"rees. 


g)  The  minimum  centerline  radius  shall  be  80  feet. 

h)  The  stopping  sight  d  ince  along  the  Common  Drive  shall  be 
not  less  than  1 25  feei 

i)  The  design  shall  be  for  a  maximum  design  speed  of  25  milest 
per  hour. 

j)  The  minimum  sight  distance  at  the  intersection  of  the  Common 
Drive  with  a  STREET  shall  be  275  feet,  and  450  feet  where  the 
STREET  is  an  arterial  STREET  (arterial  STKEET  as  defined 
in  the  Acton  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations). 

k)  Adequate  drainage  shall  be  provided.  The  drainage  design  and 
appurtenances  shall  prevent  washout  and  excessive  erosion  and 
it  shall  prevent  drainage  onto  a  STREET.  Subsurface  discharge 
to  a  public  drain  system  shall  be  allowed  only  if  there  is  suffi- 
cient capacity  in  the  public  drain  system  based  on  a  10-yeati 
design  storm. 

I)  The  paved  wear  surface  shall  be  at  least  12  feet  wide  and  con 
sist  of  a  minimum  of  3  inches  of  Type  I  bituminous  concrete, 
applied  in  two  courses,  over  a  minimum  base  of  12  inches  of 
properly  prepared  and  compacted  gravel,  graded  to  drain  from 
the  crown. 

m)  There  shall  be  a  minimum  3  foot  wide  shoulder  on  each  side 
free  of  obstructions  such  as  trees  or  utility  poles.  The  shoulder 
shall  be  prepared  with  3-4  inches  of  lopsoil  over  the  same  gravel 
base  as  the  wear  surface,  and  seeded. 


n)  There  shall  be  a  sign  posted  at  the  Common  Drive  intersectiore 
with  the  STREET  displaying  the  name  of  the  Common  Drive  im 
and  indicating  "private  way". 

o)  A  sidewalk  shall  be  constructed  along  the  STREET  FRONT-i 
AGE  of  all  LOTS  .served  by  the  Common  Drive  except  where 
a  sidewalk  already  exists  there.  The  sidewalk  shall  be  5  feet 
wide,  follow  in  general  the  grade  of  the  STREET  and  have 
wheelchair  ramps  at  crossings.  Sidewalk  easements  shall  be 
pro\  ided  as  necessary. 


p)  An  agreement  providing  ACCESS  over  the  Common  Drive  to 
all  the  LOTS  and  making  all  the  LOTS  .serv  ed  by  the  Common 
Drive  jointly  and  severally  responsible  for  ils  maintenance  and 
repair,  including  snow  plowing,  shall  be  recorded.  Evidence  of 
recording  shall  be  given  to  the  Building  Commissioner  prior  to 
the  issuance  of  a  building  pennit  on  any  LOT  served  by  the 
Common  Drive. 

q)  Compliance  with  the  Common  Drive  construction  and  design 
requirements  shall  be  demonstrated  to  the  Building  commis- 
sioner by  means  of  propose  plans  and  as-buill  plans  for  the 
Common  Drive  and  sidewalk,  prepared  by  registered  profes- 
sional engineer.  The  Building  Commissioner  shall  have  the 
power  to  establish  requirements  as  to  the  form  and  contents  of 
such  plans. 


or  lake  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar) 


e)  The  maximum  grade  shall  be  lO'/r.  The  minimuin  grade  shall  Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in 

bc\9c.  the  article. 


f)  The  Common  Drive  .shall  be  laid  out  within  a  40  foot  wide 
utility  and  ACCESS  easement. 


Total  Vote:  81 


MOTION  CARRIES 

Yes:  75 


No: 


ke; 
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RTICLE  51  ♦       ELIMINATE  SPECIAL  PERMIT 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR 
CERTAIN  ACCESSORY  USES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  3  of  the  Acton  Zoning  By- 
w  as  follows: 

Delete  Section  3.8.2.3  and  replace  it  with  new  Section  3.8.2.3  as  follows: 

3.8.2.3  Drive-up  facilities  in  a  bank. 

Delete  Section  3.8.4.4  and  replace  it  with  new  Section  3.8.4.4  as  follows: 

3.8.4.4  Where  not  otherwise  permitted,  a  greenhouse  where  the  PRINCI- 
PAL USE  of  the  LOT  or  property  is  agriculture. 

or  lake  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lee  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

nicle. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

RTICLE  52*  ELIMINATE  PROHIBITION  AGAINST 

AND  SPECIAL  PERMIT  REQUIREMENT  FOR 
e  TERTIARY  WASTEWATER  TREATMENT  FACILITIES 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

™         To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  by  deleting 
«  arts  23.  and  24.  of  Table  4.3.7.2  and  footnote  (***)  of  Table  4.3.7.2..  and  by 
iserting  new  part  23.  as  follows: 

T- 

„       Table  4.3.7.2 

ji  ZONE  1  ZONE  2      ZONE  3 

j(       23.  Subsurface  disposal  of 
[k  tertiary  treated  wastewater 

effluent.  Y  Y  Y 

10  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

)n 

^  MOTION: 

Mr.  Carnahan  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  .set  forth  in 
he  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

I  ARTICLE  53*         ELIMINATION  OF  SPECLVL 

^  PERMIT  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  CERTAIN: 

.  DIMENSIONAL  PROVISIONS 

|j  (2/3  Vote  Required) 

)f 

To  .see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  5  of  the  Acton  Zoning  By- 
aw  as  follows: 

\.  In  Section  5.2.7.2  (Section  53.5. 1  if  Article  48  is  adopted),  delete  the  phrase 
towards  the  end  of  the  section  which  reads  "unless  authorized  by  special 
permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals  or". 

11  3.     In  Section  5.?i.5  (Section  .5.3.5.2  if  Article  48  is  adopted),  delete  the  last 

sentence  which  begins  with  the  words  'The  Board  of  Appeals  may  authorize 
by  special  permit  ..." 

Z.  In  Section  5.3.2. 1  delete  in  the  second  sentence  the  phrase  which  reads  "by 
Special  Permit  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen". 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lee  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  54  ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS  FOR 

PLANNING  BOARD  WHEN  ACTING  AS  SPECIAL 
PERMIT  GRANTING  AUTHORITY 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  by  insert- 
ing new  Section  10.3.9  as  follows: 

10.3.9  Planning  Board  Associate  Members:  When  the  Planning  Board  is 
acting  as  a  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  under  this  Bylaw, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  may  designate  an  associate 
member,  duly  appomted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  sit  on  the 
Board  for  the  purposes  of  acting  on  a  special  permit  application  in 
the  case  of  ab.sence.  inability  to  act,  or  conflict  of  interest  on  the 
part  of  any  regular  member  of  the  Planning  Board  or  in  the  event 
of  a  vacancy  on  the  Planning  Board. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hill  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  55       CHARTER  CHANGE:  ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS  FOR  PLANNING  BOARD 
WHEN  ACTING  AS  SPECIAL  PERMIT 
GRANTING  AUTHORITY 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  Charter  to  provide  that  the 
Planning  Board,  in  addition  to  its  regular  members,  may  have  associate  members 
pursuant  to  M.G.L.,  Chapter  40A,  Section  9, 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  Charter  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  56#  PETITION  TO  CHANGE 

ZONING  OF  LAND  IN  ACTON 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  Map  by  rezoning 
from  the  East  Acton  Village  (EAV)  District  to  the  Limited  Business  (LB)  District 
a  certain  parcel  of  land  shown  as  parcel  28- 1  on  map  sheet  G-4  of  the  1 993  edition 
of  the  Acton  Town  Atlas.  Said  parcel  is  located  at  107  Great  Road. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hirsch  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 

article. 

MOTION  LOST 
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Tola!  Vole:  155 


Yes;  58 


No;  97 


ARTICLE  57       PUBLIC  USE  OF  LAND  BY  TOWN 
OR  AGENCY  OTHER  THAN  THE 
TOW  N  OF  ACTON  AND  THE  WATER 
SUPPLY  DISTRICT  OF  ACTON! 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  umend  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  Add  new  Section  3.4.7  a.s  follows: 

3.4.7  Other  Public  USE:  USEofland.  BUILDINGS  and  STRUCTURES 
for  public  purpose,  other  than  educational  USE.  by  any  town  or 
local  ajicncy.  except  the  Town  of  Acton  and  the  Water  Supply  Dis- 
trict of  Acton. 

B.  Add  the  following  line  to  the  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES: 

Rc.>iidenljal    Village     Office     Business  Induslrial     Special  Site 
Dislncis       Disincis    Dislricls  Disiricis    Dislricls      Dislricf;  Plan 
.1.47    Other      SPS(6l         SPS(6)     SPS(6)    SPS(6)     SPS(6)        SPS(6)  R 
Public 
USE 

C.  Add  the  following  footnote  (6)  to  Section  3.4.7  in  the  Table  of  PRINCIPAL 

USES: 

(6)  If  the  proposed  USE  will  be  located  in  the  Floodway  Fringe,  as 
defined  in  Section  4. 1 .  or  Zones  1 ,2  or  3  of  the  Groundwater  Pro- 
tection District,  as  defined  in  Section  4.3.  before  granting  a  special 
permit  under  this  Section  the  applicant  shall  submit  the  informa- 
tion required  under  Sections  4. 1  or  4.3  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
shall  find  that  the  proposed  USE  complies  with  the  requirements 
of  Sections  4. 1 .8. 1  and  4. 1 .9.  and  4.3  .8  through  4.3. 10  re.spectively. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Fanton  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the 


article. 


Total  Vote:  76 


ARTICLE  58 


MOTION  CARRIES 

Yes:     75  No: 

ACCEPT  MGL  CHAPTER  140, 
Section  147A.  DOG  FUND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Mass.  General  Law.  C.  140,  s.  147A 
to  allow  the  Town  to  withdraw  from  the  Middlesex  County  Dog  Fund. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavemier  moves  that  the  Town  accept  M  G  L.  Chapter  140,  Section 
I47A  to  allow  ihc  Town  to  withdraw  from  the  Middlesex  County  Dog  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  59*  AMEND  TOWN  BM.AW 

CHAPTER  E,  DOG  LICENSES 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  sec  if  Ihc  Town  will  \  otc  to  amend  Chapter  E  (General  Public  Rcgula- 
iions)  Section  E22  of  the  Town  Bylaw  entitled  "Dog  Licenscs/Animal  Conirol" 
by  changing  the  fee  structure  a,s  follows: 


E22.  No  person  shall  own  or  keep  a  dog.  six  months  or  older,  within  th 
Town  unless  a  license  for  such  dog  is  obtained  from  the  Town  Clerk.  The  licens> 
period  is  the  time  frame  between  January  1st  and  the  following  December  31} 
inclusive.  The  fee  for  such  license  shall  be  as  follows: 

Male  Dog/Female  Dog  $  1 5.00 

Spayed/Neutered  Dog  $10.00 

Kennel- 1  (4  dogs  or  less)  $26.00 

Kennel-2  (5  to  1 0  dogs)  $5 1 .00 

Kennel-3  (over  10  dogs)  $76.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town's  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  th 


article. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE  60  AMEND  LOCAL  HISTORIC 

DISTRICT  BYLAW 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  amendments  to  the  Town  of  Acto 
Bylaws.  Chapter  P —  Local  Historic  District  Bylaw,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  2..  Delete  definition  of  STRUCTURE  and  replace  wit 
the  following: 

2.  DERNITIONS 

STRUCTURE:  combination  of  materials  other  than  a  BUILDING,  indue 
ing  but  not  limited  to  a  SIGN,  fence,  wall,  terrace,  walk,  driveway  or  pave 
parking  lot  but  not  including  public  streets  or  ways. 

Amend  Section  7.,  Procedures  for  Review  of  Applications  by  the  addilio 
of  the  following  new  paragraph: 

7. 14  Nothing  contained  in  this  By-Law  shall  be  deemed  to  preclude  an 
person  coniemplaling  construction  or  alteration  of  a  BU1LDIN( 
or  STRUCTURE  within  a  DISTRICT  from  consulting  informall 
wit!)  the  COMMISSION  before  submitting  any  application  rcfcrrc 
to  in  this  By-Law  on  any  matter  which  might  possibly  be  withi 
Ihc  scope  of  the  Bylaw.  Nothing  contained  in  this  By-Law  shall  b 
deemed  lo  preclude  the  COMMISSION  from  offering  inform; 
advice  lo  a  potential  applicant  prior  to  receiving  an  applicalioi 
However,  any  such  preliminary  advice  offered  by  the  COMMIS 
SION  shall  not  be  deemed  to  set  a  precedent  nor  in  any  way  lim 
the  COMMISSION  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions  under  this  B) 
Law. 

Amend  Section  8.  by  the  addition  new  section  8.6: 

8.6  The  COMMISSION  may  impose  requirements  on  the  .screenini 
and  location  of  above  ground  features  of  septage  systems.  Sue 
requirements  shall  not  conflict  with  requirements  of  the  Acton  Boar 
of  Health. 

Amend  Section  9.  wiih  Ihc  following:  9.1.2  EXCLUSIONS:  Terrace; 
walks,  drneways.  sidewalks  and  similar  STRUCTURES,  provided  that  any  sue 
STRUCTURE  is  substantially  at  grade  level. 

Amend  Section  9.3  as  follows: 

After  "unsafe  "  insert,  "unheallhful." 
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or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 
Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

iRTICLE61*  REMOVE  POLICE  CHIEF 

POSITION  FROM  CIVIL  SERVICE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  take  the 
ppropriate  steps  to  remove  the  Polite  Chief's  position  from  Civil  Service  status, 
nd  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  an  Act  to 
ermit  such  removal, 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

(This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent  Calendar). 
Mr.  Cady  moves  to  pass  over  this  article. 

MOTION  LOST 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  take  the 
ippropriate  steps  to  remove  the  Police  Chief's  position  from  Civil  Service  status, 
ind  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  an  Act  to 
)ermit  such  removal. 

MOTION  LOST 

ARTICLE  62#        FORMATION  OF  MUNICIPAL 

POWER  ORGANIZATION  STUDY  COMMITTEE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

)i 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appomt  a  committee  to  pursue  formal  study 
)f  the  feasibility  and  process  of  formation  of  a  municipal  power  organization. 
;ither  independently  operated  within  the  town  or  as  a  jointly  operated  organiza- 
ion  with  one  of  Acton's  neighboring  towns.  This  committee  shall  not  have  fewer 
'  han  5  nor  greater  than  1 1  members  who  shall  all  be  registered  voters  in  the  Town 
■)f  Acton.  The  members  of  this  study  committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Town 
'  VI(xierator  to  represent  a  cross  section  of  residents  and  business  owners,  and  shall 
'  Derform  their  work  without  financial  remuneration  or  subsidy  from  either  the  Town 
Sf  Acton  or  any  individual  or  business.  This  committee  .shall  provide  a  report  of 
'  their  deliberations  and  investigations  at  the  1995  Annual  Town  Meeting  including 
:ither  (1)  the  preparation  and  presentation  of  an  outline  of  a  proposed  conversion 
plan,  or  (2)  a  recommendation  to  abandon  the  conversion  process. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  amend  the  Article  as  to  the  appointing  authority  so 
that  the  article  now  reads; 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appoint  committee  to  pursue  a  formal  study 
of  the  feasibility  and  process  of  formation  of  a  municipal  power  organization. 


either  independently  operated  within  the  town  or  as  a  jointly  operated  organiza- 
tion with  one  of  Acton's  neighboring  towns.  This  committee  shall  not  have  fewer 
than  5  nor  greater  than  1 1  members  who  shall  all  be  registered  voters  in  the  Town 
of  Acton.  The  members  of  this  study  committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  upon  recommendation  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  to 
represent  a  cross  section  of  residents  and  busine.s.s  owners,  and  shall  perform  their 
work  without  financial  remuneration  or  subsidy  from  cither  the  Town  of  Acton  or 
any  individual  or  business.  This  committee  shall  provide  a  report  of  their  delibera- 
tions and  investigations  at  the  1995  Annual  Town  meeting  including  either  (1)  the 
preparation  and  presentation  of  an  outline  of  a  proposed  conversion  plan,  or  (2)  a 
recommendation  to  abandon  the  conversion  process. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Schwab  moves  in  the  words  of  the  amended  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

ARTICLE  63  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 

EARLY  RETIREMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Section  83  of 
Chapter  71  of  the  Acts  of  1993,  as  amended,  to  provide  for  an  Early  Retirement 
Incentive  Program  for  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Teacher's  Retirement 
System  employed  by  the  Acton  Public  Schools, 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Stuntz  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  provision  of  Section  83  of 
Chapter  71  of  the  Acts  of  1993,  as  amended,  to  provide  for  an  Early  Retirement 
incentive  Program  for  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Retirement 
System  employed  by  the  Acton  Public  Schools. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

MOTION: 
Mrs.  Hunter  moves  to  dissolve. 

MOTION  CARRIES 

The  Meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  PM. 

The  tellers  at  these  meetings  were:  Head  Teller  William  Reich,  Frida  Adams, 
Richard  Becker,  William  Cady,  Isabella  Choate,  Brewster  Conant,  Janice  Edry, 
Eldon  Fisher.  Thomas  E.  Geagan,  Jr..  Walter  George.  Walter  Harrington,  Maurice 
Joyal,  Charles  Kadlec,  Carol  Lake,  Andrea  Miller,  Thomas  Moroney,  Paul  Poppert, 
Catherine  Reich,  Judith  Snell,  Lawrence  Story,  Patricia  Ward,  Allen  Warner,  Nancy 
Warner  and  Richard  Swenson. 

Articles  58  and  59  of  the  General  By-laws,  Article  55,  being  a  Charter 
Amendment,  and  Articles  42,  43,  44,  45.  46,  47,  48,  49,  50,  5 1 ,  52,  53,  54  and  57 
of  the  Zoning  By-laws  were  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  on  June  7,  1994. 
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EDUCATION  REPORTS 


Even  for  a  school  system  that  has  a  reputation  for  being 
cost-conscious,  cost-effective  and  entrepreneurial,  this  year  has 
been  an  unusual  challenge.  Financial  support  declined  once  again, 
and  we  suffered  some  significant  program  and  position  losses. 
Were  it  not  for  the  commitment  and  generosity  of  parents,  we 
would  have  been  in  an  even  worse  condition  than  we  experienced. 

The  consequences  of  the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1 993  are 
being  felt  this  year  on  a  greater  variety  of  dimensions  e.g.,  (pro- 
fessional development,  recertification,  time  and  learning,  com- 
mon core,  curriculum  frameworks),  adding  to  the  responsibilities 
of  the  remaining  staff. 

Despite  that,  teachers  and  students  continued  to  perform  at 
the  high  level  we  have  come  to  expect  in  Acton  and  Acton- 
Boxborough,  as  you  will  see  from  the  report  that  follows,  which 
comes  from  the  computers  of  many  staff  members  of  the  schools. 

As  we  promised  last  year,  we  have  looked  at  how  we  do  the 
"business"  of  education  -  specifically,  transportation,  food  ser- 
vice, and  custodial  service  -  to  determine  whether  there  are  ways 
we  can  cut  costs  without  impacting  the  quality  of  the  service.  We 
have  expanded  our  technology  capacity,  both  with  equipment  and 
personnel  support,  and  we  are  pleased  with  the  understanding  we 
are  experiencing  from  the  community.  We  have  established  a 
number  of  special  education  programs  in-house  which  allow  us  to 
save  money  while  providing  a  better  educational  experience  for 
the  children.  We  have  expanded  our  relationship  with  the  Acton 
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  so  that  secondary  students  have  more 
opportunity  to  have  experiential  learning. 

We  are  proud  that  we  continue  to  develop  as  schools  and 
.school  systems,  working  closely  with  the  community. 

ENROLLMENT 

The  elementary  school  enrollment  from  October  I.  1993  to 
October  I,  1994  increa.sed  from  2,125  to  2.191  (+66).  School 
choice  students  have  decreased  from  60  to  57  (-3).  Kindergarten 
enrollment  has  decreased  from  329  to  292  (-37).  The  junior  high 
school  enrollment  has  grown  from  618  to  638  (+20)  with  a  de- 
crease of  6  (78  to  72)  choice  students.  The  high  school  numbers 
have  gone  from  1,238  to  1,285  (+47)  with  2 10  choice  students,  up 
from  157  (+53)  a  year  ago. 

PERSONNEL 

For  the  1993-1994  school  year  the  number  of  employees 
new  to  the  Acton  Public  and  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School 
Distncts  was  fewer  than  anticipated  due  to  the  failure  of  the  two 
overrides  to  Proposition  2-1/2  which  took  place  in  the  spring  of 
1993.  Due  to  the  June  1993  retirement  of  four  APS  and  four 
ABRSD  teachers,  the  projected  leaves  of  absence  of  three  APS 
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and  four  ABRSD  teachers,  and  the  resignation  of  other  teachers, 
ten  full-time  equivalent  new  teachers  were  hired  to  begin  in  Sep- 
tember 1993.  "School  Choice"  and  parent-donated  monies  helped 
keep  class  sizes  from  increasing  at  an  even  greater  rate.  The 
Merriam  School  reopened  with  eight  new  teachers  volunteering! 
to  transfer  to  this  new  organization.  A  new  superintendent.  Dr. 
Isa  Zimmerman,  joined  the  school  system  on  July  1,  1993. 

Four  regional  teachers  began  the  school  year  working  in 
private  industry  as  part  of  the  extemship  program.  The  twelve 
teachers  who  participated  in  the  past  have  returned  to  our  schools 
with  new  knowledge  and  a  renewed  energy  for  working  with 
Acton-Boxborough  students. 

PUPIL  SERVICES 

The  Pupil  Services  Departments  continue  to  expand  their 
relationships  with  area  universities  by  providing  practicum  and 
intern  sites.  One  such  example  is  the  collaboration  with  Simmons  °" 
College  where  combined  regular  and  special  education  internships 
were  offered  through  an  inclusion  model. 

wi 

Pupil  Services  staff  continue  to  expand  models  of  service 
delivery  and  research  new  models  of  inclusionary  practices.  Com- 
mittees meet  regularly  to  evaluate  current  education  practices, 
methods  and  materials  to  make  recommendations  for  program 
development.  A  new  kindergarten  screening  instrument  was  de- 
veloped and  recommended  for  piloting. 


St 


Alternative  funding  provided  many  opportunities  for  our 
schools.  School  choice  funds  at  the  high  school  enabled  counse- 
lors to  increase  support  groups  for  "at  risk"  students.  Funds  from 
special  education  tuition  students  at  the  junior  and  senior  high 
schools  increased  assistant  and  psychological  support  to  programs. 
State  and  federal  grants  continue  to  fund  a  portion  of  special  edu- 
cation support  staff,  professional  development  and  in-service,  and 
summer  research  and  development.  One  grant  funded  the  devel- 
opment and  implementation  of  a  pilot  program  on  diversity  aware- 
ness training  at  the  elementary  schools.  Support  services  in  read- 
ing, language  arts  and  math  continue  to  be  provided  in  both  dis- 
tricts under  Chapter  1  grants  from  the  federal  government.  State 
aid,  through  preschool  grants  to  support  preschoolers  identified 
with  special  needs,  enabled  Acton  Public  Schools  to  purchase  fur- 
niture and  equipment  in  preparation  for  opening  its  Integrated 
Preschool  in  September,  1994. 

In  addition  to  servicing  a  student  body  with  increased  health 
and  medication  needs,  the  school  nurses  conducted  a  flu  clinic 
and  blood  pressure  screening  for  staff. 

Students  from  14  different  countries  received  English  as  a 
Second  Language  (ESL)  support  within  the  schools.  Volunteer 
assistance  and  help  from  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Council  on 
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.iteracy  enhanced  program  support.  Multicultural  celebrations 
ivolved  parents  and  school  communities  in  celebrating  differ- 
nces.  in  addition,  through  a  research  and  development  grant  the 
SL  staff  worked  to  develop  student  handbooks  in  the  native  lan- 
jp  uages  of  Spanish,  Russian,  and  Portuguese  in  an  effort  to  im- 
,g  rove  understanding  and  enhance  student  and  family  adjustment 
r|,  )  a  new  school  and  culture. 

I  OFFICE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Office  of  Development,  a  newly-established  function 
I,  /ithin  the  Central  Office,  was  created  in  response  to  the  growing 
V,  leed  to  seek  additional  funding  as  a  supplement  to  a  diminished 
,li  ppropriated  budget.  In  addition,  it  will  coordinate  the  activities 
(I,  >{  the  Faculty  Extemship  Program. 

Irantsmanship 

In  response  to  the  growing  need  to  seek  supplemental  fund- 
ng,  a  Grantsmanship  function  has  been  established  within  the 
i(j  )ff"ice  of  Development;  it  has  been  staffed  with  an  Assistant  Co- 
,j  )rdinator  of  Development  whose  responsibilities  include  the  es- 
,j  ablishment  and  development  of  new  relationships  with  individu- 
ils,  private  businesses,  foundations  and  corporations,  as  well  as 
vith  state  and  federal  government  agencies  which  may  become 
,  )otential  sources  of  supplemental  funds. 

The  Acton  Public  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
,  Jchool  Districts,  together  with  their  many  partners,  have  been  re- 
iponsible  for  the  creation  of  highly  entrepreneurial  achievements 
n  curriculum  and  instruction,  community  education,  professional 
levelopment,  services  for  children  with  special  needs,  and  trans- 
.  jortation  of  students.  They  have  also  established  strong  and  sup- 
)ortive  partnerships  of  trust  with  the  greater  learning  community 
businesses,  higher  education,  social  service  agencies,  museums, 
;hambers  of  commerce  and  other  public  school  districts,  as  well 
IS  with  parents  and  students.  It  is,  therefore,  a  central  goal  of  the 
Office  of  Development  to  create  a  seamless  alliance  among  the 
many  constituencies  in  the  learning  community.  In  doing  so  a 
new  synergy  for  entrepreneurial  excitement  and  achievement  is 
generated  and  thus  becomes  the  basis  upon  which  supplemental 
funding  is  procured. 

Faculty  Externship  Program 

A  critical  component  of  the  learning  community,  the  Fac- 
ulty Extemship  Program  continued  in  the  1993-94  school  year. 
Five  members  of  the  ABRSD  staff  worked  in  challenging  assign- 
ments at  MIT  Lincoln  Laboratory,  Educators  Publishing  Services, 
inc..  The  Haartz  Corporation  and  Minuteman  Science  and  Tech- 
nology High  School. 

FACILITIES  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

In  addition  to  normal  maintenance  procedures,  the  Districts 
have  been  involved  with  energy  conservation  projects  with  both 


Boston  Edison  and  Boston  Gas.  The  Energy  Conservation  Part- 
nership with  Boston  Edison  was  completed  in  November  1994. 
Boston  Gas  has  completed  its  conservation  measures  at  Blanchard 
Auditorium  and  at  the  McCarthy-Towne,  Gates  and  Conant  el- 
ementary schools.  The  high  school  conservation  measures  have 
been  placed  out  to  bid.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  project  at  the  high 
school  will  be  completed  by  July  1995. 

Recently  all  .school  buildings  were  surveyed  for  handicapped 
accessibility.  Greg  Canell  &  Associates  have  conducted  a  survey 
and  aided  the  school  district  in  preparing  a  transition  plan,  as  is 
required  by  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act.  The  transition 
plan  is  a  five-year  implementation  plan  based  upon  handicapped 
accessibility  issues. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL 
DISTRICT  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TRANSPORTATION 

Acton-Boxborough  Special  Education  Transportation 
(CASE  West  Transportation)  is  in  its  eighth  year  of  operation  serv- 
ing the  CASE  West  communities.  The  Regional  School  District 
continues  to  provide  a  cost-effective  quality  transportation  sys- 
tem for  special  needs  students  in  the  Acton-Boxborough  schools 
and  the  CASE  West  communities  of  Boxborough,  Harvard, 
Littleton,  Stow,  and  the  Nashoba  Regional  School  District.  The 
School  District  and  the  Concord  Area  Special  Education  Collabo- 
rative have  been  innovative  in  estabhshing  this  model  for  trans- 
portation of  special  needs  students. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 

In  1994  the  Acton-Boxborough  Summer  School  had  another 
excellent  session.  An  enrollment  of  254  students  in  grades  K  - 1 2 
included  91  students  from  other  school  districts  While  many  stu- 
dents attended  for  remedial  purposes,  over  half  of  the  courses  were 
taken  for  enrichment.  Fifty-two  percent  of  the  students  chose  to 
take  more  than  one  course.  The  school  was  directed  by  Niki  Veley 
and  staffed  by  34  teachers  and  aides,  including  17  graduate  in- 
terns from  the  MESTEP  program  of  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts at  Amherst.  Tuition  costs  to  students  remained  under  $2.75 
an  hour,  making  Summer  School  and  Educational  bargain.  The 
courses  offered  ranged  from  traditional  math,  science,  and  En- 
glish classes  to  Film  Production,  SAT  Preparation,  and  study  skills. 

CURRICULUM  AND  STAFF  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Comprehensive  Health  Education  needs  assessment  was 
completed  and  analyzed.  The  results  are  currently  being  used  to 
direct  curriculum  selection  for  piloting  during  the  1994-95  school 
year;  this  was  accomplished  with  the  assistance  of  the  Compre- 
hensive Health  Education  Grant  (cigarette  tax  funds). 

Anew  Superintendent's  Advisory  Council  (SAC)  of  Health 
was  assembled  during  the  fall  of  1994.  This  council  consists  of 
administrators,  staff,  parents,  Acton-Boxborough  students  and 
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community  representatives.  Working  in  subcommittees  with  the 
needs  assessment  results,  these  groups  will  provide  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Superintendent  who,  along  with  the  K  -  12  Health 
Coordinator,  will  provide  guidance  to  a  group  of  professional  edu- 
cators charged  with  designing  a  developmentally-appropriate 
health  education  curriculum.  This  will  move  us  along  to  our  goal 
of  comprehensive  K  -  12  health  education  for  Acton  and  Acton- 
Boxborough. 

The  social  studies  frameworks  were  completed,  and  teach- 
ers are  in  the  process  of  researching  and  trying  out  new  curricu- 
lum topics.  The  math  curriculum  review  continued  through  1993- 
94  with  the  help  of  a  hired  consultant  and  Joyce  Koop,  the  library/ 
media  coordinator  and  part-time  math  curriculum  specialist. 

Following  are  descriptions  of  the  several  research  and  de- 
velopment projects  which  were  underway  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1994. 

•  Eileen  Sullivan  worked  with  teams  of  elementary  teach- 
ers to  continue  the  revision  of  the  social  studies  curricu- 
lum in  grades  2  -  6.  They  reviewed  materials,  compiled 
lesson  plans,  and  developed  unit  plans  to  bring  the  social 
studies  curriculum  into  line  with  the  new  social  studies 
frameworks.  At  completion,  grade  level  meetings  were 
held  to  present  the  results  of  the  work  to  the  staff. 

•  Charles  Gittins  and  David  McClung  set  up  the  high 
school  physics  lab  with  new  computers,  peripherals,  and 
other  lab  equipment.  They  also  evaluated  and  adapted  the 
materials  received  while  attending  a  Physics  Workshop 
at  the  Museum  of  Science.  Their  objectives  were  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  the  new  computers,  software 
and  lab  equipment;  test,  develop,  and  write  new  labs  and 
rewrite  old  labs  based  on  the  new  equipment;  and  develop 
a  cooperative  learning  unit  on  motion  using  the  new 
equipment. 

•  Susan  Bohmiller,  Nancy  Farrar,  and  Donna  Carleton 
worked  on  an  R&D  project  at  the  high  school  to  help 
support  resource  room  students  in  their  efforts  to  meet  the 
school's  academic  standards.  They  recorded  PBS  pro- 
grams on  video  tape,  physically  arranged  the  library  for 
easy  access,  shopped  for  A-V  materials  and  equipment, 
and  recorded  any  books  not  recorded  previously  by 
volunteers. 


•  Rosemary  Dow,  Jean  MacDonald  and  Dick  Dow  at  the 
junior  high  school  developed  project-based  units  thai 
integrate  the  computer  with  math  and  science  using  a 
problem-solving  approach.  They  became  familiar  with 
the  new  technology  curriculum,  Lego  Logo;  became 
familiar  with  the  projects  students  will  be  doing  in  the 
new  Technology  Learning  Center;  identified  math  skills 
needed  to  accomplish  the  technology  curriculum;  andf?" 
developed  theme  units  integrating  math,  science  and 
technology. 

•  Joean  Doherty,  Paul  Davis  and  Pam  Parenti  worked  in  the 
school  library  toward  providing  high  school  students 
access  to  current  quality-printed  materials  and  software 
which  complement  and  expand  upon  the  materials  used 
in  the  foreign  language  curriculum.  They  assessed  the 
current  material,  surveyed  staff  for  input,  researched  and 
recommended  new  acquisitions,  created  a  student  read- 
ing list,  and  instructed  staff  in  the  use  of  new  acquisitions. 

•  Kathy  Carlin,  Rosie  Goulet,  Sandra  Huss,  and  Barbara 
Hull  proposed  to  make  available  to  the  parents  of  ESL 
students  pertinent  school  information  in  their  native 
language.  They  identified  information  to  be  translated 
from  student  handbooks,  school  notices,  and  forms;  iden- 
tified three  target  languages  for  translations;  consulted 
with  and  enlisted  community  members  to  act  as  transla- 
tors/consultants. The  collation,  printing  and  distribution 
to  the  ESL  parents  of  the  handbooks  with  the  newly- 
translated  information  will  be  completed  during  the  win- 
ter of  1994-95. 

•  Frank  Calore  and  Don  Gilberti  familiarized  themselves 
with  the  strategies  of  laser  disc  technology  and  the  U.  S. 
History  Point  of  View  program.  They  learned  how  to  use 
the  laserdisc  set-up  and  organized  specific  lessons  so  that 
laser  disc  technology  can  be  an  integrated  portion  of  the 
curriculum. 

•  William  Bemdt  divided  the  basic  biology  curriculum  into 
two  semesters  (similar  to  the  A  and  AA  programs).  He 
selected  topics  to  be  covered  in  each  semester,  developed 
midyear  and  final  exams,  and  developed  some  coopera- 
tive learning  techniques  for  the  students. 

THE  VISUAL  ARTS 


•  William  Noeth,  Niki  Veley  and  George  Munroe  at  the 
high  school  worked  with  a  new  text  and  upgraded  the  AA 
level  Trig/Analytic  Geometry  course  to  meet  NCTM 
Standards  for  the  integration  of  technology,  mathemati- 
cal modeling,  and  multiple  representation  of  problems. 
They  revised  the  course  outline,  developed  lessons  to 
integrate  technology  into  the  course,  and  discussed  addi- 
tions and  deletions  of  topics. 


The  Visual  Arts  Department  participated  in  and  sponsored 
a  variety  of  exciting  events.  Students  had  an  opportunity  to  work 
with  visiting  artists  and  to  visit  fine  arts  museums.  Throughout 
the  school  year  student  efforts  and  accomplishments  were  exhib- 
ited within  school  buildings,  the  system-wide  gallery,  and  the  Acton 
Memorial  Library.  Additional  enrichment  opportunities  provided 
at  the  secondary  level  included  after-school  art  clubs,  "Art  All 
State,"  and  selective  acceptance  in  advanced  courses  offered  at 
Boston  University.  A  significant  number  of  secondary  students 
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so  received  outstanding  recognition  in  the  highly-competitive 
oston  Globe  Scholastic  Art  Award  Contest. 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Acton  Public  Schools  continues  to 
ow  and  will  increase  until  1995.  The  result  has  been  the  re- 
pening  of  the  Merriam  School  in  1993,  increased  class  sizes 
iroughoul  the  system,  and  space  shortages  in  all  of  the  schools. 

As  a  result  of  the  override  failure  in  the  spring  of  1994, 

•  Art,  Music,  and  Physical  Education  were  eliminated  in 
grades  K  -  2. 

•  The  following  positions  were  eliminated; 

1.  system-wide  reading  position; 

2.  media  coordinator  (1/2-time  position); 

3.  ESL  assistants; 

4.  curriculum  specialists's  secretary; 

5.  math  curriculum  specialist  (1/2-time  position). 

•  Most  grade  1  -  6  classes  throughout  the  district  are  in 
excess  of  the  School  Committee's  recommended  maxi- 
mum class-size  guidelines  -  up  to  31  students  in  some 
classes. 

•  The  excess  enrollment  has  made  it  necessary  to  form 
multi-aged  classes  to  keep  some  class  sizes  below  30. 

•  There  has  been  level  funding  of  all  school  materials  and 
supplies  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year.  Given  inflation 
and  increases  in  enrollment,  the  consequence  is  fewer 
materials  and  supplies  for  students. 

•  Each  school  has  reduced  school  library  hours  as  a  result 
of  reduced  staffing. 

The  five  elementary  schools  -  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates, 
McCarthy-Town  and  Merriam  -  experienced  similar  highlights  this 
past  year.  Each  has  the  following: 

•  A  School  Council,  as  required  by  the  Educational  Reform 
Act  of  1993. 

•  Vital  parent  involvement  that  plays  an  active  role  in  the 
life  of  its  school.  These  parents  sponsored  numerous 
assembly  programs  that  enriched  their  school's  cultural 
and  aesthetic  life  with  musicians,  storytellers,  and  other 
performers.  The  parents  raised  funds  for  school-wide 
projects;  provided  volunteers  for  many  in-  and  out-of- 
class  activities,  tasks  and  services;  and  staffed  the  "Safe 
Arrival"  hotlines.  The  parents  also  sponsored  school 
newsletters  and  other  activities. 


•  A  number  of  whole-school  events  such  as  an  orientation 
program  for  kindergarten  parents  and  children  as  the 
school  year  begins,  back-to-school  night  open  houses  in 
the  fall,  and  a  Memorial  Day  Program  in  the  spring. 

•  Students  who  use  computers  in  the  writing/composing 
process  as  a  way  to  enrich  or  extend  learning  in  various 
curricular  areas  and  to  strengthen  their  learning  of  con- 
cepts and  practice  of  skills. 

•  A  faculty  that  participated  in  professional  development 
through  one  or  more  of  these  activities:  pursuing  formal 
course  work,  being  involved  in  system-wide  curriculum 
and  instruction  review  and  improvement  projects,  par- 
ticipating in  the  system's  professional  development  day, 
and  attending  professional  conferences  and  workshops. 
In  addition,  many  teachers  worked  with  student  teachers. 
Through  their  actions,  the  faculty  again  showed  that  they 
are  truly  committed  to  the  concept  of  being  "life-long 
learners." 

•  A  reception  or  event  of  some  sort  to  celebrate  and  honor 
the  parents  and  volunteers  who  assisted  each  school 
during  the  school  year. 

Drugs  and  Alcohol  Education  Programs 

The  DARE  program  continues  in  grades  4  and  6,  with  fund- 
ing for  the  sixth-grade  program  coming  from  the  Acton  Rotary 
Club.  Third-grade  students  are  involved  in  a  program  entitled 
BABES  [Beginning  Alcohol  (and  other  drugs)  Basic  Education 
Series],  which  helps  them  develop  an  awareness  of  drug  and  alco- 
hol problems,  as  well  as  skills  for  seeking  help  in  unsafe  situa- 
tions. 

Professional  Development 

We  used  funding  from  the  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Title  II 
grant  (teacher-training  for  math  and  science)  to  provide  teachers 
with  a  six-hour  course  on  statistics  and  date-gathering,  taught  by 
a  consultant  from  TERC  (Technology  Education  Research  Com- 
pany). We  offered  two  courses,  one  for  K  -  3  teachers  and  another 
for  grade  4-6  teachers.  A  total  of  41  teacher  attended  the  work- 
shops. 

We  also  were  able  to  offer  a  workshop  on  Mathematical 
Construction  and  Design,  which  was  attended  by  25  teachers. 

We,  together  with  EDCO  and  Tufts  University,  received  a 
continuation  grant  for  a  special  elementary  science-education  pro- 
gram called  "Understanding  How  Things  Work."  Eight  elemen- 
tary teachers  participated  in  the  project;  they  took  apart  bicycles 
and  investigated  the  way  they  work. 

In  addition,  the  Conant  school  applied  for  and  received  a 
Commonwealth  In-Service  grant  for  the  teacher-training  compo- 
nent of  its  Naturalist-in  Residence  program,  a  parent/teacher  ini- 
tiative. A  consultant  was  hired  to  provide  training  for  teachers 
and  parent  volunteers. 
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


Junior  High  School 

When  the  R.  J.  Grey  Junior  High  School  opened  in  Septem- 
ber 1993,  618  students  had  registered,  including  77  school  choice 
students  from  surrounding  communities.  Having  choice  students 
has  helped  the  school  to  maintain  programs  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  cut  in  light  of  the  failure  of  the  override  in  the  spring  of 
1993.  An  enrollment  projection  indicates  that  there  will  be  ap- 
proximately 800  students  at  the  junior  high  in  four  to  five  years, 
with  very  few  school  choice  students  still  in  the  system  at  that 
time.  A  nearly  25%  increase  in  enrollment  with  the  significant 
decline  of  over  $150,000  in  revenue  is  cause  for  concern. 

A  sixteen-member  committee  of  students,  parents  and  staff 
was  involved  in  the  process  of  selecting  a  new  principal.  As  a 
result,  Mac  Reid  became  Principal,  following  the  retirement  of 
Cliff  Card  in  mid-year  1993  and  the  interim  principalship  of  Jack 
Hughes. 

All  R.  J.  Grey  students  take  the  traditional  subjects  of  En- 
glish, social  studies,  math,  science  and  physical  education/health. 
Approximately  two-thirds  of  all  students  take  a  foreign  language. 
In  recent  years,  Spanish  has  become  more  popular  with  students 
than  French  -  currently  at  a  two-to-one  ratio.  Students  round  out 
their  schedules  with  a  variety  of  electives,  including  Art,  Music 
Theater,  Band,  Chorus  and  Home  Management. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  activities  in  which  students 
can  get  involved  in  the  school.  The  interscholastic  athletic  pro- 
gram includes  teams  in  cross  country,  soccer,  field  hockey,  bas- 
ketball, Softball  and  baseball  -  all  of  which  are  totally  funded  by 
an  activity  fee  paid  by  the  participants.  Extra-curricular  activities 
include  an  Environmental  Club,  Gourmet  Club,  Jazz  Band,  In- 
strumental Sectionals,  Select  Choir,  Chess/Board  Games  Club, 
Amnesty  International  Group  and  a  Yearbook  Club.  Students  also 
have  opportunities  before,  during  and  after  school  to  receive  tuto- 
rial help  from  teachers,  work  on  projects  in  the  library  and  use  the 
computers  in  the  Macintosh  Computer  Lab. 

One  of  the  important  aspects  of  R.  J.  Grey  is  "teaming"  in 
the  seventh  grade.  This  allows  new  students  to  be  part  of  a  group 
of  approximately  110  students  (rather  than  over  300)  and  to  be 
taught  their  basic  academic  subjects  by  the  same  four  teachers.  It 
allows  teachers  to  get  to  know  these  students  and  gives  common 
planning  time  to  support  these  students.  Time  is  also  built  into 
the  schedule  for  team  activities,  which  help  provide  a  more  well- 
rounded  educational  experience. 

Another  important  aspect  of  R.  J.  Grey  is  that  parents  are 
becoming  more  involved.  The  School  council  consists  of  five 
elected  parents  and  a  community  representative,  in  addition  to 
two  students,  four  members  of  the  staff,  and  the  principal.  This 
group  is  charged  with  developing  strategies  to  deal  with  the  short- 
and  long-term  issues  facing  the  school.  A  very  active  Student 
Council  also  has  significant  input  into  the  school's  operation. 


In  summary,  R.  J.  Grey  is  an  exciting  place  for  students^ 
staff"  and  parents  to  learn  and  work.  We  look  forward  to  address 
ing  the  exciting  educational  and  economic  challenges  that  lie  ahead 

Senior  High  School 

Staff  participation  in  a  wide  range  of  activities  is  on  the  uj 
swing.  Seventy-six  percent  of  the  staff  were  involved  in  building 
committees,  development  of  curricula  and  exchange  programs 
attendance/leadership  workshops,  visits  to  other  schools,  service 
in  the  elementary  schools  or  in  the  community. 

The  Raymond  J.  Grey  library  has  its  new  automated  cata 
log  and  circulation  system  up  and  running.  Our  faithful  pareni 
volunteers  continue  to  assist  us  with  some  bar-coding  and  adding 
materials  such  as  periodicals. 

The  School  Choice  Program,  now  in  its  fourth  year  at 
ABRHS,  involves  a  total  of  204  students  from  38  communities 
During  the  1993-94  school  year  a  total  of  46  prospective  students 
participated  in  Visitation  Days,  and  48  prospective  families  vis 
ited  the  school  for  informational  meetings  and  tours. 

Post  Secondary  Education  —  Of  the  269  members  of  the 
Class  of  1994, 255  (95%)  planned  to  pursue  some  sort  of  second 
ary  education.  Of  this  number  86%  will  enroll  at  four-year  col 
leges,  while  9%  will  continue  their  education  at  two-year  schools, 
technical  schools,  or  prep  schools. 

Standard  Test  Results  —  Average  SAT  scores  for  1994 
seniors  again  exceeded  those  of  state  and  national  populations. 
This  is  significant  since  97%  of  A-B  students  take  the  SAT's,  com- 
pared to  the  state  average  of  79%  and  the  national  average  of  44%. 
Our  average  combined  score  for  the  SATs  was  1 ,056,  which  rep- 
resents a  19-point  increase  over  the  previous  year.  In  addition, 
seniors  scored  an  average  of  582  on  all  achievement  tests  of  the 
CEEB.  Our  average  score  was  3.95,  which  was  substantially 
higher  than  that  of  the  state  (3.29)  and  the  nation  (3.06). 

National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  —  Eleven  mem- 
bers of  the  Class  of  1994  achieved  semi-finalist  recognition;  28 
others  received  letters  of  commendation. 

National  Honor  Society  —  Many  members  of  the  current 
senior  class  (34%)  have  distinguished  themselves  by  entrance  into 
the  National  Honor  Society. 

National  Foreign  Language  Honor  Societies  —  In  1994, 
50  ABRHS  students  distinguished  themselves  by  qualifying  for 
membership  in  local  chapters  of  the  National  French,  Spanish, 
and  Latin  Honor  Societies. 

National,  Regional,  and  State  Foreign  Language  Com- 
petitions —  Elizabeth  Campbell,  Alexander  Diesl,  Sheila  Hegde, 
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acob  Markish,  and  Kathryn  Campbell-Kibler  placed  nationally 

1  the  1994  National  French  Contest;  four  other  students  were 
i^sgional  finalists,  and  four  others  placed  in  the  state.  Christina 

Varren  and  Luisa  Torrielli  placed  first  in  Massachusetts  in  the 
J  lUtsidc  experience  category  of  the  National  Spanish  Exam;  six- 

zen  other  students  placed  state-wide.  Mike  Kapushchevsky  earned 
maxima  cum  laude  distinction  in  the  National  Latin  Exam;  two 

ithers  placed  magna  and  cum  laude. 

'  FLEX  Spanish/Community  Service  Program  —  Fifty- 
wo  ABRHS  Spanish  students  participated  in  a  pilot  exploratory 
Spanish  program  at  the  Merriam  School.  Teaching  teams  of  six 
0  seven  high  school  students  exposed  elementary  school  students 
0  the  fundamentals  of  spoken  Spanish  and  Hispanic  culture. 

'  Academic  Decathlon  Team  —  In  its  fifth  year  of  competi- 
ion,  this  team  of  nine  regulars  and  36  alternates  placed  first  in  the 

^  tate  in  the  preliminary,  alternate  and  state  final  rounds.  Sixty 
Massachusetts  high  schools  competed.  In  April  1994,  12  team 
nembers  traveled  to  Newark,  New  Jersey  where  they  competed 
igainst  the  championship  teams  from  46  other  states.  The  team 

'  lad  an  unprecedented  fourth-place  national  finish,  and  first-place 

^  inish  for  the  Northeast  Region  of  the  country.  The  team  also  tied 
vith  California  for  a  first-place  Super  Quiz  win.  Ravi  Nanavati 
vas  the  third-highest-scoring  student  in  the  nation,  winning  a 
53,000  scholarship.  Other  national  medalists  were  Mike  Ross 
economics),  Rob  White  (math),  Peter  Hess  (math  and  science), 
Mex  Johnson  (math,  social  studies,  and  economics)  and  Johnan 
jlozman  (essay). 

Science  Team —  The  Science  Team  won  the  West  Subur- 
)an  League  for  the  second  year  and  came  in  second  at  the  Massa- 
;husetts  State  Science  Olympiad. 

Mathematics  Team  —  In  the  1993-1994  school  year,  the 
eam  finished  third  in  state-wide  competition.  Five  students  were 
finalists  in  the  state  Math  Olympiad  Exam  -  Ravi  Nanavati,  David 
-Mpert,  Alex  Johnson,  Margaret  Gardel,  and  Peter  Hess.  In  addi- 
ion,  five  students  were  finalists  in  the  nationally-administered 
mnual  High  School  Math  Exam  -  Ravi  Nanavati,  David  Alpert, 
^lex  Johnson,  Margaret  Gardel,  Peter  Hess. 

Science  Mentoring  Program — This  consisted  of  five  pro- 
grams with  a  biotechnology  theme.  Program  titles  were  DNA 
Spooling,  Bacterial  Transformation,  Restriction  Enzymes,  A  DNA 
"Who  Dun  It,"  and  DNA  Sequencing.  The  main  presenter  was  a 
former  ABRHS  student.  Dr.  Michelle  Gaudette  from  Tufts  Uni- 
versity. 

Sports  —  During  the  1993-94  school  year,  the  ABRHS  ath- 
letic program  achieved  success  in  many  areas.  Participation  was 
at  an  all-time-high  as  students  competed  on  50  teams.  Many  of 
our  student  athletes  were  honored  as  Dual  County  League  All  Stars. 
Several  were  also  chosen  for  All-Scholastic  teams.  State  champi- 
onships were  won  again  in  girls'  and  boys'  Swimming  and  Div- 
ing. 


Proscenium  Circus  —  As  usual,  Proscenium  Circus  pre- 
sented five  different  productions  -  student-written  plays;  class  com- 
petitive one-act  plays;  a  State  Drama  Festival  play  (which  ad- 
vanced to  the  .semi-finals);  a  fall  play.  The  Crucible,  which  was 
presented  to  all  members  of  the  sophomore  class  during  school 
time,  as  well  as  to  an  evening  audience;  and  the  annual  musical, 
Bamum,  which  was  seen  by  approximately  2,000  people  over  two 
weekends.  In  addition,  A-B  hosted  the  three-day  New  England 
Drama  Festival,  at  which  over  400  students  from  all  six  New  En- 
gland states  showcased  their  prize-winning  plays. 

The  School  Newspaper  —  The  staff  of  The  Spectrum  pro- 
duced six  editions  of  the  newspaper  for  the  1993-94  school  year  - 
one  more  than  the  previous  year.  To  meet  that  objective,  the  en- 
thusiastic and  dedicated  staff  committed  themselves  to  producing 
a  newspaper  of  which  the  entire  school  could  be  proud.  The  edi- 
tors, writers,  and  photographers  wear  many  hats  and  commit  them- 
selves to  excellence  in  the  production  of  The  Spectrum. 

Career  Opportunities  and  Practical  Experiences  were 
expanded  to  a  Job  Shadowing  week,  in  partnership  with  the  Acton 
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Acton  Rotary  Club.  These 
organizations  have  helped  students  find  adult  sponsors  to  host  one- 
day  visits  by  students  to  observe  occupations  of  interest  to  them. 

Senior  Planning  Program  —  The  Counseling  Department 
developed  a  program  for  seniors  who  were  unsure  about  what 
they  might  do  after  graduation.  In  response  to  what  these  stu- 
dents said  would  be  helpful  to  them,  the  Counseling  Depsulment 
held  workshops  on  career  exploration,  job  skills,  and  independent 
living,  and  formed  an  ongoing  support  group  which  met  weekly 
until  graduation. 

Music  and  Performing  Arts  —  At  the  State  MICA  Finals 
the  ABRHS  Marching  Band  earned  a  silver  medal.  In  addition  1 5 
students  were  selected  to  perform  in  the  concert  band,  jazz  band, 
and  chorus  at  the  Northeast  Senior  District  Music  Festival  in  Janu- 
ary. Eight  of  these  students  were  further  honored  with  an  all-state 
recommendation.  The  chorus  performed  in  numerous  commu- 
nity events,  including  the  Historical  Society's  Holiday  Party  and 
the  Senior  Citizens  Luncheon.  The  Band  went  to  a  music  festival 
at  Busch  Gardens  in  Virginia,  where  they  earned  a  silver  medal  in 
concert  band  and  jazz  and  first  place  for  the  marching  band. 

TECHNOLOGY  K-12 

Students  are  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  technologies 
throughout  their  school  career.  Every  student  does  a  great  deal  of 
writing  with  word-processing  software  on  a  variety  of  computers. 
With  the  aid  of  a  large  educational  software  collection,  students 
and  teachers  use  computers  to  reinforce  learning  experiences  in 
the  classroom  and  to  do  problem-solving  and  research.  Five  com- 
puter labs  provide  students  with  outstanding  facilities  to  work  in 
large  group  settings. 
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Secondary  library-media  centers  are  equipped  with  com- 
puters, CD-ROM,  Laser  Disk  technology,  and  modems  for  stu- 
dent research  and  other  curriculum-related  work.  Many  staff 
members  take  advantage  of  these  to  enhance  their  curriculum  pre- 
sentations. 

At  the  high  school  level,  courses  are  offered  in  PASCAL, 
BASIC  and  Advanced  Programming,  and  Problem  Solving. 

A  sateUite  dish  on  the  high  school  connects  all  of  the  schools 
to  the  Mass  LeamPike,  an  exciting  program  run  by  the  Mass. 
Corporation  for  Educational  Telecommunications  (MCET).  A 
wide  variety  of  exciting  opportunities  in  interactive  video  and  dis- 
tance-learning is  available  through  this  system. 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Program 
pubUshes  four  catalogues  per  year,  listing  a  wide  variety  of  courses 
and  programs  for  children,  teens  and  adults.  Included  are  classes 
in  music,  dance,  art,  crafts,  languages,  business,  computers,  self- 
awareness,  and  more.  During  1994, 9,500  persons  enrolled  in  the 
more  than  850  classes  offered. 

Since  1986,  Community  Education  has  conducted  all  recre- 
ation programs  for  the  town  of  Acton.  Included  are  the  Pool  and 
Fieldhouse  Program  at  ABRHS,  Youth  Basketball  League,  Sum- 
mer Day  Camp,  sports  clinics,  coaching  clinics,  swim  lessons. 
Youth  Swim  Team,  tennis  lessons,  down-hill  and  cross-country 
ski  lessons. 

The  Community  Education  Pre-School  Program  serves  as 
the  laboratory  for  the  Child  Development  curriculum  at  ABRHS. 
Twenty-one  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  work  in  the  program 
for  academic  credit  under  the  direction  of  the  Head  Teacher  and 
her  assistant.  The  Pre-School  serves  56  three-  and  four-year  olds 
each  year. 

An  Extended  Day  Program  for  children  in  grades  K-6  is 
also  located  at  ABRHS.  Extended  Day  provides  affordable,  high 
quality  before-  and  after-school  care  for  225  Acton  school  chil- 
dren. 

A  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  is  offered  for  children  old 
enough  to  attend  public  school  kindergarten  but  who  need  an  ex- 
tra year  to  grow  and  develop  before  taking  that  big  step.  Pre- 
Kindergarten,  which  serves  20  five-year-olds,  is  located  at  the 
Conant  Elementary  School. 

Community  Education  also  administers  the  Driver  Educa- 
tion Program.  This  program,  begun  in  the  fall  of  1990,  had  an 
enrollment  of  293  students  for  1994. 

Community  Education  collaborates  with  Widening  Horizons 
to  provide  career  planning  and  job  counseling  services,  and  with 


DIAL  (Directions  in  Adult  Learning)  to  provide  English  as  a  Sec- 
ond Language  instruction. 

Finally,  Community  Education  coordinates  the  scheduling 
of  school  facilities  and  town  and  school  fields.  Interested  group; 
should  contact  the  Community  Education  staff  at  266-2525. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

You  can  see  from  reading  this  report  that  the  Acton  Public 
and  Acton-Boxborough  School  Districts  are  a  complex  organiza- 
tion with  dedicated  staff  and  a  clear  mission  and  vision.  It  is  oui 
intention  to  continue  to  provide  efficient,  effective,  and  high-qual- 
ity education  to  the  communities  and  to  seek  continued  financial 
and  moral  support  for  our  very  important  endeavor. 

Isa  Kaftal  Zimmerman 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

on  behalf  of  the  School  Committees 
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MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


During  the  1994-95  school  year,  minuteman  celebrate  its 
20th  anniversary.  New  programs  have  been  opened  in  Environ- 
mental technology.  Dental  Assisting  and  Importing/Exporting,  and 
the  school  has  a  new  name.  By  a  vote  of  the  School  Committee, 
we  are  now  Minuteman  Science-Technology  High  School  and 
Adult  Career  Center.  This  name  reflects  the  emphasis  which  Min- 
uteman places  on  technical  literacy  for  all  of  its  students  to  equip 
them  for  success  in  today's  workplace. 

For  several  years,  Minuteman  staff  members  and  college- 
business  partners  have  been  implementing  new  school  programs 
on  the  basis  of  three  facts: 

1 )  Technical  literacy  is  a  basic  skill  now  needed  in  nearly 
every  career  field. 

2)  Many  outstanding  new  career  opportunities  are  emerg- 
ing in  fields  related  to  science  and  technology  (biotechnology, 
environmental  technology,  electro  mechanics,  energy-saving  con- 
struction, computer-controlled  vehicles,  etc.) 

3)  Successful  careers  must  now  be  based  on  continuous 
learning  and  improvement. 

These  facts  have  led  Minuteman  to  begin  technical  literacy 
programs  on  the  middle  school  level,  to  require  all  students  to 
take  a  minimum  of  three  years  of  science  and  learn  total  quality 
management  procedures  (TQM),  and  to  integrate  technical  and 
academic  learning  in  a  way  that  helps  many  students  to  achieve 
much  higher  levels  of  academic  proficiency.  The  school  has  also 
established  school-business-college  partnerships  that  are  now  rec- 
ognized as  among  the  best  in  the  nation. 

Dr.  Rollin  Johnson  of  Harvard  University  and  Project  Di- 
rector for  the  Education  Task  Force  of  the  Carnegie  Commission 
on  Science,  Technology  and  Government  has  headed  a  Study  Com- 
mission that  has  produced  a  strategic  blueprint  for  the  future  that 
Minuteman  Science-Technology  High  School  is  now  pursuing. 
With  the  help  of  business  and  industry  partners,  Minuteman  is 
seeking  state  and  federal  as  well  as  private  corporation  assistance 
for  its  role  as  a  science  center  for  age-unlimited  learning. 

Through  its  daytime,  afternoon,  evening  and  summer  classes 
and  its  satellite  technical  literacy  programs  for  middle  school  stu- 
dents, our  school  is  dedicated  to  providing  young  people  and  adults 
with  the  skills  for  success  in  the  college  classrooms  and  careers 
of  tomorrow. 

One  of  the  most  promising  careers  of  tomorrow  is  biotech- 
nology, and  minuteman  will  be  opening  a  Biotechnology  Career 
Academy  for  students  in  grades  10  through  1 2  under  a  grant  award 
just  announced  by  the  National  Science  Foundation  (NSF).  The 
project  is  collaborative  effort  designed  to  serve  as  a  national  model, 


giving  students  a  coordinated  learning  spectrum  from  Minuteman 
to  Middlesex  Community  College  to  Worcester  Polytechnic  In- 
stitute. 

The  Biotechnology  Career  Academy  will  operate  as  a  school- 
within-a-school  at  Minuteman  with  academic  and  technical  teach- 
ers working  together  in  teams.  Instructors  in  the  traditional  aca- 
demic areas  of  English,  chemistry,  biology,  mathematics  and  other 
disciplines  will  be  linked  with  technical  teachers  and  will  no  longer 
teach  in  an  autonomous  fashion,  but  will  be  participating  mem- 
bers of  professional  teams,  with  all  instructors  teaching  the  same 
group  of  students. 

Students  will  work  on  common  projects  that  explore  both 
academic  and  technical  learning  during  common  time.  This  broad- 
based  approach  to  education  will  allow  students  to  become  famil- 
iar with  multiple  career  path  is  within  the  biotechnology  industry 
and  to  receive  solid  preparation  for  continuing  their  education  at 
the  post-secondary  level. 

Scheduled  to  open  in  September,  1995,  the  Biotechnology 
Career  Academy's  program  curriculum  will  be  developed  jointly 
by  Minuteman,  Middlexsex  Community  College  and  Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute  and  disseminated  by  the  National  Science 
Foundation  as  a  national  model.  Admission  to  the  new  academy 
will  be  highly  selective,  based  on  testing,  interviews  and  recom- 
mendations. 

Another  national  Science  Foundation  grant— a  4-year  grant 
of  $335,000— will  establish  a  "Math/Science  Enhanced  Manufac- 
turing Technology  Training  Program"  for  females  and  minori- 
ties. TTie  project  is  designed  to  address  the  declining  achievement 
level  of  female  and  minority  students  in  math  and  science  as  they 
progress  through  the  educational  system. 

The  project  will  train  up  to  30  female  and  minority  middle 
and  high  school  teachers  to  become  leaders  in  their  schools,  show- 
ing them  how  to  provide  high  interest  manufacturing  technology 
based  hands-on  activities  to  support  and  enhance  challenging  math 
and  science  instruction  which  can  easily  be  incorporated  into  the 
participants'  school  curricula.  These  teachers  are  also  expected  to 
serve  as  role  models,  helping  female  and  minority  students  iden- 
tify and  combat  barriers  which  would  prevent  them  from  taking 
math  and  science  courses  and  preparing  them  for  careers  in  math 
and  science. 

The  new  program  is  an  outgrowth  of  another  National  Sci- 
ence Foundation  funded  project  at  Minuteman— the  "Math/Sci- 
ence Enhanced  Manufacturing  Project."  During  the  past  3  1/2  years 
this  project  has  linked  traditional  academic  education  in  math  and 
science  with  hands-on  experiences  in  high  technology  manufac- 
turing at  Minuteman,  combined  with  outreach  to  area  middle 
schools. 
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Through  this  NSF  project,  Minuteman  estabHshed  a  part- 
nership with  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology's  Lincoln 
Laboratory,  Harvard  University,  Digital  Equipment  Corporation, 
Raytheon  Corporation,  Polaroid  Corporation,  Vermont  Circuits, 
Inc.,  Middlesex  Community  College  and  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  Lowell,  which  made  possible  the  construction  of  a 
pilot  manufacturing  laboratory  for  Minuteman  students.  During 
the  past  3  years  this  lab  has  also  been  used  for  NSF-funded  sum- 
mer institutes  which  gave  1 20  middle  and  high  school  students 
and  24  teachers  from  Minuteman  district  towns  an  opportunity  to 
work  together  designing,  building,  testing  and  troubleshooting 
small  programmable  robots.  Another  outcome  of  this  project  has 
been  the  establishment  of  Math/Science  Integrated  Technology 
Laboratories  in  Lexington,  Concord,  Acton  and  Lancaster  middle 
schools,  staffed  by  Minuteman  science  teachers  and  serving  stu- 
dents from  these  towns  as  well  as  Belmont,  Bolton,  Stow,  Sudbury, 
Lincoln  and  Carlisle. 

During  1994,  Minuteman  students  and  staff  continued  to 
earn  honors  for  the  excellence  of  their  skills.  At  the  national  Stu- 
dent Robotics  Automation  Contest  sponsored  by  the  Society  of 
Manufacturing  Engineers  at  Purdue  University,  freshman  Courtney 
Eckhardt  of  Arlington  and  sophomore  Hilary  Prezblynski  of 
Sudbury  won  the  Robot  Maze  contest,  junior  Michael  Ehman  of 
Belmont  won  the  Pick  and  Place  competition  with  his  Scorbot 
robot,  and  junior  Steve  Taliadouros  of  Dracut  was  third  in  the 
Robot  Maze  Open  competition. 

At  the  national  Vocational  Industrial  Clubs  of  America  Skill 
Olympics,  Eric  Anderson  of  Arlington  became  the  third  Minute- 
man  student  to  win  the  national  championship  in  Collision  Repair 
Technology.  Other  national  winners  from  Minuteman  were  Wayne 
Hederstedt  of  Fitchburg,  second  place  in  the  post-graduate  Air 
Conditioning  &  Refrigeration  competition  and  Julie  D'Agostino 
of  Wellesley,  certificate  of  merit  in  the  Nursing  Assistant  compe- 
tition. For  the  ninth  year  in  a  row,  Minuteman  horticulture  stu- 
dents won  top  honors  for  their  exhibit  at  the  New  England  Flower 
Show. 

In  athletics,  a  total  of  25  Minuteman  students  were  named 
to  Commonwealth  and  Colonial  Conference  all  star  teams  in  foot- 
ball, soccer,  swimming,  wrestling,  hockey,  baseball,  basketball 
and  Softball. 

Minuteman's  Director  of  Special  Needs  Gerald  Less  re- 
ceived a  special  leadership  and  service  award  from  the  state  asso- 
ciation of  vocational  special  needs  personnel  (M.A.V.E.S.N.P.). 


Minuteman  Science  instructor  Dr.  David  Form  received  a  na-i 
tional  Access  Excellence  Award,  given  to  outstanding  Biology 
teachers  by  Gentech  Corporation.  Dr.  Form  is  the  current  Presi- 
dent of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Biology  Teachers. 

Minuteman  Academic  and  Technology  coordinator  James* 
Amara  has  been  appointed  to  a  state  Math/Science  Advisory  Coun- 
cil which  will  review  the  state's  mathematics  and  science  curricu- 
lum frameworks.  Minuteman  Electromechanical  Technology  in- 
structor Theresa  Jay  was  invited  to  spend  a  week  in  Erlagen,  Ger- 
many as  a  guest  research  scientist  in  the  area  of  refractive  micrc 
lenses.  Minuteman  technology  students  benefit  from  her  exper- 
tise in  the  laser  technology  program  which  she  teaches. 

Minuteman  Graphics  Department  Head  Michael  Ciccarelli 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Boston  Litho  Club. 
Computer  Technology  instructor  Patrick  Meredith  is  currently 
Administrative  Vice-President  of  the  Merrimack  Chapter  of  Toast- 
masters  International.  English/Communications  Department  Head' 
David  Reid  is  a  cited  reviewer  in  the  current  D.C.  Health  gram- 
mar and  composition  textbook  series. 

In  this,  our  twentieth  year,  we  are  proud  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  our  staff  and  students  and  of  the  positive  impact  Minute- 
man  Science-Technology  High  School  and  Adult  Career  Center 
is  having  on  the  lives  of  our  students  and  on  the  economy  of  our 
state. 

THE  MINUTEMEN  REGIONAL 
VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Acton  -  Robert  Wiltse,  Secretary  1997 

Arlington  -  John  P.  Donahue  1997 

Belmont  -  Herbert  M.  Yood  1995 

Bolton  -  Anita  M.  Ware  1996 

Boxborough  -  Kenneth  Whitcomb  1997 

Carlisle  -  William  Churchill,  Vice-Chairperson  1997 

Concord  -  Lawrence  D.  Lorah  1995 

Dover  -  Nancy  Dowd  1996 

Lancaster  -  Fred  A.  Reed  1997 

Lexington  -  Nyles  N.  Bamert,  Chairperson  1996 

Lincoln  -  Harold  A.  Levey,  Jr.  1995 

Needham  -  Kenneth  D.  Mullen,  Jr.  1995 

Stow  -  Frances  Hyden  1996 

Sudbury  -  Glenn  L.  Noland  1995 

Wayland  -  Elaine  Sweeney  1996 

Weston  -  Joseph  J.  Gazzola  1996 
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MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

OPERATING  FUND 

COMPARISON  OF  BUDGET  TO  ACTUAL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1994 

(UNAUDITED) 

FY  93 

FY  94 

Actual/ 

Transfer/ 

Revenues 

/\CIU<1I 

JLIILUlllUCi  t:U 

Receipts 

Available 

Assessments 

6,193,550 

6,269,979 

6,269,979 

0 

0 

Chap  70 

1,573,199 

2  092  203 

2  092  203 

0 

0 

Other  St  Aid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  Trans  Ch.  71 

479,675 

418,874 

418,874 

0 

0 

i  RegCh71 

414,535 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  Other 

104,491 

430,750 

430,750 

0 

0 

.  App  Sur 

481,580 

377,325 

377,325 

0 

0 

d  Tuition 

766,427 

800,000 

800,000 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

10,013,457 

10,389,131 

10,389,131 

0 

0 

.  EXPENSES 

.  Bldg  Trades 

77,064 

82,965 

81,734 

623 

1,854 

[  Comm  Serv 

20,966 

16,910 

19,808 

1,944 

-954 

f  Electronics 

24,104 

23,471 

27,664 

2,811 

-1,382 

Graphics 

87,377 

89,177 

98,244 

-44 

-9,111 

Health  Instr 

22,596 

25,525 

25,541 

6 

-10 

Metal  Fab 

42,669 

38,987 

42,502 

1,127 

-2,388 

Power  Mech 

25,091 

18,275 

15,200 

225 

3,300 

Techn 

20,690 

45,505 

47,302 

580 

-1,217 

Aft  Program 

13,015 

13,870 

18,414 

5,459 

915 

Reg  Occup 

79,748 

9,930 

105,564 

96,605 

971 

Spec  Trades 

8,094 

9,210 

8,847 

0 

363 

ROTC 

3,873 

3,000 

2,982 

0 

18 

Commun 

13,039 

12,550 

15,650 

1,600 

-1,500 

Human  Rel 

4,866 

6,490 

3,669 

150 

2.971 

Math 

10,694 

16,760 

14,854 

-2,232 

-326 

Science 

23,593 

41,120 

50,660 

1,612 

-7,928 

Phys  Educ 

6,701 

9,265 

6,571 

5 

2,699 

Athletics 

69,402 

82,950 

70,154 

1,987 

14,783 

Bus  Instr 

4,193 

4,550 

2,977 

0 

1,573 

For  Language 

1,024 

1,300 

7,440 

89 

-6,051 

Art 

8,821 

9,150 

8,833 

0 

317 

Music 

483 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Driver  Ed 

1,375 

0 

2,412 

2,210 

-202 

Instru  Res 

53,210 

56,275 

67,589 

3,100 

-8,214 

Pupil  Supp 

28,062 

35,493 

32,636 

295 

3,152 

Principal 

81,024 

77,500 

87,912 

8,534 

-1,878 

Voc  Co-Ordn 

7,543 

7,650 

7,489 

609 

770 

Computer  Serv 

31,223 

37,806 

32,019 

1,145 

6,932 

Dean 

2,383 

3,015 

5,676 

590 

-2,071 

Dist  Prog 

4,716 

4,900 

4,159 

0 

741 

Legal  Fees 

18,105 

20,000 

40,063 

0 

-20,063 

Audit  Fees 

25,000 

25,000 

27,500 

0 

-2.500 

Superint 

3,954 

4.650 

9.666 

81 

-4,935 

81 


Plann/ACAD 

64,703 

51,260 

51,859 

1,092 

493 

Business  Off 

14,358 

16,550 

16,934 

28 

-356 

Risk  Ins 

115,605 

120,900 

112,105 

0 

8,795 

Ret/Empl  Bnft 

1,140,606 

1,169,477 

1,190,346 

83,256 

62,387 

Transp 

564,679 

635,040 

600,025 

0 

35,015 

Cafe 

606 

1,100 

1,474 

0 

-374 

Oper  &  Main 

710,804 

796,400 

771,410 

7,219 

32,209 

Equip  Pur 

168,004 

281,240 

295,025 

13,785 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Salaries 

6,197,803 

6,483,915 

6,416,930 

23,216 

90,201 

TOTAL 

9,801,866 

10,389,131 

10,447,839 

257,707 

198,999 

EXCESS  REV 

211,591 

0 

-58,708 

257,707 

198,999 
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ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1, 1992 


Town 

96 

95 

94 

93 

Pg 

Total 

Acton 

13 

10 

9 

13 

6 

51 

Arlington 

35 

39 

56 

29 

28 

187 

Belmont 

9 

8 

6 

6 

7 

36 

Bolton 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

9 

Boxborough 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

15 

Carlisle 

0 

3 

0 

2 

1 

6 

Concord 

6 

7 

1 

4 

3 

21 

Dover 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Lancaster 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

14 

Lexington 

12 

9 

6 

11 

9 

47 

Lincoln 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Needham 

9 

5 

10 

8 

7 

39 

Stow 

3 

4 

4 

15 

1 

27 

Sudbury 

4 

4 

4 

8 

6 

26 

Wayland 

3 

2 

6 

4 

3 

18 

Weston 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

Tuition 

56 

34 

38 

33 

22 

183 

TOTAL 

157 

134 

156 

145 

99 

691 

ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1, 1994 


Town 

97 

96 

95 

94 

Pg 

Total 

Acton 

2 

2 

9 

1 1 

13 

37 

Arlington 

35 

35 

28 

30 

24 

152 

Belmont 

7 

6 

11 

6 

8 

38 

Bolton 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

Boxborough 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

12 

Carlisle 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

7 

Concord 

7 

11 

3 

2 

7 

30 

Dover 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Lancaster 

2 

6 

1 

8 

1 

18 

Lexington 

4 

6 

8 

9 

17 

44 

Lincoln 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Needham 

13 

6 

8 

3 

5 

35 

Stow 

8 

10 

3 

1 

5 

27 

QiiHhiirv 

4 

4 

4 

7 

/ 

Wayland 

1 

1 

3 

3 

0 

8 

Weston 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Tuition 

122 

97 

77 

46 

43 

385 

TOTAL 

213 

190 

162 

128 

139 

832 

ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1, 1993 


Town 

Acton 

Arlington 

Belmont 

Bolton 

Boxborough 

Carlisle 

Concord 

Dover 

Lancaster 

Lexington 

Lincoln 

Needham 

Stow 

Sudbury 

Wayland 

Weston 

Tuition 


97 

2 
36 
5 
0 
3 
1 

10 
0 
9 
2 
4 
9 
9 
4 
3 
0 

80 


96 

9 
30 
9 
1 
4 
1 
4 
0 
1 

10 
1 
9 
4 
4 
3 
0 

70 


95 

10 
35 
9 
0 
2 
3 
5 
0 
5 
9 
0 
5 
3 
4 
3 
0 
45 


94 

7 
46 
5 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
7 
1 

9 
5 
3 
6 
3 
41 


Pg 

13 
25 
7 
1 
3 
4 
6 
1 
1 

17 
1 
8 
2 
9 
3 
0 

47 


Total 
41 
172 
35 
8 

14 
10 
26 

2 
20 
45 

7 
40 
23 
24 
18 

3 

283 


MINUTEMAN  TECH 
Members  of  the  Class  of  1994 
from  Acton 

Jody  Nielson  Beaulac 
Karen  Lea  Brogan 
Todd  M.  Cotter 
Abigail  Lascher 
Carl  Thomas  Nolin 
Elizabeth  Ann  North 
John  Henderson  Ross 
Matthew  Scurfield 
Jeerson  R.  Urizandi 


TOTAL 


177 


160      138      148  148 


771 


83 


FINANCIAL  REPORTS 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


This  report  covers  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1994.  Included  are  the  follow- 
ing statements: 

1.  Report  of  Trust  Fund  activity 

2.  Independent  Auditor's  Report  on  Compliance 

3.  Combined  Balance  Sheet  of  All  Fund  Types 

4.  Combined  Statement  of  Revenues,  Expenditures,  and 
Changes  in  Fund  Equity. 

5.  Combined  Statement  of  Revenues  and  Expenditures  - 
Budgetary  Basis. 


Schedule  A,  the  Annual  Report  of  Receipts  and  Disburse- 
ments for  the  Town  of  Acton  for  Fiscal  Year  1994,  is  available  for 
examination  at  the  office  of  the  Town  Accountant  weekdays  from 
8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

The  financial  records  of  the  Town  of  Acton  are  available 
for  viewing  in  the  Accounting  Department  at  the  Town  Hall. 


Sharon  L.  Summers 
Town  Accountant 


TRUST  FUNDS 
JUNE  30, 1994 


7/1/93 

New 

Interest 

6/30/94 

Name 

Balance 

Principal 

Income 

Expenditure 

Balance 

T-05  Betsy  M.  Ball 

10,095.26 

10,095.26 

T-05  Betsy  M.  Ball 

Income 

40,967.84 

3,838.30 

8,264.48 

36,541.66 

T-28  Vamum  Tuttle  Memo 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

T-28  Vamum  Tuttle  Memo 

Income 

55.851.40 

4,575.43 

926.14 

59,500.69 

T-16  Elizabeth  M.  White 

25,000.00 

25,000.00 

T-16  Elizabeth  M.  White 

Income 

6,566.01 

2,608.30 

2,768.15 

6,406.16 

T-18  George  E.  Whitney 

14,073.70 

14,073.70 

T-18  George  E.Whitney 

Income 

10,307.25 

1,749.78 

0.00 

12,057.03 

Sub-Total  Group  1 

172,861.46 

0.00 

12,771.81 

11,958.77 

173,674.50 

T-03  George  T.  Ames 

465.49 

465.49 

T-03  George  T.  Ames 

Income 

692.01 

82.88 

72.00 

702.89 

T-04  Arlette  Appleyard 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-04  Arlette  Appleyard 

Income 

3,623.79 

401.29 

272.50 

3,752.58 

T-24  Luke  Blanchard 

2,419.24 

2,419.24 

T-24  Luke  Blanchard 

Income 

4,585.84 

495.06 

312.50 

4,768.40 

T-07  A.B.  Conant  Family 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-07  A.B.  Conant  Family 

Income 

2,124.39 

225.36 

188.00 

2,161.75 

T-10  Dr.  Robert  I  Davis 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-10  Dr.  Robert  I  Davis 

Income 

2,183.05 

227.54 

168.00 

2,242.59 

T-1 1  Martha  L.  Desmond 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

T-1 1  Martha  L.  Desmond 

Income 

5,575.11 

606.27 

509.50 

5,671.88 

T-20  Frank  C.  Hay  ward 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-20  Frank  C.  Hay  ward 

Income 

5,261.56 

437.62 

103.50 

5,595.68 

T-21  Hoit&  Scott 

500.00 

500.00 

T-21  Hoit&  Scott 

Income 

957.76 

105.41 

83.00 

980.17 

T-27  Susan  Noyes  Hosmer 

102,238.95 

102,238.95 

T-27  Susan  Noyes  Hosmer 

Income 

127,185.26 

16,377.45 

11,670.94 

131,891.77 

T-34  Jenks  Family 

142,176.26 

142,176.26 

T-34  Jenks  Family 

Income 

109.071.15 

17,969.46 

13,534.34 

113,506.27 

T-36  Ernest  C.  Jones 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-36  Ernest  C.  Jones 

Income 

972.76 

141.75 

115.00 

999.51 
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7/1/93 

New 

Interest 

6/30/94 

Name 

Balance 

Principal 

Income 

Expenditure 

Balance 

T-23 

Frank  R.  Knowlton 

1,000.00 

1.000.00 

T-23 

Frank  R.  Knowlton 

Income 

1,538.80 

183.19 

155.00 

1,566.99 

T-22 

Mrs.  Harry  O'Neil 

372.39 

37  2.. ^9 

T-22 

Mrs.  Harry  O'Neil 

Income 

955.49 

92.33 

39.00 

1 ,008.82 

T-06 

Perpetual  Care  (Old) 

178,259.92 

178,259,92 

T-06 

Perpetual  Care  (Old) 

Income 

151,384.66 

23,979.88 

19,425.00 

155,939.54 

T-05 

Perpetual  Care  (New) 

336,620.00 

47,660.00 

384,280.00 

T-05 

Perpetual  Care  (New) 

Income 

86,979.73 

28,151.12 

25,729.00 

89,401.85 

T-26 

Henry  S.  Raymond  Care 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-26 

Henry  S.  Raymond  Care 

Income 

4,283.18 

450.71 

389.00 

4,344.89 

T-25 

Henry  S.  Raymond  Monument 

700.00 

700.00 

T-25 

Henry  S.  Raymond  Monument 

Income 

6,520.32 

493.60 

18.00 

6,995.92 

T-12 

Elbridge  Jones  Robbins  &  Desc 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-12 

Elbridge  Jones  Robbins  &  Desc  Income 

1,612.54 

186.82 

111.00 

1,688.36 

T-13 

Elbridge  J.  Robbins,  Woodlawn 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

T-13 

Elbridge  J.  Robbins,  Woodlawn  Income 

2,469.10 

283.51 

238.00 

2,514.61 

T-14 

Captain  Robbins,  Woodlawn 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

T-14 

Captain  Robbins,  Woodlawn 

Income 

10,173.47 

875.25 

329.00 

10,719.72 

T-15 

Eth  &  Fred  Rob  &  Geo  T.  Ames 

21,210.08 

21,210.08 

T-15 

Eth  &  Fred  Rob  &  Geo  T.  Ames  Income 

68,223.17 

6,251.773,162.5071,312.44 

T-35 

Mary  E.  Smith 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-35 

Mary  E.  Smith 

Income 

2,157.62 

300.23 

256.00 

2,201.85 

T-31 

Sarah  A.  Watson 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

T-31 

Sarah  A.  Watson 

Income 

4,813.04 

516.86 

334.50 

4,995.40 

T-33 

Currie  F.  Wells 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

T-33 

Currie  F.  Wells 

Income 

13,759.87 

1,157.30 

144.50 

14,772.67 

T-29 

J.  Roland  Wetherbee 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

T-29 

J.  Roland  Wetherbee 

Income 

60,399.22 

4.834.94 

454.50 

64,779.66 

T-19 

Georga  A.  Whitney 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

T-19 

Georga  A.  Whitney 

Income 

1,380.23 

208.63 

163.50 

1,425.36 

Sub-Total  Group  2 

1,499,845.45 

47,660.00 

105,036.23 

77,977.78 

1,574,563.90 

T-01 

Acton  High  Sch.  Connant 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

T-01 

Acton  High  Sch.  Connant 

Income 

605.79 

332.94 

832.40 

106.33 

T-70 

Mark  Clapp  Memorial 

1,142.00 

1,142.00 

T-70 

Mark  Clapp  Memorial 

Income 

317.92 

103.95 

146.95 

274.92 

T-72 

Charlotte  Conant 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 

T-72 

Charlotte  Conant 

Income 

(301.32) 

109.04 

(555.83) 

363.55 

T-74 

Minnie  Davis 

336.50 

336.50 

T-74 

Minnie  Davis 

Income 

129.44 

32.71 

0.00 

162.15 

T-76 

Hiram  J.  Hapgood 

200.00 

200.00 

T-76 

Hiram  J.  Hapgood 

Income 

373.93 

39.98 

0.00 

413.91 

T-78 

Susan  &  Luther  Conant 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-78 

Susan  &  Luther  Conant 

Income 

3,341.80 

300.23 

827.86 

2,814.17 

T-90 

Katherine  M.  Kinsley 

9,461.75 

9,461.75 

T-90 

Katherine  M.  Kinsley 

Income 

4,021.59 

1,025.00 

0.00 

5,046.59 

T-80 

Mildred  P.  Moore 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-80 

Mildred  P.  Moore 

Income 

2,429.59 

316.22 

2,158.82 

586.99 

T-82 

Memorial  Library  Planters 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-82 

Memorial  Library  Planters 

Income 

1,450.21 

175.92 

89.59 

1,536.54 

T-84 

Newell  B.  Tainter 

11,606.54 

11,606.54 

T-84 

Newell  B.  Tainter 

Income 

5,649.46 

1,209.64 

2,628.53 

4,230.57 

T-86 

Luke  Tuttle 

200.00 

200.00 
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Name 


7/1/93  New  Interest  6/30/94 

Balance        Principal  Income         Expenditure  Balance 


T-86  Luke  Tuttle  Income 
T-17  Georgia  E.  Whitney 
T- 17  Georgia  E.  Whitney  Income 
T-88  William  A.  Wilde 
T-88  William  A.  Wilde  Income 
Sub-Total  Group  3 

T-02  Acton  Firemens  Relief 
T-02  Acton  Firemens  Relief  Income 
T-37  Acton  Youth  Programs 
T-37  Acton  Youth  Programs  Income 
T-09  Conservation  Fund  Income 
T-41  Drum  Tricentenial 
T-40  James  E.  Kinsley 
T-40  James  E.  Kinsley  Income 
T-32  West  Acton  Firemans  Relief  Income 
Sub-Total  Group  4 

Charlott  L.  Goodnow 

Charlott  L.  Goodnow  Income 

Sub-Total  Group  5 

GRAND  TOTAL 


815.19 

69.06 

0.00 

884.25 

15,000.00 

15,000.00 

2,661.89 

1,325.22 

0.00 

3,987.11 

Q  Ann  r\f\ 

9,000.00 

j,/4j.4/ 

1    1  f\C\  1 

1,109.32 

5,204.46 

1,650.33 

Q7  /COT  nc 

n  nn 

6,149.23 

1 1,332.78 

78,504.20 

Q  sin  n 

c\  o or\  c\f\ 

9,830.00 

on  \  Af^  QQ 
O  /,  140.00 

0,6z4.6y 

Tit  CT 

93,771.57 

Z1,U/4.UU 

1   AT  A  AA 

21,074.00 

4,1  jo./Z 

1   Qnf\  A  A 

1  m  1  0 

3,816.53 

on  (^AQ  nn 
zU,04o.UU 

1  '3m  "^o 
i,jyi.Jo 

A  AA 

0.00 

T^  AO  A  '30 

22,039.38 

447.16 

30.53 

477.69 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

269.69 

3,223.61 

8,356.85 

570.66 

8,927.51 

ICC  C AC  C\'i 

155,595.03 

0.00 

10,757.39 

2,192.13 

164,160.29 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

183.72 

193.37 

0.00 

377.09 

3.183.72 

0.00 

193.37 

0.00 

3,377.09 

1,915,173.41 

47,660.00 

134,908.03 

103,461.46 

1,994,279.98 
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BROWN  &  BARREH 


CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTAhfTS 


25  Cemetery  Street  .  P.O.  Box  230 
Mendon,  Massactiusetts  01756 


(608)478-3941 
FAX;  (508)  478-1779 


Robert  E.  Brown  II.  C  P  A 
Stephen  G.  Barrett.  C  P  A 


INDEPENDENT  AUDITOR'S  REPORT  ON  COMPLIANCE  WITH 
LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  BASED  ON  AN  AUDIT  OF 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS  PERFORMED  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH 
GOVERNMENT  AUDITING  STANDARDS 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts 


We  have  audited  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  of  the  Town 
of  Acton,   Massachusetts  for  the  year  ended  June  30,   1994  and  have 
issued  our  report  thereon,  which  was  qualified  in  several  respects, 
dated  January  13,  1995. 

We  have  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
auditing  standards.   Government  Auditing  Standards,   issued  by  the 
Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States,   and  the  provisions  of 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget  Circular  A- 128,    "Audits  of  State  and 
Local  Governments".  Those  standards  and  0MB  Circular  A-128  require 
that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audit  to  obtain  reasonable  assurance 
about  whether  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  are  free  of 
material  misstatement. 

Compliance  with  laws,   regulations,   contracts,   and  grants  applicable 
to  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,   is  the  responsibility  of  Town 
of  Acton,   Massachusetts,   management.   As  part  of  obtaining  reasonable 
assurance  about  whether  the  general  purpose  financial  statements  are 
free  of  material  misstatement,  we  performed  tests  of  the  Town's 
compliance  with  certain  provisions  of  laws,   regulations,  contracts, 
and  grants.  However,   our  objective  was  not  to  provide  an  opinion  on 
overall  compliance  with  such  provisions.  Accordingly,   we  not  express 
such  an  opinion. 

The  results  of  our  tests  indicate  that,   with  respect  to  the  items 
tested,   the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,   complied,   in  all  material 
respects,   with  the  provisions  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph.  With  respect  to  items  not  tested,   nothing  came  to  our 
attention  that  caused  us  to  believe  that  the  Town  had  not  complied, 
in  all  material  respects,   with  those  provisions. 

This  report  is  intended  for  the  use  of  management  of  the  Town  of 
Acton,  Massachusetts.  This  restriction  is  not  intended  to  limit  the 
distribution  of  this  report,   which  is  a  matter  of  public  record. 


Brown  &  Barrett 


Certified  Public  Accountants 


January  13,  1995 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  BALANCE  SHEET 
ALL  FUND  TYPES  AND  ACCOUNT  GROUP 
JUNE  30, 1994 


Total 

Total 

Proprietary 

Fiduciary 

Account 

Primary 

Component  Reporting 

Governmental  Fund  Types 

Fund  Types 

Fund  Types 

Group 

Government 

Unit 

J^ntity^ 

General 

Total 

Total 

Special 

Capital 

Internal 

Trust  and 

Long-Term 

(Memorandum  School 

fl^pmAmnHiinn 
\ivicilltll  aliuuill 

General 

Revenue 

Projects 

Service 

Agency 

Uebi 

Only) 

District 

ASSETS  AND  OTHER  DEBITS: 

Cash  and  Other  Equivalents  4,974,323 

2,995,480 

343,180 

Z,l  J0,05U 

1  ,jZj,zUj 

11,994,868 

1,485,528 

Investments 

— 

— 

1 ,904,348 

1.904,348 



1  904  348 

Investment  in  Deferred 

Compensation  Plan 

— 

— 

OAC  1/1 0 

805,342 

— 

RECEIVABLES: 

Property  Taxes 

470,376 

— 

— 

470,376 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

160,440 

— 

— 

1           A  At\ 

160,440 

160,440 

Other  Excise  Taxes 

49,061 

— 

49,061 

I 

49,061 

Tax  Titles 

998,389 

998,389 

— 

998.389 

Departmental 

8,146 

68,832 

z 

14,  /Ul 

91,679 

189,421 

281,100 

Intergovernmental 

294.382 

— 





294,382 

— 

294,382 

Other  Assets 

17,891 





694,869 

— 

— 

712.760 

— 

712.760 

Amount  to  be  provided  for 

Retirement  of  General 

Long — Term  Obligations  — 

— 

— 

2,  J 1 1  ,(JoU 

2.311.080 

1,699,643 

4  010  723 

Total  Assets  and 

Other  Debits 

6,678,626 

3.358,694 

343,180 

1  O  CO  C  Af\ 

2,853.549 

4,247,596 

2,31 1,080 

19,792.725 

3,374,592 

23  167  317 

LDVBILITIES,  FUND  EQUITY 

AND  OTHER  CREDITS: 

Accounts  Payable 

939,544 

138,744 

— 

f^CA  AAA 

25U.0U0 

1.328,288 

555,972 

1  884  960 

Payroll  Withholdings  Payable  43,526 

— 

— 

43,526 

— 

43.526 

Other  Liabilities 

17,883 

£Af\  ncA 

649,954 

667,837 

49,427 

717,264 

Compensated  Absences 

— 

— 

188,967 

697,424 

886,391 

Deferred  Compensation  Payable  — 

— 

— 

— 

805.342 

805,342 

— 

805,342 

Reserve  for  Abatements 

371,544 

— 

— 

371,544 

— 

1,757,544 

Deferred  Revenue 

1,378,920 

361,214 

— 

1.757.755 

— 

1,757,755 

Obligations  Under  Capital  Leases  — 

— 

— 

■JCT  AA'^ 

353,442 

372,219 

725,661 

Bonds  Payable 





1 ,  /Oo,0  / 1 

1,768,671 

630,000 

2.398.671 

Total  Liabilities 

2,751,417 

499,958 



OCA  AAA 

1  ATy  on 

Till  {\9.f\ 

7,285,372 

2,305,042 

9.590,414 

FUND  EQUITY: 

Retained  Earnings: 

Unreserved: 





^  ^ A**  C  AC\ 

2,603,549 

2,603,549 

Fund  Balances: 

Reserved 

Encumbrances: 

2,011,700 

65,584 

2,077.284 

106,590 

2,183,874 

Endowments: 



1,048,994 



1,048,994 

194.920 

1,243,914 

Unreserved 

Designated 

165.738 

2,793152 

343.180 

1.725,685 

5,027,755 

631,632 

5,659,387 

Undesignated 

1.749,771 

1,749,771 

136.408 

1,886,179 

Total  Fund  Equity 

3,927,209 

2,858.736 

343,180 

2.603,549 

2,774,679 

12,507,353 

1,069,550 

13,576,903 

Total  Liabilities,  Fund  Equity 

And  Other  Credits 

6,678,626 

3,358.736 

343,180 

2,853,549 

4,247,596 

2,311,080 

19,792,725 

3,374.592 

23,167,317 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 

COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES,  EXPENDITURES,  AND  CHANGES  IN  FUND  EQUITY 
ALL  GOVERNMENTAL  FUND  TYPES  AND  EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1994 


Governmental  Fund  Types 
Special 


Fiduciary 
Fund  Type 


Total 
Primary 
Government 


Component 
Unit 


Total 
Reporting 
Entity 


Capital 


Total 

Expendable  (Memorandum 


School 


Total 
(Memorandum 


General 

Revenue 

Projects 

Trust 

Only) 

District 

Only) 

REVENUES 

Property  Taxes 

25.611.238 

— 

— 

— 

25.611.238 

— 

25.611.238 

Member  Town  Assessments 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.565,739 

1,565,739 

Intergovernmental  —  State 

2.118,874 

259,684 

— 

— 

2,378,558 

— 

2,378,558 

Intergovernmental  —  Federal 



180.847 



— 

180,847 

— 

180,847 

Intergovernmental 



180,847 





180,847 

— 

180,847 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1,292,943 







1,292,943 

— 

1,292,943 

Investment  Income 

206,087 





83,153 

289,240 

27,059 

316,299 

Other 

1,153.006 

T,944,944 

— 

— 

3,097,950 

2,883.905 

5,981,855 

Total  Revenues 

'30.382,148 

2,385~47~5 

— 

83,153 

32,850,776 

8.449,593 

41,300.369 

EXPENDITURES: 

CURRENT: 

General  Government 

2,224,433 

630,265 

— 

32,051 

2,886,749 

— 

2.866.749 

Public  Safety 

3,347,142 

931 

3,348,073 

3.348.073 

Education 

9,802,086 

677.479 





10.479,565 

14,626,983 

25,106.548 

Public  Works 

2,108,505 

1.537.789 





3,646,294 

— 

3,646,294 

Library 

364.474 

40,544 

— 



405,018 

— 

405.018 

Pensions 

1,032,228 

— 

— 



1,032,228 

— 

1,032.228 

Insurance 

1,365,000 



— 



1,365,000 

— 

1.365,000 

State  and  County  Assessments 

70,959 







70,959 

— 

70,959 

Capital  Outlay 









877.007 

877,007 

Debt  Service: 

Principal  Retirement 

535.000 

535,000 

290,000 

825.000 

Interest 

96,953 







96,953 

44,487 

825.000 

Total  Expenditures 

20.946.780 

2.887^008 



32,051 

23.865,839 

15,838,477 

39.704.316 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

Over  Expenditures 

9,435,368 

(501,533) 

— 

51,102 

8,984,937 

(7,388,884) 

1.596.053 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES): 

Proceeds  from  Permanent  Financing  — 

440,300 

440,300 

440.300 

Operating  Transfers  In 

314.290 

1.416,030 

70,494 

1.800.814 

7,598,097 

9,398.911 

Operating  Transfer  Out 

(9,014,127) 

(242,840) 

(71,-0) 

(9,328.417) 

(9,328,417) 

Total  Other  Financing 

Sources  (Uses) 

(8.699.837) 

I,173U9p 

440.300 

(956) 

(7.087.303) 

7,598,097 

510.794 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 

And  Other  Financing  Sources 

Over  Expenditures  and  Other 

Financing  Uses 

735.531 

671.657 

440,300 

50,146 

1.897.634 

209,213 

2.106,847 

Fund  Equity  at  Beginning  of  Year 

3.191,678 

2.187.079 

(97.120) 

1,675,539 

6.957.176 

860,337 

7,817,513 

Fund  Equity  at  End  of  Year 

3,927,209 

2,858.736 

343,180 

1.725,685 

8.854.810 

1,069,550 

9,924,360 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
COMBINED  STATEMENT  OF  REVENUES  AND  EXPENDITURES  —  BUDGETARY  BASIS 
GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL  REVENUE  FUNDS  —  BUDGET  AND  ACTUAL 
YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30, 1994 


Annually  Budgeted 


REVENUES:  J 

Property  Taxes 
Intergovernmental  —  State 
Charges  for  Services 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Investment  Income 
Other 
Total  Revenues 

EXPEDITURES: 

Municipal  Government 
Acton  Local  Schools 

Acton — Boxborough  Regional  School  Dist. 
Minutemen  Regional  School  District 
State  and  County  Assessments 
Capital  Outlay  Articles: 
Cemetery  Improvements 
Fuel  Storage  Tanks 
Transfer  Station 

Council  on  Aging  Transportation  Systems 
Nursing  Services 
Merriam  School  Rental  Services 
Scptage  Disposal 
Total  Expenditures 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues 
Over  Expenditures 

OTHER  FINANCING  SOURCES  (USES): 

Operating  Transfers  In 
Operating  Transfers  Out 
Total  Other  Financing  Sources  (Uses) 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenues  And 
Other  Financing  Sources  Over 
Expenditures  and  Other  Financing  Uses 

OTHER  BUDGET  ITEMS: 

Net  Transfer  From  Undesignated  Fund  Balance 
Net  Budget  and  Actual 


Special  Revenue  Funds 

V  oi  laiiLC 

Variance 

Favorable 

Favorable 

Budget 

Actual 

(Unfavorable) 

Budget 

Actual 

(Unfavorable) 

25.389,037 

25.390,121 

1,084 

9  118  874 

947  S6S 

9^^7  179 

1  977  tOft 

1  010  094 

inn  (W) 

'>n6  0X7 

106  087 

— 





830.000 

I.I  53.006 

323.006 

29,510.346 

30.161.031 

650.685 

267. 1 72^ 

1  277^196 

1  010024 

1!  1 II  465 

11,111  t^yjj 

10  891  519 

2 1 9.946 

9  181  864 

9  181  864 

7  598  097 

7  598  097 

648,321 

648,321 

66  968 

70  959 

99n 

33.500 

33.500 

60,000 

60.000 



32  500 

33.600 

35.825 

(2.225) 

— 

— 

— 

4ft7  /t/i/i 

"^61  604 

lOS  840 

117  1  79 

200  000 

£^\J\j  y  \J\J \J 

134.055 

65.945 

28  700  '>15 

98  484^^0' 

215,955 

2,22L246_ 

2,025.186 

202,060 

810.131 

1.676.771 

866.640 

( 1 ,960.074) 

(747,990) 

1.212.084 

194.760 

314.290 

119.530 

rS44  044^ 

yZ.Wj.jJ,'*) 

{1.810.564) 

(1.101.740) 

708.824' 

T,960,074" 

1.416,030 

(544,044) 

(1.000.433) 

575.031 

1.575.464 

668.040 

668.040 

:  1,000.433 

1.000,433 

1.575,464 

1.575.464 

668.040 

668.040 

90 


OFFICE  OF  THE  COLLECTOR 
JOHN  MURRAY  IH 
TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1994 

Abatements 
Balance  And 
7/1/93     Commitments  Adjustments 


Transfers 
To  Tax 
Liens 


Net 
Collections 


Balance 
6/30/94 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX 
1991  &  Prior 
1992 
1993 
1994 


4,663 
12,821 
585,165 


—  25,414,995 


602,649  25,414,995 


4,876 
30,507 
159,721 
138,46_1^ 
333,565 


—  (4,876) 

—  (12,758) 
441,278  (4,443) 

12,930  24,833.093 

454,208  24,811,016 


4,663 
(4,928 
(11,391) 
430,511 
418,855 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAX 

1991  &  Prior 
1992 
1993 
1994 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 

1990  &  Prior 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 


35,577 
15,269 
14,864 

~668",359 


74,207 
24,278 
21,813 
35,112 

IsmTo 


_  J73JJ6 
25,888,881 


4,441 

5,239 
254,843 
1.130,690 
1,395,213 


21,526 

1,927 
10,109 
367,127 


166 
19 
1,865 
24,732 

97,241 


—  89 

—  627 

 —  453,727 

454,208  25,265,529 


12,675 
4,657 
9,803 
249,391 
1,016,416 
1,292,942 


14,051 
15,180 
12,240 
10,050 
470,376 


65,807 
19,602 
15,384 
15,832 
43,815 
160,440 


91 


1 

STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET-PRECINCT  LIST 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


Ahpl  Innp^  Pl^ifp 

4 

r^aitlin  Drive 

V^UlllllI  1^1  I  w 

4 

Flm  Street 

1_<IIII  oil  CCl 

3 

Arnrn  Pjirk  Orivp 

VI 11  1  cii  IV  M-yi  1  V  ^ 

2 

C^andida  I  ane 

5 

Fmerson  Drive 

J_f  1  lltl  iSv/ll  1^1  1  V  t 

Acton  Place  fall  business^ 

Cantain  Rrown's  I^ane 

4 

Fsterbrook  Road 

J  > o  I w I     1  \J\J  rv  xw/ci\J 

1 

ArlamQ  ^trppt 

/VUUl  1             II  I 

■J 

r^antain  ForhiKh  I  ane 

4 

Fthan  Allpn  Drivp 
i_fiiiaii  i^iitii  i^iivt 

3 

Aojiwnm  RnaH 

/i^d W til II  IxVClU 

"X 

r^arli^lp  Road 

1 

1 

Fvprorppn  Road 
i-*vci^iccii  ixudvi 

z. 

Alhprtinp  F)rivp 

/il U^l  111  1^  LJlly\^ 

4 

r^arlton  Drive 

5 

Fvprtrrppn  ^Vav 
!_/  V  t-i  ^1  cci  1  TT  ay 

2 

Alroff  Strppt 

5 

r^arriaoe  Drive 

Aloonnnin  RoaH 

/A  l^UI  lU  U 1 1 1  Ixv/uU 

r^fiQflp  Drivp 

3 

Fairwav  RoaH 
X  all  way  fxuaiJ 

A 

Annlp  Vallev  Drive 

4 

Cedar  Terrace  Drive 

4 

Faulkner  Hill  Road 

X  UUlIxllV^l    11111  IXv/Ud 

4 

A\l  UKJl  WUxJKJl  l\\Ja\J. 

Central  Afreet 

V-'CIIll  cll  0 11  CCL 

FprnwooH  RoaH 
1  C1IIWVJUV4  ixvjavj 

Arl  i  n  otc\n  ^trppt 

/Aillll^lVJll  OUCCl 

3 

Fif*p  Rj  Drum  RoaH 
1^1  ic  oc  i^iuiii  ixuau 

2 

1-58 

2 

1-154  155-277  odd 

4 

Flapp  Road 

1 

fil-Ol^  add  111  to  end 

"i 

D 

V^IlCtUWitN.  OllCCl 

Flptr'hpr  Court 
l^lClCliCl  \^Ulll  I 

A 

I£^~£.\J£^  even 

A 

v^iiuiiiiiX  ay 

Plinf  RoaH 
l^lIIll  IxUuU 

A 
H 

A<:hlp\/  r^irrlp 
/vol lit y  ^^11 le 

1 

X 

Chartpr  RoaH 
v^iiai  ici  xxuau 

4 

Flintlock  Drivp 
1  iJiiiiwc^  xyiive 

■X 

J 

AQhwr^oH  Rr\;iH 

K 

Chprokpp  RonH 
v^iici  vKCC  JXUaLi 

7. 

J 

Forpct  RoaH 

2 

Chprrv  RiHop  RosiH 
v_-iiciiy  ixiu^c  ixuau 

J 

Fort  PonH  RoaH 
i^Wi  I  ruiiu  ixUaU 

2 

AiiHiihnn  Orivp 

AAUVJUUVI 1  \^\  1  V  w 

«/ 

Che^fnnt  Afreet 

Fostpr  Strppt 

1  V/olCI  OllCCl 

Aiitiirnn  T  anp 
/Auiuiiiu  i->aiic 

'I 

Chiirrh  ^trppf 

\_^11U1C11  OllCCl 

'X 
J 

Fov  Hill  RoaH 

A\/pr  Rr»nH 
/AjCl  IxVJaU 

Plovpr  Hill  Ro;iH 
v^iLivci  mil  ixUaU 

PraiK^in**  RoaH 
i^lallClliC  ixUaU 

A 

Ayalea  (^niirt 

1 

Conanf  Street 

\^ Vl  1  ill  1 1  O  11  tt I 

4 

Fraser  Drive 

1.  1  aoti  1^1 1  V  w 

4 

Concetta  Circle 

v.' wi  itt  I  la  v_<- 11 1 1  w 

5 

FreeHom  Farme  Road 

M.  1         wi  11  1  ai  1 1  It  ix\_/avj 

3 

RaHoer  (^ircle 

1 

ConcorH  RoaH 

1-8^  104-1 16  even 
1  o J,  1  v/T'  1  lu  even 

CpralH  Cirflp 
\jci aivJ  v_^iicic 

1 

1 

87- HQ  ndd 

O  /    1  \J\X\X 

Ciior*onHa  Avptiiip 
vjiuci.-'liVJa  /AVCiiuc 

Rarker  Road 

4 

Coolidpe  Drive 

2 

Ciranite  Road  Tall  business^ 

VJ 1  Ul  1 1  it  IXV^aU  ^ull  L/Ui3111tO<3f 

Ravtpr  RnaH 

Mj  CIA  i&i  iwavj 

4 

Coiiohlin  Street 

\wv/U^lllill  OllCCl 

Crasshonnpr  T  anp 

VJl  aoisl  IfL/IJtl  l^ullt 

2 

RavhpiTv  RoaH 

even  niimherQ 

tVVll  llUlll  L'V'l  O 

2 

Creat  Flm  \Vav 

xj  1 1  a  I  i_f  1111  TTay 

1 

Rppphniit  ^trppt 

oHH  niimHprc 

VJVJVJ  1 1  li  1 1 1 UC 1  o 

4 

Orpat  RoaH 
vjicai  ixuau 

Rpll^intnni  Drivp 

UdldlllUlll  LXl  1  Vl^ 

Coiintrv  Cliih  RofiH 
\^\.^uiii.iy  v-'iuu  ix\jau 

4 

pvpn  niimhprs 

tVtll    Illil  11  Lftl  d 

2 

RpfTV  I  PTIP 

uvi  1  y  i_/ciiit 

■J 

CoiintrvQiHp  RoaH 
v^wii iiLi  y diuc  ixwau 

2 

oHH  nnmhprs 

fVJU  1 1  Ul  1 1  L/tl  o 

1 

Rpth  Pirrlp 

1 

I 

CowHrpv  T  anp 
v^^j  w  ui  ey  i-^aiic 

2 

CrppnwooH  T  anp 
vji  tt  1 1  w  ijwu  i^ai  ic 

2 

DCisy  rvvjas  v^iik^ic 

-i 

Craio  RoaH 
V^lal^  rxUatj 

•J 

CiTPoorv  T  anp 
vji  cxv^i  y  i^ai  ic 

7. 
J 

TJpvprlv  RojiH 

DCVCIiy  XxOaU 

4 

Crp^twooH  I  anp 
v^icsiwu*ju  L^aiie 

4 

Crist  Mill  RoaH 
xji  loi  iviiii  ixuau 

3 

RillinfTc  ^trAf*f 
Dllllll^o  OllCCl 

Crirkpt  Wav 
v^i  iCKCi  vv  ay 

CiiQvx/ooH  RoaH 

Rirch  Ridpe  Road 

3 

Cross  Street 

1 

Rlack  l4or<iP  Drive 

3 

Halev  T  ane 

M,  lui t  y  i^ai  It 

5 

1 

1 

Davis  RoaH 
i^avid  ixuavi 

1 

1 

HammonH  Strppt 
xiaiiiiiiwiiu  oiittt 

2 

\XT(^f^7\i  Pr\int  Rr\5iH 
Dicc^y  i  Willi  ixUaU 

it 

Dpar*ofi  Hunt  Drivp 

L^CaCUll  Illilll  lVIIVC 

4 

Harris  Strppt 
1  lai  1  lo  oil  cci 

1 

A 

Dl  CW5lCi  LrailC 

r^oof  /^rcicc  T  Q n p» 
l^CCl  VJlctdo  L<anc 

1 

1 

HarvarH  Court 
iiai  vaivj  v^^jui  i 

1 

1 

R riH fT*^c  T~^n \/a 
DIlUg.Co  1_/I1VC 

r^ic/^ovprv  W/qv  ( all  riiicinpGC^ 
i-/i?>cLivciy  Way  ^^aii  uuaiiicoo^ 

Hatch  RoaH 
iiuitii  ixvjavj 

Di  luicpctiii  vv  ay 

1 
1 

r^ortc  RonH 
L/Ul  lo  IxUaU 

4 

Hawthornp  Strppt 

i  lu  W  11  IWl  1 IC  0 11  CCI 

5 

IJ  f*i-\ Q/H \  root 

C 

L-'UWncy  IxUaU 

4 

H  a\/  npc      c\  \  irt 
FlayilC?)  V-UUl  I 

3 

J 

£>ruiTlllclU  ixUaU 

i. 

r\t*i  Tt\i/r\r\H  1?/^qH 

«: 

T-I  a  \/  \x/  a  rH  RoaH 
riay  wtiiLi  ixutiii 

DlUOK  OllCCl 

L/rUiTllIlcI  IxUaU 

J 

1-f^l  oHH 
1  ~\J  1  uuu 

2 

DiuuKMUc  \^irc.ic 

< 

L^U^^dll  IxUau 

■J 
J 

oHH   all  pvpn 
U-J  iHj)  uiiu,  all  even 

4 

Rrj"\\i/n  RoQr  \  roccinfr 
DIWVVN  DCal  Vw^lUoolIi^ 

1 
I 

r^i  1  rV  RoaH 
LvUl  KCC  IxUaU 

4 

Hayplniit  Strppt 
iiazjCiiiiJi  OllCCl 

2 

Brucewood  Road 

5 

Duston  Lane 

1 

Heald  Road 

2 

Bruce  wood  Road  East 

5 

Heather  Hill  Road 

3 

Bulette  Road 

2 

Eastern  Road 

1 

Hemlock  Lane 

2 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

Eliot  Circle 

2 

Henley  Road 

1 

Elm  Court 

3 

Hennessey  Drive 

4 
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STREET  NAME      PRECINCT  STREET  NAME      PRECINCT  STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


Heritage  Road 

5 

MacLeod  Lane 

3 

Orchard  Drive 

3 

Heron  View  Road 

4 

Maddy  Lane 

5 

Overlook  Drive 

4 

Hickory  Hill  Trail 

2 

Madison  Lane 

2 

High  Street 

Magnolia  Drive 

1 

Parker  Street 

5 

2- 1 24  even,  1 25  to  end 

5 

Maillet  Drive 

5 

Patrick  Henry  Circle 

3 

5-123  odd 

4 

Main  Street 

Parfridpe  Pond  Road 

4 

Highland  Road 

3 

1-389 

4 

Patriots  Road 

2 

Hillcrest  Drive 

5 

398-631 

2 

Paul  Revere  Road 

3 

Hillside  Terrace 

3 

636  to  end 

1 

Pearl  Street 

4 

Homestead  Street 

3 

Mallard  Road 

4 

Perkins  Lane 

3 

Horseshoe  Drive 

5 

Maple  Street 

4 

Phalen  Street 

5 

Hosmer  Street 

Marian  Road 

3 

Pheasant  Hill 

I 

2-64  even,  71  to  end 

5 

Martin  Street 

4 

Phlox  Lane 

1 

3-55  odd 

2 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

Pine  Cone  Strand 

1 

Houghton  Lane 

3 

151-299  odd 

2 

Pine  Ridge  Road 

4 

Huckleberry  Lane 

4 

300-599 

4 

Pine  Street 

4 

Huron  Road 

3 

600  to  end 

3 

Pinewood  Road 

5 

Mead  Terrace 

3 

Piper  Lane 

4 

Independence  Road 

5 

Meadow  Brook  Road 

2 

Piper  Road 

Iris  Court 

1 

Meadow's  Edge 

1 

even  numbers 

4 

Isaac  Davis  Way 

4 

Meetinghouse  Road 

5 

odd  numbers 

5 

Merriam  Lane 

5 

Pond  Ridge  Drive 

5 

Jackson  Drive 

2 

Milldam  Road 

1 

Pond  View  Drive 

5 

Jay  Lane 

1 

Minot  Avenue 

2 

Pope  Road 

1 

Jefferson  Drive 

2 

Minuteman  Road 

2 

Post  Office  Square 

2 

John  Swift  Road 

2 

Mohawk  Drive 

3 

Powder  Horn  Lane 

3 

Joseph  Reed  Lane 

4 

Mohegan  Road 

3 

Powder  Mill  Road 

5 

Juniper  Ridge  Road 

3 

Musket  Drive 

2 

Prescott  Road 

4 

Myrtle  Drive 

I 

Proctor  Street 

1 

Kate  Drive 

1 

Prospect  Street 

4 

Keefe  Road 

5 

Nadine  Road 

4 

Puritan  Road 

5 

Kelley  Road 

4 

Nagog  Hill  Road 

2 

Putnam  Road 

2 

Kennedy  Lane 

3 

Nagog  Park  (all  business) 

. 

Putter  Drive 

5 

Kingman  Road 

3 

Nagog  Square 

1 

Kinsley  Lane 

4 

Nash  Road 

4 

Quaboag  Road 

3 

Kinsley  Road 

4 

Nashoba  Road 

3 

Quail  Run 

1 

Knowlton  Drive 

4 

Newtown  Road 

2 

Quarry  Road 

1 

Knox  Trail 

5 

Nonset  Path 

1 

North  Street 

1 

Railroad  Street 

4 

Lady  Slipper  Lane 

1 

Northbriar  Road 

I 

RpHwooH  Road 

5 

Larch  Road 

2 

Notre  Dame  Road 

3 

Rpvoliitionarv  RoaH 

2 

Laurel  Court 

5 

Nylander  Way 

5 

Rivf*r  Sfrppf 

5 

Laws  Brook  Road 

5 

Rohbins  Street 

4 

Ledge  Rock  Way 

1 

Oakwood  Road 

5 

Rnhf>rt  Rnarl 

5 

Liberty  Street 

4 

Old  Beaver  Brook 

1 

Robinwood  Road 

5 

Lilac  Court 

5 

Old  Colony  Lane 

5 

Rose  Court 

1 

Lillian  Road 

2 

Old  High  Street 

5 

Russell  Road 

5 

Lincoln  Drive 

2 

Old  Meadow  Lane 

5 

Lisa  Lane 

5 

Old  Stone  Brook 

I 

Sachem  Way 

1 

Littlefield  Road 

3 

Old  Village  Road 

2 

Saint  James  Circle 

4 

Long  Ridge  Road 

2 

Olde  Bam  Way 

3 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive 

2 

Longfellow  Park 

5 

Olde  Lantern  Road 

3 

Sandas  Trail 

3 

Lothrop  Road 

4 

Olde  Surrey  Drive 

5 

Sandalwood  Road 

5 

Oneida  Road 

3 

Sandy  Drive 

5 
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STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


Sawmill  Road 

1 

Strawberry  Hill  Road 

I 

Wampanoag  Drive 

3 

School  Street 

Sudbury  Road 

5 

Wampus  Avenue 

1 

2-90  even 

4 

Summer  Street 

3 

Washington  Avenue 

2 

3-87  odd,  93  to  end 

5 

Sutton  Place 

2 

Waterside  Clearing 

1 

Seminole  Road 

3 

Sylvia  Street 

4 

Wayside  Lane 

4 

Seneca  Court 

3 

West  Road 

4 

Seneca  Road 

3 

Taylor  Road 

Westiord  Lane 

1 

Shady  Lane 

3 

3-30,  42-98  even 

2 

¥¥r.t        1  . 

Wetherbee  Street 

5 

Silver  Hill  Road 

5 

35-95 

4 

Wheeler  Lane 

1 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane 

1 

Tenney  Circle 

5 

Whittier  Drive 

2 

Simon  Willard  Road 

2 

Thoreau  Road 

5 

^\r'ii'     M  J    IJ  i~x 

Willis  Holden  Drive 

1 

Sioux  Street 

3 

Ticonderoga  Road 

3 

Willow  Street 

3 

Smart  Road 

3 

Till  Drive 

1 

Wilson  Lane 

2 

South  Street 

1 

Torrington  Lane 

4 

Windemere  Drive 

3 

Spencer  Road 

4 

Town  House  Lane 

A 

4 

Windsor  Avenue 

4 

Split  Rock  Road 

1 

1 

Town  send  Road 

3 

Wingate  Lane 

1 

opnng  Hill  Road 

1 

irask  Road 

2 

Winter  btreet 

1 
J 

Spruce  Street 

lumbling  Hawk 

1 

Winterberry  Path  Drive 

1 

30-75 

3 

Tuttle  Drive 

A 

4 

\\i  If  

Wood  Lane 

2 

32  and  below 

4 

Woodbury  Lane 

L 

ocjuirrei  riui  Koau 

-J 
J 

Valley  Road 

c 

D 

wouucncsicr  L/nvc 

-1 

J 

Station  Way 

5 

Vanderbelt  Road 

5 

Woodfield  Road 

3 

Stoneymeade  Way 

1 

Wright  Terrace 

3 

Stow  Street 

4 

Wachusett  Drive 

3 

Wyndcliff  Drive 

1 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  APPLICATION 


Residents  interested  in  serving  on  a  Town  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  are  requested  to  complete  this  form  and  forward  it  to 
the  office  of  the  Town  Manager  at  the  Acton  Town  Hall. 
(Please  print  or  type) 

Date :  

Mr/Mrs. 

Ms/Dr  Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial  


Street  Address  Home  Phone  Business  Phone. 


Please  refer  to  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  and  indicate  below,  in  order  of  preference,  the  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission,  which 
is  of  interest  to  you: 

1)  

2)  

3)  

Have  You  been  a  member  of  a  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  previously  (either  in  Acton  or  elsewhere)?  If  you  have,  please 
list  name(s)  and  dates  (approx): 


Do  you  have  any  time  restrictions?   

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Acton?   in  Massachusetts?  

Are  you  a  US  citizen?  

Present  occupation  and  employer  (optional-attach  resume)  

Do  you  or  your  employer  have  any  current  or  potential  business  relationship  with  the  Town  of  Acton  that  could  create  a  conflict  of 
interest?  


Education  or  special  training 


^'ease  list  below  any  additional  information  or  comments  which  may  help  in  the  matching  of  your  interests  with  the  most  appropri- 
j  Board/r  '       -c.  such  as  civic  experience,  special  interest/hobbies,  etc: 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  BOARDS,  COMMITTEES,  AND  COMMISSIONS 


Acton-Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Aging,  Council  on 

Appeals,  Board  of 

Assessors,  Board  of 

Cable  Advisory  Committee 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Health,  Board  of 


Historic  District  Commission 

Historical  Commission 

Metropolitan  Advisory  Planning  Council 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

Minuteman  Vocational  School  Representative 

Planning  Board 

Prison  Advisory  Board 

Public  Ceremonies  Committee 

South  Acton  Revitalization  Committee 

Town  Report  Committee 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Thank  you.  If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  contact  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Commit- 
tee (you  can  find  out  who  the  current  members  are  by  calling  the  Town  Manager's  office  at  Town  Hall,  264-9612).  The  space 
below  is  for  use  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  and  the  appointing  body  to  record  the  status  of  your  application. 


VCC  INTERVIEW 

Applicant  called:  date/b^ 
Scheduled  date/time  


APPOINTING  BODY:  BOS/TMgr/TMod 


Interview  date 


Appointed:  Date_ 


VCC  RECOMMENDATION:  date 


to:  Board 


Board(s)  Member/Alt/Assoc 

 Member/Alt/Assoc 

Member/Alt/Assoc 


Term 


Date  VCC  recommendation  set  to 
BOS/TMgr/TMod  


No  openings  at  this  time_ 


NOTinCATION  OF  APPOINTMENT 
Date  Received  by  VCC 
Notification  by  the  VCC: 

Date  committee  notified  

Date  applicant  notified  
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1 


For  questions  concerning: 

Street  Lights 
Street  Trees 
Tax  Collections 
Town  Finances 
Town  Manager 
Train  Service 

Transfer  Station/Recycle  Center 
Veterans'  Services 
Water  Problems 
Welfare 

Wire  Inspection 
Zoning 

Zoning  Appeals 
Schools 


School  Nurse 
Night  Calls 

Special  Calls 

Custodian 


Call  the 

Boston  Edison 

Municipal  Properties 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

Treasurer 

Town  Hall 

Boston  and  Maine 

Highway  Department 

Veteran's  Agent 

Water  District 

Welfare  Department 

Wire  Inspector 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

Board  of  Appeals 

Switchboard  Calls  (7a.m.  -  4p.m.) 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School 

Community  Education  Office 

Conant  School 

Douglas  School 

Gates  School 

McCarthy-Towne  School 

Merriam  School 

Central  Office  (all  schools) 

Community  Education  at  High  School 

Community  Education  at  Junior  High  School 

Athletic  Office 

Field  Office 

Extended  Day  Programs 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 
Acton  Boxborough  Junior  High  School 


Telephone 

8(X)-752-5200 
264-9629 
264-9617 
264-9617 
264-9612 

800-392-6100 
264-9624 
264-9617 
264-9107 

617-893-0146 
264-9632 
264-9636 
264-9632 

264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
266-2525 
266-2550 
266-2560 
266-2570 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700  x403 
264-4700  x304 
264-4700  x420 
264-4700  x423 
264-4700  x245 
264-4700  x409 
264-4700  x309 


REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETINGS 


Acton  Finance  Commission 

Acton  Historical  Commission 

Acton  Housing  Authority 

Acton  Memorial  Library  Trustees 

Board  of  Appeals 

Board  of  Assessors 

Board  of  Health 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Citizens'  Library 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Council  on  Aging 

Historic  District  Commission 

Planning  Board 

Recreation  Commission 

School  Committee-Local 

School  Committee-Regional 

Stouth  Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 

Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 

Water  Commissioners 


As  Posted 

2nd  Wednesday  8  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Monday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Monday  8  PM 

As  Posted 

1  St  Monday  6  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 

Every  other  Tuesday  As  Posted  7:30  PM 

3rd  Thursday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Thursday  7  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Wednesday  (except  August)  7:30  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Monday  7: 30  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 

As  Posted 

As  Posted 

As  Posted 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  (except  July  &  August)  7:30  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 


Town  Hall  or  AB  High  School 
Town  Hall 

68  Windsor  Ave.,  West  Acton 
Memorial  Library,  Staff  Room 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Citizens'  Library,  West  Acton 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Senior  Center  Audubon  Drive 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Junior  High,  Conf.  Room  1 14 
Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Whitcomb  Station,  693  Mass.  Ave. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

EMERGENCY  NUMBERS 

POLICE         263-2911  AMBULANCE  263-9191 

FIRE  263-9191  EMERGENCY  TDD  263-2911 


Give  your  NAME,  ADDRESS,  and  the  NATURE  OF  YOUR  EMERGENCY.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  the  message  has 
been  understood. 


For  questions  concerning: 

Call  the 

Telephone 

Animal  Inspection 

Animal  Inspector 

263-4979 

Assessments 

Board  of  Assessors 

264-9622 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Town  Accountant 

264-9621 

Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Building 

Building  Commissioner 

264-9632 

Cemeteries 

Cemetery  Superintendent 

264-9644 

Civil  Defense 

Director  of  Civil  Defense 

264-9655 

Conservation 

Conservation  Office 

264-9631 

Dog  Problems  (see  Licenses) 

Dog  Officer 

264-9638 

Education  Information 

School  Superintendent's  Office 

264-4700 

Elderly  Affairs 

Council  on  Aging 

264-9643 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

263-8720 

Public  Health  Nursing  Service 

264-9653 

Elections,  Voting  and  Registration 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Engineering 

Town  Engineer 

264-9628 

Fire  (Business  and  Permits) 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Garbage  and  Refuse 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Hazardous  Materials 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Highways  and  Streets 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

Home  Nursing 

Public  Health  Nursing  Service 

264-9653 

Housing 

Housing  Authority 

263-5339 

Libraries 

Acton  Memorial  Library 

264-9641 

Citizens'  Library  of  West  Acton 

264-9652 

T.D.D.  (for  the  deaf) 

635-0072 

Licenses 

Dog,  Fishing,  Hunting 

Town  Clerk 

264-9615 

Mental  Health 

Mental  Health  Assoc.  of  Central  Middlesex 

369-7715 

Mosquito  Control 

Municipal  Properties 

264-9629 

Permits 

Blasting 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Building 

Building  Inspector 

264-9632 

Food  Service 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Heating 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Historic  Districts  Certificate 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Oil  Burner 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Outdoor  Burning 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Plumbing 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Sewage 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Smoke  Detector 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Wiring 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

264-9636 

Planning 

Planning  Department  (Fair  Housing) 

264-9636 

Police  Business 

Police  Department 

264-9638 

Recreation 

School  Department 

264-4700 

Selectmen 

Town  Hall 

264-9611 

Snow  Removal 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

(continued  on  inside  back  cover) 
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1995 


Acton 


Incorporated  as  a  Town: 
Type  of  Government: 
Location: 

Elevation  at  Town  Hall: 
Land  Area: 
Population: 


July  3,  1735 

Town  Meeting  -  Selectmen/Town  Manager 

Eastern  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  County,  bordered  on  the  east  by  Carlisle  and  Concord, 
on  the  west  by  Boxborough,  on  the  north  by  Westford  and  Littleton,  on  the  south  by 
Sudbury,  and  the  southwest  by  Stow  and  Maynard. 


268'  above  mean  sea  level 


Approximately  20  square  miles 


Year 

Persons 

1950 

3,510 

1960 

7,238 

1970 

14,770 

1980 

19,000 

1990 

18,143 

1991 

17,509 

1992 

18,055 

1993 

18,351 

1994 

18,530 

1995 

18,517 

In  Memoriam 

LEO  CUNNINGHAM 

Former  School  Committee  Member 
Former  Selectman 


JOHN  HAWKES 

Deputy  Director,  Emergency  Management  Agency 


NORMAN  LAKE 

Selectman  and  Chairman 
Director,  Emergency  Management  Agency 
Director,  Auxiliary  Fire  Department 
Former  School  Committee  Member  and  Chairman 


1995 
Annual 
Reports 


: ACJON 


Town  of 
Acton, 
Massachusetts 


Two  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  Municipal  Year 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st 

For  Reference 

Not  to  be  taken  from  this  room  r\ 
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Memorial  Dedication 


Norman  D.  Lake — June  16, 1995 

Just  two  months  after  retiring  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Norm  Lake  passed  away  on  June  16, 
1995.  Mr.  Lake  was  an  Acton  resident  for  30  years  and  was  involved  in  all  aspects  of  community  life.  In  addition 
to  serving  as  a  Selectman  from  1989  to  1995,  Mr.  Lake  was  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Acton-Boxborough 
School  Committee  from  1975  to  1978,  was  incorporator  and  board  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Drug 
Education  (CODE),  and  a  member  of  the  Acton  Civil  Defense  Emergency  Management  Agency  since  1982. 
Mr.  Lake  was  very  active  in  the  Lions  Club,  the  Acton  Jamboree,  and  the  Boy  Scouts. 

Mr.  Lake's  passing  touched  many  of  Acton's  residents,  prompting  some  of  them  to  pen  their  thoughts  in  a  special 
tribute  in  the  Acton  Citizen.  Some  excerpts  follow: 

•  "Norm,  I  can't  remember  the  first  time  we  met,  but  I  feel  like  I've  known  you  forever." 

•  "Knowing  Norm  was  like  taking  a  course  in  'How  to  be  a  Good  Person.'" 

•  "Norm's  'clients'  were  the  elderly,  the  homeless,  the  runaways,  the  drug  addicts  and  all  others  who  needed 
a  helping  hand." 

•  "I  chuckle  when  I  think  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  doing  dump  runs  for  me  when  I  was 
in  a  bind,  or  squeezing  out  my  basement  floor  after  my  water  system  went  berserk." 

•  "His  off-the-cuff  remarks  would  make  a  rock  laugh." 

•  "We  have  indeed  lost  a  wonderful  friend  and  dedicated  servant." 


"Norm's  passing  leaves  an  aching  void  in  his  family  and  the  Town,  but  he  has  also  left  us  a  wonderful 
example  of  citizenship  which  we  will  remember.  Goodbye,  Norm." 
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 ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

f 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


rhe  Year  in  Review 

The  year  1995  was  characterized  by  continuing  improve- 
ment in  the  economy  on  a  national,  state,  and  local  level.  Higher 
revenue  from  our  Town's  resources  coupled  with  increased  fi- 
nancial aid  from  the  State  resulted  in  the  unique  opportunity  to 
lower  the  tax  rate  while  raising  expenditures.  For  the  Select- 
men, it  was  a  dream  come  true  to  be  able  to  lower  taxes  while 
improving  the  quality  of  life  of  our  citizenry.  This  reduction  in 
the  tax  rate  came  at  a  propitious  time;  several  large  capital  projects 
such  as  the  expansion  of  the  Memorial  Library,  the  construction 
of  a  recreation/cultural  center  in  North  Acton,  sewers  in  certain 
areas  of  Town,  and  expansion  of  school  facilities  are  all  in  the 
planning  stages.  If  approved  by  our  citizenry,  the  funding  of  these 
projects  will  absorb  the  lowered  tax  rate  and  then  some. 

Our  very  strong  financial  condition  in  1995  has  created  a 
new  and  perhaps  more  difficult  challenge.  When  resources  are 
scarce,  the  choices  are  narrow  and,  in  that  sense,  easier;  when 
resources  are  plenty,  the  choices  become  more  vexing. 

Norm  Lake 

The  year  also  brought  sad  news  as  our  dear  friend,  col- 
league, mentor,  and  leader.  Norm  Lake,  passed  away.  Norm  was 
an  inspiration  to  all  who  believe  that  the  word  "community"  ac- 
tually means  something.  He  served  our  Town  in  many  capaci- 
ties and  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  during  the 
early  part  of  1995.  Even  as  Norm's  health  waned,  he  served  to 
better  those  around  him;  his  illness  drew  a  lot  of  attention  and 
the  whole  Town  marveled  at  his  commitment  to  volunteerism. 
Perhaps  this  spirit  will  live  on  in  a  more  civil  and  active  commu- 
nity. 

Town  Election 

In  the  annual  Town  election,  Herman  Kabakoff  and  Bill 
Mullin  were  elected  to  the  Board.  For  Mr.  Kabakoff,  this  is  his 
first  term  as  a  Selectman;  Mr.  Mullin  was  reelected  to  his  sec- 
ond term.  When  the  Board  reorganized,  the  new  order  was  Mr. 
Mullin  as  Chairman,  Nancy  Tavemier  as  Vice  Chairman,  and 
Dore  Hunter  as  Clerk. 

Annual  Town  Meeting 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  went  smoothly  as  all  of  the 
Board's  objectives  were  met.  On  the  Municipal  side,  we  contin- 
ued the  trend  of  rebuilding  our  infrastructure  and  programs  from 
the  recent  deep  recession.  The  most  notable  item  was  the  con- 
tinued program  of  replacing  old  computer  equipment  with  an 
integrated,  networked  management  information  system.  Both  the 
schools  and  the  Municipal  sides  were  able  to  tap  the  wonderful 
people  with  technical  knowledge  who  aided  the  development  of 
these  programs. 


Other  good  news  from  the  Meeting  was  the  funding  of 
design  money  for  the  North  Acton  Recreation  Area  and  two  ar- 
ticles which  were  favorable  to  local  business  interests.  The  pro- 
business  votes  were  consistent  with  the  improved  business/Town 
relations  as  codified  in  the  "Agreement  with  the  Acton  Business 
Community"  which  outlined  ten  "commitments"  between  the 
Town  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  approved  in  early 
1995. 

Perhaps  the  most  controversial  decision  that  Town  Meet- 
ing made  was  to  suspend  all  mosquito  control  programs,  includ- 
ing spraying.  A  spirited  debate  led  to  the  Meeting's  decision  to 
stop  all  programs;  the  dry  summer  made  that  decision  all  the 
more  easy  to  handle  from  all  perspectives. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  a  Special  Town 
Meeting  was  held  to  amend  the  Town  bylaws  to  require  quar- 
terly reporting  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  financial  results. 
The  Special  Meeting  was  a  result  of  citizen  petition.  While  some 
believed  quarterly  reporting  to  be  superfluous,  the  debate  was 
mild  and  was  approved  without  controversy. 

Fall  Special  Town  Meeting 

Two  additional  citizen-petitioned  Special  Town  Meetings 
were  called  in  the  Fall.  The  Municipal  Power  Study  Committee 
and  a  group  of  citizens  advocating  the  purchase  of  certain  land 
(the  Boy  Scout  Land)  off  of  Pope  Road  each  called  for  separate 
meetings.  We  were  able  to  combine  the  two  meetings  to  save 
some  money.  The  proposals  of  the  Municipal  Power  Committee 
were  resoundingly  defeated  and  the  acquisition  of  the  Boy  Scout 
Land  for  $400,000  of  free  cash  was  approved. 

Residential  and  Commercial  Growth 

Residential  growth  continued  throughout  the  year.  While 
this  has  the  positive  effect  of  generating  new  growth  revenue, 
the  incremental  costs  of  education  and  other  services  may  out- 
weigh that  benefit.  The  Selectmen  continued  strong  advocacy 
of  a  vibrant  commercial  sector  by  passing  the  above  mentioned 
Agreement  with  the  Business  Community,  by  advocating  for  the 
passage  of  certain  articles  at  Town  Meeting  which  would  help 
local  businesses  and  lastly,  but  importantly,  reducing  the  shift  of 
tax  rates  from  a  10%  shift  to  the  commercial/industrial  sector  to 
5%.  Happily,  with  our  improved  financial  condition,  the  tax  rates 
for  residential  taxpayers  also  declined,  but  not  as  much  as  if  the 
10%  level  had  been  maintained.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  are 
very  aware  that,  while  the  overall  economy  is  robust,  there  re- 
main sizable  numbers  of  our  citizens  to  whom  taxes  are  a  chal- 
lenging part  of  their  budgets. 


i 


Sewer  Action  Committee 

In  1995,  a  Sewer  Action  Committee  was  formed  under  the 
direction  of  Dore  Hunter  and  Nancy  Tavemier.  The  combina- 
tion of  improved  economic  conditions,  increased  demand  due  to 
Title  V  regulations,  the  availability  of  smaller  "package  treat- 
ment plants"  and  some  unique  circumstances  in  South  Acton 
center  has  led  to  a  resurrection  of  hope  for  the  wearied  South 
Acton  residents.  The  Sewer  Action  Committee  has  been  very 
active  and  will  work  to  bring  sewers  to  Acton  over  the  next  sev- 
eral years. 


of  the  economy  and  political  philosophy,  they  consistently  c 
liver  a  high  quality  product  to  their  customers,  the  citizens 
Acton.  Thank  you  all. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen 
William  Mullin,  Chair 
Nancy  Tavemier,  Vice-Chair 
Dore  Hunter,  Clerk 
Wayne  Friedrichs 
Herman  Kabakoff 


Communication/Cooperation 

Also,  in  1995,  extensive  effort  was  expended  to  ensure 
and  improve  open  communication  among  Town  boards  and  the 
citizeruy.  The  2001  Committee,  which  consists  of  the  three  ma- 
jor boards  (Selectmen,  School  Committee  and  Finance  Com- 
mittee) and  several  other  representatives  of  government  and  the 
private  sector,  met  for  several  months,  under  the  facilitation  of 
Bart  Wendell  and  Sandy  Stone,  to  learn  about  consensus  build- 
ing. There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  these  exercises  have  gone  a 
long  way  toward  building  trust  among  the  participants.  Also,  in 
November,  the  Selectmen  invited  the  FinCom  and  School  Com- 
mittee to  a  five  hour  briefing  on  the  complex  and  difficult  issues 
surrounding  Acton's  membership  in  the  trash-to-energy  consor- 
tium. North  East  Solid  Waste  Committee.  In  January  of  this  year, 
the  Selectmen  invited  the  FinCom  to  attend  an  all-day  Saturday 
session  on  the  municipal  side  budget.  There  is  a  strong  belief, 
now,  that  communication  is  open,  honest  and  as  complete  as  it 
can  be. 


Acton  Town  Hall 


Another  vital  outgrowth  of  the  2001  process  was  the  de- 
velopment of  a  Five  Year  Capital  Planning  Model.  Spurred  by 
FinCom  chair,  Sharon  Gaudet  and  aided  by  Assistant  Town 
Manager  John  Murray,  the  three  major  boards  have  created  the 
unthinkable:  a  model  for  prioritizing  and  scheduling  needed  capi- 
tal investment.  While  change  is  a  certainty,  this  model  has  forced 
the  Town  leadership  group  to  focus  on,  and  agree  on,  the  rela- 
tive trade-offs  of  need,  money,  and  timing. 

Hard  Workers 

While  hard  work  is  going  on  at  the  levels  mentioned  above, 
we  are  not  alone.  Night  after  night,  week  after  week,  hundreds 
of  volunteers  work  on  behalf  of  our  Town  of  Acton.  As  we  sit  in 
review  of  volunteers,  the  quality  and  experience  of  the  volun- 
teers is  stunning.  Our  Town  could  not  run  without  the  commit- 
ment of  the  volunteers,  for  which  we,  as  representatives  of  the 
citizenry,  thank  you  all. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  thank  all  of  the  employees  of  the  Town 
of  Acton  and  the  school  systems.  Day  after  day,  a  high  standard 
of  work  is  demanded  and  the  demand  is  met.  On  the  Municipal 
staff,  we  wish  to  thank  Christine  Joyce  and  Sheryl  Ball  who  put 
up  with  the  five  different  personalities  of  the  Selectmen,  and  do 
so  with  good  humor.  And  last  but  not  least,  we  wish  to  directly 
commend  Don  Johnson  and  his  staff.  Experienced,  savvy,  dedi- 
cated, hard  working  and  able  to  bend  with  the  changing  winds 
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^TOWN  MANAGER 


1996  ANNUAL  REPORT 

As  we  go  about  our  day-to-day  activities  we  are  often 
caught  up  in  things  that  we  think  are  important. . .  losing  track  of 
the  real  priorities.  There  was  one  among  us  who  seemed  to  have 
life  in  perspective.  He  knew  when  to  push  and  when  to  pull.  He 
knew  when  to  help  and  when  to  draw  back.  He  spoke  in  com- 
mon terms  with  uncommon  insight.  He  ran  with  the  strong  and 
sat  with  the  frail.  He  did  all  of  this  out  of  love.  He  is  gone  now. 
We  are  all  saddened  by  his  passing  but  our  lives,  and  our  com- 
munity, are  the  richer  for  his  having  been.  Godspeed,  Norm. 

Last  year  I  spoke  of  hope  for  a  brighter  outlook  in  1995. 
As  we  progressed  through  the  year  we  did,  indeed,  find  that  tides 
had  changed.  On  June  30,  when  the  books  were  closed  on  the 
fiscal  year,  we  were  pleased  to  report  some  of  the  best  results  in 
years.  The  outlook  for  1997  seems  to  be  at  least  as  bright.  This 
optimism  is  reflected  in  the  budget  that  staff  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  in  November.  We  anticipate  that  the  Town's 
financial  picture  will  remain  strong  at  virtually  all  levels  in  the 
coming  year. 

From  time  to  time  we  are  privileged  to  participate  in  the 
development  of  a  project  that  clearly  will  be  a  landmark. . .  1995 
provided  one  of  those  special  opportunities.  Even  though  we 
were  faced  with  repeated  threats  of  flooding  form  one  of  the 
most  active  hurricane  seasons  in  recorded  history,  our  crews  un- 
dertook and  completed  the  draining  and  dredging  of  the  Ice  House 
Pond  on  Concord  Road.  The  work  was  done  in  record  time  and 
produced  an  aesthetic  improvement  for  the  town  that  will  pro- 
vide many  outstanding  recreational  opportunities  for  our  citi- 
zens. We  are  proud  of  the  results  and  hope  you  share  our  pride. 

We  are  particularly  enthusiastic  for  two  projects  (North 
Acton  Recreation  and  the  Memorial  Library  expansion)  that  we 
hope  will  advance  in  1996.  We  strongly  believe  that  both  of  these 
projects  provide  broad-based  cultural  opportunities  that  our  com- 
munity desperately  needs.  The  difficult  financial  times  of  recent 
years  have  caused  us  to  approach  these  types  of  service  enhance- 
ments very  slowly  and  cautiously.  We  now  believe  that  the  time 
is  right  to  advance  them  enthusiastically. 

In  my  1995  message  I  suggested  that  we  had  all  come 
together  and  supported  each  other  through  recent  tough  times 
and  our  goal  for  the  future  should  be  to  stay  together  as  a  com- 
munity, even  if  times  were  not  quite  so  bad.  Projects  such  as  Ice 
House  Pond,  North  Acton  Recreation  and  the  expansion  of  Me- 
morial Library  provide  the  facilities  and  encouragement  for 
people  of  all  ages  and  means  to  gather  and  share  their  combined 
sense  of  community  and  quality  of  life.  Surely,  as  our  focus  over 
the  last  several  years  had  to  be  on  survival,  our  focus  over  the 
coming  years  must  be  on  community.  We  have  many  important 
issues  to  face  and  we  will  only  succeed  if  we  share  a  common 
purpose. 


As  always,  your  Town  staff  thanks  for  the  opportunity  to 
be  of  service. 


Entering  Acton  Sign 
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TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 


The  Town  Report  Committee  manages  the  compilation  and 
publication  of  the  annual  Acton  Town  Report.  This  entails  noti- 
fying and  collecting  more  than  50  individual  reports  and  other 
materials  from  Town  departments,  committees,  and  comissions, 
as  well  as  from  regional  groups.  All  materials  are  proofed  be- 
fore and  after  they  are  sent  to  the  printer.  We  serve  as  the  liaison 
with  the  printer  to  ensure  that  an  accurate,  complete  report  is 
delivered  as  scheduled. 

We  are  especially  appreciative  of  the  efforts  of  Town  Clerk 
Catherine  Belbin  and  her  staff  as  well  as  the  assistance  of  Chris- 
tine Joyce  of  the  Town  Manager's  office. 

Margaret  R.  Fortier,  Chair 
Ellen  Brace  Averett 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Beverly  Shorey 


VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 


Acton  is  fortunate  to  have  an  extremely  active  and  dedi 
cated  set  of  volunteers  serving  on  approximately  30  voluntei 
boards  of  town  government.  Examples  are  the  Planning  Boar 
the  Conservation  Commission,  the  Council  on  Aging,  the  Hi 
toric  District  Commission,  and  the  Municipal  Power  Organiz; 
tion  Study  Committee. 

The  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  (VCC)  works  f( 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Manager  to  help  staff  thej 
town  boards.  We  take  input  from  board  chairs  about  their  neec 
and  try  to  recruit  appropriate  members.  When  residents  of  Acta 
volunteer  to  serve,  the  VCC  matches  the  volunteers'  skills  an 
interests  to  the  needs  of  the  various  boards.  We  send  our  recon- 
mendations  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  Town  Manager,  wh 
then  make  the  appointments.  We  also  monitor  the  status  of  con- 
mittee  membership  and  recommend  reappointment  of  membei 
who  are  eligible  and  wish  to  serve  additional  terms. 

During  1995,  over  150  people  served  on  volunteer  tow 
boards.  The  VCC  interviewed  35  candidates  to  fill  openings 
We  also  recruited,  screened,  and  recommended  5  human  re 
sources  professionals  to  serve  on  the  reactivated  Personnel  Boarc 

Acton's  volunteer  boards  contribute  thousands  of  hours  o 
valuable  and  much  appreciated  service  to  the  town.  Normal  turn, 
over  means  that  there  are  typically  many  openings  waiting  to  bl 
filled.  We  encourage  anyone  who  is  interested  in  serving  on  th 
VCC,  or  on  any  other  Town  board,  to  fill  out  a  Volunteer  Appli 
cation,  available  at  Town  Hall,  the  libraries,  and  in  this  Towi 
Report. 

Thank  you  to  all  those  volunteers  who  contribute  so  mud 
to  the  Town  of  Acton. 


Walter  George,  Chair 

Charies  Husbands,  Secretary 

Betsy  Comstock 

Charlie  Kadlec 

Jean  Lane 

Jean  Schoch 

Nancy  Whitcomb 
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JOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


la 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT  SERVICES 


The  Board  of  Assessors  regular  scheduled  meetings  are 
m  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  at  6:00  P.M.  in  the  Town 
{all.  Additional  meetings  are  held  as  needed.  Dates  and  times 
je  posted  48  hours  in  advance. 


Some  property  values  were  changed  for  the  fiscal  year  to 
eep  up  with  current  market  conditions.  This  was  mainly  due  to 
ising  property  values  and  building  permits  of  various  sorts. 

FISCAL  YEAR  1996 
VALUATION  SUMMARY 


II 

hi 

%  of  total 

i^esidential 

$1,271,476,800 

84.6% 

m 

^  Commercial 

$144,265,421 

9.6% 

Industrial 

$63,900,200 

4.3% 

Personal  property 

$23,426,409 

1.6% 

n 

Total  Taxable  Value 

s 

$1,503,068,830 

100% 

I 
i 

TAX  RATE 

Residential 

Comm/Ind/PP 

18.09 


$19.17 


James  Kotanchik,  Chair 
Donald  Rhude 
David  Brown 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  Finance  Committee  comprises  nine  members  who 
must  be  registered  voters  of  the  Town  and  appointed  by  the  Town 
Moderator  for  staggered  three-year  terms.  Committee  members 
cannot  .serve  simultaneously  on  any  other  standing  committee 
having  to  do  with  the  expenditures  of  Town  funds.  The  commit- 
tee meets,  on  average,  every  two  weeks.  Members  also  attend 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  School  Committees  and 
other  agencies  as  appropriate. 

The  Finance  Committee  had  an  active  and  successful  year. 
We  made  additional  progress  in  our  project  to  understand  his- 
torical spending  for  the  Town's  three  budget  entities:  the  Mu- 
nicipality, the  Public  Schools,  and  the  Regional  Schools.  Quar- 
terly reporting  of  ongoing  spending  ensures  that  the  historical 
spending  data  is  up-to-date.  This  comprehensive  set  of  infor- 
mation allows  us  to  better  understand  how  our  taxes  have  been 
spent,  to  develop  meaningful  spending  trends,  and  to  communi- 
cate to  the  residents,  in  understandable  terms,  this  often  confus- 
ing set  of  data.  The  historical  information  also  provides  a  useful 
tool  for  evaluating  future  spending  and  long-term  planning. 

The  Finance  Committee  also  developed  a  model  for  evalu- 
ating the  financial  impacts  of  development  for  the  Camp  Acton 
property  in  East  Acton.  This  model  predicted  that  full  develop- 
ment of  the  property  would  result  in  a  net  cost  to  the  Town  of  up 
to  $155,000  per  year.  This  result  led  the  Finance  Committee  to 
recommend  purchasing  the  property  to  use  as  conservation  land. 
We  intend  to  continue  using  the  model  to  evaluate  the  financial 
implication  of  future  municipal  land  purchases. 


ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 


A  permanent  fund  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Acton 
by  George  R.  White,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth.  The 
income  from  the  fund  is  to  be  used  only  "in  relieving  the  neces- 
sities of  the  deserving  poor  and  unfortunate.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Town  to  anticipate  such  necessity  of  aid  and  assistance  by 
inquiry  and  investigation,  in  advance  of  claims  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  that  sensitive  and  deserving  people  may  receive 
assistance,  who  might,  because  of  publicity,  refrain  from  mak- 
ing application  for  aid." 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  approved  the  White  Fund  Trust- 
ees' request  for  a  total  distribution  of  $3,500.  The  funds  were 
given  to  the  individuals  and  households  in  need. 

Cornelia  Huber 
Edwin  Miller 
John  Powers 
Trustees 


The  Finance  Committee  also  participated  in  the  Acton 
Leadership  Group,  the  Acton  2001  Workshops,  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen's  Workshop  on  NESWC.  Thanks  in  part  to  these  pro- 
grams, the  Selectmen,  the  Public  and  Regional  School  Commit- 
tees, the  Finance  Committee,  and  the  Town  and  school  staff  have 
made  significant  strides  in  working  together  to  meet  the  long 
range  challenges  facing  our  town. 

In  closing,  the  Finance  Committee  thanks  the  School  and 
Town  Boards,  together  with  their  staffs,  for  providing  informa- 
tion requested  and  for  their  cooperation  throughout  the  year. 

Sharron  Gaudet,  Chair 
David  Steinhilper,  Vice  Chair 
Sidney  Johnston,  Clerk 
Tom  Mackey 
Robert  Miller 
Charles  Olmstead 
Rheta  Roeber 
Jean  Sifleet 

Joe  Bolger,  Associate  Member 
Jim  Corwin,  Associate  Member 


THE  GOODNOW  FUND 


The  Goodnow  Will  specifies  for  the  perpetual  care  pay- 
ment made  to  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  and  the  balance  of  the 
interest  earned  from  the  fund  to  be  paid  to  the  Acton  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


Investment 


$3,000.00 


Receipts  and  Disbursements 

Interest  earned  7/1/94  to  6/30/95 


$152.25 


Town  of  Acton  for  perpetual  care  of  Goodnow  $40.00 
lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Balance  to  Treasurer  of  Acton  Congregational  $489.34 
Church 

Mabel  A.  Grekula 

Shirley  U.  Towle 

Frances  S.  Moretti 

Trustees  of  the  Goodnow  Fund 


Isaac  Davis  Monument  in  Acton  Center 
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rOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


Town  of  Acton 
Trust  Funds 
June  30, 1995 


Group  1 


7/1/94 

New 

Interest 

6/30/95 

Vame 

Balance 

Principal 

Income 

Expend 

Balance 

T-O'S  Betsv  M  Ball 

$10  095  26 

$10  095  26 

r-05  Betsy  M.  Ball 

Income 

36,541.66 

$1,271.29 

$2,627.02 

$2,360.00 

38,079.97 

T-9R  Viimiim  Tiittlf*  Mf*mo 

10  000  00 

10  000  00 

r-28  Vamum  Tuttle  Memo 

Income 

59,500.69 

3,562.58 

63,063.27 

T-16  Elizabeth  M.White 

25,000.00 

25,000.00 

T-16  Elizabeth  M.White 

Income 

6,406.16 

1,922.80 

2,562.50 

5,766.46 

T- 18  George  E.  Whitney 

14,073.70 

14,073.70 

T- 18  George  E.  Whitney 

Income 

12,057.03 

1,378.88 

100.00 

13,335.91 

Sub-Total  Group  1 

$173,674.50 

$1,271.29 

$9,491.28 

$5,022.50 

$179,414.57 

Group  2 

T-03  George  T.  Ames 

$465.49 

$465.49 

T-03  George  T.  Ames 

Income 

702.89 

$61.33 

$68.00 

696.22 

T-04  Arlette  Appleyard 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

T-04  Arlette  Appleyard 

Income 

3,752.58 

302.89 

258.50 

3,796.97 

T-24  Luke  Blanchard 

2,419.24 

2,419.24 

T-24  Luke  Blanchard 

Income 

4,768.40 

374.99 

292.50 

4,850.89 

T-07  A  B  Conant  Family 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-07  A  B  Conant  Family 

Income 

2,161.75 

168.93 

174.00 

2,156.68 

T-10  Dr.  Robert  I  Davis 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-lODr.  Robert  I  Davis 

Income 

2,242.59 

171.62 

177.00 

2,237.21 

T- 1 1  Martha  L  Desmond 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

T- 1 1  Martha  L  Desmond 

Income 

5,671.88 

452.99 

478.50 

5,646.37 

T-20  Frank  C  Hayward 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-20  Frank  C  Hayward 

Income 

5,595.68 

340.01 

99.50 

5,836.19 

T-21  Hoit&  Scott 

500.00 

500.00 

T-21  Hoit  &  Scott 

Income 

980.17 

79.09 

75.00 

984.26 

T-27  Susan  Noyes  Hosmer 

102,238.95 

102,238.95 

T-27  Susan  Noyes  Hosmer 

Income 

131,891.77 

12,347.50 

14,380.99 

129,858.28 

T-34  Jenks  Family 

142,176.26 

142,176.26 

T-34  Jenks  Family 

Income 

113,506.27 

13,512.80 

14,996.50 

112,022.57 

T-36  Ernest  C  Jones 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-36  Ernest  C  Jones 

Income 

999.51 

106.52 

102.00 

1,004.03 

T-23  Frank  R.  Knowlton 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

T-23  Frank  R.  Knowlton 

Income 

1,566.99 

137.19 

141.00 

1,563.18 

T-22  Mrs  Harry  O'Neil 

372.39 

372.39 

T-22  Mrs  Harry  O'Neil 

Income 

1,008.82 

71.02 

29.00 

1,050.84 

T-06  Perpetual  Care  (Old) 

178,259.92 

178,259.92 

T-06  Perpetual  Care  (Old) 

Income 

155,939.54 

17,966.31 

18,647.00 

155,258.85 

T-05  Perpetual  Care  (New) 

417,052.00 

31,431.00 

448,483.00 

T-05  Perpetual  Care  (New) 

Income 

56.629.85 

23,248.88 

25,781.59 

54,097.14 

T-26  Henry  S  Raymond  Care 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 
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llllcrcai 

Name 

Balance  Principal 

Income 

Expend 

Balance  >« 

T-'^fi  Hpnrv  S  RavmnnH  Care 

Tnpnmp 

"R4  "^44  8Q 

<(;'^77  nn 

jU7.  !■ 

I          11(^111  y  w7  ixuviiiwiiu  iviv/iiu 

700  00 

/  \J\J  .yjyj 

7nn  ni] 

Hpnrv  ^  RnvmnnH  IVi^nnn 
1         1  it^iii  y  %j  ivci  y  1 11V711U  ivii_iii  li 

Tnpomp 

■^88  4"^ 

1 8  nn 

1  o.Uu 

/,jOO.j.  ^ 

T- 1  9  PlHriHof*  TonpQ  Rnhhin*; 

1  000  00 

1  nnn  nn  J 

1  ,Uuv.U''  ^ 

incline 

147  n^ 

1 7s  nn 

1  7n'\  . 

T-13  Elbridge  Jones  Robbins,  Woodlawn 

1  'sno  00 

1  y^KJyJ  .\j\J 

1  'snn  nt 

T-13  Elbridge  Jones  Robbins,  Wood  Income 

7  1  I  Q7 

77 s  nn 

7  sni  S'  J 

T-14  Captain  Robbins,  Woodlawn 

0  sno  00 

7  <;nn  ni  J 

T-14  Captain  Robbins,  Woodlawn  Income 

10  71 Q  77 

674  1 1 

"^70  nn 

1  1  C\«A  8'  '.i 

T-15  Eth  R  &  Fred  Rob  &  Geo  Ames 

\J.\J0 

71  7 1  n  n< 

T- 1 5  Eth  R  &  Fred  Rob  &  Geo  A 

Income 

71  Ml  AA 

4  77'^  78 
H,  / /  J.  /  0 

A  onA  on 

71  1  87  n' 
/  i ,  1  oz.U< 

ividry  c  omim 

9  000  00 

7  nnn  nfi 

Z,UOU.Ol' 

T-35  Mary  E  Smith 

Income 

9  901 

774  "^4 

748  nn 

7  1  78  1  (  li 
Z,  1  /  o. 1 ,  * 

T-3 1  Sarah  A  Watson 

9  SOO  00 

7  snn  nf 

T-31  Sarah  A  Watson 

Income 

A  OQS  40 

^Ql  /^fi 

"^^4  '^n 

s  ns7 

T-33  Currie  F  Wells 

'I  000  00 

-J  nnn  nc 

T-33  Currie  F  Wells 

Income 

\A  111  fn 

Qns  4S 

1 sn 

1  J  J.  JU 

1  S  S47  A'  " 

T-29  J  Roland  Wetherbee 

1 0  000  00 

1  \J  y\j\J\J  .\J\J 

1  n  nnn  nc ' 

T-29  J  Roland  Wetherbee 

Income 

f\A  770  f%f\ 

78Q 

1  so  sn 

AO  /lOQ  7C 

T- 1 Q  Gcorpia  A  Whitnev 

1  "SOO  00 

1  sno  or  i 

T-IQ  Genroia  A  Whitnev 

Tnromp 

1,425.36 

156.56 

137.00 

1,444.92 

 ; 

oUO-lOiai  LrrOUp  ^ 

$1,574,563.90  $31,431.00 

$81,338.28 

$82,690.78 

$1,604,642.4C 

Group  3 

T-01  Acton  rib  Conant 

^4  nnn  nn 

<cn  nn 

•64  nnn  nn 

T-01  Acton  HS  Conant 

Income 

i  UO.  J  J 

t777  10 

n  nn 

O.UU 

"^78  S7 
jzo.  jz 

1-  /U  Mark  Clapp  Memorial 

1  1 4?  on 

n  nn 

1  147  nn 

T-70  Mark  Clapp  Memorial 

Income 

974  Q9 

74  78 

n  nn 

"^40  70 

1-  /2  Cnarlotte  Conant 

1  son  on 

n  nn 

1  sno  nn 

1-/2  Cnarlotte  Conant 

Income 

1  n4  "^7 

n  nn 

Af\l  Q7 

HU  /  .  7Z 

1-  /4  Mmne  Uavis 

n  nn 

'\'Xf\  so 

^  A    \  4'  T~V 

T-74  Mmne  Davis 

Income 

1^^9  1  *i 

7S  87 

n  nn 

1 87  07 

1  O  /  .  7  / 

T-76  Hiram  J  Hapgood 

7  on  no 

n  nn 

7nn  nn 

^  /'    J  1  '                  TTT  J 

T-76  Hiram  J  Hapgood 

Income 

41  Ql 

'^1  74 

n  nn 

44S  6S 

T-78  Susan  &  Luther  Conant 

1  000  on 

0  00 

1  000  00 

I  , www. WW 

1- /  O  oU^all  OC  LrUlllCI  ^UIlcllll 

7  814  17 

1Q6  Q1 

0  00 

^011  OR 
^,w  1 1  .wo 

T-90  Katherine  M  Kinsley 

9  461  75 

0  00 

\J  .\J\J 

9,461.75 

i-y\j  Pwdmerine  ivi  ivinsiey 

income 

S  04f>  SQ 

807  S'^ 

0  00 

5  854  1 7 

T-80  Mildred  P  Moore 

7  nnn  nn 

0  on 

7  000  00 

T-80  Mildred  P  Moore 

Income 

QQ 

14S  7^i 

n  nn 

7'^7  7S 

T-82  Mem  Lby  Planters 

1  oon  nn 

n  no 

1  000  00 

1  , www. WW 

T-82  Mem  Lby  Planters 

Income 

1  S^^i  S4 

1  "^4  SO 

SA  7S 

1  ^16  9Q 

T-84  Newell  B  Tainter 

1  I  fiHf,  S4 
1  I  ,UUD. 

0  00 
w.ww 

1  1  ,WWW.  J*T 

T-84  Newell  B  Tainter 

Income 

87^^ 

1  S 1  9Q 

A  OOS  M 

T-86  Luke  Tuttle 

7nn  nn 

0  00 
w.ww 

700  00 

Z.WW.  WW 

T-86  Luke  Tuttle 

Income 

00/1 

S4  '\A 

0  00 
w.ww 

9^8  S9 

T-17  Georgia  E  Whitney 

1  s  nnn  nn 

0.00 

1 5  000  00 

T-17  Georgia  E  Whitney 

Income 

Q87  1  1 

.J,70  /.II 

1  044  78 

0  00 

5  031  89 

T-88  William  A  Wilde 

Q  nnn  nn 

0  00 

w.ww 

9  000  00 

7  »  WWW.  WW 

T-88  William  A  Wilde 

Income 

1,650.33 

623.53 

1,196.10 

1,077.76 

Sub-Total  Group  3 

$78,504.20 

$4,292.11 

$1,402.14 

$81,394.17 
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ame 


i 

02  Acton  Firemens  Relief 
02  Acton  Firemens  Relief 
■37  Acton  Youth  Prog 
37  Acton  Youth  Prog 
3  -09  Conservation  Fund 
41  Drum  Tricentenial 
-40  James  E  Kinsley 
-40  James  E  Kinsley 
-32  W  Acton  Firemans 

ub-Total  Group  4 


L  Goodnow 
L  Goodnow 

(Itub-Total  Group  5 

;rand  total 


Location  #  Description 


7/1/94  New 

Interest 

6/30/95 

Balance  Principal 

Income 

Expend 

Balance 

Group  4 

to  870  00 

150  00 

Ttipnmp 

93  771  'i7 

$5  222  3 1 

0  00 

\J,\J\J 

98  993  88 

70,77  J  .oo 

?  1  074  no 

0  00 

1 1  074  00 

J,0  1  V/.  J  J 

1  400  88 

'\  77S  '^0 

7?  03Q  3X 

1  096  97 

\J.\J\J 

477.69 

23.67 

0  00 

\J  .\J\J 

501  36 

1  000  00 

1  ^\J\J\j  .\J\j 

0  00 

1  000  00 

Income 

3,223.61 

212.51 

0.00 

3,436.12 

8.927.51 

449.76 

0.00 

9,377.27 

$164,160.29 

$8,373.87 

$1,409.88 

$171,124.28 

Group  5 

$3,000.00 

$3,000.00 

Income 

377.09 

$152.25 

$40.00 

489.34 

$3,377.09 

$152.25 

$40.00 

$3,489.34 

$1,994,279.98  $32,702.29 

$103,647.79 

$90,565.30 

$2,040,064.76 

Town  of  Acton 

Budget  &  Encumbrance  Report  - 

All  Locations 

for  the  period  ended  June  30, 1995 

Original         Transfers  to 

Expended 

Budget  Date 

Year  to  Date 

Encumbered 

to  Surplus 

General  Government  $  1 1 , 1 25 ,485 

Acton  Public  Schools  9,570, 1 08 

A-B  Regional  School  District  8,035,260 

Minuteman  Science  &  Tech  670,364 

Grand  Total  $29,401,217 


$84,325 


$10,065,423 
9,418,794 
8,035,260 
497,496 


$84,325  $28,016,973 


$196,681 
222,881 


$419,562 


$863,381 
12,758 
0 

172,868 


$1,049,007 


School  Transfer  of  $84,325  approved  at  4/95  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
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Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Penalty/Int  on  Taxes 

Lieu  of  Taxes 

Other  Charge  for  Serv 

Fees 

Rentals 

Dept  Rev-Lby 

Dept  Rev-Ceme 

Other  Dept  Rev 

Licenses/Permits 

Fines/Forfeits 

Investments 

Total 

State  Receipts 


Description 

Enterprise  Funds: 
COA  Van  Service 
Septage  Disposal 
Nursing 
NESWC 

Revolving  Funds: 
Building  Dept 
Historical  Dist  Comm 
Sealer  of  W/M 

Recreation 

School  Choice 

Commuter  Pkng  Lot 

Fire  Outside  Detail 
Police  Outside  Detail 


Town  of  Acton 
State  and  Local  Receipts  -  FY95 
Estimated  vs  Actual 

FY  1995 
Estimate 

$1,292,942.00 
204,411.00 
12,108.00 
71,216.00 
204,000.00 
26,927.00 
25,736.00 
36,656.00 
52,874.00 
210,552.00 
101,064.00 
206,087.00 


$2,444,573.00 


$2,014,503.00 


Town  of  Acton 
Report  of  Special  Revenue  Funds 
as  of  June  30, 1995 


Begin  Bal 
l-Jui-94 


$25,845.99 
28,499.03 
267,730.30 
1,069,917.83 


27,061.19 
196.11 


5,405.29 

61,280.38 

10,311.72 

7,537.61 
3,673.60 


Receipts  to 
30-Jun-95 


$31,871.67 
107,266.00 
499,348.73 
612,725.32 


62,835.00 
460.00 
6,108.00 

2,102.48 

178,890.00 

38,270.09 

3,896.97 
123,703.44 


Expenses  to 
30-Jun-95 


$38,175.91 
90,932.71 
398,847.65 
1,417,011.03 


43,707.15 
211.44 
3,377.00 

1,309.92 

134,650.27 

4,892.04 

3,414.62 
123,690.21 


FY  1995 
Actual  to  6/30/S»|esc 


$1,642,551.02 
192,999.06 
11,226.10 
89,046.43 
286,407.00 
22,433.24 
31,383.60 
36,680.50 
65,872.75 
219,628.24 
109,787.15 
440,532.16 


fC 


$3,148,547.25 


$1,968,308.00 


General  Fund 
Subsidy 


$6,304.00 
916,000.00 


Balance 
30-Jun-9i 


$25,845.7 
44,832.3: 
368,231.31 
1,181,632.1: 


46,189.0^ 
444.6' 
2,73 1.0( 

6,197.8! 

105,520.1) 

43,689.7' 

8,019.9e 
3,686.83 
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Town  of  Acton 
Debt  Schedule 
June  30, 1995 


escription  of  Debt 


985  General  Obligation  Bond 

986  General  Obligation  Bond 

987  General  Obligation  Bond 
994  General  Purpose  Loan 

otai 

few  Issue  8/94  -  $880,000 

rOWN  TREASURER 


Balance 
7/1/94 

$100,000 
850,000 
400,000 


Prin  Pd 
FY95 

$50,000 
350,000 
100,000 


$1,350,000 


$500,000 


OFFICE  OF  THE  COLLECTOR 
ANTHONY  A.  RASSIAS 
TOWN  TREASURER/COLLECTOR  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1995 


lEAL  ESTATE  TAX 
991  &  Prior 

992 
1993 
994 
995 

ub  Total: 

fERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAX 
991  &  Prior 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Sub  Total: 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAX 

1990  &  Prior 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

Total: 


The  information  shown  on  this  report  is  unaudited  and  is  subject  to  final  reconciliation. 
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Balance 
6/30/95 

$50,000 
500,000 
300,000 
880,000 


;  1,730,000 


Abatements 

Transfers 

Balance 

And 

10 

Net 

Balance 

7/1/94 

Commitments 

Adjustments 

Tax  Liens 

Collections 

6/30/95 

$4,663 

$4,784 

(4,928) 

14,525 

(11,391) 

57,290 

430,511 

138,390 

$334,373 

$163,145 

$26,498,292 

102,711 

12,742 

26,063,181 

$319,658 

$418,855 

$26,498,292 

$317,700 

$347,115 

$26,226,326 

$319,658 

$14,051 

$1,164 

$539 

$12,348 

15,180 

326 

14,854 

12,240 

98 

12,142 

10,050 

1,444 

3,220 

5,386 

$478,839 

2,320 

451,176 

25,343 

$470,376 

$26,977,131 

$322,628 

$347,115 

$26,681,685 

$389,731 

$65,807 

$407 

$6,816 

$58,584 

19,602 

3,124 

16,478 

15,384 

2,237 

13,147 

15,832 

3,005 

801 

8.458 

9,578 

43,815 

375,674 

31,744 

376,484 

11,261 

1,414,722 

82,440 

1,269,581 

62,701 

$160,440 

$1,793,401 

$115,392 

$1,666,700 

$171,749 

HUMAN  SERVICES 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 


In  1995,  The  Acton  Commission  on  Disability  continued 
to  rebuild  its  membership.  Although  our  membership  has  risen 
to  six,  the  commission  should  have  nine  members.  This  has  had 
a  major  impact  on  what  we  can  accomplish.  We  are  seriously 
looking  for  interested  and  dedicated  people  to  join  us. 

In  June,  we  lost  our  Town  Liaison,  Mary  Ellen  Mayo.  Mary 
Ellen,  who  had  also  been  a  commission  member  in  past  years, 
was  a  knowledgeable  and  tireless  champion  of  those  with  dis- 
abilities. Although  the  commission  has  not  been  assigned  a  new 
Town  Liaison,  we  have  come  to  realize  how  important  such  a 
person  is  for  keeping  communications  open  between  the  com- 
mission and  the  Town  it  serves. 

This  year  we  have  primarily  acted  as  a  Town  resource.  We 
have  provided  recommendations  on  making  playgrounds  acces- 
sible for  handicapped  children  and  are  evaluating  the  plans  for 
the  proposed  library  addition  from  the  perspective  of  those  with 
disabilities. 

This  year  Acton  implemented  the  Enhanced  911  system. 
The  commission  worked  closely  with  Police  Lt.  Frank  Widmayer, 
E-91 1  Municipal  Coordinator,  to  identify  those  who  might  want 
to  take  advantage  of  a  special,  voluntary  feature  of  the  program 
open  to  those  with  disabilities.  This  feature  would  allow  anyone 
with  a  permanent  disability  to  register  his/her  name  and  address 
along  with  a  specific  code.  The  code  will  alert  the  emergency 
dispatcher  to  any  special  conditions  existing  at  the  caller's  ad- 
dress, including  whether  the  individual  communicates  through 
the  use  of  TTY  and/or  has  a  disability  that  may  hinder  evacua- 
tion or  transport. 

An  important  concern  of  the  commission  is  education.  We 
have  continued  the  tradition  of  donating  educational  materials 
to  the  Acton  Memorial  Library.  This  year  our  tree  at  the  Festival 
of  Trees  featured  pictures  of  those  with  disabilities  in  active  roles 
at  work,  home,  and  at  play. 

The  commission  has  the  tools  for  excellent  sensitivity  train- 
ing for  school  children  -  the  Kids  on  the  Block  Puppets.  In  the 
past,  these  life-size  puppets,  each  with  a  different  disability,  have 
delighted  and  educated  Acton  children.  Unfortunately,  the  spe- 
cial group  that  was  handling  the  puppet  programs  has  disbanded 
and  no  one  has  taken  its  place.  We  would  like  to  see  the  Kids  on 
the  Block  program  become  an  on-going  high  school  project. 
Rather  than  let  the  puppets  go  to  waste,  we  have  loaned  them  to 
high  .schools  in  neighboring  towns  so  that  their  students  could 
hold  sensitivity  training  sessions. 

We  still  have  a  small  gift  fund  that  was  donated  by  Ed 
Kelly.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  financial  assistance  to  people 


01 

with  disabilities  who  are  in  need  of  specific  products  or  service? 
that  they  could  not  otherwise  afford  to  obtain  through  other  re 
sources.  We  are  looking  for  people  who  need  such  help. 

Because  of  membership  problems,  we  did  not  completii  * 
the  Accessible  Acton,  our  planned  booklet  to  provide  those  witW 
disabilities  a  handy  guide  to  the  accessibility  of  local  establish 
ments  and  services.  However,  we  hope  this  will  be  completed  iw 
1996.  We  hope  it  will  encourage  and  allow  everyone  to  enjoy 
the  resources  our  town  has  to  offer. 


Carol  F.  Stimmel,Chair 

Dana  Snyder-Grant,  Vice  Chair 

Mary  Billingsley,  Recording  Secretary 

Elaine  Havas,  Corresponding  Secretary 

Barbara  Reichert,  Treasurer 

Joanne  Dillon 
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I 

(OMMUNITY 

lOUSING  CORPORATION 


During  1995  the  Acton  Community  Housing  Corporation 
CHC)  successfully  concluded  several  agreements  which  will 
Dvide  opportunities  for  moderate  income  families  to  own 
iltlmes  in  Acton. 


Through  a  cooperative  effort  with  the  Planning  Board  and 
veloper  Kirk  Ware,  the  ACHC  received  a  contribution  of 
75,000  as  a  condition  of  the  Planning  Board's  approval  of  the 
:om  Park  development.  Using  these  funds,  supported  by  the 
nerous  volunteer  efforts  of  ACHC  members  as  well  as  the  as- 
tance  of  the  Concord  Cooperative  Bank  in  approving  a  mort- 
ge.  the  ACHC  purchased  a  three  bedroom  home  at  1 5  Minute- 
an  Road,  solicited  and  approved  applicants,  conducted  a  lot- 
7,  and  transferred  the  home  to  a  single  mother  of  a  small  son 
no  grew  up  in  Acton  and  works  at  a  local  bank.  The  home  was 
Id  under  State  guidelines  for  the  moderate  income  families  for 
>4,500  and  restrictions  were  recorded  which  will  require  fu- 
re  transfers  to  remain  within  affordable  guidelines.  The  home 
as  also  accepted  by  the  State's  Executive  Office  of  Communi- 
;s  and  Development  as  counting  toward  the  State's  10%  guide- 
le  for  local  community  supported  affordable  housing  opportu- 
ties.  With  the  remaining  funds  from  Acorn  Park,  the  ACHC  is 
orking  to  locate  a  second  home  which  will  be  made  available 
r  purchase  by  a  moderate  income  family. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  Planning  Board  and  New  View 
eighborhood  Development,  Inc.,  New  View  agreed  to  sell  one 
lit  in  its  development  off  Central  Street  in  West  Acton  to  a 
oderate  income  family  under  the  State's  affordable  housing 
iidelines  and  also  to  contribute  an  additional  $100,000  to  fur- 
er  promote  affordable  housing  opportunities  in  Acton. 

Northwest  Structures,  the  developer  of  the  Bellows  Farm 
oject  off  Davis  Road,  has  agreed  to  designate  five  homes  within 
le  development  to  be  sold  under  the  State's  affordable  housing 
iidelines. 

Finally,  a  Homerule  Petition  approved  by  Town  Meeting 
pending  in  the  Legislature  which  will  reorganize  the  ACHC 
5  an  official  Town  board  operating  under  the  authority  of  the 
electmen. 

The  inability  of  families  of  moderate  means  to  remain  in 
r  move  to  wealthy  communities  is  a  serious  social  concern.  In 
lany  cases  the  cost  of  owning  a  home  in  Acton  does  not  allow 
ersons  who  grew  up  here  or  persons  who  work  here  to  live  in 
ur  community.  On  a  larger  scale,  excluding  moderate  income 
imilies  from  purchasing  homes  in  wealthier  communities  un- 
ermines  the  concepts  of  equal  opportunity  and  diversity  which 
upport  our  social  fabric.  In  1996,  the  ACHC  will  continue  its 
fforts  to  expand  home  ownership  opportunities  for  families 


working  to  obtain  the  same  quality  of  life  we  all  seek,  but  whose 
financial  circumstances  exclude  them  from  owning  a  home  in 
Acton. 

Peter  Berry,  Chair 

Robert  Wiltse,  Vice-Chair 

Tom  Dill,  Pam  Fleetman, 

Stephen  Graham,  Kevin  McManus, 

Naomi  McManus,  Jane  Mullin, 

Pam  Shuttle,  Nancy  Tavemier, 

ACHC  Directors 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


The  Smith-Cloonan  Senior  Center,  50  Audubon  Drive,  is 
in  its  second  year  of  operation.  The  Center  houses  the  COA 
office  with  its  administration  function  and  two  large  rooms  for 
dining  and  social  activities  available  to  the  2,200  citizens,  60 
years  and  older,  who  reside  in  the  Town.  A  direct  mail  newslet- 
ter keeps  seniors  notified  of  pertinent  information  and  COA  ac- 
tivities. Day  programs  developed  at  the  Center  include  exer- 
cise, art,  crafts,  pool,  dance,  movies,  bridge,  and  educational 
forums. 

Some  of  the  COA  direct  services  include  home-delivered 
meals,  varied  day  classes,  bus  trips  to  shopping,  cultural,  and 
recreational  events,  intake  of  fuel  assistance  applications,  tax 
assistance,  a  friendly  visitor  program,  professional  speaker  pre- 
sentations, telephone  reassurance  calls,  intervention  and  advo- 
cacy for  individuals  involved  with  social  agencies,  assistance 
with  health  insurance  forms,  emergency  transportation  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis,  counseling  with  adult  children,  lending  medical/ 
home  equipment,  maintenance  of  a  collection  of  printed  materi- 
als, and  scheduling  of  home  visits. 

Town  elders  and  handicapped  persons  have  the  availabil- 
ity of  two  door-to-door  vans  for  area  transportation  for  modest 
fees.  The  COA  schedules  the  COA  van  which  is  a  16  passenger, 
two  wheelchair  station  vehicle.  Funding  for  the  service  of  this 
van  and  the  ten  passenger  Road  Runner  is  administered  by  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  using  Federal,  State,  and  Town 
assessments.  Some  funding  for  staffing  is  received  through  the 
Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs.  Friends  of  the  Acton  COA 
Inc.  provide  substantial  ongoing  program  support  through  gen- 
erous gifts  which  are  most  appreciated  by  our  senior  citizens. 

The  COA  has  many  friends  and  volunteers  in  the  commu- 
nity without  whom  services  and  group  social  occasions  for  our 
elders  would  not  be  possible.  We  thank  the  Acton  Rotary  Club 
for  their  annual  chicken  barbecue,  the  Confirmation  classes  at 
St.  Elizabeth's  for  dinner.  Theatre  III  for  free  dress  rehearsals, 
Acton  Lions  Club  for  fiscal  support,  the  Salvation  Army  for 
Hillcrest  Lodge  availability,  McDonald's  for  games,  Northeast 
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Correctional  for  lunches,  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  Junior  Women's 
and  Acton  Women's  Club  for  programs  and  Explorer  Post  7  and 
Civil  Defense  volunteers  who  gave  hours  of  labor.  We  also  thank 
our  faithful  wheel-a-drivers,  friendly  visitors,  and  all  our  other 
program  volunteers. 

There  is  an  ongoing  need  for  volunteers  who  wish  one- 
on-one  contact  with  elders  or  who  wish  to  work  with  groups  at 
the  Center.  Call  the  COA  office,  264-9643,  if  you  can  give  a 
donation  of  time. 


Roy  Trafton,  Chair 
Margaret  Beddoe 
Angelene  Conn 
Warren  Donovan 


HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 


Marcia  Epstein 
Peggy  Erlanger 
Constance  Krea 
James  Parker 


1995  has  proven  financially  challenging  once  again  for 
the  Acton  Housing  Authority's  Board  and  staff  as  we  strived  to 
break  the  cycle  of  poverty  in  an  environment  that  saw  several 
Federal  and  State  cutbacks  in  housing  and  social  service  pro- 
grams. 

This  year  we  formally  dedicated  our  Campership  Program 
after  its  founder  and  former  employee,  Doli  Atamian.  Doli  was 
well  known  throughout  the  Acton  Community  as  an  advocate 
for  children  and  single  parents.  The  Doli  Atamian  Campership 
Program  successfully  raised  over  $4700  in  1995  which  enabled 
39  children  to  attend  summer  camp  and  three  to  attend  summer 
school. 

The  Acton-Boxborough  United  Way's  award  of  $3500 
funded  an  8-week  Workshop  on  Life  Skills,  a  12-month  Parent 
Aide  Mentor  Program  for  eight  at-risk  families,  and  a  six-week 
workshop  on  Parenting  Skills. 

It  should  be  noted  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  manages 
its  housing  units  through  Federal  and  State  Contracts  and  while 
the  Town  benefits  from  the  many  proactive  programs  run  for 
our  clients,  none  of  the  Town's  Property  Tax  revenues  are  used. 
All  the  programs  are  offered  through  the  efforts  of  volunteers 
and  by  donations  received  from  local  patrons,  community  orga- 
nizations, and  State  Grants. 

During  the  holiday  season  77  families/elderly/handicapped 
were  adopted  by  several  area  Girl  Scout  and  Boy  Scout  Troops, 
the  maternity  floor  at  Emerson  Hospital,  Mulberry  Child  Care 
&  Preschool,  by  members  of  the  Acton  Congregational  Church, 
the  Theratix  Company,  by  members  of  the  Congregation  Beth 
Elohim,  by  employees  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Trans- 


portation Department  as  well  as  many  individual  families.  T 
Lions  Club  and  Agile  Networks  donated  monies  to  purchase 
turkeys;  Agile  Networks  donated  14  holiday  food  baskets;  t 
Children's  World  Learning  Center  provided  29  individi 
children's  holiday  gifts;  the  Fleet  Bank  collected  holiday  g 
stockings  for  our  children,  elderly  and  handicapped  clients 
well  as  donating  30  tickets  to  the  Children's  Museum;  K-M 
provided  holiday  gifts  to  75  of  our  children  through  its  Givi 
Tree  as  well  as  a  Visit  with  Santa  and  a  gift  certificate;  the  Act 
Junior  Women's  Club  provided  free  passes  to  a  Visit  with  Sar 
for  33  Children  and  their  mothers  and  A-B  Regional  High  Schc 
Students  under  the  direction  of  Kay  Steeves  collected  holid 
gifts  for  several  of  our  teenagers.  This  year  we  were  contact 
by  several  of  our  former  clients  requesting  to  adopt  a  family 
an  elderly  person  for  the  holiday. 

Our  successes  this  year  are  due  to  the  wide  support  \ 
have  received  from  individual  residents  and  the  community 
large  by  giving  of  their  time  and  monies  locally.  A  special  than 
to  all  of  you;  we  appreciate  your  support  of  our  efforts. 

Tom  Dill,  Chair 

Betty  McManus,  Executive  Director 

Jean  Schoch,  Vice-Chair 

Barbara  Yates,  Treasurer 

John  Noun,  Secretary,  State  Appointee 

Wanda  Sharpe,  Member 
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1INUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 


Acton  is  one  of  16  towns  in  an  area  stretching  from  Ar- 
'  igton  to  Harvard  that  receives  help  for  citizens  over  sixty  from 
• '  [inuteman  Home  Care  (MHC).  This  private  nonprofit  corpora- 

3n  is  committed  to  its  primary  mission  to:  (1)  provide  elders 
^'  ith  the  assistance  they  need  to  live  independently  in  their  own 

)mes  and  communities  and  (2)  support  family  members  in  their 
1^'  forts  to  maintain  an  ongoing  caregiving  role.  MHC  is  directed 

/  a  Board  of  28  members  of  whom  20  are  appointed  by  the 

iwns  served.  The  number  of  members  representing  each  town 

based  on  the  population  of  persons  overage  sixty  in  that  town; 

cton  has  one  member.  There  are  also  8  members-at-large  ap- 

minted  by  the  Board. 

As  part  of  the  Massachu.setts  Home  Care  system,  Minute- 
^ '  lan  Home  Care  is  responsible  for  delivery  of  services  under  the 
'■  irection  of  the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Af- 
lirs.  The  largest  part,  74.3%,  of  MHC  funds  comes  from  the 
ate  in  support  of  these  programs.  MHC  is  also  the  Federal  Area 
gency  on  Aging  for  these  16  towns.  In  this  role,  MHC  admin- 
ters  Federal  funds  in  support  of  programs  under  the  Older 
.mericans  Act;  these  funds  make  up  15.8%  of  the  MHC  bud- 
et.  The  remainder  of  funds  administered  by  MHC  come  from 
onations  from  corporate  and  individual  sources  as  well  as  the 
'nited  Way;  client  fees;  private  fund  raising  programs;  and  lo- 
al  share  contributions  currently  being  paid  by  the  15  of  the  16 
)wns.  Acton  is  the  only  town  served  by  MHC  which  did  not 
lake  its  local  share  contribution  in  1995. 

A  total  of  995  Acton  citizens  over  sixty  years  of  age  re- 
eived  services  totaling  $250,189  in  value  during  the  fiscal  year 
nded  June  30,  1995.  This  is  an  increase  from  the  764  Acton 
itizens  who  received  $213,833  worth  of  services  during  the 
revious  fiscal  year.  These  services  were  distributed  as  follows: 


Dollar 

Services 

Clients 

Amount 

Money  Management: 

3 

909 

Independent  Living  Fund: 

1 

164 

Shine: 

13 

593 

Older  Men's  Outreach: 

7 

840 

Prostate  Cancer  Awareness  Program: 

156 

1,253 

TOTAL: 

995 

$250,189 

*  Calls 


Submitted  by 

Richard  M.  King,  Acton  member 
Minuteman  Home  Care  Board 


Minuteman  Home  Care 
Fiscal  Year  1995 


Town  of:  Acton 


Dollar 

lervices 

Clients 

Amount 

nformation  and  Referral: 

94* 

$2,313 

Tase  Management  -  In  Home  Services 

47 

142,658 

*rotective  Services: 

11 

8,274 

Pransportation: 

8 

8,578 

iome  Delivered  Meals: 

59 

30,476 

lating  Together  Program: 

232 

37,358 

Cursing  Home  Prescreening: 

45 

8,737 

Respite  Companion: 

2 

1,772 

"Cursing  Home  Ombudsman: 

294 

2,865 

^egal  Services: 

11 

1,605 

senior  Aide  (Older  Workers): 

0 

0 

Mzheimers  Services: 

2 

695 

Volunteer  Services: 

210 

1.099 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH 
NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  has  been  providing 
health  care  services  to  residents  of  the  Town  of  Acton  since  1923. 
The  caregivers  and  support  personnel  of  the  Nursing  Service  are 
dedicated  to  serving  the  residents  of  Acton.  Our  local  focus 
makes  it  possible  for  us  to  provide  services  tailored  to  the  needs 
of  Acton's  residents. 

A  division  of  the  Health  Department,  the  Nursing  Service 
carries  out  many  health-related  functions  including  communi- 
cable disease  follow-up,  cholesterol  and  blood  pressure  screen- 
ing, podiatry  clinics,  well-child  clinics,  tuberculosis  testing 
(Mantoux  tests),  and  immunizations  (including  influenza  vac- 
cine each  Fall). 

The  Nursing  Service  also  provides  a  wide  range  of  ser- 
vices to  homebound  citizens,  reimbursed  by  Medicare  and  other 
third  party  payers.  Nurses,  home  health  aides,  physical  thera- 
pists, an  occupational  therapist,  a  speech  therapist  and  a  medical 
social  worker  visit  Acton  residents  who  need  skilled  services  in 
their  homes.  Referrals  for  evaluation  are  made  by  individuals, 
family  members,  or  health  care  providers. 

Acton  is  one  of  several  communities  in  Massachusetts 
which  have  chosen  to  be  delegated  by  the  State  Office  for  Chil- 
dren to  license  their  own  group  day  care  centers,  using  state  cri- 
teria. Kathy  Mersereau,  RN,  the  Community  Health  Nurse,  is 
able  to  closely  monitor  day  care  centers  for  compliance  with 
standards  and  to  respond  quickly  to  problems. 

The  Nursing  Service  is  fortunate  to  have  the  ongoing  fi- 
nancial and  volunteer  support  of  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Nurs- 
ing Service  (FANS).  In  addition  to  publicizing  our  activities 
and  services,  members  assist  with  flu  and  podiatry  clinics,  fund 
special  programs,  and  purchase  equipment  for  clients  and  health- 
related  books  for  the  Memorial  Library. 

The  members  of  the  Professional  Advisory  Committee 
continue  to  advise  the  Administrator  on  policy  matters  and  to 
participate  in  Medicare-mandated  professional  reviews  of  client 

medical  records. 

The  Fire  Department  dispatchers  facilitate  our  communi- 
cation with  our  home  care  clients  during  evening  and  weekend 
hours.  We  value  our  close  working  relationships  with  Carol  Lake 
and  her  colleagues  at  the  Council  on  Aging.  These  people  de- 
serve our  special  thanks. 

Meg  Low,  R.N.,  M.S. 
Administrator 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 
NURSING  SERVICE  STATISTICS 
FISCAL  YEAR  1995 

Home  Visits 

Registered  Nurse 
Home  Health  Aide 
Physical  Therapy 
Speech  Therapy 
Occupational  Therapy 
Medical  Social  Work 

TOTAL  HOME  VISITS 

Health  Promotion 

Cholesterol  tests 
Lead  tests 
TB  tests 

Blood  pressure  checks  (at  screening  clinics) 
Podiatry  visits  (at  clinics) 
Office  visits 
Well  child  visits 

Influenza  vaccine/Fall  1995 
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These  statistics  reflect  a  busy  year  for  the  Nursing  Se 
vice,  with  increases  shown  in  both  home  visits  and  health  pn 
motion  encounters. 

Please  call  264-9653  for  information  concerning  any  « 
our  services. 
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lEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
JND  MEASURES  


The  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  annually  checks  the 
Jturacy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used  by  retail 
)^  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their  trade. 

This  includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard  goods 
J  measuring  devices,  as  well  as  investigating  complaints  in 
sale  of  cordwood. 


Gas  Pumps 
Adjusted 
Not  Sealed 
Scales  Sealed 
Adjusted 
Not  Sealed 
Vehicle  Tank  Sealed 
Bulk  Storage  Sealed 
Fees  Collected 


Number  of  devices  sealed 

188 
7 
0 
163 
26 
1 
5 
2 

$,6,560. 


Mark  J.  Fitzpatrick 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


ETERANS'  GRAVES 


The  following  are  the  name,  branch  of  service,  date  of 
ath,  and  location  of  interment  of  the  nineteen  known  United 
ates  Veterans  interred  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  in  1995: 


Iward  A.  Cabral 

WWII 

U.S.  Navy 

January  16,  1995 

Woodlawn 

exander  A.  Morissette 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

January  28,  1995 

Woodlawn 

anley  H.  Osbom,  Jr. 

WW  II 

U.S.  Army 

January  28,  1995 

Woodlawn 

igene  Richardson  Buck 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

February  12,  1995 

Mt.  Hope 

irl  Leonard  Olson 

U.S.  Navy 

February  16,  1995 

Woodlawn 

artin  C.  Gross,  M.D. 

Vietnam 

U.S.  Army 

March  2,  1995 

Woodlawn 

:o  C.  Cunningham 

WW  II  U.S. 

Army  Air  Force 

May  19,  1995 

Mt.  Hope 

'ter  Michael  Cornelius 

Vietnam 

U.S.  Navy 

June  14,  1995 

Woodlawn 

orman  D.  Lake 

Korea 

U.S.  Army 

June  16,  1995 

Mt.  Hope 

«hn  S.  Hawkes 

Vietnam 

U.S.  Air  Force 

July  6,  1995 

Mt.  Hope 

»hn  O'Keefe 

Peacetime 

U.S.  Army 

August  21,  1995 

Mt.  Hope 

Clough  Vettrus 
William  J.  Cotton,  Jr. 
Wayne  J.  Penton 
Thomas  P.  Marks 
Stanley  Szidat 
Richard  A.  Landry 
John  J.  Marshall,  Jr. 
Robert  R.  Major 


WW  II 
August  24,  1995 
WW  II,  Korea,  Vietnam 
September  30,  1995 

Vietnam 
September  30,  1995 
WW  II,  Korea 
October  29,  1995 
Korea 
November  28,  1995 

Peacetime 
December  2,  1995 

Decembers,  1995 

Korea 
December  13,  1995 


U.S. Army 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Army 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Marines 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Navy 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Army 
Woodlawn 

U.S.  Air  Force 
Mt.  Hope 

U.S.  Air  Force 
Woodlawn 
U.S.  Navy 
Mt.  Hope 


In  preparation  for  Memorial  Day,  veteran  flag  standards 
and  American  flags  are  placed  on  the  graves  of  all  known  U.S. 
Veterans.  If  this  information  was  omitted  on  the  burial  permit  or 
cremation  certificate,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  that  your  loved 
one  was  a  veteran  unless  we  receive  a  Government  grave  marker. 
The  United  States  Government  will  provide  a  bronze  or  granite 
veteran's  grave  marker  at  no  cost  to  the  family,  provided  that  the 
next-of-kin  fills  out  an  application,  available  from  all  funeral 
directors  or  from  the  Veterans'  Agent,  and  forwards  it  to  the 
proper  authority. 

If  you  know  of  a  veteran  whose  grave  has  not  been  recog- 
nized with  a  flag  and  flag  standard,  please  call  the  cemetery  of- 
fice at  264-9644  with  the  applicable  information. 

Cemetery  Department 
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 EDUCATION 

ACTON  AND  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
SCHOOLS  REPORT 


This  year  was  characterized  by  continued  commitment  and 
generosity  of  parents  and  a  renewed  sense  of  support  from  the 
total  community.  Not  only  was  our  budget  capable  of  handling 
the  reinstatement  of  the  K-2  programs  we  had  eliminated  last 
year,  but  we  received  additional  support  for  capital  improve- 
ments in  the  areas  of  ADA,  health  and  safety,  and  technology. 
All  seven  of  our  buildings  are  now  networked. 

This  improvement  does  not  mean  that  all  of  our  problems 
have  been  solved.  We  are  still  experiencing  class  sizes  which 
are  too  large  for  the  educational  programs  we  provide.  There 
are  programs  and  activities  which  we  would  like  to  offer  which 
we  cannot  at  this  time.  And  the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1993 
continues  to  be  felt  at  all  levels  of  the  school  system  as  we  deal 
with  professional  development,  recertification,  time  and  learn- 
ing mandates,  common  core  and  curriculum  frameworks,  tech- 
nology planning,  etc.  All  of  these  tasks  are  superimposed  on 
what  is  already  a  challenging  list  of  obligations  for  staff  in  the 
school  districts. 

Nonetheless,  students,  teachers  and  administrators  continue 
to  perform  at  high  levels  on  many  dimensions-  academically, 
athletically,  artistically,  personally  and  professionally,  and  so  the 
Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  school  districts  maintain  a  repu- 
tation which  attracts  people  to  the  communities  and  to  our 
schools.  You  will  see  the  details  in  this  report  which  is  written 
by  many  staff  members. 

Because  of  the  "contract"  we  have  made  with  the  commu- 
nity that  we  will  reexamine  constantly  what  we  do,  we  look  at 
everything  we  do  through  the  lenses  of  efficiency,  effectiveness, 
quality,  and  the  entrepreneurial  spirit.  We  "out-source"  when  it 
makes  sense,  and  we  provide  from  within  when  that  is  the  better 
solution.  In  addition,  we  are  also  quite  pleased  with  the  mutu- 
ally-beneficial relationship  we  enjoy  with  the  Town  of  Acton. 

In  sum,  we  are  proud  of  our  schools  systems,  both  as  they 
meet  the  challenges  of  a  new  educational  era  and  as  they  lead 
the  way. 

ENROLLMENT 

The  elementary  school  enrollment  from  October  1,  1994 
to  October  1,  1995  increased  from  2191  to  2209  (+18).  School 
choice  students  decreased  from  57  to  37  (-20).  Kindergarten 
enrollment  increased  from  292  to  313  (+21).  The  junior  high 
school  enrollment  grew  from  638  to  702  (+64)  with  an  increase 
of  13  (72  to  85)  choice  students.  The  high  school  numbers  went 
from  1282  to  1292  (+10)  with  212  choice  students,  up  from  210 
(+2)  a  year  earlier. 


LIBRARIES 


PERSONNEL 

Staffing  changes  for  the  1994-95  school  year  included  tl!  |o 
June,  1994  retirement  of  three  APS  and  six  ABRSD  teachenm 
the  approved  leaves  of  absence  of  one  APS  and  one  ABRSi 
teacher,  the  death  of  one  APS  teacher,  the  resignation  of  fr 
teachers  and  the  hiring  of  13.96  full-time  equivalent  new  teac 
ers.  "School  Choice"  moneys  helped  keep  class  sizes  from  i 
creasing  at  an  even  greater  rate.  Restructuring  in  the  Centr 
Office  resulted  in  combining  the  Director  of  Personnel  and  C 
rector  of  Curriculum/Instruction  positions  into  one  Assistant  S 
perintendent  position.  As  of  July  1,  Malcolm  Reid,  former  C 
rector  of  Personnel,  joined  the  Junior  High  staff  as  principj 
and  Sandra  Wilensky  was  appointed  the  principal  of  Merriat 
School. 

Three  regional  and  two  public  teachers  began  the  scho 
year  working  in  private  industry  as  part  of  the  extemship  pr 
gram.  The  thirteen  teachers  who  had  participated  previous 
have  returned  to  our  schools  with  new  knowledge  and  a  renews 
energy  for  working  with  Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  student 

PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Based  on  the  impetus  of  Education  Reform,  we  embark< 
on  an  extensive  professional  development  program  which  w; 
available  to  all  staff.  During  the  year  we  offered  over  40  coursi 
and  workshops.  Many  of  the  offerings  were  centered  on  foi 
main  themes;  assessment,  diversity  and  inclusion,  heterogeneot 
grouping,  and  technology.  The  individual  courses  were  seen  ; 
strands  emanating  from  the  themes.  Courses  offered  include 
Strategies  for  High  Curriculum  Standards  and  Fostering  Respec 
Meeting  the  Needs  of  a  Diverse  Student  Population  Within  Oi 
Schools,  Cooperative  Learning,  Creative  Conflict  Resolutio 
Introduction  to  Telecommunications,  The  Use  of  Grading  Sol 
ware  in  MacSchool  and  The  Use  of  Presentation  Software/Mu 
timedia. 

The  district  also  applied  for,  and  was  granted,  the  status  i 
Professional  Development  Provider  by  the  Massachusetts  D( 
partment  of  Education.  As  a  result  courses  and  workshops  whic 
we  offer  can  be  used  by  teachers  for  the  purpose  of  recertific. 
tion. 

We  also  have  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  EDCO  Co 
laborative  in  offering  a  number  of  outstanding  professional  di 
velopment  opportunities  for  the  staff. 

CURRICULUM  DEVELOPMENT 

During  the  school  year,  work  continued  on  the  implemei 
tation  of  the  new  K-6  Social  Studies  curriculum.  The  currici 
lum  has  been  enthusiastically  received  by  staff  We  have  al.s 
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itinued  toward  the  design  of  a  developmentally-appropriate 
llth  education  curriculum  for  K- 1 2.  This  process  has  involved 
ut  from  staff,  community,  and  students  where  appropriate. 

Following  are  descriptions  of  the  several  research  and  de- 
J  opment  (R  &  D)  projects  which  were  underway  during  the 
K  iimer  and  fall  of  1995: 

{! 

fi  •  Eileen  Sullivan  and  elementary  teachers  from  three 
schools  met  to  develop  a  unit  on  Africa  and  Kenya  for 
1  second  grade  students.  This  project  will  provide  all 
1'  schools  with  a  curriculum  resource  notebook  introduc- 
I  ing  the  continent  of  Africa  and  then  teaching  students 
S  about  children's  lives  in  Kenya. 
[ 

P     •  Jim  Chace,  Priscilla  Kotyk  and  several  Acton- 
ii         Boxborough  teachers  worked  on  the  development  of 
the  Districts'  Technology  Plan. 

10  •   R.  J.  Grey  Junior  High  teachers  developed  a  project- 

based  Team.  Four  directives  were  addressed-  project- 
is         based  learning,  interdisciplinary  learning,  alternative 

*  assessment,  and  increased  parent  involvement.  They 
1         also  did  more  specialized  math,  science,  English  and 

social  studies  planning  for  the  start  of  the  school  year. 

•  The  English  Department  at  the  high  school  revised  the 
I"  English  I  course.  Combined  Average  and  Above  Aver- 

*  age  English  1  classes  required  new  instructional  ap- 
^  proaches.  Also  the  Basic  classes  in  9th  and  10th  grades 
1  were  replaced  by  modified  English  1  and  English  2 
"I  classes  to  accommodate  the  learning  styles  and  skill 

11  levels  of  students  needing  a  different  approach  than  that 
le  of  typical  English  classes. 

M 

3i     •  The  Math  Department  at  both  the  junior  high  and  se- 

0  nior  high  levels  worked  to  integrate  technology  into 

jf  their  respective  math  classes. 

lu 

•  The  Music  Department  worked  on  two  R  &  Ds-one 
developed  a  curriculum  for  a  course  on  Guitar  at  the 

>'  Junior  high;  the  other  developed  a  curriculum  for  a 

^'  course  on  Music  Theory  and  Technology  at  the  high 

i*^  school 

c; 

•  The  Anatomy/Physiology  curriculum  at  the  high  school 
was  revised  to  implement  new  teaching  techniques  us- 

0         ing  the  laboratory  as  a  focal  point. 

ii 

•  The  Chemistry  Department  addressed  the  issue  of  labo- 
ratory safety,  "safe"  chemicals  and  disposal  of  waste 
by  examining  current  laboratory  activities,  replacing 
hazardous  chemicals  with  less  or  non-hazardous  mate- 
it         rials,  and  rewriting  laboratory  activities  to  a  microscale 
ci         level  where  appropriate. 


•  Biology  teachers  divided  the  new  Average/Above  Av- 
erage curriculum  into  two  semesters.  They  also  devel- 
oped and  incorporated  some  cooperative  learning  tech- 
niques into  the  same  curriculum. 

•  Physics  teachers  used  and  became  skillful  with  the  pro- 
gram "Interactive  Physics"  which  allows  students  to 
change  the  parameters  of  an  experiment  and  see  the 
effects  using  a  computer  model.  They  also  developed 
activities  for  the  students  to  perform  that  will  expand 
upon  labs  already  done  but  add  new  parameters  to  the 
problems. 

•  In  an  effort  to  introduce  students  to  computer  graphics, 
the  junior  high  Art  staff  examined  the  existing  units  to 
see  where  best  to  include  computers,  determined  which 
software  was  most  applicable,  and  developed  the  units. 

•  World  Language  teachers  learned  the  basics  of 
HyperCard  Stack  construction  and  manipulation  in  a 
hands-on,  project-oriented  course.  Participants  elected 
to  develop  stacks  to  use  for  presentation  in  their  classes 
or  to  use  as  class  activities  with  their  students. 

PUPIL  SERVICES 

In  order  to  allow  for  better  programming  and  supervision 
of  health-related  student  support  services,  the  Counseling  and 
Psychological  Services  Department  was  reorganized  to  include 
school  nurses.  Regular  meetings  have  enhanced  professional 
collaboration  and  increased  professional  development  opportu- 
nities. 

Health  education  funding  supported  a  smoking  cessation 
program  for  students  which  was  lead  by  nurses  at  the  regional 
level.  Nurses  and  counselors  at  all  levels  worked  to  support  the 
health  education  curriculum  within  the  schools. 

At  the  elementary  level  counselors  conducted  large  group 
counseling  sessions  in  classrooms  to  enhance  students'  social, 
communication,  and  problem-solving  skills.  At  the  high  school, 
counselors  continued  to  provide  a  wide  variety  of  on-going  stu- 
dent groups  to  help  them  with  special  developmental  challenges. 
The  Counseling  Department  at  the  high  school  sponsored  a  "Safe 
Schools  Dialogue"  in  the  spring  which  was  well  received  by  the 
community. 

The  Pupil  Services  Departments  continued  to  expand  mod- 
els of  service  delivery  and  research  new  models  of  inclusionary 
practices.  Committees  met  regularly  to  evaluate  current  educa- 
tion practices,  methods,  and  materials  and  to  make  recommen- 
dations for  program  development.  A  new  kindergarten  screen- 
ing in.strument  was  piloted. 

At  the  junior  high  and  senior  high  schools,  the  regular- 
education  academic  support  services  have  been  reorganized.  The 
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new  Academic  Support  Centers  provide  services  to  students  iden- 
tified as  requiring  English  as  a  Second  Language  and/or  reading 
instruction,  as  well  as  support  services  to  students  who  need  extra 
assistance  with  class  work  and  reinforcement  of  the  course  con- 
tent. In  all  areas,  study  skills,  computer  instruction,  and  reading 
strategies  are  emphasized.  Peer  tutoring  is  a  part  of  the  Aca- 
demic Support  Center  program  and  students  can  receive  help 
from  a  trained  tutor 

In  September  the  new  Integrated  Preschool  at  Merriam 
was  opened  to  provide  a  local  option  for  serving  preschool  stu- 
dents with  significant  special  needs.  In  the  past  these  students 
would  have  been  serviced  in  private  or  collaborative  settings 
outside  of  Acton;  now  they  learn  alongside  typically-develop- 
ing peers  supervised  by  early  childhood  professionals. 

Throughout  the  school  year  numerous  staff-training  op- 
portunities focused  on  learning  disabilities,  behavioral  issues, 
and  the  successful  inclusion  of  children  with  significant  special 
needs.  An  extensive  variety  of  courses  was  offered  through  the 
school  systems'  professional  development  inservice.  In  addi- 
tion, training  related  to  low-incidence  disabilities  was  offered  to 
teams  working  with  specific  students.  Pupil  Services  staff  con- 
tinue to  attend  professional  conferences  throughout  the  state  and 
share  their  acquired  expertise  with  colleagues. 

Alternative  funding  provided  many  opportunities  for  our 
schools.  School  choice  funds  at  the  high  school  enabled  coun- 
selors to  increase  support  groups  for  "at  risk"  students.  Funds 
from  special  education  tuition  students  at  the  junior  and  senior 
high  schools  increased  assistant  and  psychological  support  to 
programs.  State  and  federal  grants  continued  to  fund  a  portion 
of  special  education  support  staff,  professional  development  and 
inservice,  and  summer  research  and  development.  Support  ser- 
vices in  reading,  language,  arts,  and  math  continue  to  be  pro- 
vided in  both  districts  under  Chapter  I  grants  from  the  federal 
government.  State  aid,  through  preschool  grants  to  support 
preschoolers  identified  with  special  needs,  enabled  Acton  Pub- 
lic Schools  to  purchase  furniture  and  equipment  for  the  Inte- 
grated Preschool. 

ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Acton  Public  Schools  has  continued 
to  grow,  resulting  in  the  reopening  of  the  Merriam  School,  in- 
creased class  sizes  throughout  the  system,  and  space  shortages 
in  all  of  the  schools. 

Most  grade  1  -  6  classes  throughout  the  district  are  in  ex- 
cess of  the  School  Committee's  recommended  maximum  class- 
size  guidelines.  In  some  instances  the  excess  enrollment  has 
made  it  necessary  to  form  multiaged  classes  to  keep  class  sizes 
below  thirty. 

At  Town  Meeting  in  the  Spring  of  1995,  the  budget  passed 
provided  for  the  reinstatement  of  K-2  Art,  Music,  and  Physical 


Education,  and  the  Media  Coordinator  This  budget  also  include||[( 
30  hours  per  school  of  Reading  Assistants  but  did  not  reinstaifcn 
the  Reading  Specialist,  1/2  time  Math  Curriculum  Specialisjtll 
the  Curriculum  Secretary  or  the  ESL  Assistants.  In  additioi  ice 
each  school  continues  to  work  with  decreased  school  library  hou  i ; 
as  a  result  of  reduced  staffing. 

The  five  elementary  schools  -  Conant,  Douglas,  Gate 
McCarthy-Towne,  and  Merriam  -  have  experienced  sinular  higl 
lights  this  past  year.  Each  has  the  following: 

li 

•  A  School  Council,  as  required  by  the  Educational  R(  |o 
form  Act  of  1993.  m 

k 

•  Vital  parent  involvement  that  plays  an  active  role  in  tf  lai 
life  of  its  school.  These  parents  sponsored  numeroi 
assembly  programs  that  enriched  their  school's  cultur  iei 
and  aesthetic  life  with  musicians,  storytellers,  and  otht  iii 
performers.  The  parents  raised  funds  for  school-wic 
projects;  provided  volunteers  for  many  in-and-out-oi 
class  activities,  tasks  and  services;  and  staffed  the  "Sa 
Arrival"  hotlines.  The  parents  also  sponsored  scho* 
newsletters  and  other  activities.  \ 

•  A  number  of  whole-school  events  such  as  an  orient; 
tion  program  for  kindergarten  parents  and  children  ■ 
the  school  year  begins,  back-to-school-night  ope 
houses  in  the  fall,  and  a  Memorial  Day  Program  in  th™ 
spring. 

•  Students  who  use  computers  in  the  writing/composir  ™ 
process  as  a  way  to  enrich  or  extend  learning  in  varioi 
curricular  areas  and  to  strengthen  their  learning  of  coi ' 
cepts  and  practice  of  skills. 

aio 

•  A  faculty  that  participated  in  professional  developme:  P 
through  one  or  more  of  these  activities;  pursuing  fo  '"^ 
mal  course  work,  being  involved  in  system-wide  cu 
riculum  and  instruction  review  and  improvemei™' 
projects,  participating  in  the  system's  professional  d 
velopment  day,  and  attending  professional  conferenct 
and  workshops.  In  addition,  many  teachers  worked  wii  "'P 
.student  teachers.  Through  their  actions,  the  faculi"'' 
again  showed  that  they  are  truly  committed  to  the  coi 
cept  of  being  "life-long  learners."  '^^^ 

•  A  reception  or  event  to  celebrate  and  honor  the  paren ^ 
and  volunteers  who  assisted  each  school  during  th 
school  yean 

:nts 

Drugs  and  Alcohol  Education  Programs  (DARE)  ^' 

The  DARE  program  was  revised  this  year  and  continu<  h 
in  grades  4  and  6  with  updated  lessons.  Funding  for  the  sixtl 
grade  program  is  provided  by  the  Acton  Rotary.  Third-grac 
students  are  involved  in  a  program  entitled  BABES  (Beginnir  "^^ 
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/*:ohol  [and  other  drugs]  Basic  Education  Series),  which  helps 
#m  develop  an  awareness  of  drug  and  alcohol  problems,  as 
4 11  as  skills  for  seeking  help  in  unsafe  situations.  Last  year  we 
jrcessfully  tried  a  simplified  version  of  BABES  in  several  Kin- 
#-garten  classes. 

Pofessional  Development 

In  Addition  to  the  system-wide  professional  development 
jigiam,  we  received  federal  funds  (Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Title 
I  tor  teacher  training  in  math  and  science.  Each  elementary 
iiiool  received  funds,  which  were  used  in  a  variety  of  ways.  A 
imberof  teachers  from  McCarthy-Towne,  Merriam,  and  Gates 
inools  participated  in  the  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  Math- 
vat  ics  Conference,  which  was  held  in  Boston.  Several  teach- 
;  at  Conant  and  Douglas  Schools  received  training  on  new 
iience  and  math  programs  and  received  the  necessary  materi- 
to  implement  the  training. 

Together  with  EDCO  and  Tufts  University,  we  received  a 


third  year  of  funding  for  the  "Understanding  How  Things  Work" 
program  for  teacher  training  in  understanding  and  teaching  phys- 
ics concepts  to  young  children.  A  total  of  eleven  teachers  -  rep- 
resenting all  five  schools  -  participated  in  the  project. 

Curriculum  Review  and  Update 

Health  -  The  Health  Curriculum  Review  continued  at  the 
elementary  level  with  the  development  of  draft  version  objec- 
tives for  students  in  K-3  and  4-6  grades. 

Social  Studies  -  In  order  to  implement  revisions  to  the 
Social  Studies  Curriculum,  a  number  of  follow-up  meetings  and 
training  sessions  were  held,  and  schools  were  able  to  purchase 
much  needed  new  materials.  A  frameworks  study  group,  which 
reviewed  the  Social  Studies  Framework  and  made  recommen- 
dations for  needed  changes,  was  funded  through  the  State  Edu- 
cation Reform  grant. 

Science  -  We  spent  considerable  time  and  energy  review- 
ing new  science  materials  and  seeking  funding  in  order  to  pur- 
chase much-needed  materials. 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


nior  High  School 

R.  J.  Grey  opened  its  doors  in  September  of  1994  to  638 
/enth  and  eighth  grade  students.  Seventy-two  of  these  stu- 
nts came  from  other  communities  and  were  participating  in 
;  "school  choice"  program.  This  program  continues  to  bring 
ditional  revenue  to  the  school  which  plays  a  significant  role  in 
lintaining  class  sizes  and  a  broad  spectrum  of  course  offer- 
1$.  Future  enrollment  projections  indicate  that  additional  space 
11  have  to  be  created  in  the  not-too-distant  future  to  accommo- 
te  the  Acton  and  Boxborough  students  who  are  already  in  the 
;mentary  systems. 

All  students  take  English,  social  studies,  math,  science, 
d  physical  education/health.  The  curriculum  demonstrates  the 
re  values  of  reading  (the  English  program  is  literature-based), 
iting  (although  skills  are  primarily  taught  in  English,  the  other 
ademic  subjects  have  adopted  the  "Writing  Across  the  Cur- 
ulum"  approach  which  provides  students  with  a  more  consis- 
it  writing  approach),  math(with  the  added  skill  development 
^  reading  mathematical  language)  and  our  physical  (science) 
d  cultural  (social  studies)  world.  Eighty  percent  of  the  stu- 
nts took  a  world  language  (68%  Spanish;  32%  French).  Other 
jctives  included;  art  (60%);  life  management  (33%);  reading 
9%);  band  (20%);  music  theater  (36%);  and  materials  tech- 
logy  (45%). 

I 

There  were  a  wide  variety  of  other  interesting  activities 
th  which  students  could  get  involved  after  school.  The  inter- 


scholastic  athletic  program  included  teams  in  cross  country,  soc- 
cer, field  hockey,  basketball,  Softball,  and  baseball.  All  of  these 
teams  were  supported  fully  by  an  activity  fee  paid  by  the  partici- 
pants. Other  extracurricular  activities  included  an  Environmen- 
tal Club,  a  Gourmet  Club,  Jazz  Band,  a  Select  Choir,  a  Chess/ 
Board  Games  Club,  a  Yearbook  Club,  an  "Odyssey  of  the  Mind" 
group,  and  The  AB  Blueprint  -  a  newly-initiated  school  paper. 
Students  also  had  the  opportunity  to  work  in  the  computer  Lab 
every  day  after  school. 

One  of  the  more  important  aspects  of  R.J.  Grey  is  "team- 
ing." All  seventh-grade  students  were  on  a  team  with  approxi- 
mately 110  students  and  four  teachers  (English,  social  studies, 
math,  and  science).  There  will  be  an  eighth-grade  team  option 
in  1995-96,  and  planning  is  being  done  to  have  all  students  on 
teams  by  the  1996-97  school  year.  Teaming  allows  teachers  to 
get  to  know  students  very  well  and  gives  common  planning  time 
to  support  these  students.  Time  is  also  built  into  the  schedule 
for  team  activities,  which  help  provide  a  more  well-rounded 
educational  experience. 

There  were  several  groups  looking  at  the  future  of  R.  J. 
Grey.  A  Restructuring  Committee  composed  of  a  large  number 
of  staff  members  began  looking  at  the  parts  of  the  program  which 
are  highly-valued  in  order  to  preserve  them,  and  also  looking  at 
ways  to  enhance  the  learning  opportunities  of  all  students.  The 
School  council,  consisting  of  four  parents,  one  community  per- 
son-at-large,  four  staff  members,  two  students,  and  the  princi- 
pal, addressed  a  wide-variety  of  issues  and  made  recommenda- 
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tions  to  the  administration  which  were  very  helpful.  The  Stu- 
dent council  continued  to  have  a  strong  voice  in  the  continuing 
development  of  the  school  and  the  overall  school  climate.  For 
the  first  time,  R.  J.  Grey  was  represented  by  a  P.T.S.O.  organiza- 
tion which  was  restructured  to  include  grades  seven  through 
twelve.  Parents  were  invited  to  attend  monthly  morning  board 
meetings  with  both  the  RJG  and  ABRHS  principals  who  pre- 
sented reports  and  answered  questions.  The  RT.S.O.  also  spon- 
sored four  evening  programs  designed  to  provide  parents  with 
information  about  the  schools. 

There  are  significant  challenges  ahead.  The  increasing 
student  enrollment  will  require  additional  resources  and  space. 
"School  Choice"  revenue  will  dry  up  as  seats  currently  avail- 
able to  students  from  other  communities  will  be  filled  the  addi- 
tional students  from  Acton  and  Boxborough.  Given  the  quality 
of  the  student,  staff,  parent,  and  community  support  that  R.  J. 
Grey  has  come  to  enjoy,  these  challenges  will  be  faced  with  en- 
thusiasm and  a  sincere  belief  that  this  level  of  students  will  con- 
tinue to  have  a  school  in  which  they  can  learn,  mature,  and  grow, 
and  about  which  they  can  continue  to  be  proud. 

Senior  High  School 

The  teachers,  administrators,  students,  and  parents  of 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  (ABRHS)  recognize 
that  the  value  of  an  individual  is  greater  than  the  sum  total  of 
one's  intellectual,  physical,  artistic,  or  social  achievement.  Al- 
though we  are  joined  by  unity  of  purpose,  the  success  of  our 
collaboration  depends  upon  the  commitment  of  all  school  com- 
munity members  assuming  their  respective  responsibilities.  This 
demands  mutual  respect  and  understanding  from  all.  Conse- 
quently, even  though  our  individual  goals  may  differ  in  content, 
our  motivation  is  the  same  -  to  mold,  and  work  in,  an  educa- 
tional environment  which  acts  for  our  student  body  as  a  micro- 
cosm of  life  itself,  not  as  a  rehearsal  place,  but  a  stage  for  growth 
and  development. 

The  School  Choice  Program,  in  its  fifth  year  at  ABRHS, 
involved  a  total  of  213  students  from  thirty-nine  communities. 
During  the  1994-95  school  year  a  total  of  106  prospective  School 
Choice  families  had  one  or  more  contacts  with  the  High  School 
Counseling  Department  for  information,  visits  and/or  tours. 
Forty-five  prospective  School  Choice  students  participated  in 
Visitation  Days. 

Post  Secondary  Education  —  Of  the  281  members  of 
the  Class  of  1995,  256  (91%)  planned  to  pursue  some  sort  of 
secondary  education.  Of  this  number  83%  enrolled  at  four-year 
colleges,  while  8%  continued  their  education  at  two-year  schools, 
technical  schools  or  prep  schools. 

Standardized  Test  Results  —  Average  SAT  scores  for 
1995  seniors  again  exceeded  those  of  state  and  national  popula- 
tions and  those  of  any  previous  ABRHS  senior  class.  This  is 


significant  since  96%  of  A-B  students  take  the  SATs,  compaii 
to  the  state  average  of  80%  and  the  national  average  of  41 
Our  average  combined  score  for  the  SATs  was  1082,  which  n 
resented  a  26-point  increase  over  the  previous  high  scor 
(Recentered  scores  from  the  April  1995  administration  have  be- 
converted  to  the  original  scale  in  order  to  summarize  data 
the  year.)  In  addition,  seniors  scored  an  average  of  582  on 
SAT  II  subject  area  tests. 

National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  — Fourte 
members  of  the  Class  of  1995  achieved  semi-finalist  recog 
tion;  twenty-seven  others  received  letters  of  commendation. 

National  Honor  Society  —  Seventy-eight  members 
the  current  senior  class  (25%)  distinguished  themselves  by  ( 
trance  in  the  National  Honor  Society. 

li 

National  World  Language  Honor  Societies  — In  19'  ai 

43  ABRHS  students  distinguished  themselves  by  qualifying 
membership  in  local  chapters  of  the  National  French  and  Spi 
ish  Honor  Societies. 

National,  Regional,  and  State  World  Language  Coi  or 
petitions  — Laura  Scott,  Chris  Wurster,  Greta  Lin,  and  Ka 
Gechter  placed  nationally  in  the  1995  National  French  Contt 
seven  other  students  were  regional  finalists;  and  five  others  plac  ( 
in  the  state.  Jacob  Markish  was  named  the  Honor  Roll  Hi 
Achiever  for  his  score  at  the  most-advanced  level  of  Fren'tlii 
Omar  Bujosa,  Rachel  HoUey,  and  Shawdee  Eshghi  placed  si  ist 
ond,  third,  and  fourth  in  the  state  in  their  respective  divisions 
the  National  Spanish  Exam;  five  other  students  also  placed  sta 
wide. 
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FLEX  Spanish/Community  Service  Program  —  S( 

enty-five  ABRHS  Spanish  students  participated  in  a  pilot  ( 
ploratory  program  at  the  Merriam  School.  Teaching  teams 
six  to  seven  high  school  students  familiarized  students  in  grac 
one  to  six  with  the  fundamentals  of  spoken  Spanish  and  H 
panic  culture. 


Academic  Decathlon  Team  —  In  its  sixth  year  of  co 
petition,  this  team  of  nine  regulars  and  24  alternates  placed  fijid 
in  the  state  in  the  preliminary,  alternate  and  state  final  rounds, 
total  of  60  Massachusetts  high  schools  competed.  In  April,  19 
ten  team  members  traveled  to  the  national  competition  in  C 
cago,  Illinois  where  they  competed  against  the  championsi 
teams  from  40  other  states.  The  team  finished  fifth  in  the  i 
tion,  and  first  in  the  Northeast  Region  of  the  country.  Natio 
medalists  were  David  Alpert  (mathematics),  Jacob  Mark 
(mathematics,  essay  and  social  studies),  Alex  Johnson  (ma 
ematics),  Alex  Diesl  (mathematics  and  science),  Anselm  Wc 
(language  and  literature),  and  Drew  Balfour  (mathematic 
Other  team  members  were  Shoma  Dhar,  Johan  Glozman,  T 
Blanco  and  alternate  Sheela  Hegde.  The  team  was  coached 
Niki  Veley. 
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ip      Science  Team  —  The  Science  Team  won  the  West  Subur- 
n  League  for  a  second  year  and  came  in  second  at  the  Massa- 
li  iisetts  State  Science  Olympiad. 

C[ 

e 


Mathematics  Team  —  In  the  1995  school  year,  the  team 
ished  second  in  state-wide  competition.  Nine  students  were 
alists  in  the  state  Math  Olympiad  Exam  -  David  Alpert,  Alex 
linson,  Alex  Diesl,  Nataly  Neginsky,  Ben  Malkin,  Daeil  Seo, 
iel  Frey,  Drew  Balfour,  Mike  Kapushchevsky.  In  addition, 
rteen  students  were  fmalists  in  the  nationally-administered 

o|nual  High  School  Math  Exam  -  David  Alpert,  Alex  Johnson, 
ew  Balfour,  Alex  Diesl,  Johan  Glozman,  Hiroyuki  Hosoda, 
iel  Frey,  Jacob  Markish,  Natalie  Neginsky,  Melissa  Wu,  Mike 

«|ipushchevsky,  Dan  Knights,  Brian  Sharp. 

Science  Mentoring  Program  —  This  consisted  of  the 
lowing  eight  programs;  Chemistry  and  Art,  Testing  Soil  for 
troleum  Contaminants,  Composite  Materials  and  Sailboat  Con- 
uction,  DNA  Spooling,  Bacterial  Transformation,  A  DN  A  Who 

Sp  m  It,  DNA  Sequencing  and  Building  a  Dragon,  A  Genetics 
tivity  for  the  Computer.  The  presenter  of  the  biotechnology/ 
^Atopics  was  a  former  ABRHS  student.  Dr.  Michelle  Gaudette 

li^m  Tufts  University. 

Ki 

Sports  —  The  1994-95  school  year  saw  many  successes 
lair  a  broad  cross-section  of  athletic  teams.  Over  a  thousand 
idents  participated  in  grades  7-12.  The  football  program 
hieved  its  first  ever  Super  Bowl  Championship.  Girls  gym- 
stics  also  became  Division  North  Champions  for  the  first  time, 
jproximately  one  hundred  fifty  students  were  honored  by  be- 
g  named  league  All  Stars  or  All  Scholastics.  Our  hockey  team 
hieved  its  first  Super  8  Tournament  invitation.  The  girls'  and 
•ys'  swimming  programs  continued  their  excellence  by  win- 
Si  ng  State  Championships. 
u 

ns  Proscenium  Circus  presented  five  different  productions 
ra(  he  fall  play.  Inherit  the  Wind,  the  musical  Fiddler  on  the  Roof, 
H£  State  Drama  Festival  play.  The  Prince  Who  Wouldn't  Talk, 
s  class  competitive  one-act  plays,  and  an  evening  of  student- 
ritten  and  -directed  plays.  In  addition  to  these  performances 
;o  oscenium  Circus  hosted  the  State  Drama  Festival  preliminary 
fiid  semi-final  competitions. 
Is. 

15  The  School  Newspaper  —  The  staff  of  The  Spectrum 
C  oduced  six  editions  of  the  newspaper  for  the  1 994- 1 995  school 
ishar.  The  enthusiastic  and  dedicated  staff  committed  themselves 
:[  producing  a  newspaper  of  which  the  entire  school  could  be 
oi  oud.  The  editors,  writers,  and  photographers  wear  many  hats 
kiid  commit  themselves  to  excellence  in  the  production  The  Spec- 
ial Jm. 
lb 

The  Literary  Magazine  produced  two  issues  of  student- 
Ti(ritten  pieces  and  artwork  of  all  types.  The  members  all  helped 
the  typing  of  the  issue,  as  well  as  the  layout  and  distribution, 
id  have  plans  to  produce  three  issues  next  year. 


Job  Shadowing  Week  —  Over  forty  students  made  one- 
day  career  exploration  visits  to  a  variety  of  work  sites  in  Febru- 
ary as  part  of  this  program,  co-sponsored  by  the  Counseling 
Department,  the  Acton  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Acton  Rotary  Club. 

Senior  Community  Service  Day  —  The  Class  of  1995 
initiated  what  they  hope  will  be  a  new  tradition  at  ABRHS.  On 
Thursday,  May  18  the  senior  class  was  served  breakfast  at  the 
school  by  the  high  school  faculty  and  administrations.  Then 
most  of  the  class  fanned  out  to  spend  the  day  working  on  service 
projects  around  the  school  and  around  the  community.  The  re- 
sponse of  the  students  and  of  the  agencies  served  was  very  posi- 
tive. 

Follow-up  Study  —  A  faculty  committee  has  undertaken 
the  project  of  surveying  recent  graduates  to  gain  information 
that  may  be  useful  in  evaluating  high  school  programs.  This 
group  is  also  surveying  each  class  of  seniors  at  the  end  of  their 
high  school  career  to  get  input  from  this  group  about  the  high 
school. 

Scholarship  Reception  —  This  new  event  was  added  to 
graduation  week  to  allow  more  time  for  personal  presentation  of 
scholarships  given  by  local  organizations  and  individuals.  Se- 
niors and  their  families  enjoyed  a  reception  with  the  presenters 
after  the  ceremony  in  the  auditorium. 

The  Safe  Schools  Team,  consisting  of  faculty,  students 
and  community  members,  was  established  to  help  implement 
the  State  Department  of  Education's  recorhmendations  on  the 
support  and  safety  of  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  students.  During 
1994-95  the  Team  compiled  an  information  packet  which  was 
distributed  to  all  faculty.  The  Safe  Schools  Team,  the  Diversity 
Acceptance  Coalition  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Human  Rights 
Council  co-sponsored  a  Celebration  of  Diversity  and  Acceptance 
which  was  attended  by  a  total  of  eighty  students,  staff  and  com- 
munity members. 

THE  PERFORMING  ARTS 

Acton  Elementary  Schools  —  The  Beginning  and  Ad- 
vanced Bands  performed  very  well  in  their  Winter  and  Spring 
Concerts.  The  bands  also  played  at  each  school's  Memorial  Day 
Assembly,  along  with  songs  and  poems  performed  by  individual 
classes. 

R.  J.  Grey  Junior  High  School  —  The  Band  and  the 
Chorus  participated  in  the  Great  East  Music  Festival  held  at 
Andover  High  School  in  June.  Both  received  Gold  Medals  for 
their  performances.  A  presentation  of  'The  Wizard  of  Oz"  was 
performed  in  the  spring  to  rave  reviews. 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  —  At  the 

MICA  State  Finals  the  ABRHS  Marching  Band  earned  a  Silver 
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Medal.  The  Concert  Band  also  received  a  Silver  Medal  in  the 
MICA  Concert  Band  Festival.  The  Chorus  performed  in  nu- 
merous events  throughout  the  community.  All  the  performing 
groups  participated  in  a  music  festival  held  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
where  they  earned  numerous  awards  for  their  outstanding  per- 
formances. Fourteen  students  were  selected  to  perform  in  the 
concert  band,  chorus,  jazz  band  and  orchestra  at  the  MMEA 
Northeast  Senior  District  Music  Festival  held  in  January.  Three 
of  these  students  went  on  to  perform  in  the  All-State  Festival. 

THE  VISUAL  ARTS 

The  Visual  Arts  Department  participated  in  and  sponsored 
a  variety  of  exciting  events  this  past  year.  Students  had  an  op- 
portunity to  work  with  visiting  artists  and  to  visit  fine  arts  muse- 
ums. Throughout  the  school  year  student  efforts  and  accom- 
plishments were  exhibited  within  school  buildings,  the  system- 
wide  gallery,  and  the  Acton  Memorial  Library.  Additional  en- 
richment opportunities  provided  at  the  secondary  level  included 
after-school  art  clubs,  "Art  All  State,"  and  selective  acceptance 
in  advanced  courses  offered  at  Boston  University.  A  significant 
number  of  secondary  students  also  received  outstanding  recog- 
nition in  the  highly-competitive  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art 
Award  Contest. 

TECHNOLOGY  K-12 

Many  exciting  things  are  taking  place  with  technology  in 
the  schools.  The  Spring  1995  Town  Meeting  voted  to  fund  the 
infrastructure  for  a  system-wide  computer  network  that  was  de- 
signed and  planned  by  the  Citizens'  Technology  Advisory  Com- 
mittee (CTAC).  The  network,  which  has  a  new  electronic  mail 
system  for  all  staff,  was  installed  in  the  fall  of  1995,  and  it  is 
gradually  being  implemented  throughout  the  school  districts.  The 
system  will  improve  communications  within  the  districts,  as  well 
as  to  educators  all  over  the  world. 

The  network  will  also  provide  access  to  the  Internet  through 
an  Internet  Server  in  the  Technology  Resource  Center  (TRC). 
Staff  is  being  trained  in  the  use  of  the  Internet  for  the  curricu- 
lum, and  it  will  soon  be  made  available  to  students  throughout 
the  schools.  Plans  are  underway  for  the  development  of  Home 
Pages  on  the  serv  er  so  that  Internet  users  will  be  able  to  visit  the 
Acton  and  Acton-Boxborough  Schools  on  the  World  Wide  Web. 
We  will  post  a  great  deal  of  information  about  the  schools,  in- 
cluding our  mission,  vision,  beliefs,  department  functions,  many 
of  our  publications,  and  events.  Watch  for  announcements;  please 
visit  our  pages  when  the  site  has  been  developed. 

Students  are  involved  in  a  number  of  the  efforts  that  have 
been  briefly  described  above.  They  are  assisting  in  configuring 
hardware  and  software,  helping  to  plan  the  WWW  pages  and 
staff  development  and  are  in  the  process  of  setting  up  a  Help 
Desk  where  users  can  turn  for  help  in  solving  technical  prob- 
lems. 


Students  are  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  technologi 
throughout  their  school  career.  Students  use  computers  for  wr 
ing,  research,  problem-solving,  publishing,  multimedia,  and  tel 
communications.  Eight  Macintosh  computer  labs  and  two  B 
labs  provide  students  with  outstanding  facilities  to  work  in  lar  ss 
group  settings. 

Libraries  are  equipped  with  computers,  CD-ROM,  Las 
Disk  technology,  and  modems  for  student  research  and  oth 
curriculum-related  work.  Many  staff  members  take  advanta 
of  these  to  enhance  curriculum  presentations. 

At  the  high  school  level,  courses  are  offered  in  PASCA  s 
BASIC,  and  Advanced  Programming  and  Problem  Solving,  tn 
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A  satellite  dish  on  the  high  school  connects  all  of  t; 
schools  to  the  Mass  LeamPike,  an  exciting  program  run  by  t 
Massachusetts  Corporation  for  Educational  Telecommunicatio 
(MCET).  A  wide  variety  of  exciting  opportunities  in  interacti 
video  and  distance  learning  are  available  through  this  systeralci 

ar, 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 


In  1995  the  Acton-Boxborough  Summer  School  had  a 
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other  excellent  session.  An  enrollment  of  299  students  in  grad  A 
K-12  included  115  from  other  school  districts.  While  many  st  js 
dents  attended  for  remedial  purposes,  over  half  of  the  cours 
were  taken  for  enrichment.  Students  took  an  average  of  1 .6  o 
of  three  possible  courses  per  day.  The  school  was  directed 
Niki  Veley  and  staffed  by  33  teachers  and  aides,  including 
interns  from  the  MESTEP  program  of  the  University  of  Mass 
chusetts  at  Amherst.  Tuition  costs  remained  at  the  same  lev^cts 
for  the  third  straight  year,  continuing  to  make  Summer  Scho 
an  educational  bargain.  The  courses  offered  ranged  from  trac 
tional  math,  English,  history,  language,  and  science  courses 
SAT  preparation.  Creative  Writing,  and  Study  Skills 
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OFFICE  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Office  of  Development  has  just  completed  its  fii 
year  of  providing  system-wide  service.  This  office  was  esta 
lished  in  response  to  the  growing  need  to  seek  additional  fun 
ing  as  a  supplement  to  the  appropriated  budget.  In  addition,  t 
Office  of  Development  coordinates  the  activities  of  the  Facul 
Extemship  Program. 

Grantsmanship 


fflf 


ime 

In  response  to  the  growing  need  to  seek  supplemental  funi  lal 
ing,  a  Grantsmanship  function  has  been  established  within  tl 
Office  of  Development  and  is  staffed  with  an  Assistant  Coorc 
nator  whose  responsibilities  include  the  establishment  and  djree 
velopment  of  new  relationships  with  individuals,  private  bu* 
nesses,  foundations,  and  corporations,  as  with  state  and  federjer 
government  agencies  which  may  become  potential  sources  h 
supplemental  funds.  jaiiv 
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The  Acton  Public  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
lool  Districts,  together  with  their  many  partners,  have  been 
ponsible  for  the  creation  of  highly-entrepreneurial  achieve- 
nts  in  curriculum  and  instruction,  community  education,  pro- 
sional  development,  services  for  children  with  special  needs, 
J  transportation  of  students,  to  name  only  a  few.  They  have 
o  established  strong  and  supportive  partnerships  of  trust  with 
greater  learning  community  -  businesses,  higher  education, 
:ia]  service  agencies,  museums,  chambers  of  commerce,  and 
ler  public  school  districts,  as  well  as  with  parents  and  stu- 
[its.  It  is,  therefore,  a  central  goal  of  the  Office  of  Develop- 
nt  to  create  a  seamless  alliance  among  the  many  constituen- 
s  in  the  learning  community.  In  doing  so,  a  new  synergy  for 
Tepreneurial  excitement  and  achievement  is  generated  and  thus 
;omes  the  basis  upon  which  supplemental  funding  is  procured. 

Faculty  Externship  Program 

A  critical  component  of  the  Office  of  Development,  the 
culty  Externship  Program  continued  in  the  1994-1995  school 
ar.  Five  members  of  the  ABRSD  staff  worked  in  challenging 
ignments  at  MIT-Lincoln  Laboratory,  Educators  Publishing 
rvices,  Inc.,  The  Haartz  Corporation,  and  Minuteman  Science 
d  Technology  High  School.  Teaching  professionals  in  the 
)rkplace  are  discovering  not  only  the  basic  skills  but  the  think- 
skills  and  personal  qualities  sought  by  employers. 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

The  Community  Education  office  is  located  in  the  Merriam 
hool.  Community  Education  staff  organizes,  staffs  and  di- 
rts the  following  programs  and  activities. 

Day  and  Evening  Classes  -  More  than  1 ,000  classes  are 
fered  yearly  for  children,  teens  and  adults.  Classes  and  other 
Dgrams  are  listed  in  Interaction,  the  Community  Education 
talog  which  is  mailed  four  times  a  year  to  over  20,000  area 
mes.  More  than  10,000  persons  enroll  in  classes  each  year. 

Extended  Day  Program  -  Serving  225  Acton  Public 
hool  families.  Extended  Day  offers  quality  before-and  after- 
ninool  care  for  children  in  grades  K-6. 

ij 

Pre-School  Program  -  Located  at  ABRHS,  the  Commu- 
y  Education  Pre-School  is  the  laboratory  for  the  Child  Devel- 
ment  course  at  ABRHS.  Completely  funded  and  staffed  by 
immunity  Education,  the  Child  Development/Pre-School 
urse  awards  7.5  credits  towards  graduation.  Pre-School  has  a 
al  enrollment  of  56  pre-schoolers. 

Camps  -  Summer  Day  Camp,  located  at  ABRHS,  offers 
ee  two-week  sessions  of  camp  activities  to  more  than  300 
ildren  in  grades  1  -  6.  Also  provided  are  two  Pre-School  sum- 
;r|;r  camps  for  4-  and  5-year  olds,  vacation  camps  (offering  en- 
fhment  activities  and  day  care  during  school  vacations),  and 
iny  short  sport  camps. 


Youth  Basketball  League  -  Offering  16  weeks  of  coach- 
ing, practice  and  league  play  to  more  than  600  boys  and  girls 
(grades  3  and  up),  the  league  is  staffed  with  more  than  100  paid 
and  volunteer  coaches,  timers,  and  referees.  Community  Edu- 
cation provides  NYSCA  training  and  certification  to  coaches 
and  runs  clinics  for  referees  at  no  charge. 

Driver  Education  -  Community  Education  runs  a  Regis- 
try-approved driving  school,  offering  classroom  and  on-road 
training  to  280  students  annually. 

Pool  &  Fieldhouse  Programs  -  Located  at  ABRHS,  the 
Pool  and  Fieldhouse  Program  consists  of  weekend  family  open- 
swim  time  and  open-gym  times  for  basketball  and  volleyball  on 
weeknights  and  weekends.  Also  offered  in  this  facility  is  a  full 
Red  Cross  Swim  Program  on  Saturdays  during  the  school  year 
and  Monday  -  Friday  for  eight  weeks  in  the  summer,  and  Sum- 
mer Swim  Teams,  Community  Education  conducts  classes  and 
schedules  drop-in  times  for  the  public  in  the  new  Fitness  Center 
at  ABRHS. 

Scheduling  of  Town  and  School  Fields  -  Little  League, 
Pop  Warner  and  Youth  Soccer,  as  well  as  individuals,  businesses 
and  community  organizations,  receive  permits  for  field  use 
through  Community  Education.  Fees  charged  are  returned  to 
the  town  and  schools  for  field  maintenance. 

Scheduling  Use  of  School  Buildings  -  All  evening  and 
weekend  use  of  the  seven  school  buildings  is  scheduled  through 
Community  Education. 

Community  Education  receives  no  funding  from  the  School 
District  or  Town  and  runs  all  programs  on  a  self-sustaining  ba- 
sis. Community  Education  returns  moneys  to  the  following  for 
use  of  space  and  equipment:  Audiovisual  Department,  Business 
Education,  Director  of  Technology,  Physical  Education  Depart- 
ments, Art  Department,  Home  Economics,  Facilities,  and  the 
Central  Office.  In  1995  Community  Education  also  funded  a 
state-of-the-art  computer  lab  for  the  Merriam  School  and  exten- 
sive renovations  to  the  office  space  at  Merriam.  For  more  infor- 
mation about  Community  Education  and  the  programs  offered, 
call  266-2525. 

FACILITIES  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

In  addition  to  normal  maintenance  procedures,  the  Dis- 
tricts have  been  involved  with  American  Disability  Act  (ADA) 
renovations  and  Health  and  Safety  issues. 

Throughout  the  summer  and  continuing  into  the  present 
school  year,  numerous  projects  related  to  handicap  accessibility 
and  health  and  safety  concerns  have  been  addressed. 

Primarily,  architectural  accessibility  construction  has  been 
completed  at  the  Conant  and  McCarthy-Towne  Schools,  the  R. 
J.  Grey  Junior  High  School,  and  the  Regional  High  School.  All 
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phase-one  work  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  January  1 996. 
The  Carell  Group,  the  Districts'  consuhants  related  to  ADA  is- 
sues, are  working  with  school  personnel  developing  recommen- 
dations for  potential  phase-two  concerns.  Health  and  Safety- 
related  construction  has  been  completed  at  all  five  elementary 
schools  and  both  regional  buildings.  These  projects  are  60% 
complete.  Continuation  of  work  is  scheduled  until  late  spring. 
Presently,  Health  and  Safety  issues  are  being  reviewed  for  a  pos- 
sible second  phase  in  FY  '97. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DIS- 
TRICT SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TRANSPORTATION 

Acton-Boxborough  Special  Education  Transportation 
(CASE  West  Transportation)  is  in  its  eighth  year  of  operation 
serving  the  CASE  West  communities.  The  Regional  School 
District  continues  to  provide  a  cost-effective  quality  transporta- 
tion system  for  special  needs  students  in  the  Acton/Boxborough 
schools  and  the  CASE  West  Communities  of  Boxborough, 
Harvard,  Littleton,  Stow,  and  the  Nashoba  Regional  School  Dis- 
trict. The  School  District  and  the  Concord  Area  Special  Educa- 
tion Collaborative  have  been  innovative  in  establishing  this  model 
for  transportation  of  special  needs  students. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

As  I  have  pointed  out  before,  this  report  demonstrates  that 
the  Acton  Public  Schools  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  School 
District  comprise  a  complex  organization  with  a  dedicated  staff, 
a  clear  mission  and  vision,  and  a  practice  of  constant  self-reex- 
amination.  It  is  our  intention  to  continue  to  provide  the  best 
possible  education  to  the  communities  and  to  seek  continued 
financial  and  moral  support  for  this  very  important  endeavor. 

Isa  Kaftal  Zimmerman 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

on  behalf  of  the  School  Committees 
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The  past  school  year  has  been  a  year  of  high  achievement 
r  many  Minuteman  students  and  staff  members.  These  are  some 
f  the  highhghts: 

•  Minuteman  students  converted  a  gasoline  powered  truck 
to  electric  power  for  the  Town  of  Lincoln.  The  vehicle 
successfully  completed  the  1995  Tour  de  Sol  electric 
vehicle  road  rally  run  from  Waterbury,  Connecticut  to 
Portland,  Maine. 

•  Seven  Minuteman  students  were  state  gold  medal  win- 
ners in  the  Vocational  Industrial  Clubs  of  America 
(VICA)  Skill  Olympics.  Five  of  these  students  won 
awards  at  the  national  VICA  Skill  Olympics  held  in 
Kansas  City  during  the  week  of  June  26: 

•  John  Quinn  of  Stow  won  the  gold  medal  (national  cham- 
pionship) in  Commercial  Baking. 

•  Steven  Taliadouros  of  Dracut  won  the  silver  medal  in 
Robotic  Workcell  Technology. 

•  John  Fauller  of  Concord  won  the  silver  medal  in 
Graphic  Communications. 

•  Shannon  Smith  of  Needham  received  a  certificate  of 
accomplishment  (80-85%  of  possible  points)  in  the 
Nursing  Assistant  competion. 

•  Yu  Hsi  Chiu  of  Carlisle  received  a  certificate  of  ac- 
complishment (80-85%  of  possible  points)  in  the  Com- 
mercial Baking  competition. 

Nine  family  members  attended  the  national  competition 
D  give  their  students  support  and  encouragement.  Student  win- 
ers  are  given  a  great  start  in  their  career  fields.  For  example, 
ohn  Fauller  was  recognized  by  the  Boston  Litho  Club  and  the 
•oston  Craftsmen's  Club  as  an  outstanding  graphics  student  in 
Massachusetts  in  1995.  He  joined  six  other  Minuteman  gradu- 
tes  at  Rochester  Institute  of  Technology  and  is  receiving  $18,000 
er  year  in  grants  and  scholarships  from  the  graphics  industry. 

Too  few  parents  and  students  are  aware  of  the  special  col- 
;ge  and  career  ad\  antages  that  can  be  gained  from  superior  ca- 
ser-oriented  performances  in  high  school.  For  example: 

•  Arthur  Stamos  of  Needham  who  was  honored  as  Min- 
uteman Tech's  Outstanding  Technical  Student  was  also 
named  the  Outstanding  Graphics  Student  in  New  En- 
gland by  the  New  England  Printing  and  Publishing 


Council.  He  is  also  attending  the  Rochester  Institute  of 
Technology. 

•  At  the  state  DECA  Marketing  Association  conference 
Bill  Malonc  and  Katie  Cronin  of  Arlington,  Sonia 
Casner  of  Waltham  and  Brad  Webb  of  Acton  received 
certificates  of  achievement. 

•  Minuteman  horticulture  students  once  again  won  top 
awards  for  their  exhibit  at  the  New  England  Flower 
Show. 

•  In  athletics,  soccer  players  Steve  Kontalipos  of  Arling- 
ton, Steve  Taliadouros  of  Dracut,  Brad  Webb  of  Acton 
and  Phil  Howard  of  Concord  were  named  Common- 
wealth Conference  All  Stars.  Football  All  Stars  are  Mike 
Poole  of  Lancaster,  Jon  Mills  of  Arlington,  and  John 
Clark  of  Watertown.  Kristen  Malone  of  Arlington  is  a 
girls'  basketball  All  Star.  Steve  Caspar  of  Arlington  and 
Ken  Bergin  of  Waltham  are  All  Stars'  in  boys'  basket- 
ball. Hockey  all  stars  are  Mike  Wainwright  of  Needham 
and  Steve  Andrews  of  Watertown.  Cheerleading  All 
Stars  are  Robyn  Breslin  and  Nicole  Hiltz  of  Wobum. 
Minuteman's  Cheerleading  squad  won  the  congenial- 
ity Award  at  the  Commonwealth  Conference 
Cheerleading  Competition.  John  Quinn  of  Stow  is  a 
wrestling  All  Star  in  both  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
Colonial  Leagues. 

•  On  May  12  and  13,  the  Minuteman  Players  presented 
an  outstanding  version  of  Arthur  Miller's  The  Crucible 
at  the  Emerson  Umbrella  for  the  Arts  Theater  in  Con- 
cord. 

•  Staff  members  gained  more  than  $1.6M  in  grants  for 
improved  educational  programs.  The  school  staff  has 
achieved  nationwide  recognition  for  outstanding  sci- 
ence-technology programs,  strong  applied  academic 
programs,  use  of  brain  research  (accelerated  learning) 
in  classrooms,  and  implementation  of  a  full  total  qual- 
ity management  curriculum  for  students.  Staff  mem- 
bers are  constantly  asked  to  help  other  K-12  schools  to 
create  similar  learning  environments. 

•  The  school's  major  focus  on  strong  academic  skills  and 
accelerated  learning  helped  many  students  to  double 
their  rate  of  academic  learning  in  grade  9  at  Minute- 
man.  The  average  ninth  grade  student  in  Minuteman's 
reading  lab  program  grew  over  two  years  in  reading 
ability  in  1994-95.  Work  like  this  makes  it  possible  for 
students  to  be  better  prepared  to  cope  with  both  college 
and  career  demands. 

Minuteman  is  moving  ahead  with  several  new  instructional 
programs.  Here  is  a  partial  list. 
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The  new  Biotechnology  Academy  for  college  bound 
students  began  operation  in  September.  Students  com- 
pleting this  program  successfully  will  graduate  from 
Minuteman  with  12  college  credits,  enroll  in  Middle- 
sex Community  College,  and  then  complete  a  final  two 
years  at  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  to  earn  their 
bachelor's  degree  at  far  less  cost  than  would  otherwise 
be  possible. 

Cambridge  Savings  Bank  opened  a  new  bank  and  a  new 
career  development  program  in  banking  at  Minuteman 
in  September.  Sue  Hickey,  Vice-president  and  Com- 
munity Re-investment  Officer,  and  John  Frisone,  First 
Vice-president  Retail  Banking,  are  spearheading  the 
project  for  Cambridge  Savings  Bank.  Kevin  Kilfoyle, 
Minuteman's  retail  marketing  instructor,  is  introduc- 
ing his  students  to  banking  and  finance  as  new  career 
fields  at  Minuteman.  Students,  staff  members  and  the 
public  can  now  do  their  banking  in  the  Minuteman  Mall. 

Work  on  new  telecommunication  facilities  and  curricula 
will  move  forward  in  1995-96.  Minuteman  staff  mem- 
bers have  completed  a  study  of  careers  and  needed 
competencies  in  this  area  and  have  received  several 
grants  to  support  curriculum  changes.  Students  who  are 
currently  studying  electromechanics  and  who  have  a 
special  interest  in  telecommunications  can  look  forward 
to  having  a  new  telecommunications  lab  available  by 
September  of  1996.  By  1996-97  all  students  in  the 
school  will  be  given  Internet  training  as  part  of  their 
computer  literacy  studies.  The  telecommunications  ad- 
dition will  make  Minuteman  one  of  the  most  compre- 
hensive science-technology  high  schools  in  the  nation 
with  Electromechanics,  Biotechnology,  Computer  Pro- 
gramming, Environmental  Technology,  Electronics  and 
Telecommunications  giving  a  solid  preparation  for  both 
high  technology  study  in  college  and  career  entry. 

A  new  college  level  program  for  advanced  automotive 
technicians  opened  in  September  in  partnership  with 
Middlesex  Community  College.  This  program  prepares 
adults  to  take  the  ASE  certification  tests  while  earning 
an  associate  degree  in  automotive  technology.  For  more 
information  on  this  and  other  Minuteman  instructional 
programs,  telephone  a  guidance  representative  at  61 7- 
861-6500,  extension  285. 

Minuteman  is  also  working  with  the  state's  Center  for 
Excellence  in  seeking  construction  of  a  manufacturing/ 
teaching  center  on  campus,  a  center  that  would  expand 
the  concept  of  a  regional  age-unlimited  science-tech- 
nology center.  Even  while  awaiting  construction  of  such 
a  center,  Minuteman  staff  members  are  expanding  sci- 
ence learning  services  to  communities  and  local  schools 
in  many  ways — supplying  technical  literacy  teachers 
to  local  middle  schools,  providing  summer  technology 


training  to  local  teaching  under  a  4-year  National  Si 
ence  Foundation  grants  and  coordinating  a  20-distP 
collaborative  that  will  operate  an  employer  "bank 
learning  services  for  local  high  school  students. 

With  its  strong  focus  on  science-technology,  college  cc 
tracts  and  related  academics,  Minuteman  Tech  has  become  o 
of  the  most  popular  high  schools  of  choice  in  Massachusel 
The  school  was  filled  to  capacity  for  1995-96  and  had  to  restr 
out-of-district  applications. 
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During  the  past  school  year,  three  very  dedicated,  lor 
time  members  retired  from  the  School  Committee:  former  Cht 
person  John  Donahue  of  Arlington  who  joined  the  committee 
1981,  former  Vice  Chairperson  William  Churchill  of  Carii 
who  joined  the  committee  in  1982  and  former  Secretary  Han 
Levey,  Jr.  who  joined  the  committee  in  1984.  Also  leaving 
committee  were  Nancy  Dowd  of  Dover  and  Lawrence  LorahLp 
Concord.  The  district  thanks  all  of  these  people  for  their  servi 


THE  MINUTEMAN  SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY 
HIGH  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Acton  -  Robert  Wiltse,  Vice  Chairperson 

Arlington  -  position  has  not  yet  been  filled 

Belmont  -  Hebert  M.  Yood 

Bolton  -  Anita  M.  Ware 

Boxborough  -  Kenneth  Whitcomb 

Carlisle-  Gail  Lawson 

Concord  -  John  McCarthy 

Dover-  Frank  Gobbi,  Jr. 

Lancaster  -  Fred  A.  Reed 

Lexington  -  Nyles  N.  Bamert,  Chairperson 

Lincoln  -  Sally  Bobbit 

Needham  -  Kenneth  D.  Mullen,  Jr. 

Stow  -  Frances  Hyden 

Sudbury  -  Glenn  L.  Noland 

Wayland  -  Elaine  Sweeney 

Weston  -  Joseph  J.  Gazzola 
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\/IINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
DPERATING  FUND  


CAMPARISON  OF  BUDGET  TO  ACTUAL 
FOR  THE  MONTH  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1995 
(UNAUDITED) 


FY94 

FY95 

Actual/ 

Transfer/ 

lEVENUES 

Actual 

Budget 

Encumbered 

Receipts 

Available 

Assessments 

$6,269,979 

$6,339,166 

$6,339,166 

0 

0 

,nap  Iv 

2,099,253 

0 

U 

'hoice  94 

0 

448,709 

448,709 

0 

0 

Vans  Ch.  7 1 

418,874 

433,011 

433,011 

0 

0 

:hoice  95 

0 

393,278 

393,278 

0 

0 

)ther 

430,750 

140,736 

140,736 

0 

0 

ipp  Sur 

377,325 

385,253 

385,253 

0 

0 

uition 

800,000 

959.108 

959,108 

0 

0 

OTAL 

$10,389,131 

$11,198,514 

$11,198,514 

0 

0 

;XPENSES 

ildg  Trades 

$81,111 

$91,960 

$86,352 

$317 

$5,925 

)'  !omm  Serv 

17,864 

17,505 

17,301 

1,717 

1,921 

Jectronics 

24,853 

28,535 

30,682 

2,881 

734 

iraphics 

98,288 

98,277 

71,174 

0 

27,103 

(ealth  Instr 

25,535 

41,475 

34,137 

1,529 

8,867 

J'  letal  Fab 

41,375 

32,522 

35,684 

25 

-3,137 

^  ower  Mech 

14,975 

16,575 

14,678 

304 

2,201 

echn 

46,722 

75,315 

77,113 

2,400 

602 

dt  Program 

12,955 

13,870 

14,144 

0 

-274 

eg  Occup 

8,959 

9,930 

126,827 

118,465 

1,568 

pec  Trades 

8,847 

8,830 

8,496 

0 

334 

98.0TC 

2,982 

3,850 

4,566 

0 

-716 

5^!ommun 

14,050 

13,950 

13,505 

-550 

-105 

%(uman  Rel 
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MINUTEMAN  TECH 
CLASS  OF  1995 

Members  of 
the  Class  of 
1995  from 
Acton 

Joseph  Arone 
Curtis  Averett 
Kimberly  Blake 

Shawn  Downing 
Brian  Hamwey 
Scott  Maciel 

Wendy  Ouellette 
Melissa  Quinn 
Bradford  Webb 
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ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


The  Acton  Memorial  Library  was  founded  on  noble  ide- 
als. In  the  Town  Report  of  1889,  Rev.  James  Fletcher  wrote, 
"The  Memorial  Library  building  which  our  generous  benefac- 
tor, William  A.Wilde,  is  rearing,  is  to  be  a  permanent  symbol  of 
the  union  between  Letters  and  Liberty."  In  accordance  with  Mr. 
Wilde's  wishes,  the  Library  was  dedicated  in  1890  as  a  memo- 
rial to  Acton's  patriotic  citizens  who  had  fought  and  died  in  the 
Civil  War.  The  original  Romanesque  structure,  designed  by  ar- 
chitects H.  W.  Hartwell  and  William  G.  Richardson  of  Boston, 
cost  but  $30,000  when  it  opened  to  the  public  on  May  24,  1890. 
The  entrance  to  the  building  is  a  freestone  arch  which  shelters 
two  slate  memorial  tablets  -  one  inscribed  with  the  names  of  29 
who  died  in  the  Civil  War,  and  the  other  with  the  names  of  124 
who  served  in  and  survived  the  great  conflict. 

As  plans  develop  for  the  expansion  of  the  Acton  Memo- 
rial Library,  the  Trustees  and  Designer  Selection  Board  have  kept 
in  mind  this  history  and  the  elegance  of  the  original  building. 
Early  in  1995,  a  multi-stage  architect  selection  process  was  con- 
ducted. The  result  was  that,  from  a  score  of  highly  qualified 
firms,  Anthony  Tappe  and  Associates  was  chosen.  Currently 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  successful  library  design  firms  in 
our  region,  their  conceptual  design  for  the  proposed  library  ad- 
dition is  a  creative  response  to  the  Library's  past  as  well  as  its 
future.  In  the  latter  half  of  1995,  Tappe's  project  team  attended 
meetings,  met  with  Town  officials,  and  heard  from  many  citi- 
zens in  the  process.  Their  work  is  being  presented  to  various 
Town  Boards.  The  Trustees  and  staff  have  also  promoted  op- 
portunities for  the  public  to  examine  and  comment  on  the  ex- 
pansion plans,  including  several  Library  open  houses  and  tours 
and  taiks  at  Acton  civic  and  school  groups. 

Development  of  future  expansion  plans  was  the  major  1995 
focus,  but  current  improvements  also  continue  to  receive  atten- 
tion. In  April,  an  initial  collection  of  circulating  CD-ROMs  were 
introduced,  funded  through  state  grants.  A  new  circulation  desk 
was  installed  in  August.  Its  superior  design  and  functionality 
have  been  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  patrons  and  staff  alike. 
The  Children's  Department  hosted  over  142  programs  for 
younger  patrons  and  their  parents.  November's  guest  appear- 
ance by  author  Colin  McNaughton  reading  from  his  own  works 
was  a  big  hit.  New  orientation  programs  on  using  library  re- 
sources were  developed  for  both  preschool  and  Acton  teachers. 

The  Reference  Department  continued  to  upgrade  and  in- 
tegrate the  use  of  electronic  resources  with  traditional  print  ma- 
terials. In  1995,  there  was  an  explosion  of  Internet  use  by  pa- 
trons. AML  also  began  subscriptions  to  several  important  CD- 
ROM  databases  (the  Boston  Globe,  The  Code  of  Massachusetts 
Regulations)  and  full-text  periodical  databases  (General  Peri- 
odicals Index,  Health  Index).  The  computer  networking  firm 
3Com  opened  a  new  facility  in  Boxborough  and  now  will  be 
providing  the  Library  with  a  variety  of  new  equipment  and  sup- 


port for  patrons  to  access  the  World  Wide  Web.  3Com's  gi 
includes  a  PC,  modem,  printer,  software,  staff  training,  and 
year's  Internet  connection  fees. 

The  Acton  Memorial  Library  Foundation,  Inc.  again  spo) 
sored  Sunday  openings  from  October  to  early  June.  The  Foui 
dation  also  underwrote  expansions  in  the  children's  collectio 
reference  materials,  and  books-on-tape.  The  Friends  of  the  Actc 
Libraries  conducted  several  successful  events.  In  the  June  use 
book  sale  on  the  library  lawn,  over  $6,000  was  raised  to  benel 
all  Acton  libraries.  The  December  "Gently  Used  Sale"  in  Tov 
Hall  supplemented  this  amount.  The  Trustees  Holiday  Gift  Pr 
gram  added  80  new  titles  to  the  AML  collection,  each  sponson 
by  a  local  family.  Hundreds  of  library  patrons  benefited  fro 
the  generosity  of  the  Museum  Card  Program,  in  which  free  passi 
are  available  to  ten  local  institutions.  Sponsors  in  1995  were  tl' 
Acton  Garden  Club,  the  Acton-Boxborough  Junior  Women 
Club,  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries,  the  Acton  Woman 
Club,  and  Roche  Brothers  Supermarkets.  The  Acton  Lions  Cli 
also  made  possible  a  major  increase  in  the  large  print  book  cc 
lection. 


ji 
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There  are  also  several  important  new  faces  around  the  L 
brary.  Ellen  Clark  joined  the  staff  in  July  as  our  new  Assista 
Director.  Kristine  Adolph  was  hired  in  September  as  Assista 
Children's  Librarian.  David  Didriksen  was  elected  the  newe 
Trustee  in  the  spring  Town  elections,  while  the  resignation 
another  Trustee  of  fifteen  years'  tenure,  Joseph  Grandine,  w 
accepted  with  regrets.  A  series  of  purchases  for  the  genealoj 
collection  are  being  made  in  Joe's  honor 

In  1995,  circulation  increased  11%  with  patrons  borrov 
ing  264,892  items  from  the  library's  collection  of  books,  mag 
zines,  videos,  CDs,  and  audio-tapes.  The  Memorial  Library  co 
tinues  to  rank  as  one  of  the  busiest  libraries  in  the  state,  ai 
Actonians  among  the  most  active  readers  in  Massachusetts.  Ti 
Reference  Department  fielded  over  950  questions  per  month 
well,  and  this  year  also  saw  significant  increases  in  electron 
access.  Dial-up  patron  access  from  home  picked  up  as  did  t 
age  of  the  library's  Minuteman  Network  terminals  and  CD-RO 
readers. 

We  appreciated  your  continued  support  of  the  Memor 
Library. 


Board  of  Trustees 
Robert  Ferrara,  President 
Henry  Hogan  III,  Vice-President 
Loretta  Roscoe,  Secretary 
Dennis  Ahem 
Ann  Chang 
Brewster  Conant 
David  Didriksen 
Joseph  Grandine,  2nd 
Raymond  Shamel 
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VEST  ACTON 
CITIZENS  LIBRARY 


1 883  was  the  year  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library  opened 
s  doors  to  serve  the  citizens  of  Acton  and  the  hbrary  has  been 
service  ever  since.  The  services  the  Hbrary  provides  to  the 
immunity  are  unique  and  varied. 

Tot  Time  is  a  creative  children's  story  session  where  a  child 
jn  have  fun  and  also  be  introduced  to  the  library  in  a  quiet, 
^iteresting  manner.  Annette  Lochrie  is  the  teacher  of  the  very 
iccessful  Tot  Time.  At  the  library  a  love  of  books  is  nurtured  in 
e  very  youngest  patron.  Tot  Time  is  sponsored  by  the  Auxil- 
ry  of  the  library.  The  Auxiliary  also  sponsors  the  annual  May 
,ook  Fair  which  is  a  day  of  fundraising  and  entertainment.  Aux- 
ary  activities  are  many  and  varied.  The  Auxiliary  also  pro- 
des  funds  that  are  used  to  buy  books,  tapes  and  equipment  for 
I  le  library. 

The  library  continues  the  very  active  outreach  program  to 
jburban  Manor  Nursing  Home  and  to  Windsor  Green,  includ- 
^  ig  free  delivery  of  reading  materials  to  house-bound  patrons. 
J  he  library  wishes  to  recognize  all  the  fantastic  volunteers  who 
ve  so  generously  of  their  time.  During  this  past  summer,  the 
brary  was  once  again  fortunate  to  have  the  services  of  young 
Munteers  -all  unsolicited.  This  year,  Suzi  Pomeroy,  the  Librar- 
n,  supervised  a  Community  Service  student  as  well. 

John  Condon,  Troop  I  Eagle  Scout,  received  his  Eagle 
;out  badge  after  working  with  the  library  to  fulfill  his  service 
quirements. 

In  September  the  library  participated  in  the  United  Way 
ay  of  Caring.  Five  community  service  volunteers  put  al  the 
jjOwer  gardens  at  the  library  to  bed  for  the  winter. 


01' 


The  library  participated  in  the  second  annual  Octoberfest 
id  is  grateful  to  have  been  selected  as  one  of  the  charities  to 
nefit  from  this  exciting  event.  Everyone  had  fun  when  the  stu- 
;nt  volunteers  painted  faces  on  the  children.  People  enjoyed 
e  open  house,  seeing  the  library  as  a  vital  part  of  the  Town  of 
cton. 

Frances  Bissell  retired  after  13  years  as  Trustee.  The  Li- 
ary  is  very  grateful  to  Mrs.  Bissell  for  her  devotion  and  ser- 
ce. 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  vis- 
;d  the  library  on  June  15.  The  library  is  compiling  a  Strategic 
id  Long  Range  Plan  to  bring  the  library  into  the  21st  century, 
ne  Town  of  Acton  will  also  put  the  West  Acton  Citizens  Li- 
ary  on  line  with  the  town  computer.  The  Commissioner  were 
eased  with  the  plans  the  library  has  begun  and  offered  help 
id  support. 


The  Citizens  Library  is  a  unique  institution  in  Acton,  serv- 
ing the  community  with  dedication  and  zeal.  In  1995,  the  Li- 
brary continued  to  see  a  rise  in  its  use.  Patrons  enjoy  coming  to 
the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library  and  finding  a  source  for  learn- 
ing and  entertainment  in  a  quiet,  relaxed  environment. 

The  West  Acton  Citizens  Library  remains  committed  to 
providing  friendly,  efficient,  personalized  service  to  all  its  pa- 
trons, young  and  old. 


Books  delivered 
Circulation 

Circulation  out  of  town 
Books  purchased 
Books  donated 


935  (outreach  program) 
24,390 
3,065 
295 
524 


Suzi  Pomeroy 
Librarian 


Story  time  at  Acton  Memorial  Library 
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CULTURAL  AND  HISTORICAL  ACTIVITIES 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
CULTURAL  COUNCIL 


At  its  November  1995  meeting,  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Cultural  Council  unanimously  voted  to  grant  its  allocation  from 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  in  the  amount  of  $9,103  to 
23  community  organizations,  schools,  and  individuals.  These 
included  the  Acton  Chamber  Orchestra,  the  Commonwealth  Civic 
Ballet,  the  Children's  Performing  Chorus,  Earth  Day  1996,  the 
Children's  Hands-On  Art  Museum,  and  all  elementary  and  sec- 
ondary schools. 

The  council  sponsored  and  organized  the  Environmental 
Sculpture  Exhibit  at  the  Acton  Arboretum.  Due  to  overwhelm- 
ing community  response  the  council  is  now  in  process  of 
fundraising  to  purchase  the  sculpture  "Forest  Stones"  which  re- 
mains on  its  site  and  will  be  gifted  to  the  Town.  This  will  give 
Acton  its  first  piece  of  contemporary  public  sculpture. 

On  May  1 ,  1 995,  the  council  held  a  community  input  meet- 
ing at  Grey  Junior  High  School.  The  meeting  was  well  attended 
by  members  of  the  community  who  discussed  cultural  and  com- 
munity needs  in  the  Acton-Boxborough  area  and  the  direction 
of  the  council's  grantmaking. 


Acton 

Kay  Hartung,  Co-Chair 
Susan  Richmond,  Secretary 
Rosalie  DeQuattro 
Janet  Thrope 
Jeannie  McCarron 


Boxborough 

Catherine  Christensen,  Co-Chair 
Carol  Geist,  Treasurer 
Lynn  Horsky 


HISTORIC  DISTRICT 
COMMISSION 


The  Acton  Historic  District  Commission  administers  the 
Acton  Historic  District  Bylaw  and  MGL  40-C  at  the  local  level, 
granting  certificates  for  exterior  changes  to  properties  located 
within  the  three  Local  Historic  Districts  in  Acton  Center,  South 
Acton,  and  West  Acton.  In  1995,  as  in  1994,  the  commission 
reviewed  46  applications  for  certificates.  Twenty-nine  Certifi- 
cates of  Appropriateness,  16  Certificates  of  Non-applicability, 
and  one  Certificate  of  Hardship  were  issued. 

The  Commission,  along  with  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Commission,  continued  to  participate  in  the  Mass.  Chapter 
254  review  of  the  replacement  for  the  Route  27  bridge  over  the 
railroad  in  South  Acton.  Again  this  year,  the  Commission  would 
like  to  extend  appreciation  to  the  district  property  owners  for 


their  cooperation  in  the  historic  district  process  and  the  sensitil 
ity  with  which  they  are  caring  for  their  historic  properties. 

Anne  Forbes,  Chair 
Thomas  Peterman,  Vice-chair 
Michaela  Moran,  Secretary 
Joan  Gates 

Michael  Lynch  (alternate) 
Robert  McCall 
Wesley  Mowry  (alternate) 
Sandra  Schmidt 
Margaret  Wargelin  (alternate) 
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HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


The  Acton  Historical  Commission  met  monthly  during  t'  * 
past  year  and  engaged  in  the  following  activities  aimed  towal!'''' 
preservation  of  the  Town's  historic  resources: 


•  Updated  Cultural  Resource  List 

•  Reviewed  subdivision  plans 

•  Gathered  information  for  inquiries  made  concerni 
Acton's  history,  families,  and  historic  buildings 

•  Conducted  hearings  regarding  proposed  changes  to  e 
terior  of  buildings  on  the  Cultural  Resource  List 

•  Worked  on  National  Register  nominations. 


Throughout  the  year,  commission  members  also  made  s 
visits  to  properties  where  owners  requested  changes  to  be  mai 
and  areas  for  proposed  subdivisions.  We  photographed  buil  livio 
ings,  sections  of  Town,  and  other  areas  where  changes  were 
ticipated  or  occurring.  We  also  attended  conferences  and  wof 
shops  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  and  Histoi 
Massachusetts. 

New  ideas  for  making  local  history  more  available  (esf  "'sfi 
cially  to  children)  were  gathered  at  these  meetings,  and  the  Coi  "ea 
mission  is  currently  working  to  implement  suggestions.  Bi 
chures  with  maps  and  descriptions  of  important  places,  buil 
ing,  and  events  are  being  developed  for  the  three  local  histoi 
districts. 

We  regret  that  Acton  is  losing  so  much  open  space  a 
also  that  older  structures  are  being  lost  through  neglect  or  dem 
lition.  In  dialoging  with  other  commissions,  we  note  that  mai 
towns  are  facing  similar  frustrations  and  problems.  Despite  the 
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icroachments,  we  are  optimistic  that  Acton  is  concerned  with 
;  place  in  history  and  will  strive  to  preserve  its  heritage. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chair 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr.,  Clerk 
Victoria  Beyer 
David  Harris 
WiiUani  Klauer 


'UBLIC  CEREMONIES 
:OMMITTEE 


In  1995  Acton  citizens  observed  Patriots  Day,  Memorial 
ay.  Independence  Day,  and  Veteran's  Day.  Patriot's  Day  in- 
uded  the  rededication  of  the  "Robbin's  Stone"  marker  at  the 
te  of  the  Robbins  homestead  on  the  100th  Anniversary  of  its 
acement.  Coincidentally,  1995  also  brought  other  significant 
storical  documents,  found  in  the  care  of  Robbins  heirs,  to  the 
icton  Historical  Society  at  approximately  the  same  time  as  the 
dedication. 

Fireworks  Fund:  The  fireworks  display  held  on  July  4th 
»ch  year  in  conjunction  with  the  annual  Lions  Club  Fair,  is  spon- 
)red  by  the  committee  and  paid  for  from  a  freewill  collection 
ken  that  evening  and  a  major  donation  from  the  Acton  Lions 
lub.  The  following  is  an  accounting  of  the  firework  fund  ex- 
lii  inditures. 


Beginning  $1946.24 

Monies  collected  7/4/95  3080.43 

Lions  Club  Donation  2000.00 

Total  $7026.67 

Co.st  of  1995  Firework  Display  5000.00 

Ending  2026.67 


iji  With  the  remaining  balance  of  $2026.67  for  1996,  it  is 
ill  ivious  for  Acton  to  have  a  successful  firework  display,  the  Com- 
j  ittee  will  be  asking  for  your  continued  support. 

or 

g,  The  Celebrations  and  Ceremonies  Committee  needs  your 
tip  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  the  events  that  recognize 
ir  history.  Please  offer  your  help;  you  will  enjoy  the  personal 

jpitisfaction  gained.  Thank  You  to  all  those  who  offered  their 

PpTie  and  talents  in  the  past  year! 

jil  Paul  T.  Hoff,  Chair 


Acton  Minutemen 
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COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


The  Board  heard  requests  for  12  Variances,  of  which  10 
were  granted  and  two  denied.  There  were  three  Petition  for  Re- 
view requests,  two  of  which  were  granted  and  one  denied. 

No  Special  Permits  were  requested. 

Nicholas  Miller,  Chair 
Peter  Berry,  Clerk 
Duncan  Wood,  Member 
Marion  Maxwell,  Alternate 
Janet  Clark,  Alternate 


CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  

During  the  past  year,  the  primary  focuses  of  the  Cable 
Advisory  Committee  have  been  to  1)  complete  the  franchise 
compliance  hearing  process,  2)  continue  to  resolve  consumer 
issues  and  3)  begin  the  license  renewal  process. 

Regarding  the  first  two  items,  the  Committee  concluded 
hearings  in  March  of  1995  finding  that  Cable  vision  is  largely  in 
compliance  with  its  license  agreement  with  the  Town.  Some 
questions  remain  about  annual  expenditures  and  services  for  lo- 
cal cable  programming.  Consumer  complaints  center  on  delayed 
or  unnecessarily  costly  estimates  for  installation.  These  com- 
plaints have  proven  difficult  to  resolve  and  some  of  the  obstacles 
preventing  installation  are  being  reviewed  by  the  State. 

The  Town  is  also  into  the  license  renewal  period,  since  the 
current  license  expires  in  the  summer  of  1998.  Even  with  cur- 
rent changes  in  Telecommunications  regulations,  the  Town  will 
still  benefit  over  the  next  decade  from  a  well-crafted  agreement 
with  a  cable  operator.  A  cable  license  is  a  contract  between  a 
municipality  and  a  cable  operator.  When  clearly  written,  it  is 
enforceable.  License  renewal  is  just  as  important  as  the  original 
search  and  negotiations  for  the  initial  cable  license.  Technology 
and  regulations  have  changed,  experience  has  been  gained  from 
previous  years  of  service  or  lack  of  it,  and  communities  may 
want  to  negotiate  to  have  Public,  Educational  and  Governmen- 
tal access  services  that  may  have  been  unavailable  10  or  15  years 
ago. 

The  Town  will  begin  procedures  to  ascertain  future  cable- 
related  needs  and  interests  by  conducting  consumer  and  com- 
munity needs  assessments.  These  can  be  a  combination  of  sur- 
veys, interviews  with  community  leaders  and  organizations  and 
research  into  the  services  provided  in  other  communities.  The 
public  must  be  given  appropriate  notice  and  opportunity  to  par- 


ticipate. Following  these  proceedings,  the  cable  operator  m» 
respond  to  a  "request  for  proposals"  from  the  Town.  The  Tov. 
must  provide  public  notice  upon  receipt  of  renewal  proposal  fro 
the  cable  operator.  Within  four  months  of  the  completion  of 
proceeding,  the  Licensing  authority  (in  this  case,  the  Board 
Selectmen)  must  either  renew  the  license  or  issue  a  preliminai 
assessment  denying  renewal. 


A  successful  renewal  will  result  in  a  strong,  enforceab 
license  that  includes  flexibility  to  respond  to  changes  in  the 
dustry;  protects  consumers;  and  imposes  requirements  for  adc 
tional  service,  equipment  or  facilities  as  appropriate.  A  good 
cense  agreement  will  also  have  clauses  allowing  for  perioc 
reviews  and  penalty  clauses  for  lack  of  compliance. 

Finally,  the  Cable  Advisory  Committee  will  work  with  ai 
other  appropriate  committees  to  ensure  that  the  new  cable 
cense  fits  in  with  the  overall  telecommunications  infrastructi 
being  developed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Sharon  Ingraham 


les 


m 

mer 
in  111 
Is  at 

oups 


40 


ENCE  VIEWER 


The  duties  of  the  fence  viewer  are  contained  in  Massachu- 
General  Laws,  Chapter  49,  Section  1-20,  inclusive.  This 
I  V  pertains  to  the  need  for  partition  fences  on  property  lines  of 
joining  improved  parcels  of  land  used  for  agricultural  pur- 
j  ses  (primarily  the  keeping  of  livestock).  The  appointed  fence 
;wer  for  the  Town  reports  no  activity  in  such  partition  fences 
™rthe  year  1995. 

Although  this  is  now  an  archaic  position,  several  general 
^'  estions  concerning  fences  are  answered  each  year.  Landown- 

^'i,  when  erecting  fences,  should  keep  the  following  facts  in 

idi  , 
ind: 

id 

1.  Section  5.3.1  of  the  Town's  Zoning  Bylaw  limits  the 
height  of  walls  and  fences  in  yard  setback  areas  to  no 
more  than  eight  feet. 

la 

2.  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  49,  Section  21, 
determines  when  certain  fences  may  be  deemed  a  pri- 
vate nuisance,  and  should  be  consulted  when  there  is  a 
question  concerning  a  spite  fence. 

3.  Section  E39  of  the  Town  Bylaws  provides  that  when 
erecting  a  fence  fronting  on  a  public  way  the  fence 
should  not  encroach  within  the  public  right  of  way  with- 
out a  written  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Assistance  in  determining  the  location  of  this  right-of- 
way  line  is  generally  available  from  the  Acton  Engi- 
neering Department. 

4.  The  installation  of  a  fence  does  not  generally  require  a 
building  permit;  however,  erecting  a  fence  in  a  Local 
Historic  District  will  usually  require  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  from  the  Acton  Historic  District  Com- 
mission. 

I  can  be  reached  during  the  day  at  264-9628. 

David  R.  Abbt,  P.L.S. 
Fence  Viewer 


lANSCOM  FIELD 

.DVISORY  COMMISSION  

The  Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission  (HFAC)  was 
eated  by  an  Act  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1980,  and  consists 
'  members  of  the  abutting  towns,  other  affected  towns  (Acton 
in  this  category),  Massport,  Federal  agencies,  business  inter- 
ts  at  the  Airport,  and  various  other  organizations  and  citizens' 
oups.  All  minutes  are  on  file  in  the  Acton  Library,  as  is  the 
embership  list. 


In  1995,  the  following  activities  at  the  airfield  had  a  po- 
tential impact  on  Acton: 

•  There  is  a  national  trend  downward  in  general  aviation  activ- 
ity, and  this  has  led  to  a  continuing  operating  deficit.  At 
Hanscom  the  overall  number  of  aircraft  operations  has  de- 
creased for  the  fifth  straight  year.  (The  overall  trend  is  down- 
ward even  though  the  actual  numbers  show  higher  totals  for 

1995  than  1994.  This  is  in  large  part  due  to  the  closing  of  the 
long  runway  for  three  months  in  1994.)  In  1995  versus  pre- 
vious years: 

—  Single  engine  piston  aircraft  activity  has  decreased. 

—  Business  jet  activity  has  increased  for  the  third  consecu- 
tive year. 

—  Most  other  types  of  aircraft  activity  remained  constant. 

—  Night  operations  (between  1 1  p.m.  and  7  a.m.)  increased 
largely  due  to  medical  emergency  helicopter  operations. 

•  Noise  levels,  as  measured  on  and  just  off  the  field,  increased 
slightly  due  to  the  increased  jet  activity  as  well  as  the  skew- 
ing effect  of  the  Air  Force  Open  House  in  June.  Noise  com- 
plaints have  decreased. 

•  Due  to  the  continuing  deficit,  Massport  is  seeking  proposals 
for  privatizing  the  operations  at  Hanscom.  While  nothing  is 
expected  to  be  decided  until  mid- 1 996,  it  is  assumed  that  little 
impact  will  be  felt  in  Acton,  since  the  field  must  continue  to 
operate  within  the  Master  Plan  and  Noise  Rules  currently  in 
place  However,  increased  flight  operations  would  be  a  nec- 
essary goal  for  erasing  the  operating  deficit. 

•  Massport  rejected  a  request  by  Business  Air  for  commuter 
service  between  Hanscom  and  Newark  (NJ)  using  19-pas- 
senger  turboprop  planes.  However,  this  service  will  start  in 

1996  under  a  different  airline  and  management  structure.  This 
will  have  some  impact  on  noise  levels  in  Acton,  although  the 
planes  that  would  be  used  have  a  low  noise  footprint. 

•  The  Biennial  Air  Force  Open  House/Air  Show  was  held. 

•  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  was  not  on  the  Base  Realignment 
recommended  list  for  closure,  and  thus  a  large  financial  im- 
pact to  Acton  and  other  area  towns  was  avoided. 

•  The  annual  report  for  Hanscom  is  published  every  February 
and  is  available  at  the  Acton  Library.  It  provides  details  on 
Hanscom  operations  and  financials. 

John  Ekberg 
Richard  Rippere 
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LOWELL  REGIONAL 
TRANSIT  AUTHORITY 


One  result  of  the  1973-74  oil  embargo  was  the  establish- 
ment of  Regional  Transportation  Authorities  (RTAs)  by  the  Fed- 
eral government.  Goals  of  the  RTAs  included  the  increased  use 
of  mass  transportation,  regionalization  of  transit  systems,  and 
the  establishment  of  multi-modal  facilities.  The  Lowell  Regional 
Transit  Authority  (LRTA)  is  one  of  14  regional  authorities  es- 
tablished within  the  Commonwealth  in  1974.  Headquartered  at 
the  Charles  A.  Gallagher  Transportation  Terminal  in  Lowell,  the 
LRTA  provides  fixed  route  bus  service  for  nearly  1.5  million 
passengers  annually  in  six  cities  and  towns.  The  mobility  of  over 
90,000  elderly  and  disabled  citizen  is  enhanced  through  Coun- 
cils on  Aging  and  Road  Runner  Programs.  The  LRTA  serves  an 
area  population  of  300,000  people  with  an  operating  budget  of 
almost  $5  million  annually. 

Working  with  the  Acton  Council  on  Aging,  the  LRTA  pro- 
vides both  Road  Runner  and  Council  on  Aging  Van  services. 
Town  residents  aged  60  years  and  older,  or  those  who  are  handi- 
capped, may  avail  themselves  of  van  services  that  operate  five 
days  a  week.  The  Road  Runner  and  the  COA  Van  provide  curb- 
to-curb,  pick-up  service  in  Acton  and  surrounding  towns  on  an 
advanced  (24-hour)  reservation  basis.  Both  vans  can  accommo- 
date ambulatory,  as  well  as  wheelchair-bound  patrons. 

The  vans  may  be  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes  including 
shopping,  medical  appointments,  visits  to  the  CES  Day  Care 
Center,  Senior  Center  activities,  recreation,  or  visiting  friends 
and  relatives.  The  nominal  fare  schedule  is  50  cents  per  one- 
way trip  within  Acton,  80  cents  for  trips  to  Concord  or  Maynard. 
Road  Runner  service  may  be  arranged  by  calling  263-4691  while 
COA  Van  information  is  available  at  264-9651. 

The  combined  ridership  in  the  Calendar  Year  1995  ex- 
ceeded 13,000  trips,  an  increase  of  more  than  5%  over  1994. 
The  Road  Runner  provided  nearly  6,336  rides,  while  the  COA 
Van  was  used  for  over  6,671  trips.  In  February  1994,  the  COA's 
1988  van  was  replaced  with  a  new  1994  Ford  EMC  van.  This 
van  is  equipped  with  a  fully  automatic  wheelchair  lift.  The  air 
conditioned  vehicle  provides  seating  for  16  passengers  with  two 
wheelchair  placements.  In  December  1992,  the  Road  Runner 
placed  a  new  1992  Dodge  Maxi  Van  into  service.  This  air  condi- 
tioned vehicle  provides  seating  for  1 1  passengers  with  up  to  four 
wheelchair  placements.  New  vans  are  funded  by  grants  from  the 
Massachusetts  Mobility  Assistance  Program  (80%)  and  the  Fed- 
eral Transit  Administration  (20%),  resulting  in  no  cost  to  the 
Town  of  Acton. 

Don  Herskovitz 
LRTA  Liaison 


METROPOLITAN  AREA 
PLANNING  COUNCIL 


lis 


In  order  to  increase  its  ability  to  serve  its  local  commun  sis 
ties,  MAPC  has  made  an  increasing  effort  over  the  past  year 
add  new  programs  and  technologies  that  will  enhance  our  exi 
ing  programs.  The  agency  recently  purchased  MassTrac  ai|o 
MuniLaw,  two  services  that  allow  MAPC  to  answer  questioi 
on  current  legislative  action  and  local  zoning  and  general  b  f 
laws.  Additionally,  the  agency  continues  to  work  with  the  Ma 
sachusetts  Municipal  Association's  Local  Net  to  post  infomii  [)( 
tion  relevant  to  its  communities.  Communities  that  have  a  mi 
dem  are  not  yet  part  of  the  network  may  call  MAPC  in  order 
obtain  a  license  that  will  allow  them  to  participate  in  this  pr 
gram. 

The  agency's  Data  Center  has  recently  compiled  new  con  ntf 
munity  profiles  for  each  community  and  has  developed  new  2 
year  population  age  group  and  household  forecasts  for  the  i 
gion.  These  projections  will  be  used  in  planning  for  new  infi^ 
structure,  and  in  the  delivery  of  municipal  services  in  the  regie 
MAPC's  Geographic  Information  systems  (GIS)  department  (fc 
ganized  a  municipal  GIS  user's  group  that  meets  to  share  infcre 
mation  and  help  one  another.  The  department  also  received  :iic 
state  grant  to  conduct  workshops  providing  technical  assistani  |)e( 
to  local  communities  on  how  to  best  plan  for  their  own  GIS  neec  ilin 

Transportation  issues  continue  to  be  a  major  concern  f 
local  municipalities.  MAPC  works  with  them  to  help  get  tht  lalf 
projects  ready  for  the  Transportation  Improvement  Progra 
(TIP).  The  agency  recently  hosted  a  public  meeting  to  proviimni 
information  on  the  Transportation  Enhancement  Program  so  thsicf 
local  governments  will  have  a  better  chance  to  make  their  projec 
competitive.  In  order  to  improve  air  quality,  the  federal  and  st 
governments  encourage  new  and  creative  approaches  under  wl 
is  called  the  Transportation  Demand  Management  Prograi 
MAPC  works  with  local  communities  to  help  them  formul 
their  applications  for  funding  under  this  program.  Additional  i 
this  year  the  agency  introduced  the  Commuter  Check,  a  progre  flei 
that  utilizes  a  federal  subsidy  to  allow  employers  to  provide  th 
employees  with  a  tax  free  transportation  benefit.  Employers  c 
purchase  up  to  $60  a  month  per  employee  in  travel  vouchtbl 
which  their  workers  can  use  for  commuting  by  bus,  boat,  su  J 
way,  train  or  vanpool.  The  goal  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  singbl 
occupancy  vehicles  on  the  road,  thus  improving  air  quality,  co 
serving  energy  and  easing  the  overcrowding  of  the  roadwa^M 
Any  size  business  can  participate.  b 

Dei 


Two  other  transportation-related  programs  that  MAPC  h 
worked  on  over  the  past  year  are  the  Greater  Boston  Clean  C 
ies  Initiative  and  the  Regional  Bicycle/Pedestrian  Committjuner 
effort.  The  Clean  Cities  Initiative  is  a  national  program  that  i 
sists  communities  and  public  agencies  in  acquiring  clean  fi  lion 
vehicles  by  assisting  with  the  incremental  cost  differences  bieiy 
tween  these  vehicles  and  conventional  fuel  vehicles.  Throulld 


Gi 
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5  program,  communities  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire  elec- 
or  compressed  natural  gas  vehicles  for  use  in  their  munici- 
fleets.  The  program,  through  the  use  of  Congestion  Mitiga- 
ri/Air  Quality  funding  in  the  TIP  can  subsidize  the  additional 
its  associated  with  purchasing  clean  fuel  vehicles.  The  group 
ilso  working  with  the  private  sector  to  help  set  up  the  neces- 
\i  y  infrastructure  to  support  these  new  vehicles.  MAPC  has 
0  acted  as  a  major  staff  support  for  the  Boston  effort.  MAPC 
i(  ff  has  also  been  very  instrumental  in  helping  with  numerous 
ycle  planning  efforts  in  the  area  including  helping  to  develop 
igional  bicycle/pedestrian  plan.  The  agency  has  assisted  the 
;ycle  Coalition  of  Massachusetts  in  setting  up  a  series  of  pub- 
u  meetings  as  part  of  their  contract  with  the  state  to  inventory 
sting  and  potential  bicycles  facilities  throughout  the  state.  The 
ff  has  also  worked  with  a  number  of  local  groups  and  projects 
luding:  the  North  Shore  Bicycle  Coalition,  the  Assabet  River 
il  Trail  organization,  the  MetroWest/SWAP  bikeway,  and  the 
ntral  Mass.  Branch  feasibility  study. 

MAPC  continues  to  offer  its  pavement  management  pro- 
m  to  all  its  communities.  This  year,  in  an  effort  to  increase 

icjiciency  and  be  more  compatible  with  the  other  regional  plan- 
g  agencies  throughout  the  state,  MAPC  has  changed  the  soft- 

if(|re  it  uses  to  VHB's  Road  Manager.  For  the  first  time,  the 
ncy  hired  and  trained  college  students  to  carry  out  roadway 

anipections.This  worked  very  well  and  the  agency  intends  to 

a  itinue  the  practice  in  the  future. 


The  Council  has  continued  its  active  legislative  efforts  on 
ht[ialf  of  its  cities  and  towns.  On  the  state  level,  MAPC  played 
active  role  in  passing,  supporting,  and/or  initiating  scores  of 
i|nning-related  efforts  including:  the  Metropolitan  Highway 
>tem,  the  Open  Space  Bond  bill,  the  River  Protection  bill,  the 
gaBoston  bill,  the  Budget,  the  Transportation  Bond  bill,  and 
Growing  Smart  legislation.  A  successful  amendment  pro- 
;ed  by  MAPC  to  the  Metropolitan  Highway  System  bill  re- 
res  the  state  to  disclose  the  results  of  a  feasibility  study  on 
lating  a  dedicated  funding  source  for  the  Central  Artery  to 
al  municipalities  for  their  review  before  the  state  can  take 
egislative  action. 


jec' 


This  past  year,  MAPC  placed  an  increasing  emphasis  on 
eral  legislative  priorities.  MAPC  met  individually  with  six 
ijmbers  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  to  discuss  important 
eral  legislative  initiatives  affecting  local  and  regional  efforts, 
luding  the  Reauthorization  of  the  Economic  Development  Act 
DA),  the  Safe  Drinking  and  Clean  Water  Acts,  Housing  and 
5an  Development  (HUD)  reform,  and  the  reorganization  of 
Department  of  Transportation  were  among  the  issues. 

Ci  The  agency  continues  to  review  and  comment  on  Envi- 
mental  Impact  Reports  (EIRs)  that  are  seen  as  having  regional 

al^acts.  Staff  handles  hundreds  of  calls  a  year  asking  for  infor- 
tion  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  They  also  participate  in  a 
.[iliety  of  local  planning  groups  and  sponsor  or  co-sponsor  sev- 

dl  dozen  public  meetings  a  year. 


Minuteman  Area  Group  for  Interlocal  Cooperation 
(MAGIC)  is  one  of  the  MAPC  subregions.  Its  membership  in- 
cludes: Acton,  Bolton,  Boxborough,  Carlisle,  Concord,  Hudson, 
Lincoln,  Littleton,  Marlborough,  Maynard,  Stow,  and  Sudbury. 

This  year  the  group  received  funding  to  undertake  a  spe- 
cial project. They  chose  to  focus  on  strategies  to  attract  and  re- 
tain appropriate  economic  development  in  the  region. The  pur- 
po.se  of  their  effort  was  to  help  provide  quality  jobs  for  area 
residents  and  increase  and  diversify  the  local  tax  base.  The  group 
sponsored  a  "brainstorming  breakfast."  That  event  was  attended 
by  over  40  business  leaders  and  local  elected  officials.  The  sub- 
region  followed  up  with  smaller  meetings  to  pursue  ideas  in 
greater  detail.  They  drafted  an  agreement  to  facilitate  the  MAGIC 
communities'  use  of  the  Ma.ssachusetts  Alliance  for  Economic 
Development's  (MAED)  Site  Finder  Service,  and  they  hosted 
another  major  forum  to  present  their  findings  and  get  response 
from  the  public.  A  white  paper  based  on  this  work  was  then 
published. 

MAGIC  also  organized  a  meeting  with  local  legislators  to 
discuss  escalating  capital  needs,  declining  resources,  and  poten- 
tial tools  and  solutions  to  these  problems. 

MAPC  also  published  and  distributed  the  SuA.sCo  Water 
Supply  Protection  Plan  which  was  developed  by  the  agency  dur- 
ing 1994  and  1995  to  help  the  eight  communities  in  the  subre- 
gion  deal  with  ground  water  issues. 

Both  MAGIC  and  MAPC  reviewed  the  Draft  Environmen- 
tal Impact  Report  (DEIR)  for  the  Minute  Man  Airfield  5-Year 
Safety  Improvements.  Because  of  the  considerable  interest  in 
this  project,  the  subregion  held  two  public  subcommittee  meet- 
ings to  formulate  comments  on  the  project.  MAPC  provided 
detailed  analysis  of  the  many  water  resources  issues  involved  in 
the  project. 

The  community  worked  with  the  MAPC  and  its  MetroPlan 
guidelines  to  develop  the  details  of  an  agreement  between  the 
two  entities  to  designate  West  Acton  Village  as  a  Concentrated 
Development  Center.  That  designation  occurred  at  the  May  1 995 
Council  Meeting. 
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ACTON  COMMUNITY  PROFILE 

Prepared  by  the  Data  Center  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 
60  Temple  Place,  Boston,  MA  021 11  (617)  451-2770 
November  1995 


POPULATION  AGE  GROUP  FORECASTS 


HOUSING  PERMITS  ISSUED 


(1995,  MAPC) 

AGE 

1990 

2000 

2010 

0-4 

1 ,240 

1,316 

1,200 

5-9 

1,206 

1,280 

1.168 

10-14 

1,255 

1,304 

1.344 

15-19 

1,204 

1,387 

1.428 

20-24 

1,091 

1.544 

1.557 

25-29 

1,492 

1,357 

1.516 

30-34 

1,516 

1,090 

1.497 

35-44 

3,575  ■ 

2,971 

2.346 

45-54 

2,570 

3,605 

2,909 

55-59 

868 

1,248 

1.703 

60-64 

669 

1,176 

1,604 

65-74 

682 

1.236 

1,892 

75  + 

504 

607 

994 

Total 

17,872 

20.121 

21.158 

EMPLOYMENT  BY  PLACE  OF  WORK 


(1994,  MA  DepL  of  Employment  and  Training) 


2,374 


Finance,  Insur.,  & 
Raal  Eitm* 


Wholanl*  « 
Ratall  Trad* 


Tranaport.  Utilltlaa. 

&  Comnrunlcation 


Manufacturing 


Contract 
Conatruction 


■  1994 
□  1990 


(1994,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census) 
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wi 

c  80 
3 
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73 

77 

74 

1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


(1994,  MAPC) 

Employment 
Households 


(1995,  MAPC) 


1990 

$61 ,394 


1994 

$71 .647 


124 


1994 


EMPLOYMENT.  HOUSEHOLD  & 
HOUSEHOLD  SIZE  FORECASTS 


1990 

2000 

2010 

9,395 

11,300 

14,000 

6,600 

7,190 

7,697 

2.71 

2.80 

2.75 

MEDIAN  HOUSEHOLD  INCOME 


0  2000 

4000 

(1993,  MA  DepL  of  Employment  &  Training) 

1990 

1994 

1990 

Total  Employment 

9,395 

9,289 

Labor  Force 

10.037 

Average  Annual  Payroll  ($M) 

252,431 

303,532 

Employed 

9,746 

Average  Annual  Wage  ($) 

26.865 

32,677 

Unemployed 

291 

Number  of  Establishments 

633 

677 

Unemployment  Rate 

2.90% 

*  Mining  and  agricultural  enDploynnenl  not  presented 

EMPLOYMENT  BY  PLACE  OF  RESIDENCE 


1994 

10.551 

10,173 
378 
3.58% 
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TAX  RATE  PER  THOUSAND  OF 
ASSESSED  VALUATION 

(1995,  MA  Department  of  Revenue) 


Residential 

Commercial 

Composite 


$17.85 
$20.08 
$18.26 


MEDIAN  NON-CONDOMINIUM  SALES  PRICE 


(1994,  Banker  &  Tradesman) 


$190,000 


-22S0OO 

r  230,000 

<  k_2B,000 

<^  10,000 

247,300 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  BY  RACE 
AND  ETHNICITY 

(1994,  MA  Department  of  Education) 


>N« 
IMi 

IMO 

iwa 

IMO 

ioe 


^  A«in 


MOO 
2*00 
1000 
1(00 
1000 
•  00 


J 


1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


0 

1990 

•  \  t — 

1994 

White 

Non-Hispanic  Black 

Hispanic 

Asian 

Other 

Total 

1990 

2,869 

29 

45 

166 

9 

3,118 

1991 

2,846 

27 

43 

158 

8 

3,082 

1992 

2,922 

35 

49 

175 

5 

3,186 

1993 

3,009 

30 

49 

196 

10 

3,294 

1994 

3,116 

28 

67 

188 

8 

3,407 

MEDIAN  MONTHLY  CONTRACT  RENT 


(1994,  PHH  Technology  Services) 

1  Bedroom  Apartment 

$600 

2  Bedroom  Apartment 

$700 

3  Bedroom  Apartment 

$1,000 

Single  Family  House 

$1,800 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT 


(1994,  MA  Department  of  Education) 


K-6* 

7-8 

9-12 

Total 
Public 

1990 

1,670 

459 

989 

3,118 

1991 

1,685 

480 

916 

3,081 

1992 

1,797 

475 

915 

3,187 

1993 

1,913 

458 

923 

3,294 

1994 

2,048 

451 

908 

3.407 

RESIDENT  BIRTHS  BY  RACE  AND 
ETHNICITY 

(1993,  MA  Department  of  Public  Health) 


-oam 


1990 

White 


1993 


Non-Hispanic  Black  Hispanic  Asian  Other  Total 

1990  199  2  8  14         1  224 

1991  207  2  4  13  0  226 
199  2  239  3  5  17  1  265 
199  3          227             1            6           11         0  245 


MAPC  REPRESENTATIVE     James  Lee 


*  K  -  6  enrollment  includes  ungraded  students 
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PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 


The  Planning  Board,  a  nine-member  board  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  has  the  statutory  obligation  to  review 
and  approve  new  subdivisions  under  the  Subdivision  Control 
Law  (M.G.L.  Ch.  4 1 )  and  the  Acton  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations. In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  serves  as  a  special  per- 
mit granting  authority  under  the  Zoning  Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  40A) 
and  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  for  numerous  Special  Permits. 
Through  these  regulatory  tools,  the  Planning  Board  strives  to 
protect  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  Acton's  residents  and  to 
preserve  the  integrity  of  Acton's  character. 

The  year  brought  some  changes  to  the  Planning  Board 
membership.  Election  of  new  officers  took  place;  William 
Shupert  was  elected  Chairman,  John  Pavan  was  elected  Vice 
Chairman,  and  Gregory  Niemyski  was  elected  Clerk.  Christo- 
pher Tolley  was  newly  appointed  to  the  Board  joining  Pat  Halm 
in  the  capacity  of  associate  members.  Joshua  Chemin,  Richard 
Croswell,  David  Hill  and  James  Lee  continue  to  serve  as  board 
members.  The  Planning  Board  now  has  a  full  slate:  seven  full 
members  and  two  associate  members.  The  Planning  Board  meets 
at  7:30  P.M.  in  Room  204  of  the  Town  Hall  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Mondays  of  each  month.  Meeting  dates  are  posted  on  the 
Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 

The  professional  planning  staff,  Town  Planner  Roland 
Bartl,  Assistant  Town  Planner  Donna  Jacobs,  and  newly  hired 
Planning  Board  Secretary  Karen  Switzer,  worked  with  the  Plan- 
ning Board  and  other  volunteer  Town  boards  and  committees  by 
providing  them  with  assistance  and  guidance,  and  conducted  the 
day-to-day  business  of  the  Planning  Board.  The  goal  of  the  plan- 
ning staff  is  to  function  as  a  resourceful  municipal  planning 
agency  dedicated  to  providing  innovative,  professional  planning 
services.  Staff  strives  to  provide  the  necessary  legal  and  regula- 
tory framework  to  inplement  Acton's  Master  Plan  through  pro- 
active planning.  Once  again,  planning  in  Acton  has  been  at  the 
center  of  community  interest  as  the  Town  continues  to  work  on 
implementation  of  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  1991  Master 
Plan. 

West  Acton  Village 

West  Acton  Village,  one  of  the  five  village  business  cen- 
ters identified  under  the  Acton  Master  Plan,  was  desig- 
nated by  the  Town  and  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council  (MAPC)  as  a  Concentrated  Development  Center. 
This  designation  occurred  in  October.  It  recognizes  West 
Acton  Village  as  a  rural/suburban  center  within  the  Bos- 
ton metropolitan  area,  and  thereby  promises  MAPC  sup- 
port to  the  Town  in  securing  State  and  Federal  program 
funds  to  help  implement  the  improvement  projects  identi- 
fied in  the  1994  West  Acton  Village  Plan. 

South  Acton  Village 

The  South  Acton  Village  Plan  was  completed  in  March 
and  the  plan  recommendations  for  zoning  bylaw  amend- 


ments were  adopted  by  the  1995  Annual  Town  Meetim  i{ 
Many  thanks  are  extended  to  the  dedicated  members  i  in 
the  South  Acton  Village  Planning  Committee:  Plannir  a 
Board  Chairman  William  Shupert,  Roger  Andrews,  Bet;  jis 
Eldridge,  Sushama  Gokhale,  David  Hill,  Sam  Mank  [si 
Janice  Fay  Molnar,  Robert  Pion,  Christopher  Trolle  li 
Peggy  Wargelin,  and  Sandra  Whaley.  i 

HI 

Bike  Lockers 

In  August  the  Town  received  notice  that  the  new  bike  locb 
facility  proposed  for  the  South  Acton  train  station  had  bei^  !■ 
approved  for  funding  under  the  Transportation  Demar  isci 
Management/Congestion  Mitigation  -  Air  Quality  (TD>  le 
CMAQ)  Program  of  ISTEA  (the  Federal  Intermodel  Si  (d 
face  Transportation  and  Efficiency  Act  of  1991 ).  The  Pla  id; 
ning  Department  had  submitted  this  project  for  funding  soj 
early  1994.  The  new  lockers  and  bike  racks  should  be  rea(  * 
for  use  sometime  in  the  Spring  or  early  Summer  of  199  idli 

Kelly's  Corner  isd 
A  plan  for  Kelley's  Corner  was  completed  in  June.  Tl  W 
Kelley's  Comer  Plan  presents  a  bold  vision  for  the  futu 
growth  of  this  business  center  with  an  emphasis  on  ne; 
growth,  improving  facilities  for  pedestrian  circulatio 
aesthetic  enhancements,  and  circulation  and  wastewat  iy 
management  improvements.  It  had  been  funded  by  tl  rve: 
Town,  and  a  Strategic  Planning  Grant  from  the  Commo  soli 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  Executive  Office  of  Commur  sist; 
ties  and  Development.  Numerous  zoning  amendments  ha  fori 
been  drafted  based  on  the  plan's  recommendations,  whii  ilior 
will  be  presented  at  the  1996  Annual  Town  Meetin  idci 
Kelley's  Comer  Planning  Committee  members  are:  Al,  laai 
Berko,  Jean  Butler,  Thomas  Caruso,  Richard  Croswe  «i. 
Anne  Fanton,  Wayne  Friedrichs,  Arthur  Gagne,  Richa 
Hatfield,  Geoffrey  Koetsch,  Joan  Meyer,  Larry  Nirenbei 
Robert  Pantzer,  John  Pavan,  William  Ryan,  Jon  Samue 
Margaret  Burr  Sestrich,  Kenneth  Sundberg,  Rob 
Talkowski,  Nancy  Tavemier,  Micki  Williams,  and  Pat 
Wright.  j 

The  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  is  one  of  the  principal  tools  i  ) 
fecting  the  use  and  development  of  land  in  Acton.  It  serves 
the  regulatory  blueprint  goveming  Acton's  future  developmei 
Under  the  guidance  of  the  Planning  Board,  the  Planning  Depa 
ment  continued  to  reshape  the  zoning  bylaw  so  that  it  better  i 
fleets  the  goals,  objectives,  and  recommendations  of  the  Masi 
Plan  together  with  the  current  needs  of  the  community.  In  tl 
context  the  major  changes  to  the  zoning  bylaw  adopted  in  19' 
were  modification.'^  to  implement  the  South  Acton  Village  Pk 
a  provision  that  guarantees  zoning  compliance  for  land  aftei 
municipal  acquisition  and  use,  amendments  to  sign  regulatioi 
and  an  increase  in  the  allowable  density  in  the  Office  Park 
District  at  Nagog  Park. 

A  primary  function  of  the  Planning  Department  is  the  c 
ordination  of  the  inter-departmental  reviews  and  legal  pemi 

it 


ig  process  for  new  development  proposals  submitted  to  the 
anning  Board.  This  review  process  includes  explanations  of 
;  development  proposals  and  of  the  approval  process  to  neigh- 
rs  and  residents,  negotiations  with  developers,  coordination 
staff  reviews,  scheduling  public  hearings,  and  drafting  the 
cisions.  The  Planning  Department  also  manages  the  various 
rformance  guarantees  posted  with  the  Town  to  secure  proper 
mpletion  of  subdivision  improvements. 

Development  activities  in  1995  increased  again  over  1994. 
k  anning  staff  and  the  Planning  Board  met  with  developers  and 
la  jcussed  the  potential  for  eight  new  residential  developments, 
le  Planning  Board  approved  four  definitive  subdivisions,  de- 
;d  one  application  for  approval  of  a  definitive  subdivision  plan, 
li  d  approved  three  preliminary  subdivisioin  plans.  The  Board 
o  granted  special  permits  for  two  Planned  Conservation  Resi- 
.alntial  Communities,  one  Planned  Unit  Development,  two  signs, 
d  to  allow  the  reconstruction  of  one  existing  multifamily  dwell- 
l-  In  all,  the  Planning  Board  approved  the  creation  of  222  new 
s  during  1995,  55  percent  more  than  the  number  approved  in 
Tt94. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank  Donna  Jacobs,  Assis- 
iioht  Planner,  and  Karen  Switzer,  Planning  Secretary,  for  their 
ily  efforts  to  make  the  Planning  Department  an  agency  that 
rves  the  Acton  public  with  courtesy  and  efficiency.  I  would 
io  like  to  thank  all  Town  departments  and  employees  for  their 
or  sistance  and  cooperation.  As  every  year,  none  of  the  planning 
to'orts  would  have  been  possible  without  the  enormous  contri- 
liK  tions  by  Acton  residents  who  serve  as  volunteers  on  the  boards 
d  committees  we  staff.  It  was  a  pleasure  working  with  all  of 
\|iu  and  we  look  forward  to  future  years  of  successful  work  with 
le  u. 


Roland  Bartl,  AICP 
Town  Planner 


West  Acton  stores  decorated  by  Gates  School  children. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  ENVIRONMENT 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 


Residential  construction  continues  to  increase.  Commer- 
cial construction  has  leveled  off  and  shows  little  increase  from 
last  year.  Sign  enforcement  in  the  department  stayed  about  the 
same  with  66  new  sign  licenses  issued,  31  temporary  sign  li- 
censes, 128  sign  license  renewals,  and  32  violation  tickets  is- 
sued. We  have  seen  a  substantial  increase  in  plumbing,  electri- 
cal, and  gas  permits  over  the  past  few  years. 

The  figures  for  the  year  ending  December  31,1 995  are  as 
follows: 


Number 

$  Amount 

New  Residential 

101 

$12,196,781 

Residential  Additions 

402 

3,195,607 

New  Commercial  Construction 

3 

283,667 

Commercial  Additions 

50 

1,532,100 

Demolitions 

9 

122,400 

Garry  A.  Rhodes 
Building  Commissioner 


CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


The  Cemetery  Commission  is  responsible  for  expenditures 
from  the  various  cemetery  trust  funds,  and  oversees  the  opera- 
tion and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries:  Woodlawn, 
located  on  Concord  Rd.,  Acton  Center,  est.  1738;  Forest,  on 
Carlisle  Rd.,  North  Acton,  est.  1750;  and  Mount  Hope,  on  Cen- 
tral St.,  West  Acton,  est.  1848.  The  Commissioners  meet  at  the 
Kennedy  Service  Building,  located  on  the  grounds  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  at  7:00  P.M.  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Any  changes  in  this  schedule  will  be  posted  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  duties  of  the  personnel  of  the  Cemetery  Department 
include  maintaining  all  developed  areas,  which  at  the  present 
time  consists  of  over  43  acres;  constructing  monument  founda- 
tions; setting  flush  markers;  preparing  and  planting  endowed 
flower  beds;  and  planting  trees  and  shrubs.  We  assist  in  the  se- 
lection and  purchase  of  lots;  assist  Funeral  Directors  at  the  time 
of  an  interment;  help  visitors  locate  gravesites;  and  answer  in- 
quiries about  rules  and  regulations.  We  maintain  our  equipment, 
grounds  and  buildings,  including  the  Woodlawn  Memorial 
Chapel,  on  a  year-round  basis.  Prior  to  Memorial  Day,  we  place 
a  potted  geranium  and  an  American  flag,  both  supplied  by  the 
Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations  Committee,  at  the  grave  of 
every  known  veteran.  We  maintain  the  lot  and  interment  records, 
and  do  our  own  billing  and  receiving. 


WOODLAWN  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

The  Chapel  was  used  for  four  funeral  or  memorial  sefl 
vices  and  for  four  wedding  ceremonies  and  their  related  rehearsi 
als.  The  organ  was  repaired  and  tuned,  a  new  underground  elec 
trie  service  was  installed,  the  fuel  tanks  were  replaced,  and  thre^ 
flowering  pear  trees  were  planted  on  the  grounds. 

We  would  like  to  invite  any  residents  or  visitors  who  an 
interested  in  seeing  the  interior,  or  in  using  the  Chapel,  to  ci 
the  office  at  264-9644. 

THE  CEMETERIES 


Development  of  Section  14  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  he^ 
gun  in  1993,  is  nearly  complete.  After  the  loam  was  spread,  thilei 
area  graded,  and  the  roadways  paved,  the  area  was  hydroseedd  t 
and  watered.  Aluminum  pins  were  put  in  place,  marking  eacud 
individual  lot,  and  the  section  became  available  for  the  sale  o»f 
lots.  Four  hundred  sixty-three  shrubs  and  thirteen  trees  weiforl 
planted  in  September,  and  their  beds  dressed  with  bark  mulct  ep 
Thirteen  more  trees,  which  require  Spring  planting,  will  be  dflW 
livered  in  1996.  |ien 

(ie 

To  allow  the  Acton-Boxborough  Youth  Soccer  League  tini 
to  acquire  and  develop  additional  playing  fields,  in  1988,  th 
Commissioners  granted  them  permission  to  use  a  part  c 
Woodlawn  Cemetery  on  Concord  Road,  for  a  ten  year  periot 
The  sprinkler  system  they  recently  installed  at  this  temporal 
location  was  operational  just  in  time  to  offset  the  summer  drough 
To  allow  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regionial  High  School  time  l 
repair  the  damage  to  their  field,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Actoi 
Boxborough  Youth  Soccer  League,  the  Commissioners  allowe 
them  the  use  of  the  Woodlawn  Field  for  their  field  hockey  leagi 
games  through  the  end  of  the  1995  season. 

The  Flag  Retirement  Ceremony  was  held  at  Woodlaw 
Cemetery  on  Nobember  1 1  th.  Because  of  the  drought,  the  fertijprcv 
izing  and  grub  control  programs  were  carried  out  in  a  minim 
way  in  September,  in  both  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  Cen 
eteries.  All  shrubs  were  trimmed  at  both  cemeteries  and  son 
perimeter  brush  was  trimmed.  We  have  an  ongoing  program  f 
edging,  leveling  and/or  raising  flush  markers,  and  for  the  hig 
pressure  washing  of  monuments.  Two  gas-powered  weei 
wackers  were  purchased  to  replace  worn  out  equipment.  A  on 
ton  dump  truck,  replacing  the  old  pick-up  truck,  was  purchas< 
and  delivered. 


Signs  were  posted  at  the  entrances  of  both  Woodlawn  ai 
Mount  Hope  cemeteries  stating  that  no  artificial  flowers  are  £ 
lowed  from  April  1  through  November  30.  Artificial  arrang 
ments  left  in  this  time  frame,  will  be  picked  up  by  departme 
personnel. 


re»a 
cons 
also 
sess( 


Davi 
Engi 
Aide 
P.E. 
enaii 


48 


We  wish  to  thank  those  who  visit  the  cemeteries  to  pay 
\t  respects,  who  visit  on  a  regular  basis  as  part  of  their  physi- 
(fitness  program,  or  who  happen  to  be  driving  by,  for  making 
|e  of  out-of-the-ordinary  activities,  and  reporting  them  to  the 
letery  Office  or  the  Acton  Police  Department.  Your  atten- 
to  details  is  a  deterent  to  vandalism. 

In  calendar  year  1995,  the  sum  of  $91,715.35  was  paid  to 
Town  Treasurer  to  be  deposited  as  follows: 


IogI 


General  Fund 
Cemetery  Land  Fund 
Perpetual  Care  Fund 


$36,726.35 
$9,790.00 
$45,199.00 


In  February  of  this  year,  a  reorganization  of  Town  Depart- 
bnts  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  Department  of  Natural  Re- 
urces  and  Cemeteries,  directed  by  Tom  Tidman.  We  wish  to 
n  kjunk  David  Lee,  Crew  Chief,  and  Nancy  Howell,  Principal 
ad  jjierk,  who  have  been  assigned  the  duties  they  had  assumed  upon 
wiile  Superintendent's  retirement;  Stephen  Gray  and  James 
seafjdette,  Full-Time  Cemetery  Maintenance  Men;  Stanley  Jenks, 
irt-Time  Maintenance  Man;  and  Justin  Geneau  and  Ronald 
irtante.  Seasonal  Workers,  for  their  part  in  achieving  the 
;partment's  goals.  We  are  also  grateful  for  the  assistance  re- 
lived from  the  Highway  Department,  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment, the  Water  District,  and  the  Department  of  Municipal  Prop- 
llies. 


Brewster  Conant,  Chair 
Edward  R.  Bailey,  Secretary 
Walter  E.  C.  George 


ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 


)W( 

agi  The  Engineering  Department  provides  the  various  Town 
wards,  committees  and  departments  with  civil  engineering  and 
and  surveying  expertise.  The  Department  also  designs  public 
vorks  type  projects  and  obtains  the  necessary  permits  and  ap- 
provals for  them,  as  well  as  providing  supervision  of  the  con- 
traction process.  Development  proposals  submitted  to  the  Plan- 

enfiing  Board  are  evaluated  for  compliance  with  their  rules  and 
egulations  and  good  engineering  practice.  Subdivision  road 

fl;onstruction  is  inspected  for  compliance  with  these  plans.  We 

1  also  update  the  Town  atlas  maps  and  associated  files  for  the  as- 

ecsessors. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  currently  consists  of 
David  F.  Abbt,  P.L.S.,  Engineering  Administrator;  Dennis  P.  Ring, 
Engineering  Assistant  II;  Corey  S.  York,  Senior  Engineering 
Aide;  and  Karen  L.  Switzer,  part-time  Secretary.  Eric  K.  Durling, 
P.E.  is  retained  on  an  "as-needed"  basis  to  provide  professional 
engineering  review  of  minor  departmental  projects. 


The  Engineering  Department  supervises  and  coordinates 
several  major  ongoing  projects  that  are  reviewed  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Highway  Department  (MHD).  The  design  work  is  done 
by  private  engineering  consultants  hired  by  the  Town,  but  when 
approved  by  the  MHD,  the  actual  construction  is  funded  by  the 
State.  The  bridge  on  Wetherbee  Street  over  Nashoba  Brook  now 
under  construction  is  a  project  of  this  type.  The  MHD  adver- 
tised the  project  last  spring  and  awarded  the  contract  during  the 
summer;  however,  the  contractor  did  not  get  an  early  enough 
start  to  make  much  progress  before  the  rains  this  fall  effectively 
closed  the  job  for  the  season. 

The  South  Acton  railroad  bridge  has  been  a  source  of  con- 
cern in  recent  years.  This  being  a  state-owned  bridge,  the  Engi- 
neering Department  does  not  have  an  active  decision-making 
role  in  matters  concerning  the  bridge.  Nonetheless,  we  reviewed 
the  plans  and  specifications  for  issues  of  particular  concern  to 
the  Town.  The  MHD  awarded  the  contract  this  fall  and  .serious 
construction  work  will  .start  in  the  spring  of  1996.  This  will  be  a 
long  complicated  job  with  many  frustrations  and  aggravations 
to  deal  with  before  it  is  finally  finished. 

Each  year  the  Engineering  Department  does  the  survey, 
design,  and  construction  stakeout  for  several  projects  constructed 
by  the  Highway  Department.  The  first  project  of  this  type  was 
the  parking  lot  improvements  at  the  Route  2A/27  recreation  field. 
The  project  included  the  installation  of  a  storm  drainage  system; 
regrading  and  paving  the  parking  lot;  and  construction  of  a  side- 
walk along  the  adjacent  section  of  Main  Street.  Another  such 
project  was  the  field  layout  for  the  new  granite  curbs  and  con- 
crete sidewalks  on  a  portion  of  Central  Street  in  West  Acton.  We 
have  also  completed  the  survey  work  for  a  new  precast  concrete 
box  culvert  on  Central  Street  at  Fort  Pond  Brook  near  Elm  Street. 

The  survey  for  the  design  of  new  sidewalks  on  Town  ways 
is  an  ongoing  project  for  the  Department.  In  recent  years  the 
Town  has  committed  more  resources  to  this  effort.  This  year  we 
worked  extensively  on  the  new  sidewalk  on  School  Street  from 
Piper  Road  to  house  #174.  We  have  also  completed  the  survey 
for  extending  this  sidewalk  to  Sandy  Drive  next  year.  During 
the  year  we  received  several  calls  from  residents  of  various  neigh- 
borhoods requesting  sidewalks  on  busy  streets  in  their  areas.  On 
old  streets,  sidewalks  are  not  easy  to  build.  Stonewalls,  steep 
shoulder  grades,  public  shade  trees,  narrow  culverts,  and  the  lack 
of  sufficient  street  right-of-way  width  are  common  obstacles.  It 
also  becomes  most  difficult  when  individual  residents  object  to 
the  sidewalk,  particulariy  if  their  cooperation  is  needed  for  ad- 
ditional right-of-way  or  easements.  In  spite  of  all  the  difficul- 
ties, the  Town  does  succeed  in  constructing  some  new  sidewalks 
each  year.  One  way  for  residents  to  facilitate  the  construction  of 
sidewalks  in  their  neighborhood  is  to  get  together  to  find  agree- 
ment on  where  a  sidewalk  should  be  constructed.  This  should 
include  all  the  residents  who  live  along  a  sidewalk  route.  In  this 
way,  solutions  to  the  common  obstacles  described  above  can 
usually  be  found  and  as  funds  become  available  the  sidewalk 
can  be  constructed  without  delay. 
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Miscellaneous  projects  were  undertaken  for  other  depart- 
ments during  the  year,  such  as  design  of  a  bicycle  locker  and 
rack  facility  at  the  South  Acton  Commuter  Lot  for  the  Planning 
Department;  a  plan  of  proposed  school  zones  on  Elm  Street  and 
Arlington  Street  for  the  local  School  Department;  an  on-the- 
ground  "picture  point"  survey  for  new  aerial  topography  of  the 
proposed  North  Acton  recreation  area  site;  a  property  line  sur- 
vey of  the  "Camp  Acton"  purchase  for  the  Conservation  Depart- 
ment; and  preparation  of  applications  for  participation  in  the  clay 
distribution  program  associated  with  the  Central  Artery/Tunnel 
project.  If  we  get  it,  this  material  would  be  used  to  permanently 
cap  the  former  Forest  Road  landfill. 

New  subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the  En- 
gineering Department  from  initial  submission  of  plans  to  final 
completion  of  the  roads.  When  a  plan  is  submitted,  an  engineer- 
ing review  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  subdivision  is  made,  based 
on  current  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  Hearthstone 
Farm,  Mill  Comer,  Maple  Creek,  Acorn  Park  Phases  I  and  II, 
Maddy  Lane,  Parmely  Drive,  MacGregor  Lane,  Washington 
Drive  Extension,  Marshall  Crossing,  Perkins  Lane,  McGovem 
Estates,  New  View,  Lawsbrook  Village,  Acton  Woods,  Piper 
Ridge,  and  Bellows  Farm  Phases  II  -  IV  were  reviewed  and/or 
inspected  in  this  manner.  The  Engineering  Department  also  did 
a  substantial  amount  of  work  for  the  Planning  Board,  including 
bond  estimates  for  subdivision  roads  and  reviews  of  common 
drive  special  permits. 

We  continue  to  manage  the  non-resident  parking  meters  at 
the  South  Acton  Commuter  Parking  Lot.  A  total  of  121  meters 
have  been  installed  in  recent  years.  All  of  the  meters  are  totally 
electronic  and  operate  on  solar  power  with  lithium  battery  back- 
up. The  meters  are  monitored  on  a  regular  basis  and  any  mal- 
functioning units  are  returned  to  the  manufacturer  for  repairs.  A 
member  of  our  staff  has  also  attended  "Parking  Meter  School" 
(a  three-day  seminar)  and  is  capable  of  correcting  minor  prob- 
lems. We  feel  this  has  been  a  very  successful  installation. 

The  Engineering  Department  handles  the  daily  routine  of 
administering  the  "Permit  to  Construct  Within  a  Public  Way" 
program  (street  cuts);  inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the  instal- 
lation of  new  utilities  and  driveways;  responding  to  requests 
concerning  drainage  problems;  reviewing  commercial  site  plans; 
preparing  street  acceptance  documents;  coordinating  the  process 
used  to  accept  donations  of  easements  and  low  value  parcels  of 
land;  updating  the  Town  Atlas  Maps,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning 
Maps,  and  other  Town  maps;  providing  the  general  public  with 
information;  and  assisting  the  various  Town  boards  and  agen- 
cies as  requested.  We  continue  as  time  is  available  to  convert  the 
Town  Atlas  Maps  to  AutoCad  drawings. 

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  received  from  the  other 
Town  departments  and  look  forward  to  further  productive  ef- 
forts in  the  coming  year. 

David  F.  Abbt,  PL.S. 
Engineering  Administrator 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


The  Highway  Department  installed  a  concrete  sidewai  ^ 
with  granite  curb  on  Central  Street  across  the  street  from  tH 
Fire  House.  This  completes  this  project  of  sidewalks  on  that  sio 
of  Central  Street. 

I 

A  bituminous  concrete  sidewalk  was  started  on  Scha 
Street  from  Piper  Road  east  of  School  Street  for  approximate! 
2,500  feet.  New  berms  were  installed  around  Town.  Trash  m\ 
picked  up  along  the  road  sides  throughout  the  year.  ^ 

Also  the  Highway  Department  installed  a  parking  area  o 
Route  111  for  conservation.  Work  was  done  on  the  Police  Ste 
tion  roof.  Signs  were  made  during  the  winter  for  summer  project! 
Some  painting  was  done  on  the  inside  of  the  D.P.W.  Building 
The  Highway  Department  worked  at  the  Cemetery  Departmer 
building  new  plots,  water  lines  were  installed,  fill  and  grave 
were  hauled  in,  roads  were  paved,  and  the  area  was  seeded. 

Snow  —  Sand  barrels  were  placed  around  Town  for  thi 
winter.  Snow  fence  was  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Stree  'fii 
and  Hayward  Road  and  also  on  Wetherbee  Street  at  Route  2 
Salt  and  sand  is  available  at  the  Town  Yard,  14  Forest  Road,  fo'lun 
all  the  Townspeople.  on 

len 

Drainage  —  The  Highway  Department  installed  a  nev  ep: 
leaching  basin  at  #85  Concord  Road.  We  also  installed  a  6-inclliibl 
subdrain  and  new  basin  on  Strawberry  Hill  Road,  Ethan  Allen  m 
Drive,  and  Lawsbrook  Road.  los 

1.1 
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Roads  —  All  drainage  structures  were  raised  for  paving 
Chapter  90  funds  were  used  for  paving  along  with  Town  funds 
These  roads  were  crackfilled  also.  All  roads  were  swept  and  al. 
catchbasins  were  cleaned  throughout  the  Town. 

ItO: 

Transfer  Station  —  The  Transfer  Station  is  transporting 
9,400  tons  of  trash  per  year  to  NESWC.  The  Highway  Depart- 
ment continued  the  leaf  recycling  program  and  the  Christmaslmi 
tree  recycling  program.  This  year  about  3,000  tons  of  recyclables  )f 
were  collected  saving  the  Town  money  on  the  tipping  fees.  B.F.I, 
Waste  Systems  is  hauling  all  of  our  recyclables  from  the  recy-  )n 
cling  center. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  Assistant,  Dave  Brown  and  my  pi 
Secretary,  Elaine  Lawson  for  their  help.  Also  my  thanks  to  the 
men  on  the  Highway  Department  for  doing  an  excellent  job.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  all  other  departments  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Richard  Howe 
Highway  Superintendent 
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AUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES  

fal  The  Department  of  Municipal  Properties  discharges  the 
3111  lowing  duties: 

lais 

1 .  Maintenance,  management,  and  construction  of  all  Town 
Buildings,  except  those  controlled  by  the  School  De- 
Icli  partment. 

mi(  2.  Maintenance  and  development  of  the  Town  Common, 
h         parks,  playgrounds,  and  active  recreation  areas. 

3.  Management  of  street  trees  as  provided  in  MGL  Chap- 
ter 87,  and  management  of  Public  Nuisances  related  to 
ti  shade  trees,  as  provided  in  MGL  Chapter  132. 

Si  4.  Technical  expertise  as  needed  for  site  plan  and  subdivi- 
|ec  sion  reviews  and  inspections, 

iii      5.  Administration  of  utility  budget, 
m      6.  Assistance  to  other  departments  as  needed  in  the  areas 
a»  of  land  management  and  construction. 

In  early  1995  the  Municipal  Properties  Department  was 
tl  organized,  and  the  Natural  Resources  Department  was  created 
re  administer  the  Cemeteries,  Wetlands  protection,  and  the  Con- 
:  rvation  lands,  which  had  previously  been  under  the  aegis  of 
f(  [unicipal  Properties.  There  will  continue  to  be  close  coordina- 
Dn  between  the  two  departments,  including  sharing  of  equip- 
ent,  personnel,  and  expertise;  it  is  hoped  that  the  two  separate 
ei  fpartments  will  be  able  to  provide  enhanced  services  to  the 
ic  tiblic.  A  second  major  change  in  operations  occurred  at  the  1995 
e  nnual  Town  Meeting  when  it  was  voted  to  eliminate  the  Town 
losquito  control  program,  and  a  related  article,  to  join  the  Cen- 
al  Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project,  was  defeated.  As  a 
g  jsult  of  these  decisions.  Town  Meeting  put  an  end  to  over  thirty 
Is  ears  of  having  some  sort  of  mosquito  control  program,  either 
il  ical  or  regional  in  scope. 

toadside  Vegetation  Mangement 

0 

e 

I-  This  year  74  dead  or  dangerous  street  trees  were  removed, 
s  nd  37  other  street  trees  were  removed  to  allow  the  construction 
s  if  sidewalks  on  School  Street  and  Main  Street.  Fifty-eight  street 
rees  were  pruned  to  reduce  hazards,  and  50  tree  stumps  that 
■  )resented  traffic  hazards  were  ground  out  below  grade. 

A  total  of  55  trees  were  planted  along  roadsides  and  in 
)ublic  areas  around  town.  In  order  to  continue  the  best 
irboricultural  practice  of  having  a  diverse  stock  of  trees,  seven 
species  of  trees  were  planted:  Japanese  Tree  Lilac,  Green  Ash, 
Norway  Maple  (two  cultivars),  Redspire  Pear,  Crabapple,  Ko- 
ean  Mountain  Ash,  and  Sargent  Cherry. 

Approximately  50  miles  of  road  shoulder  were  mowed  with 
he  side  arm  mower,  and  several  areas  were  cut  back  with  chain 
saws.  All  intersec  tions  and  sidewalks  were  checked  and  trimmed 
back  as  needed  to  alleviate  traffic  hazards.  Poi.son  ivy  growing 
along  the  Rights  of  Way  was  sprayed  with  a  selective  herbicide. 


The  major  cause  of  street  tree  death  in  Acton  continues  to 
be  Ash  Decline.  This  desca.se  is  believed  to  be  caused  by  a  my- 
coplasma like  organism,  or  M.L.O.,  which  is  believed  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  a  leaf-hopper.  The  disease  is  always  fatal  within  one 
or  two  years  when  it  infects  drought-stressed  ash  trees. 

The  severe  drought  during  the  summer,  the  worst  in  30 
years,  exacted  a  heavy  toll  in  damage  to  shade  and  ornamental 
trees,  killing  a  number  of  weak  trees  outright,  and  severely  stress- 
ing the  rest  of  the  population.  It  will  take  at  least  three  years  of 
normal  rainfall  to  restore  the  trees  to  their  previous  vigor,  and 
many  trees  will  die  during  that  period  due  to  secondary  attacks 
by  opportunistic  insects  and  fungi. 

All  subdivisions,  cluster  developments,  and  commercial 
site  plans  were  reviewed  for  compliance  with  local  landscaping 
standards. 

All  vegetation  that  interfered  with  street  electric  wires  was 
trimmed  back  by  a  contractor  working  for  Boston  Edison  Com- 
pany. The  Tree  Warden  supervised  all  work  performed  on  Pub- 
lic Shade  Trees  as  part  of  this  routine  maintenance  program. 

In  1995  Acton  was  certified  for  the  eleventh  consecutive 
year  as  a  Tree  City  USA  by  the  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation, 
in  recognition  of  our  urban  forestry  efforts. 

The  Director  continues  to  serve  as  Secretary  of  the  New 
England  Chapter,  International  Society  of  Arboriculture,  and  is 
a  Massachusetts  Delegate  to  the  Northeast  Forest  Pest  Council. 

Building  Maintenance 

A  "Request  for  Proposals"  was  developed  and  publicly 
advertised  for  a  designer  for  the  Memorial  Library  expansion 
project.  Administering  this  design  involved  prequalifying  all 
applicants,  inspecting  examples  of  their  work,  and  interviewing 
the  finalists.  Anthony  A.  Tappe  and  Associates  was  hired  in  the 
summer,  and  design  work  began  immediately  for  an  estimated 
$6.3  Million  renovation  and  expansion  of  the  library,  which  will 
be  brought  before  the  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  approval. 

LEA  Group  was  hired  to  evaluate  and  design  new  roofs 
for  all  three  Fire  Stations,  using  a  similar  process  as  was  used 
for  selecting  the  designer  for  the  Library  expansion.  The  $75,000 
Fire  Station  roofing  project  will  also  be  brought  to  the  1996 
Annual  Town  Meeting  for  approval. 

The  Director  assisted  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  Request 
for  Proposals  process,  and  in  pre-qualifying,  interviewing,  and 
selecting  a  design  firm  for  the  South  Acton/Mill  Comer  Sewer 
Project.  The  Director  also  facilitated  a  series  of  meetings  in- 
volved with  planning  for  a  Public  Safety  Facility.  A  proposal  to 
fund  preliminary  design  of  such  a  facility  will  be  presented  to 
the  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting,  and,  if  approved,  the  RFP/De- 
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signer  selection  process  will  be  administered  from  the  Munici- 
pal Properties  Department. 

The  Senior  Center  was  upgraded  with  both  acoustical  im- 
provements and  central  air  conditioning.  The  need  for  both  these 
improvements  was  apparent  after  less  than  one  year  of  opera- 
tion in  the  donated  facility. 

In  January,  Acton  received  an  award  for  "Minimal  Prop- 
erty and  Liability  Loss"  for  the  period  from  1993-1994  from 
Massachusetts  Interlocal  Insurance  Association.  This  is  the  third 
such  award  Acton  has  acquired,  and  translates  to  a  considerable 
savings  to  the  Town  in  insurance  premiums,  as  well  as  the  com- 
fort of  having  a  safe  work  environment.  The  Municipal  Proper- 
ties Director  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Safety  Committee,  and 
administers  many  of  the  loss  control  programs. 

In  October  the  Board  of  Selectmen  accepted  the  donation 
of  a  P.A.  Stark  baby  grand  piano,  given  to  the  Town  by  Roland 
and  Katherine  Vaillancourt.  The  instrument  has  received  minor 
repairs,  and  is  now  available  in  the  Hearing  Room  for  recep- 
tions and  public  entertainment. 

All  thirteen  buildings  maintained  by  this  Department  re- 
ceived such  routine  maintenance  and  minor  upgrades  as  were 
required  to  protect  the  Town's  capital  investment  and  to  provide 
a  safe,  pleasant,  and  efficient  environment  for  Town  staff  and 
residents  using  the  facilities. 

Land  Management 

The  25  acres  of  turf  maintained  by  this  Department  were 
mowed  on  a  weekly  basis  during  the  growing  season,  and  were 
fertilized  and  aerated.  This  regimen  of  light  fertilization,  weekly 
mowing,  and  annual  aeration  is  the  absolute  minimum  required 
to  maintain  healthy  athletic  turf.  We  have  continued  the  pro- 
gram of  past  years  in  billing  the  various  athletic  leagues  for  the 
fertilizer  applied  to  the  areas  they  use.  In  1995  the  turf  in  most 
areas  were  severely  stressed  by  drought,  overuse,  and  Japanese 
Beetle  Grub  root  damage.  Woodlawn  Field  was  notable  in  stay- 
ing green  and  lush  due  to  the  sprinkler  system  installed  last  year 
by  the  Acton-Boxborough  Youth  Soccer  League,  and  plans  are 
being  developed  for  a  similar  system  at  the  2A/27  Field.  The 
problem  of  overuse  of  the  facilities  will  have  to  be  addressed 
through  creating  new  fields.  The  major  deterrents  to  creating 
new  fields,  other  than  cost,  is  the  political  problem  of  dealing 
with  established  neighborhoods  that  oppose  recreational  facili- 
ties, as  was  seen  with  the  Maple  Creek  proposal  on  Summer 
Street,  and  the  lack  of  available  sites.  Flat  land  that  is  not  en- 
cumbered by  wetlands  and  is  not  adjacent  to  a  residential  area  is 
at  a  premium  in  Acton,  and  the  1 500  acres  of  Conservation  Land 
in  town  is  severely  restricted  by  state  regulation  and  generally 
cannot  be  developed  for  active  recreation. 

The  1995  Annual  Town  Meeting  provided  funds  to  pave 
the  parking  area  at  the  2A/27  Field,  and  this  work  was  done 


during  the  summer,  which  allows  a  much  safer  and  more  plea 
ant  access  into  the  recreation  area.  This  work  was  done  in  coi 
junction  with  building  a  sidewalk  along  the  Main  Street  fron 
age,  using  funds  donated  from  Shell  Oil  Company,  and  all  ro> 
shoulders  were  landscaped  to  provide  a  finishing  touch 
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Two  neighborhood  playground  committees  were  create- 
in  1995,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Acton  Children's  Playgroun 
Committee,  Inc.  The  two  groups,  concentrating  on  Jones  Fie 
in  South  Acton,  and  Gardner  Field  in  West  Acton,  were  .set  up 
response  to  funding  approved  at  the  1995  Annual  Town  Mee 
ing.  The  two  groups  will  work  on  design,  additional  fundraisin 
and  installation  of  new  equipment  at  the  two  areas  to  suppl 
ment  the  Town  appropriation  and  Town  staff  time  that  can  b 
allocated  to  these  projects.  It  is  very  important  to  have  neigt 
borhood  input  from  the  users  of  these  areas,  and  it  is  hoped  th; 
both  Town  funding  and  participation  by  groups  representing  otha 
areas  can  be  expanded  in  subsequent  years. 

The  Boston  Minuteman  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  Americ; 
contacted  with  Town  during  the  spring  with  an  offer  to  sell  "Cam 
Acton",  a  59-acre  parcel  located  adjacent  to  the  Spring  Hill  Cor 
servation  Area.  The  Director  participated  in  the  early  negotia 
tions,  and  the  proposal  was  brought  to  a  Special  Town  Meetin 
in  November.  Purchase  of  land  for  a  price  up  to  $400,000  wa 
approved  by  Town  Meeting,  and  final  negotiations  for  this  par 
eel  for  future  Conservation  Land  are  now  being  finalized. 

The  Director  also  participated  in  a  series  of  meetings  spon 
sored  by  the  Bicycle  Committee  of  Massachusetts  in  develop 
ing  a  plan  for  bikeways,  to  be  funded  by  the  Executive  Office  o 
Transportation  and  Construction.  The  "Lowell  to  South  Sudbun 
Rail  Trail",  which  will  run  through  North  and  East  Acton,  wa: 
put  on  the  plan  as  the  number  one  priority  statewide.  The  "Assabe 
River  Rail  Trail",  which  will  run  through  South  Acton,  was  also 
very  close  to  the  top  of  the  list. 

The  "2001  Committee"  was  established  as  a  long  range 
planning  forum  for  the  Town.  As  part  of  the  process,  the  Direc- 
tor wrote  a  "History  of  Recreation  in  Acton",  which  outlined  the 
significant  milestones  in  the  development  of  the  recreational 
facilities.  Hopefully,  this  document  will  put  into  context  some 
of  the  decisions  that  have  been  made  in  the  past  about  these 
facilities,  and  give  some  guidance  on  directions  to  proceed  in 
for  the  future. 

The  "Bay  Circuit  Trail",  which  is  a  trail  and  connected 
greenspace  running  from  the  North  Shore  to  the  South  Shore,  a 
distance  of  over  200  miles,  runs  through  Acton.  The  Director 
has  acted  as  Town  liaison  to  the  committee,  and  participated  lay- 
ing out  the  trail  section  in  Acton.  A  trek  along  the  entire  trail  was 
held  in  the  Fall,  with  over  20  participants  in  the  Acton  section. 
Continued  development  of  the  trail  will  add  regional  interest  to 
Acton's  trail  system. 
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In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  various  civic  organi- 
tions,  neighborhood  groups,  athletic  leagues,  volunteers,  and 
»wn  departments  who  have  assisted  this  Department,  and  the 
)wn,  in  the  past  year.  As  always,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should 
given  to  the  hard  work  and  dedication  shown  by  the  Munici- 
il  Properties  staff. 


The  Natural  Resources  Department  was  created  in  1995 
""lo  help  balance  the  expanding  work  loads  of  several  offices. 


Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 

Malcolm  MacGregor,  Grounds  Crew  Leader 

Dayle  MacGillivary,  Building  Maintenance  Crew  Leader 

David  Walsh,  Groundskeeper 

Arnold  Johnson,  Building  Maintenance 

James  Howells,  Building  Maintenance 

David  Bouchard,  Building  Maintenance 

Michael  Finn,  Seasonal  Groundskeeper 

Dean  A.  Charter 

Municipal  Properties  Director 


slATURAL  RESOURCES 


Conservation  and  Cemeteries,  formerly  part  of  Municipal 
Properties,  now  comprise  the  new  Natural  Resources  Depart- 
nent,  under  the  direction  of  Tom  Tidman.  Buildings  and  Grounds 
emain  the  primary  function  of  Municipal  Properties. 


In  its  task  reviewing  Wetlands  Protection  Act  filings  the 
onservation  Commission  experienced  its  busiest  year  ever, 
2f:ertainly  a  reflection  of  Acton's  current  residential  growth.  Ma- 
or  construction  projects  within  100  feet  of  wetlands  require  the 
fjfiling  of  a  Notice  of  Intent,  while  minor  renovations  often  ne- 
cessitate the  filing  of  a  Request  for  Determination.  This  past 
calendar  year  the  Commission  reviewed  33  Notices  of  Intent 
and  3 1  Requests  for  Determination. 

Conservation  was  again  blessed  with  a  number  of  excel- 
lent Eagle  Scout  projects  in  1995.  Scouts  Chris  Millerick,  Alex 
Johnson,  and  Ed  Spaulding  upgraded  trail  identification  and  lo- 
cations by  installing  new  kiosks  at  the  entrance  to  major  trails. 
This  work  will  continue  next  year  as  well.  Numerous  other  scout 
troops,  as  well  as  school  groups,  spent  time  working  with  Con- 
servation staff  improving  trails,  installing  bird  boxes,  planting 
bulbs  and  cleaning  up  the  endless  supply  of  garbage  deposited 
around  our  parking  lots. 

The  Acton  Arboretum  continues  to  flourish  and  evolve  into 
a  wonderful  gathering  place  in  the  Town  Center.  A  great  deal  of 
thanks  goes  out  to  the  Friends  of  the  Acton  Arboretum  for  their 
many,  many  hours  of  weeding,  watering,  and  the  general  loving 
care  they  provide.  We  have  continued  to  develop  the  Wharton 
Trail  that  will  be  handicapped  accessible,  and  provide  a  walk 
through  a  diverse  collection  of  New  England  wildflowers.  If  all 


goes  well,  we  expect  to  have  the  trail  completed  by  the  fall  of 
1996.  Other  highlights  of  the  past  year  include:  completing  the 
apple  orchard  grid,  installation  of  a  new  kio.sk  at  the  Arboretum's 
Wood  Lane  entrance,  constructing  two  new  boardwalks,  and  the 
initiated  design  for  a  rhododendron  collection.  The  Arboretum 
was  the  site  of  an  environmental  sculpture  exhibit  during  the  fall 
months.  Many  people  who  had  not  previously  visited  the  Arbo- 
retum came  to  observe  the  15  interesting  pieces  of  art.  Thank 
you  to  the  Acton-Boxborough  Cultural  Council  for  organizing 
the  exhibition. 

Land  management  projects  involving  the  Department  this 
past  year  included  obtaining  the  environmental  permits  to  dredge 
Ice  House  Pond,  as  well  as  overseeing  the  actual  dredging,  a 
very  successful  reclamation  project.  The  Department  spent  a  sig- 
nificant amount  of  time  developing  a  cost  estimate  for  the  pro- 
posed North  Acton  Recreation  Area.  The  Conservation  Com- 
mission continues  to  work  behind  the  scenes  helping  to  acquire 
the  Camp  Acton  property  approved  at  the  special  fall  Town  meet- 
ing. In  addition,  much  time  has  gone  into  updating  the  Open 
Space  and  Recreation  Plan  for  the  Town. 

The  Natural  Resources  Department  would  like  to  thank 
all  the  many  volunteers  who  contributed  so  much  to  making 
Acton's  natural  environment  and  specifically,  its  conservation 
lands,  a  nicer  place.  A  special  thanks  to  the  Highway  Depart- 
ment and  to  the  Municipal  Properties  Department  for  being  of 
such  great  assistance  at  the  Arboretum. 


William  M.  Hill,  Chair 
Peter  Shanahan 
Linda  McElroy 
Thistle  Cone 


Morene  Bodner,  Vice  Chair 
Ann  Shubert 
Barbara  Smith 
Siegfried  Mayr,  Associate 


Barbara  Epstein,  Associate  Thomas  Tidman,  Administrator 
Andrea  MacKenzie,  Secretary 
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COMMUNITY  SAFETY 


ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 
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During  1995,  24  animal  related  bites  were  reported  to  the 
Animal  Inspector.  Eleven  of  the  bites  were  caused  by  dogs,  all 
of  which  were  quarantined  for  the  appropriate  amount  of  time; 
all  were  released  after  it  was  known  they  were  free  of  conta- 
gious disease.  Thirteen  cat  bites  were  reported.  The  cats  were 
also  quarantined  and  released  when  they  were  known  to  be  free 
of  contagious  disease. 

Wild  cats  are  becoming  a  widespread  problem  throughout 
the  town.  Eight  wild  cats  were  trapped  by  Town  residents  and 
destroyed.  Two  skunks  and  two  raccoons  were  also  destroyed 
during  the  year. 

Ten  bams  in  Acton  were  inspected  and  all  seemed  to  be  in 
order.  From  the  1995  animal  bam  book,  bam  animals  total  60 
horses,  12  ponies,  and  2  sheep. 

Patrick  H.  Palmer 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  Board  of  Health  was  inundated  with  many  significant 
public  health  and  environmental  issues  during  1995.  Many  of 
these  issues  revolved  around  the  changes  in  Title  5,  the  State's 
regulation  for  on-site  septic  systems.  However,  hazardous  waste 
cleanups,  tobacco  sales  compliance,  and  neighborhood  sewers 
were  significant  areas  that  the  Board  of  Health  addressed. 

In  March  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmen- 
tal Protection  promulgated  a  revised  Title  5,  the  state's  code  for 
the  constmction  and  inspection  of  septic  systems.  The  inspec- 
tion requirements  of  this  revised  regulation  had  a  significant 
impact  on  all  homes  and  businesses  located  in  the  Town.  As  now 
required  every  property  with  an  on-site  septic  system  must  have 
that  system  inspected  prior  to  the  property  being  sold  to  another 
owner.  More  than  250  inspections  of  septic  systems  were  con- 
ducted in  1995  and  as  a  direct  result  of  those  inspections  the 
number  of  systems  replaced  doubled. 

In  conjunction  with  the  changes  in  Title  5,  the  Town  re- 
examined the  need  for  sewers.  A  Sewer  Action  Committee  was 
formed  with  representation  from  all  of  the  Town's  major  Boards 
and  Committees.  In  tum,  this  coordinating  committee  formed 
task  groups  to  review  technical  issues,  site  identification  and 
selection,  financial  impacts,  and  communication  needs.  During 
the  summer,  a  consultant  was  hired  to  develop  a  report  which 
would  analyze  the  cost  of  town-wide  sewers  and  identify  some 
of  the  concerns  raised  by  that  proposal.  In  addition,  the  Town 
finalized  negotiations  with  the  Mill  Comer  Condominium  com- 


plex, in  regards  to  building  a  wastewater  treatment  plant  on  th; 
property  for  South  Acton  Center.  In  December  a  consultant  wa 
chosen  to  design  that  wastewater  treatment  plant. 

The  remediation  work  at  the  W.R.  Grace  Superfund  is  pro 
ceeding  as  planned.  It  is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  1996  thi 
cleanup  of  the  hazardous  waste  sites  on  that  property  will  bi 
complete.  It  should  be  noted  that  even  after  the  closure  of  thes 
sites,  the  existing  Aquifer  Restoration  will  continue  on  into  th«  iptit 
next  decade.  After  closure,  the  Town  and  W.R.  Grace  intend  t( 
discuss  the  future  use  of  their  property  on  Independence  Road! 


In  relation  to  the  Tobacco  Sales  Bylaw,  the  Health  Depart  Se| 
ment  conducted  a  compliance  check  for  all  stores  that  sell  to( 
bacco  products.  This  check  was  done  to  see  how  many  store; 
would  sell  tobacco  to  an  underage  buyer.  Out  of  33  stores  thti  je 
Health  Department  found  that  16  sold  tobacco  to  an  underage 
teen.  Due  to  such  a  high  rate  of  non-compliance  the  Health  De 
partment  intends  to  conduct  compliance  checks  quarterly.  Spe 
cial  thanks  is  also  given  to  the  teens  in  the  High  School's  Peei 
Leadership  group  which  helped  conduct  the  compliance  checks 


For  the  first  time  two  Hazardous  Waste  Days  were  con- 
ducted in  May  and  in  September.  Over  350  residents  partici 
pated  in  these  two  days,  setting  records  for  both  attendance  and 
waste  collected.  Every  resident  that  arrived  during  the  collec 
tion  time  was  able  to  rid  themselves  of  their  household  hazard 
ous  waste  and  the  wait  for  service  was  minimal  or  nonexistent. 
Already  the  Board  of  Health  has  scheduled  for  additional  col-L 
lection  days  in  May  and  September  of  1996. 


A  local  area  network  computer  system  was  established  in 
the  Town  Hall,  which  the  Health  Department  is  pleased  to  hel 
part  of.  All  staff  have  been  fully  trained  and  immediate  benefits 
have  been  achieved  through  the  utilization  of  the  new  program- 
ming. Within  the  next  couple  of  years  the  goal  is  to  place  all 
Board  of  Health  records  into  a  data  base  system  which  could  be 
accessed  by  the  public  as  well  as  by  staff. 


It! 


The  number  and  types  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Health  continues  to  grow.  The  entire  permitting 
statistics  were  as  follows: 

General  Permits  Number 

Burial  Permits  76 

Car  Wash  Event  Permits  14 

Tanning  Salon  Permits  2 

Funeral  Director  Licenses  2 

Massage  Establishment  Permits  8 

Massage  Practitioner  Licenses  12 

Motel  Permits  1 

Public  &  Semi-Public  Pools          Full  Size  19 

Wading  5 

Rabies  Vaccinations  -  Cats  250 


54 


vironniental 

Above-ground  Storage  Tank  Installations 
Aquifer  Special  Permits 
Asbestos  Removal  Notifications 
Commercial  Hauler's  Licenses 
Deleading  Notifications 
Hazardous  Materials  Storage 
Private  Well  Permits 


is 


Underground  Storage  Tank  Removals 


ptic  Systems 

Septage  Disposal  Permits 
Septage  Hauler's  Licenses 
Septic  System  Inspections 
Septic  System  Construction 

Replacements 

New  Homes 
Septic  System  Installer's  Licenses 
Sewage  Treatment  Plant  Permits 


Number 

Hazardous  Materials  Permits 

13,170 

Commercial  Hauler  Licenses 

375 

2 

Septage  Administration  Fees 

25,280 

89 

Upper  Blackstone  Disposal  Fees 

24,682 

5 

Total 

$142,222 

12 

15 

Reportable  Disease  Statistics  were  as  follows: 

92 

13 

Cat  Bites 

3 

34 

Dog  Bites 

8 

Hepatitis 

2 

Salmonella 

2 

1816 

Campylobacter  Jejuni 

5 

17 

Gonorrhea 

1 

259 

Giardia 

1 

Pertussis 

3 

182 

Shigella 

1 

148 

Total  Reports  Filed 

26 

P^pod  Service 

Food  Service  Permits 
Temporary  Food  Service  Permits 
Frozen  Desserts 
Milk  &  Cream  Pemiits 


46 
8 


120 
15 
7 
48 


Statistics  for  1994  indicate  that  on  proposed  building  lots 
e  Health  Department  witnessed  284  deep  test  holes  and  94 
rcolation  tests.  These  tests  led  to  the  approval  of  148  new  resi- 
;ntial  or  commercial  septic  system  permits.  In  addition,  the 
ealth  Department  witnessed  164  deep  test  holes  and  87  perco- 
tion  tests  for  existing  homes  replacing  their  septic  systems. 

Housing,  Food  Service,  and  other  complaint  activities  were 
follows: 


lousing  Complaints 

Jnits  Inspected  for  Acton  Housing  Authority 
bod  Complaints 
eptic  Complaints 
-liscellaneous  Complaints 


26 
2 
4 
9 
4 


Over  350  comprehensive  and  follow-up  inspections  were 
onducted  at  120  food  establishments  within  the  Town.  More 
han  150  Hazardous  Materials  Storage  Inspections  were  also 
onducted. 

Fees  collected  for  permits  and  licenses  were  as  follows: 


iewerage  Permits  and  Licenses 
-ood  Service  Permits 
vliscellaneous  Permits 
>Veights  &  Measures  Licenses 
Reproduction  Fees 
^rivale  Well  Permits 


$53,202 
16,469 
5,140 
3,215 
239 
650 


The  Board  of  Health  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following 
members  of  other  departments  who  helped  in  the  past  year:  Dick 
Howe,  Tom  Tidman,  Garry  Rhodes,  Bob  Craig,  Todd  Fenniman, 
Roland  BartI,  Dean  Charter,  David  Abbt,  and  Cathy  Belbin.  The 
Board  welcomes  new  member  Lisa  Wolf  and  associates  Mark 
Benedict  and  Rita  Dolan  as  well  as  new  department  personnel 
Brad  Pierantozzi. 

William  Mclnnis,  Chair 
Peter  Vaillancourt 
Mark  Conoby 
Cindy  Patton 
Lisa  Wolf 

Mark  Benedict,  Associate 
Rita  Dolan,  Associate 
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DOG  OFFICER  

Calls  received 

Dogs  impounded 

—  Licensed 

—  Not  licensed 

Dogs  sent  to  Lowell  Humane  Society 
Dog  bites  reported 
Cat  bites  reported 

Les  Boardman 
Dog  Officer 

ACTON  EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT  AGENCY 


523 

33 
5 
28 

4 

5 

1 


The  Agency  was  saddened  by  the  deaths  of  its  Director 
Norman  Lake  and  its  Deputy  Director  John  S.  Hawkes.  Both 
Norman  and  John  served  as  dedicated  volunteers  to  the  town  for 
over  15  years  each. 

Norman  and  John  never  asked  for  nor  received  any  com- 
pensation for  their  undaunted  efforts  in  building  an  effective 
emergency  response  organization  which  serves  the  citizens  of 
Acton.  Their  loss  will  continue  to  be  felt  by  the  entire  town. 

W.  Thomas  Muise  was  appointed  as  Acting  Director  in 
July.  1995  was  a  relatively  quiet  year  in  Acton  as  there  were  no 
major  disasters,  storms,  or  other  emergencies. 

The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  (AEMA),  a 
volunteer  organization,  consists  of  the  following  functional  com- 
ponents: Operations,  Planning,  Communications,  Shelter  Man- 
agement, Auxiliary  Fire,  Rehabilitation  Team,  and  Explorer  Post 
7.  The  Agency's  role  is  to  develop  and  maintain  plans,  and  coor- 
dinate resources  from  Local,  State,  Federal,  and  Non-Profit  Vol- 
unteer Agencies,  and  to  help  mitigate  natural,  man-made,  and 
technological  emergencies.  The  Agency,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Acton  School  Department,  is  responsible  for  the  Emergency 
Shelter  program  for  the  citizens  of  Acton. 

The  Agency  participated  in  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
annual  Fire  Prevention  week  open  house  at  Station  3  in  West 
Acton.  This  allowed  our  members  to  present  pictures  of  our  work 
at  various  activities  and  incidents,  and  to  provide  literature  on 
emergency  preparedness  to  the  citizens  of  Acton. 

The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  maintains  two 
literature  racks  that  display  both  FEMA/MEMA  emergency  pre- 


paredness publications;  these  racks  are  located  in  the  Town  HajfCl 
and  the  Acton  Memorial  Library.  Citizens  are  encouraged  to  takt 
the  free  brochures.  We  would  like  to  thank  the  Library  and  Mu 
nicipal  Properties  Department  for  their  continued  support  on  thi 
project. 


The  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  is  looking  fo 
new  members  in  all  areas  of  the  organization.  We  need  addi 
tional  members  in  the  Auxiliary  Fire,  Explorer  Post  7,  and  per 
sonnel  for  Emergency  Management  Operations.  We  can  tailof 
the  work  of  each  person  based  on  their  individual  skills  and  sched 
ules.  Use  your  skills  to  help  your  community;  for  more  informal 
tion  call  264-9655. 


I  would  like  to  thank  the  more  than  40  dedicated  voluni 
teers  of  the  Agency  who  give  their  time  and  effort  to  support  th( 
Town  of  Acton  during  public  events  and  emergencies. 


We  are  grateful  to  the  Acton  Fire,  Highway,  Building 
Health,  Municipal  Properties,  Engineering,  and  School  Depart 
ments,  along  with  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  and  the  Councif 
on  Aging  for  their  continued  cooperation  and  assistance. 


Norman  D.  Lake  -  Director* 

W.  Thomas  Muise  -  Acting  Director/EMT 

John  S.  Hawkes  -  Deputy  Director* 

Lawrence  M.  Hill  -  Deputy  Director 

Robert  W.  Ingram  -  Warning  Officer 

Charles  J.  Landry  -  Shelter  Manager 

Connie  Sue  Ingram  -  Assistant  Shelter  Manager 

Russell  Corkum  Jr.  -  Communications  Officer 

Kenneth  Morehouse  -  Captain  Auxiliary  Fire** 

Brian  D.  Saltsgaver  -  Captain/EMT  Auxiliary  Fire 

Susanne  Simon  -  Rehab.  Team  Coordinator/EMT 

Carole  L.  Landry  -  Secretary 
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Dick  Brewer 
John  Chalmers 
John  Corrigan 
Gordon  Durk 
Walter  N.  Hardy 
Kendall  Hicks 
Ann  Jones 
Charles  J.  Landry  Jr. 
Bill  Ohm 
Edward  Reilly 
Marc  L.  Smith 
Randy  Watson 
Richard  E.  Wright 


Seth  Campbell 
Cynthia  Coolidge 
Ellis  Clark 
Debbie  Day 
Denise  Hicks 
Marge  Hicks 
Maureen  Jones 
Michael  McCarthy** 
Anne  Marie  Rielly 
Frank  Robey** 
Lillian  Wambolt 
Doug  Wood 


in( 


*Deceased 
**Resigned 
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«CTON  AUXILIARY 
RE  DEPARTMENT 


m 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  is  made  up  of  indi- 
luals  who  have  an  interest  in  the  fire  service  as  a  career  or  as 
hobby.  As  a  branch  of  the  Acton  Emergency  Management 
ajfeency,  reporting  to  the  Director,  the  Auxiliary  Fire  Department 
d  its  members  are  trained  and  equipped  to  support  other  Town 
;encies,  such  as  the  Acton  Fire  Department,  the  Acton  High- 
ay  Department,  as  well  as  other  organizations  in  the  town  of 
cton,  both  in  emergency  situations  or  in  their  every  day  activ- 


Department  membership  is  open  to  all  individuals  over 
e  age  of  eighteen  who  live  or  work  within  ten  miles  of  the 
mergency  Management  building  and  have  an  interest  in  the 
re  service. 


The  department  is  on  automatic  response  to  all  fire  de- 
artment  box  alarms,  providing  lighting,  changing  of  breathing 
Dparatus,  and  salvage  and  overhaul  operations  under  the  direc- 
on  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department.  The  department  responds  to 
alls  for  water  problems  throughout  the  town  of  Acton. 

The  department  operates  two  primary  vehicles,  a  1980  light 
jscue  and  a  1977  Dodge  four-wheel  drive  pick-up  truck.  The 
jscue  is  equipped  with  an  on-board  generator,  lighting  equip- 
lent,  submersible  pumps  and  hoses  for  a  variety  of  lighting  and 
umping  operations.  The  rescue  may  also  be  equipped  with  two 
ortable  Honda  generators. 

The  1977  Dodge  pick-up  carries  approximately  300  gal- 
3ns  of  water,  a  pump,  and  numerous  tools  and  hoses.  This  ve- 
icle  is  mainly  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Acton  Fire  De- 
tartment  at  large  brush  fires  when  off-road  operations  are  nec- 
ssary. 

1995  was  another  average  year  for  the  department,  respond- 
ng  to  approximately  73  calls:  26  box  alarms,  18  miscellaneous 
pecial  services,  7  mutual  aid  responses,  5  light  and  power  calls, 
ind  1  brush  fire.  All  totaled,  the  department  members  put  in  more 
han  540  volunteer  hours. 

The  department  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton  Fire  De- 
:)artment  for  their  continued  cooperation  and  support.  We  would 
also  like  to  thank  the  Acton  Highway  Department  for  keeping 
3ur  vehicles  and  equipment  in  running  condition. 

The  department  would  also  like  to  remember  our  late  Di- 
rector, Norman  Lake  and  our  late  Deupty  Director,  John  Hawkes. 


Their  leadership  and  guidance  made  a  lasting  impression  on  th 
department  for  which  they  will  never  be  forgotten. 

Officers 

Norman  D.  Lake  -  Director* 
W.  Thomas  Muisc  -  Acting  Director 
Ken  Morehouse  -  Captain/EMT** 
Brian  Saltsgaver  -  Captain/EMT 

Firefighters 

John  Chirichello 
Robert  Foley** 
Matt  Gamage 
Robert  Holt 
Jeremy  Medicus 
Susanne  Simon 
Edward  Reilly 

*Deceased 
**Resigned 


Acton  Fire  Department 
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EXPLORER  POST  7 
SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  TEAM 


Explorer  Post  Visa  division  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
sponsored  by  the  Acton  Lions  Club,  in  conjunction  with  the  Acton 
Emergency  Management  Agency.  From  7:30  PM  on  Wednes- 
day evenings,  Post  members  meet  at  the  Civil  Defense  building 
at  3  School  Street.  New  people,  both  male  and  female,  between 
the  ages  of  14  to  22  are  always  welcome. 

1995  brought  many  challenging  but  fun  activities.  Some 
of  the  events  included  Acton  Town  Fair,  the  Bolton  Fair,  Maynard 
Christmas  Parade,  Lions  Ski  and  Skate  Sale,  Conant  School  PTO 
Craft  Fair,  and  many  Scout  Camporees,  for  which  we  do  first 
aid  and  search  for  missing  people.  Here  training  is  important  to 
our  Search  and  Rescue  Team.  We  were  successful  in  complet- 
ing CPR,  First  Aid,  and  Repelling  Rescue.  A  special  thanks  to 
Anita  Amum  and  Jim  Ray  for  all  their  training  and  instruction, 
as  well  as  Suzanne  Simon,  Tom  Muise,  and  Brian  Saltsgiver  for 
our  First  Aid  and  CPR  instruction. 

Though  this  year  has  been  full  of  laughs,  it  has  also  brought 
much  sadness,  with  the  passing  of  not  one  but  two  of  Post  7's 
best  friends.  The  first  to  leave  us  was  Norman  D.  Lake,  Director 
of  the  Acton  Emergency  Management  Agency  who  had  served 
as  our  male  advisor  since  June  27,  1986,  and  was  a  committee 
member  before  that.  He  kept  our  hopes  up  when  times  got  rough 
and  urged  us  to  keep  on  going.  Our  other  friend  was  John 
Hawkes.  John,  besides  being  Deputy  Director  of  the  Acton 
Emergency  Management  Agency,  served  our  Post  as  a  commit- 
tee member  since  1979.  He  was  a  pleasant  man,  who  always 
had  a  quick  remark.  Mr.  Hawkes  always  told  us  "There  is  a 
light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel."  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Hawkes  taught 
the  Post  the  meaning  of  caring,  giving,  and  most  of  all,  friend- 
ship. Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Hawkes  will  always  be  remembered  and 
loved;  we  all  miss  them. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Lake,  Mr. 
Hawkes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingram,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landry  and 
Mr.  Tom  Muise  for  standing  by  us  and  getting  us  through  the 
rough  spots  this  year.  We  never  would  have  made  it  without 
■hem. 


Members 

Kera  Noyes  -  President 

Stephanie  Green  -  Vice  President 

Shannon  Rouvel  -  Secretary 

Katie  Campbell 

Lori  Ann  Coolidge 

Todd  Currie 

Robert  Gabriel 

Don  Geanisis 

Scott  Landry 

Mike  Maka 

Brian  Perwak 

Edward  Warren 


Advisors 

Connie  Ingram 
W.  Thomas  Muise 

Active  Alumni 

Ed  and  Ann  Reilly 

Randy  Watson 

Dean  and  Meg  Lambert 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Repo 
of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  for  1995.  As  in  the  past  few  yean 
we  were  fortunate  to  experience  only  a  few  extensive  fires  di4 
ing  the  course  of  the  year.  However,  there  were  no  serious  inj 
ries  or  fatalities  to  citizens  or  firefighters  from  any  fires  t**' 
occurred. 
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I  would  like  to  mention  early  in  this  report  that  the  depaM 
ment  was  saddened  by  the  loss  of  Norman  Lake,  Emergence 
Management  Director,  and  John  Hawkes,  Deputy  Emergemi 
Management  Director.  Both  of  these  individuals  were  of  gre: 
assistance  to  this  department  over  the  years  in  many  differe- 
areas  of  service. 

lift 

Organizationally,  we  continued  our  pro-active  trend  wii 
an  increased  emphasis  on  training  and  the  acquisition  of  in 
proved  equipment  to  be  used  to  better  serve  the  citizens  of  tb  * 
Town.  Following  is  a  brief  overview  of  some  specific  higl 
lights  and  changes  that  occurred 


ce 


Personnel  -  The  first  item  of  note  is  the  retirement  <i 
Firefighter  David  W.  Calkins,  Jr.  after  providing  nearly  27  yeas 
of  dedicated  service  to  the  Town  of  Acton  and  this  departmerr 
During  his  long  career.  Firefighter  Calkins  served  in  many  c; 
pacities.  He  was  the  first  trained  fire  investigator  and  photogn 
pher  for  the  department;  he  contributed  much  to  the  departmei 
in  many  other  areas  as  well. 

Fortunately,  we  were  able  to  hire  FF/EMT  Tom  Grahan 
to  replace  Firefighter  Calkins.  FF/EMT  Graham  came  high! 
recommended,  well-trained  and  experienced  from  career  servic 
on  other  fire  departments,  most  recently  on  the  Concord,  NF 
Fire  Department. 


A  promotion  process  was  conducted  due  to  the  retiremer 
of  Captain  Frost  last  year;  it  was  my  pleasure  to  recommend  th 
appointment  of  Paul  Simeone  to  the  rank  of  Captain.  Concu 
rently,  a  promotional  process  was  also  conducted  for  the  rank  c 
Lieutenant  and  it  was  my  pleasure  to  recommend  the  appoin 
ment  of  David  Soar  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  Both  of  thes 
individuals  have  extensive  backgrounds  and  training  with  th 
Acton  Fire  Department. 

We  were  also  fortunate  to  hire  FF/EMT  Erick  Currin  t 
fill  the  vacant  firefighter's  position  resulting  from  the  promo 
tions  listed  above.  FF/EMT  Currin  also  came  to  this  departmer 
well  trained  and  experienced,  serving  most  recently  as  a  caree 
firefighter  on  the  Stow  Fire  Department. 

Finally,  it  is  with  sadness  that  I  note  the  passing  of  Cal 
Firefighter  Leo  Cunningham. 

Apparatus  and  Equipment  -  Our  apparatus  and  equip 
ment  remained  in  good  condition  due  to  the  efforts  of  Captaii 
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maid  Copeland,  Maintenance  Officer.  The  only  apparatus  or 
[licle  change  was  the  replacement  of  a  cruiser  that  is  used  by 
Ri  :  Deputy  Fire  Chief.  Also,  through  the  generosity  of  the  Acton 
ons  Club  a  new  rescue  boat,  motor,  and  trailer  have  been  do- 
ted to  the  department.  This  unit  replaced  a  25-year  old  boat, 
Jtor,  and  trailer  previously  given  to  the  Town  by  the  Acton 
ons  Club. 

PASS  devices  (Personal  Alert  Safety  Devices)  were  pur- 
ased  and  issued  to  all  of  our  career  firefighters.  These  devices 
nd  out  an  audible  alarm  if  a  firefighter  is  rendered  trapped  or 
responsive  in  a  structure  fire  for  any  reason.  We  were  able  to 
mplete  the  change-over  of  our  Self-Contained  Breathing  Ap- 
iratus  to  lighter,  safer,  high  pressure  units.  Our  communica- 
)ns  system  has  been  improved  somewhat  by  the  relocation  of 
}r  base  antenna  and  the  donation  of  an  upgraded  base  radio. 


Equipment  was  acquired  and  training  was  conducted  as 
e  Town  went  on-line  with  the  Enhanced  911  Telephone  Sys- 
m.  Initial  E-91 1  telephone  calls  are  received  at  the  Acton  Po- 
e  Department  with  fire,  rescue,  and  emergency  medical  re- 
jests  being  transferred  to  this  department. 


We  were  fortunate  to  have  a  multi-gas  meter  donated  by 
le  Haartz  Corporation.  This  meter  is  used  primarily  on  carbon 
lonoxide  investigations,  and  there  were  26  emergency  responses 
J  )r  carbon  monoxide  detectors  sounding.  By  using  this  meter, 
tual  problems  with  carbon  monoxide  were  indicated  in  six  of 
lese  cases. 


Tie  " 


Our  fire  stations  were  equipped  with  automatic  exhaust 
ans  to  remove  diesel  fumes  from  the  apparatus  rooms.  There 
--ere  also  several  fire  station  painting  projects  and  improvements 
I  ompleted  by  on-duty  personnel. 


Emergency  Medical  Services  -  This  department  contin- 
led  to  operate  an  exceptional  emergency  medical  service  for  the 
^own.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Firefighter  Robert 
Vetherbee,  our  EMS  Coordinator,  assisted  primarily  by  FF/EMTs 
^nita  Amum  and  James  Ray.  Approximately  three-quarters  of 
)ur  personnel  are  certified  Emergency  Medical  Technicians  with 
he  remainder  of  the  personnel  trained  to  a  First  Responder  level. 


Environmental  Activities  -  There  were  a  total  of  52  envi- 
onmental  assessments  done  and  44  underground  storage  tanks 
emoved.  Only  one  of  the  tanks  was  found  to  have  leaked  and 
his  situation  was  subsequently  addressed.  All  environmental 

|issessments  and  underground  storage  tank  records  are  handled 

, py  FF/EMT  William  Klauer. 

Fire  Alarm  -  The  municipal  fire  alarm  system  continued 
o  be  expanded  by  the  addition  of  seven  master  fire  alarm  boxes 
on  commercial  structures  and  four  street  fire  alarm  boxes  in  resi- 
dential areas.  In  conjunction  with  the  School  Department,  eight 
emergency  medical  call  boxes  were  installed  at  school  athletic 
fields,  and  one  emergency  medical  call  box  was  installed  on  a 


Town  athletic  field.  The  municipal  fire  alarm  system  is  super- 
vised and  maintained  by  Lt.  George  Williams,  Fire  Alarm  Su- 
perintendent. 

Fire  Prevention/Public  Education  -  In  the  area  of  code 
enforcement  relative  to  fire  prevention,  these  activities  are  ei- 
ther conducted  or  supervised  by  Deputy  Chief  William  Primiano. 
A  more  formal  and  extensive  plan  review  process  was  initiated 
in  conjunction  with  the  Building  Department.  This  process  has 
upgraded  the  quality  of  the  plan  review  process  and  follow-up 
on  various  construction  projects  within  the  Town. 

Our  public  education  efforts  were  successful  as  coordi- 
nated by  FF  William  Klauer,  assisted  by  a  Public  Education 
Committee  consisting  of  FF/EMTs  Anita  Amum,  James  Ray, 
Scott  Morse,  Mark  Richardson,  John  White,  FF  Peter  Robinson 
and  Lt.  Robert  Vanderhoof  Activities  consisted  of  school  pro- 
grams, presentations,  .scout  programs,  preparation  of  weekly  fire 
logs,  attendance  at  a  public  education  symposium  and  the  prepa- 
ration for  and  subsequent  awarding  of  a  $2,500  grant  for  the 
development  of  a  fire  safety  program. 

A  highlight  was  the  successful  Open  House  conducted  in 
October,  which  was  extremely  well  attended.  This  event  was 
planned  and  conducted  through  the  volunteer  efforts  of  our  per- 
sonnel. 

Hazardous  Materials  -  There  were  fortunately  no  sig- 
nificant hazardous  materials  incidents  to  report.  FF/EMT  Kevin 
Lyons,  Hazardous  Materials  Technician,  continued  to  train  and 
operate  as  a  member  of  the  regional  mutual  aid  hazardous  mate- 
rial response  team.  Lt.  David  Soar  and  FF/EMT  Anita  Amum 
completed  the  1 60-hour  Hazardous  Materials  Technician  course 
at  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy;  they  are  now  certi- 
fied as  Hazardous  Materials  Technicians  and  are  being  assigned 
as  members  of  this  regional  response  team. 

Training  -  Our  training  efforts  were  upgraded  significantly 
once  again  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  David  Soar,  Training  Of- 
ficer. There  were  a  total  of  approximately  3,000  hours  of  fire 
and  EMS  training  conducted.  This  was  accomplished  through 
the  combination  of  in-service  programs  as  well  as  outside  in- 
stmctors  from  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy. 

In  addition,  specific  training  was  acquired  by  individuals 
such  as  Lt.  Carl  Robinson:  40  hours  of  Ice  Rescue  Training;  Lt. 
Vanderhoof  90  hours  First  Line  Supervisor's  training;  Deputy 
Fire  Chief  Primiano:  approximately  30  hours  training  in  fire 
investigation;  and  all  officers  received  12  hours  of  refresher  train- 
ing in  Incident  Command.  These  courses,  as  noted,  were  all 
conducted  as  part  of  our  fire  suppression  training. 

In  the  area  of  Emergency  Medical  Services,  training  was 
conducted  both  in-house  and  with  outside  sources  for  EMT  Re- 
certification,  CPR  Recertification,  Defibrillator  and  EPI-PEN 
reauthorization. 
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Underwater  Recovery  Team  -  Our  underwater  recovery 
team,  headed  by  Lt.  Carl  Robinson,  Dive  Master,  was  involved 
in  a  couple  of  incidents,  the  more  serious  incident  being  a  two- 
day  effort  in  December  assisting  the  Concord  Fire  Department 
in  searching  for  a  possible  drowning  victim.  As  mentioned  ear- 
lier, the  donation  of  a  new  rescue  boat  by  the  Acton  Lions  Club 
will  greatly  enhance  the  safety  and  performance  of  the  person- 
nel who  volunteer  to  serve  on  this  specialized  team.  We  con- 
tinue to  have  approximately  six  active  individuals  available  for 
this  type  of  service. 

Conclusion  -  As  this  report  shows,  1995  was  a  relatively 
fire  safe  year  for  which  we  are  thankful.  It  was  a  pro-active  year 
for  this  department.  Organizationally,  I  anticipate  that  1996  will 
be  equally  progressive  as  we  continue  to  pursue  additional  train- 
ing, upgraded  equipment,  and  a  greater  emphasis  on  long-range 
planning.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  personnel  of  the  Acton 
Fire  Department  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation  in  making 
this  possible. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  other  Town  departments  and 
agencies  for  their  assistance.  I  would  especially  like  to  thank 
the  Emergency  Management  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  for  con- 
tinuing to  provide  support  for  our  personnel  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 

Following  is  the  statistical  summary  of  activities  as  com- 
piled by  FF/EMT  William  Klauer. 

Robert  C.  Craig 
Fire  Chief 


ANNUAL  STATISTICS  -  1995 

Fires 

Chimney  fires  6 

Structure  fires  24 

Brush  fires  41 

Illegal  burning  11 

Motor  vehicle  fires  25 

Personal  property  fires  7 

Refuse  fires  5 

Fire,  miscellaneous  3 

Alarm  Investigations 

False  alarms  20 

Alarm  malfunctions  173 

Accidental  alarms  80 

Alarm,  other  than  fire  4 

Hazardous  Conditions 

Lightning  strikes  1 1 

Food  on  stove  34 

Leak,  no  ignition  11 

Excessive  heat  3 


Power  lines  down 
Power  outage 
Electrical  problem 
Spill,  hazardous  material 
Gas  leak 
Lock  in 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
Miscellaneous 

Investigations 

Carbon  Monoxide 
Bomb  scares 
Smoke  scare 
Odor 

Other  situations  found 

Medical  Emergencies 

Medicals,  in  town 
Medical,  out  of  town 

Special  Service 

Inspection 
Master  box  activity 
Special  service 
Lock  outs 
Water  problems 
Smoke  condition 
Mutual  aid  dispatched 

TOTAL  INCIDENT  RESPONSES 

Public  Education  Requests 

Industrial  programs 
Pre-School  programs 
Grades  1-6  programs 
Merit  badges 
Station  tours 

TOTAL  PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

Permits 

Blasting 

Fire  Alarm  Installation 
Flammables 
Underground  Storage 
Propane  Storage 
Fuel  Oil  Storage 
Underground  Tank  Removal 
Open  Burning 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL  PERMITS 
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OLICE  DEPARTMENT 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 


fficer  In  Charge  of  Patrols 

fficer  In  Charge  of  Special  Services 

fficer  In  Charge  of  Detective  Division 

epartment  Prosecutor 

elective 

elective.  Special  Services 
outh  Officer 

ifety/Crime  Prevention  Officer 
irearms  Training  Officer 

FATISTICS 


ccident  -  No  Injury 

ccident  with  Injuries 

larm  Received 

nimal  Complaint 

rrests 

json 

ssault 

reak  &  Entry 

ylaw  Violation 

hild  Abuse  Complaint 

vil  Complaint 

O.R.I  Record  Check. 
)isturbance 
)omestic  Disturbance 
)rug  Violation 
ire  Call 
orgery 

eneral  Service 
jun  Violation 
lealth  Hazard 
Cidnapping  Attempt 
.arceny 

arceny  of  Motor  Vehicle 
.ockout 

tialicious  Destruction 
Medical  Emergency 
hissing  Person 
klotor  Vehicle  Complaint 
Mutual-Aid  Call 
olice  Information 
Protective  Custody 
^ape 

iVarrant  Recalled 
/ehicle  Repossession 
lobbery/Armed  or  Unarmed 
Security  Check 
iexual  Assault 
sudden  Death 
iuicide  Attempt 
Suspicious  Activity 


Lt.  John  McNiff 
Lt.  Frank  Widmayer 
Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
Det.  Bernard  Harrison 
Det.  Chris  Browne 
Det.  Raymond  Grey 
Det.  Todd  Fenniman 
Pt.  Robert  Cowan 
Lt.  John  McNiff 


1994 

1995 

787 

740 

109 

129 

1,086 

1,046 

389 

325 

335 

313 

2 

2 

37 

37 

95 

49 

5 

1 

19 

11 

30 

26 

34 

14 

417 

428 

103 

95 

18 

24 

338 

305 

6 

1 

1,783 

1,942 

10 

18 

20 

24 

0 

0 

406 

392 

36 

29 

51 

61 

237 

194 

506 

463 

77 

65 

1,446 

1,272 

52 

33 

685 

529 

84 

41 

I 

1 

68 

50 

6 

6 

3 

1 

1,442 

1,100 

6 

14 

3 

5 

32 

5 

832 

678 

Annoying  Telephone  Calls  126 

Threatening  58 

Traffic  Citations  2,880 

Traffic  Hazard  633 

Trespassing  Complaint  28 

Total  15.321 


145 
61 

1,838 
576 
30 

13,119 


Officers  of  the  Acton  Police  Department  received  the  fol- 
lowing training  during  1995. 

As  in  previous  years,  sworn  officers  of  the  department  re- 
ceived annual  training  and  recertification  in  the  Use  of  Force, 
use  of  OC  spray  (pepper  spray),  and  PR-24  baton.  Officers  were 
recertified  in  the  use  of  firearms  and  shotgun  during  semi-an- 
nual firearms  training  and  qualifications.  All  officers  received 
recertification  in  Radar  Operation,  Infrared  Breath  Testing, 
LEAPS/NCIC  computer  operation,  CPR  and  First  Responder 
training.  Additionally,  all  officers  received  a  minimum  of  40 
hours  of  in-service  training  through  the  Law  Enforcement  Tele- 
vision Network  while  on  duty. 

Training  in  Massachusetts  General  Laws  is  ongoing  with 
bulletins  distributed  to  officers.  Changes  and  updates  have  in- 
cluded revisions  to  the  domestic  violence  laws,  alcoholic  bever- 
age and  operating  under  the  influence  laws,  civil  commitment, 
juvenile  justice,  and  family  laws. 

Specialized  training  provided  to  officers  has  included  the 
training  of  all  sworn  personnel  in  the  use  of  the  Enhanced  91 1 
telephone  system.  Other  specialized  training  has  included  sev- 
eral officers  attending  classes  on  domestic  violence  and  changes 
in  the  abuse  law  hosted  by  the  Attorney  General's  office.  Addi- 
tional training  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice 
Training  Council  has  included:  identi-kit  training,  defensive  tac- 
tics, field  sobriety  and  supervision.  One  officer  attended  basic 
DARE  officer  training  to  fill  an  existing  vacancy.  Officers  from 
the  detective  division  attended  courses  on  identification  and  col- 
lection of  physical  evidence  and  fingerprints,  as  well  as  several 
ongoing  seminars  dealing  with  local  crime  investigations.  Su- 
pervisory personnel  have  attended  Sexual  Harassment  training. 

Several  officers  have  certified  or  recertified  as  instructors 
through  the  Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice  Training  Council  in 
a  variety  of  subjects  ranging  from  CPR/First  Responder  to  De- 
fensive Tactics  and  Criminal  law. 

Currently  one  officer  is  in  the  process  of  completing  basic 
police  officer  recruit  training  and  should  be  assuming  active  duty 
shortly. 

Dispatch  personnel  have  all  received  Enhanced  9 1 1  tele- 
phone training.  Other  training  for  dispatchers  has  included  re- 
certification in  LEAPS/NCIC  computer  operations.  Advanced 
Medical  Priority  Dispatch,  First  Responder,  CPR  and  Suicide 
Prevention. 
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The  youth/juvenile  unit  of  the  police  department  investi- 
gates all  crimes  where  the  victim(s)  and/or  perpetrator(s)  are 
under  the  age  of  18.  In  addition  to  these  investigative  duties,  a 
detective  assigned  to  the  unit  taught  the  DARE  program  to  all 
Acton  elementary  schools  (grades  4-6)  and  health  education  in 
the  7th  and  8th  grades,  gave  instruction  to  children  and  commu- 
nity groups  concerning  stranger  danger  and  bicycle  safety,  Hal- 
loween safety  talks  to  elementary  schools  and  community  day- 
care centers,  met  weekly  with  Acton  School  administration  per- 
sonnel to  share  information,  conducted  tours  and  safety  talks  at 
the  police  station  for  boy/girl  scout  groups,  and  administered 
the  internship  programs  through  local  schools. 

The  unit  participated  as  advisor  to  the  High  School  SADD 
and  Peer  Leadership  groups,  conducted  the  annual  baby-sitting 
seminar,  assisted  with  Project  Graduation,  and  coordinated  and 
prepared  juvenile  cases  for  court  prosecution.  The  D.A.R.E. 
officer  participated  in  the  Superintendent's  Drug/Alcohol  Advi- 
sory Task  Force,  the  Superintendent's  Advisory  Council  on 
Health  Education,  the  Middlesex  Violence  Prevention  Task  Force, 
the  Acton  Human  Rights  Council,  and  the  United  Way-spon- 
sored Task  Force,  on  Domestic  Violence.  Awareness  campaigns 
relative  to  smoking  and  underage  alcohol  purchases  were  un- 
dertaken with  the  assistance  of  the  High  School  Peer  Leadership 
Program  and  the  Massachusetts  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control 
Commission  respectively. 

Officer  Christopher  Prehl  was  trained  in  the  DARE  cur- 
riculum in  August  and  assisted  Detective  Fenniman  with  teach- 
ing DARE  in  the  elementary  schools. 

George  W.  Robinson 
Chief  of  Police 


PRISON  ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 


The  Committee  meets  quarterly  with  Concord's  Advisoii|rj 
Committee,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Middlesex  Correction  ! 
Institution  (MCI  Concord),  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  NortllD* 
eastern  Correctional  Center  (NCC).  Suggestions  are  made  an  p| 
problems  are  discussed. 


This  year's  committee  members  welcomed  Williai 
Coulter,  the  new  superintendent  of  MCI,  a  medium  security  f; 
cility. 


Ml 


Superintendent  Stephen  Allard  stated  that  the  audit  dort 
by  American  Correctional  Association  (ACA)  of  Northeastei- 
Correctional  Center  (NCC)  showed  excellent  high  standards  i 
1995.  The  Center  currently  has  276  inmates.  Middlesex  Co 
rectional  Institution  (  a  medium  security  facility)  currently  he 
1,300  inmates.  We  were  impressed  with  the  number  of  ne 
programs  that  have  been  introduced  to  the  inmates  of  MCI. 


laii' 


Many  thanks  to  our  former  chair,  Jean  Schoch,  for  her  te 
years  of  dedication  to  the  committee. 


George  Pederson,  Chair 
Jean  Schoch 
Thomas  Ballantyne 


iR 


Oktoberfest  '94 
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LEGISLATIVE 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN 
■  EETING  HELD  APRIL  3,  1995  WITH 
01  DJOURNED  SESSIONS  HELD 
'  PRIL  4, 1995,  AND  APRIL  5,  1995  __ 

11^  jmber  of  Registered  Voters  attending  Town  Meeting: 
n  onday,  April  3,  1995  400 
lesday,  April  4,  1995  422 
ednesday,  April  5,  1995  262 

do 

I       On  April  3,  1995,  Moderator,  Donald  MacKenzie  called 
J,  e  meeting  to  order  at  7:43  p.m.  After  welcoming  the  attendees, 
r.  MacKenzie  introduced  Rev.  Kent  Morehead  of  the  St. 
I  atthews  United  Methodist  Church  who  gave  the  invocation. 

ne 

The  Moderator  then  introduced  Norman  Lake,  Chairman 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.  On  behalf  of  the  Selectmen,  Mr.  Lake 
en  introduced  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The 
[oderator  then  introduced  John  Rogers,  Chairman  of  the  Fi- 
ince  Committee,  who  then  introduced  each  Finance  Commit- 
e  Member. 

After  giving  a  brief  review  of  Town  Meeting  rules  and 
gulation.  the  Moderator  then  explained  that  he  would  read  the 
)nsent  calendar  and  any  articles  that  were  read  could  be  "Held" 
two  or  more  voters  called  for  them  to  be  held  for  discussion 
hen  we  got  to  that  article. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  take  up  the  15 
licles  as  listed  in  the  consent  calendar  as  listed  on  pages  14 
id  1 5  of  the  warrant. 

The  Moderator  called  the  individual  articles. 

RTICLE  MOTION 

"HELD"  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund:  Mrs. 
Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$39,873.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van  service, 
and  to  raise  such  amount  $39,873.00  be  transferred  from 
the  Council  on  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

"HELD"  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund:  Mr.  Mullin  moves 
that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $499,741.00  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing  services, 
and  to  raise  such  amount  $499,741.00  be  transferred 
from  the  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

"HELD"  Septage  Enterprise  Fund:  Mr.  Friedrichs 
moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $  1 62,000.00 


for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise  such 
amount  $162,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  Septage 
Disposal  Enterprise  Fund. 

24  Bridge/Culvert  Replacement:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  that 
the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $50,000.00  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Town  Manager  for  replacement  of  the 
bridge  over  Fort  Pond  Brook  on  Central  Street  near  the 
intersection  with  Elm  Street,  and  that  such  amount  be 
raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety. 

28  Chapter  90  Highway  Reimbursement:  Mrs.  Tavernier 
moves  that  the  Selectmen  are  authorized  to  accept  High- 
way funds  from  all  sources  and  such  funds  are  hereby 
appropriated  for  highway  purposes. 

29  Emergency/Disaster  Aid  Appropriation:  Mr. 
Friedrichs  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

30  "HELD"  Self  Funding  Programs:  Mrs.  Tavernier 
moves  that  revolving  funds  for  the  Historic  District 
Commission,  Building  Department,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  the  Health  Department  be  established 
for  FY96  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth 
in  the  summary  of  this  article. 

3 1  Cemetery  Land  Fund  Transfer:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that 
the  Town  appropriate  $15,000.00  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  for  the  design,  development,  land- 
scaping roadways,  and  drainage  of  Woodlawn  Cem- 
etery, and  to  raise  such  amount  $15,000.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

32  Repurchase  Cemetery  Lot:  Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the 
Town  appropriate  $900.00  for  the  purpose  of  this  ar- 
ticle and  to  raise  such  amount  $180.00  be  transferred 
from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund  and  $720.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  New  Perpetual  Care  Fund. 

42  "HELD"  Common  Drives:  Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that 
the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set  forth  in  the  ar- 
ticle. 

43  "HELD"  Driveways  in  the  Village  Residential  District: 
Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be 
amended  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

46  "HELD"  Amend  Local  Historic  District  Bylaw:  Mr. 
Hunter  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

47  Acceptance  of  Gifts  of  Land:  Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the 
words  of  the  article. 
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48  Main  Street  Easement  -  Yetman:  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves 
in  the  words  of  the  article. 

49  PO  SQ  Traffic  Signal  Easement:  Mr.  Mullin  moves  in 
the  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY 

except  for  articles  3,  4,  5,  30,  42,  43,  and  46  which  were 
"HELD". 

ARTICLE  1       CHOOSE  TOWN  OFFICERS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees 
and  to  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective  offic- 
ers of  the  Town  as  follows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  Town  Meeting  session 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman  $750.00 
Cleric  $650.00 
Member  $650.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  fix  the  compensation  for 
elected  officers  as  shown  in  the  warrant  on  page  17. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor,  Sr.  nominates  Frederick  A. 
Harris  as  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term 
to  expire  in  1998. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

William  Klauer  nominates  Joseph  A.  Conquest  as 

Trustee  of  Acton's  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1998. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Mabel  Grekula  nominates  Frances  Moretti  as  Trustee 
of  Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1998. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

John  J.  Powers  nominates  Cornelia  Huber  as  Trustee  of 
the  Elizabeth  White  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1998. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Frances  Bissell  nominates  Robert  Loomis  as  Trustee  of 
the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire 
in  1996. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

Frances  Bissell  nominates  Virginia  Rhude  as  Trustee  ilusis 
the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expii|l«" 
in  1998. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  2      HEAR  AND  ACCEPT  REPORTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


lief 


»5 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  reports  and  hear  and  ai 
upon  the  report  of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Tom 
Meeting  that  has  not  already  reported,  or  take  any  other  actio  ^ 
relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


I 


Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports  of  tH 
various  Town  officers  and  boards  as  set  forth  in  the  1994  Towiffl. 
Report  and  that  the  Moderator  call  for  any  other  reports. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


till 


Ann  Chang,  on  behalf  of  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  tlfaie 
Memorial  Library,  gave  the  following  report  on  the  addition  t 
the  Memorial  Library; 

ie$ 

"The  Trustees  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  would  lik-'ise 
the  voters  to  know  what  we  have  done  with  the  $15,000.00  yo  "A 
gave  us  last  year  (1994  Annual  Town  Meeting)  to  produce  con 
ceptual  drawings  for  a  Library  addition 

There  are  three  things,  all  of  which  are  required  by  th  'Rl 
State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  if  the  project  is  to  ra 
ceive  any  State  funding.  The  first  is  an  RFP  (request  for  propo; 
als)  which  is  in  process.  The  RFP  is  being  reviewed  by  the  newl 
appointed  Designer  Selection  Board.  This  is  a  lengthy  proces+f) 
and  one  we  expect  will  be  finished  within  the  next  few  weeks  w 

rc( 

While  these  activities  have  been  progressing,  the  Trustee  H. 
and  Staff  have  been  writing  a  Building  Program  booklet.  Th 
Building  Program  will  outline  the  needs  for  the  Library  and  is 
document,  along  with  other  long  range  plans  that  needs  to  b 
submitted  to  the  Library  Commissioners.  We  have  to  look  ahea 
for  the  next  20  years.  This  is  a  daunting  task  and  one  that  need 
careful  study  and  much  thought. 

en 


tor 


The  Trustees  expect  that  the  RFP  will  result  in  5-6  re 
sponses  and  from  that  we  will  choose  one  firm  to  do  the  concep 
tual  drawings.  We  expect  these  drawings  will  be  completed  b 
the  end  of  August  -  beginning  of  September.  There  will  then  b 
a  series  of  public  meetings  during  October  and  November  ii 
preparation  for  writing  articles  for  the  1 996  Town  Meeting  war 
rant.  The  public  meetings  will  be  the  opportunity  for  everyon 
to  see  what  is  being  planned  and  for  public  comment. 


;ali 
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At  the  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting  we  expect  to  ask  for 
)ney  for  final  architectural  plans  and  construction  funds.  The 
ustees  will  do  everything  possible  to  get  any  State  aid  avail- 
le  to  help  with  the  addition.  The  competition  is  very  stiff  and 
:  plans  we  present  must  be  such  that  will  meet  the  Town's 
eds.  The  schedule  is  tight  but  the  State  funds  will  only  be  avail- 
le  for  a  short  time." 

(Submitted  in  writing  to  the  Town  Clerk's  Office  April  10. 
95  by  Ann  Chang) 

There  were  no  other  reports. 

RTICLE  3*     COUNCIL  ON  AGING  VAN  ENTER- 
PRISE BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
€  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $39,873.00.  or  any  other 
m.  to  operate  the  Senior  Van  Serx'ice.  in  accordance  with  Mass 
eneral  Laws  Chapter  44.  Section  53F  1/2.  Enterprise  Fund 
iw.  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
alendar) 

Mrs,  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropri- 
e  $39,873.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  van  service,  and  to 
ise  such  amount  $39,873.00  be  transferred  from  the  Council 
1  Aging  Van  Enterprise  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

RTICLE  4*     NURSING  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
^e  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $499.741 .00.  or  any  other 
on,  to  provide  Public  Health  and  Visiting  Nurse  services,  in 
ccordance  with  Mass  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53F 
Q,  Enterprise  Fund  Law,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
lereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
alendar) 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
499,741.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  health  nursing 
;r\'ices,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $499,741.00  be  transferred 
■om  the  Nursing  Enterprise  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

lRTICLE  5*     SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  ENTERPRISE 
BUDGET 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $162,126.00,  or  any  other 
sum,  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  in  accordance  with 
Mass  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53F  1/2.  Enterprise 
Fund  Law,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
Calendar) 

Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropri- 
ate $162,126.00  for  the  purpose  of  septage  disposal,  and  to  raise 
such  amount  $162,126.00  be  transferred  from  the  Septage  Dis- 
posal Enterprise  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  6       NESWC  ENTERPRISE  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $1 ,466,522.00.  or  any  other 
sum,  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  in  accordance  with 
Mass  General  Laws  Chapter  44.  Section  53F  1/2.  Enterprise 
Fund  Law.  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Kadlec  moves  to  amend  the  article. 

MOTION  LOST. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Kadlec  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate 
$1,466,522.00  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to 
raise  such  amount  $1,288,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  NESWC 
Enterprise  Fund  and  $178,522.00  be  raised  and  appropriated. 

MOTION  LOST. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate 
$1,466,522.00  for  the  purpose  of  solid  waste  disposal,  and  to 
raise  such  amount  $625,000.00  be  transferred  from  the  NESWC 
Enterprise  Fund  and  $841,522.00  be  raised  and  appropriated. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  7       MERRIAM  SCHOOL  OFFSET  RE- 
CEIPTS BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $73,709.00,  or  any  other 
sum,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  operating  the  Merriam 
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School,  in  accordance  with  Mass  General  Laws.  Chapter  44. 
Section  53 E.  Offset  Receipts  Law.  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Williams  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate 
$73,709.00  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Merriam  School, 
and  that  the  receipts  from  the  rental  of  the  Merriam  School  be 
set  aside  as  a  separate  fund  under  Mass.  General  Laws,  Chapter 
44,  Section  53E,  to  meet  this  appropriation. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  8 


BUDGET  TRANSFER 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  con- 
junction with  funds  appropriated  under  the  current  fiscal  year 's 
budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current  fi.scal  year,  or  make  any 
other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budgets  and  appro- 
priations that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  to  taice  up  Article  8  out  of  order  after 
Article  22. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  9       MUNICIPAL  STABILIZATION  FUND 
TRANSFER 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate or  transfer  from  the  Municipal  Stabilization  Fund  the  sum  of 
$77.5 1 5.00.  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  defray  debt 
serx'ice  costs  in  FY96,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  to  appropriate  $77,515.00  to  be 

expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purpose  of  offsetting 
debt  expenses  in  the  Municipal  Budget,  and  to  raise  such  amount 
$77,515.00  be  transferred  from  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  10     TOWN  OPERATING  BUDGET 
(Majority  V'ote  Required) 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate, or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  several  departments,  offices  and  boards  of 


the  Town,  exclusive  of  the  necessary  expenses  relative  to  tH 
schools,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


I 


Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  Budget  for  the  period  Ju8  I3,5I 
1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996,  in  the  amount  of  $11,335,022.00  U  iJet 
raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety,  except  that  $67,000.00  tj  (,101 
transferred  from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  Cemetery  use,  an  lised 
that  $132.10  be  transferred  from  the  County  Dog  Fund  for  L 
brary  use,  and  that  $15,000.00  be  transferred  from  Wetland  fi 
ing  fees  for  the  Conservation  Department,  and  further  that  tb 
Town  Manager  be  authorized  to  sell,  trade,  or  dispose  of  v«(  iRTl 
hides  being  replaced  and  to  expend  any  proceeds  received  foj 
such  new  vehicles. 


MOTION  CARRIES. 


At  this  time.  Selectman  William  Mullin  gave  recognirolvi: 
tion  to  outgoing  Selectman  and  Chairman  Norman  Lake,  iti  elov 
honor  of  his  years  of  service  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  an« 
the  Town. 

II. 

ARTICLE  11     NEW  STAFF  -  SEASONAL  WORKERS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


). 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropn 
ate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $8. 720. 00.  or  any  other  sun 
to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  hiring  of  seasona 
workers  in  the  Municipal  Properties  Department,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $8,720.00  tt 

be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  hire  personnel  in  the  Mu 
nicipal  Properties  Department. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  12     CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  -  FACILI 
TIES  AND  EQUIPMENT,  REPAIR  ANI 
RENOVATIONS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  orappropri 
ate  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  pur 
poses  listed  below: 

Estimated  Cost 

A.  Police  Station,  Communications  Antenna  $10,000.00 

B.  Police  Station,  Call  Recording  System  9,000.00 

C.  Police  Station,  Security  Monitoring  System  8.500.00 

D.  Cemetery  Department,  Fuel  Tank  Replacement  6,000.00 

E.  Fire  Department,  Vehicle  Rust  Repair  10,000.00 
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or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of 
3,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  repairs 
d  equipment  as  hsted  in  this  article;  and  to  raise  such  amount 
1,000.00  be  transferred  from  Free  Cash  and  that  $37,500.00  be 
ised  and  appropriated. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


RTICLE  13 


CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  -  VEHICLE 

REPLACEMENTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
e  from  available  funds,  including  Enterprise  Funds  and  Re- 
viving Funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  purposes  listed 
low: 


1  —  Five  Ton  Dump  Truck/Sander 

1  —  One  Ton  Dump  Truck 

1  —  One  Ton  Dump  Truck 

1  —  Full  Size  Sedan 

1  —  Compact  Inspectional  Vehicle 

1  —  Full  Size  Sedan  -  Lease  Payment 


Estimated  Cost 

$65,000.00 
26,000.00 
14,000.00 
20,000.00 
15,000.00 
5,000.00 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropri- 
e  the  sum  of  $145,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Man- 
ner to  replace  Departmental  Equipment  as  listed  in  this  article, 
nd  to  raise  such  amount  $30,000.00  be  transferred  from  the 
lEWSC  Enterprise  Fund  for  purchase  of  the  Five  Ton  Dump 
ruck,  $7,500.00  be  transferred  from  the  Building  Inspectional 
evolving  Account  for  purchase  of  the  Inspectional  Vehicle,  and 
lat  $107,500.00  be  transferred  from  Free  Cash,  and  further  that 
le  Town  Manager  be  authorized  to  sell,  trade,  or  dispose  of 
ehicles  being  replaced  and  to  expend  any  proceeds  received 
3r  such  new  vehicles. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


kRTICLE  14 


CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  -  DEPART- 
MENTAL EQUIPMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
te  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  pur- 
poses listed  below: 


Estimated  Cost 

A.  Self-Contained  Breathing  Apparatus  $30,800.00 

B.  Cruiser  Video  System  10.000.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $30,800.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to 
purchase  equipment  for  the  Fire  Department  as  defined  in  Sec- 
tion A.  of  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 


ARTICLE  15 


WIDE  AREA  NETWORK 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $25,000.00.  or  any  other 
sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  enter  into  a  lease 
for  constructing  and  operating  a  wide  area  computer  network, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $25,000.00  to 

be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  lease  and  install  a  Wide 
Area  Network  computer  system  as  defined  in  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  16     CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  -  INFRA- 
STRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  the  various  pur- 
poses listed  below: 

Estimated  Cost 

A.  Emergency  Vehicle  Traffic  Signal  Pre-emption  $15,000.00 

B.  Playground  Equipment  25,500.00 

C.  Parking  Lot  Improvements,  Route  2A/27  12,000.00 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Friedrich  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$52,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  purchase 
equipment  and  to  make  parking  lot  improvements  as  defined  in 
this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Mr.  Lake  moves  to  adjourn  the  meeting  at  10:45  p.m.  until 
April  4,  1995  immediately  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Special 
Town  Meeting  scheduled  for  that  date. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

The  Moderator  called  the  adjourned  session  of  the  1995 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  8:26  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  4, 
1995. 

ARTICLE  17     NORTH  ACTON  RECREATION  AREA 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $50,000.00.  or  any  other 
sum,  for  design,  specifications  and  preparation  of  bid  documents 
to  determine  the  value  of  gravel  on  a  certain  parcel  of  Town- 
owned  land  in  North  Acton  and  for  the  purpose  of  relocation  of 
material  stockpiles  from  the  area  in  question  in  order  to  prepare 
for  construction  of  a  comprehensive  municipal  recreation  area, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$50,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  design  and 
related  work  and  to  relocate  stockpiles  of  material  in  prepara- 
tion for  a  municipal  recreation  area  in  North  Acton  as  defined  in 
this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  18     MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  AS- 
SESSMENT 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $534,927.00.  or  any  other 
sum.  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Minuteman  Sci- 
ence and  Technology  High  School,  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Wiltse  moves  that  the  Minuteman  Science  and  Tech- 
nology High  School  Assessment  for  the  period  July  1,  1995  to 
June  30,  1996,  in  the  amount  of  $534,937.00,  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  19     ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  ASSESSMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 


ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $8,612,963.00,  oranyothi  ttro| 
sum.  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Acton-Boxborou^  0 
Regional  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


Mr.  Aronson  moves  that  the  Acton-Boxborough  Schoi  ft 
Assessment  for  the  period  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996,  in  tBwe 
amount  of  $8,612,963.00,  be  raised  and  appropriated  in  its  eis 
tirety. 


MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  20     ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUDGET 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 
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To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  orappropr\ 
ate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $10,490. 7H2.00.  or  any  oth^  Rl 
.sum.  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Local  Schools,  a 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Williams  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  ( 
$10,490,782.00  for  the  Acton  Local  Schools  for  the  period  Jul  W 
1995  to  June  30,  1996.  «k 

m 
ail 


MOTION  CARRIES.  ! 

At  this  point,  the  Moderator  recognized  Volunteers  wit 
the  following: 


"On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Town  Mar 
ager,  and  of  all  the  citizens  of  Acton,  the  Volunteer  Coordinatin 
Committee  would  like  to  recognize  and  thank  all  the  people  wh 
are  now  serving,  or  have  completed  their  terms  of  service  on 
Town  Board  or  Committee  since  the  last  Annual  Town  Meeting 
As  I  read  the  names  of  the  Boards  and  Committees,  would  thjruc 
present  Members,  Alternates,  and  Associate  Members,  as  we 
as  those  who  have  recently  completed  their  service  please  stan 
and  remain  standing  until  all  the  names  are  read. 


ck 


Acton/Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Board  of  Appeals 

Board  of  Assessors 

Board  of  Health 

Cable  Advisory  Committee 

Cemetery  Commission 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Council  on  Aging 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Historic  District  Commission 

Historical  Commission 
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jtropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 
''"I  nuteman  Home  Care 
"  I  nuteman  Vocational  School  Committee 

inicipal  Power  Organization  Study  Committee 
inning  Board 
son  Advisory  Committee 
iciii  blic  Ceremonies  and  Celebrations  Committee 

creation  Commission 
iisi  cond  Airport/Fort  Devens  Reuse  Task  Force 
uth  Acton  Revitalization  Committee 
wn  Report  Committee 
lunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Let's  thank  these  Volunteers  for  their  many  contributions 
d  for  the  hundreds  of  hours  of  time  they  have  given  to  this 
wn." 


mCLE21  CAPITAL  ARTICLE  -  ACTON 
BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  amount  of 
95.000.00  debt  authorized  by  vote  of  the  Acton-Boxhorough 
'gional  District  School  Committee  on  March  21.  1995.  which 
all  be  contingent  on  the  passage  of  a  Proposition  2  1/2  Debt 
elusion  Override,  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling  and  making 
traordinar}'  repairs  including  the  Americans  with  Disability 
t  improvements,  to  the  Regional  Junior  High  School  and  Re- 
onal  High  School  and  for  the  purchase  of  equipment,  includ- 
Ug  any  architects'  fees  and  other  costs  incidental  thereto,  or 
ke  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


lai 


MOTION: 


Mr.  Aronson  moves  to  approve  the  amount  of  $495,000.00 

jnkbt  authorized  by  vote  of  the  Acton  Boxborough  Regional 
injrhool  Committee  on  March  21,  1995  for  remodeling,  recon- 
thructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  Regional  School 
«  jildings  and  for  the  purchase  of  equipment,  including  archi- 
anjcts'  fees. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


RTICLE  22 


CAPITAL  ARTICLE 

SCHOOLS 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 


ACTON  PUBLIC 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
te  from  available  funds,  or  borrow,  the  sum  of  $624,344.00.  or 
ny  other  sum.  which  shall  be  contingent  on  the  passage  of  a 
roposition  2  1/2  Debt  Exclusion  Override,  for  the  purpose  of 
'modeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs 
)  the  Conant.  Douglas.  Gates.  Merriam  and  McCarthy-Towne 
chools  and  to  the  Blanchard  Auditorium,  including  the  pur- 
hase  of  equipment,  architects'  and  engineers'  fees  and  other 
osts  incidental  thereto,  and  allow  all  the  schools  to  be  techno- 


logically "networked"  for  instructional  purposes,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Williams  moves  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$524,344.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Acton  Local  Schools  for  the 
purpose  of  remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary 
repairs  to  the  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates,  Merriam  and  McCarthy- 
Towne  Schools  and  to  the  Blanchard  Auditorium,  including  the 
purchase  of  equipment,  architects'  and  engineers'  fees,  and  to 
allow  the  schools  to  be  technologically  "networked"  for  instruc- 
tional purposes,  and  to  raise  such  amount  $524,344.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 


ARTICLE  8 


BUDGET  TRANSFER 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  an  amount  of  money  to  be  used  in  con- 
junction with  funds  appropriated  under  the  current  fiscal  year's 
budgets  to  be  used  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  or  make  any 
other  adjustments  to  the  current  fiscal  year  budgets  and  appro- 
priations that  may  be  necessary,  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Williams  moves  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $84,235.00 
to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  Acton 
Local  Schools  Budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  that  to  raise 
such  amount  $84,235.00  be  transferred  from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

Mr.  Lake  moves  to  adjourn  at  1 1:05  p.m.  until  Wednes- 
day, April  5,  1995  at  7:30  p.m. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

The  Moderator  called  the  adjourned  session  of  the  1995 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  7:35  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  April 
5,  1995. 

Wayne  Haase  was  recognized  on  the  floor  and  read  the 
following  resolution: 

I  move  that  it  be  by  this  Town  meeting  resolved,  that  a 
Computer  Advisory  Committee  consisting  of  seven  (7)  mem- 
bers plus  a  representative  from  the  Finance  Committee,  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  School  Committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  purpose  of  advising  all  branches  of 
Acton  Town  Government  with  respect  to  the  acquisition,  main- 
tenance and  use  of  computer  equipment,  software  and  related 
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systems  and  the  implementation  of  the  installation  and  opera- 
tion of  all  such  equipment,  software  and  systems;  that,  so  far  as 
lawful,  all  branches  of  Town  government  be  hereby  instructed 
to  fully  inform  the  Committee  as  to  all  such  matters  in  a  timely 
fashion  and  to  cooperate  and  consult  with  the  Committee  fully; 
and  that  this  Committee  be  a  standing  Committee  annually  re- 
appointed by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  until  further  action  by  Town 
meeting.  The  Committee  shall  issue  its  first  written  report  by 
June  30,  1995. 

RESOLUTION  LOST. 

ARTICLE  23     SIDEWALK  CONSTRUCTION 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $50,000.00.  or  any  other 
sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design  and 
construction  of  new  sidewalks  and  the  repair  of  existing  side- 
walks, or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$50,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  design  and 
construction  of  new  sidewalks  and  repair  of  existing  sidewalks 
as  described  in  this  article;  and  to  raise  such  amount,  $50,000.00 
be  transferred  from  Free  Cash. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  24*    BRIDGE/CULVERT  REPLACEMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $50.000.00 for  replacement 
of  the  bridge  over  Fort  Pond  Brook  on  Central  Street  near  the 
intersection  with  Elm  Street,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$50,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  replace- 
ment of  the  bridge  over  Fort  Pond  Brook  on  Central  Street  near 
the  intersection  with  Elm  Street,  and  that  such  amount  be  raised 
and  appropriated  in  its  entirety. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  25     CENTRAL  MASSACHUSETTS  MOS- 
QUITO CONTROL  PROJECT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rejoin  the  Central  Massa- 
chusetts Mosquito  Control  Project  as  set  forth  in  Massachusetts 


General  Law  Chapter  252,  Section  5 A.  or  take  any  other  actii 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 


Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  vote  to  join  the  Centrr 
Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project  as  described  in  this  ai  W 
tide. 


MOTION  LOST. 


I 


ARTICLE  26     LOCAL  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PRC 
GRAM  FUNDING 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


0 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropr 
ate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $7,200.00.  or  any  othi 
sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  operation  of 
local  Mosquito  Adulticiding  Program,  or  take  any  other  actio 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  raise  and  appropriate  $7,200.00 1 
be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  continuation  of  a  loc 
Mosquito  Adulticiding  Program. 

MOTION  LOST. 


IRI 


ARTICLE  27# 


INTEGRATED  PEST  MANAGEMENIflrti 
PROGRAM 

m 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  funds  in  the  amount  < 
$26,000.00  to  participate  in  the  Integrated  Pest  Managemei 
program  of  the  Central  Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Projet  !ale 
for  the  Fiscal  period  1995-1996,  or  take  any  other  action  rela 
tive  thereto. 


MOTION: 


Ms.  Funk  moves  to  take  no  action. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  28*   CHAPTER  90  HIGHWAY  REIMBURSE 
MENT  PROGRAM 

(Majority  Vote  Required)  lad 

lerv 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropr 
ate  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  highway  improve 
ments  under  the  authority  of  Chapter  90  of  the  Mass.  Generc  ki 
Laws  and  any  other  applicable  law,  or  take  any  other  actio  iml 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 


one 
Veil 
orl 


list 
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'da  Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  the  Selectmen  are  authorized  to 
:ept  Highway  funds  from  all  sources  and  such  funds  are  hereby 
propriated  for  highway  purposes. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ITICLE  29*    EMERGENCY/DISASTER  AID  APPRO- 
PRIATIONS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vole  to  appropriate  any  Federal 
^lU^vernment  and  State  Government  reimbursement  for  costs  in- 
rred  as  a  result  of  any  declared  emergencies  or  other  unusual 
currences  during  Fiscal  Year  1996;  or  take  any  other  action 
lative  thereto. 


loc 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

RTICLE  30*   SECTION  53E  1/2  SELF-FUNDING  PRO- 
GRAMS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  pursuant  to  Section  53E  1/2  of 
hapter  44  of  the  Mass.  General  Laws  to  continue  revolving 
mds  for  the  Historic  District  Commission,  the  Building  De- 
irtment  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  to  initiate 
ich  a  fund  for  Health  Inspectional  Services  ( Food  and  Hazard- 
us  Materials),  or  take  anv  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
alendar) 


Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  revolving  funds  for  the  His- 
)ric  District  Commission,  Building  Department,  Sealer  of 
v'eighls  and  Measures  and  the  Health  Department  be  established 
3r  FY96  in  the  amounts  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the 
ummary  of  this  article. 


SUMMARY:  This  will  allow  the  Town  to  fully  fund  the 
listoric  District  Commission,  the  Building  Department  Inspec- 
sEjion  Program,  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  the  speci- 
ted  ongoing  Health  Inspectional  programs  from  the  receipts  that 
ach  program  produces.  This  program  removes  the  cost  of  these 
ervices  from  the  tax  base. 


in 

I'f 

Historic  District  Fees 
101  building  Department 

(Micro  Film  Fees,  Electrical, 
Plumbing  and  Gas  Permits, 
Sign  Licenses  and  Periodic 
Inspection  Fees) 


Revenue 

250.00 
60,000.00 


Expense 

250.00 
60,000.00 


Scaler  of  Weights  and  Measures         7,000.00  7,000.00 

Health  Department                         32,850.00  32,850.00 

(Food  Service  Inspections  and 

Hazardous  Materials  Inspection  Fees) 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  31  *    CEMETERY  LAND  FUND  TRANSFER 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer 
from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund  the  sum  of  $  J 5.000.00,  or  any 
other  sum.  to  he  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design, 
development,  landscaping,  roadways,  and  drainage  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $15,000.00  to 
be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  design,  development, 
landscaping,  roadways,  and  drainage  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery, 
and  to  raise  such  amount  $15,000.00  be  transferred  from  the 
Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  32*    REPURCHASE  CEMETERY  LOT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners to  repurchase  a  two- grave  lot  (#226),  located  in  Section 
8,  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  said  lot  having  originally  been  purchased 
by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Stoffle  on  January  4,  1991,  and  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  appropriation  of  $180.00 from  the 
Cemetery  Land  Fund  and  $720.00 from  the  New  Perpetual  Care 
Fund  for  this  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  $900.00  for 
the  purpose  of  this  article  and  to  raise  such  amount  $180.00  be 
transferred  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund  and  $720.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  New  Perpetual  Care  Fund. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  33     MUNICIPAL  POWER  STUDY  COMMIT- 
TEE 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  an  interim  report  from  the 
Acton  Municipal  Power  Study  Committee,  and,  if  the  Town, 
having  received  the  interim  report  from  the  Committee,  wishes 
to  extend  the  Acton  Municipal  Power  Study  Committee's  term 
through  June  30,  1996,  so  they  may  present  a  more  detailed  fi- 
nal report,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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Mr.  Schwab  read  the  interim  report  of  the  MUNICIPAL 
POWER  STUDY  COMMITTEE,  which  is  on  file  in  the  Town 
Clerk's  Office. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article  and  that 
the  Committee  be  extended  to  June  30,  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  34     ACHC  HOME  RULE  WARRANT  PETI- 
TION 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen to  petition  the  General  Court  to  enact  a  special  law 
establishing  a  Nonprofit  Housing  Corporation  for  the  Town  of 
Acton  substantially  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  There  is  hereby  established  a  nonprofit  hous- 
ing corporation  to  be  known  as  the  Acton  Community  Housing 
Corporation,  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Acton.  Said  board  shall  con- 
sist of  not  less  than  five  members,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  for  staggered  three-year  terms  as  designated 
by  said  Board  of  Selectmen,  such  appointments  to  be  made  an- 
nually by  said  Board  of  Selectmen  on  or  before  June  thirtieth. 
Members  shall  serve  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
qualified.  Continuing  members  may  act  despite  a  vacancy  or 
vacancies  in  said  board  and  for  this  purpose  be  deemed  to  con- 
stitute a  full  board.  Any  vacancy  in  said  board,  however  occur- 
ring, may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  term. 

Said  board  is  hereby  established  and  shall  exercise  its  pow- 
ers and  perform  its  duties  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and 
implementing  alternatives  for  the  provision  of  and  providing 
affordable  housing  for  persons  of  low,  moderate  and  middle  in- 
come, and  others  whose  needs  may  be  identified  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  Town  of  Acton.  The  powers  and  duties  of  said  board 
as  set  forth  herein  are  intended  to  be  alternative  and  supplemen- 
tal to  and  not  in  limitation  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Acton 
Housing  Authority  established  pursuant  to  chapter  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  B  of  the  General  Laws.  The  liability  of  said  board 
and  its  members  shall  be  limited  to  the  same  extent  as  the  liabil- 
ity of  a  public  employer  and  public  employees  as  provided  in 
section  two  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  of  the  Gen- 
eral Laws. 

SECTION  2.  Said  board  shall  have  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges conferred  by  the  provisions  of  paragraphs  (a)  to  (i).  inclu- 
sive, and  paragraph  (k)  of  section  nine  of  chapter  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  B  of  the  General  Laws,  and  the  following  powers, 
provided  that  no  such  power  shall  be  exercised  either  in  a  man- 
ner inconsistent  with  this  act  or  any  general  or  special  law,  or  to 


carry  on  any  activity  which  is  not  in  furtherance  of  the  purpose 
set  forth  in  this  act:  M 

(a)  to  adopt,  amend  and  repeal  rules  for  the  regulation  ani 
conduct  of  its  business  including  but  not  limited  to  th' 
call  and  conduct  of  its  meetings,  the  number  of  mem 
bers  which  shall  constitute  a  quorum  and  the  mode  o| 
voting  by  proxy;  g 

(b)  to  elect  a  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  each  of  whoii 
shall  be  members  of  said  board,  and  a  secretary  and 
treasurer,  who  need  not  be  members  of  said  board,  am 
who  may  be  the  same  person.  The  treasurer  shall  giv 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  in  forr 
and  amount  approved  and  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Se 
lectmen,  the  cost  of  such  bond  shall  be  paid  from  fund 
of  said  board.  The  chairman  and  in  his  absence  the  vice 
chairman  shall  chair  meetings  of  said  board.  The  sec 
retary  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  books,  document 
and  papers  filed  with  said  board  and  of  the  minute  booi 
or  journal  of  said  board; 

(c)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  mak 
and  execute  all  contracts  and  all  other  instruments  nec 
essary  or  convenient  for  the  exercise  of  its  powers  am 
functions,  subject  to  approval  of  the  Town  Counsel  o' 
the  Town  of  Acton  as  to  form; 

(d)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  ac 
quire  or  lease,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  to  own 
hold  and  use,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  and  in  suci 
manner  as  it  may  deem  proper,  and  to  exchange,  gran 
options  on,  sell,  transfer,  convey,  assign,  lease,  pledge 
mortgage,  encumber,  grant  liens  on  and  security  inter 
ests  in,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  on  such  terms  and  com 
ditions  as  it  may  deem  proper,  real,  personal  or  mixec 
real  and  personal  property  or  any  interest,  easement; 
or  rights  therein,  and  any  assets  or  revenues  of  saio 
board,  as  may  be  necessary  or  appropriate  to  carry  ou 
its  purposes; 

(e)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  ente 
into  agreements  or  other  transactions  with  the  Com 
monwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  or  public  in< 
strumentality  thereof  the  United  States  government  oi 
any  federal,  state,  or  other  govermental  agency; 

(f)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  and  to  execute  notes  therefor  which  shall  not  bt 
deemed  to  be  debts  or  obligations  of  the  Town  of  Acton 
to  hold  mortgages,  and  to  invest  any  funds  held  in  re 
serve  funds,  or  any  funds  not  required  for  immediate 
disbursement  in  such  investments  as  may  be  lawful  foi 
fiduciaries  in  the  Commonwealth.  Said  board  shall  have 
no  stock; 

I 

!  i 
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(g)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  enter 
into  contracts  or  agreements  with,  and  to  employ  from 
time  to  time  contractors,  architects,  engineers,  consult- 
ants, attorneys,  accountants,  construction,  financial  and 
other  experts,  superintendents,  managers  and  such  other 
agents  and  employees  as  may  be  necessary  in  its  judge- 
ment and  to  fix  their  compensation; 

(h)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  receive 
and  hold  funds  appropriated  by  the  Town  and  other 
funds,  property,  labor  and  other  things  of  value  from 
any  source,  public  or  private,  by  gift,  grant,  bequest, 
loan  or  otherwise,  either  absolutely  or  in  trust,  and  to 
expend  or  utilize  the  same  on  behalf  of  said  board  for 
any  of  its  purposes  or  to  act  as  an  agent  or  conduit  in 
administering  or  disbursing  funds  or  financial  or  other 
aid  from  any  source;  provided,  however,  that  all  rev- 
enues collected  or  received  by  said  board  in  connec- 
tion with  its  activities,  investments  or  transactions  shall 
be  expended  only  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Acton; 

(i)  to  appear  in  its  own  behalf  before  boards,  coinmissions, 
departments  or  other  agencies  of  government,  munici- 
pal, state  or  federal; 

(j)  to  procure  insurance  against  any  loss  in  connection  with 
the  property  or  activities  of  said  board,  in  such  amounts 
and  from  such  insurers  as  it  may  deem  necessary  or 
desirable,  and,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen, to  indemnify  its  members  or  agents  if  and  to 
the  extent  specified  from  time  to  time  in  the  by-laws  of 
said  board  and  subject  to  and  in  the  manner  provided  in 
section  six  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  the 
General  Laws; 

(k)  to  formulate  and,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  carry  out  or  monitor  plans  for  projects  in- 
volving the  acquisition  or  operation  of  housing  facili- 
ties of  any  kind  or  nature,  and  to  construct,  reconstruct, 
renovate,  expand,  extend,  improve,  repair,  remodel, 
equip,  furnish,  maintain,  manage  and  operate  such  fa- 
cilities; 

(1)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  fix  and 
revise  from  time  to  time,  and  to  charge  and  collect  rates, 
fees,  rentals  and  other  charges  and  sales  prices  for  or  in 
connection  with  the  use,  occupancy  or  other  disposi- 
tion of  any  housing  facility  or  other  property  or  portion 
thereof  under  its  ownership  or  control; 

(m)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  estab- 
lish, impose,  grant  or  amend,  by  deed,  lease  or  any  other 
means  or  method,  and  to  hold  the  benefit  of,  monitor, 
exercise  and  enforce  lawful  restrictions  on  the  rental, 
sale,  resale,  use  or  occupancy  of  housing  facilities  or 


other  property  under  its  ownership  or  control,  or  other 
facilities  or  property  designated  by  the  Selectmen  of 
the  Town,  or  restrictions  with  respect  to  the  income  of 
owners,  tenants  or  occupants  of  such  housing  facilities 
or  other  property,  or  options  and  rights  of  first  refusal 
with  respect  to  such  facilities  or  property,  and  to  waive, 
release  or  discharge  any  such  rights  or  restrictions; 

(n)  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  enter 
into,  perform  or  monitor  agreements  or  other  transac- 
tions with  contractors,  developers,  brokers  or  other  real 
estate  professionals  or  any  other  person  relating  to  the 
providing  of  affordable  housing  for  persons  of  low  and 
moderate  income  in  the  Town; 

(o)  to  do  any  and  all  things  necessary  or  convenient  to  carry 
out  its  purposes  and  exercise  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  act; 

Said  board  may  delegate  to  any  committee  or  member  of 
the  board  any  action  which  said  board  is  empowered  to  do  or 
make.  Said  board  may  be  a  partner  in  any  business  enterprise 
which  said  board  would  have  power  to  conduct  by  itself. 

SECTION  3.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  gen- 
eral or  special  law  to  the  contrary,  the  income,  assets  and  activi- 
ties of  said  board  shall  be  exempt  from  all  taxes  and  assess- 
ments and  said  board  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  of  chapter  sixty- 
three  of  the  General  Laws  or  to  any  taxes  based  upon  or  mea- 
sured by  property  or  income  imposed  by  the  Commonwealth  or 
by  any  political  subdivision  thereof.  Said  board  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  enter  into  an  agreement  or  agreements 
with  the  assessor  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  wherein  said  board  shall  undertake  to  make 
to  the  Town  annual  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes  in  connection  with 
any  real  property  acquired  and  owned  by  said  board,  the  amounts 
of  such  payments  to  be  reasonable  sums  stipulated  in  such  agree- 
ment or  agreements  or  determined  in  accordance  with  a  reason- 
able formula  so  stipulated. 

SECTION  4.  The  Town  may  appropriate  funds  for  the 
carrying  out  by  said  board  of  its  purposes  as  set  forth  herein. 
Any  appropriation  therefor  may  be  raised  by  the  Town  by  taxa- 
tion or  otherwise.  At  least  annually,  said  board  shall  cause  inde- 
pendent audits  to  be  made  of  the  books  and  records  of  said  board, 
which  annual  audits  shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
of  the  Town. 

SECTION  5.  In  the  event  that  said  board  shall  be  dis- 
solved in  accordance  with  law  at  any  time,  all  property  and  in- 
terests therein,  assets  and  rights  of  said  board  existing  at  such 
time  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Town  of  Acton  by  authority  of 
this  act,  and  title  to  all  such  property  and  all  such  rights  shall 
vest  in  the  Town  of  Acton  automatically  without  the  need  for 
further  action  or  instrument,  and  the  Town  of  Acton  shall,  to  the 
maximum  extent  permitted  by  law,  and  acting  by  and  through 
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its  Board  of  Selectmen,  assume,  hold  and  exercise  the  powers 
and  duties  of  said  board  set  forth  herein  with  respect  to  such 
property  and  rights  so  transferred  to  said  Town. 

SECTION  6.  The  provisions  of  this  act  are  severable  and 
if  any  of  its  provisions  shall  be  held  invalid  in  any  circumstance, 
such  invalidity  shall  not  affect  any  other  provisions  or  circum- 
stances. 

SECTION  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
or  take  any  other  information  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Mclnnis  moves  to  amend  the  proposed  Home  Rule 
Petition  to  include  a  new  paragraph  under  Section  2.,  to  be  para- 
graph (p),  as  follows: 

(p)  No  contract  or  agreement  to  purchase  or  accept  as  a 
gift,  any  right,  interest  or  title  to  real  property,  shall  be 
entered  into  until  a  site  inspection  has  been  made  and  a 
report  received  from  a  qualified  person  regarding  the 
presence  of  hazardous  materials  or  substances  as  de- 
fined by  Mass.  General  Laws  Chapter  21E  on  or  at  the 
property. 

AMENDMENT  CARRIES. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  enact  a  special  law 
establishing  a  Nonprofit  Housing  Corporation  for  the  Town  of 
Acton  as  described  in  the  article  and  amended  to  include  para- 
graph (p)  in  Section  2. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  35     SOUTH  ACTON  VILLAGE  DISTRICT 
BOUNDARIES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning 
Map  as  follows: 

(Present  Zoning  Designations,  shown  in  parenthesis,  and 
street  addresses  are  listed  for  reference  purposes  only.) 

A.  Rezone  to  South  Acton  Village  (SAV)  the  following  par- 
cels of  land  identified  by  their  map  and  parcel  numbers  as 
shown  in  the  1994  Town  Atlas: 


Map  G-2A,  Parcel  74  (R-2) 

Map  H-2A,  Parcel  3  (R-2) 

Map  H-2A,  Parcel  1 1  (R-2,  SAV) 


10  Central  Street 
140  Main  Street 
131  Main  Street 


Map  H-2A,  Parcel  37  (GI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  42  (GI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  42-1  (GI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  46  (R-2,  SAV) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  57  (GI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  64  (GI) 
Map  H-3,  Parcel  138  (LI) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  38  (LI,  SAV) 
Map  H-3  A,  Parcel  38-1  (LI,  SAV) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  39  (LI) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  47  (LI) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  48  (LI) 


25  Maple  Street 
1 1  Maple  Street 

I  Maple  Street 

26  School  Street 
113  Main  Street 
4  High  Street 

8 1  River  Street 

7  River  Street 

7  River  Street  (rear) 

I I  River  Street 
53  River  Street 
65  River  Street 


B.  Rezone  to  Residence  2  (R-2)  the  following  parcels  of  Ian 
identified  by  their  map  and  parcel  number  as  shown  in  th 
1994  Town  Atlas: 


Map  H-2A,  Parcel  58  (LI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  58-1  (LI) 
Map  H-2A,  Parcel  59  (LI) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  1  (R-2,  SAV) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  1-2  (R-2,  SAV) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  8  (SAV) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  9  (SAV) 
Map  H-3A,  Parcel  10  (R-2,  SAV) 


30  Stow  Street 

30  Stow  Street  (rear) 

24  Stow  Street 

34  School  Street 

40  School  Street  (rear) 

30  School  Street 

40  School  Street 

48  School  Street 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Ms.  Gokhale  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amendec 
as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  36     SOUTH  ACTON  VILLAGE  USE  REGU 
LATIONS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning 
Bylaw,  Section  3  as  follows: 

A.  Table  of  Principal  Uses.  Delete  the  SAV  column  undei 
the  heading  for  Village  Districts  and  replace  it  with  the  follow 
ing  new  SAV  column: 

(For  reference  purposes,  the  present  designation  is  shown 
in  brackets  where  changes  are  proposed  in  this  article.) 


PRINCIPAL  USE    VILLAGE  DISTRICTS 

SAV 

3.2  GENERAL  USES 

3.2.1  Agriculture  Y 

3.2.2  Conservation  Y 

3.2.3  Earth  Removal  N  [SPAJ 

3.2.4  Recreation  Y 
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1  1 
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Y 

T.J 
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1  A 

Nursing  Home 

SPS 

4. J 

Public  or  Private  Utility 

Facilities 

Y 

4.6 

Child  Care  Facility 

Y 
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BUSINESS  USES 

J.  1 

Retail  Store 

Y 

1  J.Z 
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Y 

J.J 

Financial 

Y 
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J.J 
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J.O 

Combined  Business 

and  Dwelling 

Y 
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Motor  Vehicle  Service 

Station  or  Car  Wash 

N 

[SPS] 

S  10 

.J.  1  7 

Motor  Vehicle  Repair 

or  Body  Shop 

N 

,  S  90 

J.ZU 

Light  Vehicular  and 

Equipment  Sales 

N 

;.5.2i 

Parkino  Facilitv 

N 

[Y] 

I  *  J 

INDUSTRIAL  USES 

t  «  1 

).D.  1 

Warehouse 

N 

).O.Z 

Mini-Warehouse 

N 

.0.0 

Construction  Yard 

N 

I  A  /I 

Lumber  Yard 

N 

>.D.  J 

Heating  Fuel  Sales 

and  Service 

N 

J  .V/. 

Light  Manufacturing 

SPS 

3.7  PROHIBITED  USES 


3.7.1 

Heavy  Manufacturing 

N 

3.7.2 

Storage 

N 

3.7.3 

Amusement 

N 

3.7.4 

General 

N 

3.7.5 

Heavy  Vehicular  Sales 

or  Repair  Garages 

N 

B.  In  Section  3.3.3,  last  sentence,  replace  the  words  "in  the 
WAV  District"  with  the  following  new  words: 

in  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts, 

C.  Delete  the  second  sentence  of  Section  3.5.5  and  replace  it 
with  a  new  sentence  as  follows: 

A  hotel,  inn  or  motel,  including  a  bed  &  breakfast  accom- 
modation in  the  NAV,  EAV  and  WAV  Districts  shall  have 
not  more  than  five  (5)  guest  rooms,  and  in  the  SAV  Dis- 
trict not  more  than  eight  (8)  guest  rooms. 

D.  Delete  the  .second  and  third  sentence  of  Section  3.5.6. 

E.  Add  at  the  end  of  Section  3.5. 1 7  the  following: 

In  the  SAV  District,  only  cinemas,  theaters  or  performing 
arts  shall  be  allowed. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLES?     SOUTH  ACTON  VILLAGE  DIMEN- 
SIONAL REGULATIONS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning 
Bylaw.  Section  5  as  follows: 

A.     Amend  the  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations  as 
follows: 

1.  Amend  the  line  for  SAV  to  read  as  follows:  (For 
reference  purposes,  the  present  requirements  are 
shown  in  brackets.) 


Minimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Minimum 

LOT 

Minimum 

Fronl 

Side  Si 

OPEN 

FLOOR 

Maximum 

Zoning 

LOT  Area 

FRONTAGE 

LOT  Widlh 

YjiiI 

Rejr  Yard 

SPACE 

AREA 

Height 

in  ^4]-  II. 

in  reel 

in  feel 

in  feci 

in  feel 

RATIO 

in  feel 

SAV 

NR 

NR 

NR 

lOIKIl 

III 

NR 

.:OII3l 

3fili:i 

liiuKmi 

|I(K1| 

1501 

13»1 

|35'<) 

1:01 

1361 

2.      Delete  the  first  sentence  in  footnote  ( 1 0)  and  replace 
with  a  new  sentence  as  follows: 
The  maximum  front  yard  shall  be  ten  feet  (10')  in 
the  WAV  District  and  twenty  feet  (20')  in  the  SAV 
District,  or  the  lesser  of  the  front  yards  of  the  two 
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BUILDINGS  or  STRUCTURES  on  either  side, 
whichever  is  the  least. 

3.  Delete  the  words  "In  the  West  Acton  Village"  from 
footnote  (12). 

4.  Add  a  new  footnote  ( 13)  as  follows: 

(13)  The  Maximum  Floor  Area  Ratio  (FAR)  may 
be  increased  to  .40,  provided  that  for  every 
square  foot  of  non-residential  NET  FLOOR 
AREA  built  above  FAR  of  .20  an  equal  amount 
or  more  of  habitable  residential  NET  FLOOR 
AREA  is  provided  simultaneously,  and  set 
aside  for  exclusive  residential  USE. 
B.     Amend  Section  5.5.2  as  follows: 

1.      Delete  the  SAV  column  in  the  table  of  Section  5.5.2 

and  replace  it  with  the  following  new  column: 
(For  reference  purposes,  the  present  maximum  is  shown 
in  brackets  where  changes  are  proposed.) 


PRINCIPAL  USES  VILLAGE  DISTRICTS 

SAV 


3.5.1 

Retail  Store 

3,000 

[5,000] 

3.5.2 

Business  or  Professional  Office 

3,000 

[5,000] 

3.5.3 

Financial 

3,000 

[5,000] 

3.5.4 

Restaurant 

5,000 

3.5.7 

Lodge  or  Club 

5,000 

[NR] 

3.5.9 

Veterinary  Care 

3,000 

[NR] 

3.5.11 

Personal  Services 

3,000 

3.5.12 

General  Services 

3,000 

3.5.13 

Studio 

NR 

3.5.14 

Building  Trade  Shop 

5,000 

3.5.15 

Commercial  Recreation 

NR 

3.5.17 

Amusement  Facility 

NR 

3.6.6 

Light  Manufacturing 

5,000 

[NR] 

2.      Delete  the  lines  from  the  end  of  the  table,  which  read 
as  follows: 

"Total  area  of  all  residential,  business  and/or  indus- 
trial USES  on  a  LOT    8,000    NR    NR  NR" 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Tolley  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as 
set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

VOTE:  Yes  -  60  No  - 13 

ARTICLE  38     PARKING  IN  THE  SOUTH  ACTON  VIL- 
LAGE DISTRICT 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  6  of 
the  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 


A.  In  Section  6.4,  delete  the  words  "Except  in  the  WAV  DiJ 
trict,"  and  replace  with  the  following  new  words: 

Except  in  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts,  ' 

B .  Delete  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  6.7  and  replace  it  wiv 
the  following  new  paragraph:  RTl' 
6.7  All  parking  lots  shall  be  designed  in  compliance  wili 
the  following  standards.  These  standards  shall  apply  I 
parking  lots  in  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts,  parking  lot 
serving  a  single  or  two  FAMILY  residential  USE,  parkir 
lots  serving  a  religious  USE,  and  parking  lots  for  up  to  II 
parking  spaces  serving  a  conservation  USE. 

C.  In  Section  6.8,  delete  the  words  "Except  in  the  WAV  Di:: 
trict,"  and  replace  with  the  following  new  words: 

Except  in  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts, 
and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Section  the  following: 

In  the  SAV  District,  structured  parking  shall  only  b 
allowed  if  incorporated  in  a  BUILDING  occupied  wit 
other  USES.  A  separate  detached  parking  STRUCTUR 
shall  only  be  permitted  if  it  qualifies  as  a  municipal  USF 

D.  In  Section  6.9.1,  6.9.1.1  and  6.9.1.2,  delete  the  wor 
"SAV". 

E.  In  Section  6.9.2,  insert  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  pan 
graph  the  following  words: 

WAV  and  SAV  Districts  - 
and  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  Districts"  and  replaq 
them  with  the  following  new  words: 

In  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts, 

F.  Delete  Section  6.9.2. 1 ,  and  replace  with  the  following  nei 
Section  6.9.2.1: 

6.9.2. 1  Required  off-STREET  parking  for  a  USE  ma 
be  provided  on  any  LOT  within  the  same  Zoning  Distric. 
as  the  USE,  but  not  necessarily  on  the  same  LOT  as  th 
USE. 

G.  In  Section  6.9.2.2,  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  District,' 

H.  In  Section  6.9.2.3,  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  District, 
in  both  locations  where  they  occur,  and  insert  in  the  plac 
where  they  occur  the  second  time  the  following  new  words 

in  the  same  Zoning  District, 

I.  In  Section  6.9.2.4,  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  District,' 
J.      In  Section  6.9.2.5,  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  District, 

and  the  words  "throughout  the  WAV  District"  and  replac-  / 
the  latter  with  the  following  new  words: 
throughout  the  same  Zoning  District 
K.     In  Sections  6.9.2.6  and  6.9.2.7,  delete  the  words  "in  thi 
WAV  District". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Ms.  Wargelin  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amendec 
as  set  forth  in  the  article,  except  to  delete  in  Part  B,  Section  6.7 
at  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence  the  words: 

"These  standards  shall  apply  ..." 

and  replace  them  with  the  words: 
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"These  standards  shall  not  apply 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ITICLE  39     SITE  PLAN  SPECIAL  PERMIT  IN  THE 
SOUTH  ACTON  VILLAGE  DISTRICT 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  10 
the  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

In  Section  10.4.1.1,  delete  the  words  "In  the  WAV  Dis- 
trict," and  replace  with: 

In  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts, 
Delete  Section  10.4. 3. 9,  and  replace  the  following  new 
Section  10.4.3.9: 

10.4.3.9  Special  Provisions  Applicable  to  the  WAV  and 
SAV  Districts  -  In  the  WAV  and  SAV  Districts,  the  design 
and  placement  of  BUILDINGS,  STRUCTURES  and  other 
site  improvements  shall  be  carefully  considered  to  ensure 
the  retention  and  enhancement  of  the  village  character  and 
environment.  Proposed  BUILDINGS  and  STRUCTURES 
.shall  be  related  harmoniously  to  the  terrain  and  to  the  scale 
and  architecture  of  existing  BUILDINGS  in  the  village, 
which  have  a  functional  or  visual  relationship  to  the  pro- 
posed BUILDINGS  or  STRUCTURES.  Proposed  BUILD- 
INGS and  STRUCTURES  shall  be  compatible  with  their 
surroundings  with  respect  to:  height;  facade  facing  the 
STREET;  rhythm  of  .solid  surfaces  and  openings;  spacing 
of  BUILDINGS  or  STRUCTURES;  roof  slopes;  and  scale. 
To  minimize  the  impact  of  mechanical  equipment  on  the 
village  environment  and  character,  window  air-condition- 
ing units,  condenser  elements,  and  heating  units  shall  not 
be  located  on  the  front  facades.  A  certificate  issued  by  the 
Acton  Historic  District  Commission  for  development  ac- 
tivity proposed  on  a  LOT  that  is  located  within  a  Local 
Historic  District  shall  be  deemed  to  satisfy  this  section. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Ms.  Molnar  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as 
i^et  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

VOTE:  Yes  -  50  No  - 1 


IRTICLE  40 


CONTINUANCE  OF  ZONING  COMPLI- 
ANCE FOLLOWING  MUNICIPAL  AC- 
QUISITION AND  USE 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  wilt  vote  to  amend  Section  8  of 
the  Zoning  Bylaw  by  inserting  the  following  new  sub-section  8.8 
as  follows: 

8.8  If  the  area,  FRONTAGE,  width  or  other  dimensions 
of  LOT,  parcel  or  TRACT  OF  LAND  is  decreased 
by  the  taking  or  acquisition  of  part  of  such  land  by 
the  Town  of  Acton  or  the  Water  Supply  District  of 
Acton  for  public  purposes,  no  existing  USE,  BUILD- 
ING, STRUCTURE  located  on,  or  dependent  upon 
the  existing  area  or  other  dimensions  of  such  LOT, 
parcel  or  TRACT  OF  LAND  for  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  this  Zoning  Bylaw,  shall  be  ren- 
dered non-complying  solely  by  reason  of  such  tak- 
ing or  acquisition. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Shupert  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

VOTE:  Yes  -  50  No  -4 

ARTICLE  41     AMENDED  SIGN  REGULATIONS 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  7  of 
the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  Amend  Section  7.2. 1 7  to  read  as  follows: 
WINDOW  SIGN  -  A  SIGN,  picture,  symbol  or  message 
visible  from  the  window's  exterior  side,  either  hung  or 
otherwise  attached  directly  to  the  inside  of  a  window,  or 
painted  or  etched  on  either  side  of  the  window  pane  or 
glass,  not  including  any  part  of  a  customary  window  dis- 
play of  merchandise  or  other  product. 

B.  Amend  the  lead  paragraph  of  Section  7.4  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

7.4  General  Regulations  -  Except  where  stated  oth- 
erwise, the  following  provisions  shall  apply  to 
SIGNS  in  all  Zoning  Districts. 

C.  Delete  Section  7.4.1  and  replace  with  new  Section  7.4.1 
as  follows: 

7.4.1  Design  -  In  the  Village  Districts  no  visible  por- 
tion or  exterior  surface  of  any  SIGN  shall  be  made 
of  plastic,  other  petroleum  based  product  or  sheet 
metal. 

D.  Add  to  the  lead  paragraph  of  Section  7.4.3.4  the  following 
sentence: 

"The  word  "opaque"  as  used  in  the  following  Sub-Sec- 
tions shall  mean  that  the  opaque  object  shall  appear  black 
when  the  sign  is  lit  at  night." 
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E.  Amend  Section  7.4. 3. 4. a)  to  read  as  follows: 
7.4.3.4.a)    NEON  SIGNS,  subject  to  Sections  7.5. 17  and 
7.12.1.7. 

(Note:  Section  7.5.17  is  a  new  section  inserted  by  part  H 
of  this  article.) 

F.  Amend  Section  7.4.5. 1  to  read  as  follows: 

7.4.5.1    Where  more  than  one  SIGN  is  permitted  for  a 

PRINCIPAL  USE,  a  combination  of  not  more  K. 
than  two  of  the  following  types  of  SIGNS  shall 
be  permitted  per  PRINCIPAL  USE:  WALL 
SIGN,  PROJECTING  SIGN,  AWNING  SIGN, 
and  FREESTANDING  SIGN;  not  including  any 
SIGN  which  does  not  require  a  SIGN  Permit  as 
listed  in  Section  7.5  or  an  off-premises  directional 
SIGN  permitted  under  Section  7.9  or  a  special 
event  SIGN  permitted  under  Section  7.10. 

G.  Add  new  Section  7.5. 1 1  to  read  as  follows:  L. 
7.5. 1 1  Residential  Development  SIGNS  -  A  SIGN  iden- 
tifying the  name  of  a  residential  development,  not 
exceeding  6  square  feet  in  DISPLAY  AREA.  If 
freestanding,  its  height  shall  not  exceed  4  feet 
above  ground  level,  and  if  mounted  to  the  exte- 
rior wall  of  a  BUILDING,  no  portion  thereof  shall 

be  higher  than  6  feet  from  the  ground.  Any  such 
SIGN  in  existence  prior  to  January  1 , 1 995,  which 
does  not  meet  these  standards  shall  nevertheless 
be  deemed  to  comply  herewith. 

and  re-number  current  Sections  7.5.1 1  -  7.5.16  to  become 

Sections  7.5.12  -  7.5.17,  respectively. 

H.  Add  new  Section  7.5. 17  as  follows: 

7.5.17  NEON  WINDOW  SIGNS  -  NEON  WIN- 
DOW SIGNS  in  the  Business,  Village,  Industrial,  and  Of- 
fice Districts  shall  not  require  a  SIGN  Permit  provided 
that  the  DISPLAY  AREA  shall  not  exceed  ten  square  feet 
or  cover  more  than  25%  of  the  window  in  which  they  are 
ERECTED,  whichever  is  less.  There  shall  be  not  more 
than  one  such  SIGN  allowed  per  PRINCIPAL  USE.  In  the 
Village  Districts  a  NEON  WINDOW  SIGN  may  only  be 
placed  in  a  ground  floor  window.  As  with  any  other  SIGN, 
a  NEON  WINDOW  SIGN  shall  not  be  illuminated  longer 
than  30  minutes  before  opening  or  after  closing  of  the  store 
or  business. 

and  re-number  the  current  Section  7.5.17  (re-numbered 
from  7.5.16  in  part  G  of  this  article)  to  become  Section 
7.5.18.  M. 

I.  Amend  Section  7.7.3  to  read  as  follows: 

7.7.3  An  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall  not  be  ERECTED 
within  6  inches  of  any  horizontal  edge  of  a  BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE  nor  extend  beyond  such  horizontal  edge. 
Except  for  AWNING  SIGNS,  an  EXTERIOR  SIGN  shall 
not  obscure  or  cover  architectural  features  such  as  but  not 
limited  to  arches,  sills,  eaves,  moldings,  cornices,  tran-  N. 
soms,  lintels  and  windows,  and  shall  not  be  ERECTED 
within  6  inches  from  any  such  architectural  features. 
J.  Amend  the  first  sentence  of  Section  7.8.5.2  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a  BUSINESS 
CENTER,  each  business  located  within  such  BUSINES! 
CENTER  may  display  its  identification  on  the  FREE 
STANDING  SIGN  together  with  the  identification  of  thi 
BUSINESS  CENTER,  provided  that  such  FREESTANK 
ING  SIGN  remains  of  integrated  and  coherent  design  aiuj 
complies  with  all  applicable  standards. 
Amend  the  first  sentence  of  Section  7.8.6.3  to  read  as 
lows: 

Where  a  FREESTANDING  SIGN  identifies  a  BUSINES!) 
CENTER,  each  business  located  within  such  BUSINES! 
CENTER  may  display  its  identification  on  the  FREE! 
STANDING  SIGN  together  with  the  identification  of  th4rtliii 
BUSINESS  CENTER,  provided  that  such  FREESTAND 
ING  SIGN  remains  of  integrated  and  coherent  design  am 
complies  with  all  applicable  standards. 
Amend  the  last  sentence  of  Section  7.10  to  read  as  foil 
lows: 

7.10  Special  Event  SIGNS  -  One  SIGN  may  b.jRTll 
ERECTED  to  announce  a  church  bazaar,  fair,  circus,  fes. 
tival,  business  or  shop  opening,  special  sale  by  a  store  o^ 
business,  or  similar  event.  Such  SIGN  shall  identify  thu 
event  and  the  date  of  the  event,  and  it  may  display  th( 
event's  sponsor,  organizer  or  main  feature.  It  shall  not  ex 
ceed  10  square  feed  in  DISPLAY  AREA  and  shall  bt. 
ERECTED  on  the  same  LOT  where  the  event  occurs.  Sucl" 
a  SIGN  shall  not  be  ERECTED  on  a  sidewalk,  walkwaj 
or  driveway,  nor  within  5  feet  from  the  sideline  of  i 
STREET  or  right  of  way  customarily  used  by  the  genera 
public.  Such  SIGN  shall  comply  with  all  provisions  o 
Sections  7.3  and  7.4,  but  it  shall  not  be  illuminated,  anc 
notwithstanding  Sections  7.3.4  and  7.3.6  it  may  be 
MOVABLE  SIGN  and  may  consist  of  a  flag  or  balloon,  O) 
may  be  decorated  with  ribbons,  flags,  streamers  or  bal 
loons  which  remain  reasonably  within  the  confines  of  the 
SIGN.  Such  a  SIGN  shall  not  be  ERECTED  sooner  than 
days  before  the  event  and  it  shall  be  removed  not  latei 
than  1  day  after  completion  of  the  event.  Only  one  such 
SIGN  shall  be  ERECTED  per  PRINCIPAL  USE  at  any 
given  time.  The  number  of  times  such  a  SIGN  may  be 
erected  shall  not  exceed  four  events  per  PRINCIPAL  USE 
and  calendar  year.  The  display  of  such  signs  shall  be  lim 
ited  to  28  days  per  PRINCIPAL  USE  for  each  calendai 
year. 

Amend  Section  7.12.1.1  to  read  as  follows: 
7. 1 2. 1 . 1  A  greater  number  of  SIGNS  than  allowed  un 
der  Sections  7.7  and  7.8,  but  not  more  than  one  SIGN  in 
addition  to  the  number  of  SIGNS  otherwise  permitted  per 
LOT  or  per  PRINCIPAL  USE,  as  the  Planning  Board  finds 
appropriate  lo  further  the  purpose  of  this  Section  as  statedl 
in  Section  7. 1 . 

Delete  Section  7.12.1 .7  and  replace  with: 
7.12.1 .7      Except  in  the  Village  Districts,  a  NEON  SIGN 
to  be  ERECTED  on  a  LOT  in  place  of  a  SIGN  otherwise 
permitted,  provided  it  features  an  individualized,  custom 
made  design  showing  only  a  drawing,  logo  symbol  or  i 


'B      lustration,  but  not  letters.  A  NEON  SIGN  hereunder  shall 
comply  with  all  applicable  dimensional  standards,  it  shall 

iE      be  composed  of  primarily  single  strand  glass  tubing  with 

fi      a  maximum  I  inch  diameter. 

Delete  Sections  7. 12.1.5  and  7.12. 1 . 1 1  and  re-number  the 

31      remaining  subsections  of  7. 1 2. 1  accordingly. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
MOTION: 

Mr.  Hill  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set 
rth  in  the  article. 

ai      MOTION  CARRIES. 

0  VOTE:  Yes  -  50  No  - 10 

t  mCLE  42*    AMENDED  COMMON  DRIVES  REGU- 

e  LATIONS 

«  (2/3  Vote  Required) 

h 

li  To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section 
\  S.1.5  of  the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

L     Amend  the  last  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  3.8. 1.5 
to  read  as  follows: 

Common  Drives  serving  more  than  two  LOTS  but  less 
than  six  LOTS  shall  also  require  a  special  permit  by  the 
Planning  Board  unless  they  are  in  compliance  with  the 
requirements  a)  through  q)  below.  All  Common  Drives 
shall  be  completed  prior  to  the  occupancy  of  any  DWELL- 
ING UNIT  served  by  the  Common  Drive. 
Amend  Section  3.8. 1 .5.f)  to  read  as  follows: 
f)  The  Common  Drive  shall  be  laid  out  entirely  within 
7  an  ACCESS  and  utility  easement  that  is  at  least  20 

1  feet  wide. 

ti .     Amend  Section  3.8. 1 .5  o)  to  read  as  follows: 
)       o)      A  sidewalk  shall  be  constructed  along  the  arterial 
:  and  collector  STREET  (arterial  and  collector 

STREET  as  defined  in  the  Acton  Subdivision  Rules 
and  Regulations)  FRONTAGE  of  all  LOTS  served 
by  the  Common  Drive,  except  where  a  sidewalk  al- 
ready exists.  The  sidewalk  shall  be  constructed  with 
a  paved  surface  consisting  of  a  minimum  of  2.5 
inches  of  Type  I  bituminous  concrete  over  3  inches 
processed  gravel  and  6  inches  of  bank  run  gravel  (or 
equivalent).  It  shall  be  at  least  5  feet  wide  and  shall 
follow  in  general  the  grade  of  the  STREET.  Where 
the  sidewalk  crosses  driveways  it  shall  have  wheel- 
chair ramps.  Where  the  sidewalk  does  not  connect 
with  another  sidewalk  it  shall  be  connected  to  the 
STREET  pavement  with  wheelchair  ramps.  Ease- 
ments or  additional  width  in  the  STREET  layout 
shall  be  provided  as  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
sidewalk. 


or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
Calendar) 

Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  43*    DRIVEWAYS  IN  THE  VILLAGE  RESI- 
DENTIAL (VR)  DISTRICT 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  Section  6  of 
the  Acton  Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

Add  new  Section  6.7.5  as  follows: 

6.7.5  Notwithstanding  the  requirements  for  ACCESS 
driveways  and  interior  driveways  set  forth  above, 
ACCESS  and  interior  driveways  in  the  Village 
Residential  District  shall  be  at  least  12  feet  wide. 

and  re-number  the  subsequent  Sections  accordingly. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
Calendar) 

Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  44     TRANSPORTATION  SERVICES 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton 
Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

A.  Amend  Section  3  -  Table  of  PRINCIPAL  USES  by  adding 
a  new  Section  3.5.22  -  Transportation  Services,  and  insert 
the  following  designations  for  Section  3.5.22:  in  the  col- 
umns GI  (General  Industrial  District)  and  IP  (Industrial 
Park  District)  insert  SPS  (Special  Permit  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  required);  in  the  column  SITE  PLAN  insert  R 
(required);  in  all  other  columns  insert  N  (not  allowed). 

B.  Amend  Section  3.5,  Business  Uses,  by  adding  a  new  Sec- 
tion 3.5.22  as  follows: 

3.5.22  Transportation  Services  -  The  parking  or  storage 
of  ground  transportation  vehicles  including  bu.ses, 
ambulances,  limousines,  taxies,  liveries,  wagons, 
or  carriages.  The  primary  purpo.se  of  the  business 
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shall  be  to  provide  transportation  services  to  pas- 
sengers. All  vehicles  stored  or  parked  upon  the  pre- 
mises shall  be  registered  or  licensed. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hill  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set 
forth  in  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  45  CHANGE  FLOOR  AREA  RATIO  LIMIT 
IN  THE  OFFICE  PARK  1  (OP-1)  DIS- 
TRICT 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  Acton 
Zoning  Bylaw  as  follows: 

In  Section  5  -  Table  of  Standard  Dimensional  Regulations, 
change  the  number  in  row  OP-1  and  column  MAXIMUM 
FLOOR  AREA  RATIO  from  .  10  to  .20. 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hill  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended  as  set 
forth  in  the  article,  except  to  insert  after  the  words  "MAXIMUM 
FLOOR  AREA  RATIO  from  .  10  to  .20"  the  following  footnote: 

"(14)  On  LOTS  within  the  OP-1  District,  which  on  April 
3,  1995,  were  held  in  common  ownership,  the 
FLOOR  AREA  RATIO  may  be  calculated  by  divid- 
ing the  sum  of  the  NET  FLOOR  AREA  of  all 
BUILDINGS  on  such  LOTS  by  the  DEVELOP- 
ABLE SITE  AREA  of  such  LOTS,  whether  or  not 
such  LOTS  are  contiguous  or  divided  by  a  STREET." 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

In  a  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  intended  motion  for 
Article  38  had  been  stated  correctly,  the  Moderator  asked  Voters 
to  reconsider  Article  38. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Kadlec  moves  to  reconsider  Article  38. 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

The  motion  to  Article  38  was  reiterated  as  follows: 
MOTION: 


Ms.  Wargelin  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amende 
as  set  forth  in  the  article,  except  to  delete  in  Part  B,  Section  6.  ilrf 
at  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence  the  words: 


I 


"These  standards  shall  apply  ..." 
and  replace  them  with  the  words: 

"These  standards  shall  not  apply  ..." 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  46*   AMEND  LOCAL  HISTORIC  DISTRIC 
BYLAW 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 


RTK 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  amendments  to  tlvj^ 
Town  of  Acton  Bylaws,  Chapter  P  -  Local  Historic  District  By 
law.  as  follows: 


Amend  Section  7.,  Procedures  for  Review  of  Applic; 
tions  by  the  addition  of  the  following  new  paragraph: 


I 

'9.1a 
layna 


,93  ai 


7.14  Nothing  contained  in  this  Bylaw  shall  be  deemed  t  29  a 
preclude  any  person  contemplating  construction  c  iied 
alteration  of  a  BUILDING  or  STRUCTURE  withi 
a  DISTRICT  from  consulting  informally  with  th 
COMMISSION  before  submitting  any  applicatio 
referred  to  in  this  Bylaw  on  any  matter  which  mighp, 
possibly  be  within  the  scope  of  the  Bylaw.  Nothin, 
contained  in  this  Bylaw  shall  be  deemed  to  precludig 
the  COMMISSION  from  offering  informal  advic  m 
to  a  potential  applicant  prior  to  receiving  an  appli  992 
cation.  However,  any  such  preliminary  advice  of 
fered  by  the  COMMISSION  shall  not  be  deemed  t.|992, 
set  a  precedent  nor  in  any  way  limit  the  COMMIS 
SION  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions  under  this  By 
law. 


clon 


13 
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Amend  Section  8,  by  the  addition  of  new  Section  8.6: 

8.6    The  COMMISSION  may  impose  requirements  on 
the  screening  and  location  of  above  ground 
features  of  septage  systems.  Such  requirements 
shall  not  conflict  with  requirements  of  the  Acton 
Board  of  Health. 

Amend  Section  9.  with  the  following. 

Amend  Section  9.3  as  follows: 

After  "unsafe"  insert,  "unhealthful," 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  hereto 
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•11  MOTION:  (This  motion  was  "held"  from  the  Consent 
»<  Jendar) 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

RTICLE  47*    ACCEPTANCE  OF  GIFTS  OF  LAND 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  gifts  the  following 
reels  of  vacant  land,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

IC 

1 )  From  LaSell  Realty  Corp.,  a  parcel  of  land  consisting 
9. 1  acres,  more  or  less,  located  near  Conant  Street,  at  the  Acton/ 
aynard  town  line,  designated  as  Plate  1-2,  Parcel  73,  for  Gen- 

ul  al  Municipal  Purposes. 

2)  From  Homer  C.  Feltus,  a  parcel  of  land  consisting  of 
93  acres,  more  or  less,  located  behind  158  Central  Street,  des- 

ic;  nated  as  Plate  G-2,  Parcel  103,  for  Cemetery  Purposes. 

3)  From  Barbara  Motley,  a  parcel  of  land  consisting  of 
dl  29  acres,  more  or  less,  located  at  114  School  Street,  desig- 
n(  ited  as  Plate  H-3,  Parcel  74,  for  General  Municipal  Purposes. 

il)  4)  From  Kavanagh  Homes,  Inc.,  the  land  situated  in 
10  cton,  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts,  being  shown  as  Lots 
ii,  4B,  6B,  7B,  83,  93,  103,  113,  and  123  on  a  subdivision 
in  an  entitled  "Meadow  View,  Acton,  Massachusetts"  (contain- 
ud  g  1 3  sheets),  drawn  by  Ralph  J.  3ibbo,  R.L.S.,  and  H20  Engi- 
icrering,  P.E.,  for  Warren  R.  and  Doris  Bolton,  dated  January  15, 
pli)92,  and  recorded  at  Book  22022,  Page  108  with  the  Middle- 
of  X  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  as  Plan  Number  358  of 
li()92,  in  consideration  of  One  Dollar  ($1.00),  for  Conservation 
IS  jrposes. 

iy 

5)  From  New  View  Neighborhood  Development  Corp., 

parcel  of  land  consisting  of  2.43  acres,  more  or  less,  located  at 
H-347  Central  Street,  designated  as  Plate  E-2,  Parcel  239,  and 
irther  described  as  Lot  1 1  on  a  plan  by  David  E.  Ross  Associ- 
m  es.  Inc.,  dated  April,  1993,  and  on  file  in  the  Acton  Engineer- 
g  Department  as  Plan  #3417  for  General  Municipal  Purposes. 

6)  From  Bentley  Building  Corp.,  a  parcel  of  vacant  land 
)ntaining  approximately  4.42  acres  and  shown  on  Town  Atlas 
lap  G-2  as  a  portion  of  Parcel  192  located  off  the  end  of  Over- 
'Ok  Drive  and  further  described  as  Parcel  A  on  the  plan  of  land 
ititled  "Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  of  Land,  McGovem  Es- 
tes.  Acton  MA"  dated  November  5, 1 993,  revised  through  April 

1994,  prepared  for  Kavanaugh  Homes,  Inc.,  by  LandTech 
onsultants.  Inc.,  for  General  Municipal  Purposes. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Lake  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 


CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  48*    MAIN  STREET  EASEMENT  -  YETMAN 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Will- 
iam E.  Yetman  and  Edward  Yetman,  Jr,  Trustees  of  Yetman  Re- 
alty Trust,  a  10  foot  wide  easement  on  their  property  at  263  Main 
Street  for  all  purposes  that  streets  and  ways  are  commonly  used 
in  the  Town  of  Acton,  being  further  described  in  a  Quitclaim 
Deed  to  the  Town  of  Acton  dated  June  16.  1994.  and  recorded  in 
the  Middlesex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  as  Document 
#517,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mrs.  Tavernier  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  49*    P.O.  SQUARE  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  EASE- 
MENTS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift  from  Roy  C. 
Smith.  Trustee  of  Acton  Technology  Park  Real  Estate  Trust.  First 
Phillips  Corp..  and  Bowmar/Ali.  Inc.,  three  easements  for  the 
operation  and  maintenance  of  traffic  signal  equipment,  one  on 
Post  Office  Square  Road,  one  on  property  at  I  Acton  Place  (526 
Main  Street)  and  one  on  property  of  Bowmar/Ali  (LAV  Tech- 
nologies) 531  Main  Street,  said  easements  being  further  de- 
scribed in  three  grants  of  easements  to  be  recorded  in  the  Middle- 
sex Registry  of  Deeds,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  MuUin  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

CONSENT  MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  50     STREET  ACCEPTANCE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  public  ways  the  following 
streets  or  portions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
according  to  plans  on  fde  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easement  in  said  streets  by 
eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  easements  for  drain- 
age, utility,  sidewalks,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said 
plans  or  described  in  the  Order  of  Layout: 

Maddy  Lane  —  From  the  northerly  sideline  of  School 
Street  a  distance  of  483  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion to  the  ea.sterly  sideline  of  a  70.00  foot  radius  cul-de-sac 
(including  the  cul-de-sac),  this  being  the  entire  road. 
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Nylander  Way  —  From  the  easterly  sideline  of  Main  Street 
a  distance  of  1,177  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  generally  northerly 
direction  to  the  end  of  a  T-shaped  turnaround  (including  the  turn- 
around), this  being  the  entire  road. 

Davis  Road  —  From  the  easterly  sideline  of  Great  Road  a 
distance  of  3,201  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  northerly  and  easterly 
direction  to  the  end  of  a  temporary  turnaround,  this  being  a  por- 
tion of  Davis  Road  in  this  subdivision, 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  that  the  Town  accept  Maddy  Lane, 
as  listed  in  this  article,  and  Davis  Road  from  the  easterly  side- 
line of  Great  Road  a  distance  of  1,300  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a 
northerly  and  easterly  direction,  this  being  a  portion  of  Davis 
Road  in  this  subdivision,  both  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Select- 
men according  to  the  plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easements 
for  drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans 
or  described  in  the  Orders  of  Layout. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  51     USE  OF  FUNDS  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX 
RATE 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  determine  an  amount  of  free  cash 
which  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for 
the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1995,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Mullin  moves  to  take  no  action. 
MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 
MOTION: 


p.m. 


Mr.  Lake  moves  to  dissolve  this  Town  Meeting  at  1 1 :37 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


The  tellers  at  these  meetings  were:  Head  Teller  William 
Reich,  Frida  Adams,  Richard  Becker,  William  Cady,  Isabella 
Choate,  Brewster  Conant,  Janice  Edry,  Eldon  Fisher,  Jean  Foley, 
Thomas  E.  Geagan,  Jr.,  Carolyn  Gray,  Charles  Kadlec,  Carol 
Lake,  Andrea  Miller,  Don  Perkins,  Catherine  Reich,  Loretta 
Roscoe,  Judith  Snell,  Charlene  Sotolongo,  Richard  Swenson, 
Cynthia  Torkelsen,  Allen  Warner,  Joan  Watson  and  William 
Watson. 


Article  46  of  the  Town  of  Acton  Bylaws,  (Chapter  P  -  "Lo- 
cal Historic  District  Bylaw"),  and  Articles  35,  36, 37, 38, 39, 40/ 
41,  42,  43,  44,  and  45  of  the  Zoning  Bylaws  were  approved  b) 
the  Attorney  General  on  May  5,  1995. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
HELD  APRIL  4, 1995   


Number  of  Registered  Voters 
attending  Town  Meeting: 


422 


Moderator  Donald  MacKenzie  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
7:35  P.M.  April  4,  1995. 

ARTICLE  1  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  FE 
NANCIAL  CONDITION  REPORTS  TC 
THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  byla 
as  follows: 


ITI 


i 


1. 


l.A 


IB 


l.C 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  direct  the  Regional  Schoo 
Committee,  or  its  designee,  to  submit  to  the  Finano 
Committee  a  quarterly  financial  report,  due  no  later  thai 
45  days  from  the  end  of  the  quarter,  making  the  Dec 
31  report  due  Feb.  15,  the  March  31  report  due  Mav 
15,  the  June  30  report  containing  all  fiscal  year  enn 
results  due  August  15,  and  the  Sept.  30  report  due  No\ 
15,  and  the  report  shall  give  an  accounting  of: 

All  Regional  School  Committee  revenue  of  whatevej 
type,  including  but  not  limited  to  tax  revenue,  receipt^ 
fees,  fines,  etc.,  receipts  of  all  revolving  funds,  enter 
prise  funds,  gifts,  grants,  trust  funds,  and  entrepreneur 
ial  activities,  and  giving  a  comparison  with  projecte 
revenue  for  the  current  fiscal  year;  I 

All  Regional  School  Committee  expenditures  of  what 
ever  type,  including  but  not  limited  to  expenses  charge 
to:  all  items  listed  in  the  revenue  accounting;  tax  re 
ceipts;  fees,  fines,  etc.  paid  to  the  Town;  all  revolvin 
funds;  all  enterprise  funds;  gifts  and  grants  to  the  Re 
gional  School  Committee;  all  entrepreneurial  activitie; 
and  giving  a  comparison  with  projected  expenditure  fc 
the  current  fiscal  year; 

The  current  balance  of  each  fund  maintained  by  th 
Regional  School  Committee,  including  but  not  limite 
to  all  general  funds,  all  revolving  funds,  all  enterpris 
funds,  all  gift  funds,  all  grant  funds,  all  entrepreneurii 
balances,  and  ail  trust  funds;  the  beginning  balance  c 
each  fund;  and  the  sources  and  uses  of  each  fund. 
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2.  The  format  of  the  Regional  School  Committee  FINAN- 
CIAL REPORT  TO  THE  FINCOM  shall;  include  a  pre- 
sentation reflecting  the  Regional  School  Committee  Ob- 
ject Budget,  that  is  present  spending  by  cost  code;  in- 
clude a  presentation  reflecting  the  Regional  School 
Committee  Departmental  Budget  with  all  Departmen- 
tal line  items;  substantially  reflect  all  revolving,  enter- 
prise, and  trust  funds;  substantially  reflect  all  spending 
authorized  by  Regional  School  Committee  Warrant  Ar- 
ticle; give  the  fiscal  year  beginning  balance  and  the 
current  balance  of  each  fund  reported;  and  provide  a 
means  to  compare  trends  in  revenue  and  spending  over 
a  time  period  of  at  least  five  years. 

3.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  make  all  reports  received 
under  this  article  available  to  the  public. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Kadlec  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

tTICLE  2  LOCAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  FINAN- 
CL^L  CONDITION  REPORTS  TO  THE 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  bylaw 
follows: 

1.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  direct  the  Local  School 
Committee,  or  its  designee,  to  submit  to  the  Finance 
Committee  a  quarterly  fmancial  report,  due  no  later  than 
45  days  from  the  end  of  the  quarter,  making  the  Dec. 
31  report  due  Feb.  15,  the  March  31  report  due  May 
15,  the  June  30  report  containing  all  fiscal  year  end 
results  due  August  15,  and  the  Sept.  30  report  due  Nov. 
15,  and  the  report  shall  give  an  accounting  of: 

I  .A  All  Local  School  Committee  revenue  of  whatever  type, 
including  but  not  limited  to  tax  revenue,  receipts,  fees, 
fines,  etc.,  receipts  of  all  revolving  funds,  enterprise 
funds,  gifts,  grants,  trust  funds,  and  entrepreneurial  ac- 
tivities, and  giving  a  comparison  with  projected  rev- 
enue for  the  current  fiscal  year; 

I  .B  All  Local  School  Committee  expenditures  of  whatever 
e  type,  including  but  not  limited  to  expenses  charged  to: 
«  all  items  listed  in  the  revenue  accounting;  tax  receipts; 
0  fees,  fines,  etc.  paid  to  the  Town;  all  revolving  funds; 
all  enterprise  funds;  gifts  and  grants  to  the  Local  School 
Committee;  all  entrepreneurial  activities,  and  giving  a 
,  comparison  with  projected  expenditure  for  the  current 
,i         fiscal  year; 

s 

J  l.C    The  current  balance  of  each  fund  maintained  by  the 
5         Local  School  Committee,  including  but  not  limited  to 
all  general  funds,  all  revolving  funds,  all  enterprise 


funds,  all  gift  funds,  all  grant  funds,  all  entrepreneurial 
balances,  and  all  trust  funds;  the  beginning  balance  of 
each  fund;  and  the  sources  and  u.ses  of  each  fund. 

2.  The  format  of  the  Local  School  Committee  FINAN- 
CIAL REPORT  TO  THE  FINCOM  shall:  mclude  a 
presentation  reflecting  the  Local  School  Committee 
Object  Budget,  that  is  present  spending  by  cost  code; 
include  a  presentation  reflecting  the  Local  School  Com- 
mittee Departmental  Budget  with  all  Departmental  line 
items;  substantially  reflect  all  revolving,  enterprise,  and 
trust  funds;  substantially  reflect  all  spending  authorized 
by  Local  School  Committee  Warrant  Article;  give  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  balance  and  the  current  balance 
of  each  fund  reported;  and  provide  a  means  to  compare 
trends  in  revenue  and  spending  over  a  time  period  of  at 
least  five  years. 

3.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  make  all  reports  received 
under  this  article  available  to  the  public. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Kadlec  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  3  TOWN  FINANCIAL  CONDITION  RE- 
PORTS TO  THE  FINANCE  COMMIT- 
TEE 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  bylaw 
as  follows: 

1.  The  Board  of  Selectmen,  or  its  designee,  shall  submit 
to  the  Finance  Committee  a  quarterly  financial  report, 
due  no  later  than  45  days  from  the  end  of  the  quarter, 
making  the  Dec.  31  report  due  Feb.  15,  the  March  31 
report  due  May  15,  the  June  30  report  containing  all 
fiscal  year  end  results  due  August  15,  and  the  Sept.  30 
report  due  Nov.  15,  and  the  report  shall  give  an  account- 
ing of: 

l.A  All  Town  revenue  of  whatever  type,  including  but  not 
limited  to  tax  revenue,  receipts,  fees,  fines,  etc.,  receipts 
of  all  revolving  funds,  enterprise  funds,  gifts,  grants, 
trust  funds,  and  entrepreneurial  activities,  and  giving  a 
comparison  with  projected  revenue  for  the  current  fis- 
cal year; 

1  .B  All  Town  expenditures  of  whatever  type,  including  but 
not  limited  to  expenses  charged  to:  all  items  listed  in 
the  revenue  accounting;  tax  receipts;  fees,  fines,  etc. 
paid  to  the  Town;  all  revolving  funds;  all  enterprise 
funds;  gifts  and  grants  to  the  Town;  all  entrepreneurial 
activities,  and  giving  a  comparison  with  projected  ex- 
penditure for  the  current  fiscal  year; 
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1.  C    The  current  balance  of  each  fund  maintained  by  the 

Town,  including  but  not  limited  to  all  general  funds,  all 
revolving  funds,  all  enterprise  funds,  all  gift  funds,  all 
grant  funds,  all  entrepreneurial  balances,  and  all  trust 
funds;  the  beginning  balance  of  each  fund;  and  the 
sources  and  uses  of  each  fund. 

2.  The  format  of  the  Town  HNANCIAL  REPORT  TO 
THE  FINCOM  shall:  include  a  presentation  reflecting 
the  Town  Object  Budget,  that  is  present  spending  by 
cost  code;  include  a  presentation  reflecting  the  Town 
Departmental  Budget  with  all  Departmental  line  items; 
substantially  reflect  all  revolving,  enterprise,  and  trust 
funds;  shall  substantially  reflect  all  spending  authorized 
by  Town  Warrant  Article;  shall  give  the  fiscal  year  be- 
ginning balance  and  the  current  balance  of  each  fund 
reported;  and  provide  a  means  to  compare  trends  in  rev- 
enue and  spending  over  a  time  period  of  at  least  five 
years. 

3.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  make  all  reports  received 
under  this  article  available  to  the  public. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Kadlec  moves  in  the  words  of  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  4      QUARTERLY  REPORTING  COSTS 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  cost  oj 
programming,  staffing  and  producing  detailed  Quarterly  Finan- 
cial Reports  to  the  Finance  Committee,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Lake  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION:  Mr.  Gilbert!  moves  to  dissolve  the  Special 
Town  Meeting  at  8:25  P.M. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
HELD  NOVEMBER  15, 1995 

Number  of  Registered  Voters 
attending  the  Town  Meeting 


Moderator  Donald  MacKenzie  called  the  meeting  to  oi 
der  at  7:30  p.m.  November  15,  1995 


ARTICLE  W     POWER  CONVERSION  FEASIBILIT 
STUDY 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


The  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Acton  authorize  and  appropri 
ate  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  up  to  $40,000.00  from  free  cas 
or  other  sources  for  the  performance  of  a  feasibility  study  of  th 
propo,sed  conversion  to  a  municipal  power  provider  for  the  Tow 
and  its  residents  and  businesses.  This  feasibility  study  shall  b 
contracted  for  through  normal  Town  government  procedure 
including  a  published  request  for  proposals  and  preparation  ofi 
supplementary  bidders  list.  Proposal  evaluation  and  contracts 
selection  shall  be  performed  by  the  Acton  Municipal  Power  Stud 
Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Town  Manager  or  his  autht, 
rized  representative. 

#SUBMITTED  BY  CITIZEN  PETITION 


MOTION: 

Mr.  Schwab  moves  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum 
$40,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  pu 
pose  of  conducting  a  feasibility  study  concerning  the  conve 
sion  to  a  municipal  power  distribution  system  as  described 
this  article;  and  to  raise  such  amount,  $40,000.00  be  transferre 
from  Free  Cash. 


lire 
:sif 


MOTION  LOST. 


an] 
jithi 


ARTICLE  2#     INITIATE  CONVERSION  TO  A  Mir 
NICIPAL  POWER  ORGANIZATION 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


The  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Acton  seek  to  initiate  the  co 
version  to  a  municipal  power  organization  and  discontinue  tl 
taking  of  electric  power  from  the  Boston  Edison  Company  with 
the  Town's  jurisdiction.  The  vote  on  this  article  shall  be  consi 
ered  to  be  the  first  of  two  required  votes  as  required  by  M.G. 
Chapter  164,  Section  36. 


#SUBMITTED  BY  CITIZEN  PETITION 


MOTION: 


'I  of, 
tfor 
caiei 
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Mr.  Schwab  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

mCLE  3#     FORMATION  OF  ACTON  MUNICIPAL 
POWER  TRANSITION  COMMITTEE 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

The  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Acton  authorize  the  formation 
an  Acton  Municipal  Power  Transition  Committee  upon  the 
leduled  termination  of  the  Acton  Municipal  Power  Study 
•mmittee  on  June  30,  1996.  This  Transition  Committee  shall 
(  nsist  of  no  fewer  than  five  (5)  nor  greater  than  eleven  (11) 
;mbers  who  are  registered  voters  in  Acton.  Applications  for 
s  committee  shall  be  screened  by  the  V.C.C.  ( Volunteer  Coor- 
lating  Committee)  and  appointed  by  the  Selectmen. 

#SUBMITTED  BY  CITIZEN  PETITION 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Schwab  moves  to  take  no  action. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

mCLE  4#     ACQUISITION  OF  CAMP  ACTON 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  or  otherwise  ac- 
ire  the  land  known  as  Camp  Acton,  said  land  being  on  the 
;sterly  side  of  Pope  Road,  bordered  by  Spring  Hill  Conserva- 
*n  Area,  containing  59  acres,  more  or  less,  and  being  more 
ily  described  in  a  deed  recorded  in  Middlesex  South  Registry 
)ok  No.  6283,  pages  334  and  335;  and  to  raise  and  appropri- 
j  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $400,000.00, 
any  other  sum,  for  such  purchase  and  other  expenses  inciden- 

'IT 

thereto;  and  authorize  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager  to 
te  all  action  necessary  to  effectuate  such  purchase;  and  autho- 
e  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  any  reimburse- 
?nt  available  for  such  purpose  from  the  Commonwealth  under 
^j,  .G.L.  C.132A. 

#SUBMITTED  BY  CITIZEN  PETITION 

MOTION: 

CO 

ell 

il^      Ms.  Golden  moves  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $400,000.00 

be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  of  a  par- 
Q  1  of  land  known  as  Camp  Acton  for  Conservation  purposes  as 
i  forth  in  MGL  Chapter  40  s.  8c  as  amended.  Said  land  being 
;ated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Pope  Road  being  fully  described 
a  deed  recorded  in  Middlesex  South  Registry  Book  No.  6283 
ges  334  and  335;  and  to  raise  such  amount,  $400,000.00  be 
insferred  from  Free  Cash;  and  authorize  the  Conservation 
)mmission  to  contract  for  any  reimbursement  available  for  such 
rpose  from  the  Commonwealth  under  MGL  c.  132A. 


MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLES      ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  ADDI- 
TIONAL APPROPRIATION 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  appropriate 
from  available  funds,  or  appropriate  from  anticipated  State  Aid, 
the  sum  of  $98,500.00  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  funds  ap- 
propriated under  the  current  fiscal  year  budget  to  be  used  during 
the  current  fiscal  year,  or  lake  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Aronson  moves  to  appropriate  from  state  funds  an 
additional  sum  of  $98,500.00  for  the  Acton  Public  School  Sys- 
tem for  the  period  of  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  6  ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  REGIONAL 
SCHOOLS'  INCREASED  ASSESSMENT 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  rai.se  and  appropriate,  or  appropri- 
ate from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $18,070.00  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  funds  appropriated  under  the  current  fiscal  year 
assessment  to  be  used  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Ms.  Stuntz  moves  than  an  additional  Acton-Boxborough 
School  Assessment  for  the  period  of  July  1,  1995  to  June  30, 
1996,  in  the  amount  of  $18,070.00,  be  raised  and  appropriated 
in  its  entirety. 

MOTION  CARRIES. 

ARTICLE  7  DOUGLAS  AT  DAWN  SELF-FUNDING 
PROGRAM 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  revolving  fund 
under  M.G.L.  c.44.  Section  53E  1/2,  for  fiscal  year  1996  for  the 
Douglas  School  at  Dawn  Program  and  to  credit  such  Fund  with 
all  fees  and  charges  received  for  such  program  during  the  fiscal 
year  and  to  authorize  the  School  Committee  to  expend  up  to 
$20,000.00  for  such  purposes  without  further  appropriation,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Aronson  moves  that  a  revolving  fund  for  the  "Dou- 
glas at  Dawn"  program  be  established  for  the  period  of  July  1 , 
1995  to  June  30,  1996  in  the  amount  and  for  the  purposes  as  set 
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forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  8       MERRIAM  AFTERNOONS  SELF-FUND- 
ING PROGRAM 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  revolving  fund 
under  G.L.c.44,  Section  53E  1/2,  for  fiscal  year  1996  for  the 
Merriam  Afternoons  Program  and  to  credit  such  Fund  with  all 
fees  and  charges  received  for  such  program  during  the  fiscal 
year  and  to  authorize  the  School  Committee  to  expend  up  to 
$30,000.00  for  such  purposes  without  further  appropriation,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Aronson  moves  that  a  revolving  fund  for  the  "Merriam 
Afternoons"  program  be  established  for  the  period  of  July  1, 
1995  to  June  30,  1996  in  the  amount  and  for  the  purposes  as  set 
forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  9      GATES  AMAZING  MORNINGS  SELF- 
FUNDING  PROGRAM 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  revolving  fund 
under  M.G.L.  c.  44,  Section  53E  1/2,  for  fiscal  year  1996  for  the 
Gates  Amazing  Mornings  Program  and  to  credit  such  Fund  with 
all  fees  and  charges  received  for  such  program  during  the  fiscal 
year  and  to  authorize  the  School  Committee  to  expend  up  to 
$20,000.00  for  such  purposes  without  further  appropriation,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Aronson  moves  that  a  revolving  fund  for  the  "Gates 
Amazing  Mornings"  program  be  established  for  the  period  of 
July  1, 1995  to  June  30,  1996  in  the  amount  and  for  the  purpo.ses 
as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  10 


STREET  ACCEPTANCE 
(2/3  Vote  Required) 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  as  a  public  way  the  follow- 
ing -Street  or  portion  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Select- 
men according  to  plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  autho- 
rize the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easement  in  said 
street  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwi.se,  including  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  sidewalks,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on 
said  plans  or  described  in  the  Order  of  Layout: 


Nylander  Way  -  From  the  easterly  sideline  of  Main  Streeli 
a  distance  of  1,177  feet,  more  or  less,  in  a  generally  northerly 
direction  to  the  end  of  a  T-shaped  turnaround  (including  the  tunw  it( 
around),  this  being  the  entire  road,  or  take  any  other  action  rel; 
live  thereto. 

MOTION: 

Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  Town  accept  as  a  public  waj 
the  street  listed  in  the  article,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Select  u 
men  according  to  the  plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  au 
thorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easements  fo 
drainage,  utility  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plan  o 
described  in  the  Order  of  Layout. 


MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  11     SELECTMEN  AS  SEWER  COMMIS- 
SIONERS 

(Majority  Vote  Required) 


r 


Irae 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  put  a  ballot  question  on  thu 
warrant  for  the  annual  Town  meeting  to  authorize  the  Selectmei 
to  act  as  Sewer  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  c.41i 
Section  21,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


MOTION: 


Mr.  Hunter  moves  that  the  question  whether  the  Selecl 
men  shall  act  as  Sewer  Commissioners  be  put  on  the  ballot  fc  \j\ 
the  annual  Town  meeting. 


MOTION  CARRIES. 


ARTICLE  12 


RESOLUTION  APPROVING  COMipj 
MENCEMENT  OF  SOUTH  ACTON  CEN , 
TER/MILL  CORNER  SEWER  DESIGN^o^^ 
(Majority  Vote  Required) 


WHEREAS  the  Town  of  Acton  has  accepted  the  Supple 
mental  201  Facilities  Plan,  dated  1985,  which  determined  th, 
need  for  sewers  in  South  Acton  Center  and; 


WHEREAS  the  Town's  consultant,  SEA,  has  complete 
the  South  Acton  Wastewater  Feasibility  Study  Final  Report,  date 
August  1995,  which  determined  that  it  is  feasible  to  construct 
small  treatment  plant,  similar  to  other  facilities  in  Town,  an 
convert  the  Mill  Comer  Condominium's  current  septic  leachin 
field  to  a  wastewater  plant  discharge  infiltration  field,  in  orde 
to  provide  sewer  service  to  a  portion  of  South  Acton  Center; 

NOW  THEREFORE  the  citizens  of  Acton  hereby  resolv 
that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  should  utilize  an  appropriate  po) 
tion  of  the  $142,662.60  from  the  Great  Hill  Developmer 
(Slattery)  gift  fund,  provided  by  the  earlier  developer  of  what 
known  as  Mill  Comer,  to  pay  for  engineering  and  design  sei 
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es  for  a  sewage  treatment  and  disposal  facility  to  serve  South 
\  ton,  the  designer  being  chosen  by  a  Design  Selection  Com- 
h  ;tee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  upon  the  comple- 
1|  1  of  a  Request  for  Qualifications/Request  for  Proposals  pro- 
(  s,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION: 

*'      Mr.  Hunter  moves  to  adopt  the  resolution  set  forth  in  the 

S  rrant. 

i 

'      MOTION  CARRIES. 

m 

LTICLE  13*    SCHOOL  STREET  SIDEWALK  EASE- 
MENT -  FINNEAULT 
;  (Majority  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift,  from  Gary 
'.  and  Jane  L.  Finneault  of  1  Piper  Road,  an  easement  at  the 
:  Tier  of  Piper  Road  and  School  Street  for  sidewalk  purposes, 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ll 

If  MOTION: 

i 

Mr.  Friedrichs  moves  to  accept  with  thanks  the  gift  of 
easement  as  set  forth  in  the  warrant. 

MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

'  ITICLE  14*    REZONE  ACTON  WATER  DISTRICT 
LAND 

(2/3  Vote  Required) 

To  see  if  the  Town  of  Acton  will  vote  to  amend  the  zoning 
^  p  by  rezoning  from  the  Agriculture,  Recreation,  Conserva- 
n  District  (ARC)  to  the  Residence  10/8  District  (R-10/8)  the 
lowing  area  of  land: 

Lot  B  as  shown  on  a  proposed  plan  of  land  in  Acton,  Mas- 
pli  ^husetts,  prepared  by  Stamski  and  McNary,  Inc.  for  the  Water 
It  pply  District  of  Acton,  dated  January  30,  1995.  Said  Lot  B  is 
.3  ±  acre  portion  at  the  southerly  end  of  Parcel  8  on  page  C-3 
shown  on  the  1995  Acton  Town  Atlas,  the  street  address  of 
reel  8  is  271-297  Nagog  Hill  Road,  or  take  any  other  action 
ative  thereto. 

lit 

M  MOTION: 

iin 

rJi  Mr.  Niemyski  moves  that  the  Zoning  Bylaw  be  amended 
■:  set  forth  in  the  article. 

5lv     MOTION  CARRIES  UNANIMOUSLY. 

po 

isi     Tellers  for  Special  Town  Meeting,  November  15,  1995 

al 


Head  Teller,  Belle  Choate,  Bill  Cady,  Bill  Watson,  Connie 
Huber,  Andrea  Miller,  Brewster  Conanl,  Carol  Lake,  Moe  Joyal, 
Loretta  Roscoe,  Phil  Lemieux,  Charles  Kadlec,  Jean  Schmezer, 
Joan  Watson,  Ed  Richter,  Tom  Geagan,  Carolyn  Gray,  Jean  Foley, 
Al  Warner,  Paula  Bushkof  and  Betty  Ann  Duggan. 


Day  of  Caring 
Citizens'  Library 
Weeding:  Rear  L  to  R  —  Doug  Miller,  Carla  Bacharach. 
Front:  Jordan  and  Ryan  Bacharach 
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TOWN  ELECTION  AND  STATISTICS 


MARCH  28,  1995 
ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED  VOTERS  10,458 
TURNOUT  16.6 


Water  Supply  District  of  Acton 


Moderator  (One) 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

41 

66 

108 

67 

76 

358 

Charles  E.  Orcutt,  Jr. 

150 

297 

380 

267 

278 

1,372 

Write-in: 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

Commissioner  (One) 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

43 

73 

113 

11 

86 

392 

Ronald  R.  Parenti 

148 

290 

375 

256 

268 

1,337 

Write-in: 

A 
U 

1 

U 

1 
1 

u 

z 

Total 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

Clerk  (One) 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

42 

70 

108 

11 

87 

384 

Jane  A.  Cutler 

147 

293 

379 

257 

267 

1,343 

Write-in: 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Total 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

Moderator  (One) 

PCT  1 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

20 

49 

64 

42 

A  A 

44 

219 

Donald  MacKenzie 

170 

314 

423 

292 

309 

1,508 

Write-in: 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

Total 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

Selectman  (Two) 

PCT  1 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

60 

106 

144 

111 

95 

516 

William  C.  Mullin 

107 

225 

318 

197 

230 

1,077 

Lawrence  E.  Barrett 

11 

36 

30 

29 

23 

129 

Herman  Kabakoff 

98 

189 

264 

163 

213 

927 

Diane  Poulos-Harpell 

78 

114 

135 

102 

106 

535 

Thomas  J.  Rogers 

27 

58 

85 

64 

41 

275 

Write-in: 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

Total 

382 

728 

976 

668 

708 

3,462 

School  Committee  (Two) 

PCTl 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

54 

89 

104 

87 

11 

411 

Richard  "Rick"  Sawyer 

52 

124 

168 

116 

121 

581 

Alice  "Micki"  Williams 

69 

136 

175 

129 

170 

679 

Nancy  H.  Banks 

134 

241 

327 

216 

215 

1,133 

Mary  Ann  Crosby 

71 

138 

200 

120 

124 

653 

Write-in: 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

5 

Total 

382 

728 

976 

668 

708 

3,462 

88 


lustee-Memorial  Library 

Blanks 

David  W.  Didriksen 
Write-in: 
Total 

i'ton  Housing  Authority 

Blanks 

Wanda  Sharpe 
Write-in: 
Total 


anks 

s 

tal 


PCT  1 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

% 

40 

72 

111 

73 

91 

387 

22.4 

151 

291 

375 

261 

262 

1,340 

77.4 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

0.2 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

PCT  1 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

% 

46 

97 

131 

83 

99 

456 

26.3 

143 

266 

357 

249 

255 

1,270 

73.4 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

5 

0.3 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

of  the  Acton  Town  Charter  be  amended  to  provide  that  the  Planning  Board, 

in  addition  to  its  regular 

members  pursuant  to  M.G.L., 

Chapter  40A,  Section  9? 

PCT  1 

PCT2 

PCT3 

PCT4 

PCT5 

TOTAL 

% 

26 

62 

73 

42 

56 

259 

15.0 

139 

243 

362 

238 

263 

1,245 

71.9 

26 

59 

53 

54 

35 

227 

13.1 

191 

364 

488 

334 

354 

1,731 

ITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  Recorded 

258 

Deaths  Recorded 

115 

Marriages 

132 

DEATHS 

ite 

Name 

Age 

1.  8 

Perry,  Dora. 

91 

>.12 

Turner,  Janis 

43 

1.  14 

Salzmann,  Joyce  C. 

62 

1.  15 

Eveleth,  Ruth 

89 

1.  16 

Cabral,  Edward  Anthony 

76 

1.  16 

Jesudian,  Quentin  Zacharias 

73 

1.  17 

Cirino,  Andoni 

87 

1.  23 

Li,  Tianchou 

67 

1.  23 

Wessel,  Marie  Emily 

82 

1.  27 

Schnacky,  Jean  May 

70 

1.  28 

Morrissette,  Alexander  A. 

81 

1.  28 

Osbom,  Stanley  H.,  Jr. 

70 

1.  29 

Pekkala,  Arnold  Viljo 

48 

1.  29 

Sinclair,  John  M. 

83 

b.  5 

L' Homme,  Grace  A. 

94 

b.  7 

McMenimen,  George 

82 

b.  13 

Brown,  Mildred  E. 

95 

b.  16 

Fassbender,  Eunice 

70 

b.  16 

Olson,  Carl  L. 

62 

b.  19 

Ring,  Mary  Frances 

90 

b.  20 

Willard,  Francis  Henry,  Jr. 

87 

Date 

Name 

Mar.  2 

Gross,  Martin  C. 

52 

Mar.  2 

Landry,  Millard  J. 

87 

Mar.  3 

Nelson,  Barbara  Gladys 

61 

Mar.  3 

Wallace,  Beatrice  A. 

67 

Mar.  12 

Seavey,  Morton  Rice 

92 

Mar.  14 

Hollywood,  Dorothy  M. 

81 

Mar.  16 

Gamett,  Joan  E. 

52 

Mar.  20 

Comeau,  Marie  Rose 

94 

Mar.  27 

Dunphy,  John  E.,  Jr. 

61 

Mar.  27 

Larkin,  Phyllis 

89 

Mar.  28 

McMakin,  Mary  Anna 

94 

Apr.  4 

Brandt,  Timothy  a. 

53 

Apr.  7 

Godfrey,  Elsie  M. 

82 

Apr.  9 

Eriksen,  Tillie  O. 

90 

Apr.  10 

Lee,  Lillian  L. 

64 

Apr.  10 

Romaine,  Susan  N. 

75 

Apr.  10 

Taggert,  Edna 

85 

Apr.  14 

Locke,  Marjorie  Pingree 

75 

Apr.  16 

Hull,  Stella 

88 

Apr.  19 

Haley,  Mary  G. 

89 

Apr.  20 

Nelson,  Roy  A. 

68 

Apr.  22 

Mackey,  Catherine  Elizabeth 

89 

May  1 

Campbell,  Roger  Thomas 

79 

May  1 

Munroe,  Darrell  F. 

92 

May  5 

Mueller,  Emma  Jane 

90 

May  6 

Drury,  Jean  E. 

69 

89 


Date 

Name 

Aee 

Date 

Name 

Ase 

May  1 1 

Royston,  Lydia  L. 

84 

Nov.  1 

fiuthrie  Roper  I 

84 

I- 

May  15 

Stevens,  Flora 

80 

Nov.  6 

Kavanaugh,  Mary  McLaughlin 

90 

May  15 

Walker  Helen 

82 

Nov.  7 

I  arsen  Frances  Rumett 

73 

^l 
\ 

May  18 

Newsham  CJrace  Fvelvn 

96 

Nov.  14 

Hodfes  Donnie  I  nii 

58 

May  18 

Putonen  Frances  I  illisn 

83 

Nov.  21 

Rnrhe  Helen  M 

91 

H 

May  19 

Cunningham  I  eo  C 

77 

Nov.  23 

Haainnd  Esther 

92 

May  20 

Athom,  Edward 

85 

Nov.  25 

Garlick,  Dorothy  M. 

97 

« 

1 

May  22 

Tucker,  David  J. 

58 

Nov.  25 

Tead,  Donald  K. 

77 

May  26 

Lehto,  Stella 

91 

Nov.  28 

Szidat,  Stanley 

69 

s 

May  27 

Diskin,  Mary,  Constance 

51 

i 

May  28 

Harrino  Mildred  P 

K  A  UI  I  11              1  •  »  1  lUI  Wu    1  I 

85 

Dec.  2 

Davennort  Martha  P 

86 

May  28 

Smith,  Alice  Mae 

76 

Dec.  7 
Dec.  8 

Andersen,  Margaret 
Marshall,  John  J.,  Jr. 

88 
61 

I 
it 

June  14 

Cornelius  Peter  Michael 

46 

Dec.  12 

Roberts  Adaline  F 

82 

G 

June  14 

Landry,  Mary  Ellen 

81 

Dec.  14 

Duhamel,  Robert  R. 

60 

June  16 

Lake,  Norman  D. 

61 

Dec.  17 

O'Buck,  Michael 

77 

i 

June  25 

Croft,  Mildred  E. 

82 

Dec.  22 

Lich,  LeRoy  J. 

52 

June  26 

Mink,  Charlotte 

92 

Dec.  23 

Langley,  Mildred  L. 

91 

ie 

July  1 

McDonald,  Elizabeth  M. 

86 

rr 

July  6 

Hawkes,  John  S. 

49 

REGISTERED  VOTER  STATISTICS 

Iiilv  1? 
J ui  y  I *T 

rial        JctlllCd  r. 
rxcIIIcldlK,  JUaCUIl  IN.. 

S7 

OO 

AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 1995 

Iiilv  17 

J  UI y  I  / 

ivnnrw/    Tr»cp  r\h  i  n  p 

IVclIlVJV,  JUoCplllllC 

ou 

July  19 

MacNpil  Rlanrhf*  Vprnnir;^ 

1 VI  CtV  1  ^  W  1  J  f    U  lUll^llw  TVp.'IWlJl^U 

97 

Registered  Democrats 

2,121 

July  26 

Belair,  Bertha  M. 

84 

Registered  Republicans 

1,579 

:o 

July  29 

Bayley,  Christine  D. 

96 

Registered  Unenrolled 

6,981 

July  30 

Coughlan,  Eleanor  P. 

61 

Registered  Other 

5 

ier 

Au2  3 

Phillips,  Marion  W. 

98 

Total  Registered  Voters 

10,686 

\t 

Aue  4 

MacMaster,  Donald  S. 

59 

Aug.  10 

Silveira,  Anna  F. 

96 

Total  Population 

18,517 

Aug.  12 

De7utfer  Olenice  I  onise 

64 

Aug.  18 

CanoncT  Paiilinf*  P 

81 

Aug.  18 

Reznek,  Lena  G. 

89 

Aug.  24 

Holmes,  Burton  H. 

80 

Aug.  27 

Cheung,  Saukam 

101 

:ie 

Aug.  3 1 

Charron,  John  T. 

75 

Sept.  3 

Jenks  McNiff,  Mabel  Jeanne 

71 

h 

Sept.  9 

Mariani,  Adams  J. 

81 

Sept.  11 

Drimusz,  Eva 

40 

Sept.  1 1 

Plummer,  Priscilla 

71 

0 

Sept.  16 

Famham,  Amy 

88 

list 

Sent  18 

O'Rnpn  T  niiisp  C 

98 

Sept.  27 

Curran,  Mary  L. 

85 

Sept.  28 

Freese,  Esther  0. 

96 

fly 

Sept.  30 

Penton  Wavne  T 

45 

Oct.  3 

Rowrv  Allnn  Cir^nt 

73 

Oct.  7 

firaham  Alicp  C 

\^  1  UlIUlll  i^V  11^^  . 

90 

1 

Oct.  9 

Scanzano,  Isabella  G. 

81 

i 

Oct.  19 

L^iil  lUC       i VI til  1^1 1 

84 

Oct.  26 

McHugh,  Donald  E. 

71 

Oct.  29 

Marks,  Thomas  P. 

70 

90 


 ACTON  INFORMATION 

NATIONAL,  STATE,  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIALS  


^resident 

/ice-President 

ienators  in  Congress 

ith  Congressional  District 

Representative  in  Congress 
ith  Congressional  District 

jovernor 

Jeutenant  Governor 
iecretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Teasurer  and  Receiver  General 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
attorney  General 

[Councillor,  3rd  Councillor  District 

lenator,  MiddlesexAVorcester  District 

Lepresentative  in  General  Court 

4th  Middlesex  Representative  District 

'ounty  Commissioners 

;!lerk  of  Superior  Courts,  Middlesex  County 
Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  South  District 
-ounty  Treasurer 
Register  of  Probate 
)istrict  Attorney 
'ounty  Sheriff 


Bill  Clinton 

Al  Gore 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 
John  F.  Kerry 

Martin  T.  Meehan 

William  F.  Weld 
Argeo  Paul  Cellucci 
William  Francis  Galvin 
Joseph  D.  Malone 
Joseph  DeNucci 
L.  Scott  Harshbarger 
Robert  B.  Kennedy 
Robert  A.  Durand 
Pamela  P.  Resor 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 

Thomas  J.  Larkin 
Edward  J.  Kennedy 
Francis  X.  Flaherty 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 
Eugene  C.  Brune 

James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 

Donna  M.  Lambert 
Thomas  F.  Reilly 
Brad  Bailey 


91 


ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 


Donald  MacKenzie 


MODERATOR 


SELECTMEN 


F.  Dore  Hunter 
Nancy  Tavernier 
Wayne  L.  Friedrichs 
William  C.  Mullin 
Herman  Kabakoff 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEES 

Stephen  M.  Aronson 
Jean  Butler 
Pamela  Harting-Barrat 
Lees  Stuntz 

Alice  "Micki"  Williams 
Nancy  Banks 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Robert  Ferrara 
Loretta  Roscoe 
David  W.  Didriksen 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Barbara  S.  Yates 

Jean  B.  Schoch 

Thomas  M.  Dill 

John  Noun  (state  appointee) 

Wanda  Sharpe 


1996 


1996 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1998 


1996 
1996 
1997 
1997 
1998 
1998 


1996 
1997 
1998 


1996 
1997 
1998 
1998 
2000 


TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON  FIREMAN'S 
RELIEF  FUND 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor'  1996 
Edward  Bennett  1997 
Frederick  A.  Harris  1998 


TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON'S  FIREMAN'S  RELIEF 
FUND 


William  Klauer 
Allen  Nelson 
Joseph  A.  Conquest 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE 
GOODNOW  FUND 

Shirley  Towie 
Mabel  Grekula 
Frances  S.  Moretti 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH 
WHITE  FUND 

John  Powers 
Edwin  Miller 
Cornelia  O.  Huber 


1996 

1997 
1998 


1996 
1997 
1998 


1996 
1997 
1998 


TRUSTEES  OF  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 

Robert  Loomis 
Madeline  Kaduboski 
Virginia  Rhude 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE 
BY  MODERATOR 


19961 
19971 
19981 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 


•in 


Thomas  Mackey 

1996! 

Rheta  Roeber 

Sharron  Gaudet 

1997ltt 

David  Steinhilper 

I997na. 

Sidney  Johnston 

1997 

Robert  Miller 

1997 

Jean  Sifleet 

199S 

Charles  Olmstead 

1998 

MINUTEMAN  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Robert  A.  Wi Use  199-^ 


ay 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
SELECTMEN 


REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 

Frederick  Bubier  Maureen  Pasili 

Evelyn  Olschewski 


DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE 
and  TOWN  TREASURER 


Anthony  Rassias 


Don  P.  Johnson 


Catherine  Belbin 


Anthony  Rassias 


TOWN  MANAGER 
Three  year  appointment 

TOWN  CLERK 
Three  Year  Appointment 

TOWN  COLLECTOR 


199! 


199< 


ime 
Ifre 
liari 
err 


rew 

hi 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 
John  Murray  III 


iter, 
iida 
orer 


92 


TOWN  COUNSEL 


ilmer  and  Dodge 


Thistle  Cone 

Siegfried  Mayr  (Assoc.) 


1997 
1996 


BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Three  Year  appointment 
Three  Members  —  3  Alternates 

cholas  Miller 
iter  Berry 
uncan  Wood 
net  Clark  (Alt.) 
arion  Maxwell  (Alt.) 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members  —  2  Alternates 

mes  Kotanchik 
onald  Rhude 
avid  E.  Brown 

99 


1997 
1997 
1997 
1997 
1997 


1996 
1996 
1997 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  CULTURAL  COUNCIL 
Two  Year  Appointment 
Seven  to  Nine  Members  from  Each  Town 

athryn  Garcia  1997 

ay  Rosenburg  Hartung  1995 

jsan  Richmond  1996 

net  Thorpe  1996 

^psalie  DeQuattro  1996 

annie  McCarron  1997 


CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 

hn  Covert  1996 

ichael  Granat  1996 

luraHirsch  1996 

jslie  Hogan  1996 

mesShelton  1996 

Ifred  Weissensee  1 996 

laron  Ingraham  1996 

enry  J.  Hogan  111  1996 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 

;'alter  George  1998 

ewster  Conant  1996 

Iward  Bailey  1997 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  —  Three  Associates 

nn  Shubert  1996 

>rbara  Smith  1998 

;ter  Shanahan  1996 

nda  McElroy  1996 

orene  Bodner  1997 

iliiam  Hill  1997 


991 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
One  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 

Margaret  McGinty  1996 

Peggy  Erianger  1996 

RoyTrafton  1996 

Angeline  Conn  1996 

James  Parker  1 996 

Margaret  Beddoe  1 996 

Ellen  Kostro  1996 

Alice  Maroney  1996 

Nancy  Leaming  1996 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Three  Associates 

William  H.  Mclnnis  1998 

MarkConoby  1996 

Peter  Vaillancourt  1997 

Cinty  Patton  1997 

Lisa  Wolf  1997 

Mark  Benedict  1996 

RitaDolan  1996 

HANSCOM  FIELD  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member  —  One  Alternate 

Richard  Rippere  (Alt.)  1996 
JohnA.  Ekberg  1997 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members  —  Two  Associates 

Victoria  Beyer  1997 
David  Harris  1997 
Anita  Dodson  1996 
William  Klauer  1996 
Robert  Rhodes,  Jr.  1997 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Six  Members  —  Four  Alternates 


Michaela  Moran 

1998 

Wesley  Mowry  (Alt.) 

1998 

Sandra  Schmidt 

1996 

Michael  Lynch  (Alt.) 

1996 

Margert  Wargelin  (Alt.) 

1998 

Anne  Forbes 

1997 

Thomas  Peterman 

1997 

Robert  McColl 

1998 

93 


METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
Three  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

James  Lee  1997 

MINUTEMAN  HOME  CARE 
One  Year  Appointment 
One  Member 

Richard  King  1995 

PLANNING  BOARD 
Five  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members  —  Two  Associates 

William  Shupert  2000 

John  Pavan  1997 

Gregory  Niemyski  1998 

David  L.  Hill  1998 

Joshua  Chemin  1999 

James  Lee  1999 

Richard  Croswell  1999 

Pat  Halm  (Assoc.)  1996 

PRISON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Three  Members 
George  Pederson  1996 
Thomas  Ballantyne  1994 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 

Bruce  Stamski  1998 
Allen  Warner  1998 

SEWER  STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Dore  Hunter 
Nancy  Tavemier 
Pam  Harting-Barrat 
David  Steinhilper 
Bill  Mclnnis 
Mark  Conchy  (Alt.) 
Pat  Halm 
Jim  Lee  (Alt.) 
Art  Gagne 
Doug  Halley 

SOUTH  ACTON  REVITALIZATION  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Five  Members 

Roger  Andrews  1995 
Betsey  Eldridge  1997 
Sandra  Whaley  1997 

VOLUNTEER  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Walter  George  1995 
Charles  Kadlec  1995 


Nancy  Whitcomb 
Elizabeth  Comstock 
Charles  Husbands 
Jean  Schoch 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 


I996r 
199701" 
1997 
1998 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  MANAGER 


John  Murray 


Brian  McMullin 


ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


CONSERVATION  ADMINISTRATOR 

Thomas  E.  Tidman 


CONSTABLES 

David  Allen  Christine  Joyc( 

Frederick  Hryniewich  David  Muscovit; 

Robert  Rhodes  Barbara  HametWi 

John  Scicholone  Robert  Connell  hi] 

cha 
)bei 


DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David  F.  Abbt 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

William  M.  Primiano 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING 
AND  GAS  APPLIANCES 

James  G.  Corey 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Donald  MacLeod 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

W.  Thomas  Muise  (Acting) 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUNICIPAL  PROPERTIES 

Dean  A.  Charter 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Douglas  K.  Halley 


Leslie  Boardman 


David  F  Abbt 


William  J.  Durkin 


DOG  OFFICER 


FENCE  VIEWER 


FIELD  DRIVER 


imes 
isil 
im^ 
mi 
:ark 
'illia 
)ber 


)ben 
chai 


iberl 


Uriel 


arem 


itryl 
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I 


FIRE  CHIEF 


F)bert  C.  Craig 


DEPUTY  FIRE  CHIEF 

\illiam  M.  Primiano 


rul  Simeone 
-  tmard  Caouette 


ivid  Soar 
irl  Robinson 


FIREFIGHTERS 

rrest  Emerson  Bean  III 
seph  Conquest 
ter  A.  Robinson 
lyne  Decicer 
ent  Wheeler 


CAPTAINS 


LIEUTENANTS 


Donald  Copeland 
Edward  Bennett 


George  Williams  III 
Robert  Vanderhoof 


James  Kessler 
Richard  O'Leary 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
James  Young 
Daniel  Morse 


FIREFIGHTERS/EMT 


bert  Sabourin 
hn  White 
chard  Sullivan 
bert  Hart 
Ties  Ray 
ist  Nelson 
m  Wallerstein 
:nneth  Ineson 
irk  Richardson 
lliam  Klauer 
bert  Smith,  Jr. 


Kevin  Lyons 
Scott  Morse 
Michael  Lyons 
Geoffrey  Neagle 
Ricky  Robinson 
Tom  Graham 
Anita  Arnum 
Bruce  Stone 
Brian  Richter 
Robert  Wetherbee 
Erick  Curren 


CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 


•bert  Puffer 
chard  Swenson 
lliam  Hartman 


>bert  C.  Craig 


Stephen  Sliney 
John  Simeone 


FOREST  WARDEN 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

trick  H.  Palmer 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  AND  APPLIANCES 

ul  Kelleher 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


arence  Frost 


LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

rry  Rhodes 


PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  James  A.  Barbato 

Robert  Greenough  Paul  Cogan 

John  T.  McNiff  Ronald  Johnson 

Jeffrey  Dudley  Christopher  Prehl 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Mark  Fitzpatrick 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 
Richard  Howe 


TOWN  ENGINEER 


David  F.  Abbt 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

George  W.Robinson 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Standing  Civil  Service  Appointment) 

Chief  George  W.  Robinson 

Lt.  John  T.  McNiff 

Lt.  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


SERGEANTS 


Robert  Rhodes 
Thomas  Rogers 
Bruce  Nadeau 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Paul  Cogan 
Brian  Goodman 
James  Goodemote 
Raymond  Grey,  Jr. 
Todd  Fenniman 
James  Cooney 
Michael  Cogan 
Michael  Ulrich 
Kevin  Heffeman 


Faith  Allen 
Linda  Koch 


PATROLMEN 


MATRONS 


James  Cogan 
Robert  Parisi 


Christopher  Browne 
Stewart  Fenniman 
Frederick  Rentschier 
Robert  L.  Cowan 
Ronald  Johnson 
Raymond  LaRoche 
Christopher  N.  Prehl 
Donald  Palma 
Scott  Howe 
Edward  Lawton,  Jr. 


Christine  Joyce 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT  CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 

Faith  Allen  Allura  Taylor 

Kevin  Antonelli  Luke  Penney 

Anne  Milligan  Paul  Connors 


VETERANS'  BURIAL  AGENT 


Unfilled 
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COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITY 

Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members  —  Three  Associates 

Mary  Billingsley  1996 

Carol  Stimmel  1996 

Joanne  Dillon  1996 

Donna  Whalen  1996 

Dana  Snyder-Grant  1997 

Barbara  Reichert  1997 

Elaine  Coughlan-Havas  1998 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Nine  Members 
PaulTHoff  1998 
Nancy  Ohm  1998 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 
Three  Year  Appointment 
Seven  Members 

Margaret  R.  Fortier  1997 
Ellen  Averett  1997 
Margaret  Beddoe  1997 
Beverly  Shorey  1997 
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STREET-PRECINCT  LIST 


JTREET  NAME  PRECINCT 

STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 

^bel  Jones  Place 

4 

Caitlin  Drive 

A 

4 

cim  oireet  o 

\corn  Park  Drive 

2 

Candida  Lane 

5 

Emerson  Drive  5 

Acton  Place  (all  business) 

~ 

Captain  Brown's  Lane 

4 

Adams  Street 

5 

Captain  Forbush  Lane 

A 

4 

IZ>UlaIl  /AllLlI  L^llVC  J 

Agawani  Road 

3 

Carlisle  Road 

1 

1 

Evergreen  Rodd  2 

Albertine  Drive 

4 

^  li, 

Carlton  Drive 

5 

evergreen  wdy  l 

Alcott  Street 

5 

Carriage  Drive 

5 

Algonquin  Road 

3 

Castle  Drive 

3 

rdirway  i\.uau  *♦ 

Apple  Valley  Drive 

4 

Cedar  Terrace  Drive 

A 

4 

P-iiill-nf^r  Hill  Rr^iH  d 

rduiKner  niii  ixtjau  h 

Arborwood  Road 

c 

J 

Central  Street 

rCniWOUU  IN-UaCi  J 

Arlington  Street 

156-282  even,  283  to  end 

3 

me  oc  urum  ivoja  ^ 

1-58 

2 

1-154, 155-277  odd 

4 

PllflCT  l?r\5iH  1 

67-275  odd,  272  to  423 

3 

Chadwick  Street 

5 

Fletcher  Court  4 

72-262  even 

4 

Charring  Way 

2 

riini  Koaa  *f 

Ashley  Circle 

1 

Charter  Road 

4 

riiniiocK  LJrive  j 

Ashwood  Road 

5 

Cherokee  Road 

3 

Forest  Road  2 

Assabet  Crossing 

5 

Cherry  Ridge  Road 

3 

Fort  Pond  Road  2 

Audubon  Drive 

5 

Chestnut  Street 

2 

Foster  Street  5 

Autumn  Lane 

3 

Church  Street 

3 

rox  nill  KOdu  J 

Ayer  Road 

5 

Clover  Hill  Road 

5 

Francine  Road  4 

Azalea  Court 

1 

Conant  Street 

4 

i*o  c    f  Tin  \/**  A, 

rrdscr  ltivc  h 

Concetta  Circle 

5 

Freedom  Farme  Road  3 

Badger  Circle 

I 

Concord  Road 

Balsam  Road 

I 

1-83,  104-1 16  even 

2 

oerdiu  v^ircie  d 

Bankside  Hollow 

1 

87-129  odd 

5 

VJUJCvJIIUc*  rAVCIIUC 

Barker  Koad 

4 

Coolidge  Drive 

2 

i»rin  1 1"^*  Rr^iH  ^ill  \\\ icinpccA  _ 
VJidilllC  IXiJaiJ  ^ull  UUolllCoo/ 

Baxter  Road 

4 

Coughlm  btreet 

ordbsnoppci  L^dne  ^ 

Bayberry  Road 

1 

even  numbers 

2 

VJICdl  HjIIII   Wdy  1 

Beechnut  Street 

2 

odd  numbers 

4 

\JlCdl  IxLIUU 

Bellantoni  Drive 

5 

Country  Club  Road 

4 

even  numuers  z 

Berry  Lane 

5 

Countryside  Road 

2 

UULl  llUlllUCio  1 

Beth  Circle 

1 

Cowdrey  Lane 

2 

Greenwood  Lane  2 

Betsy  Ross  Circle 

3 

Craig  Road 

5 

vjregory  i^ane  j 

Beverly  Road 

4 

Crestwood  Lane 

4 

C.r\<:\  WiW  P/->aH  "X 
VJUSl  IVllll  KOdQ  J 

Billings  Street 

4 

Cricket  Way 

2 

Guswood  Road  5 

Birch  Ridge  Road 

3 

Cross  Street 

1 

Black  Horse  Drive 

3 

_ 

Haley  Lane  5 

Brabrook  Road 

1 

Davis  Road 

1 

Hammond  Street  2 

Breezy  Point  Road 

2 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

4 

Brewster  Lane 

5 

Deer  Grass  Lane 

1 

V\a.\  ValUx^iJllll  1 

Bridges  Drive 

2 

Discovery  Way  (all  business) 

" 

Bridlepath  Way 

1 

Doris  Road 

4 

nawmorne  oireei  j 

Broadview  Street 

5 

Downey  Road 

4 

naynes  »^oun  j 

Bromfield  Road 

2 

Driftwood  Road 

5 

fidywdru  ixodci 

Brook  Street 

2 

Drummer  Road 

5 

1  -O  1  ouu  ^ 

Brookside  Circle 

5 

Duggan  Road 

3 

65-143  odd,  all  even  4 

Brown  Bear  Crossing 

1 

Durkee  Road 

4 

Hazelnut  Street  2 

Bruce  wood  Road 

5 

Duston  Lane 

1 

Meaiu  Koaa  z 

Brucewood  Road  East 

5 

UoitKiOf  I4ill  D*-nr! 

rieainer  riiii  Koao  j 

Bulette  Road 

2 

Eastern  Road 

1 

Hemlock  Lane  2 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

Eliot  Circle 

2 

Henley  Road  1 

Elm  Court 

3 

Hennessey  Drive  4 

97 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


Heritage  Road  5 

Heron  View  Road  4 

Hickory  Hill  Trail  2 
High  Street 

2- 124  even,  125  to  309  5 

5-123  odd  4 

Highland  Road  3 

Hillcrest  Drive  5 

Hillside  Terrace  3 

Homestead  Street  3 

Horseshoe  Drive  5 
Hosmer  Street 

2-  64  even,  71  to  119  5 

3-  55  odd  2 
Houghton  Lane  3 
Huckleberry  Lane  4 
Huron  Road  3 

Independence  Road  5 

Iris  Court  1 

Isaac  Davis  Way  4 

Jackson  Drive  2 

Jay  Lane  1 

Jefferson  Drive  2 

John  Swift  Road  2 

Joseph  Reed  Lane  4 

Juniper  Ridge  Road  3 

Kate  Drive  I 

Keefe  Road  5 

Kelley  Road  4 

Kennedy  Lane  3 

Kingman  Road  3 

Kinsley  Lane  4 

Kinsley  Road  4 

Knowlton  Drive  4 

Knox  Trail  5 

Lady  Slipper  Lane  1 

Larch  Road  2 

Laurel  Court  5 

Laws  Brook  Road  5 

Ledge  Rock  Way  1 

Liberty  Street  4 

Lilac  Court  5 

Lillian  Road  2 

Lincoln  Drive  2 

Lisa  Lane  5 

Littlefield  Road  3 

Long  Ridge  Road  2 

Longfellow  Park  5 

Lothrop  Road  4 


MacLeod  Lane  3 

Maddy  Lane  5 

Madison  Lane  2 

Magnolia  Drive  1 

Maillet  Drive  5 
Main  Street 

1-389  4 

398-631  2 

636  to  end  1 

Mallard  Road  4 

Maple  Street  4 

Marian  Road  3 

Martin  Street  4 
Massachusetts  Avenue 

151-299  odd  2 

300-599  4 

600  to  end  3 

Mead  Terrace  3 

Meadow  Brook  Road  2 

Meadow's  Edge  1 

Meetinghouse  Road  5 

Merriam  Lane  5 

Milldam  Road  i 

Minot  Avenue  2 

Minuteman  Road  2 

Mohawk  Drive  3 

Mohegan  Road  3 

Musket  Drive  2 

Myrtle  Drive  1 

Nadine  Road  4 

Nagog  Hill  Road  2 
Nagog  Park  (all  business) 

Nagog  Square  1 

Nash  Road  4 

Nashoba  Road  3 

Newtown  Road  2 

Nonset  Path  I 

North  Street  1 

Northbriar  Road  1 

Notre  Dame  Road  3 

Nylander  Way  5 

Oakwood  Road  5 

Old  Beaver  Brook  1 

Old  Colony  Lane  5 

Old  High  Street  5 

Old  Meadow  Lane  5 

Old  Stone  Brook  1 

Old  Village  Road  2 

Olde  Barn  Way  3 

Olde  Lantern  Road  3 

Olde  Surrey  Drive  5 

Oneida  Road  3 


Orchard  Drive  3 

Overlook  Drive  4 

Parker  Street  5 

Patrick  Henry  Circle  3 

Partridge  Pond  Road  4 

Patriots  Road  2 

Paul  Revere  Road  3 

Pearl  Street  4 

Perkins  Lane  3 

Phalen  Street  5 

Pheasant  Hill  1 

Phlox  Lane  1 

Pine  Cone  Strand  1 

Pine  Ridge  Road  4 

Pine  Street  4 

Pinewood  Road  5 

Piper  Lane  4 
Piper  Road 

even  numbers  4 

odd  numbers  5 

Pond  Ridge  Drive  5 

Pond  View  Drive  5 

Pope  Road  1 

Post  Office  Square  2 

Powder  Horn  Lane  3 

Powder  Mill  Road  5 

Prescott  Road  4 

Proctor  Street  I 

Prospect  Street  4 

Puritan  Road  5 

Putnam  Road  2 

Putter  Drive  5 

Quaboag  Road  3 

Quail  Run  1 

Quarry  Road  1 

Railroad  Street  4 

Redwood  Road  5 

Revolutionary  Road  2 

River  Street  5 

Robbins  Street  4 

Robert  Road  5 

Robinwood  Road  5 

Rose  Court  1 

Russell  Road  5 

Sachem  Way  1 

Saint  James  Circle  4 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive  2 

Sandas  Trail  3 

Sandalwood  Road  5 

Sandy  Drive  5 
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>  I  REET  NAME 


PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


STREET  NAME  PRECINCT 


>awniiii  ixouu 

1 

^fnwhf*rfv  Hill  RniH 
i3ll  U  W UCI  1  y  11  III  ixUuii 

1 
1 

VV  ul  1  IpUIIUUI!,  L/IIVC 

-1 
J 

>L  MUOl  OllLCl 

SnHKiirv  Ro'irl 

1 
1 

2-90  even 

A 
t 

OUlllIUCl  OlICCl 

-I 

J 

WdSllIlI^lOIl  /WcilUc 

L 

j-o  1  OUG,        10  J  1  1 

C 

J 

oUllUil  rluLC 

T 
Z 

wuicrsluc  ^icdiing 

1 
1 

icniinole  Ro^d 

-J 
J 

A 

VVUy>IUC  l_rUllC 

A 
t 

Jeneca  Court 

•5 
J 

WCM  IVUUU 

A 

*T 

'jCilCCu  ixVJuU 

■\ 

mJ 

Tnvlor  Rn;ifl 

1 

1 

MlilUy  Italic 

J 

"^-^0  42-98  even 

2 

\VpfhprKpp  ^frppf 

J 

\ilvf^r  Hill  Rn  ifl 

35-95 

4 

\^hpp|pr  T  unp 

1 

I 

MlIlUll  ndp^UUU  Italic 

1 
1 

1  viiiiw  y     li V iL. 

it 

^  t  m  r\  n  W/ 1 1 1  'i  rri  1?  r\  o  ri 

3iiiiun  Winuiu  ixUciu 

o 

W/i  1 1 1  c  r-Jr*l /"Ipn  liri vp 
TV  iiiia  rivjiucu  L/iivc 

9 

jioux  oireei 

-l 

J 

1  iCwIIClCI  U^u  IxLlclU 

VV  IIIL/VV  OllCCl 

■\ 
J 

iiTiart  Road 

% 

J 

Till  ririvf* 
1111  Ul  1 VC 

1 

wiisuii  Laurie 

South  Street 

1 

1 

1  on  Ill^lUIl  LfUllC 

A 

wiiiuciiicrt  Lyrivc 

■I 
J 

A 

*T 

4 

\A/irtHcr*r  A  \/pniip 

/l 

*T 

>pill  IxOCK  ixOdU 

1 
1 

1  uwiir>ciiu  rviJuu 

J 

W/ 1  ncTifp  1  '»n*^ 

VV  lll^ulC  L.UIIC 

1 
1 

1  inrintT  l-4ill  i?r\'lfi 
J  jyi  111^  mil  IxUaU 

1 
1 

1  1  Cl^lV    I  VWCtU 

2 

\Vintpr  ^trppf 

k7 

I  bpruce  Street 

1  UlllUllll^  nuwK. 

1 

1 

\A/ 1  ntf*rr\*^rT*\/  Pith  llnx/** 

vviiiiciuciiy  ruiii  l/iivc 

1 
1 

J 

1  UllIC  L/llVC 

A 

XA/norl  I  inp 

L 

4     7-  M 
■  /II 

A 

WnnHhiirv  1  nnp 

0 

5  Squirrel  Hill  Road 

3 

Valley  Road 

5 

Woodchester  Drive 

3 

5  Station  Way 

5 

Vanderbelt  Road 

5 

Woodfield  Road 

3 

5  Stoneymeade  Way 

1 

Wright  Terrace 

3 

1  Stow  Street 

4 

Wachusett  Drive 

3 

Wyndcliff  Drive 

1 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  APPLICATION 


esidents  interested  in  serving  on  a  Town  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  are  requested  to  complete  tiiis  form  and  forward  it  to 
e  office  of  tiie  Town  Manager  at  the  Acton  Town  Hall, 
'lease  print  or  type) 

Date :  

!r/Mrs. 

is/Dr  Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial  


reet  Address  Home  Phone  Business  Phone. 


ease  refer  to  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  and  indicate  below,  in  order  of  preference,  the  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission,  which 
of  interest  to  you: 


ave  you  been  a  member  of  a  Board,  Committee,  or  Commission  previously  (either  in  Acton  or  elsewhere)?  If  you  have,  please  list 
me(s)  and  dates  (approx): 


0  you  have  any  time  restrictions? 


t)w  long  have  you  lived  in  Acton?   in  Massachusetts?. 

-e  you  a  US  citizen?  


esent  occupation  and  employer  (optional-attach  resume). 


D  you  or  your  employer  have  any  current  or  potential  business  relationship  with  the  Town  of  Acton  that  could  create  a  conflict  of 
crest?  

lucation  or  special  training   


;ase  list  below  any  additional  information  or  comments  which  may  help  in  the  matching  of  your  interests  with  the  most  appropri- 
;  Board/Committee,  such  as  civic  experience,  special  interest/hobbies,  etc: 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  VOLUNTEER  BOARDS,  COMMITTEES,  AND  COMMISSIONS 


Acton-Boxborough  Arts  Council 

Aging,  Council  on 

Appeals,  Board  of 

Assessors,  Board  of 

Cable  Advisory  Committee 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Commission  on  Disability 

Conservation  Commission 

Fair  Housing  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

Hanscom  Field  Advisory  Commission 

Health,  Board  of 


Historic  District  Commission 
Historical  Commission 
Metropolitan  Advisory  Planning  Council 
Minuteman  Home  Care 
Minuteman  Vocational  School  Representativ 
Planning  Board 
Prison  Advisory  Board 
Public  Ceremonies  Committee 
South  Acton  Revitalization  Committee 
Town  Report  Committee 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 


Thank  you,  If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  contact  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Commi 
tee  (you  can  find  out  who  the  current  members  are  by  calling  the  Town  Manager's  office  at  Town  Hall,  264-9612).  The  space 
below  is  for  use  by  the  Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee  and  the  appointing  body  to  record  the  status  of  your  application. 


VCC  INTERVIEW 

Applicant  called:  date/by_ 
Scheduled  date/time  


APPOINTING  BODY:  BOS/TMgr/TMod 


Interview  date 


Appointed:  Date_ 


to:  Board 


VCC  RECOMMENDATION:  date. 

Board(s)  Member/Alt/Assoc 

 Member/Alt/Assoc 

 Member/Alt/Assoc 

Date  VCC  recommendation  set  to 
BOSATMgr/TMod  


Term 


[  ]  No  openings  at  this  time_ 


NOTIFICATION  OF  APPOINTMENT 
Date  Received  by  VCC 
Notification  by  the  VCC: 

Date  committee  notified_  

Date  applicant  notified  
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Si  reel  Lights 
Street  Trees 
1  ax  Collections 
Town  Finances 
I'own  Manager 
1  rain  Service 

Transfer  Station/Recycle  Center 
Veterans'  Services 
Water  Problems 
Welfare 

Wire  Inspection 
Zoning 

Zoning  Appeals 
Schools 


School  Nurse 
Night  Calls 

Special  Calls 

Custodian 


Boston  Edison 

Municipal  Properties 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

Treasurer 

Town  Hail 

Boston  and  Maine 

Highway  Department 

Veterans'  Agent 

Water  District 

Welfare  Department 

Wire  Inspector 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

Board  of  Appeals 

Switchboard  Calls  (7a.m.  -  4p.m.) 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School 

Community  Education  Office 

Conant  School 

Douglas  School 

Gates  School 

McCarthy-Towne  School 

Merriam  School 

Central  Office  (all  schools) 

Community  Education  at  High  School 

Community  Education  at  Junior  High  School 

Athletic  Office 

Field  Office 

Extended  Day  Programs 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 
Acton-Boxborough  Junior  High  School 


800-752 
264 
264 
264- 
264- 

800-392 
264- 
264- 
264- 

617-893 
264- 
264- 
264- 


5200 
9629 
9617 
9617 
9612 
6I(X) 
9624 
9617 
9107 
0146 
9632 
9636 
9632 


264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
266-2525 
266-2550 
266-2560 
266-2570 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700 
264-4700  x403 
264-4700  x304 
264-4700  x420 
264-4700  x423 
264-4700  x245 
264-4700  x409 
264-4700  x309 


REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETINGS 


Acton  Finance  Commission 
Acton  Historical  Commission 
Acton  Housing  Authority 
Acton  Memorial  Library  Trustees 
Board  of  Appeals 
Board  of  Assessors 
Board  of  Health 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Citizens'  Library 
Commission  on  Disability 
Conservation  Commission 
Council  on  Aging 
Historic  District  Commission 
Planning  Board 
Recreation  Commission 
School  Committee-Local 
School  Committee-Regional 
South  Acton  Village  Planning  Com. 
Volunteer  Coordinating  Committee 
Water  Commissioners 


As  Posted 

2nd  Wednesday  8  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Monday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Monday  8  PM 

As  Posted 

1st  Monday  6  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 

Every  other  Tuesday  As  Posted  7:30  PM 

3rd  Thursday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Thursday  7  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Wednesday  7:30  PM 

2nd  Wednesday  (except  August)  7:30  PM 

1st  &  3rd  Monday  7: 30  PM 

2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 

As  Posted 

As  Posted 

As  Posted 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  (except  July  &  August)  7:30  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 
2nd  &  4th  Monday  7:30  PM 


Town  Hall  or  A-B  High  School 
Town  Hall 

68  Windsor  Ave.,  West  Acton 
Memorial  Library,  Staff  Room 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Citizens'  Library,  West  Acton 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Senior  Center,  Audubon  Drive 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Junior  High,  Conf.  Room  1 14 
Junior  High,  Conf  Room  1 14 
Town  Hall 
Town  Hall 

Whitcomb  Station,  693  Mass.  Ave. 
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AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCIES  911 

Call  9 1 1  to  save  a  life,  report  a  fire,  or  stop  a  crime.  Give  your  name,  address  and  phone  number. 
For  other  calls,  use  the  business  number  of  the  appropriate  department. 


For  Questions  conccrningt 

v^aii  [lie 

Telephone 

/\nimdi  inspecuon 

/vnimdi  inspecior 

OAI  AQIQ 

rtssessiTicnis 

DOdru  oi  /assessors 

zo^-voz/ 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Town  Accountant 

OAO 1 

zo4-yoz 1 

Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 

Town  Clerk 

zo4-yoi J 

l-<  ■iil/'iinrr 

DUiiuing  ^^oiniiiissioncr 

L^cmeieries 

^cmeiery  ouperinicnocni 

ZO't-yO'f't 

L'lIcClUr  Ul  v_,IVIl  UClClloC 

ZOH-VDJ J 

Conservation 

^^onservdiion  vjiiice 

Z04-V0 J  1 

Dog  Problems  (see  Licenses) 

Dog  Officer 

Z04-V0J0 

Education  Information 

School  Superintendent's  Office 

ZD4-4 /UU 

xZiiuciiy  /\iiaiio 

\wVJUllL.ll  wll  /\^lll^ 

Minuteman  Home  Care 

OAI  8700 
ZOj-O /ZU 

Piihlif*  T-4f*Qlfh  MiircinfT  Q<^r\/ir*f» 
r  uuiit^  ocdiiii  INUIMU^  oci  vice 

cieciions,  voting  anu  Kcgisiraiion 

Town  Clerk 

zo4-yo 1 J 

Engineering 

^Town  Engineer 

zo4-yozo 

Fire  (Business  and  Permits) 

Fire  Department 

Z04-yo4j 

Garbage  and  Refuse 

Boaro  or  neaitn 

Z04-yoj4 

naZcll  UUUj)  IViulCl  laid 

DUdlU  Ul  OCdllll 

ZUM--7UJ)H- 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

Zu4-VOj4 

Highways  and  Streets 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

Home  Nursing 

Public  Health  Nursing  Service 

264-9653 

Housing 

Housing  Authority 

zoj-j jjy 

L>lUIallCd 

rVClUIl  IVlcIIlOIldl  L/IUIdiy 

9M  (ifA\ 

^lllZCIlS    LlUIdiy  Ul  WCSi  /\CIUI1 

ZU'-r-^OJZ 

1  .u.ij.  (lov  me  aeaij 

Ojj-UU // 

LtlCClldCd 

L»og,  risning,  tiuniing 

1  own  V^lcFK 

ZCH--7D  1  J 

ivicnidi  ncdiiri 

ivienidi  ticdiiii  /assul.  ui  v-cniidi  iviiuuiescA 

j\jy- 1  /  ij 

iviostjuiio  v^oiiirui 

IVlUIIlCipdl  r  lOpClllCS 

ZOH-7DZy 

Permits 

Blasting 

Fire  Department 

964  Q64S 

DUllUing 

Duiiuiiig  iiispcclur 

964  Q6'^9 

Food  Service 

Board  of  Health 

264-9634 

Heating 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

li iiil/'iinrt  TifiT^'i ft tn t 
I3UI1U1I1^  LyCptirUllClU 

964  Q6'^9 

Kjii  ijurncr 

rire  L/epdrimcni 

964  Q64S 

Z-UH  !7U'+ J 

Outdoor  Burning 

Fire  Department 

964  Q64S 

Plumbing 

Building  Department 

OA/I  OAT) 

ocwdge 

DUdlU  Ul  ncdllll 

964-9634 

Smoke  Detector 

Fire  Department 

264-9645 

Wiring 

Building  Department 

264-9632 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

264-9636 

Planning 

Planning  Department  (Fair  Housing) 

264-9636 

Police  Business 

Police  Department 

264-9638 

Recreation 

School  Department 

264-4700 

Selectmen 

Town  Hall 

264-9611 

Snow  Removal 

Highway  Department 

264-9624 

(continued  on  inside  back  cover) 


For  questions  concerning: 


Call  the 


Telephone 


